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The Rev. Jim Steiner conducts the final service at Community Presbyterian Church, which 
closed its doors after forming way back in 1864. 
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A year in the life of our village 

Richard Bajjalieh/Pioneer Press 

The home on Tahoe Circle where police found the murdered 
body of Jennifer Wiedemann is shielded from public view by 
police blinds and kept off limits by police tape. 

Nanny murdered ii.  The FBI and Wheel- 
ing police continue 
their search for 
Adolfo Sanchez, the 

man authorities believe mur-
dered a 20-year-old nanny in 
Wheeling. 

Jennifer Wiedemann, San-
chez's former girlfriend, is 
found dead in a Tahoe Village 
town house the morning of 
July 20. She is shot three 
times with a 9 mm handgun. 
Wiedemann lives at 1572 
Tahoe Circle Drive at the time 
of her death and is employed 
by the suspect's brother, Au- 

gustino Sanchez, as the fami-
ly's live-in nanny. 

Wiedemann and Adolfo 
Sanchez are involved in a rela-
tionship before Wiedemann 
breaks it off about a week be-
fore the murder, police say. 
They track Adolfo Sanchez to 
another brother's home in 
Milwaukee the day of the 
murder and find a shotgun 
and a 9 mm handgun, the sus-
pected murder weapon. 

Authorities issue an arrest 
warrant shortly after Adolfo 
Sanchez, 29, is named a sus-
pect, but police immediately 
fear that he has fled to Mex-
icO, where he has other rela-
tives. 

Wiedemann was a 1999 
Prospect High School gradu-
ate and a student at Harper 
Community College. She lived 
in Augustino Sanchez's home 
and looked after the children 
living there, as both parents 
left for work early in the day. 

Plaza games 
Millennium Plaza 
dies after three years 
of work and not a via-
ble drawing on the 

board. But the Village Board 
is working on a new project 
that most trustees say is more 
appropriate for one of the vil-
lage's most prominent cor-

.ners. 
Village staff is still trying to 

finalize engineering plans for 
the futuristic-looking Millen-.  
nium Plaza when the board 
decides enough is enough. 
Trustees express frustration 

. with the plan, the design and 
working with architects and 
engineers who live out of 
state. The plaza, which was to 
incorporate three lots on the 
corner, is scaled down to just 
one lot without the village sav-
ing any money on the cost of 
construction. 

Board members also hear 
negative comments from resi-
dents about the design of Mil-
lennium Plaza. Many resi-
dents find the overhanging 
tubes and rails shocking, 
making the project even more 
controversial arid difficult for 
the board to justify. The board 
elects to scrap the project in 
June. 

The board is now working 
on a new project, which fea-
tures a gazebo, waterfalls and  

a sitting area. The lot in front 
of Walgreens may also l2e in-
corporated into the overall de-
sign concept, which will be 
anchored at the northeast cor-
ner of Dundee Road and Mil-
waukee Avenue. 

If all goes as planned, 
Friendship Park may open for 
the Fourth of July, according 
to board members. 

Astor Place 

3 
 Crews are grading 
the former Wheeling 
Nursery site as 'the 
first - step in trail-

forming it into Astor Place, a 
town home and condominium 
development. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
approves the plan submitted 
by Kimball Hill Homes for the 
property, which calls for the 
construction of 248 units on 
the 25-acre parcel. There will 
be 120 condominiums built. in 
four buildings and 128 town 
homes surrounding the con-
dos. 

Although the Village Board 
considers the site for a com-
mercial development, the only 
proposals that come before 
the board are residential proj-
ects. Kimball Hill representa-
tives say they plan to con-
struct a commercial element 
in the development on two of 
the 25 acres on the site, al-
though no plan has been sub-
mitted to the board to date. 

Kimball Hill still faces one 
glitch in the project. The com-
pany is having difficulty ac-
quiring a 50-foot parcel adja-
cent to the development that 
would serve as an easement 
fOr sewer lines. Kimball Hill 
representatives say the owner 
is not letting the property go 
cheaply. If negotiations fail, 
the village could condemn an 
easement through the prop-
erty for the sewer line. 

Along the avenue 

4  Milwaukee Avenue 
remains a hot topic 
for talks of develop-, 
ment and redevelop-

ment throughout the year. 
The Village Board remains 
committed to trying to find 
ways to clean up the commer-
cial stretch with new develop-
ment and ridding it of eye- 

(Continued on page 10) 
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sores in order to enhance the famous 
Restaurant Row. 

Two new restaurants are added to 
the mix this past year — Ram Restau-
rant and Beniliana. Both are unique to 
Restaurant Row in their offerings. The 
Ram, located near the intersection 
with Lake-Cook Road, offers a number 
of different beers brewed in the res-
taurant. Benihana offers Japanese 
dishes cooked tableside. 

New residential units are now avail-
able and many others are on the way 
along Milwaukee Avenue. One Mil-
waukee Place has new residents and is 
nearly complete. Work begins at the 
former Wheeling Nursery to make way 
for Astor Place. Developer Anthony 
Tantillo pitches a proposal to the Plan 
Commission to build new homes 
across the street from the Wolf Road 
intersection. 

The Village Board also is looking to 
take some properties within the tax in-
crement financing district on Milwau-
kee Avenue. The board passes ordi-
nances to negotiate sales with owners 
of six properties in the TIF, with the 
intent of demolishing the buildings to 
build new ones that conform better 
with the area. 

Final sermon 

5 
 The Community Presbyterian 
Church, Wheeling's oldest 
church, closes its doors for 
good after services Nov. 4. De-

clining membership and dwindling fi-
nances lead to the closing. 

The last service attracts nearly 150 
people, compared to the typical 25 to 
35 who gathered on Sunday mornings. 
The final service includes the baptism 
of Seth William Swanson, the church's 
newest — and last — member. 

The church began when a group of 
Wheeling farmers congregated to form 
the German Presbyterian Zion Church 
in 1864. A year later, the church's first 
building. was constructed on Dundee 
Road. It was later moved to Chamber 
Park, where it stands today and serves 
as a community center. 

In 1948, the church changed its 
name to the Community Presbyterian 
Church. In years following World War 
II, the church saw its membership 
peak. Sunday school grew to serve 
hundreds of the church's children. As 
those children grew and left home, the  

church struggled to find new members 
to replace them. 

Many people who once worshiped 
regularly at the church return for its 
final service and reunite with former 
neighbors they had not seen in years. 
Interim Pastor Jim Steiner says the 
church closes in "a dignified manner" 
that was "respectful to God." 

Village elections 

6 
 The April elections result in 
two new faces on the Wheel-
ing Village Board, while two 
familiar faces stay. 

Dean Argiris and Michael Horcher 
find their way to the board after the 
final results are tallied. Argiris serves 
as chairman of the Plan Commission 
before being elected to the board and 
runs on a platform of getting new de-
velopment into town and cleaning up 
blighted areas. Horcher, the father of 
Trustee Patrick Horcher, runs on a 
simple platform of common sense and 
accountability. 

During the same election, Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann runs a successful re-
election campaign. He is now serving 
his second term on the board. 

Wayne Wisinski decides not to seek 
re-election in April. William Spangen-, 
berg runs to keep his seat but loses his 
bid. 

Village President Greg Klatecki is 
challenged by William Hein, who had 
served as village president himself 
from 1978 until 1981. Klatecki glides to 
re-election, cteteating Hein by a nearly 
2-to-1 margin. 

School days 

7  Wheeling Elementary School 
District 21 implements two 
year-round schooling pro-
grams, one of which is in the 

newly reopened Hawthorne School. 
The Hawthorne Academy is reno-

vated and opened to serve students in 
the third, fourth and fifth grades as a 
solution to alleviate crowding in west-
side schools. About 50 students enroll. 

Principal Jason Klein says the stu-
dents are learning from the same cur-
riculum as the rest of the district, but 
instruction is modified to help individ-
uals learn more effectively. Students 
also are asked to become critical 
thinkers, using the knowledge they  

learn in the classroom in real-world 
projects. Students also are taught to 
understand how they learn. 

Whitman Elementary School imple-
ments a new year-round program. Stu-
dents learning in the Continuous 
Learning Calendar attend classes for 
nine weeks and then take three off. 
During those breaks, students have 
the option of taking reinforcement 
classes for a marginal fee. 

Nearly half of Whitman's students 
voluntarily enroll in the new calendar 
program, surpassing even Principal 
Ralph Cook's expectations. During the 
first break in October, nearly 90 per-
cent of students take the optional 
classes. 

So long, Preister 

8 
 The Preister family's ties to 
Palwaukee Airport date back 
50 years, but earlier this year 
the family decides to sell its 

fixed-base operation. 
Charles Preister, president and CEO 

of Preister Aviation Services, an-
nounces in August that he is selling 
the operation to Orlando-based Signa-
ture Flight Services, one of the largest 
chain operations in the country. 

Preister Aviation began training pi-
lots at Palwaukee in 1945. The family 
owned the airport until it sold to the 
village of Wheeling and the city of 
Prospect Heights. Preister's only con-
nection to the airport now is its charter 
service. 

Palwaukee is Signature's fourth 
Chicago-area FBO. The company has 
43 others across the country, four in 
Europe and one in Hong Kong. Preis-
ter says he chose Signature's offer to 
buy after receiving inquiries from 
other operators over the past year. 

Time to move on 

9 
 The village loses three depart-
ment heads over the year as 
one retires and two take other 
positions elsewhere. 

Robert Fialkowski, who served as 
Wheeling's finance director for 20 
years, resigns in June to become the 
finance director in Deerfield. Fialkow-
ski had won many state awards for his 
work with the village. He is replaced 
by Michael Mondschain in October. 

Robert Gray retires as Wheeling's  

public works director. He had been 
employed with the village since 1973, 
when he was hired as an engineer. 
Just five years later, he was named as 
the director of the Public Works De-
partment. Gray was instrumental in 
many capital improvement projects for 
the village, including burying power 
lines along Dundee Road, water and 
sewer improvements, the village's 
street lighting program and oversee-
ing the diversion channel construction 
for the Wheeling Drainage Ditch. Vil-
lage officials are still seeking a re-
placement for Gray. 

Michael Klitzke leaves as head of 
the Community Development Depart-
ment in October. He takes a job with 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and moves to Wisconsin. He 
served with the village for 14 years. 
Village officials have yet to find a re-
placement for Klitzke. 

Future plans 
Wheeling has become 
much more attractive 
to business and resi-
dential developers in 

recent years, but the village govern-
ment has a weak guide for future 
growth. That prompts the Village 
Board to hire a consultant to overhaul 
the comprehensive plan. 

Plan commissioners host one meet-
ing with Camiros, Ltd., the firm hired 
for the project, and lay out a wish list 
as to what it would like the firm to ex-
amine. The list includes developing a 
town center, cleaning up blighted 
properties along Milwaukee Avenue, 
improving flood mitigation and mak-
ing streetscape improvements. 

It has been 15 years since the vil-
lage's comprehensive plan has been 
examined and updated, far too long, 
say village officials. Village Planner 
Jeff Harris says the comprehensive 
plan 'should be looked at every five to 
10 years, and an overhaul is overdue. 

It is expected Camiros will have a 
new plan developed in early 2003. The 
process will include interviews with 
village officials and prominent resi-
dents, community forums and examin-
ing existing land uses. The consul-
tants and village officials say 
community input to the plan is going 
to be vital to the project's success, 
since it will be the community that has 
to live with the new plan. 
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Wheeling firefighters work to extinguish a fire 
that broke out at 231 N. Milwaukee Ave. the 
morning of Dec. 18. Wheeling fire and police 
officials are investigating the cause of the fire, 

• which they classify as suspicious. 

Chief: fire suspicious 
cownthre6) By CAS MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

/.21.11/0 

Wheeling fire and police investigators con-
tinued their search for clues late last week as 
to what started a suspi ,ious fire that engulfed 
a house at 231 N. Milwaukee Ave. 

Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac classified the 
early morning Dec. 18 fire as suspicious in ori-
gin. He said the first reports of the fire came 
from passers-by calling on their cellular tele-
phones at around 12:30 that morning. MacIsaac 
credited the village's wireless 911 system, 
which was activated less than a month ago, for 
allowing the motorists to notify the' depart-
ment of the blaze. The fire was already burning 
through the roof of the building when crews ar-
rived at the scene. 

No one was injured in the fire. 
MacIsaac said the building, which was once 

occupied by a psychic reader, was vacant at the 
time of the fire. He said firefighters had the 
blaze under control in about one hour. 

The Wheeling Fire Department received mu-
tual aid from the Buffalo Grove and North-
brook fire departments, as well as the 
Deerfield/13annockburn Fire Protection Dis-
trict. 

hers' Choke 
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Jimmy Wiltse gazes at the 
candle's glow during a vigil 
held in September shortly 
after the Sept.. 11 terrorist 
attacks. 



2001 had its 
fine moments ,......,....,.s.,.. ,,,.....„, 

A Consensus has emerged, 
reinforced by a blizzard of 
year-end summations in 
various media outlets, that 

2001 was not a year that will be 
remembered fondly. 

The year began with a controversial 
presidential election decision and 
ended with the first recession in 
almost a decade. Troubles in the 
Middle East escalated throughout the 
year. At home, disturbing stories like 
the missing aide from Rep. Gary 
Condit's staff and the unusual 
massing of sharks off Florida in 
summer kept our attention. 

Then the Sept. 11 attacks, and their 
aftermath, trumped everything else 
with the sheer scale of its audacity and 
the heartfelt worldWide response. 

This was a year people needed to 
focus locally to find solace. 
Fortunately, 2001 was a pretty good 
year for Wheeling. 

The Village Board finally put the 
dreadfully tacky Millennium Plaza to 
rest and replaced it with a bucolic 
fountain design appropriately named 
Friendship Park. And, unlike the 
sloth-like progress made on the 
former project, the new proposal for 
the corner of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road is on schedule and 
should be gracing the village by the 
expected completion date of July 4. 

Milwaukee Avenue redevelopment, 
a topic of discussion for more than a 
decade, made significant progress 
with the addition of a Ram 
Restaurant, the purchase of the 
Wheeling Nursery site that paves the 
way for a new residential development 
and the completion of One Milwaukee 
Place, which has brought a new 
vitality to what was an underused, 
unattractive corner. 

Village officials also launched a 
long-overdue review of Wheeling's 
comprehensive plan, the official guide 
for future growth. The new plan 
includes designs of developing a new 
town center, cleaning up blighted 
properties, improving flood control 
and making streetscape 
improvements. 

The mantra after Sept. 11 has been 
that we have to resume our normal 
lives. In that sense, 2001 really wasn't 

1 so bad — here, at least. Best yet, 2001's 
achievements hold the promise of 
making 2002 even better. 

Wheeling 
board plans 
to take look 
at tree law 

1 1 i 0 1 0 
BY FRED WOODHAMS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees expressed sup-
port for a change in the village tree 
ordinance that would leave, if you 
will, homeowners alone. 

The trustees agreed on Monday 
they should revisit an ordinance that 
governs tree preservation after a re-
quest from the Northwest Associa-
tion of Realtors. The association 
asked trustees to alter village rules to 
allow homeowner removal of a tree 
if they want to build a driveway, pa-
tio or similar project on their prop-
erty. 

Mike Scobey, government affairs 
director for the 4,000-member asso-
ciation, told trustees the change is 
needed to give homeowners the 
ability to improve their properties. 
He called the change consistent 
with the intention of the existing 
rules to preserve standing trees in 
the village. 

"The flexibility is needed where 
the homeowner may want to add a 
deck or addition," he said. 

Some association members have 
encountered problems with similar 
ordinances in other municipalities, 
which is what sparked the group's 
interest, he said. 

Village trustees unanimously 
agreed.to  take up the issue formally 
at a future meeting. 

"I don't think anybody would cut 
down a shade tree in their back yard 
in they don't have to," said Trustee 
Michael Horcher. 

Existing exemptions in the rules 
allow trees to be removed if the tree 
is dying, constitutes a hazard to peo-
ple or property, or its removal en-
hances the health of other trees 
nearby. The proposed change would 
not affect commercial or industrial 
properties. 

"They (homeowners) should have 
the right to do what they want in 
their backyard," said Trustee Judy 
Abruscato. 

On residential properties, the cur-
rent rules prohibit the removal of, or 
damage to, trees greater than 8 inch-
es in diameter that are within 25 feet 
of a street right-of-way. If trees are 
removed, they must be replaced 
with trees that have a total diameter 
that measures equal to 11/2  times the 
diameter of what was removed. 

Citizens get to see inner workings of Wheeling P.D. 
BY FRED gODHAMS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

For those who want to see close 
up how Wheeling police work with-
out the risk of earning a criminal 
record, the department again will 
sponsor its Citizens Police Academy. 

The department puts on the acad-
emy to promote a better under-
standing between citizens and po-
lice, Wheeling Officer Dorann Swan-
son said. 

Up to 30 people participate in the 
annual program, which is free to en-
rollees. They learn about police pa-
trols, how evidence technicians op-
erate, about K-9 units and even laws 
governing criminal searches and 
seizures. 

"Residents get an inside look on 
how the department operates," 
Swanson said. 

At the end of the course, partici-
pants will ride along with a police 
officer in a patrol car for a shift to see  

firsthand what patrol officers do. 
Swanson said participants will be 

able to meet many of the depart-
ment's officers. The classes also 
draw people of all ages from 
throughout the community, she 
said. 

"We had people in their 20s all the 
way up to senior citizens," she said. 
"We've had people from all walks of 
life." 

Academy instructors come from,  
the various parts of the department  

and talk about their own areas of ex-
pertise. 

The academy classes will be held 
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at Village Hall, 255 
W Dundee Road, one night a week for 
10 weeks. Classes begin Feb. 6. 

To participate in the police acade-
my, people must be 21 or older and 
live or work in the village. 

People can apply to the academy by 
calling (847) 459-2990 to get an appli-
cation. 

A printable application is available 

Unks 
dailyherald.com/ez  
Bookmark our Web page for hyperlinks 
to more information 

Wheeling's Citizens Police Academy 

through the village's Web site, 
wwwvi.wheeling.il.us, and clicking on 
Village Services, then the Police link. 

Police Academy 
What is an evidence technician, and how do they 

operate? How do Wheeling police officers patrol the 
street? How often do officers qualify on the shooting 
range? 

All of these questions and many more will be 
answered during the next annual Citizens Police 
Academy, which begins on Feb. 6. This 10-week 
program will provide all who participate with 
firsthand information on all kinds of topics, ranging 
from how department units function to law 
enforcement and community policing. 

"The academy promotes understanding between 
citizens and the police through education," said Sgt. 
Terrie Wisnewski, who heads the Crime Prevention 
Unit. "We acquaint citizens with the role of law 
enforcement in the criminal justice system and 
provide insight into the operations of daily police 
work." 

The instructors are department officers and 
personnel who teach their own areas of expertise. 
These instructors bring their training and 
experiences into the classroom, and officers share 
their street experiences as well. 

The first session includes an introduction, an 
orientation and the history and organization of the 
police department. 

If you would like to participate, there is a 
—commitment of one night a week for the 10-week 

period. Classes are held from 7 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. 
at the Village Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road, Wheeling. 

This part is really cool! 
At the end of the 10 weeks, all participants will 

ride in a patrol car for one shift to experience what 
officers see and hear and how they apply their 
training. 

Interested? 
Well, you need to be a Wheeling resident and at 

least 21 years old to apply. If you want to apply, you 
can call 459-2632 or go the village's Web site at 
www.vi.wheeling.il.us  under the Reference Desk 
page. 

You will be notified if you are selected for the next 
session. The best part is that there is no charge for 
the academy. 

Reaching out 
The Pavilion Senior Center has asked for help 

from local churches to improve the quality of life for 
older citizens. Pavilion social worker Jan 
Christiansen recently met with the leaders of local 
churches who volunteered to recruit members of 
their congregations to reach out to those over age 65. 

The clergymen will ask their congregations to 
provide either one-time or occasional services such 
as visiting seniors, helping in transportation needs, 
going grocery shopping or even contributing to a 
Giving Tree for seniors who need help. Christiansen 
will assess the seniors in need and refer those people 
to the churches. 

Christiansen pointed out that seniors now account 
for 13 percent of the population. 

"They're living longer and staying at home," she 
said. 

The churches involved include Amazing Grace 
Fellowship, Calvary English Chapel and the Korean 
Christian Reformed Church. 

For more information on this program, you may 
call Jan Christiansen at 459-2670. . 

C's wn yo yeoc,1_ 

Keep me po ted 
Got anything special happening? I would love to 

include you in my next column. Phone or fax me at 
(847) 229-7045. Or send an e-mail to: 
Marcy60090@aot.com. - 



Wheeling commissioners 
like plan for townhouses 

(9?- 
BY FRED WOODHAMS and $310,000 and have two or three 
Daily Herald Staff Writer bedrooms and a basement. He de- 

scribed the townhouses as at the 
A plan for a 14-unit higher-end high end of the Wheeling town-

townhouse development received a house market. 
warm welcome from the Wheeling A number of residents spoke dur- 
plan commission Thursday. ing the meeting to express their 

Representatives from Capital concern about the proximity of the 
Homes pitched their plan for three buildings to their property line. 
or possibly four multi-family build- They told the commission they 
ings on 1.8 acres off Cornell Avenue wanted visual screening between 
near VIP Apartments on Hintz their single-family homes and the 
Road. development. About a dozen resi- 

While the commission decided to dents attended the hearing, many 
continue its review of the proposal of whom live in the Abourndale 
at a future meeting, commissioners subdivision just south of the site. 
unanimously said they approved of The residents also wanted assur- 
the basic plan, specifically the gen- ances that the developer would de-
eral look of the building designs and liver exactly what they've proposed. 
the density of the property, which at "Part of the concern is the quality 
7.7 units an acre is a little.less than of the buildings and the scale," res-
the village's maximum of 10 an acre. ident Carmine Trombetta said. 

"It probably is the one of the bet- For their part, commissioners 
ter things that could go on this told the developer they wanted to 
property," said commission Chair- see more brick on all sides of the 
man Ken Brady. buildings. Some commissioners 

Ken Frank, vice president of Cap- also told Capital Homes it should 
ital Homes, said the townhouses consider a sprinkler system for the 
would sell for between $260,000 property. 

Residents needed as commissioners 
Wheeling village officials are seeking dedicated residents 

to fill some holes on the village's commissions. 

nomic Development Commission and the Senior Commis-
Openings exist on the village's Plan Commission, Eco-

sion. 
Plan commissioners meet regularly to review proposed in-

dustrial, commercial and residential development plans and 
then give recommendations to the Village Board. The Plan 
Commission is also working on plans to overhaul the village's 
comprehensive plan. The commission also. acts as the Sign 
Code Board of Appeals and Appearance Review Commission. 
Plan commissioners are appointed to a three-year term. 

The Economic Development Commission promotes eco-
nomic growth in the village by identifying and evaluating 
business development and redevelopment. It also helps pre-
pare promotional materials for local businesses and develops 
marketing strategies to help existing Wheeling businesses 
and to attract new ones. Commissioners are appointed to a 
three-year term. 

The Senior Commission guides activities at the Pavilion 
Senior Center and oversees the needs of Wheeling's older res-
idents. The commission serves as an advisory body to the Vil-
lage Board, village manager and other government agencies 
`to promote the welfare of seniors. Commissioners are ap-
pointed to a two-year term. 

All commissioners are appointed by the village president. 
Applications are available on the village Web site at http:// 
www. vi. whee ling. il.us/ 
RefereneeDesk/FormsAndPermits.htm#Municpal. Then click 
on Municipal Forms. Forms also are available at Village Hall, 

1 /1-1/0.1 255 W. Dundee Road. 

Trustees 
approve 
Wolf Road 
upgrades 
BY FRED W IC-/D/IUS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Continuing their push to improve 
the village's roadways, Wheeling 
trustees agreed to go forward with a 
plan that will enhance the Wolf 
Road area. 

They decided to construct a side-
,walk, more street lights and signals 
Tong Wolf Road as well as install 
decorative bricks in the parkway ar-
eas along Milwaukee Avenue and 
along Dundee Road, just east of Mil-
waukee Avenue. 

The Wolf Road work will cost al-
most $840,000 and the decorative 
bricks will cost arp additional 
$400,000. 

Village board members decided 
to pay for the Wolf Road improve-
ments with little debate. However, 
they split over a plan to install street 
lights or bury power lines along 
Route 83 from Lake-Cook Road to 
north of Dundee Road. 

A majority of trustees decided 
against the Route 83 projects be-
cause of the cost — estimated at 
$1.2 million for utility line burial 
alone. 

"I really can't spend $1.2 million 
when I don't know what tomorrow 
means to the village," said Trustee 
Judy Abruscato, referring to the 
economy. 

However, trustees Trevor 
Lehmann and Dean Argiris pushed 
for the work on Route 83, saying the 
village had the opportunity now to 
do the project while the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation was 
working on the street, meaning the 
village could save money by doing 
the project then. 

"If you're going to do something, 
do it right," Argiris said. 

Trustee Mike Horcher abstained 
from voting on the Route 83 work 
because he owns land by the road. 
His son, Trustee Patrick Horcher, 
voted against doing the work. 

The work will be completed when 
IDOT improves Wolf Road to add a 
turn lane, bringing its total number 
of lanes to three. The projects could 
start by the end of this year. For 
Route 83, IDOT will widen the road 
to four lanes, similar to Route 83 im-
mediately south of Dundee Road. 
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No one injured during fire 
in Wheeling apartment 

HeAk fi <<6-e 
Palwaukee lands national honor: 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport has 
drawn kudos from a national ac-
counting standards board this 
month. The Connecticut-based 
Governmental Accounting Stan-
dards Board has praised the airport 
for being among the first govern-
ment agencies in the United States 
to make its financial reporting pro-
cedures consistent with its guide-
lines. The standards board is an in-
dependent, nonprofit organization 
that issues financial accounting and 
reporting standards for state and lo-
cal governments. The airport is 
owned by the city of Prospect 
Heights and the  village of Wheeling_ 

BY RHONDA RHONDA SCIARRA 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Fire heavily damaged a second-
floor apartment in Wheeling Tuesday 
night, leaving the family who lived 
there homeless. 

The fire broke out in the second 
floor unit at the Pine Hill Apartments, 
400 Manda Lane, just before 7 p.m, 
said Wheeling fire Lt. Jim Callanan. 

There were no injuries, but the unit 
was heavily damaged by fire, water 
and smoke. 

The apartment's residents, Tae 
Yong Lee and Hye Suk Lee, and their  

two children are staying with family 
friends, Callanan said. 

About 50 firefighters responded to 
the fire from departments from Ar-
lington Heights, Buffalo Grove, Long 
Grove, Lincolnshire, Mt. Prospect, 
Northbrook, Palatine, Countryside, 
Deerfield, Rolling Meadows, Lake 
Zurich, Des Planes and Barrington. 

Fire and smoke alarms in the 
building alerted apartment residents 
and most evacuated the building be-
fore firefighters arrived. 

The fire was believed to have start-
ed when cooking oil on the stove ig-
nited. 



2001 had its 
fine moments 

A
C- 0, o- evilit 6 i 1704. f- ,,,,o, 

c onsensus has emerged, 
reinforced by a blizzard of 
year-end summations in 
various media-outlets, that 

2001 was not a year that will be 
remembered fondly. 

The year began with a controversial 
presidential election decision and 
ended with the first recession in 
almost a decade. Troubles in the 
Middle East escalated throughout the 
year. At home, disturbing stories like 
the missing aide from Rep. Gary 
Condit's staff and the unusual 
massing of sharks off Florida in 
summer kept our attention. 

Then the Sept. 11 attacks, and their 
aftermath, trumped everything else 
with the sheer scale of its audacity and 
the heartfelt worldwide response. 

This was a year people needed to 
focus locally to find solace. 
Fortunately, 2001 was a pretty good 
year for Wheeling. 

The Village Board finally put the 
dreadfully tacky Millennium Plaza to 
rest and replaced it with a bucolic 
fountain design appropriately named 
Friendship Park. And, unlike the 
sloth-like progress made on the 
former project, the new proposal for 
the corner of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road is on schedule and 
should be gracing the village by the 
expected completion date of July 4. 

Milwaukee Avenue redevelopment, 
a topic of discussion for more than a 
decade, made significant progress 
with the addition of a Ram 
Restaurant, the purchase of the 
Wheeling Nursery site that paves the 
way for a new residential development 
and the completion of One Milwaukee 
Place, which has brought a new 
vitality to what was an underused, 
unattractive corner. 

Village officials also launched a 
long-overdue review of Wheeling's 
comprehensive plan, the official guide 
for future growth. The new plan 
includes designs of developing a new 
town center, cleaning up blighted 
properties, improving flood control 
and making streetscape 
improvements. 

The mantra after Sept. 11 has been 
that we have to resume our normal 
lives. In that sense, 2001 really wasn't 
so bad — here, at least. Best yet, 2001's 
achievements hold the promise of 
making 2002 even better. 

Citizens get to see inner workings of Wheeling P.D. 
BY FRED0)(3DHAMS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

For those who want to see close 
up how Wheeling police work with-
out the risk of earning a criminal 
record, the department again will 
sponsor its Citizens Police Academy. 

The department puts on the acad-
emy to promote a better under-
standing between citizens and po-
lice, Wheeling Officer Dorann Swan-
son said. 

Up to 30 people participate in the 
annual program, which is free to en-
rollees. They learn about police pa-
trols, how evidence technicians op-
erate, about K-9 units and even laws 
governing criminal searches and 
seizures. 

"Residents get an inside look on 
how the department operates," 
Swanson said. 

At the end of the course, partici-
pants will ride along with a police 
officer in a patrol car for a shift to see  

firsthand what patrol officers do. 
Swanson said participants will be 

able to meet many of the depart-
ment's officers. The classes also 
draw people of all ages from 
throughout the community, she 
said. 

"We had people in their 20s all the 
way up to senior citizens," she said. 
"We've had people from all walks of 
life." 

Academy instructors come from 
the various parts of the department  

and talk about their own areas of ex-
pertise. 

The academy classes will be held 
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at Village Hall, 255 
W. Dundee Road, one night a week for 
10 weeks. Classes begin Feb. 6. 

To participate in the police acade-
my, people must be 21 or older and 
live or work in the village. 

People can apply to the academy by 
calling (847) 459-2990 to get an appli-
cation. 

A printable application is available 

e Links 
dailyherald.com/ez  
Bookmark our Web page for hyperlinks 
to more information 

Wheeling's Citizens Police Academy 

through the village's Web site, 
wwwvi.wheeling.il.us, and clicking on 
Village Services, then the Police link. 

Police Academy 
What is an evidence technician, and how do they 

operate? How do Wheeling police officers patrol the 
street? How often do officers qualify on the shooting 
range? 

All of these questions and many more will be 
answered during the next annual Citizens Police 
Academy, which begins on Feb. 6. This 10-week 
program will provide all who participate with 
firsthand information on all kinds of topics, ranging 
from how department units function to law 
enforcement and community policing. 

"The academy promotes understanding between 
citizens and the police through education," said Sgt. 
Terrie Wisnewski, who heads the Crime Prevention 
Unit. "We acquaint citizens with the role of law 
enforcement in the criminal justice system and 
provide insight into the operations of daily police 
work." 

The instructors are department officers and 
personnel who teach their own areas of expertise. 
These instructors bring their training and 
experiences into the classroom, and officers share 
their street experiences as well. 

The first session includes an introduction, an 
orientation and the history and organization of the 
police department. 

If you would like to participate, there is a_ 
—commitment of one night a week for the 10-week 

period. Classes are held from 7 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. 
at the Village Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road, Wheeling. 

This part is really cool! 
At the end of the 10 weeks, all participants will 

ride in a patrol car for one shift to experience what 
officers see and hear and how they apply their 
training. 

Interested? 
Well, you need to be a Wheeling resident and at 

least 21 years old to apply. If you want to apply, you 
can call 459-2632 or go the village's Web site at 
www.vi.wheeling.il.us  under the Reference Desk 
page. 

You will be notified if you are selected for the next 
session. The best part is that there is no charge for 
the academy. • 

Reaching out 
The Pavilion Senior Center has asked for help 

from local churches to improve the quality of life for 
older citizens. Pavilion social worker Jan 
Christiansen recently met with the leaders of local 
churches who volunteered to recruit members of 
their congregations to reach out to those over age 65. 

The clergymen will ask their congregations to 
provide either one-time or occasional services such 
as visiting seniors, helping in transportation needs, 
going grocery shopping or even contributing to a 
Giving Tree for seniors who need help. Christiansen 
will assess the seniors in need and refer those people 
to the churches. 

Christiansen pointed out that seniors now account 
for 13 percent of the population. 

"They're living longer and staying at home," she 
said. 

The churches involved include Amazing Grace 
Fellowship, Calvary English Chapel and the Korean 
Christian Reformed Church. 

For more information on this program, you may 
call Jan Christiansen at 459-2670. 

•3/0c.)--/ 

Keep me po ted 
Got anything special happening? I would love to 

include you in my next column. Phone or fax me at 
(847) 229-7045. Or send an e-mail to: 
Marcy60090@aoi.com. 

Wheeling 
board plans 
to take look 
at tree law 

I~l o1oa 
BY FRED WOODHAMS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees expressed sup-
port for a change in the village tree 
ordinance that would leave, if you 
will, homeowners alone. 

The trustees agreed on Monday 
they should revisit an ordinance that 
governs tree preservation after a re-
quest from the Northwest Associa-
tion of Realtors. The association 
asked trustees to alter village rules to 
allow homeowner removal of a tree 
if they want to build a driveway, pa-
tio or similar project on their prop-
erty. 

Mike Scobey, government affairs 
director for the 4,000-member asso-
ciation, told trustees the change is 
needed to give homeowners the 
ability to improve their properties. 
He called the change consistent 
with the intention of the existing 
rules to preserve standing trees in 
the village. 

"The flexibility is needed where 
the homeowner may want to add a 
deck or addition," he said. 

Some association members have 
encountered problems with similar 
ordinances in other municipalities, 
which is what sparked the group's 
interest, he said. 

Village trustees unanimously 
agreed.to take up the issue formally 
at a future meeting. 

"I don't think anybody would cut 
down a shade tree in their back yard 
in they don't have to," said Trustee 
Michael Horcher. 

Existing exemptions in the rules 
allow trees to be removed if the tree 
is dying, constitutes a hazard to peo-
ple or property, or its removal en-
hances the health of other trees 
nearby. The proposed change would 
not affect commercial or industrial 
properties. 

"They (homeowners) should have 
the right to do what they want in 
their backyard," said Trustee Judy 
Abruscato. 

On residential properties, the cur-
rent rules prohibit the removal of, or 
damage to, trees greater than 8 inch-
es in diameter that are within 25 feet 
of a street right-of-way. If trees are 
removed, they must be replaced 
with trees that have a total diameter 
that measures equal to 11/2  times the 
diameter pf what was removed. 
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The Wheeling Village Board 
is looking to amend its tree-
preservation ordinance after 
being approached by a re-
gional real estate firm asking 
that the law be softened. 

Michael Scobey, director of 
government affairs for the Ar-
lington Heights-based North-
west Association of Realtors, 
appeared before the board 
Jan. 7 and asked that the ordi-
nance be amended to provide 
more latitude to owners of sin-
gle-family homes who want to 
cut down trees in order to 
make improvements to their 
homes. 

Scobey asked the board to 
allow residents to cut down 
trees in their yard to build pat-
ios, decks, additions or drive-
ways, as long as the resident 
proves "reasonable efforts 
have been undertaken in the 
planning and design of the 
proposed site improvement to 
minimize tree damage and/or 
removal." 

Board members unani-
mously agreed to alter the or-
dinance and instructed Village 
Attorney James Rhodes to 
draft the amendment for ap-
proval. Board members said 
they believe residents should 
have the right to cut down 
trees on their property. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said his only concern was who 
determines what is a "reason-
able effort." Scobey agreed 
that the word "reasonable" is 
a subjective term, but he be-
lieves appropriate language 
can be included in the ordi-
nance that would provide a 
"fair standard" for homeown-
ers and the village. 

"Realtors are looking out 
for their clients who might 
want to enhance the enjoy-
ment of their property," Sco-
bey said. "Trees are an asset 
to property, too, but we want 
to look out for the homeown-
er's interests, too." 

Scobey also said the amend-
ment might make it easier for 
Realtors to sell homes in 
Wheeling. 

"I don't think our members 
would be happy if clients 
couldn't enhance their prop-
erty," he said. 

Scobey said he learned 
about the village's ordinance 
this past summer and brought 
it up to his organization's 

"We debated it and found it 
too restrictive," Scobey said. 

Scobey said the realty asso-
ciation is mostly concerned 
about corner lots and those 
lots that may back up to a 
street or have a street running 
along the side of the yard. 

The Village Board passed 
the tree-preservation ordi-
nance in January 2001. The or-
dinance is geared toward pro-
tecting trees at least 8 inches 
in diameter within 25 feet of 
the street. When any tree 
within that right of way mea-
suring 8 inches or greater is 
torn down or damaged, it 
must be replaced by new 
trees. Trees within that right 
of way that are dead, diseased, 
have severe insect problems, 
are a hazard to property or 
people or whose removal 
helps others in the vicinity 
grow, can be cut down without 
being replaced. 

While the ordinance as it 
stands outlines specific condi-
tions for the removal of trees 
without them having to be re-
placed, it does include some 
flexibility, according to village 
attorney Rhodes. Language in 
the ordinance states, "Permits 
authorizing the removal of 
such trees may be issued by 
the director in accordance 
with, but not limited to, the ... 
conditions." 

Rhodes also said that those 
trees not inside the 25-foot 
zone are not affected by the 
ordinance. 

"People are free to do what 
they' want with trees beyond 
that 25-foot right of way," 
Rhodes said. , 

Wheeling resident Gary 
Cohn worked for five years to 
get the ordinance passed, and 
he is disappointed to hear the 
board is willing to relax some 
of the restrictions. 

"It's a horrible amendment, 
and (the board) will probably 
pass it," he said. "It means 
people will be able to cut 
down any tree they want." 

Cohn also argued that 
" 'reasonable' is in the eye of 
the beholder," and depending 
on who deems the efforts were 
reasonable will depend on 
which trees are saved and 
which ones are destroyed.  
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Realtors' group 
asks for change 
to tree ordinance 

By CASEY MOFFITT membership. 

Wheeling 
among first 
to offer 
wireless 911 
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BY FRED WOODHAMS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Many mobile phone subscribers 
in Wheeling probably didn't realize 
that, until late last month, not all of 
them could dial 911 like they do with 
their landline phone at home. 

.Now, wireless phone users in 
Wheeling have emergency help at 
their fingertips. 

The villages of Wheeling and 
Glenview together have started a 
wireless 911 service that can direct 
police and firefighters to the caller 
reporting an emergency. 

Previously, if a person dialed 911 
on a wireless phone they would hear'  
a recorded message telling them the 
service wasn't available in their area. 
Instead, they would have had to call 
their wireless operators who then 
would have tried to call the correct 
public safety agency. 

Wheeling Fire Chief Keith 
MacIsaac said the service, without 
even being much publicized, al-
ready has been used by the village 
police and fire departments to re-
spond to a fire, reports of suspicious 
activity and other typical 911 calls. 

"People are so used to 911 service 
they didn't even think about wire-
less," he said. 

The system works by detecting 
the nearest transmission tower of 
the wireless phone user and sending 
that information along to the 911 
dispatcher, MacIsaac said. 

"It happens literally in fractions of 
seconds," he said. 

The dispatcher also will know the 
phone's registration and the tele-
phone number. 

Eventually, mobile phone users in 
Illinois will have wireless 911 service 
statewide. Until then, Wheeling is 
among the first area communities to 
have it. 

The system incorporates the sev-
en wireless service providers in the 
village —AT&T Wireless, Cingular, 
Nextel, Primeco, Sprint PCS, Verizon 
and Voicestream. Some companies 
have allowed their customers to use 
the 911 service for some time now. 
Until just recently, not all of the 
companies had reached agreements 
with the villages. 

The system is paid for with a 75-
cent monthly charge on each wire-
less phone with a billing address in 
the village. Of that amount, 48 cents 
goes to the village, as required by 
state law. 

The rest of the fee goes to the 
wireless companies to maintain the 
system. 

Wheeling moves ahead on park: 
The Wheeling village board on Tues-
day unanimously approved spend-
ing $1.27 million for plans to build a 
park area on the northern corners of 
the intersection of Dundee Road 
and Milwaukee Avenue. Interested 
in moving forward quickly, trustees 
voted to waive the regular competi-
tive bidding requirements and au-
thorized Harding ESE, an architec-
tural firm, to prepare final design 
and construction plans for Friend-
ship Park. Almost all of the money 
for the park will come from tax in-
crement financing district funding. 
The project is planned to be com-
pleted in June. 
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Village to purchase 
flood-prone homes 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

I I 0 
Five Wheeling families liv-

ing in flood-prone homes on 
South Wolf Road and High-
land Avenue will soon be relo-
cated. 

The village's Community 
Development Department re-
ceived a grant from the Illi-
nois Department of Natural 
Resources worth more than $1 
million to relocate residents 
and demolish five homes that 
are located in flood-prone 
areas. 

Mary Weidner, administra-
tive analyst for the Commu-
nity Development Depart-
ment, said the initiative will 
eliminate the headaches for 
homeowners and also save 
time, money and manpower of 
the Public Works Department, 
which pumps water out of 
those homes when they flood. 
The department also conducts 
evacuations of those proper-
ties when such measures are 
necessary. 

"Those five homes were 
chosen because they have the  

most number of flooding inci-
dents," Weidner said. "It was 
also based on topography, lo-
cation in the flood plain and 
since they're in natural low 
areas." 

The Village Board unani-
mously. elected to amend the 
2002 budget in order to fund 
the purchase and demolition 
of the five homes. The state 
will reimburse the village 
after the homes — 146, 151, 
158 and 172 S. Wolf Road, and 
100 Highland Ave. — are de-
stroyed. 

The parcels will remain va-
cant once the homes are de-
molished, Weidner said. The 
village may build a park in 
that area, but no residential or 
business structures can be 
built there in the future, 
according to the state grant 
agreement. 

The land will be able to 
flood and drain naturally if it 
is kept vacant, Weidner said. 
It also will provide the village 
with some additional water 
storage during storms. 

The village has been work-
ing with the homeowners  

throughout the process, and 
officials say most have been 
cooperative so far. 

Peter Gurba owns the home 
at 172 S. Wolf Road, and he 
said he would be willing to sell 
his property to the village if 
the price is right. Gurba said 
he likes where he is living, de-
spite the fact his home floods 
regularly. 

"Where else can I get an 
acre lot with a river and ducks 
and geese," he said. "It's a 
nice area." 

Gurba purchased the home 
three years ago. He said it was 
neglected when he bought it, 
and he had hoped to repair it. 
He said he could probably al-
leviate the flooding problems 
on his own. 

"The ground gets soaked, 
and water seeps into the base-
ment," he said. "It needs 
maintenance. I think with 
some sump pumps and mod-
ern technology, it probably 
wouldn't flood." 

The village must get ap-
praisals for the homes, make 
offers to the owners and close 
on the sales before demolition, 

The village hopes to purchase and level these homes on 
South Wolf Road, which are prone to flooding. 

Weidner said. The state must the acquisition process. 
approve the appraisals before Weidner said the grant is ex-
the village can proceed with pected to cover all expenses. 

It's almost cookie time 
POW- 

irl Scouts in Wheeling will be winding up 
their door-to-door cookie sale this 
weekend. 

Girls around the community have been 
busy visiting with neighbors during daylight hours 
and making phone calls to former cookie-lover 
customers. It was wonderful to hear from fourth-
grade Junior Girl Scout Katie Anderson from Walt 
Whitman Troop 1405. Lisa Hickman, from the 
fourth-grade Junior Troop 1776 at Booth Tarkington 
School, was another delight to hear from. Amelia 
Corcilius, a fifth-grade Junior Girl Scout in Troop 
189 at Mark Twain was prepared when she phoned. 

Amelia reminded me of my order from last year so 
I was sure not to miss any of my favorite cookies. 
And order the favorite is what I did! 

Thank you to all the girls who participated in the 
Girl Scout cookie sale. Through the product sale, the 
girls have learned to set goals, work toward that end 
and plan the use of funds they raise and so much 
more. A big thank you from the girls to each 
member of our community who helped them toward 
their goal. Now we wait until March to sample those 
delectables! 

AARP news 
The AARP January meeting will be held Jan. 28 at 

1 p.m. in the Wheeling Pavilion Senior Center, 199 
N. First St. A bonus this month will be two speakers. 

Red Cross programs for seniors will be addressed 
by Jan Christiansen, social worker at the Pavilion 
Center. Officer Thomas Pilewski of the Wheeling 
Police Department will talk about the Wheeling Safe 
Community Program. Both items provide significant 
information for all seniors. Plan to attend. The 
programs are open to everyone. Additional 
information is available by contacting the Pavilion  

Center at (847) 459-2670. 

Police Academy 
Have your ever been curious about the 

operations of the Wheeling Police 
Department? Do you know how the 
officers patrol the streets? What role does 
an evidence technician play in the daily operations? 
Did you know that officers are required to qualify at 
a shooting range? 

The eighth annual Citizens Police Academy will 
provide the answers to these and many more 
questions during a 10-week program beginning Feb. 
6. The academy is intended to promote an 
understanding between citizens and the police 
through education. Participants are acquainted with 
the role of law enforcement in the criminal justice 
system and provided with insight into the daily 
operations of police work. Police officers and 
personnel teach their own areas of expertise. Those 
who instruct the program sessions have broad 
training and experience, including the street 
experience that they bring into the classroom. 

The first session will be an introduction on the 
history and organization of the Wheeling Police 
Department. Then you learn about department units 
such as patrol, traffic, crime prevention/community 
relations, DARE and investigations. Issues will 
include domestic violence, child abuse, use of force, 
major crimes and community policing. 

The Citizens Police Academy requires a 
commitment of one night each week for the 10-week 
period. Classes are held at Village Hall, 255 W. 
Dundee Road, from 7 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. The 
academy concludes with participants sharing a ride 
in a patrol car for one shift so they can experience 

firsthand what officers see and hear, ar 
apply their training. 

Village residents over the age of 21 a 
the program. Applications are available 
Police Department or the "Reference I 
village Web site at http:11www.vi.wheel 
us/ReferenceDeskl 
FormsAndPermits. 
htm#Police 
DepartmentForms. 

For additional information contact 
Wisnewski, head of the Crime Preven 
After the application is submitted, yo 
notified if you are selected fpr the ne 
is your opportunity to get an inside pe 
operations of our law enforcement ag 

Keep me posted 

That about wraps up the news and 
visit. Drop a note or give a call to shar 
happenings in your life, organization, 
whatever. 

Phone me at (847) 541-7001, fax to 8 
mail is addressed to TLDean7001@cs. 
snail mail is delivered to 489 McHen 
Wheeling. Keep in touch. It is great to 
you! 



Friendship Park costs 
The Wheeling Village Board approved a contract for construction of 
Friendship Park last week. The project, which will cost about $1.27 
million, will be paid for by a $50,000 state grant and about $1.2 million 
in village development funds. 

Anticipated construction costs 

Earthwork: 
Paving: 

Landscaping: 
Hardscaping: 
Furnishings: 

Electrical: 
Mechanical: 

Lighting: 
Remaining concrete: 

Fees: 
Construction contingency: 

excavation, soil, grading $100,630 
sidewalks, ramps, stairs $98,225 
trees, shrubs, flowers $73,050 
walls, curbs, fountain basins $243,930 
benches, gazebo, signs $77,200 
conduits, transformers $64,500 
fountain, piping, connections $186,300 

$57,000 
$20,000 

$304,168 
$46,100 

TOTAL $1,271,103 
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By CASEY MOFFITI 
STAFF WRITER 

t - 3 I - 0'? 
The contract has been 

signed, and village officials 
are optimistic that the new 
$1.27 million Friendship Park 
will be open come the Fourth 
of July. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
agreed on a contract with Har-
ding ESE to design and build 
the Dundee Road and Milwau-
kee Avenue park at its meet-
ing last week. 

The park, for now called 
Friendship Park, is a bit more 
costly than trustees had origi-
nally wanted. The board set a 
$1 million budget for a park or 
plaza on the corner when it 
originally agreed to build one 
there over three years ago. 
Some board members men-
tioned their surprise at the 
price tag, but trustees unani-
mously voted to accept the the 
contract nonetheless. 

"I'm interested to see the 
price is up to where the old 
(project) would be," said Trus-
tee Robert Heer..  

The futuristic Millennium 
Plaza, with its fountains and  

overhanging tubes over all 
four corners of the intersec-
tion, was expected to cost $1 
million when first proposed. 
The current project, which in-
cludes waterfalls, fountains, a 
gazebo and landscaping, will 
be built on only two corners. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher 
also noted the contract did not 
include any funding for possi-
ble remediation on the site. 
Harding ESE engineers said a 
gas station once occupied the 
northeast corner of Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue, 
where Cole Taylor Bank cur-
rently sits. The station left be-
hind some contamination. 
Harding engineers are in close 
contact with the Illinois Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
about the degree of contami-
nation at the site. Claus Dun-
kelberg, an engineer with 
Harding ESE, said he spoke 
with IEPA recently, and so far 
the agency does not believe 
any remediation is necessary. 

Harding ESE also submit-
ted a construction schedule 
with the contract. According 
to that schedule, the park 
should be built and ready to  

open by the end of June. 
Grading could begin as early 
as this week. Trustees said 
they wanted to open the park 
during Fourth of July celebra-
tions. 

Village President Greg Kla-
tecki asked Dunkelberg if he 
believed construction could 
honestly be completed accord-
ing to the schedule. Klatecki 
said his son, who is a con-
struction manager, told him 
the schedule is tight. 

"The schedule is very tight, 
nearly unrealistic," Klatecki 
said. "Are we going to find 
ourselves in a situation where 
we're not going to meet the 
schedule?" 

Dunkelberg said he believes 
the park will be open on time. 
He said he has spoken with 
the manufacturers of the ga-
zebo, the water pumps arIct 
other equipment, none of 
whom indicated a problem of 
delivering the materials on 
time. 

The village will be using 
money set aside in the tax in-
crement financing district to 
build the park. The village 
also was awarded a $50,000 

Source. Haning ESE, Inc Vilage of Wheefing 

grant for the project from the 
Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Community Af-
fairs. 

The park will feature a 
7.5-foot waterfall on the east 
side, along with a 
4,600-square-foot fountain 
basin and a seating wall. The 
west side will feature a foun-
tain wi a 1,250-square-foot 
basin and stone benches with 
a stone perimeter wall behind 

Pioneer Press / ch 

them. A total of 32 trees and 
150 shrubs are expected to be 
planted between both corners. 
The plan also calls for the use 
of 15 tons of boulders. 

Trustees said the name of 
the park may change upon 
further discussions with Cole 
Taylor Bank officials. Cole 
Taylor donated the land on 
the northeast corner to the vil-
lage for the park's construc-
tion. 
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Frien ship Park a go, work to begin 

Trustees wrestle with road improvements 
/. \A/fa v. Continued from 

By CASEY MOFFI 
STAFF WRITER _31-0 

Trustees are realizing that their desire to improve 
Wheeling's look ultimately comes down to one im-
portant factor: money. 

The cost of making improvements along two 
major roads in the village is forcing the Village 
Board to make some difficult decisions. As the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation plans its own im-
provements along Wolf and McHenry roads within 
the next two years, trustees also are hoping to incor-
porate some village-funded improvements while 
IDOT crews work. Discussion among board mem-
bers continues as to what improvements can be 
made now and which may need to be delayed. 

"We're talking about a lot of money," said Trustee 
Judy Abruscato. "We don't have to do everything to- 

morrow. We need to take a good look and see what 
needs to be done." 

The board is hoping to install sidewalks and street 
lights on Wolf Road, as well as bury utility lines and 
add street lights and sidewalks along McHenry 
Road. But after discovering it would cost the village 
$1.2 million to bury only Commonwealth Edison 
lines and not other utility lines, and another 
$840,000 for Wolf Road improvements, the board is 
taking a closer look at burying the power lines and 
installing the McHenry Road street lights. 

"It's going to mean tightening our belts," Trustee 
Patrick Horcher said Monday. "It's a nice idea, but 
it's got to be paid for." 

Monday night was the second time in the last two 
meetings that the board has addressed the street im-
provements. Horcher stressed at the prior meeting 
that the board has to set priorities. 

"I don't feel it's necessary," Horcher said about 
the street lights on McHenry Road. "It would be nice 
to have lights (on McHenry Road). It's not as well-
lighted as it should be, but it's too much money." 

Village President Greg Klatecki said the board 
will make a decision on burying the utility lines 
after staff members provide a more specific cost for 
doing so. The street lights might not be able to be in-
stalled if the utility lines are not buried. 

"Burying the power lines is the largest cost," he 
said. "I don't think the board is willing to spend it." 

IDOT will pay half the cost of building the side-
walk on McHenry Road, and the village will pay the 
other half, making the village's cost an estimated 
$26,331, said Guy Kolberg, acting public works direc-
tor. 

The proposed Wolf Road and McHenry Road im-
(Continued on page 9) 

provements are not included 
in the village's five-year capi-
tal improvements program. 
Kolberg said public works will 
have to re-examine the plan in 
order to make sure the Wolf 
and McHenry roads work will 
not drain funds from projects 
already in the plan. 

Kolberg said oie Wolf Road 
improvements L 2 not sched- 

pa; 

uled until 2004, giving the vil-
lage some time to find money 
for the work while keeping 
other projects in the plan. 

"It's a question we're going 
to be facing," Kolberg said. 
"We do have some time to re-
schedule or shuffle projects to 
free up some funds. Or we 
may not need to do that, &-
pending on the financials." 
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Work starts soon 
on Wheeling park 

Town houses on hold 
A proposed Avalon-Sienn' 

town house project remain:, 
under review as village offi 
cials await the final report 
from an environmental con-
sultant on contamination is-
sues at the site. 

The village hired its own 
consultant to see if a gasoline 
spill on the site has contami-
nated it too much for a resi-
dential development, accord-
ing to Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency standards. 
The IEPA is currently unwill-
ing to sign a letter stating no 
further remediation to the site 
is needed. 

Avalon-Sienna hopes to 
build a 55-unit town home de-
velopment at the intersection 
of Willow Road and Foster 
Avenue. The Plan Commis-
sion first opened the docket 
on the proposal March 8, 2001. 
The project is scheduled for 
the commission's March 14 
agenda to allow the village 
consultant enough time to fin-
ish the report. 

Greek home to open 
The Greek American Reha-

bilitation and Care Center, lo-
cated across the street from 
the Pavilion Senior Center, 
will be opening by the spring, 
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;BY FRED WOODHAMS 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

An aggressive plan to start work on 
' Friendship Park got the go-ahead 
from Wheeling trustees this week. 

The village board Tuesday unani-
mously approved spending $1.27 

'.million to pay for the project that 
would build a park on the northern 
corner of the intersection of Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue. 

Trustees OK'd waiving the regular 
competitive bidding requirements 
and authorized Harding ESE, an ar-
chitectural firm, to prepare final de-
sign and construction plans of 
Friendship Park. 

Harding will get $120,000 for its 
work, while construction costs are 
expected to be about $1.1 million. 
The trustees approved about $46,000 
to pay for any cost overruns. 

Almost all of the money for the 
park will come from TIF district 
funding. In addition, the project re-
ceived a $50,000 state, grant. 

The project is planned to be com-
pleted in June. 

Village President Greg Klatecki  

said he was concerned about the 
rapid pace the project is expected to 
take. He said his son, who is the pro-
ject manager for a phase of the Wack-
er Drive reconstruction, believes the 
time schedule proposed by Harding 
could be unrealistic. 

"How can we hold the architect or 
the people doing it responsible for 
this," he asked. 

Harding representatives told 
trustees they were working with a se-
lect group of contractors to get the 
job done and agreed that the plan 
was ambitious. 

"The schedule is aggressive," said 
Claus Dunkelberg, of Harding. 
"We've always said that from the out-
set." 

Dunkelberg said the plan was de-
signed to ensure a great deal of water 
fall action. 

The project still must get reviewed 
and approved by representatives of 
One Milwaukee Place, Walgreens and 
Cole Taylor Bank because of agree-
ments made with them when they 
were developed. Cole Taylor paid for 
most of the cost of land that the park 
will use for its northeast side. 

2002 could be a busy one for Village Board 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

TAFF WRI 
_ i-31-0a-- 

With a month of the new year al-
ready past, members of the Wheeling 
Village Board are setting their sights 
on a productive 2002. 

President Greg Klatecki said a more 
dynamic Village Board will set the 
tone for a lot of the work that he and 
other trustees would like to see get 
done. 

"I'd like to hold a team-building ses-
sion to clear the air," he said. "We all 
need to make sure we're all on the 
same page. Unless we go away and sit 
together to talk about things, it will 
never get done in an open meeting." 

Cleaning things up 
Trustee Judy Abruscato said she 

wants to continue to clean up the 
"dreck" on Milwaukee Avenue and im-
prove the aesthetics of the street to 
complement the famous Restaurant 
Row. 

"When you turn right off the corner 
of Dundee Road to Milwaukee Ave-
nue, there's a building that's half 
standing up, and we have to get rid of 
things like that," she said. "We have 
the (tax increment financing) funds, 
and now's the time to use them to get 
the area developed." 

Abruscato said the village has been 
working to redevelop Milwaukee Ave-
nue for years, and it's time to start fin-
ishing up what the village started so  

long ago. She also said building and 
opening Friendship Park will help 
make the area look a lot better. 

Trustee Dean Argiris also said he is 
excited to see the park get built. He 
also looks forward to completing other 
redevelopment projects throughout 
the village. 

Argiris said the future of the village 
will come into clearer focus as the vil-
lage works on its new comprehensive 
plan. The plan will be the definitive 
planning document and include ways 
to clean up other areas besides Mil-
waukee Avenue. 

A new downtown? 
One area Argiris wants to improve is 

the intersection of Wheeling and Dun-
dee roads. Trustees have been talking 
about transforming that area into a 
downtown-style development with res-
idential and commercial buildings. 

"We've done a lot of work lately, and 
we've got some good stuff going," he 
said. 

Argiris also said the board needs to 
work on getting good people to fill 
some department head seats. The vil-
lage is looking for new people to head 
the community development and pub-
lic works departments, as well as a  

Village Hall and the Public Works 
building to make more office space for 
village departments. Officials also 
would like to move the Community 
Development Department and Fi-
nance Department out of the Wickes 
Furniture building on Dundee Road 
into Village Hall. The board has talked 
about moving the Public Works De-
partment onto a village-owned parcel 
on Hintz Road. 

As much as Heer would like to keep 
looking at the issue, he admitted it 
could be difficult for the village to 
make any changes to its facilities in 
the coming year. 

"With the economy the way it is 
now, it may have to take a back seat," 
he said. 

The welcome mat 
Trustee Michael Horcher said he, 

too, plans to work to make the village 
more enticing to business interests. 
He wants to help businesses in Wheel-
ing continue to thrive and expand, as 
well as attract new businesses into the 
village.  

business as usual," he said. "We're 
going to make a few changes, and the 
people will see those changes." 

Cable guy 
Trustee Patrick Horcher said a pet 

project would be getting another cable 
television company in the village to 
provide some "serious competition" to 
AT&T. 

"I first got cable about eight years 
ago, and I was paying about $25 to $30 
a month," he said. "My package hasn't 
changed, and now I'm paying $60." 

AT&T just increased cable rates, 
and Patrick Horcher said residents 
aren't getting anything more from the 
cable company with those rate hikes. 
Wide Open West, a cable television 
provider based in Denver, has taken 
over Ameritech's cable infrastructure 
and is expected to begin providing 
services to Wheeling residents in 
April. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann said he 
has a number of goals for the new 
year, including continued work on the 
comprehensive plan, building Friend-
ship Park and continuing to look for 
areas to redevelop. 

One of the biggest issues facing the 
village, he said, is to evaluate village 
personnel and fill vacancies with peo-
ple who share the same goals and vi-
sions as the board. 

"I want to see the best people possi-
ble to fill those vacant spots," he said. 
"We need to put together a team with 
the same goals the board believes in." 

"The new comprehensive plan will 
help a lot there," he said. "We also 
have to work on wetlands and flood-
plain issues. That should be a big goal 

new airport manager. for the village as a whole." 

Trustee Robert Heer said he wouleil>41:*...,proving the village's image will 
like the board to keep looking at reno- also help in attracting new business to 
vations to Village Hall, which is too the village, Horcher said, and Friend- 
cramped for village employees. The ship Park should help in that area, too. 
village has been looking to renovate "People should know it won't be 



said he was concerned about the 
rapid pace the project is expected to 
take. He said his son, who is the pro-
ject manager for a phase of the Wack-
er Drive reconstruction, believes the 
time schedule proposed by Harding 
could be unrealistic. 

"How can we hold the architect or 
the people doing it responsible for 
this," he asked. 

Harding representatives told 
trustees they were working with a se-
lect group of contractors to get the 
job done and agreed that the plan 
was ambitious. 

"The schedule is aggressive," said 
Claus Dunkelberg, of Harding. 
"We've always said that from the out-
set." 

Dunkelberg said the plan was de-
signed to ensure a great deal of water 
fall action. 

The project still must get reviewed 
and approved by representatives of 
One Milwaukee Place, Walgreens and 
Cole Taylor Bank because of agree-
ments made with them when they 
were developed. Cole Taylor paid for 
most of the cost of land that the park 
will use for its northeast side. 
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Work starts soon 
on Wheeling park 

Town houses on hold 

A proposed Avalon-Sienn" 
town house project remain:, 
under review as village offi, 
cials await the final report 
from an environmental con-
sultant on contamination is-
sues at the site. 

The village hired its own 
consultant to see if a gasoline 
spill on the site has contami-
nated it too much for a resi-
dential development, accord-
ing to Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency standards. 
The IEPA is currently unwill-
ing to sign a letter stating no 
further remediation to the site 
is needed. 

Avalon-Sienna hopes to 
build a 55-unit town home de-
velopment at the intersection 
of Willow Road and Foster 
Avenue. The Plan Commis-
sion first opened the docket 
on the proposal March 8, 2001. 
The project is scheduled for 
the commission's March 14 
agenda to allow the village 
consultant enough time to fin-
ish the report. 

Greek home to open 

The Greek American Reha-
bilitation and Care Center, lo-
cated across the street from 
the Pavilion Senior Center, 
will be opening by the spring, 
and center officials say the 
new facility will have a posi-
tive impact on the local econ-
omy. 

The center will employ 
more than 165 professional 
staff to care for 200 men and 
women. The staff will include 
registered nurses, licensed 
practical nurses, therapists, 
trained Alzheimer's disease 
care specialists and activities 
personnel. The center also will 
have to hire a supportifterffkift 
dietary personnel, mainte- 

2 nance, housekeeping, ac-
counting and office personnel. 

Officials of the center esti-
mate the center will add close 
to $20 million into the local 
economy through job growth 
and purchases for food, med-

w ical supplies and equipment. 
read It is also assumed newly hired 
VillE personnel will spend money at 
on a  local businesses. 

Pi 
/ tor). 

dynamic Village Board will set the 
tone for a lot of the work that he and 
other trustees would like to see get 
done. 

"I'd like to hold a team-building ses-
sion to clear the air," he said. "We all 
need to make sure we're all on the 
same page. Unless we go away and sit 
together to talk about things, it will 
never get done in an open meeting." 

Cleaning things up 

Trustee Judy Abruscato said she 
wants to continue to clean up the 
"dreck" on Milwaukee Avenue and im-
prove the aesthetics of the street to 
complement the famous Restaurant 
Row. 

"When you turn right off the corner 
of Dundee Road to Milwaukee Ave-
nue, there's a building that's half 
standing up, and we have to get rid of 
things like that," she said. "We have 
the (tax increment financing) funds, 
and now's the time to use them to get 
the area developed."' 

Abruscato said the village has been-
working to redevelop Milwaukee Ave-
nue for years, and it's time to start fin-
ishing up what the village started so  

• 105)03. 
BY FRED WOODHAMS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

An aggressive plan to start work on 
`Friendship Park got the go-ahead 
from Wheeling trustees this week. 

The village board Tuesday unani-
mously approved spending $1.27 

:million to pay for the project that 
would build a park on the northern 
corner of the intersection of Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue. 

Trustees OK'd waiving the regular 
competitive bidding requirements 
and authorized Harding ESE, an ar-
chitectural firm, to prepare final de-
sign and construction plans of 
Friendship Park. 

Harding will get $120,000 for its 
work, while construction costs are 
expected to be about $1.1 million. 
The trustees approved about $46,000 
to pay for any cost overruns. 

Almost all of the money for the 
park will come from TIF district 
funding. In addition, the project re-
ceived a $50,000 state, grant. 

The project is planned to be com-
pleted in June. 

VillAge President Greg Kiatecki 

long ago. She also said building and 
opening Friendship Park will help 
make the area look a lot better. 

Trustee Dean Argiris also said he is 
excited to see the park get built. He 
also looks forward to completing other 
redevelopment projects throughout 
the village. 

Argiris said the future of the village 
will come into clearer focus as the vil-
lage works on its new comprehensive 
plan. The plan will be the definitive 
planning document and include ways 
to clean up other areas besides Mil-
waukee Avenue. 

A new downtown? 

One area Argiris wants to improve is 
the intersection of Wheeling and Dun-
dee roads. Trustees have been talking 
about transforming that area into a 
downtown-style development with res-
idential and commercial buildings. 

"We've done a lot of work lately, and 
we've got some good stuff going," he 
said. 

Argiris also said the board needs to 
work on getting good people to fill 
some department head seats. The vil-
lage is looking for new people to head 
the community development and pub-
lic works departments, as well as a 
new airport manager. 

Trustee Robert Heer said he would 
like the board to keep looking at reno-
vations to Village Hall, which is too 
cramped for village employees. The 
village has been looking to renovate  

looking at the issue, he admitted it 
could be difficult for the village to 
make any changes to its facilities in 
the coming year. 

"With the economy the way it is 
now, it may have to take a back seat," 
he said. 

The welcome mat 

Trustee Michael Horcher said he, 
too, plans to work to make the village 
more enticing to business interests. 
He wants to help businesses in Wheel-
ing continue to thrive and expand, as 
well as attract new businesses into the 
village. 

"The new comprehensive plan will 
help a lot there," he said. "We also 
have to work on wetlands and flood-
plain issues. That should be a big goal 
for th
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-alio help in attracting new business to 
the village, Horcher said, and Friend-
ship Park should help in that area, too. 

"People should know it won't be 
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ago, and I was paying about $25 to $30 
a month," he said. "My package hasn't 
changed, and now I'm paying $60." 

AT&T just increased cable rates, 
and Patrick Horcher said residents 
aren't getting anything more from the 
cable company with those rate hikes. 
Wide Open West, a cable television 
provider based in Denver, has taken 
over Ameritech's cable infrastructure 
and is expected to begin providing 
services to Wheeling residents in 
April. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann said he 
has a number of goals for the new 
year, including continued work on the 
comprehensive plan, building Friend-
ship Park and continuing to look for 
areas to redevelop. 

One of the biggest issues facing the 
village, he said, is to evaluate village 
personnel and fill vacancies with peo-
ple who share the same goals and vi-
sions as the board. 

"I want to see the best people possi-
ble to fill those vacant spots," he said. 
"We need to put together a team with 
the same goals the board believes in." 
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Someone out there was singing "Let 
it snow, let it snow, let it snow," and it fi-
nally did. 

The village of Wheeling was pre-
pared Thursday, 
and drivers re-
membered how to 
navigate through 
the white stuff, 
leaving the police 
department to 
handle only a cou-
ple of fender ben-
ders. 

Unfortunately, 
motorists didn't 
have as much luck 
on Friday. People 
were slipping and 

sliding on the ice that day, and there 
were almost 50 accidents in town. 

Still, that was through no fault of the 
plowing brigade.Wheeling'sActing Di- 
rector of Public Works Guy Kolberg 
said the village had its snowplows out 
at 1 am. last Thursday, and then again 
at the beginning of the morning rush. 

"If there was a problem, it was the 
fact that most of the heavy snow didn't 
fall until between 4 and 6 a.m.," Kol- 
berg said. "So we had everything very, 
very clear. 

"We spread, I think, 100 tons of salt 
in the storm," he said. 

That sounds like a large amount, but 
the village typically lays down about 50 
tons of salt percovering during storms. 

Quite an athlete: One of Wheeling's 
very own competed in the National 
Football League and Gatorade's Punt, 
Pass and Kick Contest in Pittsburgh 
last month. 

Nine-year-old Bridget Urbanus 
competed before the AFC Divisional 
Playoff game between the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and the Baltimore Ravens on 
Jan. 20. 

She won the trip to Pittsburgh by 
first winning local contests in the 
Chicago area. She was one of four girls 
who competed for the national hon-
ors, but we haven't received word yet 
on the outcome of the half-time con-
test. We'll let you know when we find 
out. 

CRC gets funding nod: Wheeling 
trustees have voted to continue sup-
porting the Multicultural Community 
Resource Center, known as the CRC. 

OMNIYouth Services and the village 
had to pledge partial financial support 
of the center so the CRC can be con-
sidered for community development 
block grant funds from Cook County. 

OMNI asked for the money to con-
tinue providing services to Wheeling's 
families that don't speak English. 

Wheeling will give the resource cen-
ter $27,000 for the next fiscal year, 
which begins May 1. 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 
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show mettle 
in their very 
public works 

Wheeling 
upgrades 
computer 
technolo 

.11 olio as 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The village of Wheeling's informa-
tion system is changing with the 
times. 

Wheeling trustees have approved 
software that will allow the village to 
track customer complaints, their re-
quests and payments for building 
permits, code violations and service 
requests for pothole repairs and street 
light replacements. 

The new technology also will pre-
pare the village to eventually establish 
a Geographical Information System. 
That will allow staff to review infor-
mation geographically to help shed 
light on which parts of town are gen-
erating the most improvements or 
problems. Trustees initially had 
some concerns about the $219,559 
price tag of installing the new Sun-
gard Pentamation Enterprises Inc.'s 
Open Series software. But they decid-
ed the benefits justified the expense. 

"One of the biggest issues we want-
ed the Pentamation to do is track Joe 
Citizen," Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said. "So if he visits the village and 
goes to the front desk, and then the 
next week he goes to public works, 
they can bring him up on the corn-
puter and see he has complained 
about his water quality every week for 
the past year." 

The software will alert the village to 
chronic problems, as well as allowing 
the village to tell, residents the status 
of their requests,Uhmann said. 

Village adminislators for the past 
five years have used an older version 
of Pentamation software for budget-
ing, payroll and managingVVheeling's 
finances, which led some trustees to 
question why they will pay $84,300 for 
training on the new system as part of 
the overall costs. Travel expenses to 
bring trainers from their offices in 
Pennsylvania will add to the training 
costs. Because the village is an exist-
ing customer, it will not be charged 
additional licensing fees usually as-
sociated with newer customers, Luca 
Ursan, the village's computer systems 
coordinator, told trustees. 

Trustee Judy Abrusoato said esti-
mates of $20,000 to $7$,000 in travel 
costs seem "tremendeits." 

"But if we need it, we need it," Abr-
uscato said. 

person for the job anymore," 
Trustee Dean S. Argiris said. 

Anderson's dismissal was be-
cause of "failure to meet goals" 
given him by the board, Trustee 
,Trevor R. Lehmann said. 

James Grabowski, assistant 
village manager, will assume 
Anderson's duties until a re-
placement is named, officials 
said. 

Anderson said it was a "mu-
tually agreeable separation." 

John Maes 

PALATINE 
WHEELING 7 L610-friA.10Cal gun dealers 
Village manager may need license 
fired by trustees 

The Village Board fired Vil-
lage Manager Craig G. Ander-
son, citing unhappiness with 
his performance. 

On Monday trustees approved 
an agreement with Anderson, 
who will be on paid leave until 
March 31. 

Anderson, 51, who was village 
manager for 13 years, will also 
receive six months' severance 
pay, three months of unused sick 
time and continuation of health 
insurance until Dec. 31. 

"The entire board agreed that 
Mr. Anderson was not the right 

Village officials are drafting 
an ordinance to regulate home-
based gun dealers by requiring 
them to have a local business li-
cense. 

The Police, Policy and Code 
Service Committee Monday rec-
ommended that the Village 
Council ask Village Manager 
Michael J. Cassady to craft an 
ordinance. The council is ex-
pected to vote on the proposal 
Monday 

"It would be a benefit so police 
and • firefighters and people 
know if their next-door neigh-
bor is selling guns out of their 
garage," Mayor Rita L. Mullins 
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Board approves garbage contract 

The Wheeling Village Board agreed to extend its contract 
with Waste Management for another two years at its Jan. 14 
meeting. 

The contract calls for a rate freeze next year and an in-
crease for the next year no higher than 3 percent. Waste Man-
agement 

 
also has agreed to a 25 percent rate discount for sen-

ior citizens who have curb-side service. 
The current contract ends Feb. 28. The new one will be en-

acted March 1 and will run until Feb. 28, 2004. 
The board agreed to an extension with Waste Management 

rather than going to bid for another contract. The current 
contract with Waste Management gives the board the option 
to negotiate an extension. Village president Greg Klatecki 
said other villages and cities in the area had gone to bid re-
cently, only to see costs increase. Klatecki said he believed 
the village could negotiate a better rate with an extension 
rather than going out to bid. 

Wheeling has wireless 911 
Wheeling now has 911 service for cellular telephone and 

personal communication users, providing immediate access 
to the fire and police departments during emergencies. 

Before the system was operational, cell phone users were 
required to call their wireless operators, who attempted to 
route the call to necessary emergency personnel. Now those 
people can dial 911 and get access to the dispatch center. 

The system provides dispatchers with the caller's tele-
phone number, name of the registered caller and the location 
of the cell tower from which the call came. The system may 
be tied into global positioning satellites as technology ad-
vances, allowing emergency workers to pinpoint the call from 
within a few feet instead of several yards, said Fire Chief 
Keith MacIsaac. 

Wheeling shares the system with Glenview, where the pri-
mary equipment is installed. The system is funded with a 
75-cent surcharge on each cellular telephone user with a bill-
ing address in the village. From that charge, 48 cents goes to 
Wheeling to pay for the dispatch service and maintenance of 
the dispatch center's equipment. The rest is kept by the wire-
less service provider to maintain routing equipment and con-
tinued enhancement of the service. The funding rate is stipu-
lated by state law. 

Library to host preschool fair 
The Indian Trails Public Library will be hosting a free pre-

school fair, allowing parents to review and interview pre-
school providers in one location. 

The library has invited 25 preschools and day-care provid-
ers to the fair, with each sending a member of the staff to an-
swer questions and distribute literature about their pro-
grams. Parents also will be given a handbook prepared by the 
library to provide an overview of each provider at the fair. 

The preschool faiewill be held from 8 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mon-
day at the library, 355 S. Schoenbeck Road. The fair is free, 
and registration is not necessary. For more information, call 
(847) 459-4100. 

Board considers brick pavers 
The Wheeling Village Board agreed to go ahead with plans 

to install brick pavers along the parkways of Milwaukee Ave-
nue and on Dundee Road just east of Milwaukee Avenue to 
enhance the aesthetics of the area. 

The work, which will be done by Land & Brick Design-
scape, Ltd., will cost $402,554. The money will come from the 
village's tax increment financing district fund, which is used 
to make improvements along specific portions of Milwaukee 
Avenue and Dundee Road. 

STAFF WRITER 
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Plans to redevelop and revi-
talize land around the Metra 
station received a shot in the 
arm as village officials learned 
a $75,000 grant is on the way 
for a planning study. 

The Regional Transporta-
tion Authority notified the vil-
lage that its application was 
approved for the Regional 
Technical Assistance grant, 
which will be used to hire a 
consultant to develop a plan-
ning strategy and a land-use 
study near> the train station, 
said William Whitmer, eco-
nomic development director. 

Members of the Wheeling 
Village Board have been push-
ing for redevelopment of that 
area. Trustees have said they 
would like to replace some of 
the industrial and commercial 
businesses that are there with 
residential buildings and 
more retail shops. 

"We know with Metra's 
plans to double track the sta-
tion, there's going to be a 
whole lot more opportunity for 
commuters, and therefore 
more use potential (for the 
land) than what's there al-
ready," Whitmer said. "We 
alsq have some under-utilized 
property on Dundee Road 
there that could have some 
commercial viability." 

Laying a second set of 
tracks through Wheeling will 
mean more trains stopping, 
giving residents easier access 
to Chicago. Whitmer said that 
could attract more commuters 
to the station. Giving them a 
place to live near the station 
would cut commute times 
even shorter, he said, adding 
appeal to living in that area. 
Any new residential housing 
also would be near Wheeling 
Park District facilities. 

"All the major features of 
the park district are there," 
Whitmer said. "The water 
park, the recreation center, 
the ball fields and the tennis 
courts are all right there, and 
that has an appeal to resi-
dents." 

Hiring the consultant will 
help village officials de-
termine exactly what can be 
built in the area. The village 
has already hired consultants 
to work on the comprehensive 
plan, a planning document 
outlining land use throughout 
the entire village. Whitmer 

This is excellent 
for the village. 3 

Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann 

said any redevelopment plans 
for the train station area will 
be incorporated into the new 
comprehensive plan. 

Trustees Trevor Lehmann 
and Dean Argiris asked 
Whitmer to pursue the grant. 
Both men campaigned last 
year, in part, on an initiative 
to redevelop the area around 
the train station. 

"This is excellent for the vil-
lage," Lehmann said. "The 
RTA likes to see downtown 
areas near train stations to in-
crease ridership, and (the 
agency) makes money avail-
able for that." 

Argiris said he was very 
pleased to hear the news the 
village would receive the 
grant. He said board members 
will meet with staff members 
and get a consultant hired. 

"We've got to get a work-
shop together and take the 
next steps," he said. "I'm 
going to push to make sure 
this gets done." 

Although the village has 
been informed the $75,000 is ' 
on its way, a final applicatiori 
must be submitted to the 
RTA.. Whitmer said the RTA 
gets much of its funding for 
grant programs through the 
federal government, which 
has its own list of require-
ments for awarding the grant 
money. Whitmer said submit-
ting the final application is a 
formality. 

Whitmer said the village 
will send out a request for pro-
posals in order to find an ap-
propriate consultant once the 
money is in. 

"Once we get ... in step with 
the feds and the RTA, we'll 
find a good planner," he said. 
"I'm not sure how long that „ 
will take. It always takes 
longer than anyone wants, but • 
that's because you want to do 
it right." 

Whitmer said he expects the 
planning study to begin next 
summer. The village also will 
be required to contribute a 20 
percent match of the grant, or 
$15,000. Whitmer .said that 
money will be included in the 
budget for next fiscal year.- 

Grant might be 
first step toward 
redevelopment 
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Klatecki reaches out to businesses 

Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Pr 

Wheeling Village President Greg Klatecki addresses busine 
_Leaders_during_a chamber of commerce function last week. 
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took shape in Wheeling last 
year, including Kimball Hill 
Homes' purchase of the for-
mer Wheeling Nursery, Kla-
tecki said. Park Point on 
McHenry Road also has 
started selling units. 

"Park Point is a big plus," 
Klatecki said. "First of all, be-
cause it's a local business, 
Smith and Sons of Wheeling. 
They've raised the standard 
for building here that I cannot 
believe." 

Some of the condominiums 
at Park Point are being sold 
for nearly $450,000, Klatecki 
said, bringing in a new "clien-
tele" for the village. 

"It's invited a new element 
that has not been here be-
fore," he said, "older people 
with money." 

Klatecki's outlook for the 
future is bright, as well. He 
told chamber members that 
the village is working to over-
haul its comprehensive plan, 
the definitive planning docu-
ment for development. 

"We figure on tremendous 
growth in the village," he said. 
"It's hard to develop when 
you don't know what your 
dreams are." 

Part of that plan will in-
clude redeveloping the area 
around the Metra train sta- 
tion, which trustees envision 
as a downtown area where 
people can live and shop. The 
village received a $75,000 
grant from the Regional 
Transportation Authority to 
study the area and determine 
redevelopment-possibilities. 

Nearly 70 people attended 
the event. Chamber President 
Jim Lederer, from Lovells of 
Lake Forest, said he was 
pleased to see so many people 
come out. 

"It's a nice way to kick off 
the year," he said. 

Lederer said he expects a 
big year for the chamber. 
Plans this year include estab-', 
lishing new committees to 
focus on certain elements of 
business, including an indus-
trial committee, the Restau-
rant Row Hospitality Group, a, 
retail committee, a member-* 
ship committee and a commu 
nity relations committee. 

The chamber also will b 
celebrating its 25th anniver1 
sary this year, Lederer said; 
and a committee has been es-, 
tablished to plan for the event. 
Lederer also said the installa-
tion of new chamber Director 
Cathy Powers should mean.  
positive change for the orga 
nization. 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 
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Village President Greg Kla-
tecki said local government 
and the business community 
need to work together in order 
to create a healthy Wheeling. 

Klatecki made the remarks 
during an address before 
members of the Wheeling/ 
Prospect Heights Chamber of 
Commerce last week. He was 
asked to deliver a "State of 
the Village" address before 
the business community at a • chamber gathering at Hack-
ney's in Wheeling Jan. 29. Kla-
tecki was upbeat and opti-
mistic in his address, which 
included an outline of busi-
ness highlights over the past 
year. 

He noted many businesses 
moved into the village last 
year, creating more jobs. Hos-
pital Laundry Services, which 
moved to Hintz Road from 
Chicago last year, brought 
about 400 jobs alone into the 
village, Klatecki said. 

He also talked about the ex-
pansion of Restaurant Row, 
with the Ram Restaurant and 
Brewery and Benihana open-
ing restaurants on Milwaukee 
Avenue last year. Klatecki 
also praised the chamber for 
establishing a new Restaurant 
Association to promote the 
restaurant and hospitality 
businesses in the area. 

"We need to push that to get 
out into the public," he said: 

Residential projects also 

To the editor: On Monday, Nov. 12, 
a public hearing was convened in the 
Village of Wheeling hall to address 
the tax levy to be imposed on Wheel-
ing taxpayers. The gavel adminis-
tered by President Klatecki was ex-
actly 7:30 p.m. Citizen input and con-
cerns were allowed five minutes of 
"free speech" time to address this tax 
levy. Thirty-five thousand people re-
side in Wheeling and only one person 
signed in to speak to this subject. 

Yes! While you lounged on you 
sofa, your taxes were raised 12 per-
cent. 

Yes! While you went shopping, 
your taxes were raised 12 percent. 

Yes! While you were watching the 
Monday night football game. 

Yes! Your taxes were raised 12 per- 
cent laining 

tapcyor  

Neighbor Fencepost 
Contact us at (847) 427-4580 
or neighborlet@dailyherald.coin 

about being laid off work. 
Yes! Your taxes were raised 12 per2,. 

cent while you watched your interest 
on your savings accounts go down to 
1 1/2  percent. 

Yes! Your taxes were raised 12 per-
cent. Yes! Your pockets were picked 
for an additional 12 percent tax rev-
enue, and President Klatecki orches-
trated his six other trustees to vote 
yes to a 12-percent tax raise. 

Supposed to go to infrastructure, 
but while other village presIdents 
and mayors were vetoing or abating  

any tax raises in their communities, 
Wheeling taxpayers will pay 12 per-
cent more. 

And, to top it off— your tax bill to 
Harper college will rise 28.5 percent. 

District 214 will go for 4 percent 
more. Our almost-bankrupt District 
21 is raising your tax bill drastically. 
The Wheeling Park District is upping 
its tax rate. And even our library dis-
trict is getting into the game and rais-
ing taxes. 

So, my beloved Wheeling taxpay-
ers, sit on your "duffs" — don't go to 
any public hearings on tax raises. 

Don't let President Klatecki get off 
so' easy — come to village meetings 
on Monday nights, 7:30 p.m., and 
start letting these "pickpockets" you 
elected hear what's on your mind, 
and don't let this one taxpayer be the  

only one to complain. 
Steven Telow 

Northwest Tax Watch 
Wheeling 



Anderson out after 13 years as 
Wheeling's top administrator 

By DAVID KIR PATRICK 
MANAGING EDITOR 
.P../0 -7(0.;•• 

Craig Anderson, Wheeling's 
top village administrator since 
1988, said his departure from 
the village "is not a resigna- 
tion." as some people 

Trustees Monday night ap- would like.' 
proved a separation agree-
ment with Anderson that 
closes the book on his tenure 

Progress, going 
from A to Z, 
doesn't always 
happen as quickly 

Craig Anderson 

Craig Anderson (center), pictured here in a 
1998 photo, served as Wheeling's village 

Pioneer Press file ph,,1,, 

manager for nearly 14 years. Trustees decided 
not to extend his contract Monday night. 
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Village manager, board part ways 

as village manager. His leav-
ing comes after an annual per-
formance review process that 
began last month. 

"They indicated to me they 
wanted to part company," An-
derson said. 

Village President Greg Kla-
tecki said the board felt it was 
time for a change. 

"A majority of the board felt 
the village should go in an-
other direction," Klatecki 
said. 

The Village Board has not 
yet decided who will serve as 
acting village manager. Kla-
tecki said the village will use 
an executive recruiting firm to 
find candidates for the job. 

Anderson, who was earning 
$105,640, received a severance 
package that includes six 
months pay, two months vaca-
tion pay, pay for unused sick 
days and health benefits for 
the remainder of the year. The 
51-year-old Wheeling resident 
said he will pursue another 
job in municipal manage-
ment. 

"This is not a resignation; I 
am not retiring," Anderson 
said Monday. 

Anderson was hired as vil-
lage manager June 1, 1988, 
after working as assistant vil-
lage manager in Glenview. 
Friday was his last official day 
on the job. It was the same 
day that at least two trustees 
made Anderson's departure 
public. 

"I think he is a great guy, 
but it is time for a change," 
said Trustee Dean Argiris. "A  

majority of the board was 
clear that Mr. Anderson 
hadn't accomplished the 
things we hoped he would ac-
complish." 

Argiris would not be spe-
cific about what Anderson did 
not accomplish. But Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann said the vil-
lage will look for a new village 
manager who is "assertive" 
and who has a "more aggres- 
sive styie" • 

Trustee Patrick Horcher 
shared the opinion that An-
derson is "a great guy," but he 
added, "I think he was too 
nice." 

Horcher said "it's a growth 
time" in the village, and he 
wants the new village man-
ager to be "forceful ... and 
somebody who really com-
mands the respect of his em-
ployees." 

Although the Village Board 
unanimously approved Ander-
son's separation agreement, 
not all board members were 
eager for Anderson to go. 
Trustee Judy Abruscato said, 
"Mr. Anderson will be greatly 
missed. He is a great asset and 
a devoted person." 

Lehmann said the village is 
now looking toward the fu-
ture. 

"We have a lot of potential. 
We need to move forward," he 
said. "People see Wheeling as 
a place of huge potential for 
redevelopment. We know we 
can improve our town. We 
need to do it. We have a lot of 
catching up to do." 

Anderson cited redevelop- 

ment as a highlight of his ten-
ure here. 

"We've had some real good 
progress along Milwaukee 
Avenue, particularly in terms 
of redevelopment," Anderson 
said, referring to the recon-
struction of Milwaukee Ave-
nue itself and the addition of 
residential and commercial 
developments along the thor-
oughfare. 

Anderson also pointed to 
the village's improved infra-
structure and its quality of 
services as examples of the 
staffs commitment to resi-
dents and business owners 
alike. 

"I think our staff is tremen-
dously dedicated and works 
very hard," Anderson said. "It 
takes a lot of hard-working 
people to make things run 
well." 

Anderson said his departure 
comes after a "turbulent" past 
few years at Village Hall. And 
he said his efforts don't al- 

ways result in shining new 
stores and residential subdivi-
sions. 

"Things don't have to be 
real showy to have purpose 
and meaning," Anderson said. 
"Progress, going from A to Z, 
doesn't always happen as 
quickly as some people would 
like. But we hold our own with 
most communities around 
here." 

Working under an agree-
ment — as Anderson does — 
that trustees can extend or re-
scind at any time is something 
village managers have to live 
with, he added. 

"Being somewhat of a prac-
tical person, it didn't surprise 
me entirely," he said. "As a 
manager, you know it can 
happen at any time for any 
reason." 

Anderson is the fourth top 
administrator to leave the vil-
lage in recent months. Mike 
Klitzke left his position as 
community development di-
rector in October to go work  

for the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency in Wis-
consin. Public Works Director 
Bob Gray also left in October. 
Gray retired from village em-
ployment after working with 
Wheeling for 28 years. Robert 
Fialkowski left his position as 
finance director in June. Fial-
kowski is now Deerfield's fi-
nance director. 

Michael Mondschain has 
since taken over as finance di-
rector. The community devel- • - 
opment and public works 
posts are being temporarily 
filled by in-house employees. 

Losing Anderson will cause 
"a little bit of a shake-up," 
said Trustee Horcher, "but no-
body is irreplaceable." 

Even though the ceipmu-
nity development and public 
works departments are under-
staffed, Horcher said, "All the 
departments are really well in 
hand." 

— Staff writer Kimberly 
Fornek contributed to this re-
port. 



Activist 
laments 
removal 
of trees 

CO.  4-ArrakleLti_o 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

01/01 001-• 

It may look shocking now 
that there are no trees left 
standing on the northeast cor-
ner of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road, but village offi-
cials say the corner will be 
stunning once Friendship 
Park is built. 

Crews began grading the 
site Jan. 29 and cut down trees 
in front of Cole Taylor Bank to 
make way for a waterfall, ga-
zebo, benches, shrubs and 
new trees, all of which are ex-
pected to be built and planted , 
before the Fourth of July. 

can't believe 
they're putting up 
a park, but cutting 
down all the 
mature trees. 

Gary Cohn 

Wheeling resident Gary 
Cohn has made tree preserva-
tion a mission, and he worked 
on drafting the village's tree-
preservation ordinance. He's 
upset to see that crews cut 
down so many trees. 

"I'm outraged, to say the 
least," Cohn said. "I can't be-
lieve they're putting up a 
park, but cutting down all the 
mature trees." 

Cohn said the park will look 
nice in the future, "50 years 
from now," but he is confused 
why the site was clear-cut. 

"It's a ridiculous thing to 
do," he said. "You can't plant 
80-year-old trees there. I 
thought they were going to be 
saving them." 

Also upsetting to Cohn was 
the fact the board did not hold 
public hearings on the new 
park, like it did for the de-
funct Millennium Plaza proj-
ect. Considering how much 
public input was allowed for 
that project, this new park has 
been fast-tracked by the Vil-
lage Board, Cohn said. The 
board took comments from 
the public about the concept 
of the park at a regular board 
meeting. Most spoke favor-
ably about the project. 

(Continued on page 11) 

• Trees 
Continued from page 7 

Trustees said they wanted 
tottike more control of a new 
project in order to get it built 
more quickly. The board 
spent nearly three years fid-
dling with Millennium Plaza, 
and no buildable plans came 
from it. The board did not 
want to repeat the same mis-
takes this time around. 

If the board had held those 
meetings, the public would 
have had more say in whether 
all the trees had to go, Cohn 
argued. 

According to Friendship 
Park plans, 32 trees will be 
planted at the new park to re-
place the ones chopped down. 
There will be 14 evergreens, 
five ornamental trees and five 
multistemmed trees planted, 
all to be 12 feet high. Also, 
eight shade trees with a 6-inch 
trunk diameter will be planted 
on the site. 

Guy Kolberg, acting public 
works director, said his de-
partment issued permits to 
Harding ESE, the firm build-
ing the park, to remove 24 
trees on the site. Kolberg said 
the department is following 
up on the tree removal to en-
sure Harding complies with 
the village's tree-preservation 
ordinance. 

The ordinance requires pro-
tected trees that have been de-
stroyed to be replaced with 
new ones, totaling one-and-
one-half times the trunk di-
ameter of the destroyed trees. 

"Public works will certainly 
follow up and make sure that 
we are in compliance with our 
own rules," Village Manager 
Craig Anderson said before 
his departure this week. 
"That's certainly our intent." 

Anderson acknowledged, 
however, that looking at the 
corner now will turn people's 
heads. 

"It looks a lot different, 
there's no doubt about it," he 
said. "I drove by it myself, and 
there is a big difference. But 
the project moving forward is 
approved by the Village Board 
and all are aware of the 
changes going on there." 

Kolberg said the trees had 
to be removed from the site. 
The site is being regraded to 
fit stairs and ramps that will 
lead to a gazebo sitting on top 
of a waterfall. Kolberg said if 
the land had been regraded, 
and the trees remained, they 
would have been killed from 
additional soil dumped on top 
of the roots. Trees were re-
moved from the land in front 
of the bank that was desig-
nated for the park and do-
nated to the village by Cole 
Taylor Bank. 
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Wheeling still 
considering 
Old McHenry 
street lights 

6?-0 -0 a-- 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A split vote hasn't stopped Wheel-
ing trustees from considering street 
light improvements along Old 
McHenry Road. 

The village has sent a letter to the 
Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion requesting that the department 
consider letting Wheeling install 
street lights while IDOT is widening 
the road, a part of state highway 
Route 83. 

Wheeling estimates that installing 
lights from Lake-Cook Road to just 
north of Dundee Road, matching 
those on Milwaukee Avenue, would 
cost $715,000. 

Trustees last month approved 
lighting and sidewalk improve-
ments to Wolf Road, but a narrow 
majority decided against burying 
utility lines and installing lights on 
Route 83 because of the estimated 
$1.2 million cost for burying the util-
ity lines alone. 

The village board agreed Wheeling 
should install the lights but split over 
whether to bury the utility lines at the 
same time. 

The village board reconsidered 
earlier this month, asking city staff to 
further investigate what it would take 
to make the project happen. 

"You can't stick up light poles when 
you have overhead utilities right 
above it," Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said. "We have to look at the entire 
package." 

Lehmann and Trustee Dean Argiris 
asserted that the board would have 
to really sharpen its pencils at budget 
time to make it work. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher disagreed, 
saying residents don't want to pay for 
the improvements now. 

"When people list priorities, they 
want to be able to flush their toilets,"  
Horcher said. "Street lights aren't 
what they think about. Yeah, people 
will be able to see the lights and say, 
`That's where my money went,' but 
we're talking about tightening our 
belts," said Horcher. 

The city has laid out an aggressive 
capital improvement plan that al-
ready accounts for city funds for sev-
eral years, Horcher said. 

The city staff presented the board 
with a variety of options for deferring 
construction for parts of the project 
through 2004. 
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Wheeling trustees 
say there's no need 
for new liquor store ocp- IQ-- 0 

with village 
projects 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling will continue its aggres-
sive approach to capital improve-
ments this year, moving to the next 
phase of the village's street lighting 
and water main replacement pro-
grams. 

Village officials call it an ambitious 
project to replace aging cast-iron 
pipes with ductile iron water mains 
in the area known as the Dunhurst 
subdivision. 
• But residents who live in that sub-
division on the southeast corner of 
Dundee and Elmhurst roads will ap-
preciate the improvement to their 
quality of life, said Water Division Su- • 
pervisor Scott Lark. 

A contractor had defaulted on re-
placing the mains last year, com-
pleting only 13 percent of work • 
scheduled as a two-part project. 

"We'll complete the remaining 
work,- as well as doing the next 
phase," said Guy Kolberg, Wheeling's 
acting public works director. 

"The new pipes will last longer, it's 
more reliable and it's less prone to 
water main breaks that will take cus-
tomers out of service for periods of 
time," he said. 

The village hopes to finish replac-
ing water mains that serve about 500 
customers by November. The sched-
uling precedes pavement resurfac-
ing and replacement that will take 
place next year, allowing crews to 
-limitliow many times they dig upl 
the cway. 

For= the street lighting program, 
the village is entering thefpurth year 
of a 10-year program. ' 

"The first phase was to light unlit 
subdivisions in town, and we're 
about complete with that," Kolberg 
said. "The next phase, which we're 
starting this year, is to replace Com-
monwealth Edison wooden poles 
with the village's poles." 

Wheeling will install up to 54 alu-
minum poles that have a longer life 
and are more attractive, easier to 
maintain and safer in the event of an 
accident, Kolberg said. 

"If a car leaves the roadway and 
strikes one of our aluminum poles, 
ours are equipped with breakaway 
bases," Kolberg said. 

Residents also should appreciate ; 
the poles because their wiring is en- ' 
closed and out of sight. 

Wheeling 
to go ahead 

Board doesn't want streets 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Wnler 

The promise of developing a va-
cant storefront wasn't enough Mon-
day to convince Wheeling trustees the 
village should have another liquor 
store. 

The village board refused to issue a 
license for a new package-liquor store 
in the former Monkey Business tav-
ern at 1750 W. Hintz Road. Trustees 
who voted against the plan said they 
had to weigh economic benefits 
against social concerns. 

"It seems, the more liquor you 
have, the more problems you have," 
Trustee Judy Abruscato said. 

She questioned whether the store 
would add any real convenience to 
nearby residents. 

"It seems we continue to increase 
these licenses, but do we really need 
another liquor store?" Abruscato said. 

Wheeling already has A-1 Liquors 
on Wolf Road, B&L Liquors on 
Dundee Road and Wheeling Liquors 
on Milwaukee Avenue, in addition to 
grocery stores licensed to sell liquor. 

The attorney for store owners A&A 
Inc., which also operates The Russian 
Kitchen restaurant near the pro-
posed liquor store, tried to reassure 
trustees by describing the potential 

owners as family men who would 
close their store at 10 p.m. every 
weekday. 

"The business plan will not be a 7-
11 type store that would invite minors , 
to the space," attorney Dimitrios G. 
Christopoulos said. "It would be ex-
clusively a packaged goods store in a 
small space — about 3,100 square; 
feet." 

The store's location facing the street 
would make it easy for police to mon-
itor, Christopoulos said. 

Trustee Michael Horcher was one 
of only two aldermen to vote in favor 
of issuing the liquor license. 

"It used to be a bar, you're down-
sizing it to half the size, and it's a va-
cant building and we're doing some-
thing with it," Horcher said in support 
of the proposal. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher also sup-
ported the plan, saying it isn't gov-
ernment's job to regulate values. But 
he was outvoted. 

"I don't think our denial of this re-
quest is anything against these two 
gentlemen," Village President Greg 
Klatecki said of potential owners Al-
bert Aushlumov and Alexander 
Mavlyanov. "It's the question of 
whether we need another liquor 
store. The consensus of the board, 
and I will make it a 5-2 vote, is no." 

By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

CO tX• 014 SineC>-1  (1-6a- 
Members of the Wheeling Village Board 

sympathize with residents living on private 
streets and drives, but they are not ready to 
take over ownership of them and maintain 
them. 

Residents from the Lake of the Winds and 
Brookvale subdivisions recently asked the 
'board to make the' private streets public be-
cause the streets are in need of some major re-
pairs. They said their homeowners associations 
are having a difficult time affording repair 
costs. 

Enid Herrmann, president of the Estate 
Homes Board for Lake in the Winds, said a 
changing neighborhood has increased traffic 
on Harbor Drive. More neighbors have made 
garbage trucks heavier, school buses are now 
picking up students and people are using the 
private road as a short cut to get to Lake Ar-
lington, she said. 

"Things have changed," she said. "Like the 
Indians and a stagecoach, we've been sur-
rounded." 

Herrmann said garbage trucks have caused 
two parts of the road to collapse, creating 
$10,000 in damage this past year. She said the 
association has tried to get the refuse company 
to pay for the repairs, but company officials 
deny any responsibility for the damage. 

Herrmann also said the association has put 
speed bumps along Harbor Drive to prevent 
people from using the private road as a short 
cut, but it has not worked. 

Mitchell Fox lives in Brookvale, and he said  

repairs to Brookvale Drive have become too 
costly for the association to bear. He claimed 
the village has a responsibility to fix the drive, 
because it was the village that allowed the road 
to be built below standards for a public way, 
even though Brookvale is a private drive. 

"Some of us pay up to $4,800 a year in prop-
erty taxes," he said. "I feel since I'm paying it, 
I should get the same services as everyone 
else." 

Lake of the Winds residents asked that only 
Harbor Drive be placed under village jurisdic-
tion. They also said they would continue to pay 
for snow removal and maintenance of Harbor 
Drive if the village agreed to pay for the exist-
ing repairs. Typically, all costs associated with 
maintaining a public road fall on the munici-
pality. Residents offered to pay for the mainte-
nance themselves as a way to appease the 
board's concerns about costs. 

Their pleas, however, fell on deaf ears, as 
board members were not ready to take on 
those responsibilities. 

Trustee Dean Argiris said the board would 
"open up a can of worms with other develop-
ments" if the board decided to take on those 
streets. Trustees Trevor Lehmann and Robert 
Heer saitfthey did not want the village take on 
the additional financial responsibilities. 

The village took over ownership of private 
streets and drives in the Tahoe Village, Lake- 
side Villas, Harmony Village, Chelsea Cove, 
Shadow Bend and Lexington Commons subdi-
visions between 1979 and 1981. Since 1981, the 
village has a moratorium on taking over own-
ership of private drives in subdivisions. 

Klatecki names commissioners 
C-) & y s --I Y-139- 

Wheeling Village President Association. He is a member 
Greg Klatecki has named of the Willow-Palatine Road 
three residents to fill vacan- Community Mobilization 
cies on three commissions. Team. An avid bicyclist, 

Steven Boime, 47, formerly Boime is controller of Des 
a member of the Human Plaines-based Inplex. 
Rights Commission, will now David Kolssak, 32, joins the 
sit on the Plan Commission. Economic Development Corn-
He is a former president and mission. A Wheeling resident 
currently vice president of the since he was 4, Kolssak at-
Tahoe Village Condominium tended _Purdue University. 

where he received a manage-
ment degree in 1991. He is 
managing partner at Turnkey 
Network Systems in Wheel-
ing. 

Twenty-eight year resident 
Barbara Steinberg has taken a 
seat on the Senior Commis-
sion. Before retiring a year 
ago, Steinberg, 64, worked for 
20 years at Love Controls. _ 



"We've got good people in those act-
ing positions," Trustee Patrick 
Horcher said. "They will be stretching 
themselves, no doubt. If we keep them 
comfortable mentally, and let them 
know they have (the board's) support, 
we will be fine." 

Village President Greg Klatecki said 
interviews had been set up with candi-
dates for the public works and commu-' 
nity development department heads 
before Anderson left, and those inter-
views will take place. The village man-
ager typically conducts interviews for 
those positions, and Klatecki said Gra-
bowski will conduct those interviews. 

(Continued on.page 10) 

acting as the head of the community Some trustees said many of the in- 
development department and is the terim department heads could be pro-
village's building director. Guy Kol- moted as full-time department heads 
berg, Wheeling's capital improvements because of their qualifications and 
manager, is acting public works direc- skills. 
tor. Assistant Village Manager James 
Grabowski has taken on the duties of 
the village manager. 

During the span that the village lost those 
key people to retirement, job changes or other-
wise, the Village Board has initiated a number 
of new plans, including revamping the compre-
hensive plan and redeveloping the area around 
the Metra train station. The board also has 
been active in acquiring property in the Mil-
waukee Avenue Tax Increment Financing Dis-
trict for redevelopment. 
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Patrick Horcher said the system is running 

o a) 0 smoothly, but he recognizes it will be difficult 
to keep the village on track without some of 
those high positions filled. 

"I think everybody's up to the challenge," he 
said. "It'll be difficult, but we can do it." 

Klatecki said it is unlikely there Will be 
much progress on new initiatives with so much 
on the board's plate. 
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Trustee Robert Heer also said it should be a 
- priority to fill those spots soon to bring a sense 
of stability back into Village Hall, as well as to 
keep projects on 'schedule. 

"It's important to.t , fill • those positions 
quickly," he said. "The quicker we fill them, 
the better off we'll be." 

Heer said losing Anderson could bring mo-
rale down among village employees. He also 
suggested some would-be candidates for de-
partment heads could be scratching their 
heads and asking themselves about the Village 
Board's intentions. 

"The question is, will there be people who 
trust the Village Board enough to work with 
them," Heer said. "I equate it to a vacuum ef-
fect." 

Despite department vacancies, show goes on 
with Anderson Feb. 4. 

Trustees said Anderson was let go 
after he failed to meet specified goals 

Wheeling trustees aid confident that and showed a lack of leadership in de-
an already existing leadership vacuum veloping and initiating new projects. 
enlarged by the departure of Village Despite a lack of people in key posi-
Manager Craig Anderson will not neg- tions, losing Anderson should not hin-
atively impact residents or interfere in der the village's ability to provide serv- 
following through on key projects. ices to its residents. 

The village has been without perma- "Nothing will be disrupted or set 
nent directors for public works and back," Trustee Trevor Lehmann said. 
community development since Octo- "We are still taking care of business." 
ber. A search also is on for a Palwau- Lehmann said the village has quali-
kee Municipal Airport manager, and feed people in place as acting depart-
the Village Board decided to part ways ment heads right now. Dan Ozanich is 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Trustee Judy Abruscato did not support An-
derson's dismissal, and she also didn't like the 
timing. A lack of leadership could pose a prob-
lem in finding people to work for the village, 
she argued. 

"We don't have a public works director, no 
community development, director, a new fi-
nance and assistant finance directors, and now 
tWirillage manager," she said. "(The interim 
director0 are very capable, but I think it pre-
sents a prablern in finding new people." 

Despite her objections, Abruscato said she is 
committed to helping the village move for-
ward. 

"We have to concentrate on moving ahead," 
Abruscato said. "We can't let this damage the 
village or damage the residents. We. have to 
work together as a team." 

Teamwork essential 

Assistant Village Manager Grabowski said 
most Village Hall employees are coping with 
the situation well. He said some assignments 
have been shifted to spread the work around. 

"A lot of people liked Craig and were friends 
with him," Grabowski said. "Some took (his 
departure) hard but understand we need to 
move on. 

"There's a lot on the plate. The board under-
stands now may not be the time to create new 
initiatives, but to make sure what's on the 
plate gets done." 

Trustees said they are willing to give staff all 
the support they need in ordet to keep moving 
ahead. 

"It's going to be bumpy for a while," Leh-
mann said. "But if we all work a little harder, a 
year from now, we're going to be better off," ' 

Wheeling planners support parking waiver 
BY CASS CLIATT ^ ,•-• pi?"" 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 45-u 
Wheeling plan commissioners dis-

agree whether a decision they made 
Thursday will hamper development 
along a short stretch of Dundee Road 
in the future. 

The plan commission voted 4-2 
with one abstention to recommend 
that the village board allow the own-
er of property in a shopping center at 
Dundee and Elmhurst roads to oper-
ate unhindered by the village's mini-
mum parking requirements. 

The owner of B&L Liquors, PS Pub 
and a neighboring vacant storefront 
asked Wheeling to waive the parking  

requirements after realizing the limits 
would prevent anyone from leasing 
the vacant space. 

Heeding the seemingly small re-
quest has large implications because 
allowing the owner to do whatever 
she wants with the property offersno 
incentive for her or future owners to 
redevelop it, commissioners said. 

Still, Grace Bastone insisted she 
spent three years improving what was 
once considered a problem property. 
She learned she didn't have enough 
parking spaces only after a tenant 
who operated a music store moved 
out and she couldn't lease the space 
because of the restriction. 

"I have a facility that's 1,800 square  

feet that's sitting empty," Bastone 
said. "I don't understand why I can't 
have the parking variation for a prob-
lem that was given to me." 

Commissioners praised Bastone 
for turning her property around, b 
some argued at length that the villa 
would be stuckwith its decision to 
low the parking variation forever. ""; 

Ultimately, commissioners were 
swayed by Bastone's commitment to 
her property and assurances that, if 
allowed to lease her space, she would 
not rent to a business that would mo-
nopolize the 35 parking spaces she 
has. However, they cautioned Bas-
tone that she faces another hurdle 
convincing village trustees. _ 

Cou.,41,  ivewf o  
Grabowski named acting manager

cx 
 

The Wheeling Village Board officially named James Gra-
bowski acting village manager until a permanent manager is 
hired. 

The board voted on the measure at Monday night's regu-
larly scheduled meeting. Village President Greg Klatecki said 
the board is required to pass a resolution to name an acting 
village manager. 

Grabowski, the village's assistant village manager, has 
been performing the duties of the village manager since 
Craig Anderson was fired last week. Under Grabowski's job 
description, he is to take on the manager's duties in his or 
her absence. 

The Village Board passed a resolution at the Feb. 4 meeting 
to dismiss Anderson from the post after he served there for 
over 13 years. The board is seeking a suitable search firm to 
help find a permanent replacement for Anderson. 
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Commission home day care centers tokids 
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BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Plan Commission is 
sending a message to elected officials 
that commissioners would like to see 
changes in the village's home day-
care ordinance, said commission 
Chairman Ken Brady. 

Commissioners this month gave 
their stamp of approval to plans for a 
Wheeling mom to operate a day-care 
center in her home, but they put a 
limit on the number of children she  

can care for. 
They recommended to trustees 

that Linda Claver be allowed to care 
for eight children, including her own, 
at her new home, 705 Greenview 
Lane. 

The day-care center would be the 
second for Claver, who was the first 
resident to approach Wheeling 
about operating a home day care 
about three years ago. She had to 
reapply because she moved. 

This month's visit to the plan com-
mission was easier for Claver than  

the first go-around, which required a 
series of hearings with social workers, 
city staff, elected officials and resi-
dents. Yet the return visit was not as 
cut and dry as Claver would have 
liked. 

"I have a real big problem with 
someone watching 12 kids, even with 
one helper," Commissioner Stuart 
Shapiro told her. 

Claver had a permit to watch the 
village limit of 12 kids, but commis-
sioners wanted to know the maxi-
mum number she has ever cared for  

and limited her to eight based on her 
answer. Claver objected. 

"But the eight I care for doesn't in-
clude my son," she said. 

But Claver didn't sway commis-
sioners. Three of them said they 
would like to see the village 
change its ordinance to set up a 
limit of six. 

It was the second time in two 
months the commission recom-
mended a decrease in the number of 
children for home day-care facilities. 
The first was for a home at 1400 Mar- 

cy Lane the village board approved 
for six kids last month. 

The commission hopes its recom-
mendations send a message, chair-
man Brady said. 

"I've always felt, always felt that 12 
was too many," he stressed. "In the 
past, the feeling on the board was 
about 50-50 about it, but now we 
have some new commissioners and 
the majority seems to agree. So we'll 
see what the board of trustees does 
when Mrs. Claver's docket comes be-
fore them." 
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Village studying customt, 
fee to bury power lines 

By CASEY Mai? partment of Transportation has plans to widen 
STAFF WRIT the road to four lanes, and the board is hoping 

to bury the utility lines there while IDOT 
Village officials ha discovered a way to pay works on the project. 

for the costly burying of electric power lines. ComEd estimated burying those lines would 
All they have to do now is decide whether they cost $1.2 million. If the village pays that cost, it 
want to follow through with it. could mean deferring or postponing other capi- 

Acting Village Manager Jim Grabowski told tal improvement projects. Grabowski esti- 
trustees that a fee can be as- mated the total cost to resi- 

dents with the rider fee to 

talk to residents 

first. 9 

I think we should 

you use, the more it would 

bury those lines could be 
about $20. 

"Of course, the more power 

cost," he said. 
Trustee Judy The fee would be assessed 

Abruscato to all power users, Grabowski 
said. That would include resi-

dents and businesses. Grabowski said he was 
not sure if churches, schools or other taxing 
bodies would be assessed the fee. 

Trustees were eager to find out more about 
the rider and how it works. The board asked 
staff to further investigate the particulars. 

"I'm in favor of it," Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said. "It would improve the entire village." 

Other trustees were a bit more cautious 
about the idea. 

"I think we should talk to residents first," 
Trustee Judy Abruscato said. 

Trustee Dean Argiris said he wanted a better 
definition of what the village and what ComEd 
would be responsible for before approving the 
plan. Other trustees said they needed more in-
formation about the program. 

"I think we need to see more solid figures 
for this," Trustee Michael Horcher said. 

Grabowski said it would only take a resolu-
tion passed by the Village Board in order to as-
sess 

sessed to electricity users in 
order to bury Commonwealth 
Edison power lines. Grabow-
ski said ComEd can charge 
about one-third of a cent per 
kilowatt hour in order to pay 
for utility line burial. 

The provision to charge 
electricity users for line burial 
is found in a rider in the Illinois Public Utili-
ties Act, Grabowski said. 

Staff learned about the provision at the same 
time ComEd is looking to put more power lines 
on the west side of Wheeling Road, south of 
Hintz Road and north of Palatine Road. 
ComEd representatives informed the village of 
the rider when staff members asked if the lines 
could be buried. 

"The cost can be paid for by the village in a 
sum of $295,000, or it could be charged to each 
user in the village," he said. 

The fee would not appear on a customer's 
bill under construction started, Grabowski 
said. 

It would cost the average household about $5 
to bury the proposed lines along Wheeling 
Road, Grabowski estimated, which would be 
spread out over a period of three months. 

It may also be possible to assess that fee for 
other burial projects. The village board has 
been trying to find money to pay for a burial 
nroieet along McHeprv.  Road: The 1 n c.,,j)P- 
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fight as they develop plans to annex 
four unincorporated areas into the 
village. 

The village board decided this 
week that Wheeling should move ag-
gressively to annex residential and 
commercial pockets along southern 
Milwaukee Avenue to pick up the 
pace on village beautification efforts. presents on the map. 

Trustees said the areas north and Earlier this month, the lagging , 
south of Hintz Road are commonly pace of annexation and beautifica-
mistaken for being part of Wheeling ton efforts was one of the reasons 
and have some problems with crum- trustees gave for ousting Village Man-
bling roads and unsightly businesses. ager Craig Anderson, who held the 

However, the village attorney post for nearly 14 years. 
warned that residents and business- Most of the areas targeted for an- 
es in the unincorporated areas of nexation are surrounded by the vil-
Cook County have made it clear they lage on all sides. They are subject to 
don't want to become part of the vil- involuntary annexation by law be-
lage. 

Trustees therefore decided to ex- See BOARD on PAGE 12 

BY CASS CLIATT plore "quick-take" options to take 
Daily Herald Staff 0 -:s..cazer about 118 acres, whether prop-

erty owners want to join the village or 
Wheeling trustees are expecting a not. 

"In hearing the village attorney, 
voluntary annexation is not the way , 
to go because they're going to fight 
us," Trustee Robert J. Heer said. "I 
think we need to take a big step for-
ward." 

Heer said Wheeling has waited too 
long to fill in the "puzzle" the village 

Wheeling is developing a plan to annex four out of seven areas of 
unincorporated Cook County that create gaps in the town map, hoping to 
speed village beautification efforts. A policy to address the three other areas 
will be developed at a later date. 

Planned annexation E Possible annexation II 

made it clear during a series of meet-
ings in 1998 they didn't want to annex 
into the village without getting some-
thing in return. 

"People want to know what 
they're going to get in terms of sewer 
and water, but those are costly," 
Rhodes said. "They want to know 
what they're going to get for the in-
crease in taxes. So that is something 
this board is going to have to ad-
dress." 

Trustees initially looked at seven 
areas they considered annexing into 
the village, narrowing the list to four 
because of concerns about cost and 
the difficulty of extending sewer and 
water lines. 

Klatecki said he's confident the vil-
lage can hold off on annexing the 
three areas of Jackson Drive, Vera 
Lane and Wolf Run Estates .because 
residents there will inevitably want 
village water and sewer service. 

"If the village waits, it's better to 

have them pay to hook up them-
selves," Klatecki said. "We don't want 
our current residents already paying 
taxes to pay for it." 

Forcing a residential area to annex 
could cost the village up to $20 mil-
lion to extend utilities, trustees said. 
Cost will remain a major concern as 
the village develops its policy for an-
nexing the four areas that trustees 
prioritized. 

"I think what we need to do first is 
find the cold hard facts, and the cold 
hard facts is about cash," Trustee 
Judy Abruscato said. "We have to find 
a place to start and put the rest into 
the five-year plan." 

Wheeling's village board next will 
decide whether to seek voluntary an-

iiexations before taking over the four 
selected areas, how to complete pub-
lic improvements within the parcels, 
the annexation schedule and the 
cost. 

Wheeling looking to force 
annexation in four areas 

Board: Move might clean up blighted areas 
61-Q.D-cra--Wheeling annexation proposal 

cause they measure 60 acres or less. 
One area consists mostly of 

apartments and condominiums, 
while three parcels host industrial 
and commercial areas that many 
trustees criticized as being blighted. 

Describing the Industrial Drive 
area along southern Milwaukee as 
"frightening," Village President 
Greg Klatecki said it "needs to be 
grabbed up immediately." 

"I think their freedom has 
caused an aesthetic problem for the 
village, and in some cases, a pollu-
tion problem," Klatecki said. 

Klatecki said the most obvious 
use for the Industrial Drive parcel 
would be to incorporate it into Pal-
waukee Municipal Airport. 

"The truth is, I don't think we want 
any of those businesses in there," 
Klatecki said of the potential to gain 
new revenue sources. "And I don't see 
us developing it." 

Trustee PatrickHorcher cautioned 
his fellow trustees, saying Wheeling 
has to be prepared to make some 
concessions to make any annexation 
plan work. 

"If the board feels it's in the best in-
terest of the village to clean these up 
— and these industries think it does-
n't trouble their business to keep 
them as they are — then it's going to 
cost the village something," Horcher 
said. "We need to put something out 
there, maybe doing some road im-
provements. If the board needs to ex-
ercise control over these properties, it 
is going to be a budgetary concern." 

Village Attorney James Rhodes re-
minded the board that property 
owners  in  unincorporated areas 

Continued from Page 1 



iithryn Sion, Pioneer Preis 

Industrial Lane is one area the Wheeling Village Board is trying to annex into the village from 
unincorporated Cook County. 

Annexatiop may lead to redevelopment 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

CerIA,
STAFF W ITER 

Wheeling trustees re work-
ing on bringing some areas 
'along South Milwaukee Ave-
nue under village control so 
they can spearhead a possible 
redevelopment and clean up. 

There are seven areas 
within Wheeling's borders 
that remain in unincorporated 
Cook County. The properties 
do not receive village services, 
are not tied into village sewer 
or water lines and do not pay 
property taxes to the village. 
They also are not subject to 
the village's zoning laws. 

Village officials have listed 
four unincorporated areas as 
annexation priorities. One 
area includes Industrial and 
Sumac lanes near Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport. The Plum 
Creek subdivision and Hunt 
Club Apartments also have 
been targeted, as have two 
small parcels on South Mil-
waukee Avenue just north of 
Hintz Road. 

The industrial businesses in 
those areas, the outdoor stor-
age yards and public storage 
facilities all can be aestheti- 

cally improved, board mem-
bers said. Trustees want to 
clean up those parcels be-
cause new developments like 
River Mill Crossing and Astor 
Place are being built in the 
same area. 

"The problems there be-
come our problems in the way 
they affect our village," Trus-
tee Trevor Lehmann said. 
"This is a way to clean up 
some of the mess down 
there." 

Village Attorney James 
Rhodes said the village cannot 
simply go in and close the 
businesses down once the 
properties are annexed. The 
village will be able to restrict 
any growth of those busi-
nesses, and trustees would 
have greater control over the 
properties if the businesses 
are sold to new owners. 

"We have to complete the 
puzzle on Milwaukee Ave-
nue," Trustee Robert Heer 
said. "If (the properties) are 
annexed and we do nothing 
but hold onto them for rede-
velopment, it will only benefit 
the village in the long run." 

Annexation can be done 
with or without the support of  

the property owner. Only 
areas that are less than 60 
acres in size, can be forcibly 
annexed. 

The area around Industrial 
and Sumac lanes is 66 acres, 
and cannot be forcibly an-
nexed, said James Grabowski, 
acting village manager. It is 
also the area that has the most 
industrial activity and some of 
the worst roads. Grabowski 
said the village can negotiate 
with some individual property 
owners to see if they would 
like to be annexed voluntarily. 

Rhodes said the village 
asked many of the industrial  

owners in that area if they 
would be interested in being 
annexed into the village in 
1998. Most of them, he said, 
were not interested, mainly 
because they have a degree of 
freedom from village ordi-
nances to run their businesses 
and pay less property taxes. 

The Plum Creek and Hunt 
Club area is 48 acres. The 
South Milwaukee Avenue and 
Hintz Road parcel is only 2 
acres. The other South Mil-
waukee Avenue parcel is sur-
rounded by River Mill Cross-
ing and is about 1.5 acres. 

A majority of the board is in  

favor of annexing those areas. 
But Trustee Patrick Horcher 
pointed out that the village 
will be obligated to improve 
the areas with water, sewer 
and better roads. He warned 
the taxes collected on those 
properties would not cover the 
cost of improvements. And 
Trustee Judy Abruscato also 
was wary of the costs. 

"I would like to see it all an-
nexed," she said. "But we 
have to find out the hard, cold 
facts. How much cash is the 
bottom line? We should make 
a plan based on cost." 

Cathryn SenttiPioneer Press 

The Wheeling Village Board chose a gazebo similar to this one 
standing in Palatine Town Square for the new park to be built 
on the corner of Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee Road. 

Board chooses 
By CASEY MOFFITT cV- OF 90- 

STAFF WRITER 

C.A.) 

The Wheeling Villa e Board continues to 
move forward on the design of the new park 

on the corner of Dundee Road and Milwaukee 
Avenue. 

Board members last week chose a gazebo, 
lighting and stone style for the park. 

Gary Lehman,-  of Harding ESE, the firm 
hired to design and build the park, asked the 
board to consider a gazebo that was subtle in 
nature and gave respect to the land and fea-
tures around it. 

"This is going to be something to comple-
ment the waterfall," Lehman said. "This is 
going to be the crown of the waterfall. We don't 
want this crown to dominate the waterfall." 

Trustees selected a smaller version of a ga-
zebo standing in Palatine's Town Square. 

Since the park will be in a heavily traveled 
area, Lehman suggested the board pick a style 
that would be more visual than functional. 
Trustees said they liked the subtle style of the 
gazebo, which they said could be used for host- 

gazebo design 
This is going to be the crown 

of the waterfall. 5 

i: ing such events as small jazz c(gicerts. 4., 
Most of the lighting in the park will e usqd- 

to highlight the landscape and the fea- 
tures. Some pedestrian lighting reseiv ling 
street lights also will be installed. 

Claus Dunkleberg of Harding ESE had som0,;, 
good news for the board when he told trustees 
that no mitigation will be necessary to clean ui 
the site, which was once occupied by a gas sta: 
tion. 

"Everything looks very positive," he said. 
The northeast corner has already been 

cleared of trees in preparation for grading on 
the site. The board still has to decide on sign, 
design for the park and work on a formal 
name. Cole Taylor Bank's name will adorn the 
new park, because the bank donated land to 
the village for the project. The board hopes to 
open the park for the village's Fourth of July 
celebration this year. 

Rolling Meadows nixes tax hike: 
Rolling Meadows aldermen Tues-
day shot down a proposal to raise 
the city's home-rule portion of the 
sales tax by a quarter of a cent. The 
change would have meant people 
making purchases in the city would 
have paid 8.5 cents on the dollar 
rather than the 8.25 cents on the 
dollar they're paying now. Argu-
ments for the tax hike included the 
increased revenue the city could 
generate withouf relying solely on 
its residents. But the majority of al-
dermen said this is not the time to 
be reaching deeper into people's 
pocketbooks. They say they'd be 
willing to reconsider the proposal 
later — possibly once the economy 
improves. The increase was suggest-
ed as a way to generate more money 
for city projects. Second Ward Alder-
man Merton Staley voted in favor of 
the increase. Third Ward Alderman 
Suzanne Jungmann was not at the 
meeting. 

Then club charges mostly stand: 
Thirty-four of the 39 people arrest-
ed outside the Music Factory teen 
dance club in Des Plaines earlier  

this month pleaded guilty Tuesday 
to city ordinance violations. They 
each were each fined $75 and given 
four months of court supervision. 
Three people pleaded not guilty. Of 
those, two were found guilty of un-
derage drinking and were each 
fined $150; one was acquitted. Tinto 
others did not show up for court at 
the Skokie branch of Cook County 
Circuit Court. They each face a $200 
fine and art April 1 court date. The 
city law charges, mainly for under-
age drinking, resulted from arrests 
police made on Feb. 1 and Feb. 2 
outside the dance club at 1428 Lee 
St. The number of type of arrests led 
the city to suspend the club's li-
cense, and the club has been cl sed 
since. t‘ t 

Village manager search beg' s: 
Wheeling has taken the first step in 
finding a new village manager, de-
ciding to hire a Lake Bluff firm to 
conduct a nationwide search. The 
village will pay The PAR Group 
about $14,000 plus expenses for a 
search process that includes meet-
ing with elected officials to find 
qualification requirements fora _    

new village manager, searchingTor 
the candidates and interviewing 
them. The PAR Group presentation 
was similar to those presented by 
the Mercer Group of Atlanta and 
Bennett Associates of Northbrook. 
Village officials chose PAR because 
of its local ties and its reputation 
placing managers in towns similar 
to Wheeling. The PAR Group told 
trustees the company could have a 
new village manager in place within 
90 days. 

MWRD OKs school addition plans:, 
A project to remodel and add onto 
Holmes Junior High School in 
Mount Prospect has the support of 
the Metropolitan Water Reclama-
tion District. The agency has agreed 
to issue the necessary permit for the 
$2.56 million project for the school's 
library media center. Last month, 
the agency expressed problems 
with the water retention plan of the 
Elk Grove Township Elementary 
District 59 project. But the agency 
has agreed to back the district's plan 
to provide water retention to the 
south of Holmes, officials said. Con-
-#tructionis set for this summer. 



AUheeling 
may spend 
more on 
projects 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

As Wheeling leaders surge forward 
in their efforts to beautify the village, 
they are looking for ways to help res-
idents avoid a future of steady tax in-
creases. 

Village officials eyeing the 2002-
2003 budget are proposing a 25 per-
cent increase in spending for capital 
improvements as part of a $53.7 mil-
lion overall budget. 

A long list of proposed projects in-
cludes breathing new life into the 
South Milwaukee Avenue tax financ-
ing district by spending $8.7 million 
to buy land for redevelopment. 

The village also wants to spend $3 
million for lighting and other 
streetscape improvements along 
Milwaukee. • 

It all translates into a proposed 3.4 
percent increase in the property tax-
es levied on Wheeling residents, said 
Finance Director Michael Mond-
schain. The average home owner 
with property assessed at $150,000 
would pay about $18 more a year in 
taxes, totaling $427. 

The increase is far below the un-
popular 12 percent tax hike trustees 
approved last year. 

Still, Mondschain said Wheeling's 
"aggressive" approach to capital im-
provements could be laying the 
groundwork for a fhture spike in 
property taxes. 

Wheeling intentionally created a 
budget last year that has the village 
spending more than it receives in 
revenue, relying on large reserves the 
village has built up over the years for 
capital improvements, Mondschain 
said. 

The village did the same thing in 
creating the 2002-03 budget draft. 

"In future years, they (trustees) 
may have to consider the possibility 
of issuing additional debt to pay for 
improvements, and that could trans-
late into a higher property tax levy," 
Mondschain said. 

Trustees have charged city staff 
with finding alternative ways to raise 
money for $20.4 million in proposed 
projects to expand and improve vil-
lage buildings, roads sewers and oth-
er infrastructure. 

Funding options could include 
raising permit and licensing fees that 
have not increased in 10 years. 

Also, Wheeling expects a 25 per-
cent jump in sales tax revenue.` 
2002-03 will help relieve the 1?,Orden 
on home owners. 

The extra revenue would mostly 
• come from a Target store slated to 
open next month on Lake Cook Road 
and from a 0.25 percent increase in 
Wheeling's home rule sales tax that 
took effect Jan. 1, officials said. 

Trustees next will review the rev-
enue alternatives and then tell village 
staff how to incorporate them into a 
budget the board will vote on in April.  

Dundee 
repaving 
project first 
on g list 

V•-0 
winter supposedly winds to a 

close, it's almost time for the Chica-
go area's other season: road con-
struction. 

Wheeling sent us a note, giving us 
the quick run-
down of how this 
season will affect 
the village. 

First, the Illi-
nois Department 
of Transportation 
plans to begin 
work on repaving 
Wheeling's stretch 
of Dundee Road 
in late April or 
early May. 

The plans call 
for patching, 

milling and repaving Dundee from 
Kennicott Road east of Route 53, to 
Milwaukee Avenue and on to 
Waukegan Road in Northbrook. 

The project will complete the 
resurfacing of Dundee as it connects 
to a job finished last year from 
Waukegan Road east. 

Because it is not a village project, 
Wheeling doesn't have control over 
construction schedules, officials 
said. 

"But we recognized the deterio-
rating condition of Dundee Road 
and encouraged IDOT to resurface 
the roadbed as soon as practical," 
acting Public Works Director Guy 
Kolberg said in a statement. 

"There will be temporary disloca-
tion of traffic, but the resulting im-
provements will provide motorists 
with smoother driving." 

Construction is expected to start 
in early spring, with a completion 
date of July 28. 

Traffic in the construction zone 
will be limited to one lane in each di-
rection. 

Left turns will be prohibited at var-
ious times, but right-in, right-out 
turns will not be affected. 

Permanent overnight lane clo-
sures will be in effect until July 1. Af-
ter that, crews will work days only. 

In another state project, the 
McHenry Road bottleneck is about 
to be unblocked. 

Construction will begin in late 
summer or early fall on Illinois Route 
83 from Dundee Road to Lake Cook 
Road, with utility work involving 
ComEd and Nicor Gas. 

The $8.1 million project will re-
place the present drainage ditches 
with underground storm sewers, re-
place the two-lane road with four 
lanes and include traffic signal im-
provements. 

The project should be finished by 
late fall 2003, with the exception of 
tree and shrubbery planting. 

For more details about these pro-
jects — and also a Wolf Road project 
planned for fall — read the March 
edition of the village newsletter. 

Wheeling 
divides plan 
to build fence 
into two arts 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling learned a great deal from 
its project two years ago that placed 
wood fences along residential areas 
on Route 83. 

Village leaders learned it was a good 
way to beautify the area and that they 
could improve on the concept. 

This week, village trustees decided 
Wheeling should embark on another 
fencing project to install a barrier 
along a stretch of Dundee Road, this 
time using concrete fencing. 

The concrete barrier would last 
longer, require less maintenance and 
have the added benefit of being a 
sound barrier for residents, in addi-
tion to an attractive visual shield, said 
Tony Stavros of the village's engineer-
ing division. 

"It can be concrete with the look of 
wood," Stavros said. 

'Actually, when I went out to look at 
the project, I had to go and tap on it to 
make sure I was in the right place," 
Stavros said of a similar fencing pro-
ject in Naperville. 

The fencing would cost about 
$112,500 to install in Wheeling. It 
would begin next to the residential 
area on Dundee Road, west of Route 
83, and run west along the homes to 
the village limits, village officials said. 

The wooden fencing along Route 83 
also runs along homes, having been 
built to shield property owners from 
air and noise pollution after a state 
road widening project. - 

One of the only disadvantages of 
the concrete fencing is its initial in-
stallation cost is higher than the 
$101,250 estimated for wood panels, 
Stavros said. Over a 14-year period, 

1 though, the concrete fence should re-
quire no additional cost to maintain, 
while wood has to be sealed every two 
years. 

"The problems with construction of 
either wood or concrete is it will cost 
about $40,000 to do sidewalk re-
moval," Stavros said. "There will have 
to be extensive tree and shrub re-
moval. We'll need to get permission 
from residents to install the fences on 
private property." 

Those factors prompted trustees to 
decide on a two-step process for in-
stalling the fence. The first step will in-
clude engineering and gaining per-
mission for the fencing work, while 
construction would occur in the 2003-
2004 budget year if all the permits 
come through. 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 



Board erred 
with Anderson 
Wheeling/ It was with great 

' regret that I read of Craig 
Anderson's decision to leave 
his position of Wheeling 
• village manager. 

As a former village trustee, 
11 had the privilege of working 
with him and can attest to 
'both his professional ability 
,and fine character. It's 
unfortunate the majority of 
the board was too blinded by 
their own ambitions to see 
the value of his service to 
Wheeling. 

I give credit to trustees 
(Judy) Abruscato and (Bob) 
Heer for their support of Mr. 
Anderson, contrary to Trustee 
(Dean) Argiris' claim that the 
entire board agreed that it 
was time for him to leave. 
Any dissatisfaction the 
community might have had 
with the speed of progress 
certainly wasn't directed at 
the village manager. It was 
only the board that unfairly 
shifted the blame from 
themselves to him And his 
staff. 

Board hires search firm :3-7- 
The Wheeling Village Board elected to hire the PAR Group, 

an executive search firm, to help in the search for a new vil-
lage manager. 

Trustees said they liked the fact the Northbrook-based 
PAR Group was a local firm, making it easier to maintain 
steady communication. The board had received proposals 
from four search firms. 

The PAR Group is charging the village $14,000 plus ex-
penses for its services. Firm officials said they believe they 
can find a new manager within 90 days. 

Board members are eager to find a new village manager. 
Besides needing to fill the village's top staff position, the vil-
lage has vacancies for other key department heads, including 
public works and community development. The village also 
is working to find a new manager for Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport. The board elected to part ways with Anderson Feb. 1. 

Board meetings to air March 11 
Wheeling residents will be able to watch the Village 

Board's meetings on cable channel 17 beginning March 11. 
The meetings will be broadcast live on Monday evenings 

beginning at 7:30 p.m. They also will be taped for rebroad-
cast. 

SoundVision of Elgin began installing two cameras, lights 
and audio equipment in January. 

Village staff is looking for volunteers to direct the cameras 
and handle other tasks. Those interested should contact Act-
ing Village Manager James Grabowski or executive secretary 
Connie Gervase at (847) 459-2617. Those interested will be 
contacted after a schedule for training has been determined, 
Grabowski said. 

3 - o o-- 
and now its village manager. 
The majority of this board 
considers this "moving 
forward." They're moving all 
right, but in the wrong 
direction. 

Elizabeth Hartman 

Power users to pay 
costs to bury lines 

Radziewicz said the cost to 

kilowatt hour on their electric 
an additional 32 cents per 
customers will most likely be 

bill. The average residential 
customer will pay about an ad-
ditional $4.80 for the burial. 
Radziewicz said that total will 
be spread out over the course 

The Wheeling Village Board of construction, which he ex- 
elected to exercise a rider in pects to be three months. That 
the Illinois Public Utilities Act means the average customer 
that allows Commonwealth will be charged an additional 
Edison to charge customers $1.60 per month for the work. 
for the expense of burying Radziewicz said the charge power lines. ComEd is build-  will be applied to all ComEd 
ing new feeder lines along the customers, including busi-
west side of Wheeling Road nesses, churches, schools and 
from Willowbrook Drive to other taxing bodies. He said 
Hintz Road this spring to im-  ComEd hopes to have the new 
prove the reliability of its lines installed by June 1, in 
electrical network.

time to meet summer electric-
ComEd applied for a permit ity demands. He said con-

to install 15 utility poles for struction could begin in April. 
the project Jan. 2, but village Trustees unanimously 
staff members, aware of the passed the resolution to exer-
Village Board's desire to bury cise the rider. 
the lines instead of having

Trustee Judy Abruscato 
them run above ground, urged said a number of residents 
utility officials to honor the said they would support the 
board's request. extra fee. 

Mike Radziewicz, external "All the residents I spoke V 
affairs manager for ComEd, didn't see a problem with it,' 
said burying the new lines will she said. 
cost about $295,000. (Cnntiniipri nn nacrp Ql 

- • Power users Continued from page 8 

Other trustees said they fa-  pay for the burial.James Gra-
vored exercising the rider bowski, Wheeling's acting vil-
since it will improve the aes-  lage manager, said the rider 
thetics of the village at a mar-  was put into the Illinois Pub-
ginal cost to residents and lic Utilities Act as a response 
businesses.Trustees decided to many communities' desire 
to institute the rider fee in- 
stead of using tax dollars to ance 

 to bury utility lines for appear-
and function. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STA• FF WRITER 

Wheeling res nts can ex-
pect a small increase in their 
electric bills to pay for the 
burying of power lines along 
Wheeling Road. 

Wheeling ready to send message 
to District 21 on school crowding 

Residents should be aware 
that it was Craig Anderson 
who did the thankless job of 
holding things together, 
despite the board's constant 
efforts to usurp his authority. 
In addition, Wheeling would 
not have been represented at 
the Northwest Municipal 
Conference or the Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern 
Cook County without him. 
The residents and employees 
of the village, as well as his 
colleagues in the region, hold 
him in the highest regard. 

Many staff members left 
the village shortly after the 
1997 election. In the past few 
months, Wheeling has lost its 
directors of finance, public 
works and community 
development, the manager of 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 3113) 0 g• 

The decision is out of their hands, 
but Wheeling trustees plan to weigh 
in on debates over how to fix crowd-
ing problems at Whitman 
Elementary School in Wheeling. 

Trustees want the leadership in 
Wheeling Township Elementary Dis-
trict 21 to know that the village would 
oppose any solution that irpolves a 
skewing of the balance between 
ethnic groups at Whitman, trustees 
said. 

Asked Tuesday whether the vil-
lage's input would be welcome, 
District 21 Superintendent Lloyd 
"Bud" DesCarpentrie would only 
refer to district policy. 

"The board of education is the sole 
legal authority to make decisions for 
the school district," DesCarpentrie 
said. 

Wheeling resident and Plan Com- 
missioner Stuart Shapiro pressed the 
village board into action, saying a 
decision to send more Hispanic chil-
dren to Whitman would decrease 
property values and the quality of 
education. 

The village board at its meeting 
Monday evening decided to draw up 
a resolution that sends the district a 
clear message on the village's stance, 
even as Dist. 21 was also holding a 
meeting Monday evening with par-
ents to propose solutions for 
crowding. 

"My concern is that our schools  

are trying to encourage an 
unhealthy diversity," Village Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann said. "I would 
encourage a resolution that would 
state politely that they not do that, 
and that we keep a balance of diver-
sity and not segregate it all into one 
school." 

Trustees were unanimous in their 
ageement. Village President Greg 
laatecki abstained from any discus-
sion on the matter because he is a 
teacher at Holmes Middle School in 
District 21. 

Among its options to fix crowding, 
the district has suggested changing 
its boundary lines and spending 
about $1.65 million to expand Whit-
man to accommodate more 
students. 



By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF 
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The Wheeling Village Board 
wants to find an outside law 
firm to help Village Attorney 
James Rhodes with specific 
tasks, but President Greg Kla-

..tecki is not ready to work with 
the firm chosen by the board. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
requested the board sign a let-
ter of engagement with Hol-
land and Knight LLP that 
would allow the village to ask 
the firm to work on specific 
projects. The agreement does 
not call for any money to 
change hands between the vil-
lage and the firm until serv-
ices are provided, and the let-
ter is not an exclusive 
contract. 

However, Klatecki said he 
takes issue with the letter 
since Holland and Knight also 
represents North American 
Jet, which has a fixed-based 
operation at Palwaukee Mu-
nicipal Airport. The village 
and the city of Prospect 
Heights jointly own the air-
port. 

"It's my name on the let- 

ter," he said. "If there is a con-
flict, them I'm the one held li-
able and I don't want to be 
held liable." 

The board is looking for 
outside firms to help Rhodes 
with issues outside of his ex-
pertise. Those issues could in-
clude annexation, establishing 
tax increment financing dis-
tricts, land acquisition or util-
ity franchise agreements. If 
there are legal issues with vil-
lage employees, trustees said 
an outside firm may be able to 
step in to help keep Rhodes 
from an awkward situation. 

"We've talked about annex-
ation, for an example," Leh-
mann said. "That's something 
that takes a lot of hours. We 
might be better off to get a 
third party in and get it taken 
care of, so we don't lose track 
of what else is going on." 

Trustee Dean Argiris also 
backed the measure calling 
for the letter of engagement, 
and he said it could only help 
the village. 

"We need sources outside of 
Mr. Rhodes to get some things 
done," he said. "We definitely 

(Continued on page 12)  

need a firm. Other towns do it; 
so why shouldn't we?" 

Lehmann questions Kia-
tecki's reasoning in refusing 
to sign the letter. He said con-
flicts of interest are always an 
issue when dealing with vil-
lage business, but there are 
ways to avoid them. 

"You are going to cross 
paths from time to time, but 
you disclose it and move on," 
he said. "You have to draw the 
line, but where is the line? 
You do the best you can." 

The letter from Holland and 
Knight was drafted by attor-
ney Mark Burkland, who rep-
resented Lehmann in his 
Ethics Board hearing in Au-
gust 2000. Lehmann insisted 
that his use of the firm had no 
bearing on his request for the 
agreement to be signed by the 
village. 

called the firm and asked 
who there has worked with 
municipal affairs before, or 
who represents other towns in 
the area," he said. "The deal is 
they assign you someone. ... 
(Burkland) spoke with (former 
village manager) Craig Ander-
son, and that's the way it 
went." 

Lehmann said Holland and 
Knight is a reputable firm,  

and he was pleased with their 
work. He said the Rim has 
more than 40 attorneys in its 
Chicago branch and over 1,600 
nationwide. He said a firm 
with those kinds of resources 
could be beneficial to the vil-
lage. 

Both Lehmann and Argiris 
said they would not be op-
posed to soliciting requests 
from other firms to see what 
they can offer the village in 
order to find an outside firm 
to help Rhodes. 

"Let's do it," Lehmann said.  
"It doesn't hurt to sign more 
than one (letter)." 

Argiris said he would be 
willing to solicit more re-
quests in order to find a firm 
to help the village. 

"We can sign an agreement 
with another firm," he said. 
"It doesn't matter to me." 

Rhodes declined to com-
ment on the board's desire to 
work with outside firms. 

In the meantime, Klatecki 
said he has no intention of 
signing the agreement with 
Holland and Knight, unless 
the conflict-of-interest issue is 
addressed and settled. He also 
said he does not object to find-
ing an outside firm to work on 
specific projects. 
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Two developers looking to 
build on different site's off 
North Milwaukee Avenue will 
have to wait for the compre-
hensive plan to be 'overhauled 
if they want to continue with 
their projects. • 

Develop 
N'Tiky 

By CASEY MOFFITT said it would rather wait for 
STAFF WRITER the plan to be finished before 

allowing any more develop-
ment to progress on North 
Milwaukee Avenue. The area 
is being considered for a new 
tax increment financing dis-
trict, and the board also wants 
to hear from its hired planners 
as to what might be the best 
development for the area. 

The WheOing Village Board Both developers, Paul 

It would 
be im-
proper for 
a law firm 
to repre-
sent the 
village 
when that 
same firm 
represents 
a business 
operating 
at a vil-
lage-
owned fa-
cility. 
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Search for 
another firm 

W heeling Village President 
Greg Klatecki refuses to 
sign a letter of engagement 
approved by the Village 

Board that paves the way for an 
outside law firm to work for the village 
when Village Attorney James Rhodes 
needs help outside his expertise or is 
too busy. 

But not just any firm — a firm that 
has ties with the village-owned 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 

While the idea of using an outside 
firm on an as-needed basis has merit, 
we support Klatecki's position that 
bringing in Holland and Knight LLP 
could pose a conflict of interest. The 
firm represents North American Jet, a 
business operating at the airport that 
has to deal with the village on such 
matters as lease agreements and 
building permits. 

It would be improper for a law firm 
to represent the village when that 
same firm represents a business 
operating at a village-owned facility. 

Another disturbing aspect of the 
issue is Trustee Trevor Lehmann's 
relationship with the firm. Lehmann 
recommended the village sign up 
Holland and Knight, the same firm 
that represented Lehmann in his 
village Ethics Board hearing in August 
2000. The firm defended Lehmann 
during the hearing against charges of 
impropriety leveled by former trustee 
Bill Spangenberg. The Ethics Board 
cleared Lehmann of any wrongdoing. 

Selecting Holland and Knight, in 
light of its relationship with a trustee, 
creates the appearance of favoritism. 
This is another reason why Klatecki 
should stand his ground. 

So where does the board go from - 
here? Klatecki refuses to sign the 
letter. And Lehmann and other 
trustees are committed to hiring a law 
firm. 

The answer is obvious. 
Scrap the idea of hiring Holland and 

Knight, and seek proposals from other 
firms through a formal process that 
would assure fairness in selection and 
avoid any potential conflicts of 
interest. 

Towns get 
Palwaukee 
noise study 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald StafVer 

After two years of waiting and 
spending and committee meetings, 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport is 
finally ready to send recommenda-
tions from its noise study to Wheeling 
and Prospect Heights for approval. 

On Wednesday, the consultants that 
helped conduct Palwaukee's Federal 
Aviation Regulation Part 150 Noise 
Compatibility Study presented a list of 
alternatives to reduce airport noise 
before a crowd of residents and town 
leaders from Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights. 

The towns, which share ownership 
of the airport, have to decide 
whether to approve the recommen-
dations for reducing noise 
surrounding the airport before send-
ing the recommendations to the 
federal government for review 

Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
spent $400,000 on the noise study, 
hoping the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration will find Palwaukee eligible for 
$5 million a year for noise abatement 
efforts. 

The study includes detailed sug-
gestions for banning certain types of 
jet aircraft from flying at night, sound-
proofing some homes and providing 
money to residents unable to sell their 
homes close to the airport at market 
prices. It also outlines options for 
installing noise monitoring equip-
ment and designing flight paths to 
minimize noise. 

Most Wheeling trustees and 
Prospect Heights aldermen seemed to 
support the recommendations, but 
they questioned whether their towns 
would ever see the programs in action. 

"I and (Prospect Heights) Mayor 
(Edward P.) Rotchford have been lis-
tening and waiting on noise studies 
for the past 10 years, and money is 
always the overwhelming factor," 
Wheeling Trustee JuclyAbruscato said. 
"I wonder if we're going to be around 
after the next 10 years go by." 

Abruscato and Rotchford recalled 
1988, the last time Palwaukee con-
ducted a noise study. That did not 
result in federal support. Study con-
sultant Ryk Dunkelberg captained that 
the FAA has made airline safety a pri-
ority since the Sept 11 terrorist attacks, 
and Palwaukee might have to wait a 
year before learning if the FM accepts 
the airport's noise reduction plan. 

Dunkelberg and representatives for 
TAMS Consultants of Chicago pre-
sented the results of the noise study 
during the special meeting of the Pal-
waukee Airport Commission. 

TWo Prospect Heights aldermen 
criticized the study process. 

Fast Ward Alderman Timothy Hat-
tendorf said the commission should 
establish a routine review process to 
see what progress has been made on 
noise reduction. Fourth Ward Alder-
man Gerald T. Anderson offered his 
own recommendations for noise 
reduction and berated airport man-
agers, accusing them of inaction. 

Officials from Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights are expected to vote 
on whether to approve the study at 
their meetings in coming weeks.  

Swanson of Paul Swanson and 
Associates, Inc., and John 
Green, an architect working 
with Tantillo Homes, pitched 
separate residential develop-
ments to the board at its 
March 4 meeting. 

Swanqon' proposed to. build 
180 condominiums on the for. 
mer. John property, located 

(441iiniuid on-pagelO), 

■ Milwaukee 
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on the southwest corner of 
Lake-Cook Road and Milwau-
kee Avenue, directly behind 
the Ram Restaurant. The site 
is 48 acres, but because of the 
presence of floodplains and 
wetlands, only 5.8 acres can be 
used for development. 

Swanson hopes to build 
three, eight-story buildings, 
with one floor of below-ground 
parking. Swanson said he 
would be willing to donate any 
unused land to the village and 
the Wheeling Park District. 

Green proposed a 215-unit 
development that includes i 
town homes and condomini-
ums on a 9.6-acre site at the 
intersection of Milwaukee 
Avenue and Wolf Road. The 
site would abut the Wedge-
wood Riding Center Farm 
from the south. Green said 
Tantillo Homes owns the va-
cant lot just south of the farm 
and is in negotiations to pur-
chase the Wonder Bread out-
let and AAA Auto Sales for the 
development. 

Although trustees said they 
were intrigued by the two de-
velopments, they would rather 
wait for the comprehensive 
plan to be completed before 
approving any projects for the 
area. Officials expect the plan 
to be ready sometime next 
year. 

"It looks nice," Trustee 
Judy Abruscato said of the 
Tantillo proposal, "but in not 
having the comprehensive 
plan yet, I think we should 
wait and see what the plan 
would indicate for the area. 
We've waited this long. Wait-
ing another few months, 
wouldn't upset this plan." •-• 

Trustee Dean Argiris said 
he always welcomes develop-
ment 

 
in the village, but he 

also wanted to wait. 

"With all the stuff we've got , 
going on, we've got a lot on 
our plate," Argiris said. "We 
need to finish up some of that 
first." 

Both developers requested 
TIF dollars for improvements 
on the sites. Tantillo Homes 
requested $4.7 million. Swan-
son did not request a specific.  
figure. Trustees had concerns 
about the requests, especially 
since the TIF district has not 
even been established yet. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher 
was the only board member 
ready to let both developers 
proceed with their projects. 

"I like the concept, and I 
have no problem with the 
use," he said of the Tantillo 
proposal. "I don't think one 
acre of the site will be affected 
by the comprehensive plan." 
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Specialty liquor store put 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The would-be owners of a Russian 
liquor store proposed for Hintz Road 
tried a different approach this 
month to get Wheeling officials to 
approve their plans. 

They were stymied again. 
The owners of The Russian Kitchen  

Restaurant appeared before the plan 
commission to explain how their spe-
cialty liquor store would fill a niche in 
the Eastern European community 
surrounding the Garden Fresh Plaza 
shopping center. They explained how 
offering kosher wines, kosher vodka 
and specialty liqueurs would give 
immigrants a familiar place to buy 
goods that are part of their culture. 

Last month, Wheeling 
decided against issuing 
license for the proposed si 
former Monkey Business to 
W Hintz Road, after lister 
abbreviated version of the 

Potential owners Albert A 
and Alexander Mavlyanov 
gain the plan commission'; 
before making another vist 

wantads@dailyherald.com  
Display ads: 427-4624; 
sales@dailyherald.com  
Main switchboard: 427-4300. 
Missing paper? Call by 9 a.m., 
427-4333. 

News tips 
General Newsroom 
(8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.): 427-4514; 
news@dailyherald.com  
News tip hotline 
(5 p.m.-8:30 a.m. and weekends): 
427-4440; news@dailyherald.com  

Send us your news 
It's easy; just follow the 5 W's: 
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Trus e eye new taxes 
By CASEY MO ITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Village Board is debating new 
taxes and possible delays in capital improve-
ment projects that are included in next year's 
budget. 

The board is considering implementing four 
new taxes next year. Trustees will not vote on 
the tax increases until village staff members 
draft the necessary documents. While they 
have yet to formally approve the new fees, dis-
cussions held last week indicate that the ma-
jority of the board favors them. 

Trustees are unanimous in their desire to 
pass a 5 percent hotel/motel tax, which could 
add between $75,000 and $100,000 to village 
coffers. They also are in agreement to increase 
water activation fees, which the village levies 
when water is returned to a residence after 
being cut off for failing to pay water bills. The 
fee will increase from $25 to $50 when water is 
returned between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m., and from 
$50 to $100 when water is turned on any other 
time. 
' Discussions on charging ambulance fees and 
a utility use tax were more contentious. 

The board came to a consensus to begin am- 

bulance fees based on a National Fee Schedule 
developed by the Health Care Financing Ad-
ministration. Those costs are covered by Medi-
care and most health insurance plans, and the 
board agreed in principle to start charging fees 
based on the HCFA schedule. If an insurance 
plan will not cover the entire ambulance fee, 
the village will accept what the plan covers and 
not collect the remainder. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato said she was against 
the ambulance fee and called it "a sad thing" 
to charge people for ambulance service. 

Trustees also agreed to implement a 5 per-
cent use tax on electric bills. The new tax 
would add about $4.40 a month to the average 
resident's electric bill and generate an addi-
tional $1.4 million a year for the village. 

"This is a no-brainer," Trustee Dean Argiris 
said. "We tell the utilities what we want, and 
they send us the checks." 

Abruscato said she worried what effect the 
new tax would have on businesses. She said 
businesses already pay a higher property tax 
and use the most electricity. 

"It's going to make business unhappy and 
put small businesses out," Abruscato said. 
"Then we'll have a problem." 

(Continued on page 8) 

Trustee Michael Horcher 
said the tax would add about 
$20 a month to his electric bill 
for his floral business, which 
he said he could afford. 

Trustee Robert Heer and 
Village President Greg Kla-
tecki do not support the utility 
tax, saying it would hit retired 
people and low-income fami-
lies the hardest. 

"All we're doing is taxing, 
taxing, taxing," Heer said. "It 
rubs me the wrong way. When 
this is implemented, I'm tell-
ing you, they're going to tar 
and feather you." 

The village has an aggres-
sive capital improvements 
plan, which is helping to drive 
expenses up. Trustee Patrick 
Horcher said the reason the 
village needs such an aggres-
sive plan is from "negligent 
government" in the past. The 
village now has to pay for new 
water mains, new roofs on mu-
nicipal buildings and sewer 
improvements. 

The board also is hoping to 
build a new public works fa-
cility on Hintz Road, add onto 
the Pavilion Senior Center 
and renovate Village Hall. 
Building a new public works 
facility is estimated to cost 
$6.6 million. Other projects on 
the list include tearing down 
the pedestrian bridge between 
London Middle School and 
Field Elementary School on 
Dundee Road, and installing 
fences along Dundee Road. 

"We have an aggressive  

board now," Argiris said. 
"We've brought all these plans 
to the table. But guess what? 
It all costs money." 

Building a new public 
works facility is not included 
in next year's budget. How-
ever, $750,000 to draw plans 
and design the public works 
building, the Pavilion addition 
and Village Hall renovations 
are. Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
questioned whether that was a 
necessary expense, especially 
considering the village would 
have to borrow the $6.6 mil-
lion in construction costs. 

"I'm not in favor of adding 
$6 million to our $17 million in 
outstanding bonds," he said. 
"We should try to reduce our 
debt. I don't want to go $23 
million or $24 million in 
debt." 

Heer said he wanted to see 
the new facility go forward. 
Village employees are already 
working in cramped offices, 
and the village is currently 
renting space for the eco-
nomic development, commu-
nity development and finance 
departments at the Wicke's 
Furniture building. It is also a 
project the board has been 
considering for years, he said. 

"Things will only get more 
expensive in the future," he 
said. "And I know I would not 
want to work in that environ-
ment." 

The board did not make any 
decisions on which capital im-
provements to cut. 
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Trustee Michael Horcher 
said the tax would add about 
$20 a month to his electric bill 
for his floral business, which 
he said he could afford. 

Trustee Robert Heer and 
Village President Greg Kla-
tecki do not support the utility 
tax, saying it would hit retired 
people and low-income fami-
lies the hardest. 

"All we're doing is taxing, 
taxing, taxing," Heer said. "It 
rubs me the wrong way. When 
this is implemented, I'm tell-
ing you, they're going to tar 
and feather you." 

The village has an aggres-
sive capital improvements 
plan, which is helping to drive 
expenses up. Trustee Patrick 
Horcher said the reason the 
village needs such an aggres-
sive plan is from "negligent 
government" in the past. The 
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Specialty liquor store put off by plan commission again 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The would-be owners of a Russian 
liquor store proposed for Hintz Road 
tried a different approach this 
month to get Wheeling officials to 
approve their plans. 

They were stymied again. 
The owners ofThe Russian Kitchen  

Restaurant appeared before the plan 
commission to explain how their spe-
cialty liquor store would fill a niche in 
the Eastern European community 
surrounding the Garden Fresh Plaza 
shopping center. They explained how 
offering kosher wines, kosher vodka 
and specialty liqueurs would give 
immigrants a familiar place to buy 
goods that are part of their culture. 

Last month, Wheeling trustees 
decided against issuing a liquor 
license for the proposed store at the 
former Monkey Business tavern, 1750 
W. Hintz Road, after listening to an 
abbreviated version of the request. 

Potential owners Albert Aushlumov 
and Alexander Mavlyanov hoped to 
gain the plan commission's approval 
before making another visit to the vil- 

lage board. 
Yet, plan commissioners asked for 

detailed architectural plans of the 
shopping center, despite declarations 
from attorney Dimitrios G. 
Christopoulos that it would pose a 
financial hardship for his clients. 

The village's planner told commis-
sioners Wheeling already has a site 
plan on file for the shopping center,  

and the restaurateurs technically 
weren't required to submit new ones. 

But commissioners said the old 
plans don't meet today's standards. 

"You want a plan of the shopping 
center outside ... my clients have 
nothing to do with the outside," 
Christopoulos said. "I don't know 
what I can do to convince this com-
mission under these conditions." 

Before requiring the architectural 
plans, commissioners wanted to 
require landscaping at the shopping 
center. The village planner told them 
they could not require landscaping, 
unless they felt the packaged liquor 
store could not operate in a desired 
manner without it. The store request 
was continued until commissioners 
could see new site drawings. 

Trus e eye new taxes 
By CASEY MO ITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Wheeling Village Board is debating new 
taxes and possible delays in capital improve-
ment projects that are included in next year's 
budget. 

The board is considering implementing four 
new taxes next year. Trustees will not vote on 
the tax increases until village staff members 

' draft the necessary documents. While they 
have yet to formally approve the new fees, dis-
cussions held last week indicate that the ma-
jority of the board favors them. 

Trustees are unanimous in their desire to 
pass a 5 percent hotel/motel tax, which could 
add between $75,000 and $100,000 to village 
coffers. They also are in agreement to increase 
water activation fees, which the village levies 
when water is returned to a residence after 
being cut off for failing to pay water bills. The 
fee will increase from $25 to $50 when water is 
returned between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m., and from 
$50 to $100 when water is turned on any other 
time. 

Discussions on charging ambulance fees and 
a utility use tax were more contentious. 

The board came to a consensus to begin am- 

bulance fees based on a National Fee Schedule 
developed by the Health Care Financing Ad-
ministration. Those costs are covered by Medi-
care and most health insurance plans, and the 
board agreed in principle to start charging fees 
based on the HCFA schedule. If an insurance 
plan will not cover the entire ambulance fee, 
the village will accept what the plan covers and 
not collect the remainder. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato said she was against 
the ambulance fee and called it "a sad thing" 
to charge people for ambulance service. 

Trustees also agreed to implement a 5 per-
cent use tax on electric bills. The new tax 
would add about $4.40 a month to the average 
resident's electric bill and generate an addi-
tional $1.4 million a year for the village. 

"This is a no-brainer," Trustee Dean Argiris 
said. "We tell the utilities what we want, and 
they send us the checks." 

Abruscato said she worried what effect the 
new tax would have on businesses. She said 
businesses already pay a higher property tax 
and use the most electricity. 

"It's going to make business unhappy and 
put small businesses out," Abruscato said. 
"Then we'll have a problem." 

(Continued on page 8) 

board now," Argiris said. 
"We've brought all these plans 
to the table. But guess what? 
It all costs money." 

Building a new public 
works facility is not included 
in next year's budget. How-
ever, $750,000 to draw plans 
and design the public works 
building, the Pavilion addition 
and Village Hall renovations 
are. Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
questioned whether that was a 
necessary expense, especially 
considering the village would 
have to borrow the $6.6 mil-
lion in construction costs. 

"I'm not in favor of adding 
$6 million to our $17 million in 
outstanding bonds," he said. 
"We should try to reduce our 
debt. I don't want to go $23 
million or $24 million in 
debt." 

Heer said he wanted to see 
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Trustees less keen on Wolf Road plan 

Village officials are rethinking their desire to take control 
of Wolf Road now that it is clear the Illinois Department of 
Transportation will only resurface the road when it is wid-
ened in 2004. 

Officials originally thought IDOT would rebuild the road 
before turning over its permanent ownership and mainte-
nance to the village. 

IDOT's plans include widening Wolf Road and adding a 
left-turn lane in the center of the road between Hintz Road 
and Milwaukee Avenue. IDOT wants to turn the road over to 
the village once the project is finished. 

Resurfacing, rather than rebuilding the road, has village of-
ficials wondering if taking ownership would be prudent. The 
village would be responsible for all maintenance of the road if 
its jurisdiction becomes local. 

"The road is old, and we don't know what's under there," 
said Anthony Stavros, engineer assistant with the Wheeling 
Public Works Department. "Fifteen or 20 years down the 
road; we don't want to be looking at a reconstruct." 

Stavros said other roads turned over by the state or the -
Cook County Highway Department have typically been re- 
built beforehand. He said that is why the village assumed 
IDOT would rebuild Wolf Road in 2004. 

Guy Kolberg, acting public works director, said the depart-
ment plans to take core borings from the road in the next few 
weeks to get a better understanding of the soil and pavement 
conditions underneath the surface. Once that is done, he said 
the department will have a better idea of whether the village 
wants to take over the road without itbeing rebuilt. 

"We'll have more information after that to assess and re-
view," he said. 

IDOT is willing to reconstruct Wolf Road at the village's ex-
pense, said area programmer Brian Carlson. 

"We've discussed it with the village," he said. "Reconstruc-
tion would be an increase in the scope of the project. It would 
be an additional cost to the village." 

Carlson said the jurisdictional transfer agreement between 
IDOT and the village states the resurfacing and widening 
project will be funded by IDOT. If Wheeling wants it to be re-
built, the village would pay the difference between resurfac-
ing and reconstructing the road. The village would also be re-
sponsible for additional engineering costs. Costs for 
rebuilding are not yet known. 

"We're trying to give the village an idea of that cost," Carl-
son said. 

Carlson also said changing the scope of the project could 
delay the scheduled 2004 starting date. 

Casey Moffitt 

Operation Safe Sidewalk begins 
Wheeling police will be looking for parked vehicles that im-

pede pedestrian travel as part of Operation Safe Sidewalk. 
Police officers this week will begin enforcing local laws 

prohibiting vehicles from blocking sidewalks. The enforce-
ment effort will last through the summer. 

Police will be ticketing vehicles blocking sidewalks be-
tween the hours of 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. each day. Tickets for 
the violation carry a fine of between $20 and $35. Officers also 
will be ticketing commercial vehicles parked in residential 
areas, as well as recreational vehicles parked on residential 
property. 

Village ordinances prohibit parking class A or B commer-
cial vehicles in residential areas. Recreational vehicles more 
than 8 feet wide, 22 feet long or 10 feet high may only be 
stored in a garage in residential neighborhoods. Smaller rec-
reational yehicles may be stored in the side or back yard. 

Police thief John Popadowski said Operation Safe Side-
walk is 'designed to provide safe and clear sidewalk access to 
pedestrians as warm weather approaches. The program is 
funded through the Wheeling Safe Communities Program, 
with a grant from the Illinois Department of Safety, Division 
of Traffic Safety.  

come to mind. Is this more 
myth than reality? 

Armed with a survey of 33 
colleges and universities, a 
team of professionals and 
students from Eastern Illinois 
University took that message 
to the senior class at Wheeling 
High School March 19. In a 
first-of-its-kind program in an 
Illinois high school, Safe 
Communities members from 
the Wheeling Police and Fire 
Departments arranged for a 
team of six EIU students to 
present the findings of a study 
known as the Illinois Core 
Baseline 2000, which 
indicated that stories of heavy 
drinking on campus are 
greatly exaggerated. 

The study led to the 
development of an EIU 
program called SONOR (for 
"social Norms"), in which 
students provide 
entertainment and 
recreational activities as 
alternatives to risky 
behaviors. Members of the 
SONOR program also discuss 
campus social norms, pointing 
out that incoming freshmen 
shouldn't base their actions 
on misleading media 
portrayals. 

"Many high school seniors 
will move on to college 
campuses next year with a 
misperception about how 
college students really act," 
said Wheeling Safe 
Communities Coordinator 
Tom Pilewski. "These 
incoming college freshmen 
often get into trouble trying to 
live up to false expectations." 

Pilewski singled out annual 
media depictions of college 
students partying during 
Spring Break. 

"The reality is that 90 
percent of all students work 
during Spring Break to help 
pay for their education," he 
said, but that isn't the 
picture most people see." 

In fact, Pilewski said, 35 
percent of those responding to 
the survey said they either did 
not drink or had fewer than 
six drinks a year. Another 42.7 
percent reported moderate 
use, meaning no more than 
once a week. Averaged across 

(Continued on page 70) 

more drinks for men.) 

More than 1.4 million 
students nationwide have 
participated in the Illinois 
Core Baseline 2000 survey 
since it began with similar 
results from around the 
country. The Wheeling Safe 
Communities Program is 
funded through a grant from 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, Division of 
Traffic Safety. 

H
ello! I got that 
"ready-for-April 
Fool's" feeling as I 
have been 

"Wheeling Around Town." 
Here's what's happening! 

The Wheeling Fire 
Department is fortunate to 
have added three firefighter/ 
paramedics to staff a new 
ambulance. This is the first 
phase of a three-year 
expansion. Once the 
expansion is complete, it will 
raise the total emergency 
personnel in the department 
to 51 from 42. 

"Recent growth in the 
community and an increase in 
medical emergency calls has 
caused paramedics from other 
departments to fill the gap 
when our existing ambulances 
were occupied," said Fire 
Chief Keith MacIsaac. 
"Additionally, future 
developments will be of 
greater density, and we need 
to be prepared." 

I would like you to meet the 
newest firefighter/paramedics. 

John Bielik, 30, of 
Arlington Heights, has been a 
certified firefighter in 
Prospect Heights for the past 
10 years. Brett Oftedahl, also 
30, previously had been a 
certified firefighter/paramedic 
in Tinley Park. Matt Pierce, 
27, is from Chicago, and he 
served with the U.S. Navy 
before accepting his new 
position in Wheeling. 

The remaining three 
personnel will be hired 
starting in May, when 
Wheeling's new fiscal year 
begins. The final three will be 
added later. 

This marks the first 
expansion of the department 
in 10 years, according to 
MacIsaac. In addition to the 
ambulance, personnel also 
will help staff the 
department's ladder truck. 

Welcome to the village of 
Wheeling, gentlemen! 

Stuff of legend? 
When one thinks of what 

can go on at your typical 
college campus and on the 
ever-popular Spring Breaks, 
college binge drinking may 
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the students who responded, 
the survey shows that 
students in the study 
consume less than four drinks 
per week. 

More than 8,000 Illinois 
college students participated 
in the survey by anonymously 
completing a lengthy 
questionnaire about many 
facts of their campus lives, 
including alcohol use. 

The survey found that 
binge drinking is the 
exception, not the norm, on 
campus. (Binge drinking is 
defined as four drinks at one 
sitting for women and five or 



Suspect sketch 
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Two men hold up currency exchange-  in Wheeling 
Officers wouldn't say whether the 

woman was injured, but she didn't'  
have to be taken to the hospital, 
police said. 

Investigators suspect that the rob-
bers ran from the area, though 
officials didn't knowwhether ttie sus-
pects drove to exchange 

Anyone with information is 
encouraged to call the Wheeling 
police department at (847) 459-
2632. 

"If someone wants to call in with a 
lead, any information, we're always 
open," Kuzynowski said. 
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Donations help to make Fourth a sparkling event 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Independence Day is still three 
months away, but Wheeling officials 
already are brimming with pride 
over the extravaganza planned this 
year. 

The high-flying acrobatics of the 
-Jesse White Tumblers, a $30,000 
fireworks display scheduled to light 
up the sky at dusk, and several new 
kids' activities are among the 
expanded offerings for July Fourth. 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily HeraldStaff Writer 

Two men left a woman tied up 
inside aWheeling currency exchange 
Wednesday after robbing the busi-
ness at gunpoint, police said 
Thursday. 

Investigators released a descrip-
tion of one of the two men as police 
sought leads to help find the men 
who accosted an employee of the 
Dundee & Milwaukee Currency 
Exchange at 267 E. Dundee Road. 

The men confronted the employee 

around 6 p.m. 
Wednesday in the 
back parking lot of 
the exchange after 
she had closed 
the business and 
was walking to 
her car. One man 
wore dark clothes 
and a knit cap. 

The men used a 
gun to force the woman back into the 
currency exchange, where they 
demanded she open the safe. They 
tied the woman's hands and feet and 

left her in the business' bathroom 
while they robbed the safe of an 
undisclosed amount of cash. 

Police learned 'of the robbery at 
about 6:25 p.m., Cmdr. Jim 
Kuzynowski said. 

"She was able actually to get the 
alarm," he said of the store employee. 

Police arrived and found the front 
door of the currency exchange 
slightly ajar. They discovered the 
woman in the office area of the cur-
rency exchange with her hands tied 
behind her back aid her feet bound 
together. 

The theme this year is 2002 Cele-
brate: Hands Across Wheeling. 
Members of the village's Special 
Events Committee say they have 
been working hard since last July 
planning the big day. 

Wheeling Trustee Judy Abruscato 
announced last week various 
groups and individuals have 
promised $10,675 in donations so 
far. 

'And I want to remind everybody 
that our spaghetti dinner will be 

Sunday to benefit the Fourth of 
July," Abruscato said. "People can 
get delicious Wa-Pa-Ghetti's pizza, 
and meatballs and it's all you can 
eat, and it's helping the village have 
a great Fourth of July." 

The special events committee will 
add the proceeds from the pasta 
fund-raiser to the proceeds from a 
Knights of Columbus Regina Coun-
cil pancake breakfast to help pay for 
the bands, fireworks and guest 
appearances on Independence day. 

Trustee Robert Heer said the 

totals for the money raised during 
the pancake breakfast were not 
available. What village leaders do 
have in hand, however, is a com-
mitment from the Knights of 
Columbus to strap on their aprons 
again to provide Polish and Italian 
sausages for the July Fourth menu. 

Sauer's Bakery will add some-
thing new to the food vendor list 
this year, offering funnel cakes. 
Children's activities include a 26-
foot slide, a moonwalk, a caterpillar 
ride and a Dino the dinosaur ride. 

The Jesse White Tumblers 
appear during the parade, alon 
with Mrs. Illinois 2001 Meliss 
Koissak, Larry Bemben's Big Ban 
Orchestra and other musical act 
The parade will march alon 
Dundee Road and Northgate Park  
way. 

To help pay for it all, the spaghetl  
dinner is 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday at Ani 
Vets Hall, 700 Old McHenry Roa 
Wheeling. The cost is $7 p 
person, with children 5 an 
younger free. 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport Commission discov-
ered it will take a lot of money 
and time to ease airplane 
noise that continues to bother 
residents. - 

Commissioners heard a list 
of a dozen recommendations 
from TAMS Consultants' final 
report of the Federal Aviation 
Administration Part 150 Noise 
Study. Some are more easily 
impleniented than others, the 
consultants said, but the most 
effective measures will be ex-
pensive. 

The recommendations in-
clude soundproofing homes, 
banning certain jets from 
using the airport at night and 
implementing voluntary fly-
quiet programs. 

One recommendation was 
to ban older, stage 2 jets from 
using the airport at night. Ryk 
Dunkleberg, a consultant 
working on the study, said try-
ing to ban stage 2 jets would 
require another FAA study at 
a cost between $500,000 to $2 
million. The airport would 
have to pay for the study. 

Dunkleberg also said get-
ting the FAA to approve the 
study, known as a Part 161, is 
a long shot. In the 12 years the 

Don't forget! 
Daylight savings time begins this 
weekend. Clocks should be moved 
forward one hour at 2 a.m. Sunday 
morning/Saturday night. 

_ Dinnet‘trpmmc/PM!.  

FAA has required the study 
when talk of aircraft bans sur-
face, it has yet to approve a 
single one. 

"I would rather see you all 
spend your limited resources 
for people affected now," 
Dunkleberg told the commis-
sion, "and that would be at-
tenuation." 

Attenuation, or soundproof-
ing, would include replacing 
windows, doors and insulation 
in homes that are subject to 
excessive noise levels. 
Dunkleberg said about 700 
single-family homes and 3,300 
multifamily units are affected 
in Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights. Dunkleberg esti-
mated it would cost about 
$100 million to soundproof all 
those homes. 

Although 90 percent of that 
cost is eligible for FAA fund-
ing, the agency will only grant 
$5 million a year for sound-
proofing. Funding also would 
be dependent on how much 
money the agency has avail-
able for such projects. 

TAMS also recommends 
soundproofing Frost Elemen-
tary School and Holmes Mid-
dle School at a cost of about $6 
million, a portion of which 
would be covered by federal 
funds. 

Airport commissioners said 
the costs for some of the rec-
ommendations were "unbe-
lievable," but could still be ac-
complished. 

"Those would be some stag-
gering numbers," Commis-
sioner Anthony Altieri said. "I 
don't know how quickly it will 
all get done." 

Commissioner Trevor Leh-
mann said he was surprised 
by the high costs, but he be-
lieves the most important 
measures can be done. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Airport noise 
relief carries 
hefty price tag 
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Progress on manager: Even though 
the Wheeling village board didn't 
hold its regular meeting last Monday, 
board members did get together 
Tuesday as the first step on the path 
to finding a new village manager. 

The board met with a representa-
tive of the Lake Bluff firm The PAR 
Group in a closed meeting so con-
sultants could learn what types of 
qualifications Wheeling wants from 
the person who will hold the village's 
top administrative job. 

• Have news, tips, ideas? Call Cass 
Cliatt at (847) 427-4486, ore-mail 
ccliatt@dailyherald.com. 

Months after we got rid of (for: 
mer airport manager) Fred 
Stewart;",,he said. "I don't urt-
derstand iihat they're doihg 
over there. It's imperative we 
get someone." 

Lehmann said Wheeling has 
sent letters to the Prospect 
Heights City Council and 
Rotchford concerning the ad 
hoc committee, but officials 
have yet to receive a response. 

The ad hoc committee will 
most likely choose a search 
firm to help find a manager. 
Lehmann said an airport man-
ager is a specialized profes-
sion, and he would prefer to 
undertake a nationwide 
search. After the firm is cho-
sen, the ad hoc committee 
would screen applicants, in- 

- 

terview candidates and make 
its,iecommendation. 

Stewart was put on paid ad-
ministrative leave last Decem-
ber until his official retire-
ment F( b. 1. Dennis Rouleau, 
the assistant airport manager, 
has been named acting man-
ager. 

Lehmann said the airport 
has some capital improve-
ment programs scheduled this 
year, including widening and 
resurfacing the main runway, 
and other issues that need to 
be dealt with. 

"We have one person doing 
two jobs over there now," he 
said. "We should either ele-
vate (Rouleau) or find some-
one else. Why not get together 
and get this going?" 

COMVONS 5 LI ( td° 
"We'll have to use money 

wisely," he said. "We'll have to 
prioritize projects three 
months, six months, 12 
months down the road. We 
should start to put away 
money now and be ready." 

Prospect Heights Mayor Ed-
ward Rotchford said he 
thought the figures were 
"pretty standard" based on 
the results from the last Part 
150 study done for the airport 
in 1988. 

Not all the recommenda-
tions will come with a heavy 
price tag, however. The con-
sultants recommended the 
airport devise a fly-quiet pro-
gram, giving pilots advice on 
how to reduce noise during 
takeoffs and landings. The 
only costs for those plans 
would be in printing educa-
tional materials for pilots and 
staff of fixed-based operations 
on the airport. 

Part of the fly-quiet pro-
gram could include having 
southbound takeoffs over 
Cook County Forest Preserve 
land when possible. Dennis 
Rouleau, acting airport man-
ager, said such flight paths 
are possible about 10 percent 
of the time, depending on 
O'Hare International Airport's 
air traffic. 

Now that the the Wheeling 
Village Board and the Pros-
pect Heights City Council 
have approved of the recom-
mendations, they must still be 
accepted by the FAA. It could 
take about a year for the FAA 
to act on the report. 

Rotchford is not "100 per-
cent satisfied" with the con-
sultant's report. He said the 
last study was more complete 
with its information and more 
up front with issues the city 
would have to face with some 
of the recommendations, es-
)ecially with soundproofing 
buildings. 

"In the old study, they rec-
ommended some of the build-
ings they want to soundproof 
be bought out," he said. 
"There was no mention of that 
in this report." 

Rotchford said some of the 
apartment buildings TAMS , 
recommended for soundproof-
ing 

 
are not able to be insu-

lated effectively because they 
were cheaply built and the 
sound could get through the 
walls even with new doors, 
windows and insulation. 

Rotchford said he planned 
to meet with the consultants 
and FAA representatives him-
self to clear up some of the 
discrepancies between the two 
studies. 
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Wheeling DUI arrests up, 
some notables down 

the Illinois Alliance Against Intoxicated 
Motorists. Waukegan led the survey with 
942 DUI arrests after finishing second to 
Buffalo Grove in 2000. 

Despite the decline in arrests, keeping 
impaired drivers off the roads continues to 
be a "very high priority, because we are 
very confident it saves lives," said Buffalo 
Grove Police Chief Leo McCann. 

McCann believes the drop in DUI num-
bers may actually be a tribute to the vil-
lage's vigilant efforts over the past several 
years. 

"Our reputation is a factor. People know 
we are out there," McCann said. "It has 
been such a big news item, people are 
being more careful. Perhaps there are 
some people who are avoiding Buffalo 
Grove." 

Staffing changes also played a role in 
there being fewer DUI arrests villagewide 
and fewer arrests per officer. At times last 
year, the department was short as many as 
seven patrol officers due to people leaving 
the department, injuries and retirements. , 
Once hired, it takes six to eight months to 
fully train an officer, McCann said. Cur-
rently, only the position of social worker 
remains open. 

In 2000, the department had an average 
of 10.9 DUI arrests per officer. Last year, 
that average fell to 6.7 DUI arrests. 

(Continued on page 10) 

The Wheeling Police Department made 204 
DUI arrests in 2001, a 22.3 percent increase 
from the previous year. 

Deputy Chief Michael Hermes attributes the 
increase to the department's Safe Communi-
ties Grant programs, one of which puts more 
officers on the road to find drunk drivers. 

"Mainly, we put them out on particular 
weekends," he said. "We bring back officers on 
overtime, and (finding drunk drivers) is their 
specific job." 

Safe Communities Grants are funded with 
federal tax dollars and are distributed by the Il-
linois Department of Transportation's Division 
of Traffic Safety. Hermes said the department 
has been receiving the grant money for four 
years now. 

"The focus (for the grant money) has been 
put on DUIs for the past year," Hermes said. 

The Buffalo Grove Police Department con-
tinues to arrest more drunken drivers than 
most other municipalities in the state, but the 
village lost the number-one ranking it has held 
for the past three years. 

Buffalo Grove police made 504 DUI arrests 
last year, 39 percent fewer than they did in 
2000, and a far cry from the 911 DUIs the de-
partment booked in 1999. The village ranked 
seventh in 2001 among Illinois police depart-
ments that responded to an annual survey by 

PIONEE-k Pee-C-S  Lik1/°2  
By PATRICK CORCOFtAN 

STAFF WRITER 

I DUI arrests\  
A scheduling change also 

took one established DUI en,  
forcer off the night shift When 
most DUI arrests. occur. Offi 
cpr Chris Setiese, who had117 
Dtli;ar*sts in '2000, .kvaS• taken. 

; off the midnight thift-andiput 
-ori days. • 

"That certainly /was a rac! 
tor:: McCann said. 

The; department no -lon'ge 
Someone speCifically 

•eentrating on traffic enfofce. 
ment during the night shift ;II: 
• Only two police depart, 
merits in the top 10 for 2000 

not' rerriairi in the 
echelon. of theiriurreitt 
Rock Island and Lake Zurich 
fell out of the top 10 and were 
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Continued frOM page 7 

.r Pin ,.ireSts iii,arAVslake in 
creased nearly 26 :percent, to. 
527 in 2001,. and Hoffman -Es., 
tates , officers. logged 467 arm
rests, almost 17 percent more:, 
than the previous, year. Char]) 
lene chapinaii;:AATM'S execu4 
tive director, calls those num! 
berg' significant, 1  

is . a very good int 
crease:; That's .the kind of in-!, 
crease, we are looking for, es-j 
pecially since some of our best 
town's_ :numbers ' are down,": 
Chapman said. 
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tion'haVe t- otitlhe.  annual 
report charting DUI arrests in, 
111in/of? for the ,last .11 yearsj, 
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Wheeling to get rid 
of pedestrian overpass 
across Dundee Road 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling leaders Monday settled 
on a plan for doing away with the 
pedestrian overpass on Dundee 
Road near Jack London Middle 
School. 

After reviewing three options for 
installing a signal-operated pedes-
trian crossing at the intersection, 
trustees decided on a proposal that 
incorporates crosswalks and lines up 
the exit to London Middle School 
with Cedar Drive. Trustees decided in 
December they wanted to demolish 
the pedestrian overpass they com-
plained was unsightly and find a way 
to ensure that children at the school 
could still cross the street safely. 

A representative from Strand 
Associates said that the driveway to 
the school will become a two-lane 
road at the southern end of the inter-
section leading toward Cedar Drive. 

The only problem is the entrance 
to Cedar doesn't line up correctly. 

Wheeling will have to purchase 
some land rights to prevent motorists 
traveling north from the school from 
having "to jog too much to the right" 
to enter the northern part of the 
intersection on Cedar Drive, said 
Jason Martin of Strand Associdtes. 

Two other options that trustees 
discarded involved converting 
London Middle School's driveway to 
a three-lane road and removing 
some curbs and gutters to accom-
modate the streets. 

"My biggest concern is how you're  

going to have it be safe enough for 
the kids," Trustee Michael Horcher 
said. "I've been against getting rid of 
the bridge all along, as you know. I 
think it's safer how it is." 

Village President Greg Klatecki 
insisted that the new intersection will 
be safe because crossing guards will 
help students cross the street. 

"I've seen crossing guards get hit," 
Horcher said. Still, Horcher joined 
the majority of trustees in supporting 
the intersection plan, which will 
maintain the current on-street park-
ing on Cedar Drive, require no curb 
or gutter removal and keep to a min-
imum how much land the village has 
to acquire. 

Acting Public Works Director Guy 
Kolberg told trustees he already has 
spoken to the neighboring business 
owner about granting the land rights 
needed for the plan to work. 

"He is not opposed to this plan?" 
Kolberg said. "He is supportive of 
ensuring the safety of the school chil-
dren, and I think his main concern as 
a business owner is to get fair value 
for his property." 

The only regret most trustees 
expressed about the intersection 
plan was that the village will have to 
demolish the landscaped median 
along Cedar Drive. The median has 
to be taken down to make way for a 
three-lane road with a southbound 
right turn lane, a southbound left 
turn lane and one northbound lane. 

Wheeling won't begin work until 
receiving final approval from the Illi- 
nois Department of Transportation. - 0 0-(-) 
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Board approves therapeutic school 

The Wheeling Village Board recently approved a petition to 
allow a therapeutic day school to operate in Capitol Com-
merce Center on Capitol Drive. 

The school, East Capitol High School, is a private facility 
that will house up to 40 special education students. The stu-
dents will be sent to the school by 1,9 surrounding school dis-
tricts. 

The school will serve students between the ages of 13 and 
18 who have emotional or learning disabilities. The students 
will attend the school with the hope of later returning to their 
home school. 

East Capitol High School will be in the same complex as 
the Learning House, another therapeutic day school that has 
operated since 1992. Mark Fisher, owner of the Learning 
House, will be part owner of East Capitol High School. Stu-
dents will be at the school from 8:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. for 
240 days of the year. The school will operate year-round. 

NEE-l'PQESS L4./11/6:), 
Highway Department Agreement 

Wheeling and Buffalo Grove worked out an agreement 
with the Cook County Highway Department and the Illinois 
Department of Transportation to ease construction-related 
congestion through both villages this summer. 

The Cook County Highway Department is widening the 
bridge over the Canadian National Railroad on Lake-Cook 
Road, and IDOT is repairing Dundee Road. Work was sched-
uled for the same time and would have clogged two main 
roads that run through the villages. 

IDOT has agreed to push its schedule back. Work on Dun-
dee Road between Milwaukee Avenue and Buffalo Grove 
Road will now begin in mid-July.  

By that time, two lanes will be open on the Lake-Cook 
Road bridge. 

PICNEEA PRESS 14.1 a I 0 

Airport recognized 
The Governmental 

Accounting Standards Board 
recently praised Palwauk- e 
Municipal Airport for 
streamlining its financial 
reporting procedures. 

The Norwalk, Conn.-based 
board recogniied the airport's 
efforts to make financial 
information more readily 
available to taxpayers. 

GASB Chairman Tom Allen 
said the board was 
"impressed" by the 
Palwaukee Airport 
Commission's "ability to 
prepare the new financial 
statements in such a timely 
fashion." 

The statements, Allen said, 
will help the public better 
understand the airport's 
financial position and the 
results of its operations. 

The GASB is an 
independent, nonprofit 
organization that issues 
financial accounting and 
reporting standards for state 
and local governments. It is 
funded by the Financial 
Accounting Foundation. 
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Greek care center open o all 

Richard Bajjalieh/Pioneer Press 

dining room at the Greek American Rehabilitation and 
room is available to residents who want a private meal with 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

After years of hard work, 
the Greek American Rehabili-
tation and Nursing Care Cen-
ter will be operating at full 
speed in about one month. 

The building is now com-
pletely built and furnished. Its 
first 12 residents have been 
admitted. All the home has to 
do now is obtain its Medicare 
and Medicaid certification and 
receive accreditation• before 
taking in more patients. 

"I'd like to be full in six 
months," said Susan Barbian, 
the executive director of the 
center. "Projections are a little 
longer than that. We still need 
our certification, which should 
come in within the month, 
and we'll continue to admit 
more residents." 

Although the fund raising 
and planning for the center 
was done by the Greek com-
munity, the center will be ad-
mitting patients of all back-
grounds. Barbian said it 
would be poor business to 
admit only Greeks, and the 
center could also face discrim-
ination issues if they admitted 
people based on ethnicity. 

However, the Greek influ-
ence in the decoration of the 
center is prevalent. Greek col-
umns are found in the lobby, 
as are many large prints of 
Greek landscapes. Wallpaper 
patterns also feature a Greek 
influence. 

Barbian said the center will 
plan activities at the center to 
make those who aren't Greek 
feel welcome and at home. 
She said she believes many 
Greeks will move into the 
home at first, but expects peo-
ple from other backgrounds to 
move into many rooms, too. 

"They'll be the first to know 
about it, since they're in the 
(Greek) community," she said. 
"When we get our Medicare 
and Medicaid certification, 
more will hear about us. I'd be 
surprised if we started at 50 
percent Greek." 

The main goal of the center 
is to make its patients feel at 
home, Barbian said. Patients 
will be able to bring some per-
sonal items to the home, like 
furniture and decorations for 
their rooms. Each of three 
floors for patients has its own 
lounge, arts and crafts room, 
medical exam room and din-
ing room. 

The first floor of the center 
has a chapel, hair salon, ice 
cream parlor and a private 
dining room that can be re-
served for special meals with 
family and friends. 

Outside, patients can sit 
and enjoy the pond behind the 
building. 

"When you get older, your 
world becomes smaller," 
Barbian said. "Our goal is to 
keep (the patients) doing as 
much as they can. It's good for 
their self-esteem." 

"Families need support," 
Barbian said. "It's a hard deci-
sion (to put someone in a 
nursing home). We end with 
two pitients really: the patient 
and the family. We do all we 
can to help the families.We 
hope to keep the care as beau-
tiful as the building." 

Many of the hired staff 
speak English and Greek. 

Barbian said she and the 
center's board of directors 
have been pleased in their 
dealings with the village. She 
said the center plans to work 
closely with the community. 
The Pavilion Senior Center is 
right across the street, and 
Barbian said she plans to 
work with Nancy Janssen, the 
Pavilion's director, on special 
events for the home's resi-
dents and the village's senior 
citizen community. Many of 
them have been to tour the 
center. 

"They've been watching the 
building go up for last two 
years now," Barbian said. 
"They're very curious about 
us." 

The home has 204 beds, 
which include 18 in a special 
Alzheimer's wing. The center 
will also provide long-term 
nursing care, as well as reha-
bilitation services. Barbian 
said the center is working on 
building relationships with 
area hospitals for referrals for 
rehabilitation care. 

Susan Barbian shows off the private 
Nursing Center in Wheeling. The 
family or friends. 

Having a nice building that 
looks more like a home than a 
hospital is also helpful to the 
family. 

1411( (02. 
The briefs 

July 4 parade walkers, 
sponsors can join event 

The Wheeling special events com-
mittee has been working since last 
July to put together a celebration for 
this year's Fourth of July festivities. 
With the theme "2002 Celebrate! , 
Hands Across Wheeling," new addi-
tions to the parade include Market 
Square Restaurant sponsoring the 
Jesse White Tumblers; former Mrs. 
Illinois of 2001 Melissa Kolssak, sign-
ing autographs and posing for 
pictures; the Wheeling High School 
Marching Band; the Dixieland Band; 
Jake and the Money Makers; Greg 
Koeppen's "Melodies in Motion"; and 
Larry Bemben's Big Band Orchestra. 
For anyone interested in joining the 
parade, call Randy Klocke at (847) 
537-0574 to receive a parade appli-
cation. Businesses interested in 
becoming sponsors should call 
Wheeling Trustee Judy Abruscato, 
(847) 459-2666, Ext. 4107. 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees would be willing 
to support the expansion of an apart-
ment complex along McHenry Road, 
as long as the developer gives the 
entire complex a facelift in the 
process. 

Reviewing a proposal to add a new 
building to the Fairway Greens 
Apartments, trustees said Wheeling 
has made efforts tp rate its standards 
in recent years, and any new building 
would have to meet those standards. 

A representative from Myefski 
CookArchitects told the village board 
that the property owner hoped to 
simply add a taller, larger version of 
the seven buildings that now are Fair-
way Greens. 

However, truss* said the pro-
posal in its current form-would add 
too much housing density to the 
area, create parking problems and do 
little to beautify the space. 

"Would one floor make such a 
drastic difference to the economics 
of this project," Trustee Patrick 
Horcher said as board members 
encouraged the architect to shrink 
the proposed building. 

Fairway Greens has seven build-
ings with 36 units in each of them, 
and the design proposal is for a new 
building "of the same character" with 
40 units, said Charles Cook of the 
architectural firm. 

Trustees pointed out that current 
codes allows for 10 housing units per 
acre, but the complex averages 15.5 
units per acre, and it would climb to 
a total of about 17 units with the new 
building. 

"To make this economically feasi-
ble to build, we'd want the extra 

units,"  Cook said. "It becomes a make 
or broak•issue." 

Cook said the expanded complex 
would enhance the streetscape by 
adding a new entrance to the east of 
the apartment development. 

But while trustees agreed that 
expanding Fairway Greens is the best 
use of the 2.4 acres near the complex, 
most weren't convinced they should 
allow a larger building on the site, 
especially if there were no extra beau-
tification efforts. 

"There are ways to modernize the 
buildings, like changing the roofs," 
Trustee Trevor Lehmann said. 

Board members encouraged Fair-
way Greens to present a revised 
proposal to the village's plan com-
mission. 

Wheeling wants vision for future: 

Wheeling trustees Monday praised 
a consultant for creating an accu-
rate portrait of the village's current 
development and how residents 
view Wheeling. However, trustees 
attending a workshop to help 
develop Wheeling's new compre-
hensive plan said the consultant's 
vision for the village's future could 
use some fine-tuning. Representa-
tives from the Chicago planning 
firm Camiros proposed that Wheel-
ing use its assets of being livable, 
affordable and offering quality ser-
vices to guide the formation of a 
comprehensive plan that will set 
the village's development agenda 
for 20 years. A May 16 forum at 7 
p.m. at village hall, 255 W Dundee 
Road, will allow residents to help 

t AL  D •  It/it. )cg,  

Palwaukee Municipal Airport is 
encouraging residents interested in 
helping shape policies at the airport 
to serve on its new community 
council. 

Volunteer members of the Pal-
waukee Airport 
Community 
Engagement Plan 
group, to be 
called the PACE 
Council, will help 
resolve quality-of-
life conflicts and 
shape the future 
of Palwaukee. 

The council 
won't be a regula- Cass CHatt
tory body, acting Wheeling instead to find 
solutions to prob-

lems and send suggestions to the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport Com-
mission. 

"We believe citizens are especially 
well positioned to offer insight on the 
airport's impact and (we) encourage 
them to participate themselves or to 
nominate others who may offer sig-
nificant value to the group," said 
acting Airport Manager Dennis 
Rouleau. 

The deadline for the first round of 
nominations is Friday. To participate, 
call PACE Coordinator Robert Mark 
at (847) 537-2580, Ext. 160, or e-mail 
rmark@kpwk.com. 

Pee-s.s. 4./ispea. 
How RAD 

Have you heard about RAD 
yet? 

"Every woman over the age 
of 16 should take this course," 
says neighbor Linda Bressett. 

RAD, Rape Aggression 
Defense, is a program offered 
by the Wheeling Police 
Department's Crime 
Prevention Unit. This is a 
four-week, 12-hour program 
that is taught by three officers 

and offered without charge. 

It is estimated that 
hundreds of women have 
gone through the program 
since it's inception. Officer 
Dorann Swanson, one of the 
instructors, noted that the 
program does not teach the • 
women to become martial 
artists. She said, "We do show 
them to become more aware 
of their surroundings. They 
also learn a few basic moves to 
surprise and escape from an 
attacker." 

The participants have said 
they are more confident that 
they can defend themselves if 
the need arises. They also 
have noted a heightened 
sense of awareness about the 
people around them in public 
places. 

RAD is a program taught 
nationwide and on many 
college campuses. In 
Wheeling, the class sessions 

are usually on Wednesday 

evenings from 6:30 until 9:3Q. 

It is free to all women who live 

and work in Wheeling. Check 

it out! For additional 

information on the program or 

to sign up, contact Officer 

Swanson at (847) 459-2693. 
12i0A;car OiteSS 44192.023- 
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Explosion closes Lake-Cook McDonald's 
A punctured insecticide can created a small explosion in 

the rear of McDonald's at 1355 Lake-Cook Road just before 
2:30 p.m. April 9, sending two employees to the emergency 
room and causing the store to close for several hours. 

Wheeling Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac said the insecticide 
was knocked off a shelf by an employee. The fall caused the 
can to puncture near a gas supply to a water heater. The light 
from the pilot of the water heater caused both the insecticide 
and the propane in the can to ignite, causing a small explo-
sion. 

One employee suffered burns on his right arm and face. 
Another employee suffered burns to her face and eyes. Both 
were taken to Northwest Community Health Treatment Cen-
ter and released, MacIsaac said. There were customers in the 
restaurant, but none was injured. 

MacIsaac said the store had to be closed until the Health 
Department inspected the food preparation area and declared 
it_safe for reopening. 

shape the village's development pri-
orities. 

FIc fq E./z, p rt__c S.* 4; Li- 
Trustees approve Tuscany expansion 

The Wheeling Village Board April 8 gave approval to Tus-
cany Restaurant, 550 S. Milwaukee Ave., to build a patio for 
outdoor seating. 

Tuscany is planning to build a 1,100-square-foot patio to 
seat 62 diners. The patio will be built on the south side of the 
restaurant, near Manchester Drive. Tuscany will not have to 
build additional parking for the patio, because its current 
parking lot meets village codes for the additional capacity. 

Tuscany is open until 11 p.m. during the week and until 
midnight on weekends. The Plan Commission attached a 
condition to its recommendation stating the restaurant will 
not seat people outdoors after 10 p.m. during the week or 
after 11 p.m. on weekends to prevent noise to the neighbors. 

FICA IWZ Pahr•GS  4113121.1,12, 

Where do 
I put it? 

Wheeling does not host 

a specific spring cleanup 
period. 

Residents can dispose 
of up to 10 cans of garbage 

per week year-round and 

one bulk item per week. 

Waste Management 

furnishes a bulk item and 

white goods pickup 

service as part of its , 

regular service. • 

For more infotmation 

on waste service in the 

village, visit Wheeling's 

Web site at 



Wheeling police investigators are re-
viewing videotapes to determine if a 
man charged with taping girls shower-
ing in an Elk Grove Park District fa-
cility did the same at the Wheeling 
Park District Aquatic Center. 

Wheeling Deputy Police Chief Mi-
chael Hermes said the review is ongo-
ing but has yet to turn up any concrete 
evidence that the man charged taped 
anyone here. The tapes police are re-
viewing were found in the man's 
home. 

"It is very difficult because the 

Hermes said. "It is very tedious work." 

Police began their investigation 
after learning that the man charged in 
the Elk Grove incident had suspicious 
videos in his home that may have been 
taken at the Aquatic Center on Dun-
dee Road. The Aquatic Center has co-
ed shower rooms similar to those at 
Elk Grove's Jack Claes Pavilion, where 
the alleged taping of naked girls oc-
curred. 

Lifeguards and a patron of the Pavil-
ion called police when they saw a man 
allegedly videotaping young girls in 
the Elk Grove Village facility's shower 
room last week. Timothy P. Arm-
strong, 42, of 1934 N. Leavitt Ave., Chi- 

cago, is being held on a $150,000 bond 
and will be back in court April 26 on 
two counts of misdemeanor unauthor-
ized videotaping and one count of fel-
ony possession of child pornography. 

Police said Armstrong videotaped 
young girls showering nude in a co-ed 
family shower area at the Pavilion on 
at least two occasions. Police said the 
filming was done from a nearby 
shower stall using a hand-held camera 
with a flexible lens affixed to it. 

Armstrong also is charged in con-
nection with a similar incident that oc-
curred April 13, 2001, in which a man 
believed to have been videotaping that 
day was reported to Pavilion employ-
ees. The suspect fled after a patron 
confronted him. The child pornogra- 

phy charge stems from the discovery 
at Armstrong's home of what police 
said were three computer disks with 
pornography likely downloaded from 
the Internet. 

Police said Armstrong may be 
linked with additional incidents at 
other pools and recreation facilities. 
Investigators reportedly found bro-
chures for park district facilities in 
Oak Brook in his home. Elk Grove po-
lice also contacted Wheeling to further 
investigate suspicious videotapes 
found in the man's home. 

Wheeling Park District Executive 
Director Karop Bavougian said the 
park district has never had any reports 
of anyone videotaping or acting suspi-
ciously in the co-ed room. 

• rirr. 
by PATRICK CORCORAN areas are similar at different places," 

AND CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITERS 

Police reviewing tapes after locker room incident 
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Hearing set to get comments on proposed budget 
C4L4 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling will hold a public hear-
ing Monday to give residents a 
chance to comment on a $55.3 mil-
lion proposed budget that includes 
hefty spending for public improve-
ments. 

Since meeting in February to 
hammer out spending priorities, 
Wheeling trustees have agreed to 
add $363,700 in additional spend-
ing to study flooding solutions, 

salaries for a new police officer and 
full-time engineer and money to 
demoligh the Hawthorne School 
Bridge over the Wheeling drainage 
ditch. 

Other new spending will go 
toward new sewer work and paying 
part-time code inspectors. 

The proposed budget still 
includes money for a water main 
replacement program in the Dun-
hurst area along Dundee Road, 
street al id sidewalk improvements, 
and sanitary and storm sewer work, 

among other projects. 
The projects bring Wheeling's 

capital spending budget to more 
than $20 million. 

To help keep the budget in bal-
ance, the village board earlier this 
month tentatively agreed to create a 
new usage tax on gas and power, 
new ambulance fees, new hotel and 
motel taxes and increases in the vil-
lage's water turn-on fees. 

Acting village Manager James 
Grabowski told trustees the new 
fees should bring about $628,000 

into the village, more than making 
up for the extra $363,764 in 
expenses. 

Still, some trustees questioned 
the spending. 

"When we met in February, we 
were about $3 million higher in 
expenditures as we were in rev-
enues," Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said. "I would like to look at ways we 
could cut back some of this, maybe 
20 percent to cut into the $3 mil-
lion." 

Lehmann suggested postponing 

spending $750,000 to study and to 
design a new configuration of the 
village hall. 

Grabowski said village adminis-
trators recommend using reserves 
to pay for capital projects "because 
the fund balance is healthy right 
now.,,  

Residents with questions about 
the budget can call village hall. at 
(847) 459-2600. 

Residents can review a copy of 
the budget at Indian Trails Public 
Library District beginning in June. 
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Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

Wheeling officials hope to tear down the pedestrian overpass between London Middle School 
and Field Elementary School this year. Trustees approved a plan to replace the overpass with a 
traffic signal. 

PIONEER FIZL SS - 

Traffic light to replace Dundee bridge 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

A pedestrian overpass used 
primarily by London, Middle 
School students to cross Dun-
dee Road is coming down and 
will be replaced by a traffic 
signal. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
approved plans to replace the 
bridge that connects Field El-
ementary School and London 
Middle School at its April 8 
meeting. The bridge, while 
providing a safe crossing for 
students, is old and in need of 
costly repair or replacement. 

The project also includes 
the realignment of the Lon-
don driveway with Cedar 
Drive on the north side of 
Dundee. The new traffic light 
will be placed about 300 feet 
east of the where the overpass 
now sits. Pedestrians will acti-
vate the light by pushily a 
button. A device in the pave-
ment that detects when vehi-
cles want to turn onto Dundee 
Road from Cedar Drive also 
will be installed. 

"The signal will stay green 
on Dundee Road unless it is 
activated," said Guy Kolberg, 
Wheeling's acting public 
works director. 

The plan will require the 
village to purchase a small  

strip of land from the Dun-
hurst Shopping Plaza in order 
to widen the London driveway 
to the east so it lines up prop-
erly with Cedar Drive. 

A crossing guard will be sta-
tioned in the morning and 
afternoon at the intersection 
after the overpass is torn 
down. While the Village Board 
voted unanimously for the 
project, Trustee Michael 
Horcher said he was con-
cerned that a traffic signal and 
the use of crossing guards 
.provides less protection than 
the overpass. 

"Crossing guards get hit, 
too," he said. "I've seen it hap-
pen." 

Kolberg said there are al-
ready signs warning motorists 
of students crossing the street 
on Dundee Road. Those signs 
will be either replaced or reset 
when the overpass is re-
moved, he said. 

Jini Parker, principal of 
London Middle School, said 
he has no "violent feelings" of 
seeing the overpass go. Some 
students, he said, cross the 
street now even without a 
crossing guard or a signal. 

"I'd say 90 percent of the 
students use it," he said of 
those who walk to school and 
live north of Dundee Road. 
"We do have kids who won't 
climb on (the overpass) and 
will dash across the street." 

Parker said the current situ-
ation of children choosing to 
not use the overpass is more 
dangerous than having chil-
dren cross with a guard and a 
traffic light. 

"The speed limit there is 35, 
but people drive faster than 
that," he said. "It's hard for 
kids to judge the speed of cars 
when they're standing still." 

Parker also would like to 
see if the crossing guard could 
be on duty later in the day to 
help those children who stay 
late cross safely. 

"Is the crossing guard going 
to be there at 5:30 or 6 at 
night?" he asked. "We do 
have kids that stay that late." 

Lavonne Knapstein, princi-
pal at Field Elementary  

School, said Field students do 
not need to use the overpass 
to get to school since they all 
live north of the school. 

The project is still depen-
dent on Illinois Department of 
Transportation approval. Kol-
berg said IDOT is, well aware 
of the village's plans to tear 
the overpass down, and the 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Dundee bridge Continued from page 5 

are no cost estimates for the 
project, but there is $250,000 
budgeted for it. 

Trustees have been trying 
for years to get approval from 
IDOT to tear the overpass 
down. Village officials say the 
overpass is nearing the end of 
its expected life and is an eye-
sore. It also blocks motorists' 
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village has been working with 
IDOT to alleviate the agency's 
concerns about traffic conges-
tion if the bridge is torn down 
and a traffic light is put up. 

Kolberg said he expects the 
new traffic light to be in-
stalled and the bridge torn 
down by the beginning of next 
school year. He also said there  
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Village seeks help 
to improve image 

The village needs a compre-
hensive plan that will make the 
suburb a community of choice, 
not convenience, trustees told a 
consultant this week. 

Trustees instructed planners 
from Camiros Ltd. of Chicago to 

TKiatitig. 
provide a strategy for inducing • people and businesses to locate 
in Wheeling because of a varie-
ty of attributes, not just afforda-
ble housing and lower taxes. 

The consulting firm has been 
hired to develop a comprehen-
sive plan for improving blight-
ed areas, planning land use and 
developing a town center. 

"We need to take this commu-
nity to the next level," Trustee 
Judy Abruscato said. 

William R. James, principal 
consultant for Camiros, urged 
trustees to get input from offi-
cials of Wheeling-based Com-
munity Consolidated School 
District 21 about the impact of 
new development on the dis-
trict's crowding. 

The consultants will seek 
public response May 16 at Vil-
lage Hall. 

John Maes 
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Hitting the streets: The Illinois 
Department of Transportation does-
n't have a monopoly on road 
improvements this construction 
season. Wheeling's neighborhoods 
will see some improvement efforts, 
as the village has scheduled work for 
more than seven miles of roadway. 
The work includes resurfacing 
improvements and spot concrete 
curb and gutter repairs. 

The tentative start date for con-
struction is May 6. The street paving 
program will cost $907,000 for work 
done by Peter Baker & Sons of Lake 
Bluff. Arlington Club will be one of 
the primary neighborhoods affected. 
Streets included in the work are all of 
Arlington Drive, Cobbler Lane, Buf-
falo Grove Road, Qunbden, Canbury, 

, Shore and Nottingham courts and 
Glengary Lane. 

In TahoeVillage, the targeted roads 
are Tahoe Circle Drive, Shoshonee 
Trail, Delaware Trail, Lakeview Drive, 
Chippewa Trail and DakotaTrail. 

People in Lakeside Villas will see 
work on Lakeside Circle Drive, Clear-
water Lane, Cedarwood Lane, Ivy 
Court and Barberry Lane, among 
other streets. 

Streets in the industrial areas 
include Willow Road and Alderman, 
Glenn, Foster and Shepard avenues. 

For a more complete listing, see 
the village's Web site at 
www.vi.wheeling.iLus. 
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Park equipment picked by trustees 

The Wheeling Village Board picked the last of the equip-
ment needed to finish the new park to be built at the corner 
of Dundee Road and Milwaukee Avenue. 

Board members picked out lights and benches for the park. 
The lights will illuminate walkways, the landscape and water-
fall. There will be 101 lights used to illuminate the waterfall 
alone, which will be washed in white light. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato questioned why white lights were 
to be used instead of colored ones. Claus Dunkelberg, of Har-
ding ESE, said the white light will be most effective in illumi-
nating the sandstone rocks behind the water. 

Trustees also chose metal benches to be installed at the 
plaza. Wooden benches were considered, but trustees said 
they preferred the metal ones for maintenance purposes and 
to reduce vandalism. 

views when they are trying to 
turn onto Dundee Road. 

If the village wanted to re-
pair the overpass, it would 
have to meet standards of the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act. There is not enough land 
to build a ramp, and building 
elevators would be too costly, 
board members argue. 
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Trustees put 

plaza plans 

under bright 

(white) light4. 
Debating about pebbles, lights and 

color swatches might seem like 
dwelling on the minutia, but it was 
putting the final touches on the 
Wheeling plaza project some say that 
has been three years in the making. 

Wheeling trustees earlier this 
month talked about greens and 
browns for roofs and posts and to 

color or not to 
color fountain 
lighting - before 
giving a nod to 
the final design 
plans for the 
plaza project at 
Milwaukee 
Avenue and 
Dundee Road. 

Trustees are 
still keeping their 
fingers crossed, 
having said they 
hope for a ribbon 
cutting on July 3. 

The design 
includes a 
gazebo with a 
forest green roof 
line, almond 
posts and "up 

Wheeling	 lighting" for 
trees, which 

trustees actually got to see. 
Designer Claus Dunkelberg 

brought along the light, which he set 
on the floor, so trustees could see the 
half moon shape the lighting cast on 
the ceiling of the village board room. 

The $1.2 million plaza project has 
replaced a $1 million proposal to 
build a Millenium Plaza that lan-
guished for three years. Village 
officials eventually rejected plans for 
the plaza after residents and com-
munity leaders criticized the design 
and cost. 

The only thing that held up 
approval of the new plaza project 
design this month was a debate over 
whether the board should use col-
ored bulbs for the 101 lights that will 
be in the pond. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato pushed the 
colored lights pretty hard, saying it 
would be nice to have different colors 
for various holidays. 

"The idea behind getting the white 
lights was to get the white light to 
climb up the waterfall," Dunkelberg 
said." 

He also said the 250-watt bulbs 
would not provide di' same intensity 
under water if they vv; e colored, and 
the design colors w re based on 
white lights. Abruscato was ulti-
mately overniled, by all the other 
members of the board, who pre-
ferred the white lights. And if you care 
about benches, the vote went 
against the architect's recommenda-
tion of a "rustic" wooden bench. 

Trustees said people carve their 
initials in wooden benches, the 
benches are difficult to maintain and 
the wood can give people slivers, 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 

winks 
dallyherald.conUez 
Bookmark our Web 
page for hyperlinks 
to more information 
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$53 million budget 
gets board's OK 

The Village Board Monday ap-
proved a fiscal 2002-03 budget 
calling for more than $53 mil-
lion in spending, 5.2 percent 
more than the current budget. 

The increase will pay for the 
continuing street, water and 
sewer system repair program as 
well as for land acquisition to 
set up tax increment financing 
districts, Village Finance Direc-
tor Michael Mondschain told 
trustees Monday. 

Beginning in October 2003 the 
increase will add $20 to $30 per 
year to the village portion of a 
property tax bill for the owner of 
a home valued at $250,000, 
Mondschain said. 

In other action, the board ap-
proved a 5 percent hotel/motel 
use tax expected to generate 
$75,000 to $100,000 yearly. 

Officials also announced the 
appointment of Guy W. Kolberg 

77-11 8,Liv - 4424134,o 2 _ 
as director of public works. Kol-
berg, 45, had served as acting 
public works director since the 
retirement of Robert Gray in 
November. 

Kolberg also previously 
served as capital projects man-
ager for the village and has been 
employed by Wheeling for two 
years. Before that he worked as 
assistant city engineer for Sun 
Prairie, Wis. 

John Maes 
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Village to start 
repaving streets 

More than $900,000 in street 
repaving and replacement of 
gutters and curbs on about 7 
miles of Wheeling roads will be-
gin May 6. 

Crews will repave 27 streets 
in the Arlington Club subdivi-
sion, including a milelong 
stretch of Arlington Drive, said 
Jeff Kopper, street division su-
pervisor. Cobbler Lane between 
Buffalo Grove Road and Arling-
ton Drive will also be resur-
faced, he said. 

Ten streets in the Tahoe Vil-
lage and Lakeside Villas subdi-
visions, as well portions of Wil-
low Road, Alderman, Foster, 
Glenn and Shepard Avenues in 
the industrial area, will also be 
resurfaced, Kopper said. 

Village crews will replace 
sagging and separating con-
crete gutters in those subdivi-
sions before repaving. 

In a separate project sched-
uled to begin late next month, 
the village will replace deterio-
rating and crumbling side-
walks in the Hollywood Ridge 
subdivision near Schoenbeck 
and Dundee Roads, said Kopper. 

John Maes 



RTolitiertt"g2eis 20-year term 
in death of jewelry dealer 
By Mitch Martin 
Special to the Tribune 

A Chicago man was sentenced 
Monday to 20 years in prison for 
his role in the robbery and slay-
ing of a Wheeling jewelry sales-
man in 2000. 

Francisco Soliz, 63, pleaded 
guilty for his part in the robbery 
and fatal shooting of Vinod Meh-
ta, 58, on Jan. 19, 2000. 

Soliz was one of three Chicago 
men arrested in a sting shortly 
after the killing. That sting in-
volved more than 45 investiga-
tors from the Wheeling Police 
Department, the North Region-
al Major Crimes Task Force and 
the FBI, prosecutors said. 

Soliz, Emilio Bolanos, 26, and 
Jorge Castillo, 32, were charged 
with murder under an Illinois 
law that holds those who active-
ly participate in a criminal en-
deavor as legally responsible as 
the actual murderer. 

According to court records,  

the men were part of a robbery 
ring targeting traveling jewelry 
salesmen. 

They followed Mehta from 
West Allis, Wis., after seeing 
him make a delivery to a jewelry 
store in the Milwaukee suburb. 
While following Mehta on Inter-
state Highway 94, they met a 
pair of robbers also trailing 
Mehta. At a gas station, the two 
rings agreed to work together 
and split the proceeds, prosecu-
tors said. 

The five men confronted Meh-
ta in the driveway of his home in 
the 1000 block of Honeysuckle 
Drive, and member of the sec-
ond ring known only to the Chi-
cago men as "Orlando" shot and 
killed Mehta, according to sus-
pects' statements to police. 

Soliz, who was trying to pull 
Mehta's briefcase from him, 
told police he was surprised by 
the single bullet that struck 
Mehta in the heart. 

Orlando later gave the three  

Chicago men a total of $500 for 
the stolen pearls and other jew-
elry, according to the police 
statements. 

Acting on a tip from another 
jewelry salesman who worked 
in the West Allis area, Soliz, Bo-
lanos and Castillo were arrested 
less than a month after the kill-
ing as they tried to break into a 
car being watched by police. 

All three made statements ad-
mitting to the robbery of Mehta 
but said they didn't know Orlan-
do was going to shoot him. A 
source in the investigation said 
police have no idea of Orlando's 
whereabouts. 

The second member of Orlan-
do's jewelry gang, Antonio Cas-
tilla, was shot and killed March 
15, 2000, in Miami in an apparent 
robbery attempt, Miami police 
Detective Bill Ryan said. 

Bolanos has entered protec-
tive custody and is expected to 
testify at Jorge Castillo's trial 
June 17, prosecutors said. 

Wheeling budget gets the OK: 
Wheeling passed its 2002-2003 
budget at Monday's village board 
meeting. The $53.8 million budget 
includes a $4 million increase in 
budgeted expenses from 2001-2002. 
In a report to the board, Acting Vil-
lage Manager James Grabowski said 
the main reason for the increase is 
an extra $2.5 million in capital costs 
that include land acquisition in the 
village's TIF districts and street, 
water and sewer improvements. The 
property tax levy for the 2002 tax 
year is set at $7.6 million, an 
increase of 3.4 percent from the pre-
vious year. Property taxes make up 
23 percent of the village's revenue. 
Sewer and water rates will increase 
by 3.94 percent. Water and sewer 

Hafris_p - t4/.z b;2 y(72_ 
rates were last raised two years ago, 
Grabowski said. 

. 
Wheetmg police seeking suspect in man's stabbing death 

Wheeling police Monday were 
seeking a local man in the April 
14 stabbing death of a 23-year-
old man, according to reports. 

A Cook County judge Monday 
approved an arrest warrant on 
first-degree murder charges for 
Alfredo Hernandez, 26, of the 

• 

200 block of 9th Street, accord-
ing to reports. Hernandez is ac-
cused of using a kitchen knife to 
stab Juan Carlos Cardoso in the 
stomach, police said. The inci-
dent occurred outside Hernan-
dez's apartment, police said. 

Cardoso, of the 100 block of Ar- 

bor Court, died Saturday in 
Lutheran General Hospital in 
Park Ridge from complications 
resulting from those wounds, 
according to the Cook County 
medical examiner's office. 

Wheeling Police Sgt. Bill Ben-
son said police are unsure of the 

relationship between Cardoso 
and Hernandez and what led to 
the stabbing. Benson said police 
are also seeking a relative of 
Hernandez's who may have wit-
nessed the incident. 

Hernandez's bail was set at 
$75,000. 

14-EX A L D 2C-C:. 

Wheeling frustrated with changes 
in District 21 school boundaries 
BY STEVE ZALUSKY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Parents in Wheeling Township Ele-
mentary District 21 asked Wheeling 
trustees Monday for help in their 
fight against recently approved 
school boundary changes. 

But village officials, although con-
cerned about the proposed changes 
and generally frustrated with the 
school board, had little concrete help 
to offer them. 

Parents at Monday's meeting 
aimed much of their fire at the trans-
fer of 170 bilingual students from the 
Piper Lane area from one Wheeling 
school, Whitman Elementary School, 
to another, Twain Elementary 
School. 

Village President Greg Klatecki told 
the parents that he would call school 
board President Phil Pritzker to relay 
their concerns. Klatecki said Tuesday 
that he had already made the call. 

However, Klatecki, who teaches in 

District 21, told the parents that out 
of consideration for his family, he is 
limited in what he can say until his 
official retirement on June 10. 

"I care about my family," Klatecki 
said, to which one parent in the audi-
ence replied, "We care about our 
families, too." 

Meanwhile, Klatecki urged parents 
to call District 21. 

"The more vocal people become, 
the more oil the wheel gets," he said. 

"I brought concerns of the citizens 
to him like I said I would," Klatecki 
said of his call to Pritzker. 

Pritzker said Tuesday that the two 
had a spirited discussion. However, 
he told Klatecki that the board has 
made its decision and has asked staff 
to begin implementing the plan. 

Wheeling resident and Field Ele-
mentary School parent Bob Poulsen 
said the district is using the village as 
a dumping ground to resolve its over-
crowding problems. 

He said the change will have a neg- 

ative impact on Wheeling, which will 
see an increase in "for sale" signs, and 
alter the demographics at Twain, 
resulting in lower test scores at the 
school. 

Village Attorney James Rhodes said 
he was not sure what the village can 
do, since state law says the school 
board has the sole authority to deal 
with its boundaries. 

Rhodes suggested that citizens 
have their best chance to air their 
views at the district board meeting 
on May 16. 

That answer did not satisfy Trustee 
Dean Argiris, who suggested the 
board consult the Northwest Munic-
ipal Conference about possible legal 
action against the school board. 

"Mr. Rhodes, if you can't handle it, 
let's find somebody that can," he told 
the village counsel. 

Argiris called the school board'I 
arrogance "appalling," adding, "To 
up here and listen and not be able t 
do anything drives me nuts." 

Pi cds‘.;e-EK ,P e- ss 
Kimball Hill clears nagging hurdle 

Kimball Hill Homes expects to get final approval for its 
Astor Place development for the former Wheeling Nursery 
property after it was able to acquire an easement through an 
adjacent property for the development's sewer system. 

Kimball Hill is scheduled to appear before the Wheeling 
Village Board May 13 to get final approval for the project. The 
board approved the development's appearance and layout 
last August. Since then, Kimball Hill has been negotiating 
with an adjacent property owner for the necessary easement. 

Scott Viger, director of land acquisition and planning for 
Kimball Hill, said he and other Kimball Hill representative 
met with village officials last week to discuss final details of 
the Astor Place plan. 

"Everyone is on the same page," Viger said. "I guess it's 
going to happen." 

Viger said Kimball Hill hopes to start construction this 
summer. Work crews have already been grading the site, but 
they have halted work until final approval is given. 

Viger said Kimball Hill also is working to find a restaurant 
for a 2.5-acre commercial site on the former nursery. He said 
some restaurants have shown some interest in the site. Kim-
ball Hill will build 120 condominiums in four buildings on the 
site, as well as 128 town homes. 

/10 /1:6 Pg- 42-S S L825/ 

Police seek man after stabbing 
Wheeling police are searching for a man they believe was 

involved in a stabbing incident April 14 that later turned 
fatal. 

Police have secured an arrest warrant on a charge of first-
degree murder for Alfredo G. Hernandez, 26, of Wheeling, 
who they said stabbed 23-year-old Wheeling resident Juan 
Carlos Cardoso. Sgt. William Benson said Cardoso was 
stabbed around 7:30 p.m. on the 200 block of Ninth Street. He 
died at Lutheran General Hospital Saturday from complica-
tions. Benson said Hernandez, of 291 Ninth St., was last seen 
running from the scene of the crime. 

Police also are looking for Hernandez's brother, Juan Car-
los Hernandez, 22, also of 291 Ninth St., for questioning. Po-
lice believe Juan Carlos Hernandez was at the scene, but po-
lice said he is not a suspect at this time. 

Benson said detectives are not sure if the brothers are in 
hiding together or separately. Benson also said police do not 
know the nature of the dispute between Cardoso and Alfredo 
Hernandez that led to the stabbing. 

Alfredo Hernandez, who is also known as "Chino," is 5 feet 
10 inches tall and weighs about 175 pounds. Anyone with in-
formation, about the stabbing or the location of either Her= 
nandez brother is urged to contact Wheeling Police Depart-
ment detectives at (847) 459-2632. 

Finance award Pi °Ne-Eg PIZE5 S  /2-cX) r2.0 
The Government Finance Officers Association of 

the United States and Canada has awarded its 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting to the village of Wheeling. 

The association pointed to the Village's 
comprehensive annual financial report as meeting 
the "high standards of the program, including 
demonstrating a constructive spirit of full financial 
disclosure to clearly communicate its financial 
story." 

The certificate of achievement is the highest 
recognition in government, accounting and financial 
reporting. This is the 22nd year Wheeling has 
received the award. Wow! 

The association is a nonprofit professional 
association serving about 14,000 government finance 
professionals. 



Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

Brianna Coyle, a London Middle School seventh-grader, works on her downtown development 
project. Four seventh-grade classrooms created their own redevelopment projects. 
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Students get 
`mailed' in a 
differgrikway 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

While Wheeling village offi-
cials are working on a new 
comprehensive plan, some 
London Middle School sev-
enth-graders are putting to-
gether redevelopment plans of 
their own. 

Four classes at London 
have been working on down-
town redevelopment plans for 
Wheeling as part of a school 
project. They presented their 
ideas to school administrators 
and even some village officials 
Monday. The project is part of 
the school's problem-based 
learning initiative designed to 
help students learn by using 
real-life issues. 

Becky Gillespie, a seventh-
grade teacher at London who 
coordinated the project, said it 
integrates social studies, 
mathematics, oral and written 
communication and science 
into one project. 

"Each year, we try to find 
.one project that's meaningful 
to (the students)," Gillespie 
said. "They feel the village is 
going to listen to their ideas, 
because it is their community, 
too." 

The students were asked to 
choose a site in the village for  

a redevelopment project. Most 
students selected the area 
around the Dundee and 
Wheeling roads intersection. 
Most projects focused on 
building a mall in that area, 
offering shopping and activi-
ties for people of all ages. 

May Maung, Brad McAllis-
ter, Paul Garza and their team 
were working on a mall proj-
ect for the Kmart site. They 
said the large lot the store is 
located on, as well as the fact 
that the store will be closing, 
make it an ideal spot for 
study. Their mall includes 
clothing stores, book stores, a 
restaurant and a skate park. 
They said such a combination 
would bring shoppers from 
other towns into Wheeling. 

"There's nothing that really 
attracts people to Wheeling 
now," Garza said. "We would 
want them to come here." 

Shrinal Vyas said she and 
her team want to build a mall 
at the Wicke's Furniture site. 
They based the stores in their 
design on a survey conducted 
by the students for the proj-
ect. About 600 surveys went 
out, with 300 coming back. 

"They said they wanted 
shops and restaurants," Vyas 
said of the survey re-
spondents. "We also want to 
attract all age groups." 

Each team of students had 
to build a model of their mall 
and create a poster board with 
research gathered to support 
their ideas. They also made 
oral presentations before As-
sistant Principal Peter Da-
leske, Wheeling Planner Jeff 
Harris and other teachers at 
the school. 

Donna Olson, another 
teacher involved in the proj-
ect, said the students brought 
a variety of ideas and perspec-
tives to the table. 

"It's turned into a real col-
laboration," she said. "They 
all think about what stores 
they want. Some are including 
residential areas, too." 

Gillespie said the students 
received visits from people 
like Harris, Trustee Dean Ar-
giris, developer Mark Smith 
and consultants who are work-
ing on the village's new com-
prehensive plan, which details 
land uses well into the future. 

"A lot of the kids asked a lot 
of good questions," Gillespie 
said. "They got to see what 
these jobs entail. They got to 
see how people love what they 
do. That's not something they 
can get out of a book." 

The kids, too, said they en-
joyed their guest speakers. 

"I was shocked they wanted 
our input," said Maung. 

Maung said Jeanne Lind- 
wall of Camiros, the consul- 

t 

tant hired by the village, 
asked for copies of their sur-
vey results. 

The students also were re-
quired to establish a budget 
for their project, estimating 
how much it would cost and 
trying to find ways to come up 
with the money. 

Gillespie said the project is 
just as much of a challenge for 
the teachers as it is for the 
students. 

"We do all the work to find 
the resources, and the kids 
take off with it," she said. "I 
act more as a facilitator in-
stead of an instructor. It's a 
challenge, because you don't 
know what's going to happen 
next." 



Leaders looking to an "aggressive" future zcy 
By CASEY MOFFRT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling officials know their place in the subur-
ban universe. Now they hope a consultant hired to 
formulate a new comprehensive plan can help them 
venture into a brave new world. 

While Village Board members said they are im-
pressed with the work consultant Camiros has done 
so far, they are vigorously pushing their own vision 
of the village's future to the consultants. 

Originally, the consultants were looking where the 
village is today in order to create a vision for the fu-
ture. Bill James, a principal consultant with the 
firm, suggested the village use three of its strengths 
in developing its future: the village is a "livable com-
munity," "affordable" and has "high-quality public 
services," James said. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann said James was on tar-
get with his assessment of the village. But he wants 
the vision of the future to be more challenging. 

"We want to know how to excel to the next level," 
Lehmann said. "We want high-end retail. We want 
more high-end development. How do we get what we 
don't have?" 

Other trustees agreed with Lehmann's senti= 
_ 

"With the plan, we want to go above livable, af-
fordable with high-quality services," Trustee Judy 
Abruscato said. "The question is, what is the next 
level?" 

President Greg Klatecki said Wheeling has always 
been looked at as an affordable community, where 
people buy their first homes and move on. He wants 
to change that. 

"Instead of being a stepping stone, we want to 
keep people here," Klatecki said. "I'd like to see an 
aggressive plan." 

Camiros consultants have interviewed govern-
mental officials and residents in trying to get a taste 
of what Wheeling is like today. Jeanne Lindwall, an-
other Camiros consultant, said most groups had the 
same things to say about the community, giving the 
consultants a clear idea of how people currently view 
their village. 

The consultants identified a number of village as-
sets, including its location near major roadways and 
thoroughfares, its train station and local airport, its 
quality public services, environmental resources like 
the Cook County Forest Preserve and wetland areas 
and the range of housing stock. 

The consultants also identified a number of weak-
nesses in the village, including a lack of a retail 
identity, the condition of older properties, some ex- 

amples of poor maintenance and traffic congestion 
on major roads. 

The consultants also suggested that the the village 
work to clean up commercial corridors like Dundee 
Road. Although there is stiff retail competition from 
Wheeling's neighbors, the consultants said the vil-
lage's economic status and property values are 
strong enough to attract more businesses. 

Camiros representatives met with the Plan Com-
mission before meeting with the Village Board. Plan 
commissioners also said Camiros' assessment of 
where the village is today was accurate. They were 
also adamant about improving Wheeling's image 
through more high-quality development and getting 
the public excited about the new plan. 

"We have to show everybody we're willing to bite 
the bullet, and we expect everybody to get in line 
with us," said Plan Commission Chairman Ken 
Brady. "I am so excited about this. My only fear is 
that it doesn't keep going when you (the consul-
tants) are gone." 

The comprehensive plan is the village's main 
planning document. It is expected to outline the de-
velopment future of the village for the next 10 to 20 
years. Camiros will now work on more specifics of 
the plan document and will seek more input from 
the public through a community forum to be held 
May 16 at a meeting with the Plan Commission. 
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Fairway Greens proposal 
calls for eighth building P/ o N :E1 son.E-ss - 4-/L-51200 2- 

m Fairway Continued from page 8 By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Village Board expects to see 
some changes made on plans to expand the 
Fairway Greens apartment complex on 
McHenry Road, but trustees generally approve 
of the plan. 

Charles Cook, an architect 
with Myefski Cook Architects, 
Inc., outlined a plan to trus-
tees to build an eighth build-
ing at the complex, which 
would add 48 rental units. 
Cook said the plan is to build 
a four-story building, which is 
one story higher than the 
other seven buildings cur-
rently on the site. 

"It is slightly larger than 
the other buildings for eco-
nomic and code reasons," 
Cook said. "Some of the codes 
include corridor widths and elevators, and 
things like that." 

Cook said he believed a four-story building 
would be a nice transition between the other 
Fairway Greens buildings and a five-story 
building next door. Cook said the expansion 
also includes aligning the complex's entrance  

with the Cedar Run townhomes entrance 
across the street and a new gate house for the 
complex. 

"I think this addition will not only improve 
the complex, but improve the streetscape, too," 
Cook said. 

The new building is planned on a 2.38-acre 
lot. The overall density of the complex will in-

crease with the addition from 
15.54 units per acre to 16.13 

• units per acre. 
That density is one thing 

that concerns trustees. Other 
concerns included parking 
and the appearance of the new 
building. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher 
asked Cook if it was possible 
to reduce the number of new 
units by 12. Cook said that 
would be a "make-or-break" 
issue, because the building 
would not make the owners a 

suitable profit by reducing the number of 
units. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann suggested Cook 
keep the same number of units but make the 
building five stories high. He also proposed un-
derground parking spaces for the new build- 

(Continued on page 9) 

I think this 
addition will not 
only improve the 
complex, but 
improve the 
streetscape, too. 

Architect Charles 
Cook 

boxey appearance. Cook's 
plan shows another large 
building for the expansion to 
match the others in the com-
plex. 

Should Cook design a nicer-
looking building, it would 
mean sprucing up the other 
seven. Cook said he had not 
discussed the possibility of 
changing the look of all those 
buildings with the owner. 

Trustees agreed that ex-
panding Fairway Greens is 
the best use for that property, 
and they agreed to send Cook 
and his plan to the Plan Com-
mission. 

ing. 

"If you go five stories, you'll 
have more open space and 
more green space," he said. 
"The driveways are also pretty 
narrow." 

Cook said he would con-
sider more parking for the 
plan, but he also said the cur-
rent driveway is "never at ca-
pacity." Horcher agreed, say-
ing the parking lot there is 
never full. 

Lehmann also warned Cook 
that the Plan Commission, 
which will make a recommen-
dation to the Village Board on 
the plan, would most likely 
disapprove of the building's 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A new law added to Wheeling's 
books this week should help keep 
schoolchildren safe from concealed 
knives, village officials said. 

Trustees Monday approved a mea-
sure to ban the sale and possession of 
concealed knives in response to an 
incident involving a student with a 
blade at a Wheeling middle school 
earlier this year. 

Wheeling Township Elementary 
District 21 did not return calls seeking 
comment about the incident, and 
Wheeling police would not comment 
other than to say the school found a 
student with a knife disguised as a 
pen. 

However, village leaders said the 
discovery brought to light the poten-
tial for greater safety problems. 

"In researching this issue, we have 
found that there are a number of 
devices manufactured for the sole 
purpose of concealing a weapon 
within them, including lipstick cases, 
air gauges, belt buckles, combs, 
brushes, umbrellas, walking sticks, et 
cetera," Acting Village Manager 
James Grabowski said. 

Wheeling police concluded that 
the devices have no legitimate use 
other than as a weapon. Most Wheel-
ing trustees agreed. 

"I think it's important that we have 
something in place that is strong and 
meaningful, so that if someone is 
caught, people can't say, 'There's 
nothing in place that says I can't,' " 
said Trustee Judy Abruscato. 

Police Chief John Popadowski 
pointed out that the school imposed 
sanctions on the teen with the pen 
knife earlier this year, but there was 
no state or local law that allowed 
police to get involved. 

"We now have the availability to 
refer someone to juvenile court or 
peer jury, the police social worker or, 
in .the case of more serious things, 
refer someone to court," Popadowski 
said. 

Yet some trustees questioned 
whether a law banning concealecl:' 
knives will be effective. 

Trustees Patrick and Michael 
Horcher argued that laws don't make 
people take more responsibility for 
their actions. 

"I would like to point out that if 
making a law would stop this, we 
would have had no murders since the 
10 Commandments," Patrick 
Horcher said. 

"Doing this is not going to change 
the kid that is going to carry the con-
cealed weapon," he added. "It will 
make it easier to punish him, but it's 
the parents, the preachers and the 
teachers that are going to have an 
effect." 

Trustees who voted 4-2 in favor of 
the concealment ordinance said it 
would not violate people's rights to 
act freely as law-abiding citizens. 

"I think anytime your intent is to 
conceal something, there is nothing 
good meant by it," Village President 
Greg Klatecki said. "Do I agree that 
people should be able to own shot-
guns to go hunting-yes.... But I also 
believe they shouldn't own Uzis." 
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oncerne Parents 
Ask For Wheeling 
Village Board's Help 
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When schools change 
boundaries and transfer stu-
dents, controversy almost 
always follows quickly. 

Wheeling Elementary District 
21, which serves a portion of 
north Arlington Hts., is no 
exception. 

A group of District residents 
is so upset with the recently 
approved transfer of 170-
bilingual students from over-
crowded Whitman School to 
Twain School in Wheeling, 
they took their case to the 
village board and asked for help 
this week. 

Trustees sympathized with the 
residents, but said there wasn't 
much they could do, since the 
school board has sole authority 
to change its boundaries. . 

Village President Greg 
Klatecki, who teaches in the 
district, said he was concerned  

about the change and shared hiS 
feelings in a recent phone call to 
Phil Pritzker, president of the 
District 21 board of education. 
He said Pritzker told him, 

igirferldisiG -JoUrtivAt, r s - 4-1i51206•2' 
however, that the decision has been made and the district staff is 
starting to implement it. 

The transfer decision, which Twain parents and others feel will 
adversely affect their school and its test scores, was made last month 
after months of discussion over what to do with severe overcrowd-
ing at Whitman. The school board considered a number of options, 
including building additions on some schools, and a variety of 
boundary change suggestions. 

They opted for a boundary change over construction because of 
cost considerations, officials said. 

Klatecki urged parents to communicate their feelings to District 
21. "The more vocal people become, the more oil the wheel gets," 
he said. 

Wheeling resident and Field School parent Bob Poulsen re-
portedly said the district is using the village as a dumping ground to. 
resolve its overcrowding problems. 

Village Attorney James Rhodes was asked if any legal action 
could be taken, and he suggested residents' best chances are to air 
their feelings at the next school board meeting on May 16. 

Wheeling trustee Dean Argiris was reportedly not satisfied with 
that, however, and he suggested that the Northwest Municipal 
Conference be contacted for possible legal assistance. 

Argiris accused the school board of "appalling arrogance," and 
said, "To sit up here and listen and not be able to do anything drives 
me nuts." 
- - 

aeeifnil'passes law, 
bans concealed knives 
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The Village of 41251°  

Wheeling 
• Population: 34,496 
• Incorporated: 1894 

• President: Greg Klatecki 

• Form of Government: Village president and six trustees elected at 

large. Appointed manager. 
•Village Manager (acting): James A. Grabowski 

•Budget: $51 million 
• Sales Tax Receipts: $6.2 million 
• Employees: 225 

Police: 88 

Fire: 47 

Public Works: 54 

• Water Supply: Lake Michigan 

• Schools: Elementary children attend 

Wheeling Twp. Dist. 21, Prospect Hts. 

Dist. 23 and Township H.S. Dist. 214. 

Village is served by Harper Community 

College. 

•Geographics: 8.12 square miles. Mil-

waukee Avenue, Dundee Road, Elmhurst 

Road and Lake Cook Road are major 

thoroughfares 

•Outstanding Features: Many fine restaurants: Palwaukee Airport serves 

Wheeling 

'Parks: Wheeling Park District 

• Zip Codes: 60090 

• Telephone Numbers: 
City Hall: 459-2600 

Police/Fire: 911 emergency; 459-2632 non-emergency 

Wheeling Park District: 465-3333 

Senior Citizens Center: 459-2670 

Chamber of Commerce:541-0170 

• Basic Service Rates: 

Water: $3.30 per 1,000 gallons 

Garbage: Contract with Waste Management, $13.12 a month for refuse 

haul; $3.04 a month for recycling. 

Pet Licenses: $5 per animal annually. 

•State Representative: Carolyn Krause (56,; Elizabeth Coulson (57); 

Sid Mathias (51) 

'State Senator: David Sullivan (28); Kathleen Parker (29) and Terry Link 

(30) 

•U.S. Congressman: Mark Steven Kirk 

•Website: www.viwheeling.il.us  

g police: 
Wheeling has accepted a grant that 

i#EAAL-D - 412A1/2002_ 

will allow its police greater freedom 
to roam. The $230,000 grant from 
the U.S. Department of Justice will 
be used to enhance the police 2: 
department's technology. Among 
the benefits will be an in-car report-
ing system that allows officers to 
send police reports to headquarters 
on a laptop computer, a computer-
aided dispatch system and an 
integrated records management 
system. As part of the grant agree-
ment, the village will match 
$136,500 match of the grant dollars. 

HOZALD - 1.415 art?).  
Wheeling seeks parade 
partners, volunteers 

The Wheeling Special Events 
Committee has brought back many 
of the favorite things from years past 
along with many new things for the 
Fourth of July parade. If you or your 
business is interested in becoming a 
partner, a donation of $25 or more is 
required. Mail your check made out 
to Wheeling Special Events c/o 
Trustee Judy Abruscato, 255 W. 
Dundee Road, Wheeling, IL 60090. 
Volunteers are needed. Call Abrus-
cato at (847) 459-2666, Ext. 4107, or 
Randy Macke at (847) 537-0574. 

Greg Klatecki 
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Officials back plan 
for 306 condos 

Village officials are backing a 
developer's plan to build a 306-
unit condominium project at • 
Lake-Cook and Wolf Roads. 

Smith Family Construction is 
seeking final approval for seven 
buildings containing 66 one-
bedroom and 240 two-bedroom 

- Si -2-7312. or).1.. 
units in the Prairie Park at 
Wheeling development, compa-
ny President Mark Smith told a 
Village Board committee. 

The units would range from 
1,100 to 2,100 square feet and 
would start at $275,000. 

Smith said his firm is in the 
process of acquiring the 17.6-
acre site at 566 N. Wolf Rd. 

The proposal will be reviewed 
by the Plan Commission before 
returning to the Village Board. 

John Maes 

Brooms and Blooms 
ricAiL-Et3. 

s.-iz 
Village officials are looking 

for volunteers to help keep 
Wheeling clean through the 
fifth annual Brooms and 
Blooms to be held May 11. 

Volunteers are asked to go 
to Village Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road, before 8 a.m. Saturday 
May 11. They will be sent out 
to different areas of the village 
to clean trash or plant flowers 
in public areas. 

Volunteers are expected to 
work until about noon, when 
they will return to Village Hall 
for refreshments and a barbe-
cue lunch. 

All residents are invited to 
participate, and there is no 
need to register beforehand. 
For information about Brooms 
and Blooms, call Trustee Dean 
Argiris at (847) 808-8418, or 
Plan Commission Chairman 
Ken Brady at (847) 537-8642. 

- SJ or acz)cv  
Anderson served well 
as village manager 

To the editor: I want to publicly 
express my gratitude to former 
Wheeling Village Manager Craig 
Anderson for his years of service to 
the our community. He is a fine 
example of a dedicated public ser-
vant and good private citizen. He 
always saw his administrative 
appointment as one of stewardship, 
a position in which he held the vil-
lage in his trust. 

As a former elected official, I have 
a special appreciation for his pro-
fessional performance, and the wide 
scope of the responsibilities that he 
held. In addition to assuring our 
public safety, and the smooth func-
tioning of the day to day operations 
of the village, his duties included ini-
tiating and managing numerous 
major local projects, as well as the 
oversight of Palwaukee and the 
Northwest Water Commission. He 
also has ably represented Wheeling 
in areas where regional decisions 
that affect our village are made. 

I had the privilege of working 
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Ambulance fee 
is set at $315-$550 

An ambulance fee that will 
produce about $300,000 in an-
nual revenue was approved by 
the Wheeling board Monday. 

The fee, which will range 
from $315 to $550 depending on 
the service rendered by emer-
gency medical crews, will take 
effect June 1. 

Trustees Judy Abruscato 
''and Robert J. +leer expressed 
concerns that the fee would un-
duly burden seniors. 

"I'd hate to think that some-
one would be afraid to call" in 
an emergency, Abruscato said. 

Medicare typically covers up 
to 80 percent of the cost for se-
niors, who account for about 70 
percent of the village's 2,000 
yearly ambulance calls, Fi-
nance Director Michael Mond- • 
schain said. 

Trustees also approved an 
agreement with Paramedic 
Billing Services in Elmhurst to 
administer billing of the fees. 

John Macs 

closely with Craig Anderson for sev-
eral years, and saw first hand the 
dedication and intense effort he put 
into making the village of Wheeling 
the well governed, fiscally sound, 
and ethically grounded community 
that it was during his tenure. His 
solid leadership was recognized by 
his peers, and by agencies and indi-
viduals here and throughout the 
area. 

Craig Anderson's contribution to 
our village will not be forgotten. 

Sheila H. Schultz 
Wheeling 

D - 511512002- 
Long Grove interim manager: 
Long Grove trustees on Tuesday 
named former Wheeling Village 
Manager Craig Anderson as Long 
Grove's interim village manager. 
Anderson replaces the current 
interim manager, village Treasurer 
Patricia Chen, who wants to spend 
more time with her family. Chen 
will remain as village treasurer. 
Trustees said Anderson is not a can-
didate to permanently fill the 
vacancy left by former village Man-
ager D.M. "Cal" Doughty, who 
retired in January after nearly 25 
years. Village President Tony Dean 
said there are six finalists to inter-
view for Doughty former job. 
Wheeling let Anderson go in Febru-
ary after 14 years of service. 
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Schaumburg police officers Tom Greenaway, left, and Steve Watts think the department's new Harley Davidsons 
will help with community relations, as well as traffic enforcement. Below, Schaumburg patrol officer Steve Watts 
can bo seen on a Harley through a reflection in the sunglasses of officer Steve Teolis. 

The law hops 
on Harleys 

Der2artments across suburbs sending officers out on motorcycles 
BY rATASHA KORECKI 
Daily lerald Staff Writer 

' Sittng on their motorcycles, wearing dark shades, 
black c; jackets and black boots, you might think 
theyte rebel-rousing outlaws. 

But more and more, the people you seeing riding 
motci:cycles down suburban streets are the law. And the 
law's not about to ride just any bike. 

A plan set up exclusively for police agencies has an 
mcrutsing number of departments equipped with some 
of the sweetest Harley Davidsons available today. 

With a spring debut, the Schaumburg Police Depart-
ment is the most recent to bring the top-of-the-line 
Harley Road Kings to the streets, becoming the first in 
the area to own black, rather than white, police bikes. In 
fact only one other department in the state — the 
KendalilCounty Sheriff's Department — has the new 
black r!agdels. They're FLHP-I Road Kings, a police spe- 
cial, • 

The Kings on Schaumburg's streets will be equipped  

with moving radar. 
That means if you're careening around a turn near 

Woodfield Shopping Center or speeding through a traffic 
light on Higgins Road, u motorcycle cop can be right 
behind you and surreptitiously clock your speed. Like 
most departments, Schaumburg also has hand-held 
radar guns, so they can take post just about anywhere and 
catch speeders with ease. 

"You can sit here all day without even hiding, and 
people are totally oblivious that you're even there," said 
Schaumburg patrol officer Tom Greenaway. 

"In many public relations situations, people like the 
appearance of it. It adds a certain dimension," said Cmdr. 
Jerry Lambert with Arlington Heights, which also uses 
Harley Davidsons. "For enforcement purposes, it's much 
lower profile. If you're just doing traffic enforcement, 
they're not as readily seen." 

The Road Kings are designed with a lower center of 
gravity, allowing for hairpin turns. While they're quick and 

See MOTORCYCLES on PAGE 5 
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Motorcycles: Most departments happy with program 

COURTESY OP ARLINGTON HEIGHTS POLICE DEPART MI N I 

Police on motorcycles have sneaked up on motorists for decades. This traffic stop in Arlington Heights dates 
back to 1925. 

MARK WELSH/DAILY HERALD 

Schaumburg patrol officer Steve Teolis uses his radar gun to track traffic 
speed on Schaumburg Road. The department's new motorcycles also are 
equipped with moving radar. 

Continued from Page 1 

powerful, they likely won't be used for 
high-speed chases on the highway or 
even more routine emergency 
responses. 

Schaumburg tries to discourage 
emergency responses as the main 
use for motorcycles because it's dan-
gerous for such small vehicles to 
cross busy intersections. 

"We like the enforcement aspect. 
They're very mobile," said Schaum-
burg Lt. Paul Rizzo, who heads the 
department's traffic bureau. 

"The simple fact that they're not 
easily detected is a detriment in 
emergency situations, but an advan-
tage from an enforcement 
standpoint." 

In Schaumburg, the Road Kings 
will be sent to specific trouble spots 
— whether it be school zone viola-
tions, a residential area with 
speeders cutting through, or a high-
crash site at the shopping center —
for specialized enforcement. 

Police officials who do use the 
Kings for some emergencies say 
they're able to reach their destina-
tion in some cases five to six 
minutes faster than a squad car 
would. 

"When you look at the motorcy-
cles, they can go places these squads 
can't," Wheeling Police Cmdr. John 
Stone. "We can work traffic detail in 
places where people complain 
about it and they're not noticed." 

The bikes also are a good com-
munity relations tool, police say, 
because residents feel more at ease 
approaching someone on a bike. 

"You can you can carry on con-
versations; people will come right 
up to you and say: 'Hey that's a neat 
motorcycle,' " said Buffalo Grove 
Sgt. Steve Husak, who heads the 
traffic division. 

Buffalo Grove was the first police 
agency to join the program, which 
began in 1999. 

Now, about 50 departments are in 
the program, including Arlington 
Heights, Barrington, Buffalo Grove, 
Cook and Lake County sheriff's 
police, Elgin, South Elgin, Wheeling, 
Lake in the Hills, Cary, Island Lake, 
Wauconda and Lake Zurich. 

There's now a waiting list about a 
year long to get on board. 

Harley's program allows an 
agency to pay as little as $100 for a 
one-year lease on motorcycles 
worth $15,000 to $20,000. 

The price goes up to $450 arum- 

ally per bike, depending on color 
and equipment. 

It's a program that equally bene-
fits police agencies and Harley 
Davidson, said Craig Hirt, fleet man-
ager at the Woodstock Harley 
Davidson. 

He said Harleys carry a nostalgia 
with older people but they're slick 
enough to attract younger people, 
too. 

For Harley Davidson, the program 
is a way for the dealer to keep its 
name out there and show that 
they're good enough for people who 
need the best. 

At the end of the year, regardless 
of mileage, officers turn in the old 
Harley and drive away with a brand 
new bike. 

The dealer, in turn, sells the bikes, 
attractively labeled as previously 
owned by police. The used bikes 
always sell, officials say, because 
police bikes have a reputation of 
being well-maintained. 

In many cases, departments are 
able to detach and transfer over the 
striped saddle bags or gas tanks to 
the new motorcycles, saving the 
expense of repainting department 
logos or insignia. 

Most departments in the suburbs 
have three to four bikes and six to 
eight officers who routinely ride 
them on different shifts. 

Police departments still have to 
pay the far more costly expense of 
suiting up each officer — $1,000 to 
$1,500 per officer— officials say it's 
well worth it. 

They also have send officers to a 
special class at Northwestern Uni-
versity designed for motorcycle 
policing. 

The only glitch in the program, 
Lambert said, is that the bikes have 
to go all the way to Woodstock when 
maintenance is needed. 

"If something goes wrong, we 
have to run them over there. Then 
every time you do something you've 
got to find a bike rider to do it," he 
said. 

Still, most departments are in 
general happy with the program, 
which doesn't surprise Hirt. 

"There's a certain amount of 
people out there who would like to 
have Harleys," Hirt said. "A police 
officer on a Harley demands a cer-
tain amount of respect." 

• 

black Kings, a po-rice-sper- , (11113W11/5-1l7V 

cial, • 
The-Kings on Schaumburg's streets will be equipped See MOTORCYCLES on PAGE 5 
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South Barrington has one of the highest median household incomes in the Northwest suburbs. 

BY JON DAVIS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The 1990s were, on the whole, a 
mixed bag for the Northwest sub-
urbs' bottom line. 

Most towns grew wealthier as their 
median household incomes rose 
from 1990 to 2000. 

However, nine towns saw declines, 
suggesting the Northwest suburbs 
are seeing the effects of an aging pop-
ulation staying in place longer and 
living off of retirement incomes, and 
immigrant families just getting 
started here. 

But then there were Bartlett and 
Buffalo Grove, where explosive pop-
ulation growth contributed to 
equally explosive growth in wealth, 
according • to new information 
released by the census bureau. 

Bartlett was the area's big winner 
from 1990 to 2000, as the village's 
total population soared and got 
richer. Bartlett's median household 
income, adjusted for inflation, did 
better than a '90s tech stock IPO, 
rising 18.6 percent to $79,718. 

"I think early on, in the early '90s 
when we began to grow, the type of 
housing that we were able to provide 
people attracted young families that 
were upwardly mobile, yet still in 
those early years," Village President 
Catherine Melchert said. 

The distribution of Bartlett's 
wealth also underwent dramatic 
change between the first Bush 
administration and the second. 

Twelve years ago, 69 percent of 
Bartlett households had incomes 
between $35,000 and $75,000. Just 
7 percent of households had 
incomes of $100,000 or more, while 
13 percent had incomes below 
$25,000. 

In the 2000 census, 67 percent of 
the village's households had incomes 

Top household incomes 
Northwest suburban towns with the 
highest median household incomes: 

Income 
1. South Barrington $170,755 
2. Long Grove $148,150 
3. North Barrington $146,251 
4. Barrington Hills $145,330 
5. Inverness $141,672 

Biggest change 
Northwest suburban towns with 
the biggest change in median 
household incomes: 

% change 
1. Bartlett 18.6% 

2. Buffalo Grove 10.2% 

3. North Barrington 9.3% 

4. Barrington Hills 7.1% 

5. South Barrington 6.9% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

between $50,000 and $150,000. 
Those with incomes above $150,000 
grew to 11 percent, while those with 
incomes below $25,000 fell to 8 per-
cent. 

All this while the village, which 
straddles Cook and DuPage counties, 
grew 89.4 percent, from 19,373 to 
36,706 people. 

"We really attracted young fami-
lies, and those were comprised of 
couples who had professions or job 
opportunities where they could 
grow," Melchert said. 

A few miles to the northeast, on the 
cusp of Cook and Lake counties, Buf-
falo Grove saw its adjusted median 
household income rise 10.2 percent 
to $73,075 as its population rose 17.7  

percent to 42,909. 
And that happened even as the 

Buffalo Grove's population aged —
the number of Buffalo Grove resi-
dents age 65 or older rose 77.5 
percent — and became more diverse 
thanks to an influx of immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union and 
Asian countries on the Pacific rim. 

Buffalo Grove Assistant Village 
Manager Ghida Neukirch said the vil-
lage's quality of housing, schools, 
parks and other amenities created 
such a demand to live there that Buf-
falo Grove is a big seller's market. 

The addition of upscale housing 
helped other communities offset 
similar increases in their senior and 
immigrant populations, too. 

Wheeling officials credit the 
6.7 percent rise in their town's 
median household income during 
the previous decade to a construc-
tion boom that brought an influx of  

professionals and seniors with 
investment wealth. 

The population reporting house-
hold incomes of $100,000 or more 
jumped from 4 percent in 1990 to 
14 percent in 2000, for example. 

"You look at our development like 
Avalon Sienna that wasn't here for the 
last census. And One Milwaukee 
(Place) and Park Pointe both drew a 
lot of people from the North Shore," 
said Daniel Ozanich, Wheeling's 
director of community development. 

Older communities such as Arling-
ton Heights, Des Plaines, Palatine 
and Schaumburg saw their median 
household incomes drop or rise only 
slightly. In Arlington Heights, for 
example, the median household 
income rose just 1.25 percent to 
$67,807, as the population rose by 
0.76 percent to 76,031. 

Charles Witherington-Perkins, 
director of planning and community  

development, said new senior hous-
ing developments and 
condominium conversions of apart-
ment complexes are among the 
reasons for the village's small gain. 

Moreover, Perkins said, the village's 
vaunted downtown condos, whose 
initial sale prices ranged from the 
upper $100s to almost $860,000, 
came on line after the 2000 census 
was conducted, and were not 
counted. 

Palatine, however, grew by nearly 
67 percent to 65,479 people, but its 
median household income dropped 
by 0.28 percent. 

Assistant Village Manager Sam 
Trakas said increased diversity in 
terms of the village's immigrant and 
senior citizen populations, is the 
most likely reason. 

"We've brought in a little bit more 
low-end homes, and more diverse 
and economical home values,"  

Trakas said. While there was much 
new development in the 1990s, the 
village also annexed parcels of land 
with multi-family apartment com-
plexes that house mostly Hispanics 
— a population that in 2000 was 
more than six times the size it had 
been a decade earlier. 

Moreover, the village experienced 
a 60 percent increase in the number 
of people age 65 and older. 

"We're having a lot of new profes-
sionals come in and stay throughout 
their lives," Trakas said. "They start at 
the small home with a low income, 
then they move up, and as they 
become more successful, they move 
into the expensive home. Then at 
retirement age, as empty-nesters, 
they work their way back down." 

• Daily Herald staff writers Cass 
Cliatt and Erin Holmes contributed 
to this report. 

Older suburbs lose some residents 

Ls  A fate of 
rise and fall 
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Members of Cub Scout Pack 270 wave a sea of American flags during the Mount Prospect Memorial Day parade down Emerson Street, on the way to Lions Park for a patriotic ceremony. 

'Our freedoms are so precious' 
BY FREIDA N. GAD 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Residents throughout the North-
west suburbs gathered on 
Memorial Day to march, sing, pray 
and cry for those who have died in 
our country's wars. 

In Arlington Heights, Mount 
Prospect and Wheeling, lines of 
Scouts, veterans, National Guard 
troops, bands and politicians  

made their way to memorial parks. 
In Elk Grove Village, Buffalo 

Grove and Des Plaines, veterans 
sponsored flag-centered cere-
monies. 

Mount Prospect's parade 
included the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 1337 and American 
Legion Post 525, both of Mount 
Prospect, and American Legion 
Post 888 from Northlake. Volun-
teers from a National Guard field  

artillery unit in Chicago brought 
three howitzers to the parade. The 
Prospect High School marching 
band and several Scout troops 
filled out the ranks. 

The Wheeling High School 
marching band, AmVets Post 66 
and Scout troops enlivened the 
Wheeling parade. 

Four marching bands, including 
high school units from Hersey, 
Buffalo Grove and Rolling Mead- 

ows, along with the Pipes and 
Drums of the Emerald Society 
composed of Chicago and subur-
ban police officers, drew a crowd 
at the Arlington Heights parade. A 
fifth band, the Arlington Heights 
Community Concert Band, played 
on the back of a flatbed truck. 
Scouts and community groups 
added to the colorful parade. 

For the second year in a row, 
U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk, a Gulf War vet-
eran, gave the Arlington Heights 
keynote address. 

"A year ago, we were victorious, 
prosperous and at peace," he said. 
"I admit to some arrogance about 

IArar We have 
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The remembrance of war shows in the face of World War II veteran Bill 
Hayes of Des Plaines during the national anthem at a Lake Opeka 
Memorial Day ceremony. 

Wanda LaVan of 
Buffalo Grove prays 
and cries for her 
uncle, John, who 
died in WWII. 
Buffalo Grove 
veterans honored 
Memorial Day in a 
ceremony in Knopf 
Cemetery. 

Residents throughout the N rtn-1 
west suburbs gathered on 
Memorial Day to march, sing, ray 
and cry for those who have di d in 
our country's wars. 

In Arlington Heights, Mount 
Prospect and Wheeling, lines of 
Scouts, veterans, National Guard 
troops, bands and politicians  

sponsored bag-centered cere-
monies. 

Mount Prospect's parade 
included the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 1337 and American 
Legion Post 525, both of Mount 
Prospect, and American Legion 
Post 888 from Northlake. Volun-
teers from a National Guard field.  

band and several Scout troops 
filled out the ranks. 

The Wheeling High School 
marching band, AmVets Post 66 
and Scout troops enlivened the 
Wheeling parade. 

Four marching bands, including 
high school units from Hersey, 
Buffalo Grove and Rolling Mead- 

ban police omcers, drew a crowd 
at the Arlington Heights parade. A 
fifth band, the Arlington Heights 
Community Concert Band, played 
on the back of a flatbed truck. 
Scouts and community groups 
added to the colorful parade. 

For the second year in a row, 
U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk, a GulfWar vet-
eran, gave the Arlington Heights 
keynote address. 

"A year ago, we were victorious, 
prosperous and at peace," he said. 
"I admit to some arrogance about 
that. Now we are at war. We have 
relearned a painful lesson of his-
tory: Our freedoms are so 
precious, each generation is 
tested." 

In Buffalo Grove, Boy Scouts 
from Kingswood United 
Methodist Church, along with 
American Legion Post 1247 of 
Prairie View and AmVets Post 255 
of Buffalo Grove, conducted a 
solemn flag-lowering ceremony in 
the church's Knopf Cemetery. 

The Elk Grove Village ceremony 
at the Jack A. Claes Pavilion also 
focused on the flag, as VFW Post 
9284 and American Legion Post 
216 led a patriotic remembrance. 

In Des Plaines, Vietnam veteran 
Pat Maravola was honored for two 
tours as a nurse in Saigon. 

Vietnam veteran Robert Blocks, a 
member of Wheeling AmVets Post 
66, reflects on the solemn nature 
of the town's Memorial Day 
parade. Marchers walked to the 
post's home for a ceremony. 
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Will Paul, member of the VFW Post 9284 color guard and a Vietnam veteran, 
watches as the flag is lowered to half-staff during a Memorial Day service in 
Elk Grove Village. 



MARK BLACK;DAILY HERALD FILE PHOTO 

rise and fall 
Older suburbs lose some residents 

South Barrington has one of the highest median household incomes in the Northwest suburbs. 

BY JON DAVIS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The 1990s were, on the whole, a 
mixed bag for the Northwest sub-
urbs' bottom line. 

Most towns grew wealthier as their 
median household incomes rose 
from 1990 to 2000. 

However, nine towns saw declines, 
suggesting the Northwest suburbs 
are seeing the effects of an aging pop-
ulation staying in place longer and 
living off of retirement incomes, and 
immigrant families just getting 
started here. 

But then there were Bartlett and 
Buffalo Grove, where explosive pop-
ulation growth contributed to 
equally explosive growth in wealth, 
according - to new information 
released by the census bureau. 

Bartlett was the area's big winner 
from 1990 to 2000, as the village's 
total population soared and got 
richer. Bartlett's median household 
income, adjusted for inflation, did 
better than a '90s tech stock LPO, 
rising 18.6 percent to $79,718. 

"I think early on, in the early '90s 
when we began to grow, the type of 
housing that we were able to provide 
people attracted young families that 
were upwardly mobile, yet still in 
those early years," Village President 
Catherine Melchert said. 

The distribution of Bartlett's 
wealth also underwent dramatic 
change between the first Bush 
administration and the second. 

Twelve years ago, 69 percent of 
Bartlett households had incomes 
between $35,000 and $75,000. Just 
7 percent of households had 
incomes of $100,000 or more, while 
13 percent had incomes below 
$25,000. 

In the 2000 census, 67 percent of 
the village's households had incomes 

I . 

Top household incomes 
Northwest suburban towns with the 
highest median household incomes: 

Income 
1. South Barrington $170,755 
2. Long Grove $148,150 
3. North Barrington $146,251 
4. Barrington Hills $145,330 
5. Inverness $141,672 

Biggest change 
Northwest suburban towns with 
the biggest change in median 
household incomes: 

% change 
1. Bartlett 18.6% 
2. Buffalo Grove 10.2% 
3. North Barrington 9.3% 
4. Barrington Hills 7.1% 
5. South Barrington 6.9% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

between $50,000 and $150,000. 
Those with incomes above $150,000 
grew to 11 percent, while those with 
incomes below $25,000 fell to 8 per-
cent. 

All this while the village, which 
straddles Cook and DuPage counties, 
grew 89.4 percent, from 19,373 to 
36,706 people. 

"We really attracted young fami-
lies, and those were comprised of 
couples who had professions or job 
opportunities where they could 
grow," Melchert said. 

A few miles to the northeast, on the 
cusp of Cook and Lake counties, Buf-
falo Grove saw its adjusted median 
household income rise 10.2 percent 
to $73,075 as its population rose 17.7  

percent to 42,909. 
And that happened even as the 

Buffalo Grove's population aged —
the number of Buffalo Grove resi-
dents age 65 or older rose 77.5 
percent— and became more diverse 
thanks to an influx of immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union and 
Asian countries on the Pacific rim. 

Buffalo Grove Assistant Village 
Manager Ghida Neukirch said the vil-
lage's quality of housing, schools, 
parks and other amenities created 
such a demand to live there that Buf-
falo Grove is a big seller's market. 

The addition of upscale housing 
helped other communities offset 
similar increases in their senior and 
immigrant populations, too. 

Wheeling officials credit the 
6.7 percent- rise in their town's 
median household income during 
the previous decade to a construc-
tion boom that brought an influx of  

professionals and seniors with 
investment wealth. 

The population reporting house-
hold incomes of $100,000 or more 
jumped from 4 percent in 1990 to 
14 percent in 2000, for example. 

"You look at our development like 
Avalon Sienna that wasn't here for the 
last census. And One Milwaukee 
(Place) and Park Pointe both drew a 
lot of people from the North Shore," 
said Daniel Ozanich, Wheeling's 
director of community development. 

Older communities such as Arling-
ton Heights, Des Plaines, Palatine 
and Schaumburg saw their median 
household incomes drop or rise only 
slightly. In Arlington Heights, for 
example, the median household 
income rose just 1.25 percent to 
$67,807, as the population rose by 
0.76 percent to 76,031. 

Charles Witherington-Perkins, 
director of planning and community  

development, said new senior hous-
ing developments and 
condominium conversions of apart-
ment complexes are among the 
reasons for the village's small gain. 

Moreover, Perkins said, the village's 
vaunted downtown condos, whose 
initial sale prices ranged from the 
upper $100s to almost $860,000, 
came on line after the 2000 census 
was conducted, and were not 
counted. 

Palatine, however, grew by nearly 
67 percent to 65,479 people, but its 
median household income dropped 
by 0.28 percent. 

Assistant Village Manager Sam 
Trakas said increased diversity in 
terms of the village's immigrant and 
senior citizen populations, is the 
most likely reason. 

"We've brought in a little bit more 
low-end homes, and more diverse 
and economical home values,"  

Trakas said. While there was much 
new development in the 1990s, the 
village also annexed parcels of land 
with multi-family apartment com-
plexes that house mostly Hispanics 
— a population that in 2000 was 
more than six times the size it had 
been a decade earlier. 

Moreover, the village experienced 
a 60 percent increase in the number 
of people age 65 and older. 

"We're having a lot of new profes-
sionals come in and stay throughout 
their lives," Trakas said. "They start at 
the small home with a low income, 
then they move up, and as they 
become more successful, they move 
into the expensive home. Then at 
retirement age, as empty-nesters, 
they work their way back down." 

• Daily Herald staff writers Cass 
Cliatt and Erin Holmes contributed 
to this report. 



By ANDREA L BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 

Commonwealth Edison's at-
tempt to gain greater access to 
trees needing trimming is 
running into opposition from 
some municipal leaders who 
fear ComEd could be usurping 
their authority. 

ComEd wants to increase 
the frequency it trims trees 
that grow in the path of its 
power lines and is asking the 
403 municipalities it serves to 
sign an agreement to establish 
a new tree-trimming policy. 
The utility company is mov-
ing from a six- to a four-year 
trim cycle. 

"This plan is an attempt to 
standardize our policy," said 
Meg Amato, a ComEd spokes-
woman. 

Because many power lines 
cross municipal boundaries, 
tree-trimming would be 
quicker and more efficient 
under a uniform policy, she 
explained. 

"Keeping the lights on is 
our 'priority-one' job," she 
said. "In the model tree-trim-
ming program, the goal is to 
continue to ensure improved 
reliability." 

Amato noted that by step-
ping up their tree-trimming 
program, ComEd has im-
proved service by more than 
50 percent. 

A state law has established 
guidelines for tree trimming 
when an agreement isn't in 
place. The law also allows a 
municipality to establish its 
own policy or to sign an agree-
ment with the utility com-
pany. 

Although nearly 150 com-
munities have already agreed 
to sign ComEd's proposal, the 
50 members of the Northwest 
Municipal Conference have 
been asked to hold off while 
Municipal Conference officials 
negotiate with ComEd to re-
fine language in the proposed 
agreement. 

Wheeling officials are so far 
noncommittal on the ComEd 
proposal. Director of Public 
Works Guy Kolberg said the 
village is waiting for word 
from the Municipal Confer-
ence before officials take a 
formal stand. Kolberg said the 
Municipal Conference will 
'have a better idea on what 
:other municipalities are doing 
with the proposed policy and 
the best way to handle it. 

However, Kolberg said he 
did not believe the policy fit 
the, village's philosophies, on 
tree. pruning and preservation. 

"Based on my limited 
knowledge of forestry, it did 
not seem to be in the best in-
terests of the village," he said. 
"It seemed liberal in regards 
to branch removal and prun- 
ing.,, 

Wheeling has been desig-
nated a Tree City USA for the 
past 11 years by the National 
Arbor Day Foundation, the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture and the National Associa-
tion of State Foresters. To be 
designated as a Tree City, the 
town must have a tree-care or-
dinance, a forestry program, 
an Arbor Day observance and 
proclamation and a tree board 
or department. Kolberg said 
the village ordinance on tree 
care is stricter than the pro-
posed ComEd policy. 

Kolberg said the village will 
"seriously consider" the Mu-
nicipal Conference's recom-
mendation on the policy as it 
determines whether to accept 
it. 

Discussions between 
ComEd and Municipal Confer-
ence officials have been going 
on about a month. Most of the 
work has been to clarify lan-
guage and make sure it con-
forms with the state tree-trim-
ming statute, Fowler said. 

ComEd's proposal reiterates 
some aspects of the state law, 
such as notifying municipali-
ties and affected residents 21 
to 90 days in advance that the 
company's contractors will be 
in the area to trim trees. They 
also are responsible for pro-
viding public notice in the 
local newspaper. 

The policy has been further 
refined, Fowler said, by in-
cluding language that clarifies 
how ComEd informs its cus-
tomers about taking trees 
down on private property. 

"They have to provide infor-
mation on the nature of what 
they want to do," Fowler said. 
And the utility company must 
refer customers to its Web site 
and a toll-free number for fur-
ther information on property 
owners' rights. 

ComEd's Amato said that 
many aspects of their pro-
posed policy go beyond what 
the current law recommends. 

That includes a cooperative 
program for removing larger 
trees whose branches are in-
terfering with lines and re-
placing them with trees that 
do not grow as tall. The 
smaller trees are often decora-
tive, flowering trees, Amato 
said. The trees would be 
placed only if the properly 
owners want it, she added. 
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Concerns raised 
new about ComEd 
trimming policy 
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day's village board meeting to 
respond to concerns, trustees 
decided to table the issue until they 
could have their questions 
answered. 
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Palwaukee ready for noise complaints 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport is now better equipped to 

handle noise complaints after hiring a person dedicated to 
talking to residents about specific noise complaints. Resi-
dents can now call the airport to complain about noise and be 
able to talk to a person directly after leaving a voicemail mes-
sage. Dennis Rouleau, acting airport manager, said the voice-
mail system will automatically page the person when a call is 
received. Typically the caller will receive a call back within 
an hour. The airport also has new noise tracking software 
that will tell the airport which flights generate the most com-
plaints. The noise coordinator may be able to contact the air-
craft's pilots and alert them to ways they can reduce noise in 
the future. To register a noise complaint with the airport, call 
(847) 537-2580 ext. 160. Residents can also file complaints on 
the Internet at www.palwaukee.org. 
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Senior center 
opens doors 
to Wheeling 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When Wheeling's Pavilion Senior 
Center opened 17 years ago, it had 
100 to 200 members. 

Today, that number has grown to 
800, and it's partly because of an 
event that opens the center's doors to 
the community and shows off what 
the center has to offer. 

40 The Family Fun Faire — with its 
rummage sale, auctions and crafts—
attracts scores of residents to the 
senior center's quiet corner ofWheel- 
ing every year. 

On Saturday, the tradition will con-
tinue at the center, 199 N. First St. 
From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., community 
members are invited to enjoy a day of 
clowns, raffles and arts and bake 
sales to raise money for senior pro-
grams. 

"We make it a family event as 
much as we can," said Nancy 
Janssen, director of senior services. 
"We started doing this as a w0 for 
people to bring their sons, daughters, 
nieces, nephews and to let them 
know we exist. We are sort of hidden 
away back here and we want people 
to know about our beautiful facility 
and what we do back here." 

The senior center's bubbling foun-
tains and serene walking path might 
be little-known treasures if it weren't 
for the fair, Janssen said. The event is 
in its 12th year, having been pre-
ceded by an annual bike-a-thon the 
center previously hosted to raise 
money for senior programs. 

"With the bike-a-thou, it was hard 
for seniors to participate in raising 
their own money," said Maureen 
Dabeck, the center's clerk. 

The family fair allows center mem-
bers to bring in their old books, 
dishes, stuffed animals and other 
household items for the rummage 
sale and to polish their family recipes 
for the bake sale — all to support pro-
grams they use every day. Proceeds 
from the family fair pay for such pro-
grams as the senior center's craft and 
sewing groups. 

"One of the programs we're just 
starting is called SeniorNet," Janssen 
said. "It was developed out of San 
Francisco to teach seniors computer 
skills, and the start-up costs — the 
hard disks, the graduation certificates 
— that's going to be a very expensive 
proposition.' 
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Vote delayed on Sam's addition: 
Concerns over creating a new 
blighted area in Wheeling 
prompted trustees Tuesday to 
delay a vote on a request from 
Sam's Club to expand an outside • storage area for tires. Sam's Club, 
1055 McHenry Road, wants to build 
a 1,626-square-foot addition on the 
north side of its building to store 
tires and batteries. However, the 
village board wanted assurances 
that the storage area wouldn't pose 
the same maintenance problems as 
a similar commercial storage area 
considered an eyesore on Dundee 
Road. Because no representatives 
from Sam's Club attended Tues- 
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Wheeling won't 
collect on new 
ambulance fees 

pay is what the village will ac-
cept, and that will be true for 
Medicare, too." 

Although patients may re-
ceive a bill for any amount 
over the insurance company's 
limit, the agency hired by the 
village has instructions to stop 
sending bills and not aggres-
sively collect the remainder of 
the fee. 

The new ambulance fees 
range from $315 to $550 a trip, 
depending on the level of 
service a patient needs and re-
ceives. 

Trustees voted 4 to 2 in 
favor of the new tax, with trus-
tees, Robert Heer and Judy 
Abruscato casting the two dis-
senting votes. 

"Individuals might be reluc-
tant to call an ambulance be-
cause of the new tax," Heer 
said. "I'm not in favor of it." 

Abruscato said she felt 
there were other ways to find 
new revenue sources without 
having to bill people who were 
unfortunate enough to need 
an ambulance. 

"I have always felt that I 
cannot condone sending 
someone a bill because they 
needed an ambulance," she 
said. "I feel the residents al-
ready pay for an ambulance 
with their taxes. I know other 
communities are doing it, but 
I don't care what other com-
munities are doing." 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Although ambulance rides 
in Wheeling will no longer be 
free as of June 1, no one will 
be expected to pay the new fee 
out of their own pocket. 

The Village Board approved 
a plan to collect fees for ambu- 
lance services at its May 13 
meeting. The fees are ex-
pected to generate an addi-
tional $305,000 annually for 
village coffers. However, all 
fees paid to the village are ex-
pected to be paid by insurance 
companies. 

Michael Mondschain, 
Wheeling's finance director, 
said those who use an ambu-
lance in Wheeling will receive 
a bill in the mail. The patient 
will have to send the bill to an 
agency hired by the village 
that will then collect the fee 
from insurance companies. 

If the insurance company 
will not cover the entire 
amount of the bill, the village 
will collect what it can from 
the insurance company, with-
out asking the patient to pay 
the rest of the fee, Monds-
chain said. Some patients, 
however, may have to pay a 
small fee to their insurance 
companies. 

"If there is a co-pay, (the pa-
tient) will be responsible for 
that," he said. "What the in-
surance company is willing to 
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Wheeling couple, pet escape fire 
BY RHONDA SCIARRA 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Firefighters rescued a woman and 
her dog from the back yard of her 
Wheeling home, which had caught 
fire minutes earlier Thursday night. 

Firefighters had to tear down a 
fence in the back yard of the home 
at 382 Sunset Lane to allow the 
woman and her dog to leave the 
yard safely, said Wheeling fire Bat-
talion Chief Richard Wydra. 

The woman and her husband 
called 911 at 6:46 p.m. and •reported 
a fire in the back of the house, he 
said. Firefighters arrived at the ranch 
house minutes later. 

"We could see flames shooting 
over the roof when we pulled up to 
the house," Wydra said. 

As the first fire crew fought the 
fire, another crew had to tear down a 
fence so the 'woman and her dog  

could escape, he said. The woman 
was trying to rescue the animal and 
became trapped in the enclosure. 

"The heat was so intense she 
could not get out the back yani," 
Wydra said. 

"If she had stayed in that area she 
would have probably had an 
injury." 

The woman's husband had , 
escaped the house to the front yard.,  , 

Firefighters extinguished the bulk 
of fire within 30 minutes and put 
the fire completely out in about an 
hour. 

Fire, smoke and heat damage left 
the house uninhabitable, Wydra 
said. The family has made arrange-
ments to stay at a hotel. 

Firefighters believe the fire is not 
suspicious but chose to wait until 
today to conduct a full investigation, 
he said. 

A damage estimate is unavailable. 
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Wheeling man faces 
hit-and-run charges 
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Pilots Restricted From Driving, Parking On 
Airfield In Light Of New Terrorist Concerns By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling man has been 
charged with reckless homi-
cide after he lost control of his 
truck inithe Wal-Mart parking 
lot and killed an employee as 
he was leaving work just after 
11 p.m. Saturday night. 
The victim, Donald F. Miller, 
58, of Buffalo Grove had just 
walked out the front door of 
the Lake-Cook Road store 
when the 1992 Chevrolet S10 
Blazer careened through 
shopping carts, a bench and 
then into Miller, pinning him 
against the wall, said Wheel-
ing Police Sgt. Bill Benson. 
Miller was rushed to Holy 
Family Hospital in Des 
Plaines. He was pronounced 
dead 12:05 a.m. Sunday at the 
hospital, according to the 
Wheeling Police Department. 
The driver, Jose L. Hernan-
dez, 23, formerly of Wheeling, 
ran out of his truck after strik-
ing Miller. He ran into another 
car driven by a woman and 
the pair drove away. 
Benson said police officers 
discovered Hernandez was 
driven to Hainesville. Hernan-
dez was taken to an unnamed 
hospital for his own facial in-
juries that resulted from the 
crash, Benson said. Wheeling  

police officers have been at 
Hernandez's hospital room 
since they found him there. 

Benson said the driver of the 
getaway car is a witness to the 
crash, and is not being 
charged with any crime. 

On Tuesday, Benson said he 
expected Hernandez will have 
been released from the hospi-
tal Wednesday, and taken im-
mediately to court. The Cook 
County States Attorney's Of-
fice Sunday approved the 
charges of reckless homicide 
and leaving the scene of a 
fatal accident, Benson said. 

Benson said police believed 
alcohol played a role in the 
crash, but Hernandez's toxi-
cology report has yet to be re-
turned to police. 

Hernandez was a co-worker of 
Miller's, but police do not Her-
nandez' actions were moti-
vated by this tie, Benson said. 

"There is no relationship that 
we're aware of that would in-
dicate Hernandez targeted the 
victim," Benson said. "He lost 
control of his truck. He didn't 
intentionally hit (Miller)." 

The crash is still being inves-
tigated by the Wheeling Police 
Department's Traffic Unit. 
Miller's family had no com-
ment about the incident. 

By JENNIFER JOHNSON 

Palwaukee Airport pilots are 
again restricted from driving onto 
the airfield and parking there fol-
lowing warnings from the FBI 
regarding potential terrorist activ-
ity. 

Acting Airport Manager Den-
nis Rouleau said he again insti-
tuted the driving and parking ban 
after "many sources"—including 
the FAA—relayed that the FBI had 
received "uncorroborated infor-
mation indicating that terrorists 
may be planning to use small air-
craft in possible terrorist actions." 

"Based on that information, I 
took steps to restrict vehicles at  

the airport," Rouleau said. 
The restrictions come less than 

a month after security measures 
involving parking on the airfield 
were lifted. OnMay 1, pilots were 
again given permission to park 
near their aircraft, something tiiey 
had not been able to do since Sept. 
11. Immediately following Sept. 
11, cars were not allowed any-
where near aircraft and many pi-
lots were unhappy with the re-
strictions. Eventually the no driv-
ing onto the field rule was lifted 
and then, this month, the parking 
ban was eliminated. 

However, Rouleau said he be-
lieved there was enough concern 

(Continued on page 6A) 
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about terrorist activity to again tighten security at the airport. Other 
security measures have also been taken, he added, but he would not 
elaborate on what these are. 

The driving and parking ban went into effect on Friday, May 24 and 
all unattended vehicles within the Air Operation Area of the airport will 
be towed. Certain vehicles, such as FBO service, construction, govern-
ment, fire, police and airport vehicles, will be allowed to operate at the 
airport, but all fuel delivery vehicles must be escorted onto the grounds. 
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Village appoints 
development head 

Daniel J. Ozanich has been 
appointed community develop-
ment director, Wheeling offi-
cials announced. 

Ozanich will supervise build-
ing inspection, permits, proper-
ty maintenance, zoning, code 
compliance and planning, Act-
ing Village Manager James Gra-
bowski said. 

Ozanich, who has worked for 
the village since 1988, was pro-
moted to building director in 
1998. He has been acting director 
for community development 
since November, when Michael 
Klitzke retired. 

"The director is going to be a 
very busy position with our 
comprehensive plan on the way, 
and Dan brings a broad range of 
experience and training to help 
carry it out," Grabowski said. 

John Maes 
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Smith said. "It slows the proj-
ect, but makes it much bet-
ter." 

This time around, trustees 
were keen on the plan, recom-
mending it move on to the 
Planing Commission for its re-
view. 

"I like the taller buildings," 
Trustee Michael Horcher said. 
"I think it's nice. I see no 
problems with it." 

Trustee Robert Heer said he 
liked the project, but re-
minded the rest of the board 
that it told Tantillo Homes to 
wait for the completion of the 
comprehensive plan for a pro-
posed development on Mil-
waukee Avenue near the Sim-
merling site. 

"I'd like to stay consistent," 
he said. "I'd encourage Mark 
(Smith) to talk to Camiros (the 
plan consultants). We have to 
be fair." 

Smith argued he first pro-
posed the plan to the board 
nearly a year ago before the 
comprehensive plan revision 

was initiated. 
Smith also told the board he 

needed tax increment financ-
ing (TIF) money to make the 
development work. 

"This project is of a higher 
standard, better quality and 
has more (underground) park-
ing. All of that is costly and 
tougher to do," Smith said, 
"(Without TIF money) it won't 
be economically feasible." 

There is no TIF district in 
that area, yet, but village offi-
cials met with TIF consultants 
and Camrios to start the pro-
cess of forming the new dis-
trict last week. 

The site is currently in a 
floodplain, as well. However, 
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency is reviewing 
the village's floodplain map, 
since the diversion channel of 
the Wheeling Drainage Ditch 
has been completed. Accord-
ing to the developer's engi-
neers, the area will be out of 
the floodplain once FEMA re-
draws the map. 

- - — 

The Wheeling Police De-
partment received a $230,000 
grant from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice that will allow 
police to install a computer-
ized system of record keeping 
and dispatching that will keep 
officers on the streets and out 
of the office. 

The system will allow offi-
cers to send reports to police 
headquarters through laptops 
in their squad cars. Headquar-
ters can then send back those 
reports to the officers while in 
their cars if they need any re-
visions. 

The system also will have 
the ability to dispatch officers 
to 911 calls received at head-
quarters. The system also will 
let officers know if there are 
any outstanding warrants on 
individuals who may be pre-
sent at those calls and any 
other information the officer 
may need. 

It will also track officers to 
those locations, so people in 
headquarters can check on 
them if an officer seems to be 
taking too long on a call. 

Police Chief John Popadow-
ski said the system will save 
officers time from going back 

The village must provide a 
$136,570 match to the grant. 
Funding for the match will 
come from the E-911 budget 
and will be spread out over 
two fiscal years. 

-512./aucla 
Wheeling seeks parade 
partners, volunteers 

The Wheeling Special Events Com r. -
mittee has brought back many of the 
favorite things from years past along 
with many new things for the Fourth 
of July parade. If you or your business 
is interested in becoming a partner, a 
$25 or more donation is required. 
Mail your check made out to Wheel-, 

• ing Special Events c/o Trustee Judy 
Abruscato, 255 W. Dundee Road, 
Wheeling, IL 60090. Volunteers are 
needed. For details, call Abruscato at 
(847) 459-2666, Ext. 4107, or Randy 
Klocke, (847) 537-0574. 

Trusteesfi' - keen on plans 
for Prairie Park condos 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling• developer Mark Smith says he is 
proud of the Park Point condominiums he is 
building on McHenry Road, but promises his 
new development will be even more spectacu-
lar. 

Smith's firm, Smith and Sons, is proposing 
to construct 306 condominiums in five build-
ings off Wolf Road near the Milwaukee Avenue 
intersection. Simmerling Fence currently occu-
pies the 18-acre site. 

iSmith presented to the Village Board last 
eek a plan of the new development, he called 

Prairie Park, which shows the five condomin-
ium buildings surrounding a large pond. The 
two buildings on the south side of the develop-
ment are proposed to be five stories and the 
three north side buildings will be seven stories. 

The majority of the development's parking 
will be in the basements and first floors of the 
five buildings, although a parking lot is pro-
posed for the north side. Smith said he wanted 
each unit to have at least two parking spaces. 

"I learned from Park Point," he said, in re-
ferring to the parking. That development has 
only one spot for most of the units. 

A 9,000 square-foot pool house is also pro-
posed, which will include a deck overlooking 
the pond and a fitness facility for the residents. 

Smith also proposed a large entrance to 
Prairie Park, with a circular egress from Wolf 
Road and Wolf Court. A waterfall and gazebo 
are planed for the entrance along with lush 
landscaping. 

The unit sizes vary between one and two 
bedroom condominiums, and range from 1,100 
square feet to 2,100 square feet. Smith esti-
mated the starting price for purchase to be 
around $270,000. 

"I think they'll appeal to a broad market," 
Smith said. "I think this will attract some emp-
ty-nesters, but some professionals, too." 

Despite the number of units in the develop-
, ment, Smith said about 64 percent of the site 

will remain as open space. 
Smith first proposed the development to the 

Village Board in June 2001. After that meeting, 
he met with residents of Picardy Lane which 
abuts the site to the south. After those meet-

.ingsc  Smith and architects from Hirsch and As.-
sociat'eflif ChicagO',-  revised the plans to meet 
the residents' concerns. 

"We learned a lot from the community," 
(Continued on page 10) 

Trustees enter school space issue fray 
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By CASEY MOFFITT "You're saying we can't do anything.  
STAFF WRITER with District 21?" Argiris asked. "Ex- 

amine case law to see what other mu-
nicipalities have done. I can't believe 
no other municipality has tried to deal 
with this." — 

Board members agreed to stand "We are 'asking for a meeting be- 
with Wheeling residents in their fight tween the parents and the (Village) 
against the plan. Board to stand with one voice," Poul- 

sen said. Wheeling. Village Attorney James 
Rhodes is exploring legal options the 
Village Board may have in opposing 
the Wheeling Elementary School Dis- The Wheeling Village Board could 
triet 21 Board's plan Vralleviate crowd- not help but notice public resentment 
ing in Whitman Elementary School. over the School Board's decision to 

Trustee Dean Argiris asked Rhodes split Piper Lane students between two 
the Village Board had any legal schools, causing students to move be-

eans to oppose the School Beard's tween three other elementary schools.7 
plan. Rhodes said the. School Board- Residents parked, the Village. Board 
has authority_ over the Village Board chambers at an April 22 meeting to 
concerning, prhoOr.bouridariets, an an.: speak out against the- School-,,Board's 
fiver that did not satisfy. Argins.. ;.• .plarland askedtrustees•fer their help. does not. 

Stuart Shapiro, a member of the 
Wheeling Plan Con:unission who said 
he was speaking as a resident; 'asked 
Village president Greg Klatecki to 
meet with District 21 President Phil 
Pritzker to relay residents' sentiments 
about the plan. 

Klatecki, who is a teacher at Holmes 
Middle School, agteed to call Pritzker 
to relay residents! concerns-.  

Bob Poulsen, a parent of a Field Ele-
mentary • School student who repre-
sented a group of parents at the meet-
ing, said the School Board's solution 
was a short-term one and. left many 
unanswered - questions, • one of which 
included before, and after-school care 
provided.bY some District 21 schools 
and not others. Soine Field. students 
will be moved to Longfellow Elemen-
tary School. Field provides before- and 
after-school care, !while. ngfellow:.% Pritzker said _14 ficeiVed:a"-rall frm 
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Klatecki that very night and 
said the hour-long conversa-
tion was "spirited." 

"Greg and I have known 
each other a long time," 
Pritzker said. "It was a very 
good one-on-one discussion." 

Pritzker said Klatecki out-
lined what happened at the 
Village Board meeting and 
what the residents' concerns 
were about the plan. 

"I made the other (School 
Board) members aware of our 
conversation," Pritzker said. 
"I don't anticipate any change 
in the (School Board) vote. We 
always said we would listen 
and take any input from any-
one who has standing in the 
community." 

Trustees used the opportu-
nity at their meeting to de-
clare their opinions of the ac-
tions the District 21 Board has 
taken. Trustees said they were 
concerned with the number of 
upset residents and wanted to 
see more care taken by the 
School Board in its decision. 

"We need to explore all ave-
nues," said Trustee Robert 
Heer. "If not, it will only fes-
ter. As "'elected officials, we 
need Ito look out for the vil-
lage's interests." 

Argiris said he was dis-
mayed at the School Board's 

A eiva...-Erc - 5/21 zoo 
and forth to the police station 
and improve officer safety. "arrogance" after they 

"laughed at our resolution" 
passed March 18 encouraging 
the School Board to maintain 
ethnic diversity in Wheeling 
schools while addressing the 
space issue. 

Under the School Board's 
plan, 64 percent of Twain Ele-
mentary School students will 
be enrolled in the bilingual 
program. 

"I'm amazed District 21 
would allow such an educa-
tional disparity among its own 
schools," Trustee Patrick 
Horcher said, alluding to the 
fact that the district's east-
side schools outperform the 
west-side schools in standard-
ized tests. "The most impor-
tant thing is to educate these 
kids." 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said he believed the board 
should support the residents 
opposing the plan. 

"We need to let District 21 
know that we will put our full 
weight into protecting our 
schools," he said. 

Horcher, however, was 
much more cautious. 

"I think we should do what 
we can," he said. "It is danger-
ous for one board to interfere 
with another." 

Cops get grant 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Village 
Board approved a $53.8 mil-
lion budget for the fiscal 
year that began Wednesday 
that includes an aggressive 
capital improvements 
agenda. 

The new budget repre-
sents an 8.4 percent in-
crease in spending, while 
keeping the property tax 
levy at an increase of 3.4 
percent. Finance Director 
Michael Mondschain said 
without the increase in capi-
tal improvements, the total 
budget would have in-
creased by only 3.08 per-
cent. 

"That's pretty much keep-
ing up with the consumer 
price index," he said. "This 
budget represents the con-
tinuance of the fiscally con-
servative policies of the 
board. We're doing well fi-
nancially, and this budget 
continues that trend." 

Mondschain said he be-
lieved the new budget will 
add between $20 and $30 to 
the tax bill of a resident who 
owns a home valued at 
$200,000. 

Over $20 million has been 
budgeted for capital im-
provements, a 25.22 percent 
increase from last year. 

Some of those projects in-
clude $1 million for demol-
ishing flood-prone homes, 
$1 million in pavement im-
provements and $2.6 million 
for a water main replace-
ment project for the Dun-
hurst subdivision. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher 
said all the projects need to 
he completed this year. 

"They were important 20 
years ago," he said. "Now 
they're vital." 

Horcher said previous ad-
ministrations had elected to 
sit on many of the projects. 
Costs have increased, and 
the projects kept piling up, 
creating an urgency to work 
on the projects now, he said. 

Trustee Dean Argiris 
agreed that the budget is 
high, but he said the spend-
ing goes directly toward 
making Wheeling a better 
place. . 

"We're spending $20 mil-
lion in capital improve-
ments," he said. "But we're 
spending it to improve the 
village." 

The budget also includes 
$8.75 million for land acqui-
sition in the tax increment 
financing district, and $3 
million for streetscape im-
provements in the TIF dis-
trict. Horcher said the 
money has already been col- 

(Continued on page 11) 

Board cuts facility design 
fpnclfroiRyillage budget 

k 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The renovation of Village Hall and the con-
struction of a new Public Works facility on 
Hintz Road are on hold after the Village Board 
decided to eliminate $750,000 from the 
2002-2003 budget that would have been spent 
on design costs for the new facilities. 

Instead, the board wants to consider other 
options in trying to create more space for em-
ployees and departments. The decision last 
week means the Public Works facility will not 
move from Dundee Road, and plans already 
are in place to move the engineering depart-
ment and the water department from the Pub-
lic Works facility to a pumping station located 
on Old Willow Road. 

There was talk of moving the Public Works 
facility to a village-owned, 10-acre lot on Hintz 
Road the board purchased in 2000 for $1.35 
million. Trustees said they would rather see 
that lot developed commercially. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher said the space at 
the pump station is 'inderused. 

"The building has a computer, some pumps 
and pipes," he said. "But it's a big building. It's 
bigger than my house." 

Trustee Dean Argiris said it makes sense to 
move the water department to the pump sta-
tion building because most of the department's 
equipment is already there. 

"We've had that building for years, and I 
don't know why it took so long for that light 
bulb to go off," he said. "So we've freed space 
(for public works) right there." 

Argiris said the board should look at current 
village facilities and see how they can be used 
more efficiently. He also said he believed the  

lot on Hintz Road can be used for better pur-
poses. 

"I think we should develop Hintz Road and 
use it to make money for the village," he said. 
"I've been against (moving public works there) 
from day one." 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann said a recent in-
creased investment in new computers and 
computer systems could allow the village to 
eliminate staff as they leave. That, too, will 
create more space at the two facilities. 

"Looking to the future, as people retire or 
leave the village, we can redefine some of 
these jobs," he said. "We've invested a lot in 
technology, and I think it's time that it start to 
pay off for us. People can work more effi-
ciently, and we can consolidate some work." 

Trustee Michael Horcher agreed. With Vil-
lage Attorney James Rhodes retiring, Horcher 
said there is debate among board members 
whether to replace him or hire an outside legal 
firm. 

"We don't know what's going to happen," 
Horcher said. "I think (the budget cut) is a 
good idea until we have a better idea on what 
we're going to have for space." 

Lehmann said he was glad to see the 
$750,000 cut from the budget. 

"I don't think we're under a space crunch," 
he said. "I'd rather see us solve some other 
problems first." 

Not all trustees agree that there is no space 
crunch at Village Hall. 

"They are in desperate need of space," Trus-
tee Robert Heer said. "The conditions are far 
from adequate." 

However, Heer did agree that cutting the 
$750,000 was a good decision because of the ag-

(Continued on page 13) 
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gressive capital improvements 
program in the budget. 

"Is (Village Hall space) a 
number-one priority for the 
residents?" he asked. "I think 
water and sewer is more im-
portant to them than putting 
up a multimillion-dollar build-
ing." 

Trustee Judy Abruscato 
said eliminating the $750,000 
from the budget does not 
mean the new facilities are 
dead. 

"If it comes to big money, 
we can bond it out, especially 
with interest rates so low," she 
said. "Now that money isn't 
tied up in one item." 

Village President Greg Kla-
tecki said he will reserve his 
thoughts on space needs until 
the board looks at the space 
study at the board's workshop 
meeting May 6. 

PooN S 1212-cc. 
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lected and is held in a sepa-
rate fund. 

Horcher met with Monds-
chain and Acting Village Man-
ager James Grabowski a few 
days before the budget was 
passed to see what could be 
cut from the spending plan. In 
total, about $1.3 million in 
cuts were identified in that 
meeting. Those cuts included 
$750,000 for plans to expand 
and improve village facilities, 
$250,000 for a uniform fence 
on Dundee Road and $120,000 
for design costs for a 2004 
water main replacement proj-
ect. 

The water main designs will 
be done by new in-house engi-
neers to be hired this year. 
Horcher said the new engi-
neers will help in saving 
money in future design costs 
as well. The village also plans 
to hire one more police officer 
and three more firefighter/ 
paramedics. 

The village expects to col-
lect $7.6 million in property 
taxes, representing 23.05 per-
cent of all revenues. The vil-
lage also expects to collect 
14.5 percent more in sales 
taxes next year. Mondschain 
said that increase is mainly 
due to a sales tax increase 
from .05 percent to .075 per-
cent, which took effect Jan. 1. 

from page 7 

The village is also imple-
menting new taxes this year, 
including a 5 percent hotel/ 
motel tax, a 1 percent use tax 
on both electricity and natural 
gas, ambulance fees and 
higher water turn-on fees that 
are levied when a resident 
does not pay a water bill. 
These new taxes are expected 
to generate $628,000. 

The village will also dip into 
its reserve funds to balance 
the budget. After cuts were 
made at the last minute, the 
village will use about $2.5 mil-
lion in reserve funds. That 
still leaves the village with 
$14.4 million in reserve funds. 

The Village ' Board passed 
the hotel/motel tax and the 
new water turn-on fees at its 
April 22 meeting. The ambu-
lance fees and utility use tax 
will be passed later this spring 
or this summer. 

Trustees and village offi-
cials say they like the budget, 
mainly because of the fact so 
much will be done in capital 
improvements, while keeping 
property tax hikes to a min-
imum. 

"I'm very conscious of 
that," Horcher said. "Any-
thing that affects me, too, I try 
to be responsible about it." 



Department head 
search cut by two 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

James Grabowski, Wheel-
ing's acting village manager, 
appointed two new depart-
ment heads last week, filling 
important holes at Village 
Hall. 

Grabowski promoted two 
people to the positions of pub-
lic works director and commu-
nity development director. 
Guy Kolberg was named pub-
lic works director April 22, 
and Daniel Ozanich was ap-
pointed community develop-
ment director April 24. Both 
men were acting heads for 
their respective departments. 

Kolberg has been acting 
public works director since 
November, when Robert Gray 
retired. Kolberg has been em-
ployed by the village for the 
past two years as capital proj-
ects manager. In that position, 
he managed projects like the 
construction of the Wheeling 
Drainage Ditch diversion 
channel, the village's water 
main replacement program, 
the street light improvement 
program and the annual pave-
ment improvement program. 

Grabowski said Kolberg will 
"continue the tradition of 
being attentive to community 
needs that have come to typify 
public works' services." 

Before joining the village, 
Kolberg was the assistant city 
engineer for the city of Sun 
Prairie, Wis. Kolberg holds 
master's degrees in public ad-
ministration from Governor's 
State University and in proj-
ect management from the Kel-
ler School of Management. He 
also holds an undergraduate 
degree in engineering tech-
nology. 

Ozanich has been acting 
community development di- 
rector since October, when Mi- 
chael Klitzke left to take a job 
with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. He also 
was the village's building di-
rector and has been employed 
with Wheeling since 1988. 

Ozanich will be responsible 
for functions that include 
building inspections, planing, 
permits, property mainte-
nance, code compliance and 
appearance issues. 

"Dan Ozanich brings a 

broad range of experience and 
training to the position," Gra-
bowski said. "His familiarity 
with village procedures en-
sures an orderly transition." 

Ozanich is a 1977 graduate 
of the University of Illinois-
Chicago and has extensive ex-
perience in private-sector en-
terprises in the areas of manu-
facturing, construction, 
engineering and architectural 
design. He is a Navy veteran 
and served in the Vietnam 
War. 

The village is still searching 
for a village manager and a 
manager for the Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport. Grabowski 
said both searches are pro-
gressing. 

Trustees met with represen-
tatives from the PAR Group, 
the firm hired to find candi-
dates for village manager, 
March 26 to develop a candi-
date profile. Grabowski said 
PAR representatives also met 
with village department heads 
to help put the profile to-
gether. 

Grabowski said advertise-
ments for the empty village 
manager position began run-
ning last week. PAR stated in 
its request for proposal that it 
can find candidates for the vil-
lage manager in 90 days. 

Former village manager 
Craig Anderson was asked to 
leave his post by trustees in 
February after serving for 14 
years. 

The search for an airport 
manager is further behind. 
Wheeling officials and Pros-
pect Heights officials are 
working together to find a 
new manager. A search com-
mittee has been formed, 
which includes two Wheeling 
representatives, two Prospect 
Heights representatives, as 
well as representatives from 
the Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port Commission. Prospect 
Heights had just named its 
representatives to the commit-
tee in the last few weeks. 

Airport manager Fred Stew-
art was put on administrative 
leave Dec. 15 until his official 
retirement Feb. 1. Dennis 
Rouleau, the assistant man-
ager, has been the acting air-
port manager since Stewart's 
departure. 
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Board needs 
to back off 

A s a governmental entity, the 
Wheeling Village Board should 
not get involved in the 
controversy erupting in 

Wheeling Elementary School District 
21. 

It is fine if individual board 
members — as private citizens — want 
to voice their opinions about their 
local school district. But by law and 
out of respect for those people elected 
to govern the school district, the 
Village Board should not meddle in 
school affairs. 

And meddling is exactly what 
village trustees are doing when they 
weigh in with insults and criticisms 
about student overcrowding. Some 
trustees gave their opinions about 
District 21's dilemma at their meeting 
last week. They reacted to parents who 
attended the meeting to express their 
frustration with the school district. 

Village President Greg Klatecki, 
who teaches in District 21 and who 
knows School Board President Phil 
Pritzker, acted appropriately when he 
told the parents he would talk to 
Pritzker about their concerns. 

Trustee Dean Argiris, however, 
acted inappropriately when he called 
the School Board "arrogant" and told 
Village Attorney James Rhodes to 
explore what the village can do about 
the proposal to move students around 
to make room at overcrowded 
Whitman Elementary School. 

Argiris has a right to share his 
concerns with the School Board as a 
private citizen and a District 21 
taxpayer. But if he wants to make a 
difference in how the school district 
operates, he should have run for a seat 
on the School Board, not the Village 
Board. 

School boards, according to the 
Illinois State Board of Education, have 
the legal authority to set boundaries 
and decide what is best for school 
children. Short of filing a civil lawsuit 
or becoming a party to a suit filed by 
parents, the Village Board has no legal 
power to decide school boundaries or 
how children are educated. 

District 21's space crunch is a 
complex, emotional issue best handled 
by those people who have direct 
control over and responsibility for the 
situation. By joining the fray, the 
Village Board only furthers the 
rhetoric and builds false hopes in 
parents that they may somehow 
benefit from village involvement. 

By joining 
the fray, 
the Village 
Board only 
furthers 
the rheto-
ric ... 
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Elk Grove Village Mayor Craig Johnson said about 2,400 signs funded by the Suburban O'Hare Commission will 
be posted in village front lawns starting today. Signs will be placed in other communities represented by the 
anti-expansion group as soon as they are ready. 
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Airport: 
Residents 
will have 
signs to post 
Continued from Page 1 

expansion. 
But Johnson's phone calls have 

generated the most controversy. 
Palatine Mayor Rita Mullins was so 

angry, she made a motion to censure 
him during Tuesday night's North-
west Municipal Conference meeting 
to send a message that he has over-
stepped his bounds. 

Johnson was not at the meeting. 
The other mayors shied away from 

the idea, however, and the motion 
died. 

"It's about civility between mayor 
to mayor," Mullins said. "To come 
into another municipality,' contact 
citizens and say disparaging things 
about their mayors is unaccept-
able." 

Hanover Park Mayor Iry Bock 
declined to comment Wednesday. 

But Johnson said Mullins and Bock 
should have contacted him before 
publicly supporting O'Hare expan-
sion along with 30 other suburban 
mayors in February 

"So, it's OK for her to devastate and 
destroy our community, but I can't  

call her on it?" Johnson asked. 
A bill mirroring the Daley-Ryan 

plan, which calls for the demolition 
of hundreds of homes and busi-
nesses in Bensenville, Des Plaines 
and a few in Elk Grove Village, could 
come for a vote in the Senate this 
month. Fitzgerald has vowed a fili-
buster. A planned "ring road"  

creating a western bypass would 
mean the loss of even more Elk 
Grove Village businesses, Johnson 
said. 

Elk Grove Village Public Works 
Department employees will be on 
the clock as they begin putting out 
the new blue signs this morning. 

Using village employees is appro.-,  

priate, Johnson said. 
"We're just pushing, supporting 

and showing village policy" he said. 
The Suburban O'Hare Commis-

sion, which represents nine suburbs, 
Maine and Elk Grove townships and 
DuPage County, is funded through 
municipal dues and private dona-
tions. 



MIKE SEELING/DAILY HERALD 

Airplanes at small airports might park closely to low perimeter fences, such as this, one at Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport. 

S ace fixes will wait for a n( #2,z., 
By CASEY MOFFITT Village Hall was built in 1972, when I'd like to see (planning for n 

STAFF WRITER Wheeling's population was around struction) put on hold." 
14,000. Today, the population is near- Trustee Trevor Lehmann a] 
ing 35,000, and the number of village he would rather look at existin 
staff members has increased 18 per- and whether adjustments can L 
cent over just the past six years. with current facilities. 

Current and future development "I keep seeing in this repor 
also is expected to attract more retir- use of space,' " he said. "I th 
ees, who will most likely want to take should look at our space now 
advantage of services at the senior what we can with the space we 1 
center. All of these factors point to a But some trustees, especial] 
need for more space, the consultants looking at photographs FGM 
said. employee work areas, said the 

Village Board members, however, desperately needs more space. 
are not eager to start new construc- "I looked at these photc 
tion. Some questioned the logic of thought, 'How upsetting it is t 
going into debt to build and suggested here,' " Trustee Judy Abruscal 

"The buildings were built to meet the new village manager see how "Common sense tells you ther€ 
the needs of a smaller population," existing space can be better utilized. enough room." 
Benbom said. "Expansion needs to "We have new management coming Trustee Robert Heer said emi 
take place for day-to-day operations to in," Trustee Michael Horcher said. "I'd could better meet the needs 
run efficiently." like to see what management needs. dents if their work environme.  

Despite a consultant's opinion that 
Wheeling village employees need 
more space to effectively do their jobs, 
Wheeling trustees said any plan to im-
prove working conditions will have to 
wait until a new village manager is 
hired. 

The village hired FGM Architects to 
study the space at Village Hall, the 
public works building and the Pavilion 
Senior Center. FGM's Cristina Ben-
born said employees need more space 
at all three facilities. 

Charter 
flights: 
No lines, 

• 

no security 
Convenience 

comes at a price 

BY ROBERT MCCOPPIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Since Sept. 11, charter airlines have 
made it a point to emphasize an 
advantage over commercial airlines: 
no long waits for security checks. 

"When you charter there are no 
lines, no inspections, no security 
concerns and no hassles,"  
announces the Web site for Elliott 
Aviation, of Moline, one of the Mid-
west's largest charter operators. 

Another charter service, Share-A-
Flight, also has said that the lack of 
security screening makes it quicker 
and more convenient. 

But security experts and lawmak-
ers are questioning whether this is a 
potentially deadly loophole in the 
nation's aviation security. 

"On-demand service doesn't get 
any scrutiny," said attorney Mary 
Schiavo, former inspector general for 
the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion. 

She said there have been cases in 
which passengers tried to take over 
such flights. 

"It's a problem, but nobody 
focuses on it because they (terrorists) 
haven't used that yet to do something 
horrible with major loss of life," she 
said. 

Since the terrorist hijackings of 
four airline flights on Sept. 11 last 
year, federal regulators have focused 
on security for commercial airlines, 
said Dierdre O'Sullivan, a spokes-
woman for the U.S. Transportation 
Security Administration. 

Now, she said, federal regulators 
are considering whether to tighten 
security requirements for charters, 
air taxis, and other "on-demand" 
flights. 

Sen. Dick Durbin was one of the 
first lawmakers to raise the concern 
last fall, when he worried hijackers 
might take over a charter flight. 

Last week, Sen. Herb Kohl of Wis-
consin raised the issue at a hearing 
with U.S. Transportation Secretary 
Norm Mineta, asking what would 
prevent takeover of a chartered 
plane, some of which are as large as a 
Boeing 757, and could cause as much 
damage as on Sept. 11. 

Mineta said there should be differ-
ent regulations for small and large 
aircraft, but added, "When we take a 
look at charters, it, to me, should not 
be that much different from sched-
uled service." 

In general, charter services are not 
required to screen passengers or lug-
gage, as are airlines, unless the 
charter flight goes into a "sterile" area 
of a commercial airport, such as the 
gates behind the screening check- 

point. 
But most charters, like Share-A-

Flight at Midway, operate out of a 
separate hangar at the airport, and 
board passengers there without a 
screening checkpoint. 

Charter companies can leave with-
out screening at Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport in Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights, or DuPage Airport 
in West Chicago, and land at Midway 
and avoid screening, but if they were 
to use a gate at another commercial 
airport like Mitchell Field in Milwau-
kee, would then be required to go 
through screening when they got off 
the plane. 

At that point, Kohl said, "Obviously, 
then it's too late." 

The Aviation and Transportation 
Security Act passed by Congress last 
fall called for the Federal Aviation 
Administration to institute screening 
for charter passengers. 

The FAA has since proposed crim-
inal background checks for charter 

. pilots and controlled access to cock-
pits, but security screening is still 
under review. 

Charter businesses point out 
they've had a good safety record, and 
they share several key differences 
from airlines. 

Jacqueline Rosser, of the National 
Air Transport Association, differenti-
ated between small charters, such as 
corporate jets and air ambulances, 
and larger planes. 

Small charters, she said, generally 
carry members of one company 
whom charter officials know and 
who know each other, and may have 
their own flight crew. 

They often use small jets that carry 
only four passengers, and do not 
make the same high-profile target as 
airlines., 

Charter planes often fly to airports 
like Palwaukee and DuPage, that are 
farther from terrorist targets in city 
centers than are commercial air-
ports. 

Other charters, in contrast, like  

casino junkets, operate large jets like 
the Boeing 747, and go into major 
commercial airports. 

Then there are gray areas for 
medium-sized charters that offer ser-
vices similar to airline flights. 

Share-A-Flight, for instance, aims 
to offer the convenience and luxury 
of a charter with the affordability of 
an airline ticket. 

The company notes seating will be 
open to the public, so other passen-
gers will also be on board. You tell 
them when and where you want to 
go, and they try to find other passen-
gers to fill the flight. 

In March, Share-A-Flight started 
offering scheduled service between 
Midway and Mid-America Airport 
near St. Louis. 

Marketing Director Gregg Golden 
said Share-A-Flight is allowed a lim-
ited number of scheduled flights, 
even though it's considered a charter 
service. 

Company officials hope to expand 
scheduled service, possibly using 
other companies' aircraft to stay 
within the charter designation, and 
hope to offer larger 8-seat airplanes. 

Business for Share-A-Flight has 
increased since Sept. 11. Despite  

some recent drop-off after an initial 
surge of interest, on-demand flight 
bookings have increased about 15 
percent since last year, the National 
Air Transport Association reported. 

Golden said Share-A-Flight has 
security wands available, follows all 
regulations, and will follow any 
required changes. 

"Obviously, you make a valid point 
about being concerned in this day 
and age, but we're going to work with 
the FAA to make every flight as safe as 
possible," Golden said. 

Even if the government requires 
tighter security, it may be difficult for 
the charter industry to comply. 

It would be a massive and expen-
sive undertaking to require screening 
at thousands of general aviation air-
ports, or to require flights to go 
through a few "portal" airports for 
screening. 

But critics like Kohl said even a 
$200 metal detecting wand would 
provide more security than there 
often is now. 

"I'll be hopeful that sometime in 
the very near future," he said, "I can 
get just a reasonable response to 
what I think is a clear and present 
danger." 
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Space fixes will wait for a new manager 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Despite a consultant's opinion that 
Wheeling village employees need 
more space to effectively do their jobs, 
Wheeling trustees said any plan to im-
prove working conditions will have to 
wait until a new village manager is 
hired. 

The village hired FGM Architects to 
study the space at Village Hall, the 
public works building and the Pavilion 
Senior Center. FGM's Cristina Ben-
born said employees need more space 
at all three facilities. 

"The buildings were built to meet 
the needs of a smaller population," 
Benbom said. "Expansion needs to 
take place for day-to-day operations to 
run efficiently." 

Village Hall was built in 1972, when 
Wheeling's population was around 
14,000. Today, the population is near-
ing 35,000, and the number of village 
staff members has increased 18 per-
cent over just the past six years. 

Current and future development 
also is expected to attract more retir-
ees, who will most likely want to take 
advantage of services at the senior 
center. All of these factors point to a 
need for more space, the consultants 
said. 

Village Board members, however, 
are not eager to start new construc-
tion. Some questioned the logic of 
going into debt to build and suggested 
the new village manager see how 
existing space can be better utilized. 

"We have new management coming 
in," Trustee Michael Horcher said. "I'd 
like to see what management needs.  

I'd like to see (planning for new con-
struction) put on hold." 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann also said 
he would rather look at existing space 
and whether adjustments can be made 
with current facilities. 

"I keep seeing in this report, `poor 
use of space,' " he said. "I think we 
should look at our space now and do 
what we can with the space we have." 

But some trustees, especially after 
looking at photographs FGM took of 
employee work areas, said the village 
desperately needs more space. 

"I looked at these photos and 
thought, 'How upsetting it is to work 
here,' " Trustee Judy Abruscato said. 
"Common sense tells you there is not 
enough room." 

Trustee Robert Heer said employees 
could better meet the needs of resi-
dents if their work environment was  

enhanced. 
"We preach we want the residents to 

have the best services possible," he 
said. "Well, it starts right here, at 255 
W. Dundee Road. If we don't have the 
space, we can't give them what they 
need." 

FGM estimated it would cost the vil-
lage $16.5 million to build a new public 
works facility, renovate Village Hall 
and the senior center, and transform 
the existing public works fe,..lity into 
viable work space for other depart-
ments. A new public works building 
alone could cost as much as $12.5 mil-
lion. 

Trustees have discussed building a 
new public works facility on a lot on 
Hintz Road the village purchased in 
2000. However, some trustees say they 
would rather develop that land com-
mercially to generate more tax dollars. 
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District 21 is instituting this boundary change to alleviate crowding at Whitman 
Elementary, which has more than 800 students this year. 

LAKE-COOK RD. II  

Longfellow School 

DUNDEE RD. 

01;3 Ir 

Tarkington School 

r2 HINTZ RD.  

Avain School 

PALATINE RD. 

Wheeling 

Whitman School Gains 
three classrooms, music 
room and an art room 

1. Around 170 bilingual students, who currently attend Whitman Elementary School 
and live in the 500, 600 and 700 buildings on Piper Lane in Prospect Heights, will 
attend Twain Elementary School.  
2. Around 150 students who currently attend Twain Elementary School and live 
north of Dundee Road and South of Lake Cook Road between Wolf Road and 
Industrial Drive will attend Field Elementary School. Middle School students in this 
area, who currently attend Holmes Middle School, will be reassigned to London 
Middle School. 

3. Around 90 students, who currently attend Twain Elementary School and live west 
of Route 83 and south of Dundee Road, will attend Tarkington Elementary School 
next year. 

4. Around 150 students, who currently attend Field Elementary School and live 
north of Route 83 in the Cedar Run, Brook Vale and Lexington complexes, will attend 
Longfellow Elementary School. Middle School students in this area, who currently 
attend London Middle School, will be reassigned to Cooper Middle School. 
Source: Daily Herald reporting DAILY HERALD 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling officials are con-
sidering changes to the vil-
lage's home day-care ordi-
nance that will allow residents 
to continue to provide safe 
and quality care while main-
taining the character of resi-
dential neighborhoods. 

The Plan Commission 
began discussion on the issue 
April 25 and will address the 
topic again during a workshop 
session with day-care experts. 

"We're all in favor of the 
practice (of home day care)," 
said Ken Brady, Plan Com-
mission chairman. "The ques-
tion is, where do we draw the 
line where it's not affecting 
the quality of life in our neigh-
borhoods?" 

How many children should 
be allowed in a single home 
day-care setting is a primary 
focus of the debate. According 
to current village law, a home 
provider can care for no more 
than 12 children, the maxi-
mum number recommended 
by the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services. 

The current discussion 
stems from a Village Board 
decision last month that re-
duced the number of children 
home day-care provider 
Lynda Claver could care for to 
eight from 12. The board 
voted to reduce the number of 
children after Claver moved to 
a larger house and had to re-
apply for the special-use per-
mit needed to run her busi-
ness. The board followed a 
Plan Commission recommen-
dation out of concerns about 
the impact on the neighbor-
hood. 

Plan commissioners asked 
the Village Board if they could 
examine the current ordi-
nance' after the Claver case. 
The board agreed, giving the 
Plan Commission its blessing 
to begin the review. 

Linda Waycie, of Children's 
Home and Aid Society, and 
Iris Kaitschuck, of the Illinois 
Association for Family Child 
Care, spoke before the Plan 
Commission at its last meet-
ing. Kaitschuck also is a home 
day-care provider. 

Waycie outlined some of the 
benefits of home day care, cit-
ing research that suggests 
children enrolled in "enriched 
childhood programs" are more 
likely to finish school, stay off 
welfare and less likely to com-
mit crimes. 

• Day care 
Continued from page 8 

Waycie also argued that 
home settings can be more 
beneficial for children than in- 
stitutional care because of 
smaller group sizes where the 
children receive more one-on-
one attention. She also said 
the home settings are typi-
cally more affordable. 

"You need to make a deci-
sion," Waycie told the com-
mission. "You need to offer 
choices with quality child 
care." 

Kaitschuck said a more re-
strictive home day-care ordi-
nance may tempt more home 
providers to skirt the ordi-
nance and run their busi-
nesses without a local license. 
She said it is dangerous when 
home care providers go "un-
derground." 

"If they go underground, 
the fire department and the 
police department won't find 
them," Kaitschuck said. 
"Then what will happen to the 
quality of care?" 

Brady said the village 
shares the same concerns. But 
he added that officials also 
have to weigh those concerns 
against the neighborhood im-
pact. 

"It's our job to worry about 
Wheeling and what happens 
in this village," he said. "All 
the things you're concerned 
about, we're concerned about 
— quality of care, health and 
safety of the children. We're 
also looking at what we have 
to offer in our homes and 
neighborhoods." 

Commissioner Terry Steilen 
asked the two women to ap-
pear before the Plan Commis-
sion again with more informa-
tion as to what surrounding 
communities allow in their 
home day-care ordinances. 
The Plan Commission set a 
tentative date of June 13 to 
continue the hearing. 

bnets 

Join July 4 parade 
as marcher, volunteer 

The Wheeling Special Events 
Committee is seeking volunteers for 
its Fourth of July celebration. Anyone 
who can help with the games and to 
work along the parade for even an 
hour is being asked to call Wheeling 
Trustee Judy Abruscato, (847) 459-
2666, Ext. 4107. Those interested in 
seeing their name or the name of 
their business in print can become a 
"partner" of the Wheeling Fourth of 
July celebration for a donation of $25 
or more. Mail checks made out to the 
Wheeling Special Events Committee, 
Trustee Judy Abruscato, 255 W 
Dundee Road, Wheeling, Ill., 60090. 
Also, the parade continues to grow, 
and the village is accepting new addi-
tions. Neighborhood groups or 
businesses interested in joining the 
march should call Randy Klocke, 
(847) 537-0574. 

Dist. 21: Letter upsets parents 
Continued flora ftzge 1 

will be or when it will be," Harrison 
said Wednesday. "If there was sig-
nificant growth, some sort of 
(boundary) movement would be 
considered, along with other 
options." 

Although Whitman will have 
more room next fall, the school will 
still have more than 600 students. 

Some parents said the boundary 
change, which will uproot more 
than 500 students and affect five 
elementary schools and  turn midell. 

Parents who protested the 
boundary changes Tuesday alsc 
were upset that DesCarpentrie sen 
letters to parents of Whitma 
Twain, Field, Tarkington a 
Longfellow students inform' 
them of the boundary chan 
even though the board will not 
cially vote on the measure until 
16. 

DesCarpentrie said he was s 
following orders. 

"The board told us to 
implementing plans and tha 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling officials are con-
sidering changes to the vil-
lage's home day-care ordi-
nance that will allow residents 
to continue to provide safe 
and quality care while main-
taining the character of resi-
dential neighborhoods. 

The Plan Commission 
began discussion on the issue 
April 25 and will address the 
topic again during a workshop 
session with day-care experts. 

"We're all in favor of the 
practice (of home day care)," 
said Ken Brady, Plan Com-
mission chairman. "The ques-
tion is, where do we draw the 
line where it's not affecting 
the quality of life in our neigh-
borhoods?" 

How many children should 
be allowed in a single home 
day-care setting is a primary 
focus of the debate. According 
to current village law, a home 
provider can care for no more 
than 12 children, the maxi-
mum number recommended 
by the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services. 

The current discussion 
stems from a Village Board 
decision last month that re-
duced the number of children 
home day-care provider 
Lynda Claver could care for to 
eight from 12. The board 
voted to reduce the number of 
children after Claver moved to 
a larger house and had to re-
apply for the special-use per-
mit needed to run her busi-
ness. The board followed a 
Plan Commission recommen-
dation out of concerns about 
the impact on the neighbor-
hood. 

Plan commissioners asked 
the Village Board if they could 
examine the current ordi-
nance' after the Claver case. 
The board agreed, giving the 
Plan Commission its blessing 
to begin the review. 

Linda Waycie, of Children's 
Home and Aid Society, and 
Iris Kaitschuck, of the Illinois 
Association for Family Child 
Care, spoke before the Plan 
Commission at its last meet-
ing. Kaitschuck also is a home 
day-care provider. 

Waycie outlined some of the 
benefits of home day care, cit-
ing research that suggests 
children enrolled in "enriched 
childhood programs" are more 
likely to finish school, stay off 
welfare and less likely to com-
mit crimes. 
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• Day care 
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Waycie also argued that 
home settings can be more 
beneficial for children than in-
stitutional care because of 
smaller group sizes where the 
children receive more one-on-
one attention. She also said 
the home settings are typi-
cally more affordable. 

"You need to make a deci-
sion," Waycie told the com-
mission. "You need to offer 
choices with quality child 
care." 

Kaitschuck said a more re-
strictive home day-care ordi-
nance may tempt more home 
providers to skirt the ordi-
nance and run their busi-
nesses without a local license. 
She said it is dangerous when 
home care providers go "un-
derground." 

"If they go underground, 
the fire department and the 
police department won't find 
them," Kaitschuck said. 
"Then what will happen to the 
quality of care?" 

Brady said the village 
shares the same concerns. But 
he added that officials also 
have to weigh those concerns 
against the neighborhood im-
pact. 

"It's our job to worry about 
Wheeling and what happens 
in this village," he said. "All 
the things you're concerned 
about, we're concerned about 
— quality of care, health and 
safety of the children. We're 
also looking at what we have 
to offer in our homes and 
neighborhoods." 

Commissioner Terry Steilen 
asked the two women to ap-
pear before the Plan Commis-
sion again with more informa-
tion as to what surrounding 
communities allow in their 
home day-care ordinances. 
The Plan Commission set a 
tentative date of June 13 to 
continue the hearing. 
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The bnefs 
Join July 4 parade 
as marcher, volunteer 

The Wheeling Special Events 
Committee is seeking volunteers for 
its Fourth of July celebration. Anyone 
who can help with the games and to 
work along the parade for even an 
hour is being asked to call Wheeling 
Trustee Judy Abruscato, (847) 459-
2666, Ext. 4107. Those interested in 
seeing their name or the name of 
their business in print can become a 
"partner" of the Wheeling Fourth of 
July celebration for a donation of $25 
or more. Mail checks made out to the 
Wheeling Special Events Committee, 
Trustee Judy Abruscato, 255 W. 
Dundee Road, Wheeling, Ill., 60090. 
Also, the parade continues to grow, 
and the village is accepting new addi-
tions. Neighborhood groups or 
businesses interested in joining the 
march should call Randy Klocke, 
(847) 537-0574. 

'A 5" 8 `& o- . 
n EL  ci 0 ili ‘< Es 1,4 fi,2  •__. 5 a  FAr e.....6.). co py 

 

5 r, 6' ncit  
go o 0 , 

a. 0
„R , 

c;, (.„o
,,, 

 •-..ni.,.) C,A 
, 
sr  

al a ai  a 44 lc; aye' 91 
O t, 1:0.   

r:L CD . • C./3 cl  CD E 6 
• •••1• (1) C • '-,, CD .,..t 0 

21" '̀ F . ''' 5  g' 0- o a= a. C'D 
.._, 0 0 p cr 0 

0 CD a, . o r,,, rE, 
,zsg 5.< e. 0 t'D p. p. 

‹• amootn,73 0 p, .... 
f., 0.0 :-011.0 0 2_, g. 0  g,, 

n $ cD ra. p ci) 
50 Po ...r") . • cr 0 0 

sr 00:2, 

rowding at Whitman 

Ian School Gains 
iassrooms, music 
and an art room 

0 

'Um 

lementary School 
will 

g 8V-4§ ,$,. c:)0 „, ,.., r* cv 
0.0 a e8eD NeDlx 
'6,v' 791- Egg--HI 
4Jrz. , 02. g,8-53  
04 ,,,0 rj,„,

4
ogo

0.  

-,.., g 
a. w; _. p g. D  gi:pla• 

U litz-81 cltre-, 

CIO (1) a (I)  crCL.  
R g (ill 0 .. 2 
o-  im r0  6 o i cm g E. 
Vc?, a 7 8 9-  Er T CD 

to 

O 

2- 64M°' 6'54 E°1 
g.,1 FDig gm  ?, 

OCI a. cp 0 co  0f 
alwa tt, &rt,  

gl P, ts. m, cn 
(1) p-A) (.1) (9 cr 

co d (1, Fir 0 C4 CD • • CD
°  0 g••5-- • o,, 0 00 p- 0  NJ 

gs.9.,,, REciFA 
r) EY' co 

re A)  
ca. g,G- qg r, 

;r1  
- 4 T9.xl 5 7 5 

0" 'a E., F P ci,  PI' cr o g. 

a
F5 =t4a0 g 0-g.:@- 00 g4  

mpl,Paggp ria_d,„ 5_, $.- C2 CA V .e  
rs_,. E cri .„4o . 

•...=., a a- '-'< g4 a g 5  •r* 5! 
gaRe. Naci, 5s, ..g, 
g a4 I 4,lepcPQ-2  6I" 
r7 5' (4 • aux • ,,:sr 

c,, CD 5 u) CD 0 CD > • C6 
0 0-  r° g al e, al. CD

•CCrEl  
o ,,,-,

Er
•re a 
P 

9 8 vt 'Fle'5=0.9,-'7 " ("D • CZ) 7 rD  yu  ,-t 60 12., 

g 5. 0; c',. 4 t,8 1:4 gg 
CCD rgt, 0 FiS4SD 9`<':`C 

• 

O 

t= 
CY 
O 

cZmi 
Ph) 

cl• g, cc cnr fa. 8 9 pg .. F. 

g . 9_0 5., .„,, u., • •.: CD ..i  " -h°'  rCj  g. r4  4 
f:L. r# d: 0 CD _ • o R 

sr'g ,t,  
-, :11)  

° ri5. E a, ;2 g . 
dam   

P' 1, ti OP 1:1.  rDi )
n0 

g ncarSa 8r0 0.  m 
°lam o 

ff' 
U

."4 Crq 
n °' k el 

CD 6  0.. 

1,5"..§  
F4 

g • eD ca. 
0 z CA r _, riE   -,, 0 

ki ihi tea?; 
Z o e  

5-',:, CD 

cr a. a 

§l" 
- .̀2' 8 gg 

CD • l'gr• 5.aq 

-Amls alp Jo
to aip uo 2uplodar aiotu 2up

alam uots -Inaial pue stadedsmauAgmmou4 
ol 2trfpuetuap 

popadiamsup-pue -
uotisanb atp Butirtp apualpne 

alp wag ascu lima% 
`Apuaaar itravk I tunioj sMau R td 

aldijiS duo saop 
ataip 'daps 01 

1.1 (Cum os 1144  



co -• • -• -n^c" 

D 5 X1242-C (
• 

Wheeling sees new housing as boon to village's appearance 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The blighted image of Wheeling 
that motorists first see when heading 
into town on Milwaukee Avenue 
could finally be changing. 

After 11/2  years of delay, the Wheel-
ing village board Monday will 
consider final approval for the Kim-
ball Hill Homes housing 
development proposed for the 
former Wheeling Nursery property. 

The plan to build 240 homes as a 
mixed condominium and town-
house subdivision has bounced back  

and forth between the village board 
and the plan commission since 
October 2000. 

Yet the final design of the proposed 
Astor Place received its thumbs-up 
from the plan commission last 
month with none of the stumbling 
blocks the plans initially suffered. 

Wheeling leaders once wanted 
more commercial development on 
the 25-acre site along Milwaukee 
Avenue, and then problems with 
sewer lines held up the housing pro-
ject. 

Now members of the village board 
said they're excited the project could  

begin at last. 
"You're coming into our town 

going north and what did you see 
before? Nothing," Trustee Dean 
Argiris said. "There are the used car 
lots and the lots for sale. Now you're 
going to see a brand new develop-
ment going in there, and that's going 
to revitalize the area tremendously." 

The village's requirement that Kim-
ball Hill run sewer lines south of the 
development — instead of north as 
proposed — caused the biggest 
delays for the project last year, but 
leaves room for future development 
toward Milwaukee Avenue and Lake  

Cook Road, city officials said. 
Kimball Hill has been able to 

acquire the land rights to build the 
sanitary sewer lines, and officials 
have grown satisfied with 2.5 acres 
set aside for commercial use in the 
housing development. 

Now the only hitch to the project 
should be a traffic-signal study. 

As a condition of approval, the 
plan commission recommended 
that the developer be required to find 
by the end of the year whether an 
increase in traffic will make a new 
traffic light necessary at Manchester 
Drive and Milwaukee Avenue. 

If the project goes through, the 
new housing, which would range in 
price from $175,000 to $245,000, 
should make Wheeling more attrac-
tive for new businesses. 

"They'll draw the big circle around 
the village and say, 'What is the 
household median income here,' and 
the new demographics will help drive 
upscale retailers to consider locating 
here," Acting Village Manager James 
Grabowski said. "It helps improve the 
economics of the village." 

Monday's village board meeting is 
at 7:30 p.m. at the village hall, 333W. 
Dundee Road. 
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Complaint: Bilingual program in question 

Ift12-191-0 51"-f-i24( 

Segregation 
complaint filed 
against Dist. 21 
BY CORRIE CUTRER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A parent in Wheeling Township 
Elementary District 21 has filed a dis-
criminatory complaint against the 
school board for its proposed 
boundary change, which she claims 
will segregate students at Twain Ele-
mentary School in Wheeling. 

Twain parent Wendy Griffin regis-
tered the complaint Friday with the 
U.S. Department of Education's civil 
rights office, alleging that the board's 
decision to transfer 170 bilingual stu-
dents to Twain next fall will create a 
school predominately made up of 
Hispanic students enrolled in bilin-
gual language programs. 

Griffin said the boundary change 
— which the board is scheduled to 
formally vote on Thursday night —
violates the Equal Education Oppor-
tunities Actrof 1974. 

"I feel like my son is not going to 
get the education he needs," Griffin 
said. "The school is going to be 
accommodating the bilinguals. What 
if he needs a special education or 
honors class? He's going to be held  

back because there's no room for 
him. 

"If you're going to ship kids across 
the district and then push the Eng-
lish-speaking kids out of our school, 
that is segregation," Griffin said. 

U.S. Department of Education 
spokesman Roger Murphey in Wash-
ington, D.C., said that if the 
department finds that the boundary 
change is creating segregation, then 
it will require the district to sign a 
compliance agreement ending the 
change. 

District 21 board president Phil 
Pritzker said he had been in contact 
with the district's legal counsel after 
hearing about the complaint. He 
does not believe the boundary 
change is illegal. 

He would not comment further, he 
said, because he had not yet seen the 
complaint. 

If approved, the change will trans-
fer 170 Hispanic bilingual students 
who live in the Piper Lane area of 
Prospect Heights, a largely Hispanic 
community, to 'Main. These students 

See COMPLAINT on PAGE 4 

Continued from Page 1 

attend Whitman Elementary School 
in Wheeling. As a result, about 200 
Twain students will be sent to other 
district schools to make room for the 
incoming bilingual group. 

Griffin and some other district par-
ents said that the boundary change 
violates the Equal Education Oppor-
tunities Act. The law prohibits a 
school district from assigning stu-
dents to a school other than the 
district school closest to their home, 
which results in greater segregation. 

The school closest to the Piper 
Lane students is Frost Elementary 
School in Mount Prospect, which dis-
trict officials said is already filled to 
capacity. 

Also, some District 21 parents this 
week are attempting to raise $1,000 
in order to hire a court reporter to 
record the board meeting Thursday 
night, in case future legal action is 
needed. 

In April, District 21 Superintendent 
Lloyd "Bud" DesCarpentrie pre-
sented figures to the board that 
relayed how a boundary change 
would affect the bilingual population 
at Twain. The board has been looking 
at different ways to move some stu-
dents out of Whitman, which has 800 
students. 

The board decided on a plan that 
would move 170 Whitman bilingual 
students to Twain, based on projec-
tions that said the change would 
make the student population at 
Twain 56 percent "bilingual" and 44 
percent "regular." 

Updated projections from Twain's 
staff, however, show that the number 
of bilingual students could be higher  

than 56 percent. 
DesCarpentrie initially said there 

would be 244 non-bilingual students 
and 310 bilingual students at Twain 
after the boundary change. However, 
District 21 documents obtained by 
the village of Wheeling and Field Ele-
mentary School parent Bob Poulsen 
through Freedom of Information Act 
requests show that, based on Twain's 
own research, the school will only 
have 150 "regular" pupils next fall. 

Non-bilingual students will take 
up seven classrooms at Twain, while 
bilingual students will use 15 class-
rooms. The total number of bilingual 
students will be 314. "I went to my 
staff and said, 'This is what I think is 
going to happen,"' Twain Principal 
Gwendolyn Gage said Monday of the 
new projections. "The district is 
checking and verifying the num-
bers." 

Griffin said the purpose of Twain's 
bilingual program—which is to train 
students in English and then inte-
grate them into mainstream classes 
— will be defeated if the majority of 
Twain's classrooms become bilin- 
gual. 

Pritzker said the district is examin-
ing the discrepancy of the numbers. 
"We're aware that there is a reported 
difference," Pritzker said Monday. 
"We are aggressively reviewing that." 

Board member Bill Harrison said 
the initial projected enrollment 
numbers for Twain are wrong, partly 
because DesCarpentrie used enroll-
ment figures from last September 
when determining how a boundary 
change would affect Twain's popula-
tion. 

DesCarpentrie did not return calls 
on Monday. 

Wheeling approves 
charging new fees 
for ambulance use 

HEAR 1-05"-14-9.001_ 
k G. R s114-11002- 

Wheeling 
public forum 
is now June 5 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents who need an 
ambulance to carry them to the hos-
pital in an emergency will soon see a 
new charge in their medical bills. 

Village trustees Monday approved 
new ambulance fees ranging from 
$315 to $550 for varying levels of 
ambulance service, despite fears 
expressed by some trustees the fees 
would burden senior citizens. 

Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac told 
trtistees that seniors make up about 
70 percent ofWheeling's ambulance 
transports, but the village board 

,.stressed that the new fees should not 
come out of residents' pockets. 

A federal law that took effect last 
month prohibits Wheeling and other 
towns with similar fees from charg-
ing more for ambulance service than 
Medicare will pay. 

Also, because most insurance 
companies base their ambulance 
payments on what Medicare pays, 
residents covered by health insur-
ance should have little or no 
out-of-pocket expense, officials said. 

Wheeling estimates the village will 
eventually add $300,000 to its coffers 
in annual fee revenue. A federal reim-
bursement schedule allows the 
village to collect 20 percent of ambu-
lance fees this year and gradually  

increases fees to 100 percent by April 
2007. 

"I can't condone sending someone 
a bill because they need to use an 
ambulance," Trustee Judy Abruscato 
said in opposing the fee. "I feel that 
we pay for our fine fire, paramedic 
and police department with our 
taxes, and I don't think we should put 
another tax on an ambulance fee."  

Trustee Bob Heer also opposed the 
fee, saying he feared people would be 
reluctant to Call for an ambulance 
because of it. 

However, he and Abruscato were 
in,the minority of a 4-2 vote in favor 
of the fee after city staff explained the 
village has no plans to pursue pay-
ments beyond what insurance or 
Medicare will pay. 

"We would not be billing the resi-
dents, right?" Trustee Dean Argiris 
said. "We're not going to turn to bill 
collectors." 

The village is required to send bills 
to residents so they can pay their 
share of co-payments, "but we're not 
going to follow any aggressive mea-
sures to collect that," Finance 
Director Michael Mondschain said. 

Paramedic Billing Services of 
Elmhurst, which also handles ambu- 
lance billing for Des Plaines, Skokie 
and other towns, will begin billing for 
Wheeling June 1 and receive 10 per-
cent of the fees. 

Editor's note: Because of technical 
problems, this column did not run 
Monday in its regular spot. 

Wheeling residents who have been 
waiting for their chance to help 
decide how the village should 
approach redevelopment in general 
have to wait just a couple of weeks 
longer. 

A public forum initially scheduled 
for Thursday will 
be held June 5. 
The forum is to 
allow residents to 
assist village plan- 
ners i n  
establishing 
Wheeling's devel-
opment priorities 
for the next 
couple of 
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BY CORRIE CUTRER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A parent in Wheeling Township 
Elementary District 21 has filed a dis-
criminatory complaint against the 
school board for its proposed 
boundary change, which she claims 
will segregate students at Twain Ele-
mentary School in Wheeling. 

Twain parent Wendy Griffin regis-
tered the complaint Friday with the 
U.S. Department of Education's civil 
rights office, alleging that the board's 
decision to transfer 170 bilingual stu-
dents to Twain next fall will create a 
school predominately made up of 
Hispanic students enrolled in bilin-
gual language programs. 

Griffin said the boundary change 
— which the board is scheduled to 
formally vote on Thursday night —
violates the Equal Education Oppor-
tunities Act,of 1974. 

"I feel like my son is not going to 
get the education he needs," Griffin 
said. "The school is going to be 
accommodating the bilinguals. What 
if he needs a special education or 
honors class? He's going to be held  

back because there's no room for 
him. 

"If you're going to ship kids across 
the district and then push the Eng-
lish-speaking kids out of our school, 
that is segregation," Griffin said. 

U.S. Department of Education 
spokesman Roger Murphey in Wash-
ington, D.C., said that if the 
department finds that the boundary 
change is creating segregation, then 
it will require the district to sign a 
compliance agreement ending the 
change. 

District 21 board president Phil 
Pritzker said he had been in contact 
with the district's legal counsel after 
hearing about the complaint. He 
does not believe the boundary 
change is illegal. 

He would not comment further, he 
said, because he had not yet seen the 
complaint. 

If approved, the change will trans-
fer 170 Hispanic bilingual students 
who live in the Piper Lane area of 
Prospect Heights, a largely Hispanic 
community, to Twain. These students 

See COMPLAINT on PAGE 4 

school district from assigning stu-
dents to a school other than the 
district school closest to their home, 
which results in greater segregation. 

The school closest to the Piper 
Lane students is Frost Elementary 
School in Mount Prospect, which dis-
trict officials said is already filled to 
capacity. 

Also, some District 21 parents this 
week are attempting to raise $1,000 
in order to hire a court reporter to 
record the board meeting Thursday 
night, in case future legal action is 
needed. 

In April, District 21 Superintendent 
Lloyd "Bud" DesCarpentrie pre-
sented figures to the board that 
relayed how a boundary change 
would affect the bilingual population 
at Twain. The board has been looking 
at different ways to move some stu-
dents out of Whitman, which has 800 
students. 

The board decided on a plan that 
would move 170 Whitman bilingual 
students to Twain, based on projec-
tions that said the change would 
make the student population at 
Twain 56 percent "bilingual" and 44 
percent "regular." 

Updated projections from Twain's 
staff, however, show that the number 
of bilingual students could be higher  

have 150 "regular" pupils next fall. 
Non-bilingual students will take 

up seven classrooms at Twain, while 
bilingual students will use 15 class-
rooms. The total number of bilingual 
students will be 314. "I went to my 
staff and said, 'This is what I think is 
going to happen," Twain Principal 
Gwendolyn Gage said Monday of the 
new projections. "The district is 
checking and verifying the num-
bers." 

Griffin said the purpose of Twain's 
bilingual program —which is to train 
students in English and then inte-
grate them into mainstream classes 
— will be defeated if the majority of 
Twain's classrooms become bilin- 
gual. 

Pritzker said the district is examin-
ing the discrepancy of the numbers. 
"We're aware that there is a reported 
difference," Pritzker said Monday. 
"We are aggressively reviewing that 

Board member Bill Harrison said 
the initial projected enrollment 
numbers for Twain are wrong, partly 
because DesCarpentrie used enroll-
ment figures from last September 
when determining how a boundary 
change would affect Twain's popula-
tion. 

DesCarpentrie did not return calls 
on Monday. 

ikeam_o s1141-2,30, 
Wheeling 
public forum 
is now June 5 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents who need an 
ambulance to carry them to the hos-
pital in an emergency will soon see a 
new charge in their medical bills. 

Village trustees Monday approved 
new ambulance fees ranging from 
$315 to $550 for varying levels of 
ambulance service, despite fears 
expressed by some trustees the fees 
would burden senior citizens. 

Fire Chief Keith Maclsaac told 
Mistees that seniors make up about 
70 percent of Wheeling's ambulance 
transports, but the village board 

:stressed that the new fees should not 
come out of residents' pockets. 

A federal law that took effect last 
month prohibits Wheeling and other 
towns with similar fees from charg-
ing more for ambulance service than 
Medicare will pay. 

Also, because most insurance 
companies base their ambulance 
payments on what Medicare pays, 
residents covered by health insur-
ance should have little or no 
out-of-pocket expense, officials said. 

Wheeling estimates the village will 
eventually add $300,000 to its coffers 
in annual fee revenue. A federal reim-
bursement schedule allows the 
village to collect 20 percent of ambu-
lance fees this year and gradually  

increases fees to 100 percent byApril 
2007. 

"I can't condone sending someone 
a bill because they need to use an 
ambulance," Trustee Judy Abruscato 
said in opposing the fee. "I feel that 
we pay for our fine fire, paramedic 
and police department with our 
taxes, and I don't think we should put 
another tax on an ambulance fee."  

Trustee Bob Heer also opposed the 
fee, saying he feared people would be 
reluctant to tall for an ambulance 
because of it. 

However, hp and Abruscato were 
in,the minority of a 4-2 vote in favor 
of the fee after city staff explained the 
village has no plans to pursue pay-
ments beyond what insurance or 
Medicare will pay. 

"We would not be billing the resi-
dents, right?" Trustee Dean Argiris 
said. "We're not going to turn to bill 
collectors." 

The village is required to send bills 
to residents so they can pay their 
share of co-payments, "but we're not 
going to follow any aggressive mea-
sures to collect that," Finance 
Director Michael Mondschain said. 

Paramedic Billing Services of 
Elmhurst, which also handles ambu-
lance billing for Des Plaines, Skokie 
and other towns, will begin billing for 1 
Wheeling June 1 and receive 10 per-
cent of the fees.  

Editor's note: Because of technical 
problems, this column did not run 
Monday in its regular spot. 

Wheeling residents who have been 
waiting for their chance to help 
decide how the village should 
approach redevelopment in general 
have to wait just a couple of weeks 
longer. 

A public forum initially scheduled 
for Thursday will 
be held June 5. 
The forum is to 
allow residents to 
assist village plan- 
ners i n 
establishing 
Wheeling's devel-
opment priorities 
for the next 
couple of 
decades. 

The forum still 
will be conducted 
by the Wheeling 

Plan Commission at 7 p.m. in the vil-
lage hall council chambers, 255 W 
Dundee Road. 

The plan commission has been 
working since the first of the year to 
revamp the village's comprehensive 
plan. They're welcoming input from 
longtime residents, newcomers to 
the village, commercial and indus-
trial organizations, community 
groups and others interested in 
Wheeling's future. 

"This meeting, along with profes-
sional guidance from the planning 
firm Camiros, will help us craft a 
vision for the future by highlighting 
Wheeling's strengths, opportunities 
and challenges as articulated by the 
community itself," said plan corn-
mission Chairman Kenneth Brady in 
a prepared statement. 

Economic Development Director 
William D. Whitmer said the village 
needs the comprehensive plan to 
help the village find which areas need 
the most attention and where Wheel-
ing should direct its resources. 

Among the areas planners will 
consider are the potential for devel-
oping a town center, land use 
patterns, improvements in the com-
mercial corridors along Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue and 
overall development goals. 

Wheeling's commercial and indus-
trial base already has received 
attention in recent years. 

"Those sectors make a significant 
contribution to the village tax base," 
Whitmer said. "Without them, resi-
dential property taxes would 
undoubtedly be higher." 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 
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Wheeling approves 
charging new fees 
for ambulance use 
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Schultz praises 
Anderson's job 

Wheeling/ I want to publicly 
express my gratitude to 
former Wheeling Village 
Manager Craig Anderson for 
his years of service to our 
community. He is a fine 
example of a dedicated public 
servant and good private 
citizen. He always saw his 
administrative appointment 
as one of stewardship, a 
position in which he held the 
village in his trust. 

As a former elected official, 
I have a special appreciation 
for his professional 
performance and the scope of 
responsibilities he held. In 
addition to assuring our 
public safety and the smooth 
functioning of the day-to-day 
operations of the village, his 
duties included initiating and 
managing numerous major 
local projects as well as the 
oversight of Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport and the 
Northwest Water 
Commission. He also has ably 
represented Wheeling in 
areas where regional 
decisions affecting our village 
are made. 

I had the privilege of - 
working closely with Craig 
Anderson for several years 
and saw firsthand the 
dedication and intense effort 
he put into making the 

-g 

>-) 

village of Wheeling the well-
governed, fiscally sound and 
ethically grounded 
community that it was during 
his tenure. His solid 
leadership was recognized by 
his peers and by agencies 
and individuals here and 
throughout the area. 

His contribution to our 
village will not be forgotten. 

Sheila Schultz 

Only one choice 
for school board 

Wheeling/ I would like to 
see (the Wheeling Elementary 
School District 21 Board) 
removed, I really don't care if 
they step down willingly or if 
they are taken out. 

The promise of placing the 
children first is a total sham. 
We have a School Board that 
is composed of people who do 
not have thevaguest idea 
what education looks.like, 
sounds like or is. They make 
their decisions without the 
aid of consultation of 
professionals. Decisions are 
based on what is politically 
popular, rather than what is 
educationally important. The 
last thing they take into 
consideration is the welfare 
of the children. How long can 
this be tolerated? 

Our city is not made up of 

those families that are 
financially affluent. We are a 
community of ethnically 
diverse families who share a 
common bond. Our people 
work hard to raise children to 
have all of the opportunities 
they did not have. 

We live here because it is a 
great place to raise our 
children. We have a 
wonderful library. We have a 
Police Department that goes 
all out to support our 
children with community 
service and DARE programs. 
Our Fire Department 
provides safety education as 
well as paramedic services. 
We have a park district that 
provides everything from 
sports to recreation and even 

after-school programs. If you 
ask any of our parents, they 
will tell you that our teachers 
are second to none. 

We are now being 
threatened by a School Board 
that feels it is all right to 
dump a "situation" that is a 
result of their lack of 
planning into one lump that 
they can sweep under the 
rug. They have already 
calculated the "acceptable 
losses" and written them off. 
These politicians do not have 
to say it, their actions scream 
it. "Nothing personal, it's just 
business." I, for one, am 
angry over their callousness. 

They know the reason the 
children of Piper Lane can't 
speak English is because 
their parents do not speak 
English at home. They are 
put into bilingual programs, 
because their grasp of the 
English language is 
insufficient for them to grasp 
concepts presented in 
English. With a higher 
concentration of these 
linguistically challenged 
children in Mark Twain 
School, where do you think 
they will be able to practice 
that English? 

They also realize that, 
because these children are in 
a lower income bracket, their 
households are based on 
incomes that need to be 
provided by two working 
parents and in some cases 

one of those parents is 
working more than one job. 
This means that the children 
are not getting the attention 
and help at home that they 
are in need of. There is 
already a strain on the 
support personnel at Mark 
Twain. 

Then we come to the 
remaining "regular ed" 
students who are left. The 
educational resource 
personnel at Mark Twain 
School are already on 
overload. How can we balance 
the learning disabled, 
behavior difficulty and 
emotionally disturbed 
students when there is only 
one "regular ed" classroom 
per grade level. If you ask 
any teacher at Mark Twain 
School "off the record" if 
they approve of anything the 
School Board has planned, 
they will tell you, "No!" Of 
course if you ask them "on 
the record" they will not say, 
because the word has already 
come down from the 
administration building • 
forbidding personal comment 
and giving them the "pat" 
answers that they are 
prompted to give. 

No child should be treated 
so poorly. These are our 
children and not your pawns. 
I ask (board members) to step 
down before you do real,  
damage to our children and 
our community. 

Jim Hunt 
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Parent Vicki Schauer, left, sheds 
tears of joy after the District 21 
school board announced Thursday 
it wouldn't enforce a boundary 
change for five elementary schools. 
JoAnn Zimmerman comforts her. 

by the change. 
Internal district documents —

recently obtained by the village of 
Wheeling and district parents 
through Freedom of Information Act 
requests — reveal that moving 170 
bilingual students to Twain from 
Whitman would have made Twain 67 
percent bilingual. 

"We acted on somewhat of a 
premise that turned out to be not 
that accurate," board member Larry 
Krulewich said. 

f '°Taikarz(es  atiCials hoping 
signs' time has passed 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling officials just may 
end up canning a popular type 
of sign preferred by many 
local business owners. 

At issue before the Wheel-
ing Plan Commission is the 
future of what are commonly 
referred to as "can" signs. The 
signs, which can be found on 
dozens of Wheeling busi-
nesses, come in a variety of 
designs, some of which are fa-
vored by businesses but 
frowned upon by village offi-
cials. 

The debate is part of the 
commission's ongoing desire 
to change the village's sign or-
dinance to ensure attractive 
signs are put on businesses 
throughout town. 

The Plan Commission, 
which acts as the sign board of 
appeals, reviews most signs 
that are proposed to be placed 
on business facades. The ordi-
nance they work off of does 
not control content, but it 
does contain requirements on 
such things as dimension and 
location. 

Commissioners often do all 
they can to ensure business 
owners erect signs of high 
quality that are professional 
looking, even though signs 
that may not meet those selec-
tive criteria do comply with 
village ordinance. Commis-
sioners constantly preach that 
they are concerned about the  

village's image, and having 
unattractive signs on busi-
nesses makes it tough to en-
hance or maintain that ap-
pearance. 

Can signs are creating just 
such a dilemma. Commis-
sioners toyed with the idea of 
banning can signs altogether 
because they are too boxy for 
some commissioners' tastes. 
Some can signs consist simply 
of a plastic cover placed over a 
metal casing and may be illu-
minated from inside. Many of 
these signs can be found in 
the Garden Fresh shopping 
center on Hintz Road. 

Village Planner Jeffrey 
Harris, however, pointed out 
that can signs come in a vari-
ety of shapes and sizes, some 
of which can be very attrac-
tive. He cited the sign on 
Leona's restaurant on Dundee 
Road and the iF Gallery in the 
Dunhurst Shopping Plaza as 
signs that met the Plan Com-
mission's criteria. 

"Staff is having difficulty in 
defining can signs the com-
mission likes and doesn't 
like," Harris said. "We can't 
legislate (to ban) 'ugly.' " 

Harris has a good under-
standing of what the commis-
sion likes and dislikes. He 
said if a business owner 
comes into his office with a 
sign that complies with the or-
dinance but falls short of com-
mission expectations, he tries 
to work with that person to 
create a more attractive sign. 
Many times the business  

owner is very cooperative, 
Harris said. But sometimes 
they're not. 

"I try to work with every-
body," Harris said. "But if 
someone demands to come be-
fore (the Plan Commission), I 
have to bring it before you." 

In one case, Charlie Kwok, 
owner of the Chinese take-out 
restaurant Da Jiang, submit-
ted a rectangular can sign to 
the Plan Commission. The 
sign complied with the ordi-
nance, but the Plan Commis-
sion denied it anyway because 
members did not like its ap-
pearance. Kwok then ap-
pealed the decision to the Vil-
lage Board, and because the 
sign complied with the ordi-
nance, the Village Board ap-
proved it. 

Kwok said can signs give 
him more flexibility and are 
made in such a way that he 
can include more information 
that other signs don't allow. 
He can fit the name of his 
business, the fact that it is 
Chinese and the telephone 
number on his can sign. 

"If people just see 'Da 
Jiang,' they don't know what 
it is," he said. 

Can signs can also cost up 
to 75 percent less than other 
signs, Harris said. And Ken 
Brady, Plan Commission 
chairman, said their cost is 
another reason why he would 
like to see the ordinance 
changed. 

"My problem is, a guy sits 
down to figure out how much 

Cathryn ScottlPioneer Press 

Plan commissioners say signs like Da Jiang owner Charlie 
Kwok's are unattractive, although they are popular with some 
business owners. 

it costs to start his business, 
then he comes in here and 
finds out he needs to spend 
more money on his signs than 
he expected," Brady said. 

The commission made no 
formal changes to the sign or-
dinance, but commissioners 
plan to continue their discus-
sion July 11. 
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District 21 reverses 
course on boundaries 
BY CORRIE CUTRER 
Daily Herald Staff Willer 

In yet another turn of events, the 
Wheeling Township Elementary Dis-
trict 21 school board announced 
Thursday night that it would not 
change boundaries for five district 
elementary schools as previously 
planned. 

This is the second time in the past 
two months that the board has 
turned away from instituting two dif-
ferent boundary changes to relieve 
crowding at Whitman Elementary 
School in Wheeling, which has more 
than 800 students. 

Instead, board president Phil 
Pritzker told 300 parents and com-
munity members who attended the 
meeting that the board had decided 
to place Whitman kindergarten stu-
dents at the Hawthorne Academy in 
Wheeling next fall in order to create 
more space at Whitman. 

In March, the board announced 
plans to close Hawthorne as a school 
for at-risk third through fifth graders. 
The school will now be remain open 
for Whitman students. 

Pritzker said moving around 125 
kindergarten students to Hawthorne 
will open up one full-size classroom, 
three smaller classrooms and the art  

and music room at Whitman. 
Parents from Twain Elementary 

School in Wheeling said they were 
relieved at the announcement. 

The most recent boundary change 
that the board was considering 
would have moved at least 160 cur-
rent Twain students out of the school 
to make room for an incoming group 
of 170 Whitman bilingual students. 

"We're happy that Twain will 
remain as it is for now and that the 
Piper Lane (bilingual) children are 
not going to be moved again," said 
Twain parent JoAnn Zimmerman. 
"But I'm not thrilled that Whitman is 
still going to be overcrowded." 

Some Whitman parents expressed 
disappointment with the board's res-
olution. 

"It doesn't give us enough room," 
said parent Susin Greenberg. "You 
still will have almost 700 students in 
our school." 

Pritzker said the board also plans 
to hire an independent consultant 
this summer to conduct a district-
wide demographic study and to 
make enrollment projections for the 
next five years. 

The board decided against bound-
ary reassignments after learning that 
Twain's demographic population 
would have significantly been altered 
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Board endorses 
runway renovation 

Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port commissioners have en-
dorsed a plan to rehab its north- 
west-southeast runway. 

The Airport Board voted 
Wednesday to direct its consul-
tants, Crawford, Murphy & Til-
ly, to incorporate a redesigned 
runway into the layout being de-
veloped to assess Palwaukee's 
long-term needs. 

The current runway is dete- 
riorating and will not meet the 
airport's future needs, the con- 
sultants have said. 

The plan would reduce traffic 
on the main north-south run-
way, resulting in less noise, said 
acting airport manager Dennis 
G. Rouleau. 

The $5 million project would 
widen the 4,100-foot northwest-
southeast runway to 100 feet 
from 50 feet, said consultant 
Brian R. Welker. Building a new 
runway would cost up to $12 mil-
lion and would be a tougher sell 
to the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration for funding, Welker 
said. The rehab project could re-
ceive about 90 percent in federal 
funding, he said. 

Work could begin in 2003 and 
could take several years to com-
plete. Airport officials would 
need to acquire property south 
of the airport and to arrange for 
realigning a section of Palatine 
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Woman critical 
after truck crash 
A 30-year-old Elk Grove Village 
woman was in critical condi-
tion Thursday after her car 
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A wild goose chase 
Palwaukee Airport enlists dogs to help rid runways of feathered pests 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

11.vo dozen people died almost six 
years ago when a plane went head to 
head with a flock of geese in Alaska. 

A U.S. Air Force jet ran into the 
geese near Anchorage and the jet 
crashed after its engines sucked in 
about 40 of the birds and failed. 

According to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, planes at airports 
nationwide meet with "fowl" play 
about 2,500 times a year. 

While many airports consider 
lethal methods to rid their flight 
paths of increasingly prevalent 
Canada geese, Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport in Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights has found a harmless 
method to deal with its fine-feath-
ered foes. 

For the third year in a row, Palwau-
kee has enlisted the help of man's 
best friend to try and force the migra-
tory geese to find a new home. 

Acting Airport Manager Dennis 
Rouleau has teamed up with Susan 
Hagberg, co-owner of Migratory 
Bird Management of LaGrange, to 
use border collies to strike fear into 
the birds and chase them from the 
area. 

"Susan employed a number of the 
highly energetic, well-trained dogs, 
known for their herding instincts on 
cows and sheep," Rouleau said. 

The dogs force the geese to take to 
the air and keep the birds from land-
ing again. It's the same approach 
Wood Dale Junior High School took 
11/2  years ago to deal with its goose 
problem on its baseball fields. 

The idea at the airport is that, 
when the geese get tired of being 
chased, they leave the grounds for 
good. 

The U.S. Department of Fish and 
Wildlife has been flooded with 
requests over the years to kill birds 
living on airport land, but Palwau-
kee's method doesn't violate federal 
laws protecting migratory geese pop-
ulations. 

Municipal and regional airports in 
Lake in the Hills and Schaumburg 
have reported similar problems with 
geese, with Lake in the Hills using 
noisemakers and large reflective 
streamers to frighten them from run-
ways. 

Palwaukee officials had considered 
the air cannon option but concluded 
that geese often learn to ignore the 
noise. Also, the cannons can disturb 

"Susan (Hagberg) employed a 
number of the highly 

energetic, well-trained dogs, 
known for their herding 

instincts on cows and sheep. 

The border collies are 
the best remedy 
I've ever seen." 

Dennis Rouleau, acting airport manager 

airport neighbors. 
"The border collies are the best 

remedy I've ever seen," Rouleau said. 
He also said Palwaukee's goose prob-
lem has become "practically 
nonexistent." 

MOT OS COURTESY MIGRATORY BIRD MANAGEMENT 

Border collies from the Migratory Bird Management Co. of LaGrange have herding instincts they use to frighten 
unwanted — and in some cases dangerous — Canada geese. 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport has employed border collies like Jake, 
pictured here at the Chicago Botanic Gardens, to frighten Canada geese 
and prevent mid-air collisions between the birds and the airport's planes. 
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Please excuse my oops: Yes, we 
know that the former Wheeling Vil-
lage Manager's last name is 
Anderson, Craig Anderson that is. 

We reporters write so many stories 
every day that every now and then a 
mistake happens. 

The worse ones involve names and 
it's even worse when it involves a 
public figure. 

I seem to have a trend where I 
make one of these mistakes every 276 
stories — give or take a dozen. 

So here's my mea culpa for a story 
that appeared last week on this page. 
The story explained that Daniel 
Ozanich's promotion to the position 
of director of Community Develop-
ment filled one of the vacancies in 
Wheeling's top jobs. 

Wheeling's decision to dismiss 
former Village Manager Craig Ander-
son in February created four 
vacancies, but Ozanich filled one this 
month. The removal of "acting" from 
Guy Kolberg's title of Acting Public 
Works Director filled another spot 
last month. 

Wheeling is still operating without 
a permanent village manager or a 
manager for Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport, which the village shares with 
Prospect Heights. 

Incidentally, Anderson, who 
served in Wheeling for more than 13 
1/2  years, is now the acting village 
manager of Long Grove. That town 
lost its manager to retirement. 

WP hnna that 
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Border collies from the Migratory Bird Management Co. of LaGrange have herding instincts they use to frighten 
unwanted — and in some cases dangerous — Canada geese. 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport has employed border collies like Jake, 
pictured here at the Chicago Botanic Gardens, to frighten Canada geese 
and prevent mid-air collisions between the birds and the airport's planes. 
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Tribune photos by David Trotman-Wilkins 

Woman critical 
after truck crash 
A 30-year-old Elk Grove Village 
woman was in critical condi-
tion Thursday after her car 
(right) was crushed by a semi-
trailer truck during morning 
rush hour in Wheeling, police 
said. Officer Pete Rogers 
(above) waits for the truck to 
be towed. The woman was on 
Lake-Cook Road when the 
truck struck the driver's side of 

er car, police said. 

Heights has found a harrriless 
method to deal with its fine-feath-
ered foes. 

For the third year in a row, Palwau-
kee has enlisted the help of man's 
best friend to try and force the migra-
tory geese to find a new home. 

Acting Airport Manager Dennis 
Rouleau has teamed up with Susan 
Hagberg, co-owner of Migratory 
Bird Management of LaGrange, to 
use border collies to strike fear into 
the birds and chase them from the 
area. 

"Susan employed a number of the 
highly energetic, well-trained dogs, 
known for their herding instincts on 
cows and sheep," Rouleau said. 

The dogs force the geese to take to 
the air and keep the birds from land-
ing again. It's the same approach 
Wood Dale Junior High School took 
11% years ago to deal with its goose 
problem on its baseball fields. 

The idea at the airport is that, 
when the geese get tired of being 
chased, they leave the grounds for 
good. 

The U.S. Department of Fish and 
Wildlife has been flooded with 
requests over the years to kill birds 
living on airport land, but Palwau-
kee's method doesn't violate federal 
laws protecting migratory geese pop-
ulations. 

Municipal and regional airports in 
Lake in the Hills and Schaumburg 
have reported similar problems with 
geese, with Lake in the Hills using 
noisemakers and large reflective 
streamers to frighten them from run-
ways. 

Palwaukee officials had considered 
the air cannon option but concluded 
that geese often learn to ignore the 
noise. Also, the cannons can disturb 

"Susan (Hagberg) employed a 
number of the highly 

energetic, well-trained dogs, 
known for their herding 

instincts on cows and sheep. 
The border collies are 

the best remedy 
I've ever seen." 

Dennis Rouleau, acting airport manager 

airport neighbors. 
"The border collies are the best 

remedy I've ever seen," Rouleau said. 
He also said Palwaukee's goose prob-
lem has become "practically 
nonexistent." 
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Please excuse my oops: Yes, we 
know that the former Wheeling Vil-
lage Manager's last name is 
Anderson, Craig Anderson that is. 

We reporters write so many stories 
every day that every now and then a 
mistake happens. 

The worse ones involve names and 
it's even worse when it involves a 
public figure. 

I seem to have a trend where I 
make one of these mistakes every 276 
stories — give or take a dozen. 

So here's my mea culpa for a story 
that appeared last week on this page. 
The story explained that Daniel 
Ozanich's promotion to the position 
of director of Community Develop-
ment filled one of the vacancies in 
Wheeling's top jobs. 

Wheeling's decision to dismiss 
formerVillage Manager CraigAnder-
son in February created four 
vacancies, but Ozanich filled one this 
month. The removal of "acting" from 
Guy Kolberg's title of Acting Public 
Works Director filled another spot 
last month. 

Wheeling is still operating without 
a permanent village manager or a 
manager for Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport, which the village shares with 
Prospect Heights. 

Incidentally, Anderson, who 
served in Wheeling for more than 13 
1/2  years, is now the acting village 
manager of Long Grove. That town 
lost its manager to retirement. 

We hope that clears everything up. 

Busy day: The Addolorata Villa Con-
tinuing Care Retirement Community 
was a hopping place last Thursday 
with two events. 

A Gerilympics Day let residents 
test their strength and stamina with 
basketball, golf, trivia, dart ball and 
pegboard, while a Hard Hat Party 
was an "after hours" event hosted 
by the Wheeling/Prospect Heights 
Area Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry. 
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Expect more police this weekend 

The Wheeling Police Department will be conducting a 
roadside safety checkpoint this holiday weekend to keep dan-
gerous drivers off village streets. 

The department will set up its checkpoint around 10 p.m. 
May 25 to target impaired motorists over the Memorial Day 
holiday weekend. It will culminate a week-long selective 
safety belt awareness and enforcement effort by the depart-
ment as part of the statewide Click It or Ticket campaign. 

Wheeling Police Chief John Popadowski said the depart-
ment is determined to keep dangerous drivers off the road, as 
Memorial Day signals the unofficial start of summer. The en-
forcement program and checkpoint are being funded through 
the Wheeling Safe Communities Coalition with a grant from 
the Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic 
Safety. 

• Foreign-bore • Plan 
understand different cultures 
to ensure that all have equal 
access to services the depart-
ment offers, said Chief John 
Popadowski. He said officers 
are required to attend training 
classes on diversity. 

"We have to have a certain 
amount of empathy and be 
able to think the way they 
think," he said. "Some (immi-
grant residents), when they're 
pulled over, won't say any-
thing to an officer and look 
down. To them, that's a sign of 
respect. But an officer may 
take that as them being unco-
operative, or (the officer) 
might suspect they're under 
the influence of drugs or alco-
hol. That's why training is so 
important." 

The best way to increase 
cultural awareness, though, is 
by recruiting people from 
those different cultures onto 
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, Astor Place gets final approval 

The Wheeling Village Board unanimously approved final 
plans for Kimball Hill's Astor Place town home and condo-
minium development for the former Wheeling Nursery prop-
erty. 

The board gave a site-plan approval for the development 
last August. Kimball Hill had difficulty obtaining an ease-
ment through an adjacent property for its proposed sewer 
line. Kimball Hill got its easement last month. 

Scott Viger, director of land acquisition and planning for 
Kimball Hill, said he was excited to finally start work on the 
development. 

"It's going to be a great neighborhood," he said. "We're 
working already. We've got people ready to buy already." 

Viger said he anticipates the town homes to sell at close to 
$300,000 each, and the condos to sell at between $200,000 and 

 $240,000. There will be 120 condominiums and 128 town 
homes in the development. 

Viger said most of the earthwork will be done this summer 
2and fall,' with game building's going up this year. He hopes 
tvvsdri.k will he ready next spring. 
Pi o.\.1 - 5/273/ 2.ex, 

• Foreign-born Continued from page 7 

order to get a card." 
Meehan said library out-

reach and education programs 
are critical to some specific 
groups of people, especially to 
those whose home countries 
do not have public libraries. 

"In Mexico and Central 
America, there aren't any pub-
lic libraries," she said. "In 
some Asian groups, libraries 
are reserved for scholars." 

The library also has been 
trying to build its foreign-lan-
guage collections in response 
to the growing numbers of for-
eign residents. Meehan said 
the library has concentrated 
on building Spanish, Russian 
and Korean collections. 

She also said the library has 
been fortunate to have a num-
ber of staff members speak 
multiple languages. She said 
the library has employees who 
speak Spanish, Korean, Rus-
sian and other Slavic and 
Roman languages. 

"It's important the library 
look and feel like the commu-
nity," Meehan said. "We've 
made a lot of progress, but we 
still have a ways to go." 

t C NaDt f R-tSS • 512.312ce 2- 
Police issues 

Wheeling Police Depart-
ment employees also have to 

(Continued on page 11) c' 
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Concealed knives banned from village 

Knife blades that are concealed as other devices are no 
longer legal to posses or sell in Wheeling, as the village board 
passed an ordinance to ban the items. 

Acting Village Manager James Grabowski said the resolu-
tion was drawn up for the board after a knife concealed as a 
pen was found on a student in school. The ordinance bans 
knives that are concealed as pens, belt buckles, combs, beep-
ers, lipstick cases, walking sticks, air gauges and other de-
vices. 

"There is no reason (for the blade) to be concealed, other 
than for use as a weapon," said Police Chief John Popadow-
ski. 
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Solano said. 
In addition, many Latinos, 

Pakistanis and Indians have 
strong ties to their native 
countries and return there oc-
casionally. The word gets out 
that the northwest suburbs 
are a good place to live, So-
lano said. 

Solano has lived in Wheel-
ing since 1985 and said he was 
drawn there after hearing a 
radio advertisement about 
Spanish dancing in Wheeling. 

"I thought to myself, 'I'm 
Latino. It sounds like Wheel-
ing has people like myself,' " 
he said. 

Impact on libraries 
The Indian Trails Public Li-

brary District also has been 
trying to meet the needs of a 
diversified Wheeling for a few 
years now. Director Tamiye 
Meehan said the library has 
started new outreach pro-
grams to introduce foreign 
families to the library and how 
it works. One way is through 
students. 

"The Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove Rotary clubs have been 
helping us get library cards in 
the hands of all kids in the 
schools," she said. "That 
means they have to bring _ _ in 

• 
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Hearing rescheduled 

The community input hear-
ing for the Wheeling compre-
hensive plan has been re-
scheduled from tonight to 
June 5 at 7 p.m. in Village 
Hall. 

The Village Board changed 
the date after it was discov-
ered the Wheeling Elementary 
School District 21 Board is 
holding its meeting tonight to 
discuss the district's space 
issue. 

Residents attending the 
hearing will be asked for their 
opinions on how Wheeling 
should be developed. Planners 
from Camiros Ltd., the firm 
hired to overhaul the compre-
hensive plan, will attend the 
hearing and take notes of tes-
timony and ask questions of 
the residents. 

piaLt1 LO -5  PA 1-2-12x- 
Weigh in on airport concerns: 
The first meeting of the new Pal-
waukee Airport Community 
Engagement Council will be held 
Thursday. It will be dedicated to 
electing council officers and priori-
tizing issues for the council to 
eventually take to the Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport Commission. 
Potential council members should 
also be prepared to discuss how 
their particular skills and talents 
would benefit the council's mission 
of helping to shape the future of 
Palwaukee Airport. The meeting 
will be at 7 p.m. at the airport office 
at the end of Industrial Lane, which 
is off of Milwaukee Avenue. RSVP by 
Tuesday by calling Coordinator 
Robert Mark at (847) 537-2580, ext. 
160. E-mail responses to 
rmark@lcpwk.com. 

Foreign-born pop 

U.S. Census figures back up 
what Wheeling officials al-
ready know - there is a 
greater percentage of resi-
dents who were born outside 
the United States living in the 
village than there were 10 
years ago. 

According to new Census 
figures, the number of Wheel-
ing residents born in other 
countries rose from 3,805 in 
1990 to 10,817 in 2000. Surpris-
ingly, the number of Ameri-
can-born residents decreased 
from 26,105 in 1990 to 23,594 
in 2000. And 6,105 of the im-
migrants living in Wheeling 
entered the country between 
1990 and 2000. 

Latin American immigrants 
accounted for 42.9 percent of 
the total non-native born pop-
ulation, with those coming 
from Europe accounting for 
31.5 percent and those from 
Asia 24 percent. 

Lloyd "Bud" DesCarpentrie, 
superintendent of Wheeling 
Elementary School District 21, 
said the evidence of such a 
shift can be found in district 
classrooms. DesCarpentrie 
said 30 percent of all district 

By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

students he enrolled in bi- 
lingual educational programs 
next school year. The district,  
has bilingual programs in 
Spanish, Russian and Poll*. 
The district also offers Eng-
lish as a Second Language 
programs in more than 20 lan-
guages. 

DesCarpentrie said the in-
crease of foreign-born stu-
dents forces teachers to un-
derstand that children from 
different backgrounds learn 
in different ways. He said the 
traditional "one-lesson-fits-
all" approach no longer works, 
and teachers increasingly 
need to find different ways to 
teach lessons to different chil-
dren. 

"Staff has really risen to the 
occasion," DesCarpentrie said. 
"The veteran teachers have 
risen with equal enthusiasm 
as the new teachers. It's not 
by any means perfect, but all 
of our teachers have accepted 
the challenge." 

Harper College in Palatine 
noticed an increase in minor-
ity students in the 1990s and 
created the Center for Multi-
cultural Affairs. Since 1990, 
Harper's percentage of minor-
ity students has grown from 
10 percent to 35 percent. 

`I  

Foreign-born residents 
The latest figures from the 2000 Census show how the northwest suburbs became 
a destination of choice in the 1990s for those born outside the United States. This 
reflects a trend found throughout the state but is more pronounced here. The foreign-
born population in Illinois rose from 8.3 percent to 12.3 percent in the decade and 
rose in Cook County from 14.1 percent to 19.8 percent. 

Percent 
Number Number of foreign-bom* 

Total population Native-born* Foreign-born' population 

1990 2000 1990 2000 1990 2000 1990 2000 

Arlington Heights 75,460 76,031 68,418 65,552 7,042 10,546 9.3 13.9 

Buffalo Grove 36,427 42,909 33,537 33,901 2,890 8,690 7.9 20.3 

Elk Grove Village 33,429 34,727 30,286 29,794 3,143 4,964 9.4 14.3 

Hoffman Estates 46,561 49,495 40,792 38,701 5,769 11,651 12.4 23.5 

Inverness 6,503 6,749 5,994 5,666 509 708 7.8 10.5 

Long Grove 4,740 6,735 4291 6,071 449 550 95 8.2 

Palatine 39253 65,479 36,002 50,907 3251 14249 83 21.8 

Prospect Heights 15239 17,081 12,190 11,142 3,049 6399 20.0 37.5 s .  

Rolling Meadows 22,591 24,604 19,611 19,373 2,980 5,245 13.2 21.3 

Schaumburg 68,586 75,386 62,017 60,249 6,569 14,262 9.6 19.0 

Wheeling 29,911 34,469 26,106 23,594 3,805 10,817 12.7 31.4 

S Figures are estimates from 2000 census long-form sunrey, distributed to one out of six households. 

Pioneer Press / 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census. Census 2000 

Frank Solano, the director and Indians for lots of rea- 
of multicultural affairs, said sons. 
the northwest suburbs are at- 
tractive to immigrants, partic- 
ularly Latinos and Pakistanis, dance of hotels and restau- 

For one thing, the abun- 

rants provides plenty of se 
ice jobs. 

"People are moving 
where the opportunities 

(Continued on page 8 
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is Village Continued from page 9 
meeting, but wanted to have veloping the new plan, as well 
more input with the consul- as a strong role implementing 
tants during the process. 

EDC member Frank D'An-
gelo, the general manager at 
Bob Chinn's CrabHouse, said 
he believed Camiros was on a 
fact-finding mission in that 
first meeting, but he hopes for 
more pull in putting together 
the draft plan with the consul-
tants. 

"We all have the same in-
tention to work together and 
achieve our goals," D'Angelo 
said. "The EDC is trying to lis-
ten to their recommendations. 
If (Camiros') methodology is 
to agree with us, they're not 
doing their job." 

Members of the Plan Com-
mission said they too would 
like to see the EDC take a 
larger role in drafting a new 
comprehensive plan. 

"They are experts. They are 
dynamic business leaders," 
said Plan Commission Chair-
man Ken Brady. "They know 
what specific uses might and 
might not work." 

Brady even went so far as to 
suggest the EDC host the pub-
lic input hearing scheduled 
for June 5 with the Plan Com-
mission. 

Trustees agreed, saying 
they would like to see the 
EDC take a greater role in de- 

it. 
Trustee Trevor Lehmann 

said the board is looking to 
the EDC to determine the 
business community's needs. 

"If we don't all get into (the 
plan), it'll end up on a shelf 
and go nowhere," Lehmann 
said. "We need to know how to 
create a more desirable envi-
ronment to attract the users 
we want." 

The Economic Develop-
ment Commission is made up 
of business owners and village 
leaders. Flanagan is a self-em-
ployed certified public ac-
countant. D'Angelo is the gen-
eral manager of Bob Chinn's 
CrabHouse, and Ross operates 
North American Jet. Other 
members include Bill Stasek 
of Stasek Chevrolet, Denise 
Kennedy from TravelWise, 
Tom Webber of Lake-Cook 
Distribution, William Bogen-
ski of Harris Bank, Bruce Tay-
lor of Cole Taylor Bank and 
David Kolssak of Turnkey 
Network Systems. Most are 
Wheeling residents. 

The EDC reports to Eco-
nomic Development Director 
William Whitmer and has pri-
mary functions of increasing 
business retention and attract-
ing new businesses. 
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Traffic study 
still needed 
for planned 
subdivision 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Village President Greg 
Klatedd doesn't think the Kimball Hill 
company should have to do a traffic-
signal study before moving forward with 
building the Astor Place subdivision. 

Trustees last week gave final 
approval for the subdivision of 250 
townhouses and condominiums on 
the former Wheeling Nursery Prop-
erty on South Milwaukee Avenue, 
and the only thing holding up the 
project is the study. 

By Dec 31, Kimball Hill has to 
submit a report on whether new traf-
fic generated by Astor Place will 
• • •••••••••••+ r‘ cgs tr.7fRi: .cian a 1 at ttal,„ 
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A rose was taped to the wall of the Wal-Mart store on Lake-Cook Road in 
Wheeling on Sunday after an employee, Donald F. Miller, was killed in a 
hit-and-run crash. Another store employee has been charged. 

P 

Village movers 
want more say 
in future plan 

got a show-and-tell," said EDC 
Chairman John Flanagan. 
"We're concerned if Camiros 
has its own ideas (on village 
planning)." 

The consultants had com-
missioners fill out a survey on 
their perceptions of the busi-
ness and developmental cli-
mate of the village during the 
meeting. The consultants did 
not ask commissioners about 
how to develop and plan for 
Wheeling's future, which dis-
appointed commissioners. 

"After the initial interview, 
we asked each other, 'What's 
next?' " Commissioner Ken 
Ross said. "We should get the 
most we can from Camiros. 
Let's push them. I've worked 
with them before, and we can 
challenge them. 

"We want to make sure 
we're not overstepping (the 
Village Board), but I think we 
can go further," Ross said. 

Some commissioners said 
they understood what Cami-
ros was trying to do at that 

(Continued on page 10) 

Crash: Victim had young children 

By CASEY MoFFrrr 
STAFF WRITER 

Some of WhePling's most 
successful and prominent 
business leaders say they 
want a stronger role in shap-
ing the village's future. 

Members of the Economic 
Development Commission re-
cently met with the Village 
Board to lobby for more re-
sponsibility in creating the 
new comprehensive plan, a 
municipality's primary plan-
ning document. 

Economic Development 
Commission members began 
asking about their role in 
drafting the new plan after 
consultants from Camiros, the 
firm hired by the village to 
draft a new plan, met briefly 
with them a few. months ago. 
Commissioners were disap-
pointed with that meeting and 
with the fact they have not 
spoken with the consultants 
since. 

"We had an initial meeting 
with Camiros and we basically 

a~tAL.o 
7th-graders 
give leaders 
a glimpse 
into future 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Water bubbled out of a metallic 
fountain in the middle of Wheeling's 
village council chambers last week. 

It was part of a demonstration from 
a group of seventh-graders with their 
own ideas about how the village 
should change and grow. 

Picture a new downtown center, 
complete with a mall and a fountain 
plaza, next to the village hall on 
Dundee Road. Or, how about a mono-
rail that can zip residents to and from 
local shopping and the train station? 

Teens from London Middle School 
showed the village board how they 
would make these plans work, even 
as Wheeling officials work on their 
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Employee 
charged in 
hit-and-run 
at Wal-Mart 
BY AMY MCLAUGHLIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A 23-year-old Wheeling man was 
charged Sunday in an alcohol-
related hit-and-run car crash that 
killed a Buffalo Grove man outside a 
Wheeling Wal-Mart, according to 
police. 

Jose L. Hernandez, an employee 
at the store, has been charged with 
reckless homicide and leaving the 
scene of a fatal accident. 

Police say he last lived in Wheeling 
but do not have his current address. 

The victim, Donald F. Miller, also 
worked at the store and was just 
ending his shift at 11:11 p.m. Satur-
day when Hernandez's 1992 
Chevrolet S-10 Blazer hit him and 
pinned him against the wall of the 
store, 1455 Lake-Cook Road, police 
said. 

Hernandez, who was not on duty 
at the Wal-Mart Saturday, fled on 
foot and then got into another car, 
Wheeling Sgt. Bill Benson said. 
Police have not determined why 
Hernandez was at the store. 

Shortly after the crash, Wheeling 
police tracked Hernandez to a 
friend's house in Hainesville using 
tips from acquaintances. Police met 
him at a nearby hospital where he 
had gone for treatment for head 
injuries, Benson said. 

,Hernandez is under police guard 
at-a hospital police would not name. 
°A second person in the car with 

Hernandez at the time of the crash 
also fled the scene, police said. 
Authorities declined to release any 
information about the female pas-
senger because she i

t
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charged, Benson Benson said. 
-Police continue to investigate the 

crash, including how fas,t the car was 
going when it hit Miller, BeriSon 
said. 

There's nothing to indicate that 
Hernandez crashed into the wall on 
Tiorpose, police said. 

However, they don't consider it an 
accident because they believe Her-
nandez had been drinking alcohol, 
based on officers' observations, 

Continued from Page 1 

nandez knew Miller. 
"Our investigation shows the gen-

tleman was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time," Benson said of the 
victim. 

"He was literally struck right after 
exiting the front door." 

Miller, who police said was a father  

of young children, was taken to Holy 
Family Medical Center in Des 
Plaines where he was pronounced 
dead just after midnight. 

Officials at the Cook County med-
ical examiner's office said Miller died 
of multiple injuries and ruled the 
death accidental. 

An employee at Wal-Mart Sunday 
said they were told not to comment. 
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want more say 
in future plan 

By CASEY PAOFFTIT 
STAFF WHITER 

Some of Wheeling's most 
successful and prominent 
business leaders say they 
want a stronger role in shap-
ing the village's future. 

Members of the Economic 
Development Commission re-
cently met with the Village 
Board to lobby for more re-
sponsibility in creating the 
new comprehensive plan, a 
municipality's primary plan-
ning document. 

Economic Development 
Commission members began 
asking about their role in 
drafting the new plan after 
consultants from Camiros, the 
firm hired by the village to 
draft a new plan, met briefly 
with them a few. months ago. 
Commissioners were disap-
pointed with that meeting and 
with the fact they have not 
spoken with the consultants 
since. 

"We had an initial meeting 
with Camiros and we basically 

7th-graders 
give leaders 
a glimpse 
into future 

got a show-and-tell," said EDC 
Chairman John Flanagan. 
"We're concerned if Camiros 
has its own ideas (on village 
planning)." 

The consultants had com-
missioners fill out a survey on 
their perceptions of the busi-
ness and developmental cli-
mate of the village during the 
meeting. The consultants did 
not ask commissioners about 
how to develop and plan for 
Wheeling's future, which dis-
appointed commissioners. 

"After the initial interview, 
we asked each other, 'What's 
next?' " Commissioner Ken 
Ross said. 'We should get the 
most we can from Camiros. 
Let's push them. I've worked 
with them before, and we can 
challenge them. 

"We want to make sure 
we're not overstepping (the 
Village Board), but I think we 
can go further," Ross said. 

Some commissioners said 
they understood what Cami-
ros was trying to do at that 

(Continued on page 10)  

tants during the process. 
EDC member Frank D'An-

gelo, the general manager at 
Bob Chinn's CrabHouse, said 
he believed Camiros was on a 
fact-finding mission in that 
first meeting, but he hopes for 
more pull in putting together 
the draft plan with the consul-
tants. 

"We all have the same in-
tention to work together and 
achieve our goals," D'Angelo 
said. "The EDC is trying to lis-
ten to their recommendations. 
If (Camiros') methodology is 
to agree with us, they're not 
doing their job." 

Members of the Plan Com-
mission said they too would 
like to see the EDC take a 
larger role in drafting a new 
comprehensive plan. 

"They are experts. They are 
dynamic business leaders," 
said Plan Commission Chair-
man Ken Brady. "They know 
what specific uses might and 
might not work." 

Brady even went so far as to 
suggest the EDC host the pub-
lic input hearing scheduled 
for June 5 with the Plan Com-
mission. 

Trustees agreed, saying 
they would like to see the 
EDC take a greater role in de- 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said the board is looking to 
the EDC to determine the 
business community's needs. 

"If we don't all get into (the 
plan), it'll end up on a shelf 
and go nowhere," Lehmann 
said. "We need to know how to 
create a more desirable envi-
ronment to attract the users 
we want." 

The Economic Develop-
ment Commission is made up 
of business owners and village 
leaders. Flanagan is a self-em-
ployed certified public ac-
countant. D'Angelo is the gen-
eral manager of Bob Chinn's 
CrabHouse, and Ross operates 
North American Jet. Other 
members include Bill Stasek 
of Stasek Chevrolet, Denise 
Kennedy from TravelWise, 
Tom Webber of Lake-Cook 
Distribution, William Bogen-
ski of Harris Bank, Bruce Tay-
lor of Cole Taylor Bank and 
David Kolssak of Turnkey 
Network Systems. Most are 
Wheeling residents. 

The EDC reports to Eco-
nomic Development Director 
William Whitmer and has pri-
mary functions of increasing 
business retention and attract-
ing new businesses. 

still needed 
for planned 
subdivision 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Water bubbled out of a metallic 
fountain in the middle of Wheeling's 
village council chambers last week. 

It was part of a demonstration from 
a group of seventh-graders with their 
own ideas about how the village 
should change and grow. 

Picture a new downtown center, 
complete with a mall and a fountain 
plaza, next to the village hall on 
Dundee Road. Or, how about a mono-
rail that can zip residents to and from 
local shopping and the train station? 

Teens from London Middle School 
showed the village board how they 
would make these plans work, even 
as Wheeling officials work on their 
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Employee 
charged in 
hit-and-run 
at Wal-Mart 
BY AMY MCLAUGHLIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A 23-year-old Wheeling man was 
charged Sunday in an alcohol-
related hit-and-run car crash that 
killed a Buffalo Grove man outside a 
Wheeling Wal-Mart, according to 
police. 

Jose L. Hernandez, an employee 
at the store, has been charged with 
reckless homicide and leaving the 
scene of a fatal accident. 

Police say he last lived in Wheeling 
but do not have his current address. 

The victim, Donald F. Miller, also 
worked at the store and was just 
ending his shift at 11:11 p.m. Satur-
day when Hernandez's 1992 
Chevrolet S-10 Blazer hit him and 
pinned him against the wall of the 
store, 1455 Lake-Cook Road, police 
said. 

Hernandez, who was not on duty 
at the Wal-Mart Saturday, fled on 
foot and then got into another car, 
Wheeling Sgt. Bill Benson said. 
Police have not determined why 
Hernandez was at the store. 

Shortly after the crash, Wheeling 
police tracked Hernandez to a 
friend's house in Hainesville using 
tips from acquaintances. Police met 
him at a nearby hospital where he 
had gone for treatment for head 
injuries, Benson said. 

'Hernandez is under police guard 
a%a hospital police would not name. 

A second person in the car with 
Hernandez at the time of the crash 
also fled the scene, police said. 
Authorities declined to release any 
information about the female pas-
sen er bec.a 

charged, Benson said. 
Police continue to investigate the 

Crash, including how fast the car was 
going when it hit Miller, Benson 
said. 

There's nothing to indicate that 
Hernandez crashed into the wall on 
fiurpose, police said. 

However, they don't consider it an 
accident because they believe Her-
nandez had been drinking alcohol, 
based on officers' observations, 
Benson said. 

Police said they don't know if Her- 

Continued from Page 1 

nandez knew Miller. 
"Our investigation shows the gen-

tleman was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time," Benson said of the 
victim. 

"He was literally struck right after 
exiting the front door." 

Miller, who police said was a father 

R. But t HER 11/DAH Y HERALD 

A rose was taped to the wall of the Wal-Mart store on Lake-Cook Road in 
Wheeling on Sunday after an employee, Donald F. Miller, was killed in a 
hit-and-run crash. Another store employee has been charged. 

Crash: Victim had young children 
of young children, was taken to Holy 
Family Medical Center in Des 
Plaines where he was pronounced 
dead just after midnight. 

Officials at the Cook County med-
ical examiner's office said Miller died 
of multiple injuries and ruled the 
death accidental. 

An employee at Wal-Mart Sunday 
said they were told not to comment. 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Village President Greg 
Klatecld doesn't think the Kimball Hill 
company should have to do a traffic-
signal studybefoie moving forward with 
building the Astor Place subdivision. 

Trustees last week gave final 
approval for the subdivision of 250 
townhouses and condominiums on 
the former Wheeling Nursery Prop-
erty on South Milwaukee Avenue, 
and the only thing holding up the 
project is the study. 

By Dec 31, Kimball Hill has to 
submit a report on whether new traf-
fic generated by Astor Place will 
warrant a new traffic signal at the 
intersection of Milwaukee Avenue 
and Manchester Drive. 

"They put no traffic in the inter-
section of Manchester and 
Milwaukee because they have no 
entrance at that intersection," Mate-
cki said. "So I have concerns with 
asking a developer to do this when I 
don't see any traffic there." 

Plans for Astor Place already have 
passed between the village board and 
the plan commission since October 
2000. Difficulty acquiring land rights 
to run sewer lines and village prefer-
ences for a commercial use of the 
nursery property initially delayed the 
Astor Place development. 

The village decided to let plans 
move forward in August 2001, after 
developers concluded that the nursery 
property wasn't ripe for the type of 
higher-end commercial development 
Wheeling wanted for its southeast 
border. The final design of the subdi-
vision includes 2.5 acres for 
commercial use along Milwaukee 
Avenue, two detention ponds and dec-

j orative street lights. A U-shaped road 
system provides access to the subdivi-
sion, with two intersections along 
Milwaukee Avenue, not Manchester. 

Still, trustees voted unanimously 
to approve the subdivision with the 
condition of completing the traffic-
signal study, though they diverged 
from the plan commission's require-
ment that Kimball Hill pay for the 
signal. If a signal is needed, Wheeling 
would share the cost. 

"The traffic signal is going to be 
dictated by IDOT anyway," Trustee 
Dean Argiris said. "It may be wishful 
thinking, but if IDOT says no ... it 
won't happen." 

See CRASH on PAGE 5 



Cass Cllatt 
Wheeling 

A dead bird found in Wheel-
ing has tested positive for the 
West Nile virus, making it the 
second infected bird found in 
Cook County this year, village 
health officials said. 

The crow was found May 20 
in the 300 block of East Dun-
dee Road. The Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture tested the 
bird. 

The first bird in the county 
to test positive for the virus 
was found May 15 in La 
Grange. Two dead birds found 
in early May in Hampshire in 
Kane County also have tested 
positive. 

Infected birds and horses 
were first found in the state 
last year as the virus spread 
west after an outbreak in and 
around New York in 1999. 

West Nile encephalitis is an 
infection of the brain spread 
by mosquitoes that feed on in-
fected birds. No human cases 
have been reported in Illinois. 

1-K,B,,„vc 
Nile virus is 
found in bird 
in Wheeling 

'I) 
Crow tests positive for Nile virus: 
A dead crow found in Wheeling 
May 20 has tested positive for 
the West Nile virus, village 
health officials said. The positive 
test result is the most recent 
evidence that the virus is here, 
following a rash of positive tests 
throughout the Northwest suburbs 
last fall. The West Nile virus, often 
carried and transmitted by 
mosquitoes, can cause encephalitis 
in humans and can be fatal, 
especially among children and 
seniors. The risk of transmission, 
health officials say, is very low. 
Wheeling officials plan to 
continue tracking reports of dead 
birds in the village, but the village 
will not be sending in any more 
birds to the state for testing. Resi-
dents who see a dead bird are 
encouraged to call village health 
officer Michael G. Boyle at (847) 
459-2621. More information is 
available on the village's Web site, 
www.vi.wheeling.il.us. 
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Wheeling 
public works 
to enter the 
computer era 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling wants to save time and 
money on street and sewer projects by 
bringing its public works department 
into the digital age. 

Wheeling is looking to hire three 
civil engineers and a new capital pro-
jects manager with the technical 
expertise to turn the public works 
department around, said Guy Kolberg, 
Wheeling's director of public works. 

The village also is embarking on a 
plan to computerize the mapping of 
streets, storm and sanitary sewers and 
water mains as part of a two;  pronged 
effort to prevent Wheeling's engineer-
ing division from going the way of the 
dinosaur. 

"IDOT and contractors bring things 
in on CD or send them in electroni-
cally, and if we can't respond in kind, 
we'll be extinct," Kolberg said. 

When the Illinois Department of 
Transportation sends digital designs 
for street improvements, Wheeling 
engineers have to ask for paper copies, 
Kolberg said. 

The village's recent street light 
improvements and Brick Paver 
designs had to be drawn with pen and 
ink. 

Also, residents requesting driveway 
permits have to wait while clerks sift 
through reams of paper to find neigh-
borhood maps that show the locations 
of utilities to be avoided. 

"Our permitting process is in near 
gridlock," Kolberg said. 

For the $107,000 it costsVVheeling to 
hire one engineering consultant with 
the know-how to work with new tech-
nology for just 10 weeks, the village can 
pay the salary of an in-house engineer 
one-and-a-half times, Kolberg said. 

That engineer could work full time 
to help design, construct and inspect a 
paving or sewer project— in addition 
to helping computerize Wheeling's 
maps — while a consultant usually 
does just one of those tasks. 

"I expect the new hires to start 
saving us money immediately," Kol-
berg said. "It's also about staying 
current with the industry." 

Trustees have approved the pur-
chase of computer design technology 
to plan next year's water main 
improvements. Now the village needs 
the staff to effect change. 

"If there are people who are unem-
ployed, underemployed, unhappily 
employed, we'd like to see their 
resumes," Kolberg said. 
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There's a price 
to pay for 
better sewers, 
water mains 

Wheeling's plans to embark on an 
aggressive maintenance and replace- 
ment program for the village's water 
mains and sewers will affect resi-
dents in more ways than one. 

Homeowners will see the benefits 
of preventing 
water-main 
breaks that could 
delay service, but 
there's also a price 
to pay. 

Trustees last 
week approved 
what the village 
board calls a 
nominal increase 
in the water and 
sewer rates resi-
dents will pay to 
help fund 

improvements. 
There will be an increase of about 4 

percent, meaning the rates will 
increase to $3.96 per 1,000 gallons of 
water, up from the current $3.81 per 
1,000 gallons. 

Homeowners will see the rates 
reflected in their July bills. 

Most residents and businesses in 
Wheeling receive water and sewer 
service from the village. For those few 
who are "water only" or "sewer only," 
the rate breaks down this way: the 
new $3.35 rate for water is up from 
$3.30 and sewer is 61 cents, up from 
51 cents. 

The reason the sewer portion is 
increasing more than the water rate 
is because the village has historically 
charged less for sewer service than it 
costs the village to provide it. 

For the record, Wheeling home-
owners are getting off easy this year. 
The water and sewer rate increases 
last year amounted to 4.10 percent, 
and they were up 4.87 percent the 
year before  that. 
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Debate rages 
over bridge 
near London 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees have been 
forced to justify their reasons for tear-
ing down the pedestrian bridge along 
Dundee Road at every phase of the 
plans. 

Last week was no different. 
AWheeling mother argued against 

assertions from trustees that it's rare 
to see children using the bridge 
meant to help students from Jack 
London Middle School safely cross 
the street. 

London parent Margie Wood 
argued to keep the bridge, as trustees 
prepared to vote on an agreement for 
a Lockport firm to prepare land sur-
veys and legal papers associated with 
plans to develop a signalized inter-
section at the bridge site. 

"I understand that many feel the 
bridge is not attractive," Wood told 
trustees. "Would you prefer the sight 
of a child in a coffin?" 

Wood asserted that she has 
counted 48 children crossing the 
bridge in a single morning, demon-
strating that the bridge is used. 

She also argued that increases in 
traffic make the bridge more neces-
sary today that when it was first built 
more than 30 years ago. 

Trustee Michael Horcher, who has 
consistently opposed demolishing 
the bridge, pointed out that he has no 
children or vested interest in the 
bridge and he still thinks it would be 
safer to let it remain. 

"Judy said it's hard for the cars to 
get out of the school, don't you think 
it's hard for the kids to get out, too?" 
Horcher said. 

He referred to an account given by 
Trustee Judy Abruscato of a teacher 
who was hit by a car as she drove out 
of London's parking lot because she 
couldn't see traffic coming. 

Abruscato reiterated her position 
that adding ramps required to make 
the bridge wheelchair accessible, if 
the bridge were to stay, would 
increase kids' safety risk. 

The bridge would attract skate-
boarders and cyclists who could roll 
into the street, Abruscato said. 

Horcher still opposed the plans but 
joined a vote to have Baird & Co. pre-
pare legal documents for the land 
acquisition needed to develop a sig-
nalized intersection. 

ViE-67-1:14-0 151212ra_ 
Budget rift resolved: We haven't let 
you know yet how the Palwaukee 
budget tiff between Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights turned out. 

Remember, Wheeling approved a 
budget for Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport without $69,000 for water 
mains the airport needs to install 
before it can build new T-shaped 
hangars. 

Wheeling said Prospect Heights 
should pay for the water lines 
because Wheeling paid for water 
for a control tower years ago. 
Prospect Heights officials became 
angry and refused to approve the 
budget without the water item, 
leaving the airport without a 
budget for payroll and operating 
expenses. 

Wheeling May 13 approved the 
entire budget, but with the caveat 
that the airport had to promise not to 
install the water lines without per-
mission from the village. 

Wheeling officials said there are 
still too many unresolved issues with 
the airport's improvement plan, and 
the airport made the promise. 

So, all the parties involved got their 
way, kind of. Prospect Heights alder-
men still want to arrange a meeting 
with Wheeling trustees to resolve 
their differences. 
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Anderson finds temporary work 

The Long Grove Village Board is expected to name a new 
village manager next month. As it's likely the person hired 
will not be able to assume his new duties for at least a month 
or so, the village is turning to former Wheeling Village Man-
ager Craig Anderson to fill the position on a short-term basis. 

Village Treasurer Patricia Chen has been doing double-
duty and serving as interim village manager since February. 
Chen accepted the interim village manager position to bridge 
the gap between the January retirement of D.M. "Cal" 
Doughty and the hiring of his replacement on the condition it 
would not last into the summer. 

Anderson parted company with the Wheeling Village Board 
in January after almost 14 years as village manager. He is 
looking for another position, but is not a candidate for the 
Long Grove job on a permanent basis. His experience, how-
ever, will enable him to fill in until a new village manager is 
chosen. Anderson was scheduled to start Tuesday. 

"I can help them, and it helps me out," Anderson said. 
Long Grove trustees expect to announce their selection for 

permanent village manager in June. 
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Engineers to look 
for flood relief 

Village trustees approved a 
proposal to conduct an engi-
neering study of ways to ease 
flooding problems, particularly 
in east side subdivisions near 
the Des Plaines River. 

Christopher B. Burke Engi-
neering Ltd. of Rosemont will 
examine options for increasing 
water retention areas and rais-
ing land elevations to improve 
flood control, Christopher B. 
Burke, the firm's president, told 
village officials. 

Although expansion of the 
Buffalo Creek reservoir on the 
west side of the village is being 
planned, more retention areas 
are needed to ease flooding in 
the Dunhurst, Meadowbrook, 
Hollywood Ridge and Old Town 
subdivisions, where flooding is 
most severe, Burke said. 

The village has authorized 
$79,000 for the study. 
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Get yours early 

Who wants a T-shirt? 
Wheeling's Special Events 
Committee is holding an 
advance sale of 
commemorative 'T-shirts. The 
sale takes place June 21, June 
22, June 28 and June 29. 

You can purchase the shirts 
at the Cones Bank, located at 
125 Old McHenry Road in 
Wheeling. The shirts will be 
on sale Fridays from 9 am. 
until 6 p.m. and on Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

The shirts cost only $10, so 
pick some up for your entire 
family and show your pride on 
the Fourth of July. 

For more information about 
the advance sale, the day's 
activities or to volunteer, you 
may contact Trustee Judy 
Abruscato at (847) 459-2666 

ext. 107. 
All proceeds from the T-

shirt sale go directly into the 
Fourth of July celebration. 
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Wheeling disaster drill p 
BY CASS CLIATT 

Herald Staff Writer 

When the call came into the Wheel-
ing 911 dispatch center, the operator 
knew the morning's quiet was over. 

A train had hit a car on the Metra 
Commuter Rail Line at Allendale 
Drive off of Northgate Parkway. Vic-
tims in a mangled car were presumed 
dead and would have to be extricated. 

It was a call that scrambled emer-
gency crews from 32 suburban fire 
departments, 20 police agencies and 
personnel from nine local hospitals in 
what turned out to be one of the 
largest disaster drills of its kind in the 
Midwest this year. 

Wheeling hosted the drill recently 
with Metra and the Canadian 
National Railroad to test the abilities 
of public safety workers to respond to 
a rail crash involving a car. 

Wheeling Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac 
called the drill a success. 

'All the victims were extricated in 
under an hour and packaged for 
transport to the hospitals," MacIsaac 
said. "It was a good experience for 
everyone to work around a rail car, 
and we learned from it." 

More than 500 people arrived at the 
mock crash site for the drill. 

It included about 165 volunteers 
who added to the realism of the drill 
by portraying crash victims. No one  

was hurt. 
"We extrica 

upper deck, wh 
but never had 
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rescue. 
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during camp activities such as boat-
ing, fishing or arts and crafts. There is 
also a Celebration Village, where chil-
dren visit pretend stores and practice 
communicating with their devices. 

"Children learn best through play," 
Bruno said. "At camp they learn to 
communicate in a fun and functional 
environment." 

Parents attending camp learn 
about children's language develop-
ment, literacy issues, communication 
strategies and how to program and 
customize the child's 
AAC device. 

Designed for families, Camp Chat-
terbox encourages siblings and other 
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visit www.active.com. 
• Sinai Health System's "C 
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• Judy Dlugie Memorial 
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BY CASS CLIATT 

It ca WASHINGTON -- Investigators 
some a believe they have identified a 
this Y Kuwaiti lieutenant of Osama bin 
breath Laden as the likely mastermind of 
wauke the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, a 
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Loses: Four positions vacant in Wheeling 
Continued from Page 1 

agement means heavier work loads 
and a "brief gap in communications" 
while everyone learns their new jobs, 
said Director of Economic Develop-
ment William D. Whitmer. 

The decision in February to dis-
miss Anderson after roughly 14 years 
in the job left four vacancies in 
Wheeling management. 

Then, Village Attorney James 
Rhodes surprised trustees by decid-
ing to take early retirement, serving 
his last day in May. 

Promotions within the past 11/2  
months filled the public works and 
community development director 
positions but created two new vacan-
cies. Four other empty spots remain: 
the assistant village manager; village 
manager; village attorney and Pal-
waukee Municipal Airport director 
jobs are all still unfilled. 

Trustees said Village President 
Greg Klatecki will announce Thurs-
day what Wheeling will do to fill the 
manager vacancy. Klatecki was 
unavailable for comment. 

"Things are happening with devel-
opment in the village, but not as fast 
as they could with all these transi-
tions," Whitmer said. "It's like a 
caterpillar - you fill the front, and 
the back still has to catchup. If there's 
appointments from within, there's 
something they're leaving behind." 

However, some trustees don't 
believe that staff should have a prob-
lem maintaining the pace of 
improvements. Trustee Dean Argiris 
praised the staff's expertise. 

"Managers are one thing, but what 
really makes a ,manager are the 
people around him," Argiris said. 

"These guys know they've got a vil- 

Wh 
Acting village manager to leave at end of month 
to take position with growing town downstate to be on the loose 

in Afghan region 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling has lost its top manager 
- again- and officials are hoping it 
won't mean a slow-down in efforts to 
beautify the town. 

Four months after the village board 
ousted former Village Manager Craig 
Anderson, Wheeling's Assistant and 

Acting Village Manager James A. 
Grabowski has announced he's quit-
ting the job. 

Grabowski, 33, is leaving Wheeling 
for the manager's job in downstate 
Minooka - even as Wheeling 
trustees are still two to three months 
away from hiring a permanent 
replacement for Anderson. 

"It's an opportunity for me that 

James A. 
Grabowski 

came up that I 
couldn't pass up," 
Grabowski said. 
"Minooka is a 
population of 
about 3,000, but 
they will double or 
triple in the next 
five years, and 
that's something I 
can't get here." 

Grabowski, who 
said he didn't apply to become the 
permanent Wheeling manager, will 
serve his last day June 28. Some vil- 
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lage board that just passed a $54 mil- managers will have a fresh start in 
lion budget and we've got the park developing ways to work together. 
being built, we've got Camiros "There have been a lot of struggles 
coming in, Christopher Burke Engi- to get the village to a point that we 
neering has just been hired to do our can start to make things happen ... 
flood mitigation work and we're so the thought that things could 
moving ahead to do things for the come to a screeching halt for two 
people of the village." months is loathsome," Horcher said. 

The Camiros consulting firm is He said he thinks the village should 
putting together a comprehensive temporarily promote a current 
plan that will be a development blue- Wheeling employee to fill in as 
print for the village and the former administrator until the village com-
Millenium Plaza at Milwaukee pletes its search for a manager in 
Avenue and Dundee Road. September. The village is also con- 

Trustee Patrick Horcher said sidering the option of hiring a short 
Grabowski's departure could be good term manager from outside Wheel-
for the village because all the new ing. 
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No one one hurt in home fire 

The Wheeling Fire Department had to rescue a woman try-
ing to save her dog from a pen in the backyard of her Sunset 
Lane home when it caught fire the evening of May 30. 

Firefighters responded to 382 Sunset Lane at 6:47 p.m. 
Thursday after what officials described as an improperly in-
stalled ceiling fan started a fire in the roof area of the home. 
Wheeling Fire Chief Keith Maclssac said the fire was fully 
ablaze when crews got to the scene. 

"When the crews first arrived, the flames were 10 to 15 feet 
above the roof line at the rear of the house," he said. "It was a 
particularly difficult fire to put out." 

The man and woman who live in the home were inside 
when the fire started. The man met firefighters outside when 
they arrived, and the woman was in the backyard, trying to 
rescue her dog that was on a leash. MacIsaac said the woman 
was pinned in the dog pen area by flames, smoke and heat. 

Maclssac said a number of factors made the fire difficult to 
extinguish. He said an addition had been put on the house, 
and firefighters had to work through two roofs to get to the 
origin of the blaze. He also said a large amount of items be-
longing to the family filled the home, making it difficult for 
firefighters to enter. 

MacIsaac said a delay in the couple calling the Fire Depart-
ment also contributed to the damage left behind. Maclssac 
estimated damages at $240,000. 

"They noticed smoke coming from the ceiling fan, so they - is' ,,,-Eiig-. i a.)  5 ,s 3 .5 cts r:s  turned it off," Maclssac said. "They put a window fan in the 
g ,,i  ,. t,' (,.,- , 0 2 ,r„ t.G  ci 2 p.,,, ,,,, room to get the smoke out and went into another part of the 
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Wheeling disaster drill p 
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visit www.active.com. 
• Sinai Health System's "C 

Sizzle" black-tie gala: 7 p.m. p 
Sheraton Chicago Hotel Ci 
Center, 301 E. North Wat 
Chicago. $300. (773) 257-6404 

• Judy Dlugie Memorial 
fourth annual "Judy's Day" be 
am. June 23, Maplewood Park 
field. Thirty-five-mile bike tc 
fun run, children's bike f 
family 10-mile bike ride, ent 

Little Foy 
A big show weekend will 

June 14 with Little Fort Kenn( 
of Waukegan at Lake Count 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling has lost its top manager 
— again— and officials are hoping it 
won't mean a slow-down in efforts to 
beautify the town. 

Four months after the village board 
ousted former Village Manager Craig 
Anderson, Wheeling's Assistant and 

Acting Village Manager James A. 
Grabowski has announced he's quit-
ting the job. 

Grabowski, 33, is leaving Wheeling 
for the manager's job in downstate 
Minooka — even as Wheeling 
trustees are still two to three months 
away from hiring a permanent 
replacement for Anderson. 

"It's an opportunity for me that 

was hurt. 
"We extricat  

upper deck, wh 
but never had 
before," MacIs 
rescue. 

Wheeling Vi 
Klatecld saidh( 
number of 
from other tov 
rescue drill. 

"When I ask( 
he said it was b 
policy, and the 
us," Klatecki sa 

Wheeling res 
of the civilian v 
to act as inj 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When the call came into the Wheel-
ing 911 dispatch center, the operator 
knew the morning's quiet was over. 

A train had hit a car on the Metra 
Commuter Rail Line at Allendale 
Drive off of Northgate Parkway. Vic-
tims in a mangled car were presumed 
dead and would have to be extricated. 

It was a call that scrambled emer-
gency crews from 32 suburban fire 
departments, 20 police agencies and 
personnel from nine local hospitals in 
what turned out to be one of the 
largest disaster drills of its kind in the 
Midwest this year. 

Wheeling hosted the drill recently 
with Metra and the Canadian 
National Railroad to test the abilities 
of public safety workers to respond to 
a rail crash involving a car. 

Wheeling Fire Chief Keith Maclsaac 
called the drill a success. 

"All the victims were extricated in 
under an hour and packaged for 
transport to the hospitals," MacIsaac 
said. "It was a good experience for 
everyone to work around a rail car, 
and we learned from it." 

More than 500 people arrived at the 
mock crash site for the drill. 

It included about 165 volunteers 
who added to the realism of the drill 
by portraying crash victims. No one  

during camp activities such as boat-
ing, fishing or arts and crafts. There is 
also a Celebration Village, where chil-
dren visit pretend stores and practice 
communicating with their devices. 

"Children learn best through play" 
Bruno said. "At camp they learn to 
communicate in a fun and functional 
environment." 

Parents attending camp learn 
about children's language develop-
ment, literacy issues, communication 
strategies and how to program and 
customize the child's 
AAC device. 

Designed for families, Camp Chat-
terbox encourages siblings and other 

ure. family members to attend. Chris's 
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"ZHieSdPIrssNGTON — Investigators 
some a believe they have identified a 
this Y Kuwaiti lieutenant of Osama bin 
breath' Laden as the likely mastermind of 
wauke the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, a 

to take position with grozving town downstate 

James A. 
Grabowski 

came up that I 
couldn't pass up," 
Grabowski said. 
"Minooka is a 
population of 
about 3,000, but 
they will double or 
triple in the next 
five years, and 
that's something I 
can't get here." 

Grabowski, who 
said he didn't apply to become the 
permanent Wheeling manager, will 
serve his last day June 28. Some vil- 

Associated Press 
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Loses: Four positions vacant in Wheeling 
lage board that just passed a $54 mil-
lion budget and we've got the park 
being built, we've got Camiros 
coming in, Christopher Burke Engi-
neering has just been hired to do our 
flood mitigation work and we're 
moving ahead to do things for the 
people of the village." 

The Camiros consulting firm is 
putting together a comprehensive 
plan that will be a development blue-
print for the village and the former 
Millenium Plaza at Milwaukee 
Avenue and Dundee Road. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher said 
Grabowski's departure could be good 
for the village because all the new 

managers will have a fresh start in 
developing ways to work together. 

"There have been a lot of struggles 
to get the village to a point that we 
can start to make things happen ... 
so the thought that things could 
come to a screeching halt for two 
months is loathsome," Horcher said. 

He said he thinks the village should 
temporarily promote a current 
Wheeling employee to fill in as 
administrator until the village com-
pletes its search for a manager in 
September. The village is also con-
sidering the option of hiring a short 
term manager from outside Wheel-
ing. 
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No one hurt in home fire 
The Wheeling Fire Department had to rescue a woman try-

ing to save her dog from a pen in the backyard of her Sunset 
Lane home when it caught fire the evening of May 30. 

Firefighters responded to 382 Sunset Lane at 6:47 p.m. 
Thursday after what officials described as an improperly in-
stalled ceiling fan started a fire in the roof area of the home. 
Wheeling Fire Chief Keith Maclssac said the fire was fully 
ablaze when crews got to the scene. 

"When the crews first arrived, the flames were 10 to 15 feet 
above the roof line at the rear of the house," he said. "It was a 
particularly difficult fire to put out." 

The man and woman who live in the home were inside 
41-.. -- or rr,pt firafiahterc nutcirip when 
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Continued from Page 1 

agement means heavier work loads 
and a "brief gap in communications" 
while everyone learns their new jobs, 
said Director of Economic Develop-
mentWilliam D. Whitmer. 

The decision in February to dis-
miss Anderson after roughly 14 years 
in the job left four vacancies in 
Wheeling management. 

Then, Village Attorney James 
Rhodes surprised trustees by decid-
ing to take early retirement, serving 
his last day in May. 

Promotions within the past 11/2  
months filled the public works and 
community development director 
positions but created two new vacan-
cies. Four other empty spots remain: 
the assistant village manager; village 
manager; village attorney and Pal-
waukee Municipal Airport director 
jobs are all still unfilled. 

Trustees said Village President 
Greg Klatecki will announce Thurs-
day what Wheeling will do to fill the 
manager vacancy. Klatecki was 
unavailable for comment. 

"Things are happening with devel-
opment in the village, but not as fast 
as they could with all these transi-
tions," Whitener said. "It's like a 
caterpillar — you fill the front, and 
the back still has to catchup. If there's 
appointments from within, there's 
something they're leaving behind." 

However, some trustees don't 
believe that staff should have a prob-
lem maintaining the pace of 
improvements. Trustee Dean Argiris 
praised the staff's expertise. 

"Managers are one thing, but what 
really makes a ,manager are the 
people around him," Argiris said. 

"These guys know they've got a vil- 
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Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

Wheeling officials are considering tearing down the Dundee Road overpass and replacing it 
with a traffic signal. Some people have concerns that doing so would compromise student 
safety. 

- 12z- t-) 2. 

Village of Wheeling to sell 
commemorative T-shirts 

For this year's Fourth of July, the vil-
lage of Wheeling will be selling 
commemorative T-shirts from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. June 21 and 28, and 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. June 22 and 29 at Corm Bank 
125 Old McHenry Road in Wheeling. 

The cost will be $10 per shirt. All 
proceeds will go for the Fourth of July 

C4L4 

A 

Special Events. The shirts will alsol;e 
sold at the Taste of Wheeling July hl; 

For information, call Trustee Judy 
Abruscato at (847) 459-2666, Fh. 
4107. 

The village also needs volunteers 
to help with the day's games and 
along the parade route. 

Crow infected with West Nile found in village 
16/01C Y( P)C'e- no/2-C( 2— 

By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

A dead crow found in Wheeling 
tested positive for the West Nile virus, 
the second bird in Cook County to 
have turned up with the disease this 
spring. 

Health officials have been aware of 
the virus's presence in Illinois since 
last year. Another infected crow also 
was found in Wheeling last fall. 

Michael Boyle, Wheeling's health of-
ficer, said he was not surprised to have 
again found the disease in the village, 
but he is surprised it was found so 
early in the year. 

"Given the fact that it is here earlier, 
there is more of an opportunity for 
people to be exposed (to the virus)," 
Boyle said. "At the same time, I'd like 
to underline the fact that most people 
exposed will never know they have it." 

The West Nile virus can cause en-
cephalitis, which affects only a small 
percentage of people, Boyle said. 
Some symptoms, for those who do 
contract the disease, may include 
headaches and a fever. In an even 
smaller percentage of people, the dis-
ease can be fatal, Boyle said. 

"For the majority of the population, 
it doesn't create a grave danger," 
Boyle said. "But it has the potential to 
be very serious, which is why there is 
so much public attention drawn to it." 

According to the Illinois Depart- 

ment of Public Health, the West Nile 
virus has been found in 28 states since 
its arrival in 1999. In that time, there 
have been 149 cases of encephalitis re-
ported, including 18 fatalities. There 
have been no reported cases of en-
cephalitis reported in Illinois. 

West Nile virus is transmitted by 
mosquitoes, which breed in warm, 
stagnant water. Boyle said people 
should empty any standing water from 
tires, pails and gutters. He also recom-
mended regular water changes in 
pools and bird baths to reduce mos- 

quito breeding. 

The Illinois Department of Public 
Health also recommends people wear 
long sleeves and pants between dusk 
and dawn, use mosquito repellent and 
check for holes in house screens on 
doors, patios and porches to reduce 
the risk of being bitten by mosquitoes. 

Boyle said the diseased crow was 
found in Wheeling May 20. The other 
diseased bird was found May 15 in La-
Grange. The Wheeling bird was sent to 
the University of Illinois Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratory in Champaign. 
The test results were released May 30. 

Boyle said he would like residents to 
call the village health office if they 
find dead crows, blue jays or other 
birds with no obvious trauma. Boyle 
can be contacted by calling (847) 
459-2621. 

6 For the majority of the population, it doesn't 
create a grave danger. But it has the potential to be 
very serious, which is why there is so much public 
attention drawn to it. 
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Trustee: Bridge question one of safety 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling Trustee Michael 
Horcher is nervous about 
plans to replace the pedes-
trian overpass spanning Dun-
dee Road with a traffic signal, 
fearing the solution is not safe 
enough. 

"This is a safety thing, so 
it's a big issue," Horcher said. 
"If we needed that bridge 20 
years ago, we probably need it 
more today." 

The pedestrian bridge is 
typically used by students 
going to and coming from 
London Middle School. The 
Village Board has chosen a 
plan to replace the bridge with 
a traffic signal at the London 
exit and Cedar Road. The traf-

} fic light will include a pedes-
trian-activated walk signal. 

Trustees say the overpass is 
in disrepair, is an eyesore and 
a traffic hazard. The village 
cannot repair the bridge un-
less it is brought up to codes 
outlined in the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. Trustees 
said there is not enough land 
to build the necessary ramps 
to comply with ADA. They 
also say building handicap-ac-
cessible elevators would be  

too costly. 
Replacing the bridge could 

cost as much as $400,000. 
However, Horcher said the 
main issue concerning the 
bridge is safety. 

"It would be sad if this 
board votes to bring the 
bridge down and there is an 
accident," he said. 

Wheeling Police Chief John 
Popadowski said he always 
believed it would be safest to 
leave the bridge. 

"The safest way would be to 
put positive separation be-
tween (pedestrians) and traf-
fic," he said, "and that would 
be with the bridge." 

Resident Margie Wood also 
asked the board to reconsider 
the traffic light solution. 
Wood, a parent of a London 
sixth-grader who uses the 
bridge, said safety should out-
weigh cost, and she asked the 
board to find a way to replace 
or repair the overpass. 

"The bridge may look bad 
now, but a child in a coffin 
would look worse," she said. 

Not all board members are 
ready to abandon the current 
plan. Trustee Judy Abruscato 
wondered if children would 
ride skateboards or bicycles 
down the bridge's ramps if it  

is replaced, and she asked if 
that would be any safer than 
putting a traffic light in its 
place. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said it may not be a bad idea 
to review all materials the vil- 

lage has collected on the issue 
and then continue the discus-
sion. The board has been try-
ing to find a solution to the 
bridge problem for four years. 

Trustees did, however, 
award a contract to survey the  

land where the new traffic sig-
nal is proposed. The village 
needs to acquire a small sliver 
of land from the Dunhurst 
Shopping Plaza in order to 
construct the new intersection 
and signal. 
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Residents COntedf:mp:45 
Others supported the idea, 

and said they were not as con-
cerned where it should go. 

"Wherever it is most viable, 
that's where it ought to ga," 
said resident Michael Cooper. 

Most recently, the village 
has been focused on multi-
family residential develop-
ment. Cooper was one of sev-
eral resident who suggested 
there should be more land 
found for new single-family 
housing. 

"I think it's important to 
have that so when people 
want to move up, they will 
stay in town," Cooper said. 

Cooper also argued condo-
miniums and townhomes  

. - 
generate more traffic and in-
crease the potential to attract . 
more school children in an ak 
ready crowded area of Wheel-
ing Elementary School Dis-
trict 21. 

Camiros has spent the past 
six months gathering informa-
tion about the village .and 
asking village officials, busi-
ness groups, social clubs and 
residents what they would 
like to see in the - comprehen-
sive plan. The* consultants-
plan to spend . the next few 
months drafting a plan, which 
is expected to be accepted by 
the Wheeling Village Board 
sometime around the new 
year., 
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Residents speak out on future 
plan preferences for land use 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling residents told consultants for the 
village they want a new town center and more 
single-family homes areas included in a new 
comprehensive plan. - 

Principals from Camiros, Ltd., a Chicago-
based consulting firm hired to work on over-
hauling Wheeling's comprehensive plan, in-
vited residents to share their views on future 
land use patterns at a forum held at Village 
Hall last week. About 20 residents attended the 
forum hosted by the Plan Commission. 

Bill James, a principal with Camiros, noted 
that there are only 300 acres of undeveloped 
land in Wheeling, about 5 percent of the total 
area of, the village. That means the focus on fu-
ture land uses will have to depend on re-using 
developed land, he said. 

"Some (current) uses need to be redevel-
oped," he said. "You can maintain what you 
have already, but you should consider new 
uses for obsolete buildings." 

One prime example is the Meyer Material fa-
cility at the corner of Dundee and Wheeling 
roads. Village officials have been considering 
moving the-concrete plant to another location 
in the village to clear the way for a new, pedes-
trian-oriented town center. 

James asked the residents on their opinions  

of a new town center, where it should go, and 
what should be in it. Support for a new center 
was generally accepted. 

James explained a new center would include 
housing, shopping and service-oriented busi-
ness. He said the location at Dundee and 
Wheeling roads could work, since it is near the 
Metra train station. That transportation center 
may attract commuters to live there. 

Some residents said Wheeling already as a 
town center. 

"Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee Road is the 
center (of Wheeling)," resident William Hein 
said. "The emphasis on redevelopment over 
the past 15 years has been Milwaukee Ave-
nue." 

James did not disagree, but said there is a lot; 
of traffic in that area, making it difficult toi 
transform it into a "people-oriented" commer-
cial center. He also said the intent of develop-
ing such a center would not be to detract what 
Milwaukee Avenue already offers residents. 

"The real question is will it enhance the ex-
perience of living in Wheeling with kind of 
area?" James said. Most residents said they be-
lieved it would. 

"The town center should be in the center of 
town," said resident George Hieber. "People 
who live west of Wolf Road go to Buffalo Grove 
or somewhere else to shop." 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Public works looking 
for 3 engineer hires 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Public Works 
Department is on the fast 
track looking to hire three 
more engineers, a move that 
will make the department 
more efficient and save the 
village thousands of dollars 
annually. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
gave Public Works Director 
Guy Kolberg its approval to 
hire the extra staff and spend 
money for more computers so 
they can use computer-as-
sisted designs for engineering 
and construction plans. 

Currently, the departn 
does not use computer 
plans when working on pt 
improvements, but insi 
needs to dig out paper co 
Kolberg said. This can be 
ficult when working with 
struction companies, ou 
engineers and other p 
agencies. 

"We need to stay cu 
with the state of the indu: 
Kolberg said. "Right nova 
permit process is in gridb 

Having the engineer: 
improve efficiency, but 
berg said cost is drivin 
new staffing. 

(Continued on page 1 
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Grabowski leaving 
for job in Minooka 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

c.) i ting as village manager, has 
iccepted a job as village ad-

c.) ° 

le.,.o .E  ninistrator of Minooka, lo- 
ad 0 . . 

:ated just southwest of Joliet. 
auE  ,g, ie will be leaving Wheeling 

c§ Tillage Hall June 28. 
b„:,.- 4-, "It's a good move for me," 
o 4_,..-/.4-rabowski said. "It's a step 

;72, a, ,..) 
-el', vp, and (Minooka is) growing 
E grery quickly. I couldn't get 

ghat kind of experience here." 
E Grabowski, 32, is the sixth 
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take his time. 
"If you rush something like 

this, you're going to make a 
mistake," he said. 

Guy Kolberg, Wheeling's 
public works director, will be 
the interim village manager 
between the time Grabowski 
leaves and a new manager is 
hired. Klatecki said the board 
looked over a few resumes 
given to them by the PAR 
Group, the firm hired to find a 
new manager, as choices for 
an interim manager, but the 
board decided to look to the 
village staff find an interim 
manager. 

Klatecki said there was 
nothing wrong with the candi-
dates given to the board by 
the PAR Group, but a "major-
ity of the board felt we should 
go 'in-house.' " 

Kolberg accepted the job as 
the interim manager Satur-
day. Kolberg was just an-
nounced as Wheeling's new 
public works director in April. 
He was the village's capital 
projects manager previously, 
and has been hired by the vil-
lage since May 2000. 

Kolberg will be working 
closely with Grabowski as he 
prepares to take over duties as 
interim manager when Gra-
bowski leaves. 

Grabowski was hired as as-
sistant village manager is No-
vember 1997 and said he has 
been "fortunate to have been 
given the experience", he's 
had in Wheeling, 
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James Grabowski, Wheel-
ing's assistant village man-
ager, has taken a new job in 
Minooka, leaving another hole 

E Village Hall. 0 
Grabowski, who is currently 
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G;Anderson and Village Attor- 
o ney James Rhodes, who is 

-8.also leaving this month. 
The Village Board has yet to 

find a replacement for village 
manager, but has found new 
public works, finance and 
community development di-
rectors. Village President 
Greg Klatecki said the man-
ager search is progressing, but 
does not expect to have a new 
manager until Sept. 1. 

Klatecki said the board 
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Public works looking 
for 3 engineer hires 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Public Works 
Department is on the fast 
track looking to hire three 
more engineers, a move that 
will make the department 
more efficient and save the 
village thousands of dollars 
annually. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
gave Public Works Director 
Guy Kolberg its approval to 
hire the extra staff and spend 
money for more computers so 
they can use computer-as-
sisted designs for engineering 
and construction plans. 

Currently, the department 
does not use computerized 
plans when working on public 
improvements, but instead 
needs to dig out paper copies, 
Kolberg said. This can be dif-
ficult when working with con-
struction companies, outside 
engineers and other public 
agencies. 

"We need to stay current 
with the state of the industry," 
Kolberg said. "Right now, the 
permit process is in gridlock." 

Having the engineers will 
improve efficiency, but Kol-
berg said cost is driving the 
new staffing. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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plan preferences for land use 

Wheeling residents told consultants for the 
village they want a new town center and more 
single-family homes areas included in a new 
comprehensive plan. 

Principals from Camiros, Ltd., a Chicago-
based consulting firm hired to work on over-
hauling Wheeling's comprehensive plan, in-
vited residents to share their views on future 
land use patterns at a forum held at Village 
Hall last week. About 20 residents attended the 
forum hosted by the Plan Commission. 

Bill James, a principal with Camiros, noted 
that there are only 300 acres of undeveloped 
land in Wheeling, about 5 percent of the total 
area of the village. That means the focus on fu-
ture land uses will have to depend on re-using 
developed land, he said. 

"Some (current) uses need to be redevel-
oped," he said. "You can maintain what you 
have already, but you should consider new 
uses for obsolete buildings." 

One prime example is the Meyer Material fa-
cility at the corner of Dundee and Wheeling 
roads. Village officials have been considering 
moving the concrete plant to another location 
in the village to clear the way for a new, pedes-
trian-oriented town center. 

James asked the residents on their opinions 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

of a new town center, where it should go, and 
what should be in it. Support for a new center 
was generally accepted. 

James explained a new center would include 
housing, shopping and service-oriented busi-
ness. He said the location at Dundee and 
Wheeling roads could work, since it is near the 
Metra train station. That transportation center 
may attract commuters to live there. 

Some residents said Wheeling already as a 
town center. 

"Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee Road is the 
center (of Wheeling)," resident William Hein 
said. "The emphasis on redevelopment over 
the past 15 years has been Milwaukee Ave-
nue." 

James did not disagree, but said there is a lot 
of traffic in that area, making it difficult to 
transform it into a "people-oriented" commer-
cial center. He also said the intent of develop-
ing such a center would not be to detract what 
Milwaukee Avenue already offers residents. 

"The real question is will it enhance the ex-
perience of living in Wheeling with kind of 
area?" James said. Most residents said they be-
lieved it would. 

"The town center should be in the center of 
town," said resident George Hieber. "People 
who live west of Wolf Road go to Buffalo Grove 
or somewhere else to shop." 

(Continued on page 6) 
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ager, has taken a new job in 
Minooka, leaving another hole 

07_1 Village Hall. o 
Grabowski, who is currently 

" .c1)  ,cting as village manager, has 
0  

° cepted a job as village ad- +, 0 (1) c.) -0 o„ 
a..) - t•_. • - al tto 0 ninistrator of Minooka, 

174 E c, co 17'0 Sated just southwest of Joliet. E a) ,E -le will be leaving Wheeling 
cuco ,vi 4c,)  cL,Village Hall June 28. 
cu>".0 "It's a good move for me," 

C 4S) ..,...a4'rabowski said. "It's a step 
cts  *R g C/5 -iEL --„sip, and (Minooka is) growing 
-o E grery quickly. I couldn't get 
5 0 % t 8 '-;-,,hat kind of experience here." cu 
0-) 110,4 -2 .5,  2 Grabowski, 32, is the sixth 

c9 
0

.
t14z 54/heeling administrator to 

cu cu  too 4:-)iieave in the past year, joining 

ro 
z — Q,°  ,4c) EC dormer finance director Rob- 

cp?.rt Fialkowski, former corn- -, co 7:1 a.) 41 
›munity development director 
EMichael Klitzke, former public 
oworks director Robert Gray, 

former village manager Craig 
Q;Anderson and Village Attor- 
o ney James Rhodes, who is 
flalso leaving this month. 

The Village Board has yet to 
find a replacement for village 
manager, but has found new 
public works, finance and 
community development di- 
rectors. Village President 
Greg Klatecki said the man-
ager search is progressing, but 
does not expect to have a new 
manager until Sept. 1. 

Klatecki cam +Is^ s- s 

Others supported the idea, 
and said they were not as con-
cerned where it should go. 

"Wherever it is most viable, 
that's where it ought to go," 
said resident Michael Cooper. 

Most recently, the village 
has been focused on multi-
family residential develop-
ment. Cooper was one of sev-
eral resident who suggested 
there should be more land 
found for new single-family 
housing. 

"I think it's important to 
have that so when people 
want to move up, they will 
stay in town," Cooper said. 

Cooper also argued condo-
miniums and townhomes 

James Grabowski, Wheel-
ing's assistant village man- 

LifoNE-E-c 

Grabowski leaving 
for job in Minooka 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

3 
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Camiros has spent the past 
six months gathering informa-
tion about the village and 
asking village officials, busi-
ness groups, social clubs and 
residents what they would 
like to see in the comprehen-
sive plan. The consultants 
plan to spend the next few 
months drafting a plan, which 
is expected to be accepted by 
the Wheeling Village Board 
sometime around the new 
year. 

generate more traffic and in-
crease the potential to attract 
more school children in an al-
ready crowded area of Wheel-
ing Elementary School Dis-
trict 21. 

take his time. 
"If you rush something like 

this, you're going to make a 
mistake," he said. 

Guy Kolberg, Wheeling's 
public works director, will be 
the interim village manager 
between the time Grabowski 
leaves and a new manager is 
hired. Klatecki said the board 
looked over a few resumes 
given to them by the PAR 
Group, the firm hired to find a 
new manager, as choices for 
an interim manager, but the 
board decided to look to the 
village staff find an interim 
manager. 

Klatecki said there was 
nothing wrong with the candi-
dates given to the board by 
the PAR Group, but a "major-
ity of the board felt we should 
go 'in-house.' " 

Kolberg accepted the job as 
the interim manager Satur-
day. Kolberg was just an-
nounced as Wheeling's new 
public works director in April. 
He was the village's capital 
projects manager previously, 
and has been hired by the vil-
lage since May 2000. 

Kolberg will be working 
closely with Grabowski as he 
prepares to take over duties as 
interim manager when Gra-
bowski leaves. 

Grabowski was hired as as-
sistant village manager is No-
vember 1997 and said he has 

have been 
ence" he's 

co co 



Guy Kolberg 
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Engineer hired 
for flood study 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

In order to alleviate flood-
ing throughout the village, 
Wheeling officials need to 
know how much water is 
going into the drainage ditch 
and from where it's coming. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
hired Christopher Burke En-
gineering, Ltd., of Rosemont, 
to do just that at its Monday 
night meeting. Burke was 
hired to complete the first 
phase of a four-phase plan to 
reduce the regulatory flood-
plains and floodways of the 
village. 

The goal is to determine if 
more areas can be developed 
or redeveloped throughout the 
village. It could also means 
fewer residents will be re-
quired to pay for costly flood 
insurance in some of the vil-
lage's subdivisions. 

Christopher Burke, owner 
of the engineering firm, pre-
sented the plan for the first 
phase of the plan at a June 3 
meeting. The first phase will 
be the investigation of flow re-
duction alternatives. 

Burke said he will begin 
with studies conducted by 
other state and federal agen-
cies on the amount of water 
flowing into the drainage 
ditch from the regulatory 
floodplain. It will also involve 
developing a topographic map 
of the village. "They're going 
to determine what's out 
there," said Guy Kolberg, 
Wheeling Public Works direc-
tor. "The village does not have 
topographic records." 

Burke will also develop 
some ideas as to how to re-
duce flow into the drainage 
ditch. Burke said that will 
most likely include develop-
ing more storage in upstream 
areas of the ditch. He said the 
Buffalo Reservoir, which is 
currently the main storage 
area for the ditch, is planned 
for expansion to hold back 
more water. However, he said 
that will most likely not be 

One of the goals 
is to be able to look 
at control projects 
for certain 
subdivisions so 
they no longer 
have to pay flood 
insurance. 

Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann 

enough. 
"You still have a lot of 

drainage into the channel," 
Burke said. "You have a 
21-square-mile area (of flood-
plain), in village borders and 
out. There is no easy way or 
simple way to hold that back 
without (additional) storage." 

The second phase of the 
study will be a feasibility re-
port on measures offered in 
the first phase. After this, a 
third phase will entail the de-
sign and construction of the 
new measures. The fourth 
phase will be to redraw the 
floodplain and floodway maps 
of the village. 

Trustees agreed to hire 
Burke Engineering for the 
first phase of the project only 
at a cost of $79,536. Burke said 
the study should take six 
months to complete. 

Burke did not have an esti-
mate for future phases of the 
project, saying it will depend 
on the outcome of the first 
phase. The village is under no 
obligation to hire Burke for 
future phases of the project. 

Burke said the overall proj-
ect will be able to target spe-
cific areas of the village to see 
if they can be removed from 
the floodplain, which was 
good new to some trustees' 
ears. "One of the goals is to be 
able to look at control projects 
for certain subdivisions so 
they no longer have to pay 
flood insurance," Trustee Tre 
vor Lehmann said. 
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More issues 
encircle 
Palwaukee 
airport 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer- 

It has been a bumpy ride toward 
installing a new taxiway and T-shaped 
hangars that will allow more room to 
store residents' and business' private 
planes at Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port. 

Yet there's still turbulence ahead. 
Prospect Heights aldermen this 

month approved a letter of intent that 
will show the Illinois Department of 
Transportation the airport's commit-
ment toward building the hangars. 

IDOT requires the commitment 
before bids can be sought to build the 
taxiway for the hangars on the airport's 
southwest end, said Acting Airport 
Manager Dennis Rouleau. 

However, Wheeling still has to sign 
off on the project as a co-owner of the 
airport with Prospect Heights. Airport 
officials expect to meet with some of 
the same opposition over supplying 
water to the hangars that arose over a 
separate hangar proposal squelched 
last month. Palwaukee wants to run 
water lines from a private utility com-
pany to install water sprinklers 
required by Wheeling code, but some 
Prospect Heights aldermen want to 
fight Wheeling's sprinkler require-
ment. 

Fifth Ward Alderman Gerald T. 
Anderson told airport officials there 
should be a way to get around the 
requirement because it limits airport 
development. Last month, Wheeling 
officials stopped Palwaukee from 
spending $69,000 to build a new water 
main to supply water to another area 
of the airport for T-hangars. Officials 
said Wheeling already had to foot the 
bill for supplying water to build the air-
port's control tower in 1995. 

"I don't think there's an edict that 
requires the airport to go by the 
strictest municipal code," Anderson 
said of Palwaukee's adherence to 
Wheeling's sprinkler rules. 

Rouleau said an agreement signed 
by both towns when they bought the 
airport does just that. "With all due 
respect, if you thought this was an 
issue back then, you should have said 
something" Rouleau said. "The reso-
lution before you is to show IDOT 
we intend to build the T-hangars." 
Aldermen approved the letter of intent 
after Rouleau asked them not to put 
him in the middle of a water dispute 
between them and Wheeling trustees. 

Signboard 
a step closer 
to reality? 

61 I ZI01 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Sign rules approved by Wheeling 
this week are supposed to be the first 
step toward heeding residents' call 
for an electric signboard to display 
community events. 

Trustees, amended Wheeling's 
sign code to allow the installation of 
electronic reader board signs under 
a list of strict conditions requiring a 
special use permit. 

The signs would only be allowed at 
government offices, community 
recreation centers, convention cen-
ters, hotels and theaters that have a 
minimum of 5 acres of property. 

The Wheeling Plan Commission 
wrote the sign requirements, hoping 
to ensure that use of the electronic 
boards wouldn't become excessive, 
commission Chairman Kenneth 
Brady said. 

Wheeling trustees approved the 
sign requirements with a 5-1 vote. 
However, one trustee voted in favor 
of them only after making it clear 
they wouldn't necessarily give the 
village permission to install an elec-
tronic sign, and another trustee 
insisted the requirements are too 
restrictive. 

"Basically, the only one who would 
be able to put up an electronic 
reader board is us," Trustee Patrick 
Horcher said in opposition to the 
sign requirements. "I do understand 
that a lot of work went into this, but 
... I don't see when this would be 
amended to a point that it would be 
attainable to other businesses." 

Brady described the changes in 
the sign code as a beginning., In 
drafting their sign rules, plan can-
missioners weren't sure how to 
phrase them to allow limited use of 
electronic signs, Brady said. 

"We have met with deep resis-
tance on electronic reader boards, 
and I can only assume it comes from 
here," Brady said of the village board. t' 
"We always meet with problems 
with the cans and cants." 

Brady entreated trustees to agree 
on what approach the plan commis-
sion should take in addressing sign 
rules. Trustees approved the rules 
after Trustee Robert Heer objected to 
wasting any more of the commis-
sion's time. 

Wheeling official takes on new task 
BY CASS CLIATT' 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling decided not to reinvent 
the wheel when finding someone to 
temporarily fill the village's top 
administrative job. 

Wheeling has appointed Public 
Works Director Guy Kolberg to the 
position of acting village manager, 
choosing an employee who already 
knows the village inside and out. 

The move will take Kolberg away 
from his duties managingWheeling's 
roads and water mains, but village 
officials say public improvements 
shouldn't suffer. 

Prospects are good for filling a 
vacant capital projects job that will 
enable Wheeling to forge ahead, plan-
ning street improvements in the 
Dunhurst subdivision and on Cornell 
Avenue, officials said. 

Still, some village board members  

expect that other 
village operations 
will be adversely 
affected. 

"I think when 
you take on extra 
responsibilities, 
everything seems 
to slow down,"Vil-
lage President 
Greg Klatecld said. 

"My choice was to go out and do a 
temporary manager because right 
now with so many people being miss-
ing from our staff, I think going 
in-house burdens the staff even 
greater." 

Kolberg's appointment is the latest 
shift in responsibilities in Wheeling's 
top management since trustees in 
February dismissed former Village 
Manager Craig Anderson. He had 
served almost 14 years in the job. 

His departure left four vacancies in  

Wheeling's top management. 
Assistant Village Manager James 

Grabowski temporarily stepped in 
but told trustees last month he'll leave 
June 28 to manage the town of 
Minooka in Will County. 

Kolberg, who has been with the vil-
lage since May 2000, will take up the 
leadership mantle after being pro-
moted to his public works directing 
position last April. 

The village is accepting applica-
tions to fill the job Kolberg vacated as 
capital projects manager to prepare 
for next year's Dunhurst project and 
other road projects. 

"We'll get those projects bid if we 
get a capital projects manager on 
board or not," Kolberg said. "They are 
high enough priority that we'll get 
those done. 

"All of our supervisors in our senior 
management personnel in public 
works have been here a number of  

years. They all know and do their jobs 
exceptionally well." 

Klatecki has told the board that 
Wheeling shouldn't begin any new 
projects until a permanent replace-
ment is found for Anderson in two to 
three months, he said. 

The majority of Wheeling trustees, 
who voted for Kolberg's appointment, 
continue to assert that the expertise 
of the village's staff enables them to 
keep daily operations running 
smoothly. 

"I don't want a village manager 
where I have to create the wheel again 
and show them Hintz Road and 
Dundee Road and all that is in the vil-
lage," Trustee Dean Argiris said. 

"I don't think we're going to miss a 
step," Argiris said of the progress of 
Wheeling improvements. "Even with 
all the transitions you've seen in the 
last eight months, I don't think the vil-
lage has missed a step." 



_ 
Wheeling 
staff to miss 
leaving 
official 

Wheeling officials shared with us 
some sentiments of understanding 
and congratulations related to assis-
tant and acting Village Manager 
James Grabowski's decision to leave 
the village. 

Many still say the timing could 
have been better, 
but community 
development 
Director Daniel 
Ozanich said 
Grabowski has 
made sure to pre-
pare staff for his 
absence. 

If you missed 
the news, 
Grabowski, who 
has been with the 

 village 41/2  years, 
is leaving to take 

the village administrator position in 
the town of Minooka in Will County. 
He broke the news to the village 
board in a closed meeting May 28. 

Grabowski lives with his wife and 
2-year-old son in Villa Park, but 
expects to relocate. 

Developers doing business with 
Wheeling often have a specific 
person they identify as "the face" of 
the village, and that person is often 
the village manager. Yet, Wheeling is 
still two to three months from hiring 
a permanent manager to replace 
Craig Anderson, who was dismissed 
by the village in February 

"There are some ongoing projects 
right now and just starting up that 
Jim is bringing Guy and myself into 
so they still have a face to identify 
with," Ozanich said of himself and 
public works Director Guy Kolberg. 
"There will be some hurdles to stum-
ble over, but not obstacles." 

Ozanich said the thing he'll miss 
most about Grabowski is his dedica-
tion. Trustee Dean Argiris wished 
Grabowski congratulations, but also 
said it might be best for the village not 
to have an acting village manager "with 
a resume out there looking for a job." 

"I believe we have qualified people 
within the organization that can step 
to the helm and be village manager 
today," Argiris said. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato said it 
might be hard to give a current staff 
person the extra responsibility of vil-
lage manager duties, but she agreed 
that Wheeling has quality staff. 

"It's always bad timing, regardless 
of the time when you lose someone 
with upper staff management," Abr-
uscato said. "Mr. Grabowski, I 
understand, had looked into some-
thing many, many months ago and 
this came along, and you can't deny 
someone being able to go forward 
with this for his family. 

"He'll be sorely missed, just like Mr. 
Anderson," Abruscato said. 

To ease the transition, Grabowski 
said he'll only be a phone call away. 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 

GETTING AROUND 
WITH JON HILKEVITCH 

- acc 

Motorists wonder who took 
the common-sense planning out 
of roadwork, and mass transit 
riders want to know what hap-
pened to benches at bus stops. 

Q—"Lake-Cook Road, a major 
east-west route in the north and 
northwest suburbs, is under 
construction at the same time as 
Dundee Road just to the south. 
Whose brilliant idea was it to re-
pair both roads at the same 
time? Everyone knows that 
when people can't take Lake-
Cook, they travel Dundee, and 
vice versa. Is there a committee 
that reviews and coordinates 
the scheduling of road construc-
tion projects to avoid putting an 
undue burden on the public?" 

—Nicki E, e-mail 
A—The Cook County High-

way Department and the vil-
lages of Buffalo Grove and 
Wheeling are responsible for 
the bridge repairs and roadway 
reconstruction on Lake-Cook, 
while the Illinois Department 
of Transportation is handling 
the resurfacing of Dundee. But 
officials insist the cause of mo-
torists' angst is not a simple case 
of the left hand and the right 

PLEASE SEE ROADS, PAGE 2. 

Bad traffic 
overwhelms 
good plans 

Within three to five years, MacIsaac 
estimated, response teams will locate 
emergencies within 30 feet or less from a 
caller's position, thanks to global positioning 
satellites. 

"These future improvements will be a big 
step forward. They will eliminate the 
guesswork based on incomplete information 
from callers who may be under emotional 
stress. When people tell us they're near a 
power tower, for example, we'll know exactly 
where to find and help them," MacIsaac 
concluded. 

It's nice to know that if you do need the 
assistance of 911 right here in Wheeling, that it 
is working quickly and accurately. 
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hand working at cross-purposes. 
"IDOT has gotten a lot of calls 

from motorists asking these same 
questions, which somewhat 
amazes us because these are two 
projects in which a concerted ef-
fort was made to coordinate plan-
ning," said IDOT spokesman 
Steve KuIm. 

Added Robert Strand, the chief 
road construction engineer in 
Cook County: "IDOT is holding 
off on the portion of their project 
that is directly south of us on Dun-
dee. They won't start that work 
until the first stage of our Lake- 

work. But high traffic volumes— 
not only during rush hours min- 
imize the positive effects. In addi-
tion a record amount of money 
has been provided to fix and wid-
en Chicago-area roads under the 
Illinois FIRST infrastructure im-
provement program, so there's a 
lot of construction going on. The 
challenge involves meeting mo-
torists' demand for better roads 
while trying to limit the impact of 
construction. 

Here, then, is a summary of the 
Lake-Cook/Dundee coordination 
plan, which state, county and mu-
nicipal officials in the six-county 
region say exemplifies the multi-
agency planning they strive to 
achieve on many projects. 

Dundee Road is being resur-
faced in three segments from east  

of iumms Highway 53 to Illi-
nois Highway 43 (Waukegan 
Road). Two areas are being 
worked on now: from Illinois 53 to 
Buffalo Grove Road through the 
end of July, and from Illinois 
Highway 21 (Milwaukee Ave-
nue) to Waukegan Road, which 
will be fmished after lane striping 
that IDOT said is scheduled this 
week. 

The stretch of Dundee from 
Buffalo Grove Road to Milwaukee 
Avenue corresponds to the Lake-
Cook Road project and is not set to 
begin until after the 4th of July ho-
liday when some Lake-Cook lanes 
will be reopened, officials said. 
The Dundee work is set to contin-
ue until the end of September, 
IDOT said. 

The Lake-Cook project affect-
ing Buffalo Grove and Wheeling 
runs from Northgate Parkway 
to Lexington Drive and involves 
replaciiiig the bridge over the Wis- 

consul Central Railroad tracks 
with a wider span and rebuilding 
Lake-Cook to provide three lanes 
of traffic in both directions in-
stead of two lanes to ease conges-
tion. The project will continue 
through November. 

Q—"Why have the benches dis-
appeared at CTA bus stops? One 
of them was removed when the 
(rail-bus transfer) station at Jef-
ferson Park was rehabbed last 
year, and to name just one more of 
many locations, the benches were 
also taken out from the CTA bus 
shelter in front of St. Joseph's 
Hospital. I'm undergoing chemo-
therapy and feel wobbly after my 
treatments. I now must lean 
against the shelter to try to get 
some comfort until the bus comes. 
I called the CTA and was told the 
benches were removed because 
vagrants slept on them. But that's 
a policing problem! Why should 
we pay more money to the CTA 
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Workshop in Spanish: OMNI Youth 
Services is reaching out to its Hispanic 
communities by presenting a com-
munity workshop in Spanish about 
discrimination and fair housing. 

The Leadership Council for Met- 

Ht` art? 4.) I /I-C, -2  
Clean car for July 4th: WheeTmg's 
Special Events Committee thinks 
residents can show their village pride 
by getting their cars washed. 

On June 29, America's Car Wash is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary in 
town. For every full service car wash, 
the business will donate $1 toward 
sponsoring the village's July 4 festiv-
ities. 

The car wash, 400 N. Milwaukee 
Ave., will also be on the parade route 
passing out car air fresheners. 

There's also more news on the 
commemorative T-shirts the village 
is selling for Independence Day. 

Because Trustee Patrick Horcher 
was concerned about the limited 
times the shirts were available, he 
offered to sell them at his family's 
farm. Horcher's Farm is on Route 83 
across from Sam's Club and Wal-
Mart. 

The shirts will be on sale during 
regular business hours for $10 per 
each. 

Anyone who wants to volunteer 
for the parade and other activities 
July 4 still can call Trustee Judy Abr-
uscato, (847) 459-2666, Ext. 4107. 
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Board approved Route 83 improvements 
The Wheeling Village Board approved an agreement with 

the Illinois Department of Transportation to improve 
McHenry Road from Dundee Road to Lake-Cook Road next 
year at its June 10 meeting. 

IDOT plans to widen the road to four lanes and include 
turn lanes and new sidewalks. IDOT will also be installing 
new traffic signals and signals that will be activated for emer-
gency vehicles. 

The village will pay $172,131 of the $8.5 million project. 
IDOT will pay $1.7 million, with the federal government 
spending $6.6 million. 

The project does not include burying utility lines or addi-
tional street lighting. Trustees wanted to install new street 
lights, but put the project on hold after officials estimated a 
$1.2 million price tag for the improvement. 

Trustees still would like to bury the utility lines along 
McHenry Road. They may execute a rider in the Common-
wealth Edison contract which allows the village to charge 
electricity users for the project. ComEd customers would be 
additionally charged, based on the amount of use, for the du- 
ration of the c ' • - P/or4c-f 

Wireless 91 Q , 120/2f,e) 
Last December, Wireless 911 went into effect 

in Wheeling at the Fire Department's new 
dispatch center, being a joint effort with the 
Glenview Fire Department. 

Now, calls are coming in faster, emergency 
crews are being dispatched sooner and 
Wheeling's emergency response system has 
moved up a notch. 

"More than two out of three people own 
wireless telephones," said Fire Chief Keith 
MacIsaac. "Before, people had to search for a 
pay telephone and find the change to operate 
it. Obviously, that took time. Now we learn 
about emergencies sooner than we once might 
have. It saves vital seconds on a call." 

In the last four months, emergency 
dispatchers have fielded 6,357 calls from 911, 
of which 4,698 were from wireless sources. 
From the beginning, Wireless 911 had around a 
74 percent of total 911 emergency calls. That 
figure jumped to 78 percent in April. 

Due to the number of wireless telephones, 

u) cu  
ropolitan Open Communities is A :44  
teaming up with OMNI, which has a E 
center in Wheeling. The workshop *\-- (t)  2̀to -2 
will bell a.m. June 22 at OMNI's qa. 00 
Prospect Heights resource center, 
668-B N. Milwaukee Ave. 

Each year, OMNI centers promote 
self-sufficiency for more than 4,500 
people, many of whom are low-
income and immigrant families. 

The mission of the Leadership 
Council, established in 1966, is to 
eliminate discrimination and segre-
gation in metropolitan Chicago 
housing markets. 

Golf outing today: The 16th annual 
Angels with Clubs Golf Outing, spon-
sored by the Addolorata Villa 
Foundation, will be held today at Lake 
Barrington Shores Country Club. 

The event begins at 11 a.m. with 
registration. There will then be lunch 
and a 12:30 p.m. shotgun start on the 
green. A 2002 Chevrolet is among the 
prizes. Call Bill Duncan for fee rates 
and other information, (847) 808- 
6126. Proceeds will benefit the 
Wheeling-based continuing care 
retirement community 

glimpse of what lies ahead in emergency 

U 
  ci.') response. By the end of 2002, dispatchers will 4 sp. Q co be able to pinpoint an emergency location as 

close as 1,000 feet. 
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staff to miss 
leaving 
official 

Wheeling officials shared with us 
some sentiments of understanding 
and congratulations related to assis-
tant and acting Village Manager 
James Grabowski's decision to leave 
the village. 

Many still say the timing could 
have been better, 
but community 
development 
Director Daniel 
Ozanich said 
Grabowski has 
made sure to pre-
pare staff for his 
absence. 

If you missed 
the news, 
Grabowski, who 
has been with the 
village 41/2  years, 
is leaving to take 

the village administrator position in 
the town of Minooka in Will County. 
He broke the news to the village 
board in a closed meeting May 28. 

Grabowski lives with his wife and 
2-year-old son in Villa Park, but 
expects to relocate. 

Developers doing business with 
Wheeling often have a specific 
person they identify as "the face" of 
the village, and that person is often 
the village manager. Yet, Wheeling is 
still two to three months from hiring 
a permanent manager to replace 
Craig Anderson, who was dismissed 
by the village in February. 

"There are some ongoing projects 
right now and just starting up that 
Jim is bringing Guy and myself into 
so they still have a face to identify 
with," Ozanich said of himself and 
public works Director Guy Kolberg. 
"There will be some hurdles to stum-
ble over, but not obstacles." 

Ozanich said the thing he'll miss 
most about Grabowski is his dedica-
tion. Trustee Dean Argiris wished 
Grabowski congratulations, but also 
said it might be best for the village not 
to have an acting village manager "with 
a resume out there looking for a job." 

"I believe we have qualified people 
within the organization that can step 
to the helm and be village manager 
today," Argiris said. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato said it 
might be hard to give a current staff 
person the extra responsibility of vil-
lage manager duties, but she agreed 
that Wheeling has quality staff. 

"It's always bad timing, regardless 
of the time when you lose someone 
with upper staff management," Abr-
uscato said. "Mr. Grabowski, I 
understand, had looked into some-
thing many, many months ago and 
this came along, and you can't deny 
someone being able to go forward 
with this for his family. 

"He'll be sorely missed, just like Mr. 
Anderson," Abruscato said. 

To ease the transition, Grabowski 
said he'll only be a phone call away. 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 

GETTING AROUND 
WITH JON HILKEVITCH 
'''rg.•e),,N ea-  -cdit012,c. 

Motorists wonder who took 
the common-sense planning out 
of roadwork, and mass transit 
riders want to know what hap-
pened to benches at bus stops. 

(4—"Lake-Cook Road, a major 
east-west route in the north and 
northwest suburbs, is under 
construction at the same time as 
Dundee Road just to the south. 
Whose brilliant idea was it to re-
pair both roads at the same 
time? Everyone knows that 
when people can't take Lake-
Cook, they travel Dundee, and 
vice versa. Is there a committee 
that reviews and coordinates 
the scheduling of road construc-
tion projects to avoid putting an 
undue burden on the public?" 

F, e-mail 
A—The Cook County High-

way Department and the vil-
lages of Buffalo Grove and 
Wheeling are responsible for I 
the bridge repairs and roadway 
reconstruction on Lake-Cook, 
while the Illinois Department 
of Transportation is handling 
the resurfacing of Dundee. But 
officials insist the cause of mo-
torists' angst is not a simple case 
of the left hand and the right 

Bad traffic 
overwhelms 
good plans 

ROADS: -Ct131-`-- 
Cook work is completed in July" 

( L L A close look at the two projects 

CTA benches done their joint-planning home-
shows the agencies have indeed 

home-
work. But high traffic volumes—
not only during rush hours—min-

not a priority imize the positive effects. In addi-
tion a record amount of money 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

hand working at cross-purposes. 
"IDOT has gotten a lot of calls 

from motorists asking these same 
questions, which somewhat 
amazes us because these are two 
projects in which a concerted ef-
fort was made to coordinate plan-
ning," said IDOT spokesman 
Steve Kulm. 

Added Robert Strand, the chief 
road construction engineer in 
Cook County: "IDOT is holding 
off on the portion of their project 
that is directly south of us on Dun-
dee. They won't start that work 
until the first stage of our Lake- 

has been provided to fix and wid-
en Chicago-area roads under the 
Illinois FIRST infrastructure im-
provement program, so there's a 
lot of construction going on. The 
challenge involves meeting mo-
torists' demand for better roads 
while trying to limit the impact of 
construction. 

Here, then, is a summary of the 
Lake-Cook/Dundee coordination 
plan, which state, county and mu-
nicipal officials in the six-county 
region say exemplifies the multi-
agency planning they strive to 
achieve on many projects. 

Dundee Road is being resur-
face d in three segments from east  

of Illinois Highway 53 to Illi-
nois Highway 43 (Waukegan 
Road). Two areas are being 
worked on now: from Illinois 53 to 
Buffalo Grove Road thrqugh the 
end of July, and from Illinois 
Highway 21 (Milwaukee Ave-
nue) to Waukegan Road, which 
will be finished after lane striping 
that IDOT said is scheduled this 
week. 
' The stretch of Dundee from 

Buffalo Grove Road to Milwaukee 
Avenue corresponds to the Lake-
Cook Road project and is not set to 
begin until after the 4th of July ho-
liday when some Lake-Cook lanes 
will be reopened, officials said. 
The Dundee work is set to contin-
ue until the end of September, 
IDOT said. 

The Lake-Cook project affect-
ing Buffalo Grove and Wheeling 
runs from Northgate Parkway.  
to Lexington Drive and involves 
replaciilig the bridge over the Wis- 

cousin Central Railroad tracks 
with a wider span and rebuilding 
Lake-Cook to provide three lanes 
of traffic in both directions in-
stead of two lanes to ease conges-
tion. The project will continue 
through November. 

Q—"Why have the benches dis-
appeared at CTA bus stops? One 
of them was removed when the 
(rail-bus transfer) station at Jef-
ferson Park was rehabbed last 
year, and to name just one more of 
many locations, the benches were 
also taken out from the CTA bus 
shelter in front of St. Joseph's 
Hospital. I'm undergoing chemo-
therapy and feel wobbly after my 
treatments. I now must lean 
against the shelter to try to get 
some comfort until the bus comes. 
I called the CTA and was told the 
benches were removed because 
vagrants slept on them. But that's 
a policing problem! Why should 
we pay more mom ,y to the CTA 
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Workshop in Spanish: OMNI Youth .2 6:1. ,o) c
Services is reaching out to its Hispanic (/) .,73, z  
communities by presenting a corn- c/ ul . 
munity workshop in Spanish about v.:, E t 
discrimination and fair housing. lL E Q "5 • .° 4 ǹ  •° 

The Leadership Council for Met- R.  0 c,"72 -5 a) 
oa " 

ropolitan Open Communities is Q 75, o cci,__o z 
teaming up with OMNI, which has a c -74 cc) a) cA-4 g 6  cu  
center in Wheeling. The workshop "1-  CI3 rot y cLi 
will be 11 a.m. June 22 at OMNI's 
Prospect Heights resource center, -
668-B N. Milwaukee Ave. 

Each year, OMNI centers promote 
self-sufficiency for more than 4,500 
people, many of whom are low-
income and immigrant families. 

The mission of the Leadership 
Council, established in 1966, is to 
eliminate discrimination and segre-
gation in metropolitan Chicago 
housing markets. 

Golf outing today: The 16th annual 
Angels with Clubs Golf Outing, spon-
sored by the Addolorata Villa 
Foundation, will be held today at Lake 
Barrington Shores Country Club. 

The event begins at 11 a.m. with 
registration. There will then be lunch 
and a 12:30 p.m. shotgun start on the 
green. A 2002 Chevrolet is among the 
prizes. Call Bill Duncan for fee rates 
and other information, (847) 808-
6126. Proceeds will benefit the 
Wheeling-based continuing care 
retirement community 

PLEASE SEE ROADS, PAGE 2. 

Hcam_o 4,1 i (1 ? 
Clean car for July 4th: Wheeling's 
Special Events Committee thinks 
residents can show their village pride 
by getting their cars washed. 

On June 29, America's Car Wash is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary in 
town. For every full service car wash, 
the business will donate $1 toward 
sponsoring the village's July 4 festiv-
ities. 

The car wash, 400 N. Milwaukee 
Ave., will also be on the parade route 
passing out car air fresheners. 

There's also more news on the 
commemorative T-shirts the village 
is selling for Independence Day. 

Because Trustee Patrick Horcher 
was concerned about the limited 
times the shirts were available, he 
offered to sell them at his family's 
farm. Horcher's Farm is on Route 83 
across from Sam's Club and Wal-
Mart. 

The shirts will be on sale during 
regular business hours for $10 per 
each. 

Anyone who wants to volunteer 
for the parade and other activities 
July 4 still can call Trustee Judy Abr-
uscato, (847) 459-2666, Ext. 4107. 

pioNpev L P fLes. ColZe /acD(_,--) 

Board approved Route 83 improvements 
The Wheeling Village Board approved an agreement with 

the Illinois Department of Transportation to improve 
McHenry Road from Dundee Road to Lake-Cook Road next 
year at its June 10 meeting. 

IDOT plans to widen the road to four lanes and include 
turn lanes and new sidewalks. IDOT will also be installing 
new traffic signals and signals that will be activated for emer-
gency vehicles. 

The village will pay $172,131 of the $8.5 million project. 
IDOT will pay $1.7 million, with the federal government 
spending $6.6 million. 

The project does not include burying utility lines or addi-
tional street lighting. Trustees wanted to install new street 
lights, but put the project on hold after officials estimated a 
$1.2 million price tag for the improvement. 

Trustees still would like to bury the utility lines along 
McHenry Road. They may execute a rider in the Common-
wealth Edison contract which allows the village to charge 
electricity users for the project. ComEd customers would be 
additionally charged, based on the amount of use, for the du- 
ration  of  the c " P/Opie.P- prz„c 

Wireless 911 (c,, 1;/, 
Last December, Wireless 911 went into effect 

in Wheeling at the Fire Department's new 
dispatch center, being a joint effort with the 
Glenview Fire Department. 

Now, calls are coming in faster, emergency 
crews are being dispatched sooner and 
Wheeling's emergency response system has 
moved up a notch. 

"More than two out of three people own 
wireless telephones," said Fire Chief Keith 
MacIsaac. "Before, people had to search for a 
pay telephone and find the change to operate 
it. Obviously, that took time. Now we learn 
about emergencies sooner than we once might 
have. It saves vital seconds on a call." 

In the last four months, emergency 
dispatchers have fielded 6,357 calls from 911, 
of which 4,698 were from wireless sources. 
From the beginning, Wireless 911 had around a 
74 percent of total 911 emergency calls. That 
figure jumped to 78 percent in April. 

Due to the number of wireless telephones, 
dispatchers have received an average of more 
than two calls for each incident. 

These life saving advances are only a 
glimpse of what lies ahead in emergency 
response. By the end of 2002, dispatchers will 
be able to pinpoint an emergency location as 
close as 1,000 feet. 

Within three to five years, MacIsaac 
estimated, response teams will locate 

CO CO 
CD

emergencies within 30 feet or less from a 
caller's position, thanks to global positioning 

CY5 satellites. L.C3 
"These future improvements will be a big 

step forward. They will eliminate the 
guesswork based on incomplete information 
from callers who may be under emotional 
stress. When people tell us they're near a 
power tower, for example, we'll know exactly 
where to find and help them," MacIsaac 
concluded. 

It's nice to know that if you do need the 
assistance of 911 right here in Wheeling, that it 
is working  quickly and accurately. 
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Planning committee looks at li.brary's successes 
Ron Jonas, Wheeling Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann and 5th Ward Alderman 
Darlene Ahlstedt of Prospect Heights. 

"I was selected as a person who can 
represent what Prospect Heights citi-
zens want, but we're taking suggestions 
from other people, so pass along any 
ideas you have," Ahlstedt told other 
Prospect Heights aldermen in a city 
council meeting last month. 

The committee plans ultimately to 
finalin. a list of improvements from 
which the library can act. 
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BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Indian Trails Public Library Dis-
trict is collecting community opinions 
'to decide what type of facility the 
library should become for the next five 
to 10 years. 

With the help of a consultant, the 
library has formed a planning com-
mittee made up of leaders from the 
Prospect Heights, Wheeling and Buf-
falo Grove communities the library 

serves. 
The first of a series of three commu-

nity meetings was held late last month, 
and the library board is about to 
embark on the second phase of the 
program. 

"We called representatives from the 
communities to come in and then we 
asked them where they thought their 
communities were going in the next 
five years and what the needs of the 
community were and how the library 
could fit into those needs," said Earl 

Sabes, library board president. 
"Now we're going to sit down with 

staff to review those recommendations 
to see if we can match them to our 
resources." 

The library in March received the OK 
from voters for a tax increase that will 
give the library up to $465,000 more a 
year to keep pace with modem needs. 

Indian Trails told voters the library 
needs to update its technology and 
expand operating hours, but there 
could be more that residents want the 

library to do. 
"As far as collection and the building 

itself, do we need another library to 
serve the area?," Sabes said, listing 
questions the new planning commit-
tee will help answer. "Do we need more 
foreign language stuff? Is our collection 
comprehensive enough to give every-
one what they need?" 

Among the estimated 20 commu-
nity leaders serving on the library's 
planning committee are Buffalo Grove 
Chamber of Commerce Vice President 

ground's surface. 
However, Wheeling trustees 

weren't satisfied that a site of a 10-
year-old gasoline spill is clean 
enough for a housing subdivision. 

The viii ge board voted 5-1 to deny 
a petition from Concord Develop-
ment Corp. to build a phase of the 
Avalon-Sienna subdivision north of 
Foster Industrial Park and next to the 
site of a construction accident that 
spilled almost 143,000 gallons of 
gasoline in 1992. 

"I personally think the public 
safety should prevail over the profits 
of Concord," Trustee Bob Heer said. 
"Come back when it's clean." 

Attorneys for the developer 
explained that the only way to get 
clearance to build homes from the 
Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency would be to completely clean 
the site or to ban residents from 
drinking the water. 

At least three companies have 
struggled to clean up the proposed 

housing site since a contractor 
installing a natural gas pipe bored 
into a gasoline line at a neighboring 
ComEd site 10 years ago. 

Buried utilities and the spread of 
contaminants through ground water 
make it impossible to haul away con-
taminated soil. 

"This property can meet residen-
tial standards if we don't allow — as 
your ordinances don't allow anyway 
— residents to install water wells," 
said Mark Steger, a lawyer represent- 

ing the property owner, Potomac 
Corp. 

The last time any trace of gasoline 
was seen in test wells on the spill site 
was last July, said Scott Buckner, an 
environmental manager for the West 
Shore Pipeline petroleum company. 

"We are an oil company; people 
like to sue us," Buckner said. "If we 
thought there was a liability issue 
that was real, we wouldn't be here 
trying to get this through." 

Trustee Dean Argiris questioned 

the village's alternatives if trustees 
voted against Concord's develop-
ment. Potomac and Concord Homes 
were willing to install an aggressive 
system to further clean up the site 
that has long sat vacant. 

Still, Trustee Patrick Horcher was 
the only board member who voted 
against the majority's decision to 
deny Concord's petition. 

"This does sound like an opportu-
nity to get better than average 
cleanup of this site," Horcher said. 
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Several supervisory changes 
have been made in the Police 
and Fire Departments, village 
officials announced. 

Police Sgt. William Benson, 
training and research officer, 
was promoted to commander in 
charge of the department's sup-
port services division, said Po- 
lice Chief John Popadowski. J 

Benson fills the opening cre-
ated by the May retirement of 
Cmdr. Eric Larson, who had 
been with the department since 
1975. 

Cpl. Peter Panagakis was pro- 
moted to sergeant, Popadowski 
said. 

In the Fire Department, Bat-
talion Chief Richard Wydra, 52, 
has been named deputy chief, 
replacing Richard Theobold, 
who retired after 32 years. 

Also promoted were Lt. Rob-
ert Leipzig,  43, to battalion 
chief, and firefighter/paramed- 
ic Patrick Trunda, 45, to lieuten-
ant/paramedic. 
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Fire and police 
promotions made 

John Maes 

Whling rules site remains unsafe for housing proj ee ect 
BY CASS CLIATT 

hDaily Herald Staff Writer 

The idea that a 5-year-old child 

po
could someday play in a detention 

nd contaminated with gasoline 
' led a Wheeling housing proposal 

Monday. 
Attorneys and environmentalists 

supporting a 50-unit townhouse pro-
ject along Willow Road insisted 
children would never be at risk from 
soil contamination deep under the 
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Wheeling 
says goodbye 
to leaders 

Reader board 
law restricting 
potential uses 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Electronic reader board 
signs are now allowed by law 
in Wheeling, but it is still very 
difficult to put one up. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
passed a new ordinance that 
will allow electronic reader 
board signs by special use in 
the village. However, the new 
law severely limits who can 
have them and where they can 
be located. 

According to the law, only 
government entities, commu-
nity recreation centers, con-
vention centers, hotels and 
theaters that sit on 5 acres of 
land can use the signs. Since 
there are no convention cen-
ters or theaters or hotels that 
sit on.. 5, acres; he law effec-
tively allows Only government 
entities to use them. 

The electronic portion of 
the sign can only make up 25 
percent of the total area of the 
sign and the signs can be no 
closer than 600 feet from each 
other. 

Trustees had asked the 
Plan Commission to work on 
the ordinance. They say the 
signs, which post messages 
electronically, can be erected 
without violating the intent of 
the sign code. 

"It is the best sign for mar-
keting and advertising (for 
businesses)," Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann said. 

Other trustees and plan 
commissioners said it would 
be nice for Village Hall to 
have an electronic reader 
board sign to inform residents 
about upcoming events or vil-
lage news. 

However, even Village Hall 
could not put up one of the 
signs according to the new or-
dinance. It would need at least 
one variance. Since Village 
Hall already has one free-
standing sign, it would need a 

"The only ones who can use 
them, really, are government 
entities. Government entities 
who don't pay taxes," he said. 
"Those who do pay taxes in 
the village can't use them, and 
I think that's wrong." 

Lehmann said he voted in 
favor of the ordinance because 
it is a "good first step in the 
right direction," but he said 
he would like the plan com-
mission to take another crack 
at the ordinance. 

There are only two 

Most are tasteful, 
and they can be a 
benefit to the 
village, but they 
can get out of 
control. 3 

Ken Brady, chairman 
of the Plan 

Commission, on 
reader board signs 

variance to put up a second 
free-standing sign. Lehmann 
also said any reader board al-
lowed by the ordinance would 
not be large enough for use at 
Village Hall. 

He said village ordinance 
states the largest sign can be 
100 square feet. A 
25-square-foot reader board 
would not be large enough he 
argued. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher 
said the new ordinance was 
too restrictive for him to pass. 
He was the lone trustee to 
vote against it. 

"The bulk of the text and 
the restrictions basically pro-
hibit these signs," he said. 
"The improvement is so 
slight. It's a good beginning, 
but I can't support it." 

Ken Brady, Plan Commis-
sion chairman, said the com-
mission had a difficult time 
finding the correct wording 
for the ordinance to allow the 
signs and still restrict their 
use. 

"Most are tasteful, and they 
can be a benefit to the vil-
lage," Brady said. "But they 
can get out of control." 

Lehmann, too, said the new 
ordinance is too restricting, 
and he would like to see a pro-
vision that will allow busi-
nesses to use them. 

(Continued on page 14) 

electronic reader board signs 
in Wheeling. One is at the 
Community Recreation Cen-
ter on Dundee Road, and 
there is one at Hackney's on 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

The signs were not permit-
ted under the old ordinance. 
The Park District was able to 
have one under an even older 
law that allowed special uses 
like the center to have them. 
Hackney's received a variance 
for its sign. 

a 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When James A. Rhodes arrived for 
his job in Wheeling two decades ago, 
the village had only 150 employees, 
an $8 million budget to pay for town 
services and about half the popula-
tion the village has today. 

About 240 employees now work in 
Wheeling, and its budget has 
grown to more than $50 million. 

"Through his leadership and 
guidance, Wheeling has prospered 
and grown," village President Greg 
Klatecki said in a proclamation 
honoring Rhodes this week. 

Most Wheeling residents probably 
don't know who he is, but Rhodes 
has worked behind the scenes in the 
village as its attorney since 1992. 

The village board officially bid 
farewell to him, Assistant and Acting 
Village Manager James Grabowski 
and retiring Deputy Fire Chief 
Richard Theobold during its meet-
ing Monday. 

June 25, 27 and 28 were marked as 
days honoring Theobold, Grabowski 
and Rhodes, respectively. 

Described as a mentor "instru-
mental" in improving residents' 
quality of life, Rhodes helped Wheel-
ing draft new laws and push forward 
with redevelopment. He will retire at 
the end of this month. 

Grabowski, who began his career 
in the village in 1997 as an adminis-
trative assistant, will leave June 28 to 
take a job managing the town of 
Minooka in Will County. 

"I have really appreciated the 
opportunities that this board and 
the village staff have given to me," 
Grabowski said. 

A large contingent of firefighters 
was on hand to say goodbye to 
Theobold, who is retiring after about 
30 years as deputy fire chief. 

His expressions of gratitude 
lasted less time than the prolonged 
applause he received for three 
decades of helping fight fires and 
rescue people in need. 

"My 30 years here that I spent was 
a wonderful 30 years," Theobold 
said. 

Klatecki joked that Theobold 
should feel gratified the village 
needs three men to replace him. 

Wheeling swore in former Battal-
ion Chief Richard Wydra as the new 
deputy chief, former Lt. paramedic 
Robert Leipzig to battalion chief, 
and firefighter paramedic Patrick 
Trunda as the new lieutenant para-
medic. 
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Mike Horcher is passing along five 
generations of values to his sons. 
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Mike Horcher passes down five generations of values 

Without 
unity, this 
business 
would not 
be here. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

M ichael Horcher's farm has 
been passed down for five 
generations and the 
current patriarch of the 

family has also passed on some 
valuable fatherly advice to his six 
sons. 

Horcher said his family established 
the farm in 1848, which originally grew 
grains and raised livestock. The farm 
has evolved and grown smaller. Corn 
is still grown on the 400 acres that are 
left, and flowers are also a staple of the 
business. 

Horcher was elected to the Wheeling 
Village Board last spring, where his 
second-eldest, Patrick, also serves. 
Four of his six sons still live in 
Wheeling. Working together has 
always been a strong value in the 
family. 

"We always get behind each other," 
Michael Horcher said. "One will 
always help the other." 

`He's your brother' 
The eldest son, Michael Jr., runs his 

own landscaping business and 
sometimes relies on Patrick's 
greenhouses to get flowers. The two 
youngest, Chris and James, each own 
their own towing companies and help each other in their work 
all the time. 

"(Michael Sr.) always pushed, 'He's your brother so you help 
him out,' " Chris Horcher said. 

Michael Horcher said the Future Farmers of America take in 
new members and give them a demonstration with a quarter 
inch of rope. He said new members are asked to unravel the 
threads of the rope, to show that when wound together, the rope 

is far stronger than when it's apart. He said 
he has taken that lesson and applied to the 
family. 

"Without unity, this business would not 
be here," he said. "The younger generations 
have new ideas that change with the 
changing times. The business needs to 
prosper and we need to work together for 
that to happen." 

All six sons helped out on the farm as 
they were growing up. The youngest, 
James, would go to the farmer's market at 
age 5 or 6, Michael Horcher said, taking 
money for plants and vegetables, wearing 
an apron that read "Please help me make 
change." He said the family always found 
ways to get everyone involved in the 
business. 

Michael Jr., the eldest of the Horcher 
sons, said that value has always stuck with 
him. 

"We all work together and we all stay 
together," he said. 

Michael Horcher Jr. also said he has 
received help from his father when it comes 
to running his own business. All six 
Horcher sons have their own business.  

Michael Sr. said he always tried to treat customers fairly so they 
keep coming back. Michael Jr. has found that works for his 
business, too. 

"A lot of my customers I've worked with for over 20 years 
now," he said. "I appreciate them being here and keeping them 
as customers." 

Family farm 
Michael Sr. said the children always had things to do around 

the farm. They showed livestock at fairs, which they raised, fed, 
walked and took care of. He said they were always busy with 
their own responsibilities, which mostly kept them out of 
trouble. 

"They always had responsibilities, but not above and beyond 
what they could handle," he said. 

Out of six sons, only two have children of their own, Patrick 
and Darrell. Michael Horcher Sr. has three grandchildren. 

Patrick Horcher has two of those, Asher and Patrick Jr. He 
said he tries to show them how his family works together and 
helps each other out. 

During one stormy night, some shingles had blown off the roof 
of the house when Patrick pulled in. He helped his brother 
anchor the shingle while the storm was still blowing to prevent 
further damage to the house. 

"My daughter still remembers that," he said. "I've told them, 
if they can't get a hold of me or my wife to call the business here, 
and their uncles will help them ... I've always told my kids that 
family comes first." 

Patrick said as he has grown older, he is more thankful of his 
experiences growing up on the farm. 

"I wish I could bring my kids here more often," he said. 
He said he would like to give his own children similar 

responsibilities that he had when he was growing up. But living 
in a suburban house instead of on the farm makes it difficult. 

(Continued on page 23) 

The Horchers —
Pat, Mike, Mike 
Jr. and Chris, are 
tending to the 
farm and to the 
values that have 
been in their 
family for five 
generations. 

Richard Bajjalieh/Pioneer Press 
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"I'd like for them to each 
have puppy so they have the 
responsibility of raising and 
training an animal," he said. 
"But my 20 by 20 yard isn't 
big enough for two dogs." 

Patrick Horcher said other 
values he tries to instill in his 
children include respect for 
others and their opinions, and 
to not blindly accept 
authority. 

"I don't want them to be 
ouppets or members of a 
herd," he said. "They're 
willful kids, but reasonable, 
toc They ask for 
exi lanations." 

Michael Horcher said 
having grandchildren is very 
different from having his own. 

"They come by and then 
they go home at night," he 
said. "Isn't that what it's all 
about?" 

He also said he believes it is 
more difficult to raise children 
today than when he did. He 
said he believes families today 
rely too much on television as 
a unifying factor. 

"Some of the programs get 
way out there," he said. 
"They're meaningless. Maybe 
there's some benefit to them. I 
don't know. Maybe I have to 
look a bit deeper into them." 
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Picture courtesy Village of Wheeling 

This is a conceptual drawing for Prairie Park, a 306-unit condominium development earmarked 
for land southwest of the interseection of Lake-Cook and Milwaukee roads. 
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Village liking what it sees 
in new condominium plan 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling developer Mark Smith continues 
to impress village officials with his Prairie 
Park proposal he hopes to build near the cor-
ner of Wolf Road and Milwaukee Avenue. 

Smith took his proposal to the Plan Commis-
sion, which praised the project and had very 
few concerns. Commissioners examined the 
proposal of 306 condominiums in five build-
ings with enthusiasm. 

"I really like what I'm seeing," said commis-
sioner David Cantwell. "I think it's a very ap-
propriate use." 

The proposal by Smith, of Smith and Sons, 
shows five buildings surrounding a pond, with 
two buildings on the south side of the property 
and three to the north. The northern buildings 
will be seven stories high and the southern 
buildings are proposed to be five. 

Commissioners and officials had very few 
concerns with the proposal. One concern was 
whether there was proper drainage for the 
area. The western part of the 18-acre site cur-
rently lies in a flood plain. However Cliff To-
berman, the engineer hired by Smith, said he 
was confident the area will not flood. 

Drainage is expected to flow out into the new 
diversion channel of the Wheeling Drainage 
Ditch. Toberman said that should take care of 
flooding issues, along with the pond, which 
will act as storage for stormwater. 

"If I had any doubts of not being capable of 

building this, I wouldn't bring it before you," 
Smith told the commission. "It wouldn't be ad-
vantageous for me, as a Wheeling resident, or 
my business to build something that will 
flood." 

Village Engineer Richard Glenz said he does 
not believe there are any conditions on the site 
the developer "can't overcome" with the pro-
posed drainage system. 

Commissioner Steve Bthme said his concern 
was with traffic. He said 306 units will generate 
a lot of additional traffic for Wolf Road. 

"I think a traffic (impact) study would be in 
order," he said. 

Howard Hirsch, the architect hired by 
Smith, said he was trying to design the devel-
opment in a prairie style, which accents the 
horizontal features of the buildings. He also 
said he had two main objectives with the de-
sign. 

He said he was trying to create a sense of 
"place within itself" since there are no similar 
uses in the area. He also said he wanted to take 
advantage of the views to the north, west and 
east of the site. 

"We looked at the surroundings," he said. 
"This is not in the heart of central Wheeling. 
It's isolated from most residential areas." 

The design leaves 64 percent of the site as 
open space, with an elaborate entrance that in-
cludes a waterfall and a gazebo. Smith said he 
was excited about the "spectacular" water fea-
ture planed for the entrance. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Library district keeps Web filters policy • 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Residents arrived for this week's 
meeting at the Indian Trails library 
armed with studies showing that 
Internet filters effectively protect 
children from pornography. 

The library board had its own 
reports showing they don't. 

The meeting became a forum for 
dueling research, as the Indian Trails 
Public Library District staff presented 
demonstrations to explain the 
library's no-filter policy. 

Staff used computers to show how 
one of the filter programs most com-
monly used at local schools and 
libraries, Cyber Sitter, blocks sites on 
teen pregnancy, the town of Essex, 
the Center for Disease Control and 
such popular retail items as Muffy  

Teddy Bear. 
The software program Cyber 

Patrol was less restrictive, letting 
pornographic sites get through, but 
blocking some informational sites 
critical of filters themselves. 

"What makes me uncomfortable 
from a reference point of view is we're 
misleading people," said Sally Dicker 
Smith, in charge of the library's adult 
services. "Not to bad-mouth my col-
leagues at other libraries, but if we tell 
parents that by using filters we're pro-
tecting children, we're lying to them." 

Many residents disagreed. They 
said taxpayers in Wheeling, Buffalo 
Grove and Prospect Heights deserve 
to help shape their library's policy. 

"I'd rather have a filter, even if it's not 
100 percent," said the Rev. Paul Klopke 
of Living Christ Lutheran Church on 
the border of Buffalo Grove. 

Residents pointed out that the 
library routinely makes selective 
decisions in deciding not to carry 
pornographic magazines. "So why 
would you open the World Wide Web 
up in your library?" former teacher 
Eleanor Hesse ofWheeling said. 

Some residents were grateful to see 
how much the library had researched 
the issue, but they insisted the 
library's policies don't make sense. 

"You don't use filters because 
they're not 100 percent. There are 
crooked police out there; let's do 
away with the police department," 
said Chris McClure ofWheeling. 

The audience pressed for a com-
promise that would put filters on 
some Indian Trails computers, which 
children 14 and younger would use. 

libraries in Schaumburg, Barring-
ton, Mount Prospect and Palatine are  

among those that filter, including 
some with only partial filtering poli-
cies. Indian Trails library board 
President Earl Sabes explained the 
library explored those options with 
its attorney less than a year ago. 

"Our position is schools filter, but 
at the school they are required to be a 
parent in absentia," Sabes said. "They 
have the responsibility to protect 
children from harm. On the other 
hand, the library's responsibility is to 
be a source of information. Many 
homes today don't have access to the 
Internet and we have to promote 
freedom of information." 

Still, Sabes assured residents the 
issue isn't closed. "I'm sure that over 
the next weeks, months, years, this 
topic will be revisited," he said. "We 
really don't have a closed mind and 
we wish to listen to the community." 



- Jioizco 

Wheeling program catches eye of White House 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Wrtler 

Efrain Fuentes is happy in his job 
as a restaurant cook, but he's not sure 
he wants to do it forever. 

The 34-year-old Wheeling man has 
worked for Bob Chinn's CrabHouse 
for 12 years, but he might want to 
open his own restaurant some day. 

That would be hard to do, however, 
without the ability to read, write or 
speak English. 

"Right now I don't interact much 
with the clients, but it would be good 
to be able to," Fuentes said in his 
native Spanish. "Speaking English 
helps to provide better service at the 
restaurant here, and it could help me 
get a better position." 

Fuentes came to the United States 
from Mexico 14 years ago to earn a 
living for his family. Until recently, 
though, the hours Fuentes had to 
work to support his wife and 3-year-
old son didn't give him time to enroll 
in English classes. 

Then an innovative Welfare to 

Work program offering language 
classes and management training 
came along to offer Fuentes and 
other Bob Chinn's staff new oppor-
tunities. Employees have learned to 
read and write English, communi-
cate with their children's teachers 
and earn state certifications in food 
handling. 

Even as debate continues inWash-
ington over welfare-to-work reforms, 
Wheeling business leaders are trum-
peting this Bob Chinn's success story 
that caught the eye of the White 
House. 

Four staff members from Bob 
Chinn's in Wheeling met with Presi-
dent Bush in April as part of a 
campaign to inform Congress, local 
government agencies and the busi- 

ness community of the progress of 
welfare reform. 

The non-profit Welfare to Work 
Partnership agency invited Bob 
Chinn's — along with Wheeling's 
Inland Die Casting Corp. — to Capi-
tol Hill after seeing the benefits of 
federally funded grants the agency 
gave the businesses for training. 

Bob Chinn's piloted separate Eng-
lish as a Second Language and food 
sanitation training sessions last 
summer for low-income employees 
at risk of falling onto welfare rolls. A 
partnership with Inland Die Casting 
provided management training. 

Bob Chinn's is now expanding its 
programs to more local businesses 
with the help of the Wheeling/ 
Prospect Heights Area Chamber of 

0 Links 
dallyberaid.com/ez  
Bookmark our Web page for hyperlinks 
to more information 
Welfare to Wort Partnership 
Wheeling/Prospect Heights Chamber of 
Commerce 
Bob Chinn's Crab House 

Commerce & Industry and more fed-
eral funding. 

"We've taken the welfare-to-work 
reform and reconfigured it for our-
selves." said Frank D'Angelo, general 
manager of Bob Chinn's CrabHouse. 

"We're using it to train employees 
who are less fortunate — where some 
have come to this country without 
the education that we've had — and 
we want them to go ahead and get 
promoted through better training 
and improvement of their job skills." 

Chinn's staff showcased the pro- 

See TRAINING on PAGE 10 

"We never really expected any recognition. It was from our hearts 
to provide an opportunity for our employees." 

Cheun Tam, human resource manager at Bob Chinn's 

D 4.11c, i-z_c-er-r— 

Training: Language.skills crucial to promoting employees 

JO! I WNARD/DA1LY HERALD  

Irene° Mendoza can prepare soft shell crab at Bob Chinn's Crab House in 
Wheeling but he was happy to be able to improve his job readiness skills. 

Continued from Page 1 

gram's merits in a town hall meeting 
with Bush April 18. China's was one 
of seven Chicago-area businesses 
recognized for efforts to hire welfare 
recipients. 

The White House then reached out 
to Chinn's with an invitation to Bush's 
Chicago speech last month in sup-
port of welfare reform. 

"Bob Chinn's represents the secret 
of why welfare reform is a success," 
said U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk, who 
attended Bush's speech. "It's not in 
getting a cash payment to poor 
people and encouraging depen-
dence that works. It's supporting 
programs that help people overcome 
linguistic or transportation or day 
care obstacles to keep a job." 

Kirk said he agrees with the presi-
dent's view that jobs offer people 
dignity, not just paychecks. 

A Bush plan for welfare reform is 
mirrored in a welfare bill that Con-
gress is debating. Republicans are 
calling for tougher work require-
ments than in the 1996 benchmark 
Welfare Reform Law that limits how 
long people can receive welfare ben-
efits and punishes recipients who 
don't follow strict rules. 

Democrats stress a desire to help 
welfare recipients move up the job 
ladder by letting states impose more 
education and training programs. 

"The president also believes it's 
very important to empower states to 
seek new and innovative solutions to 
provide innovative programs that 
cater to individual needs," said White 
House spokesman Scott Stenzel. 

The meeting with Bob Chinn's and 
other businesses at the White House 
provided an opportunity to highlight 
groups that already are "on the cut-
ting edge of welfare reform," he said. 

Managers at Chinn's never thought 
their program would become an 
example. 

"We never really expected any 
recognition," said Cheun Tam, human 
resource manager at Bob Chinn's. "It 
was from our hearts to provide an 
opportunity for our employees." 

The restaurant wanted to help 
employees get ahead through con-
venient training opportunities before  

and after work at the restaurant. 
Chinn's cook Efrain Fuentes 

became one of 50 employees to grad-
uate from English classes offered as 
early as 7 a.m. and as late as midnight. 

"It doesn't just help for work, it's for 
life also, because when you have chil-
dren, it's important to be able to 
communicate with the school," 
Fuentes said. 

The Welfare to Work Partnership 
agency, spawned by the 1990s wel-
fare reform movement, helped 
through a business partnership 
called BizLink to provide federal 
funding. It allows employers to offer 
training for free. 

"We were formed to motivate, edu-
cate and support businesses that hire 
from welfare recipients," said Jen-
nifer Adach, spokeswoman for the 
Washington, D.C.-based Welfare to 
Work Partnership. "We grew and 
have BizLink Network offices now in 
five cities, including Chicago." 

BizLink promoted partnerships 
between Chinn's and Harper College 
for English as a Second Language 
classes and between Chinn's and 
Inland Die Casting for management 
training. 

Alma Franco, a 29-year-old human 
resources assistant at Bob Chinn's, was 
able to learn supervisory skills that 
now enable her to manage the Welfare 
to Work programs at the restaurant. 

"I didn't have any management 
experience before," Franco said. "If I 
hadn't gone through that program, I 
probably wouldn't have been knowl-
edgeable to set up the other ESL 
program and the sanitation program." 

Bob Chinn's has trained 26 
employees to receive state certifica-
tion in food handling and sanitation. 
The crab house begins another Eng-
lish session this month. 

Because other businesses are 
interested in following Bob Chinn's 
example, the president of the Wheel-
ing/Prospect Heights Chamber of 
Commerce, Jim Lederer, has spread 
the word about BizLink. 

Lederer has brought BizLink 
together with such companies atWa-
Pa-Ghettis Pizza, the List and Letters 
mail house and Hilton Northbrook 
that are contemplating their own 
programs. 

"What we've also done is negotiate 
in the past few months to bring an 
off-shoot of that BizLink office to the 
suburbs to better service Wheeling 
and the surrounding area," Chamber 
Executive Director Cathy Powers said. 

AGED course, industry safety pro-
gram and the food handling and 
sanitation certification are among 
the programs businesses can offer 
their employees. 

"I understand the ESL has been 
very successful and very helpful at 
Bob Chinn's," said Human Resource 
Manager Loma Acevedo of Inland 
Die Casting. 

The company planned to begin 
ESL classes this month. 

"About 80 percent of our total 
employee population is Spanish 
dominant here, but most managers 
are English dominant," Acevedo said. 
"We have a lot of employees who 
have an excellent work ethic ... with-
out the management and language 
skills, it's hard to promote them."  

Specialized training could become 
even more widespread with the 
approval of the pending welfare 
reform legislation. The U.S. House of 
Representatives has passed its ver-
sion of a law renewing the 1996 
Welfare Reform Law that expires this 
year. 

The Senate still has to approve a 
bill before Congress can send a com-
promise version to the president. 

"It's a very popular bill, so I don't 
see any problem with it reaching the 
president's desk," Rep. Kirk said. "We 
took a bipartisan risk under Presi-
dent Clinton in 1996 to end the cash 
payments ... and now it's time to 
renew this legislation." 



Is Kol erg 
ready to be 
the village 
manager? 

There seems to be no small 
amount of interest in — and in some 
cases, concern for—Wheeling's deci-
sion to appoint Public Works Director 
Guy Kolberg as acting village man-
ager. 

Residents have written to question 
why Wheeling 
would appoint a 
person as village 
manager who has 
never been a vil-
lage manager or 
assistant village 
manager before. 
Well, we 

thought we'd clar-
ify this matter by 
pointing out that 
towns of Wheel-
ing's size don't 
often have people 

on staff with experience as village 
managers, unless those people are 
serving in that top administrative job. 

Yes, Wheeling did have an assistant 
village manager (Assistant Village 
Manager James Grabowski had 
been serving as acting village man-
ager since February, when trustees 
dismissed former Village Manager 
Craig Anderson). But Grabowski left 
the village June 28 to take the top staff 
job in the town of Minooka. 

So, Wheeling didn't have a whole 
lot of other former village managers 
kicking around. 

Of course, the village then had the 
option of hiring a former manager on 
a temporary basis, which some 
trustees advocated. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato, for one, 
said it wasn't fair to burden current 
staff members with extra responsi-
bilities. 

However, the majority of the board 
thought it would be best not to spend 
weeks teaching a newcomer "where 
Hintz Road is," as Trustee Dean 
Argiris put it, for a job that will last 
three months. 

Now, we're not saying we support 
Wheeling's decision, and we're not 
saying we don't. This is simply to 
explain a policy decision. 

The move actually was not an 
unusual one. Other neighboring sub-
urbs have established policies that 
take advantage of existing staff when 
there's a vacancy in the village or city 
manager position. 

Rolling Meadows, for instance, 
appointed its fire chief as city man-
ager for almost seven months last 
year until filling the position vacated 
when five-year City Manager William 
P. Barlow resigned to take a job in 
Schaumburg. 

Rolling Meadows Fire Chief Philip 
A. Burns had never been a city man-
ager, but it was his turn in the 
rotation. 

In Wheeling's case, Kolberg will fill 
the top administrative job for two to 
three months. And why did he accept 
the temporary position? 

"The village of Wheeling is my 
employer and they asked me to do 
this for them," Kolberg said. 

"I spoke with my wife about this, 
and we both feel that if my employer 

See WATT on PAGE 3 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 

la-I-WO 

Cliatt: Village officials 
are there to help you 
Continued from Rage 1 

asks you'to do a job, then you do it for 
them. If I had said, 'I prefer not to,' I'm 
just putting them in the spot of 
putting them in a position of finding 
another person." 

Kolberg arrived in Wheeling in May 
2000 to work in the public works 
department. He came from Sun 
Prairie, 'Wis., where he was the assis-
tant city engineer. He worked there 
almost 51/2  years. 

And while we're talking: I guess this 
is a good time to say we always appre-
ciate letters of concern or interest in 
village affairs, but we have a better 
opportunity to respond if the writer 
pens his or her name. 

H --1;1310"3.. 
Wheeling to step up DUI patrols: 

Wheeling police will conduct a 
roadside safety checkpoint begin-
ning Saturday night as part of a 
weeklorig effort to enforce driving 
under the influence laws sur-
rounding the July Fourth holiday. 
The checkpoint will begin about 
10 p.m. and end around 3 a.m. 
Sunday. Police will mostly look for 
impaired drivers, but they also will 
enforce other traffic laws. Also, a 
"selective enforcement task force" 
of the Wheeling Police Department 
will be on extra DUI patrols in the 
village throughout the holiday 
week. The enforcement program 
coincides with the statewide "You 
Drink and Drive —You Lose" cam-
paign. The Wheeling Safe 
Communities Coalition will pay for 
the effort with a grant from the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation 
Division of Traffic Safety. 

/Z)  )6"dzE 
Trustees debate new taxes 

The Wheeling Village Board passed new use taxes on 
electricity and natural gas at its June 24 meeting. The new 
taxes are expected to generate $525,000 in annual revenues. 

Trustees Robert Heer and Judy Abruscato voted against 
the new taxes. Both said they are worried about taxing resi-
dents and businesses in town, especially after increasing the 
sales tax last year and implementing ambulance fees earlier 
this year. 

Other trustees argued, however, that more money is 
needed as the village embarks on an aggressive capital im-
provement program to repair the village's roads, water mains 
and sewer mains. Capital improvements are costing the vil-
lage over $20 million this year. 

Finance Director Michael Mondschain was given the direc-
tion to find new revenue sources after he told the board it 
would have to increase local property taxes by 12 percent this 
year to cover expenses. The board opposed raising property 
taxes that high. 

The new use taxes are expected to raise electric and gas 
bills by about 1 percent for the average customer. Common-
wealth Edison and Nicor will each receive 3 percent of the 
taxes collected as a fee. 

O to 

• 4 

• 0 

ci) 

ag, ,7, rlar.  tls.w N 1. a. 0  CID .. DO CrCD CD 0 '-'' ° 0 4 . " -6 et)  CD 
• r±* Cr  9' C4' a)  '6 P  
8 E ' m  ' o - -6  c.t. Z .':'• CD =,ra.  CD CI)  
raCi2p Cf Q a SD  7: 7C2 CI 5 )1 g ,,t;: 

1-3  f1'' rciL (4I 0 E.  cri ril:,..q 
CO 

: g'  2  E..- • c," e 
.P1 • V' 

• CI' e- ga- ,9,-  ,.„.- -. ,,.-4- 
rD w w a- ;7', - 9" ,'.7: n' 
O ,•'• '-'< 0 a- 0 •-:" 5 9" • < 0 ''ci ,, 9 moo  CI) 10. 

'71 tr-< CD CD ,... 5, c,.,& " 
F.2, i-i 0 0 ,.., 
O 11, ep0 .z .x.,. 
.-1 cn CD 0 Cg' g a. .-, n) 0 cl. .-.• 
cn  CD 0-. 0 „... ...," n  

MA) 0.-0,c) C05.
Cr  b a ,4 EL 1  ' 

-Y ,-,?FcT iE-F6  t E 
= O., ODI cn ct, i-J ,,., 

PI - 'cii a- 4'F; a• O _ r:L 
CD i C)" a o  

g::, .0 .o a 5 

,T, 5. ri
5- 

c,  0. e, 0 
- 

CDW°73  
4,5a 

CD  
(5. °45a8h  a v, - e QJ r c'S',0:' :-, n E ..., 
wigae."..-,,,--•8 a) n 5.  to co a' .) co 
k'r

.0  

0 o 0.-0 a. •.,; > r'F' 0 
9 '''' '-ri i= co s ro 1:i. tcy '9-' on 8 < or•, :w. a rlD CD0*,__,O=.e.gri.o ff .y., 7.,.._.  0 00 0..2 co 

n ,t120%:1 0' co n'tz '-a C") "7 0 " et, co 0 Du w -I cn -, . a ro 6. <-) a a R a ,9 C. $) 4> ,, 
CD 2 r, ,•-t cr  1.  .... m ca  a .-... • a g.,4 e s ..rlo w •-.< 
("A rD ;- cri, 

c.,
z)-, 9;"&

ci
TrD 2 .....• 

cn rt) 

comma. 0ce..s.?,„. 
r„= i g • =̀1- 0-. 4.'• 4) r - ar 

,• - , '' - ' h4  P N  5  . riD " . 41 co 'L  . r Dcp  ,.. '01 (.0 m g r„." 0 - 0 c cci (0 0 9, ,-- -i 0 c", = 0w e_ o 6. ,-i• 6 • a 5. Q.S.P- 0 P co -.1 co e... CD e ' 'T 

li .Sc 2 CP 7i  ..-0  ,c1 c"....re-! 
>1  et  i :b  6 got a .4-0 g e w K gol4 ,..  mm2t.t.0 

m -r m rItu ,..0 VAr a, WP;VIra'.e.a 
.44 ̀--. 4 cE -> +;1; e: --w 4.- d'i. -2 .7.D̀ .E••  'Ls( egiii§ hoc   1z2 •4a.),:. 0.) - E co Acl w  1-D g g Pgp.--4-clltai,. ..ic,i = .,8gmyg71 A15mcm4 A'g t co ,.,-  ., f.m g F., c'D -5.1/4 • gi, 
.4  w g . + 4

, 
 , . r  , , , z  --0 (9 c' "" 9 CL) .8dU,2kgo r:LagAi•t°26;S 

Residents who have questions 
about village decisions also should 
feel free to contact their trustees. 
They're your elected officials — that's 
what they're there for. 

One more quick note: Wheeling's 
decision to adopt a use tax, rather 
than a utility tax, allows the village to 
collect the tax regardless of what util-
ity a Wheeling resident or business 
uses. So, those hoping that a switch 
from CotnEd or Nicor would avoid 
the 1 percent power and natural gas 
taxes Wheeling approved last month, 
think again. 

• Have news, tips, ideas? Call Cass 
Cliatt at (847) 427-4486, ore-mail 
ccliatt@th2ilyherald.com. 

Iteg-A1 -0 
Taste of Wheeling: 1.131 wo 

Noon to 11 p.m. Thursday near 
Wheeling Village Hall, 255 W. 
Dundee Road. Food from a dozen 
restaurants, children's tent, 26-foot 
slide, Dino Adventure ride, moon-
walk, face painting, clowns. Joel 
Brash the magician, Jesse White 
Tumblers and music by Jimy Rogers 
and the Mauds, Jake and the Boys, 
Larry Bemben's Big Band and Greg 
Koeppen's Melodies in Motion DJs. 
Taste of Wheeling vendors are Bob 
Chinn's Crabhouse, Golden Chef, 
Joe's Pizza, Mr. E's, I Am Siam, Wa-
Pa-Ghetti's Pizza, Sauer's Bakery, El 
Famous Burrito and Ram Restau-
rant. Free admission. 

PiC,.V Ec 4 4<? ._C..- gip-) cc' 
Blood drive schedale orIuly 10 

The Wheeling Health Department has scheduled another 
blood drive for July 10 between 2:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the 
main fire station at 255 W. Dundee Road. 

Blood supply levels in the Chicago area are very low, said 
Health Officer Michael Boyle, and he is hoping village resi-
dents will heed the call to bolster supplies. 

Boyle suggests donors drink plenty of water several days 
before donating and eat within four hours of donating. The 
American Red Cross will conduct the drive. Appointments 
are highly recommended, but walk-ins will be welcome. Call 
Boyle at (847)459-2621 to make an appointment. Donors must 
be 17 years old and in good health. 
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Trustee Judy Abruscato, 
who oversees the Wheeling 
Special Events Committee, 
said this year's Fourth of July 
celebration is going to be the 
largest in the 25 years she's 
helped organize the event. 

"We've got everything this 
year," she said. "There's going 
to be something for every-
one." 

The festival starts at noon 
tomorrow with games and 
food in the field between Vil-
lage Hall at 255 W. Dundee 
Road and the Wheeling Com-
munity Recreation Center. 
Fifteen Wheeling restaurants 
are participating, including 
Bob Chinn's CrabHouse, Wa-
Pa-Ghetti's Pizza, Golden 
Chef and Sauer's Bakery. 

"The people will be intro-
duced to some of our new res-
taurants," Abruscato said. 
"We have the Ram Restau-
rant, I Am Siam and, on Mon-
day, we got Benihana's." 

There also will be plenty of 
entertainers performing all 
day. Music starts at noon and 
will run until 11 p.m. This is 
the first year music will be 
performed after the fireworks 
display. Jimy Rogers and the 
Mauds will provide the tunes. 

"We just thought a lot of 
other festivals have music 
after their fireworks," Abrus-
cato said. "A lot of people 

Fourth of July celebration 
s ould be the best one yet 

oz (Pi'aviet.c PeesST 
By CASEY Munn -1 

STAFF WRITER Wheeling Fourth of July 
Wheeling's annual Fourth of July festival begins 
at noon tomorrow and runs until about 11 p.m. The 
event is held on the grounds between Wheeling 
Village Hall and the Wheeling Park District's 
Community Recreation Center. Highlights of the 
day are listed below. 

El Famous Burrito 
Ram Restaurant 
Subway 
Amvets (snow cones) 
V.F.W. Post #7879 (popcorn) 
Knights of Columbus (Italian and 

Polish sausage) 
Benihana 

Source: Village of Wheeling 

don't want to go home right 
away. So we're going to try it 
and see what happens."Abrus-
cato said having music after 
the fireworks should also help 
alleviate traffic leaving the 

Radio-controlled stock car racing 
Voter registration 
Dino Adventure 
Moonwalk 
Badge making 
Football throw 
Basketball toss 
Clowns 

'A Taste of Wheeling" 

Bob Chinn's Crabhouse 
Golden Chef 
Joe's Pizza 
Mr. E's 
I Am Siam 
Senior Center Special (ice cream) 
Wa-Pa-Ghetti's Pizza 
Sauer's Bakery (funnel cakes) 

Medley's in Motion DJs 
Jake and the Moneymakers 

2:30, 4 and 7:30 p.m. Fabulous Magician Joel Brash 
3:45-4:30 p.m. Tinkertoy Dixieland Band 
4:30 p.m. Jesse White Tumblers 
6 p.m. Parade (along Dundee Road) 
7-9 p.m. Larry Bemben Big Band Sound 
Dusk Fireworks 
10-11 p.m, Jimmy Rogers and the Mauds 

Noon-1:30 p.m.  
2-3:30 p.m 

Art Lieb "Name-Toonist" (your name 
in cartoon letters) 

Spin art 
Bozo buckets 
Face painting 
Beanbag toss 
Lollipop tree 

festival, because everybody 
won't be leaving at the same 
time. 

The fireworks display also 
will be bigger than ever. The 

(Continued on page 9) 
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have committed this year, 
which amounts to about 1,500 
people in the parade. Abrus-
cato said marching bands also 
will make their parade debut 
this year. 

The Wheeling High School 
Marching Band is participat-
ing this year, and band mem-
bers will be displaying their 
brand new uniforms. Other 
bands in the parade include 

the Cubs band straight from 
Wrigley Field and the 90-piece 
Troopers drum and bugle 
corps from Colorado. 

There will be plenty of 
games and activities at the 
festival for children.Residents 
will also be able to register to 
vote and check the Illinois De-
partment of Revenue's Fast 
Cash for lost or dormant ac 
counts. 

Sexual 
Assault 

1 
4 

Robbery 

4 
0 

Murder 

0 
0 

Percent of change in rate of crime from 2000 to 2001: +2.9% 

Pioneer Press I chc 

Attempted murder, 
agv'd assault & Vehicular 

battery Burglary Theft Theft 

9 46 536 

4 32 570 
13 4 1,428.6 

20 1 1,470.5 

Arson 

Rate 
Per 

100,000 

2001 

et() tN) PritE 11-t-1  

Area 2001
The Illinois State Police released statewide crime statistics Sunday. Following is the number 
of crimes per category in Buffalo Grove. The crime rate per 100,000 is calculated by multiplying 

crime statistics the total crimes in a town by 100,000, and dividing by the population of that town. 

Source: Illinois Slate Police 

Wheeling crime rate drops 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling's overall crime rate dropped by 2.2 
percent in 2001 compared to 2000, and de- 
creases were found in almost all categories. 

Deputy Police Chief Michael Hermes said 
any drop in crime is good, especially when po-
lice departments are just as busy as always. 

"I'd rather take a 1 percent decrease than 
any increase," Hermes said. "The goal, eventu-
ally, is to reduce crime as much as we can. It's 
going to level off, and we want to keep it at a 
level rate or see small decreases." 

Thefts, criminal sexual assaults, batteries, 
car thefts and arson were all down in 2001. 

Thefts dropped from 625 incidents to 599. Car 
thefts dropped from 40 to 37 incidents. Batter-
ies dropped from 28 to 23. 

The only significant increase was in burglar-
ies. There were 90 burglaries in 2001 compared 
to 70 in 2000. 

Hermes said residents should take all pre-
cautions necessary to try to avoid a burglary, 
including locking all dead bolts and locking 
windows to their home. He also said neighbors 
should try to watch out for each other. 

"If you see something suspicious or some-
one around a house and you know the people 
aren't home, you should call the police," he 
said. 
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■ ourth of Jul 
Village Board increased the 
fireworks budget to $30,000 
this year, Abruscato said. 

Other performers at this 
year's celebration include the 
Tinkertoy Dixieland Band, 

Rio Larry Bemben Big Band 
Sound and the Jesse White 
Tumblers. 

The parade, which steps off 
at 6 p.m., also is larger than 
ever.  Abruscato said 84 units 

seeing so many lawyers for 
only 50 townhomes." 

Trustee Patrick Horcher 
was the sole board member 
who was willing to let Concord 
Homes build. 

"This sounds like the best 
opportunity to get a better-
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than-average cleanup on that 
property," he said. 

Although Concord was de-
nied its permit, there is still a 
court order that requires West 
Shore Pipeline to clean the 
contaminated area. 
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BY DAVE ORRICK 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

Halfway through what tradition-
ally is one of the most dangerous 
driving holiday weekends of the year, 
no alcohol-related deaths had been 
reported in the Northwest and West 
suburbs. 

But experts Friday said the battle to 
stem drunken driving grows tougher 
with more cars traveling more miles. 

This holiday, they remain con-
cerned about the weekend nights 
ahead. Those nights, when family 
fireworks outings are over and alco- 

hol parties are plentiful, will be cru-
cial in seeing how far the region has 
come in trying to stop drunken dri-
vers. 

Thomas Pilewsld, safe communi-
ties coordinator for the Wheeling 
police department, said, "We feel that 
these nights are more of a risk for 
problems like injuries and fatalities." 

Authorities will be out in force 
tonight, almost exactly five years after 
the signing of a key Illinois anti-
drunken driving law. 

In what has become a common 
holiday practice, 700 agencies 
statewide will be pulling over drivers  

at random to see whether they're dri-
ving sober, wearing seat belts and 
carrying driver's licenses. 

The random checks and publicity 
help. Law enforcement experts say 
that in the last five years, the message 
in the suburbs has been loud and 
clear that if you drink and drive, 
police will go after you. 

"We've got a lot of tools now," said 
Master Sgt. Lincoln Hampton, 
spokesman for the Illinois State 
Police. 

"We're going to do our job, but it's 
really up to the public -those who 
party this weekend - to do their job  

and not drive." 
Illinois police agencies have more 

tools to help them in hauling intoxi-
cated drivers off the roads, and the 
toolbox grows builder every year. 

Anti-drunken driving advocates 
believe one of the most effective 
deterrents came five years ago when 
Illinois lowered the legal threshold 
for being drunk behind the wheel to 
a .08 percent blood alcohol concen-
tration. 

"That was the big one," said Brad 
Fralick, executive director of the Illi-
nois chapter of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving. "It changed every- 

thing. Now, we have some of the 
toughest laws in the nation." 

A study by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration esti-
mated the stricter standard 
prevented roughly 105 alcohol-
related traffic deaths in Illinois in 
1998 and 1999. 

But while no alcohol-related dri-
ving fatalities had been reported in 
the Northwest suburbs of Cook 
County or in Lake, DuPage, Kane or 
McHenry counties by Friday after-
noon, no one was claiming victory in 
the fight to eliminate drunken dri-
ving-related deaths. Far from it; 

C2467 

suburban bond courts Friday morn-
ing were filled with men and women 
accused of DUI earlier this week. 

"You're facing an increase in road-
miles driven and vehicles on the 
road," Fralick said. "You're swimming 
upstream." 

Alcohol-related crash fatalities in 
2000 dropped to 614 from 637 in 
1999, according to the Illinois secre-
tary of state's office. 

But the 1999 figure jumped from 
601 in 1998, prompting advocates 
like Fralick to use words like "stagna- 

fl See SAFE on PAGE 4 
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Police, fire announce promo ions 

The Wheeling Police and Fire departments announced 
promotions to fill holes created by retiring officers. 

Police Sgt. William Benson was promoted to the rank of 
commander as Cmdr. Eric Larson retired in May. Benson will 
be in charge of support services for the department. 

Cpl. Peter Panagakis was named the department's newest 
sergeant. Panagakis has headed the department's traffic unit 
for the past two years and will continue to do so until the end 
of the Month. 

The Wheeling Fire Department also made some promo-
tions after the retirement of deputy chief Richard Theobold. 
Theobold had served with the department for 32 years. 

Battalion Chief Richard Wydra was named the depart-
ment's new deputy chief to replace Theobold. Lt. Robert 
Leipzig was then promoted to battalion chief to fill Wydra's spot. 

Firefighter/paramedic Patrick Trunda also has been pro-
moted to the rank of lieutenant. Both men have served on the 
hazardous materials team and have 20 years of experience. 

Pavilion to honor golden rings and agers 

s The Pavilion Senior Center is looking for residents who 
ave been married for over 50 years or who have reached the 

age of 90 for a special luncheon Aug. 15. 
The Celebration for Golden Rings and Golden Agers will , 

include a catered lunch and entertainment for free to those 
people. Family members are invited to the celebration, but 
will be asked to pay for their ticket. 

The Pavilion is still looking for more people to honor at the 
luncheon. 
tact the center at (847) 459-2670.

ose interested in participating are asked to con- 
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Palwaukee airport: Security strong despite error 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A supposed security breach at 
Palwaukee MuniCipal Airport last 
month was simply a big misunder-
standing, the airport's manager said 
this week. 

Palwaukee's security is solid in the 
post-Sept. 11 era, acting Airport 
Manager Dennis Rouleau said. 

Responding to concerns from 
Prospect Heights aldermen regard-
ing an incident that sent police 
racing to the airport June 28, 
Rouleau explained that two men 
had jumped a guardrail to take pic-
tures. 

An airport staff member saw the 
men but lost track of them, 
unaware if they had made it inside 
the airport. 

"Somewhere between the call to 
cellular 911 and police, the report 
was changed from two individuals 
with cameras to two gentlemen with 
guns," Rouleau said. "It was not a 
mistake on our end." 

The two men from Packer Engi-
neering had an appointment to take 
pictures at Palwaukee as part of a 
contract to develop computer sim-
ulat Palwaukee is still in litigation 

over the accident that claimed four 
lives, and the pictures were to aid in 
recreating it, Rouleau said. Wheeling 
police arrested the men on Indus-
trial Drive, charging them with 
trespassing. 

"They were kind of shook up," 
Rouleau said. "They didn't think 
anything was wrong. There's still 
some question of whether they 
came into the airport or not." 

NeICP I,D -q ialarcr  

Wings of freedom 

MARK BLACK/DAILY HERALD 

People line up Thursday to get a look at a B-17 Flying Fortress at Palwaukee Municipal Airport. Also on hand was a B-24 Liberator, part of the "Wings of 
Freedom Tour" run by the Massachusetts-based Collings Foundation, which maintains the vintage bombers to raise awareness about World War II 
history. The planes will be open to viewing and tours from 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday. Call (978) 562-9182. 

New West Nile threat emerges Preventing West Nile 
• Prevent breeding: By getting rid of or empty water in tires, cans, buckets, 
drums, bottles or any water-holding container outdoors; emptying standing water 
from bird baths and plant pot drip trays once a week; and cleaning and 
chlorinating swimming pools that aren't being used. 

• Prevent biting: By avoiding the outdoors during peak biting times before dawn 
and just before and after sunset; keeping door and window screens in good 
repair; wearing light colored, long-sleeved tops and long pants made of tightly 
woven materials; and spraying insect repellent containing DEET sparingly on skin 
and clothing. 

• Learn more: About mosquito control efforts by calling the Northwest Mosquito 
Abatement District at (847) 537-2306 or visiting www.nwmadil.com; About 
tracking West Nile detection in your area by calling the Illinois Department of 
Health at (217)782-3987 or visiting www.idph.state.il.us. 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

With a dead crow found here and 
there, it was easy for Northwest sub-
urban residents to distance 
themselves from the spread of the 
West Nile virus. 

Now, a new threat from West Nile 
'virus has emerged close to home. 

The Northwest Mosquito Abate-
ment District on Tuesday reported 
finding four mosquito pools that 
tested positive for the West Nile virus, 
one of them in Wheeling and three 
others in Northbrook 

Abatement officials say a less 
common type of mosquito, called the 
Culex mosquito, has taken advantage 
of the area's dry, hot weather to breed 
in local stagnant water. 

A rapid diagnostic procedure called 
a VecTest found the infected female 
mosquitoes — thought to be the pri-
mary group of mosquitoes capable of 
transmitting West Nile— in traps col-
lected July2 and July 8, said Mosquito 
Abatement Director Michael Szyska. 

"Before, we had found it in birds 
that have a wide flying area, but now 
that we know it's in the local mosquito 
population, it elevates it to a little 
more of a concern for us," Szyska said. 

Although no human cases have 
been reported in Illinois, mosquitoes  

carryingWest Nile can bite people and 
cause encephalitis, proving fatal in 
children and senior citizens in rare 
cases. Most cases are mild, involving 
fever or body aches. 

Mosquito control officials are on 
alert because the West Nile belongs to 
the same family of viruses as St. Louis 
Encephalitis, which swept through 
this area in 1975, Szyska said. 

"I don't want to create alarm or any-
thing like that, but there's always a 
potential for an outbreak," he said. 
"Right now we're looking at weather 
conditions that are similar to what we 
had in 1975 — that dry, hot type 
summer." 

But mosquito and health officials 
don't know how West Nile will react 
here because it is relatively new to the 
Midwest. 

Also, Culex mosquitoes are typically 
bird feeders and don't normally 
bother people, until their numbers 
increase to such an extent that they 
might bite humans. 

"It's that increase that we're seeing, 
beginning right now," Szyska said. 

The Northwest Mosquito Abate-
ment District is strongly advising 
residents to inspect their property for 
standing water problems that could 
produce Culex mosquitoes. 

The district provides mosquito con-
trol for 241 square miles in northwest  

Cook County, with a coverage area 
extending into Wheeling, Elk Grove, 
Palatine, Schaumburg, Barrington, 
Northfield and Maine townships. 

Wheeling Health Officer Michael 
Boyle stressed that local residents 
don't have to panic over fears of a 
"New York type situation" in the 
Chicago suburbs. 

West Nile first emerged in the 
United States in 1999 in NewYork. The 
virus in that state was transmitted to 
humans in 1999, 2000 and 2001. 

"We have reason to be a little more 
concerned here from the public 
health standpoint, but it's important 
to point out that NewYork had mostly 
stopped its abatement program, 
Boyle said. 

The fact that the Northwest abate-
ment district found the infected pools 
in the first place greatly reduces any 
opportunity for the spread of the virus 
in the suburbs, Boyle asserted. 

"The abatement district is doing a 
great job finding the pools and doing 
preemptive work to kill off the larval 
stage of mosquitoes, preventing  

them from becoming adults, and fore-
stalling the opportunity for 
transmitting these viruses," Boyle 
said. 

The abatement district Monday 
began its night spraying program and 
will continue spraying from sunset to 
midnight each day to combat the 
mosquito problem. 

A team of 54 seasonal employees 
will join the district's staff of 13 in tar-
geting areas where West Nile infected  

birds or mosquitoes have been 
detected. 

"Normally the night spraying is 
2 percent of our operation, but we'll 
be doing it now until whenever," 
Szyska said. "It's medically important 
for us to be out there." 

The abatement district wants resi-
dents to report any new stagnant 
water areas that retain water for more 
than seven days that could require 
treatment. Call (847) 537-2306. 
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daddy Bac-You leaves Restaurant Row 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Six years after opening on Wheeling's Restaurant 
Row, Crawdaddy Bayou has closed shop. 

The restaurant, known for its Cajun menu and an-
nual Mardi Gras celebrations, shut its doors July 6. 
Owner John Liataud Jr. said he plans to open restau-
rants with a similar theme throughout the Chicago 
area, and he got a deal on the building he "could not 
refuse." He would not elaborate on the selling price 
of the 412 N. Milwaukee Ave. property. 

"I'm opening some smaller places and streamlin-
ing the menu," Liataud said. "It was a sad day for all 
of us, but I'm looking forward to my new ventures." 

Liataud owned Crawdaddy Bayou with his father, 
John Liataud Sr. They also own Escape to Craw-
daddy Bayou in Fox River Grove. Escape to Craw-
daddy Bayou seats 120, compared to the 450 in the  

Wheeling restaurant. Crawdaddy Bayou employed 
100 people, some of whom are now working at the 
Fox River Grove restaurant. 

The closing came as a surprise to some in Wheel-
ing. Cathy Powers, executive director of the 
Wheeling/Prospect Heights Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said the news was sudden. 

"I heard a rumor they were closing, and a week 
later they were closed," she said. "I was surprised. I 
took the kids there for Mardi Gras and it was 
packed. It was the middle of the week, and we had to 
wait 45 minutes for a table." 

Chamber President Jim Lederer was not as sur-
prised. Lederer is the general manger of Lovells of 
Lake Forest and was the original manager at Craw-
daddy Bayou. He said many restaurants, including 
Crawdaddy Bayou, felt the pain of a down economy. 

"Last year was a tough year," Lederer said. "There 
are different things happening in the industry. For 
any restaurant that was on the cusp, it was more dif- 

ficult to turn it around." 
Lederer said he was sorry to see Crawdaddy 

Bayou go. 
"It's rather unfortunate," he said. "It was a neat 

restaurant." 
The Crawdaddy building has already been bought 

by the Clean Plate Club Restaurant Group of Evan-
ston. Lederer said the group runs four very success-
ful restaurants in Evanston and will bring a "class 
act" into Wheeling. The group is planning to open 
Pete Miller's Steakhouse in Wheeling. The company 
owns Evanston restaurants Pete Miller's, Merle's 
Southern Kitchen and Barbecue, Davis Street Fish-
market and Tommy Nevin's Pub. 

Representatives from Pete Miller's did not attend 
a scheduled hearing before the Wheeling Liquor 
Control Commission for its liquor license Monday 
evening. Jeff Harris, Wheeling's planner, said he has 
spoken with the new owners, but they have yet to 
submit any plans or paperwork for the restaurant. 
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Palwaukee to host its 
Airport Open House  

fik.;r441-0— 1-12101zi!ta.,  

Wheeling dispatcher honored 
for helping to save lost man H

ello! I got that "hot, humid July" feeling as 
I have been "Wheeling Around Town." 
Here's what's happening! 

Are yOu looking for an "Aviation 
Adventure?" Why not fly on down to Palwaukee? 

The Palwaukee Municipal Airport Commission is 
proud to present the eighth annual Airport Open BY CASS CLIATT 
House on Saturday, Aug. 24, from 10 a.m. until 2 Daily Herald Staff Miter 

p.m. 
I have attended this event for the past several 

years and it has 'always been a highlight of my 
summer. 

You must go on the trolley ride, which takes you 
on a tour of the airport. This educational tour talks 
all about Palwaukee, covering its past, present and 
future. 

The airplane displays are fascinating and I 
suggest bringing a camera, because there are lots of 
great opportunities for some wonderful photos. 

There are several exhibits and raffle prizes, too. 
And come hungry, because there will be food. 

I must mention that this event is totally free! 
So, mark your calendars and plan to spend a few 

hours at this yearly event. I hope to see you there! 

Other 'flyers' 
The campers at Horizons Children's Academy 

were excited about the two players from the 
Schaumburg Flyers baseball team who visited the 
camp on July 16, during Sports Week. The Flyers 
spent two hours helping the children develop their 
baseball skills and organized a game. 

The Schaumburg Flyers, whose home base is 
Alexian Field in Schaumburg, are members of the 
Independent Northern League, an 18-team 

Christine Miller was settling in for 
a long night working at Wheeling's 
911 dispatch center last March when 
she took the call that became the 
toughest of her career. 

A 76-year-old man had run out of 
gas and driven into a snowbank en 
route from Wisconsin and would 
freeze to death if Miller couldn't find 
out where he was. 

The initiative and perseverance 
displayed by Miller, 41, of Elgin, in the 
next seven hours returned a man to 
his family and, this week, earned her 
two awards. 

The Wheeling police department 
presented Miller with its Life-Saving 
Award, and she also received recog-
nition from the Association of Public 
Safety Communications Officials. 

The association is the same group 
that honored Pennsylvania dis-
patcher Lisa Jefferson for handling a 
call from Flight 93 passenger Todd 
Beamer before he helped foil hijack-
ers on his plane Sept. 11. 

Miller, a 12-year dispatch veteran, 
said she was surprised to get the 
award for just doing her job. 

"I feel what I did was within the 
realm of my duties, and I would hope 
that anybody in my position would 
have done the same thing," Miller 
said Thursday. 

"I understand that I didn't have to 
go as far as I went, but I feel that if 
you're in this line of work, you have to 
do this, especially for an elderly male 
person who has been missing for 
several hours and has been stuck in a 
snowdrift somewhere in Wisconsin,"  

Miller said. 
The Wheeling man had taken a 

wrong turn March 1 on his way home 
from the Barrington area visiting his 
daughter. He ended up in Fontana, 
Wis. 

He stayed in a hotel that night, but 
took another wrong turn the next 
day. He later called his wife on his cell 
phone, saying he was lying in his car, 
off the road in a ditch. 

The call came into police dispatch 
around 4 p.m., an hour after Miller 
had begun her shift. 

"The outstanding thing about it is 
that this is something that happened 
outside of our jurisdiction," Wheeling 
police Cpl. Thomas Lorenz said. 
"Chris (Miller) coordinated a search 
with sheriff's departments in Wis-
consin, police in Rockford, cell 
phone companies and police here." 

Current cellular technology limits 
police in tracking a caller's location to 
a 10-mile radius of the tower that 
received the call. Police also had to 
deal with the challenges of darkness 
and snow. 

"The area is remote and hilly, and I 
have no doubt the guy would have 
frozen to death," Lorenz said. 

The Winnebago Sheriff's Depart-
ment found the man close to 
midnight , slumped over the wheel of 
his car. He spent a night in the hospi-
tal. 

He was at this •v% eek'sWheeling vil-
lage board meeting to thank Miller 
for her help. 

He and his wife preferred to 
remain anonymous, but his wife said 
she was "eternally grateful" because 
she is certain her husband would 
have died had he not been found. 

Itt-I) 1-I 2. ?lye 'Hank you! Village ofWheeling Spe- 
cial Events Committee sent us a 
very specific note saying they would 
like to thank the corporate sponsors 
who supported the Fourth of July 
Fourth festivities. 

Here's the list: Bill Stasek Chevro-
let; North American Jet; Corns Bank; 
Snow Systems; Waste Management 
Northwest; 3X Copy Center; Hoyne 
Savings Bank; Wheeling Park Dis-
trict and the village of Wheeling. 

(Did we mention that this list 
came generously peppered with 
many bold-faced "thank-yous" and 
exclamation points?) 

Now for the event sponsors: 
Market Square Restaurant; Jimenez 
Enterprises; Amvets Post 66; Taylor 
Rental of Palatine; Hallmark & John- 
son; Property Management and 
Lynn Plaza. 

And now for the Taste ofWheeling 
restaurants: Bob Chinn's Crab- 
house; Sauer's Bakery; Joe's Pizza; 
Mr. E's; I Am Siam; Golden Chef; 
Wa-Pa-Ghetti's Pizza; Knights of 
Columbus; Amvets Post 66; Ram 
Restaurant; VFW Post 7879; Subway 
ofWheeling and El Famous Burrito. 

Last but not least, we're supposed 
to pass along a big thank you to the 
fireworks sponsors, the residents 
and businesses ofWheeling. Let's go 
ahead and throw the public works 
department, police and fire depart- 
ment and all the volunteers in there 
too. 

As we've said before, the plans for 
next year's celebration have already 
begun. Anyone interested can call 
Trustee Judy Abruscato at (847) 459-
2666, Ext. 4107. 

• Have news, tips, ideas? Call Cass 
Cliatt at (847) 427-4486, ore-mail 
ccliatt@dailyherald.corn._ 
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Increasing material costs, changes 
in design and newly discovered buried 
oil tanks are driving up the cost to 
build Friendship Park, which now has 
a $1.56 million price tag. 

Trustees approved a $297,865 
change order to the plans at their July 
8 meeting. Claus Dunkelberg, a repre-
sentative of Harding ESE, the project 
contractor, said the company had to 
ask for more money due to an increase 
in material costs and because the Vil-
lage Board expanded the scope of the 
project since the planning process 
began. 

The park, which is planned for the 

Friendship Park costs continue to escalate 
-4 11  

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

northeast corner of Dundee Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue, and whose com-
pletion has missed four target dates, 
has gone through several design varia-
tions over the past few years. The park 
will include a gazebo, fountains, land-
scaping and other natural amenities. 
The most recent changes include a 
fountain 60 percent larger than first 
proposed. 

Dunkelberg said the discovery of 
four underground oil tanks on the 

We ran into a lot of issues on the site. With the 
changes in the Fonceptual design, you still would 
have paid (more). 5 

northwest corner of Dundee Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue also added to the 
increased costs. Harding had to get 
new permits to remove the tanks and 
perform more soil borings for the Illi-
nois Environmental Protection Agency 
before continuing with the project. 

"We ran into a lot of issues on the 
site," he said. "With the changes in the 
conceptual design, you still would 
have paid (more)." 

The change order created a 19 per- 

cent increase to the $1.27 million the 
Village Board approved in January. 
The initial cost of the project back in 
2000 was $1 million. 

Village President Greg Klatecki said 
the village would have saved money in 
material costs if the board had elected 
to go out for bid on the project instead 
of fast-tracking it. Material prices, Kla-
tecki said, would have been locked in 
if companies were forced to compete 
for the project. 

Trustees were hoping to have the 
park done for the Fourth of July by 
electing to waive the bidding process 
last December. The park, initially 
dubbed Millennium Plaza, was first 
scheduled to open in June 2000. The 

(Continued on page 6) 
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• Park Continued from page 5 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents can rest assured 
there were no new taxes approved by 
the village last week 

A vote on a change in a tax measure 
approved last month sparked renewed 
debate over the village's gas and elec-
tric taxes, but trustees last week weren't 
voting to add new fees to Wheeling's 
tax rolls. 

Still, residents might think the  

change in the tax laws, which trustees 
approved, brings a bit of good and bad 
news. The good news is that execution 
of the tax will be delayed a month, 
from Thursday to Sept. 1. 

The bit of bad news is that the word-
ing of the original ordinance that 
established the gas and electric taxes 
mistakenly charged residents too little, 
so the amended ordinance charges a 
bit more. 

But it all comes downs to pennies. 
For the privilege of using or con- 

suming gas in the village, consumers 
will pay 0.6 cents per therm, as 
opposed to the .006 cents per therm 
stated in the original version of the tax 
law. 

"So it's just slightly more than a half 
a penny per therm," said Village 
Finance Director Michael Mond-
schain. "That's what it was always 
intended to be, but it was just worded 
wrong." 

Trustees had to vote on an 
amended tax laws because represen- 

tatives from ComEd and Nicor notified 
the village that incorrect wording in 
the ordinances would result in incor-
rect rates applied to customers' bills. 

The 1 percent use taxes for gas and 
electricity are still expected to raise 
the same amount of revenue, giving 
the village about $125,000 for natural 
gas and $400,000 for electricity per 
year, Mondschain said. 

Trustees again approved the taxes 
as a way to support an aggressive 
plan for beautifying and improving 

C4L4 

the village. 
Trustees Robert Heer and Judy 

Abruscato continued to object to the 
taxes, voting against them as they did 
last month. Heer and Abruscato took 
the opportunity to reassert their 
belief that the timing for new taxes is 
bad. 

Most trustees say the taxes will 
help pay for $20.4 million in projects 
to improve village buildings, roads 
and other infrastructure in the 2002 - 
03 budget year.  

completion date was then 
bumped back to March 2001 
and then November 2001. Vil-
lage officials are now hoping 
for an August completion 
date. 

"My concerns in the begin-
ning were time line and cost," 
Klatecki told Dunkelberg. "I 
hate to say I was right, but ... I 
was right." 

Klatecki said he had fears 
that project costs would esca- 

late, but he was surprised that 
they jumped so high. 

"When you bid, prices are 
guaranteed," he said. "But 
once you start (a project), you 
can't stop." 

Money from the village's 
tax increment financing fund 
is being used to pay for the 
construction of the park. The 
village also has received a 
$50,000 grant for the project. 
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Mistake in tax bill will cost residents only pennies 
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• Park Continued from page 5 

completion date was then 
bumped back to March 2001 
and then November 2001. Vil-
lage officials are now hoping 
for an August completion 
date. 

"My concerns in the begin-
ning were time line and cost," 
Klatecki told Dunkelberg. "I 
hate to say I was right, but ... I 
was right." 

Klatecki said he had fears 
that project costs would esca- 

late, but he was surprised that 
they jumped so high. 

"When you bid, prices are 
guaranteed," he said. "But 
once you start (a project), you 
can't stop." 

Money from the village's 
tax increment financing fund 
is being used to pay for the 
construction of the park. The 
village also has received a 
$50,000 grant for the project. 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Hate5, Herald Staff Water 

Wheeling residents can rest assured 
there were no new taxes approved by 
the village last week. 

A vote on a change in a tax measure 
approved last month sparked renewed 
debate over the village's gas and elec-
tric taxes, but trustees last week weren't 
voting to add new fees to Wheeling's 
tax rolls. 

Still, residents might think the 

Increasing material costs, changes 
in design and newly discovered buried 
oil tanks are driving up the cost to 

I build Friendship Park, which now has 
a $1.56 million price tag. 

Trustees approved a $297,865 
change order to the plans at their July 
8 meeting. Claus Dunkelberg, a repre-
sentative of Harding ESE, the project 
contractor, said the company had to 
ask for more money due to an increase 
in material costs and because the Vil-
lage Board expanded the scope of the 
project since the planning process 
began. 

The park, which is planned for the 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

change in the tax laws, which trustees 
approved, brings a bit of good and bad 
news. The good news is that execution 
of the tax will be delayed a month, 
from Thursday to Sept. 1. 

The bit of bad news is that the word-
ing of the original ordinance that 
established the gas and electric taxes 
mistakenly charged residents too little, 
so the amended ordinance charges a 
bit more. 

But it all comes downs to pennies. 
For the privilege of using or con- 

northeast corner of Dundee Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue, and whose com-
pletion has missed four target dates, 
has gone through several design varia-
tions over the past few years. The park 
will include a gazebo, fountains, land-
scaping and other natural amenities. 
The most recent changes include a 
fountain 60 percent larger than first 
proposed. 

Dunkelberg said the discovery of 
four underground oil tanks on the 

We ran into a lot of issues on the site. With the 
changes in the conceptual design, you still would 
have paid (more). 

suming gas in the village, consumers 
will pay 0.6 cents per therm, as 
opposed to the .006 cents per therm 
stated in the original version of the tax 
law. 

"So it's just slightly more than a half 
a penny per therm," said Village 
Finance Director Michael Mond-
schain. "That's what it was always 
intended to be, but it was just worded 
wrong." 

Trustees had to vote on an 
amended tax laws because represen- 

northwest corner of Dundee Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue also added to the 
increased costs. Harding had to get 
new permits to remove the tanks and 
perform more soil borings for the Illi-
nois Environmental Protection Agency 
before continuing with the project. 

"We ran into a lot of issues on the 
site," he said. "With the changes in the 
conceptual design, you still would 
have paid (more)." 

The change order created a 19 per- 

tatives from ComEd and Nicor notified 
the village that incorrect wording in 
the ordinances would result in incor-
rect rates applied to customers' bills. 

The 1 percent use taxes for gas and 
electricity are still expected to raise 
the same amount of revenue, giving 
the village about $125,000 for natural 
gas and $400,000 for electricity per 
year, Mondschain said. 

Trustees again approved the taxes 
as a way to support an aggressive 
plan for beautifying and improving 

cent increase to the $1.27 million the 
Village Board approved in January. 
The initial cost of the project back in 
2000 was $1 million. 

Village President Greg Klatecki said 
the village would have saved money in 
material costs if the board had elected 
to go out for bid on the project instead 
of fast-tracking it. Material prices, Kla-
tecki said, would have been locked in 
if companies were forced to compete 
for the project. 

Trustees were hoping to have the 
park done for the Fourth of July by 
electing to waive the bidding process 
last December.  
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The Wheeling Plan Commission elected to deny a special 

permit to the owners of Fairway Green Apartments to add an 
eighth building to the complex. 

Arthur Goldner, owner of Fairway Greens, said he has been 
waiting for a single-family home in front of the complex to go 
up for sale since he bought it in 1984. He wants to use that 
land to open up the complex and build another building with 
36 units. 

Plan commissioners said they were not pleased Goldner 
was going to build the new building in the same style as the 
current buildings. Commissioners said the current buildings 
have a "throw-back" look to them and wanted something 
more modern and upscale. 

Goldner argued he wanted to maintain the continuity of 
the complex. He also said it would cost him too much money 
to remodel the other seven buildings to match one new one. 

Trustee eyes 
school board 
seat in Dist. 21 

Leaders want your feedback about Fourth of July festival -71)2./.(m.1.0 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling officials this week 
declared the recent Taste of Wheel-
ing a success and one of the best 
ever. 

Plans already have begun for next 
year's Fourth of July festival. 

Before the holiday is a distant 
memory, trustees want residents to 
let the village know what they 
thought of the day's events. 

"If you have remarks - and we  

say it every year and get no feed-
back - we encourage your remarks 
good and bad," said Trustee Judy 
Abruscato, a Wheeling Special 
Events Committee member. 

The Taste of Wheeling, the 
Fourth of July parade and fireworks 
drew more than 10,000 people who 
enjoyed funnel cakes from Sauer's 
Bakery, performances by the Jesse 
White Tumblers and the big-band 
sound of the Larry Bemben orches-
tra. 

"We had units in the parade this  

year that were heartwarming," Abr-
uscato said. 

"We had the band all the way 
from Casper, Wyoming, and of 
course we had the Wheeling High 
School Band, so all in all we were 
very pleased." 

After the typical last-minute can-
cellations, Wheeling's parade ended 
up with almost 80 groups, Abrus-
cato said. 

"The parade went great and 
everybody enjoyed it," Trustee 
Michael Horcher said. 

Trustee Dean Argiris said the res-
idents' reactions to the $30,000 
fireworks display were equally pos-
itive. 

The village board thanked all the 
volunteers and corporate sponsors 
of the event who helped raise about 
$30,000. 

Words of appreciation also went 
out to staff from the police, fire and 
public works departments. 

Village President Greg Klatecki 
said Abruscato and all of the village 
trustees and staff showed an  

increased zeal in their work this 
year. 

"We do it for ourselves, and staff 
because we get paid," Klatecki said, 
"but what I didn't see in years previ-
ously was a smile on their faces, and 
that's what I want to thank - the 
staff for working as a team to get 
things done." 

Residents should mail their com-
ments about the events to Trustee 
Judy Abruscato's attention, Village 
of Wheeling, 255 W. Dundee Road, 
Wheeling, IL 60090. 

BY CORRIE CUTRER 

Daily Herald Staff writer 

Worried that some special educa-
tion and bilingual students are not 
efficiently being integrated into reg-
ular classrooms in Wheeling 
Township Elementary District 21, 
Wheeling Trustee Pat Horcher said 
Monday that he will run for a school 
board seat in April. 

Elected as a village official in 1995, 
Horcher, 39, said he will decide 
within the next week whether he also 
will seek a third term as a village 
trustee next spring. 

"I want to see that there is a review 
process to get kids out of special cur-
riculums, like special education or 
bilingual courses," he said. 

Horcher said he fears that some 
bilingual students, for example, are 
not being mainstreamed into regular 
classrooms as quickly as they should 
be, possibly because the district 
wants to hold onto federal funding it 
receives for these students. 

He is being backed by a group of 
about 20 residents in District 21 who 
have formed an election committee 
to bring new faces to the school 
board next spring. 

These residents also are worried 
that some students are not being 
properly promoted, said committee 
spokeswoman Staci Allan, Horcher's 
sister-in-law. 

"We've spoken to current and 
former teachers and bilingual par-
ents in District 21 who are telling us 

this," Allan said. 
Rosemarie 

Meyer, District 
21's director of 
bilingual and ESL 
programs, said the 
district's methods 
are in line with 
state require-
ments. 

District 21 tests 
bilingual kids every year in reading, 
writing, speaking and listening, she 
said, and the district's bilingual pro-
gram is overseen by the Illinois State 
Board of Education and the U.S. 
Department of Education's Office of 
Civil Rights. 

"We assess our kids and look at 
them as individuals," Meyer said. 
"We make sure they are being appro-
priately challenged." 

Meyer said that between 100 stu-
dents and 130 students graduate 
from the bilingual program yearly. 
Out of District 21's 7,500 students, 
about 2,000 are in bilingual programs. 

Meyer did not have information on 
how long the average student stays in 
a bilingual classroom. 

While board member Ellen Clark 
said she does not doubt that students 
are being treated fairly, she thinks the 
school board should review the bilin-
gual program. 

"There's always been talk about 
how it takes kids too long to move 
through the program," Clark said. 
"The board should be educated on 
how the system works." 
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Police to cooperate with District 214 
The High School District 214 Board of Education is plan-

ning to approve a reciprocal reporting agreement with area 
police departments. The agreement will allow police depart-
ments to share information about students as a way of pre- 
venting crime. 

"Sometimes we're able to help kids if a situation is war- 
ranted," said Tom Hansen, assistant superintendent for stu- 
dent services. 

Participating police departments include Arlington 
Heights, Rolling Meadows, Buffalo Grove, Wheeling, Des 
Plaines, Elk Grove Village, Mount Prospect, Prospect Heights 
and Wheeling. The agreement is scheduled to be on the 
board's Aug. 8 agenda. piONFc- iZ ettES 12_0(^ 
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Carlos Viteri and Cesar 
gether camp. 

Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

Valdovilos, both 12, enjoy a snack during the Police and Children To- 
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Blood supplies dwindle in Chicago area 
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Cops, kids build a bridge of respect 

• 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Members of the Wheeling 
Police Department are spend-
ing some time with local chil-
dren now so that they don't 
have to spend any serious 
time with them later. 

Each year, police resource 
officers from Holmes and Lon-
don middle schools try to 
identify at least 24 children 
who they believe can benefit 
from a week of camp, where 
police officers act as camp 
counselors. The Police and 
Children Together camp con-
sists of a week of activities, in-
cluding a community service 
project. 

Officer John Bonk, who is 
the resource officer at Wheel-
ing High School, said officers 
are looking for specific chil-
dren to participate in the pro-
gram. 

"We recruit middle school 
kids (who) we usually call 'at-
risk,' " he said. "Those are 
kids who we think might have 
contact with police in the fu-
ture or may fall into drug 
use." 

Bonk said the idea is to give 
the children a chance to work 
closely with police officers 
and to see them as positive 
role models. Bonk said the of-
ficers know most of the stu-
dents they recruit because of 
their contact with them in  

school all year long. After six 
years of the program, most 
graduates do not get into trou-
ble with the law. 

"Contact after camp has 
been mostly positive," Bonk 
said. "I'd say maybe one of the 
24 gets into trouble (after 
camp)." 

The kids do not pay for the 
camp. Bonk said the program 
is funded by a grant from the  

Law Enforcement Foundation 
of Illinois, Inc. 

Camp begins each day 
around 7 a.m., with the offi-
cers picking the children up at 
their homes. They all gather 
at the police station for break-
fast every morning. After 
breakfast, the activities begin. 
Lunch is also included each 
day, and at the end of the day, 
the officers bring everybody  

home. 
The first day of the week-

long camp includes a tour of 
the police station and the fire 
station, and a demonstration 
from K-9 Officer Michael Por-
zycki and his partner, Sabre. 

The second day, the kids 
went to Wheeling High School 
to work with students in the 
special-education program 
there. Campers spent the day  

playing sports with the stu-
dents and sharing lunch. 
Other activities included 
team-building activities at the 
Sunrise Recreation Center in 
Bartlett and a trip to Great 
America. 

The campers enjoyed 
spending time with the police 
officers and meeting new 
friends. Most said they were 
most excited about going to 
Great America. 

"I wish we could stay for 
two weeks ... three weeks," 
said Itahan Asemota. "I want 
to come back next year." 

The children also gave each 
other, and their counselors, 
nicknames for the week. 

Bonk said the program 
helps many of the kids by 
building their self-esteem, 
team-working skills and a 
sense of community. 

"We're fortunate the Police 
Department has the foresight 
to put this together," Bonk 
said. "Kids are getting in-
volved in (risky behaviors) at 
a younger age. We really have 
to help these kids, and the 
schools, deal with those is-
sues." 

Bonk praised the fact that 
the department is willing to 
part with six officers for one 
week each year for the pro-
gram. 

"That's a lot of man-hours," 
he said. "It's nice the depart-
ment sees the benefit of this 
program." 
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The village of Wheeling will hold a 
blood drive from 2:30 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Wheeling Main 
Fire Station, 255 W. Dundee Road, 
Wheeling. 

"Many major cities, such as 
Chicago, typically use more blood • than they collect," said Wheeling 
health officer Mike Boyle. "That 
means we have to rely on blood 
shipped from other areas of the 
country to meet the need. We want 
to help reduce that reliance with a 
good turnout next month." 

Boyle added that type 0-negative, 
the so-called universal donor blood  

type, is in especially short supply. 
Boyle offered several suggestions 

to make donors' experience as easy 
and simple as possible: "People 
should eat within four hours prior 
to donating to bring blood levels up 
in the body," he said. "Doing so will 
help make people stable and com-
fortable for donating." 

Boyle also suggested that donors 
drink adequate water — up to 12 
glasses a day — for several days 
prior to donating. "Drinking plenty 
of water hydrates the veins," he 
said, "and makes them easier to 
locate." 

Donors must be at least 17 years  

old. Generally, people in good 
health are considered acceptable 
donors, although certain conditions 
may be grounds for deferral — such 
as a positive test for HIV (the virus 
that causes AIDS), active tuberculo-
sis, history of viral hepatitis after the 
age of 11, and pregnancy within the 
preceding six weeks. 

Other conditions may also cause 
temporary or permanent deferral. 

While appointments are encour-
aged, walk-ins will be welcome. To 
make an appointment, call Mike 
Boyle at (847) 459-2621 or e-mail 
mboyle@vi.wheeling.il.us. 

Z- 
Those who might have avoided 
safety checks byWheelirig police o 
Milwaukee Avenue might not haven 

 escaped a recent checkpoint on 
Wolf Road. Wheeling police this 
week reported making 15 arrests 
and issuing almost 40 other traffic 
tickets during its roadside safety 
checkpoint July 27. The arrests 
included three for DUI, two for sus-
pended licenses, 10 for people 
driving without a driver's license 
and 14 safety-belt violations. Police 
Chief John Popadowski said the 
department realized that people 
were using Wolf Road to circumvent 
the safety checks, so police set up 
th,e four-hour checkpoint near 
Dundee Road. 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

.mbers of the Wheeling 
e Department are spend-
ome time with local chil- 
now so that they don't 
to spend any serious 

with them later. 
ch year, police resource 

from Holmes and Lon-
middle schools try to 

Lily at least 24 children 
they believe can benefit 
a week of camp, where 

e officers act as camp 
selors. The Police and 
hen Together camp con-
of a week of activities, in-
ing a community service 

ficer John Bonk, who is 
resource officer at Wheel-
High School, said officers 
looking for specific chil- 
to participate in the pro- 

t. 

Pe recruit middle school 
(who) we usually call 'at-
' " he said. "Those are 
who we think might have 
act with police in the fu-
or may fall into drug 

Rik said the idea is to give 
children a chance to work 
aly with police officers 
to see them as positive 
models. Bonk said the of-
% know most of the stu-
Is they recruit because of 
r contact with them in 

school all year long. After six 
years of the program, most 
graduates do not get into trou-
ble with the law. 

"Contact after camp has 
been mostly positive," Bonk 
said. "I'd say maybe one of the 
24 gets into trouble (after 
camp)." 

The kids do not pay for the 
camp. Bonk said the program 
is funded by a grant from the 

Law Enforcement Foundation 
of Illinois, Inc. 

Camp begins each day 
around 7 a.m., with the offi-
cers picking the children up at 
their homes. They all gather 
at the police station for break-
fast every morning. After 
breakfast, the activities begin. 
Lunch is also included each 
day, and at the end of the day, 
the officers bring everybody 

home. 
The first day of the week-

long camp includes a tour of 
the police station and the fire 
station, and a demonstration 
from K-9 Officer Michael Por-
zycki and his partner, Sabre. 

The second day, the kids 
went to Wheeling High School 
to work with students in the 
special-education program 
there. Campers spent the day 

Cathryn SeottlThoneer Press 

Carlos Viteri and Cesar Valdovilos, both 12, enjoy a snack during the Police and Children To-
gether camp. 

‘i g.Ft, V - 4-15i14)o2 

od supplies dwindle in Chicago area 
C4L4 

cr'ifasi2 build a bridge of respect 
playing sports with the stu-
dents and sharing lunch. 
Other activities included 
team-building activities at the 
Sunrise Recreation Center in 
Bartlett and a trip to Great 
America. 

The campers enjoyed 
spending time with the police 
officers and meeting new 
friends. Most said they were 
most excited about going to 
Great America. 

"I wish we could stay for 
two weeks ... three weeks," 
said Itahan Asemota. "I want 
to come back next year." 

The children also gave each 
other, and their counselors, 
nicknames for the week. 

Bonk said the program 
helps many of the kids by 
building their self-esteem, 
team-working skills and a 
sense of community. 

"We're fortunate the Police 
Department has the foresight 
to put this together," Bonk 
said. "Kids are getting in-
volved in (risky behaviors) at 
a younger age. We really have 
to help these kids, and the 
schools, deal with those is-
sues." 

Bonk praised the fact that 
the department is willing to 
part with six officers for one 
week each year for the pro-
gram. 

"That's a lot of man-hours," 
he said. "It's nice the depart-
ment sees the benefit of this 
program." 
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lage of Wheeling will hold a 
rive from 2:30 to 7 p.m. 
ay at the Wheeling Main 
on, 255 W. Dundee Road, 

major cities, such as 
typically use more blood 
y collect," said Wheeling 
fficer Mike Boyle. "That 
e have to rely on blood 
from other areas of the 
o meet the need. We want 
duce that reliance with a 
out next month." 

dded that type 0-negative, 
lied universal donor blood  

type, is in especially short supply. 
Boyle offered several suggestions 

to make donors' experience as easy 
and simple as possible: "People 
should eat within four hours prior 
to donating to bring blood levels up 
in the body," he said. "Doing so will 
help make people stable and com-
fortable for donating." 

Boyle also suggested that donors 
drink adequate water — up to 12 
glasses a day — for several days 
prior to donating. "Drinking plenty 
of water hydrates the veins," he 
said, "and makes them easier to 
locate." 

Donors must be at least 17 years  

old. Generally, people in good 
health are considered acceptable 
donors, although certain conditions 
may be grounds for deferral — such 
as a positive test for HIV (the virus 
that causes AIDS), active tuberculo-
sis, history of viral hepatitis after the 
age of 11, and pregnancy within the 
preceding six weeks. 

Other conditions may also cause 
temporary or permanent deferral. 

While appointments are encour-
aged, walk-ins will be welcome. To 
make an appointment, call Mike 
Boyle at (847) 459-2621 or e-mail 
mboyle@vi.wheeling.il.us. 

C ec porn abs 4A-24-verf: 2-• 
Those who might have avoided 
safety checks by Wheeling police on 
Milwaukee Avenue might not have 
escaped a recent checkpoint on 
Wolf Road. Wheeling police this 
week reported making 15 arrests and issuing almost 40 other traffic tickets during its roadside safety 
checkpoint July 27. The arrests 
included three for DUI, two for sus-
pended licenses, 10 for people 
driving without a driver's license 
and 14 safety-belt violations. Police 
ChiefJohn Popadowski said the 
department realized that people 
were using Wolf Road to circumvent 
the safety checks, so police set up 
the four-hour checkpoint near 
Dundee Road. 
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FedEx center stalls at Plari Commission 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Plan Commission will 
hear from Federal Express Ground again 
on Aug. 8 as it proposes to build a new 
distribution center on Wolf Road. 

FedEx Ground first appeared before 
the commission July 18 to propose the 
96,000-square-foot facility just south of 
Hintz Road. The operation would send 
out 50 delivery vans a day onto the al-
ready congested Wolf Road. 

Plan commissioners said they wanted 
to see the facility at the site. However, 
some commissioners said they were con-
cerned about the added traffic onto Wolf 
Road. They asked for a traffic study con-
ducted on that section of Wolf Road to 
see if FedEx could arrange its schedule to 
avoid peak hours of heavy traffic. 

"I think we have a traffic problem 
there, and we need to look at this 
closely," said Ken Brady, plan commis-
sion chairman. "I'm not excited about the 
traffic on the site. Traffic on Wolf Road is 
getting worse by the year." 

It was Brady's suggestion to require 
FedEx to conduct the traffic study. Kevin 
Jones, of Jones Elgin I, LLC, which owns  

the property, asked the commission for a 
favorable recommendation with a condi-
tion FedEx conducts the study. The com-
mission refused to follow to his sugges-
tion. 

"The problem with that is the study 
will be the basis of the decision," Brady 
said. 

Not all commissioners were as anxious 
to see the study done. 

"Fifty trips (from the center) is like 
spitting into the ocean," Commissioner 
Steve Boime said. "We know the impact 
is there. ... We can do the study, but I 
think it's a waste of time." 

Commissioner David Cantwell agreed. 

`Study of the obvious' 

"I don't think we need a study of the 
obvious," he said. 

With Commissioner Terry Steilen ab-
sent, a motion to approve the study came 
to a 3-3 vote. The commission could have 
sent the proposal to the Village Board 
without a recommendation at that point, 
but members instead elected to continue 
the hearing until Aug. 8. 

FedEx wants to move from its current 
Northbrook facility to Wheeling because 
the Northbrook center cannot accommo-
date the company's growth. FedEx repre-
sentatives said the business has been 
growing at an average rate of 20 percent a 
year. 

Brad Poulter, manager of the North-
brook center, said most traffic from the 
proposed Wheeling center would head 
north up to Antioch and the Wisconsin 
border. Only 25 percent of delivery van 
traffic would head south from Wheeling. 
Poulter said the facility would deal 
strictly with ground packages and there 
are no plans to use Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport to bring in packages by air. 

Poulter said between 20 and 30 tractor 
trailer trucks would also be pulling into 
the Wheeling facility, mainly at night. 

The facility would be built on an 
11.75-acre lot that was once owned by 
Commercial Cam. Commercial Cam had 
plans to expand its facility, but company 
officials decided to subdivide the prop-
erty last year and sell the vacant portion. 

FedEx said the facility would bring up 
to 147 full-time jobs to Wheeling right 
away. Projections show up to 263 part-
time, full-time and contracted jobs could 
come with the center in 10 years. 

Space  crunch ch  keeps 
pinching public works 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The debate to create more space in the 
Wheeling public works facility continues to 
simmer even as the Village Board is trying to 
build new offices for department employees. 

The board elected to spend $19,000 to parti-
tion an area above the maintenance garage to 
create an office for fleet supervisor Chuck 
Spratt, but not before getting an earful from 
David Kowal, acting public works director, 
about the greater need for garage space. 

Kowal said the department does not have 
enough room to store salt, sanitary waste, 
scrap metal or concrete at its facility. He also 
said the department has to keep one-third of 
its fleet outdoors because it does not have 
enough garage space. 

"The problem is a severed jugular, and this 
is putting a Band-Aid on it," Kowal said. 

Kowal also said water and sewer crews can 
spend up to 30 minutes maneuvering trucks in 
the garage to get at the equipment they need, 
even in emergency situations. 

Kowal continued to list off the needs of the 
department at the July 22 board meeting until 
Trustee Trevor Lehmann cut him off to get 
back to the matter at hand, which was creating 
the new office. 

Trustees all agree the department can use 
more garage space, but not all are willing to 
put money into it right away. They said their 
priorities this year revolve around the $20 mil-
lion capital improvements program now under 
way that includes water main and sidewalk re-
placement and street repairs, leaving very little 
money left to work on the space issue. Many 
trustees said they believed Kowal used the op-
portunity at the July 22 meeting to vent his 
frustrations. 

"He's fired up, and that's OK," said Trustee  

Dean Argiris. "I like that. It means he's not sit-
ting on his hands. He wants to make things 
better." 

Guy Kolberg, acting village manager, said 
Kowal accurately described the conditions of 
the current facility and did not believe his ac-
tion represented the frustration of the depart-
ment as a whole. 

"Public works can operate with the facilities 
they have," he said. "They would appreciate a 
new facility, but who wouldn't?" 

The board has already paid for a space needs 
study for Village Hall and the public works fa-
cility. Architectural firm FGM conducted the 
study and then came back with a $750,000 
price tag to design a $16 million facility. The 
board elected to hold onto the study and hold 
off paying for design work. Village President 
Greg Klatecki said that decision may have 
added to the frustration of some village em-
ployees. 

Klatecki said as the village continues to 
grow, the need for more garage space is going 
to increase and the village needs to address the 
problem soon. 

"I think it will come to a point where serv-
ices could be hampered," he said. "I firmly be-
lieve we have to address this in the near fu-
ture. If we don't, it will hinder our 
capabilities." 

Lehmann said he would prefer to eliminate 
some of the village's $17 million debt before 
borrowing for a new facility. He also said he 
would prefer to wait for a flood mitigation 
study from Christopher Burke Engineering to 
see if Village Hall can be built on a flood plain 
in order to expand current facilities and keep 
all services on one campus. 

"I can't go to the residents and ask for $16 
million in debt so public works can move their 
trucks around easier," he said. "We need to 
find out all the options." 
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Apartment 
plan hits 
big hurdle 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling plan commissioners dealt 
a heaq blow to plans for the Fairway 
Greens apartment complex to expand. 

Saying the village is trying to 
improve its image, commissioners 
recently voted 3-2 against a prelimi-
nary proposal to add an eighth 
building to the existing Fairway Greens 
complex at McHenry Road and Fair- 
way Drive. 

Arthur Goldner, the owner of the 
complex, proposed to landscape the 
entrance of the complex, while adding 
a three-story building in the same style 
as the rest of the complex, which was 
built in 1972. 

"There is no deluxe rental stock in 
Wheeling right now and we believe 
that we would be filling a void there," 
Goldner said. "This is more of what 
would be built in Buffalo Grove or 
Northbrook" 

The interior of the new building 
would be an upgraded version of the 
current design, but Goldner proposed 
keeping the exterior the same because 
changing the other seven buildings to 
match the new one would add $32 
million to the $5 million expansion 
cost. 

Some trustees said they didn't want 
to set a precedent for developers who 
might want to build inWheeling using 
"dated" architectural styles. 

"I don't see very much deluxe about 
this," Commissioner Stuart Shapiro 
told Goldner. "I have seen your prop- 
erty in Buffalo Grove, and I don't think 
you would take something like this, to 
them, so I'm asking you why you 
brought it to us." 

Goldner insisted that plan commis- 
sioners didn't have to fear sating a 
precedent because his situation is 
unique. Fairway Greens merely pro-
posed to "fill a gap" in its current 
development 

lino plan commissioners agreed, 
voting in favor of the plan. 

'We really aren't doing anything but 
completing something that originally 
couldn't be done," plan commission 
Chairman Kenneth Brady said. 

"I'm glad you're doing this and it's 
nice to see that you're adding land-
scaping to your entrance there," Brady 
told Goldner. 

However, the majority of commis- 
sioners voted against recommending 
that the village allow Fairway Greens to 

fr.n.rarri in cieVeinning a final 
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Water park expansion hits snag 
BY CASS CLIATT 
llrnty Herald Staff Writer 

The biggest outdoor water park in 
the Northwest suburbs is all set to get 
bigger. 

Except the Wheeling Park District 
hasn't decided whether to let plans to 
expand the Wheeling Aquatic Center 
sink or swim. 

The problem is that cost estimates 
for putting a 7,500-square-foot addi-
tion on the water park are proving to 
be higher than expected, park offi-
cials said Tuesday. 

The park district planned to pay 
about $1.3 million to replace an exist-
ing hot-tub area at the park with a 
zero-depth water playground for tots 
and a separate water basketball and 
"lily pad challenge crossing event" 
area. 

The design for the project already 
received an enthusiastic thumbs-up 
from the Wheeling Plan Commission 
last month, and the village board 
Monday approved the use for the 
property. 

Trustees voted unanimously on 
the plan because it was meant to 
help the Aquatic Center compete 
with the new water park in Gurnee 
and expanded water facilities in such 
towns as Carol Stream. 

"There wasn't even a question," 
Village President Greg Klatecki said. 

"I think it was a jewel that it was cre-
ated for this village, and they want 
to improve it after 10 years. They 
want to improve it for the modern 
era." 

However, the park district has 
encountered problems with low 
quality soil that is unsuitable for 
building a foundation on the site of 
the proposed expansion. 

"We're not 100 percent we're going 
to go through with the project now," 
said Mark Harrison, the park district's 
director of parks and planning. "We 
encountered some poor soil and we 
need to do some remediation. We are 
working with the architect and the 
contractors analyzing bids and 
costs." 

Replacing the soil could drive the 
price tag of the project up to $1.4 mil-
lion or $1.5 million, Harrison said. 

Parks officials hope the project can 
proceed because the park district 
was looking forward to attracting 
more grade-school children and 
young teenagers with the new facili-
ties. 

The district has seen a slight 
decrease in its normal 75,000 to 
100,000 annual Aquatic Center 
attendance since newwater facilities 
have opened elsewhere, officials said. 

The park district expects to reach a 
decision about the expansion by its 
next board meeting Tuesday. 

Wheeling answers call for more firefighters 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

For the first time in a decade, 
Wheeling is expanding its fire 
department. 

An aging population, the con-
struction of more high-density 
housing and the growth of nursing 
facilities in the village has prompted 
a three-year expansion that will 
eventually add nine new firefighter-
paramedics to the department, fire 
officials said. 

The new firefighters will give the 
department enough staff to operate a 
third ambulance daily at a time when 
firefighters handle one emergency 
call for every 10 residents per year, 
Fire Chief Keith Maclsaac said. 

'Ambulance calls are the bulk of 
our service, and we anticipate con-
tinued growth," MacIsaac said. 

"The population in the commu-
nity has grown almost 5,000 in the 
last few years, and we still haven't 
seen the affects of the new Greek 
nursing home we've just added to the 
community, and they're also adding 
an addition to Addolorata." 

MacIsaac referred to the potential 
for increased rails to the Greek Amer- 

ican Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Centre and AddolorataVillage. 

The fire department estimates it 
already responds to 3,500 calls a year, 
and the new hires will be able to serve 
on ambulances and fire trucks. With 
three firefighter-paramedics already 
hired, two other phases of hiring 
through May 2003 will bring to 51 the 
number of Wheeling's firefighters. 

"The decision was made to do it 
over three years to minimize the  

impact on taxes," MacIsaac said. "We 
want to spread the costs out over 
growth in the community." 

For three new firefighters, salaries, 
protective equipment and training 
will cost the village about $199,000 a 
year, the chief said. 

The fire department was able to 
delay hiring new firefighters for sev-
eral years by carrying medical 
equipment on its fire engines to 
respond to medical calls when ambu-
lances were busy. However, the 
construction of developments such 
as the Park Point condominiums, 
One Milwaukee Place and the antici-
pated Kimball Hill project made it 
imprudent for the fire department to 
continue its "stopgap" measures, 
MacIsaac said. 

"Ambulance calls are the bulk of our service, and we anticipate 

continued growth." 

Fire Chief Keith Macisaac 
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Trustees interview manager candidates 
The Wheeling Village Board interviewed six candidates in 

the running to become the next village manager. The six peo-
ple were interviewed Aug. 5 and Aug. 6 at the Chevy Chase 
Country Club. 

Village President Greg Klatecki said the opening has at-
tracted the interest of candidates from across the country. 
Klatecki said the candidates were all "very highly qualified" 
to be the new manager. 

The board is expected to cut the list of six to about three 
candidates, Klatecki said. Those making the cut will be in-
vited for another round of interviews. 

The board looked at 12 resumes before making its first cut. 
After that, those six candidates were invited to take a tour of 
the village and be interviewed by the board. 

Klatecki said it is still the board's intent to hire a new man-
ager by September. 
Pio NI - 1%st-2..0o 2_. 

New building director appointed 
James F. Kelly was named Wheeling's new building direc-

tor last week, replacing Dan Ozanich, who was promoted to 
community development director. 

Kelly has spent the past five years in Prospect Heights in a 
similar position before arriving in Wheeling. He has also 
served as plan examiner in Buffalo Grove and owned his own 
contracting firm before entering the public sector. 

Kelly holds degrees from Harper College and the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin's Department of Engineering Professional 
Development at Madison. He also was president of the North-
west Building Officials and Code Administrators. In 1999, his 
chapter was recognized as chapter of the year by the BOCA 
national office. 

Kelly is a member of the Illinois Building Commission 
Communications Subcommittee. He is a resident of Arling-
ton Heights. 
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Extradition in Wheeling jeweler's murder sought 
BYRHONDA SCIARRA 
Daly Herald Staff Writer 

An extradition hearing was held 
Tuesday in Los Angeles for a man 
who police suspect killed aWheeling 
jeweler in January 2000. 

Manuel Murillo, 47, was arrested 
Friday on a first-degree murder war-
rant out of Cook County for the 
shooting death ofVmod C. Mehta. 

Murillo was taken into custody at 
2:30 p.m. Friday at the suburban Los 
Angeles residence where he was stay-
ing, said Los Angeles police Sgt. John 
Pasquariello. 

The murder case has remained 
open as authorities sought out the 
fourth person — the gunman — in a 
jewel-theft ring suspected in Mehta's 
death. 

Three others have pleaded guilty to  

involvement in the robbery and 
murder of the precious gem sales-
man. On Jan. 19, 2000, Mehta was 
followed to his home on Honeysuckle 
Drive, where he was robbed and shot 
to death in his driveway. 

In July, Emilio Bolanos, 27, for-
merly of Chicago, pleaded guilty to 
armed robbery. He will be sentenced 
Sept. 3. 

Francisco G. Soliz, formerly of  

Chicago, was sentenced in April to 20 
years in prison after he pleaded guilty. 
In May, Jorge Trevino Castillo, 33, also 
formerly of Chicago, was sentenced 
to 20 years after he pleaded guilty. 

Wheeling police detectives alerted 
Los Angeles authorities that Murillo 
may have been in the Los Angeles 
area, Pasquariello said. Murillo 
remained in custody in Los Angeles 
lUesday. 
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BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Skiff Writer 

It was a time when 20-year-old 
outfielder Willie Mays joined the 
New York Giants. 

The classic "I Love Lucy" was just 
debuting on television, Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg were being con-
victed of selling atomic secrets to the 
Soviets, and Tupperware was just 
coming on the scene. 

Many of the senior citizens who 
crowded the Wheeling Pavilion 
Senior Center recently were cele-
brating their birthdays as young tots 
when Charlie Chaplin was starring 
on the big screen, Woodrow Wilson 
was president, and news came that 
Mark Twain had died. 

The senior center held a celebra-
tion of longevity and golden 
marriages Aug. 15 for this rare group 
of individuals and married couples 
that has experienced generations of 
history. 

"To be married 50 years today is 
really something, and we just 
thought it would be kind of a nice 

thing to do something to recognize 
them," said Pat Maziarka of the 
Wheeling Senior Commission. 

The commission's Celebration of 
Seniors honored "golden ring" cou-
ples who have been married 50 
years or more and "precious dia-
mond" individuals who have 
celebrated 90 or more birthdays. 

"For the village as a whole, it's rare 
to see people who have lived 90-plus 
years," Maziarka said. 

Almost 40 couples and 11 birth-
day honorees gathered for a special 
luncheon, where they were recog-
nized by Village President Greg 
Klatecld. 

They also got to share stories. 
"We asked all the celebrants to fill 

out a questionnaire about their 
spouse, when they met and what's 
important to marriage to them," 
said Nancy Janssen, the village's 
director of senior services. 

After taking pictures, the partici-
pants enjoyed music from Don 
Reitsma's keyboard orchestra and 
carried home with them new mem-
ories to add to those they've built 
during their long lifetimes. 

A display of family photos from a bygone era gives testament to the 
longevity of the couples married 50 years or more and individuals 90 years 
and older who were honored at the Wheeling Pavilion Senior Center. 
At left, Herta Hadeler, 94, is introduced as the oldest person at the 
Celebration of Seniors. 

••••••••". 

PHOTOS BY GILBERT R. BOUCHER II/DAILY HERALD 

William and 
Alliene Wright 
proudly show 
off their 
wedding 
picture at 
the Wheeling 
Pavilion 
Senior Center 
during the 
Celebration of 
Seniors that 
honored 
couples who 
have been 
married 50 
years or 
more and 
individuals 
90 years 
and older. 
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Celebrating long lives and marriages 
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Riverwalk 
plan raises 
questions 

By KIMBERLY FORNEK 

STAFF WRITER 

The development firm 
Hamilton Partners has im-
pressed village officials with 
projects such as the Riverwalk 
office complex and the Chevy 
Chase Business Park, but 
some members of the Buffalo 
Grove Plan Commission think 
this time the developer might 
be trying to do too much on 
one site. 

Hamilton Partners has pro-
posed building an eight-story 
office building, a six-story 
hotel, a six-story apartment 
building and a five-story park-
ing garage on the east side of 
Milwaukee Avenue north of 
the Riverwalk development. A 
new restaurant in the spot 
where Hans Bavarian Lodge 
used to be also might be in-
cluded in the plan. 

"Hamilton is a top-quality 
developer; you do fabulous 
work," Plan Commission 
Chairman Lester Ottenheimer 
told Hamilton partner Tim 
Beechick. "I don't know of 
anything you have done that I 
haven't liked." Still, Otten-
heimer was concerned the 
new proposal, referred to as 
Riverwalk North, is "awfully 
dense." 

One of the commissioners 
suggested the office building 
be dropped from the plan, and 
another thought the apart-
ment building wasn't suitable 
on the site. 

Beechick didn't want to 
give up the office building, be-
cause that is his company's 
forte. 

"What we do best is office 
development, so I would like 
to see that stay part of the de-
velopment," he said. And the 
apartment building is "a cru-
cial and key element of the 
plan." 

Beechick told the commis-
sioners the entire project 
could fail if he had to elimi-
nate any of the components. 

The traffic consultant for 
the project, Michael Werth-
mann, said the proposed com-
plex would not have a signifi-
cant impact on congestion in 
the area. 

"In fact, it would be mini-
mal," he said. 

He acknowledged that traf-
fic headaches exist along Mil-
waukee Avenue, especially at 
the intersection of Milwaukee 
and Deerfield Parkway. 

"Milwaukee and Deerfield 
is a regional problem," said 
Werthmann. "The problem is 
Deerfield is only a two-lane 
road all the way through Riv- 

(Continued on page 13)  

Continued from page 1.1 

erwoods." But access onto 
Milwaukee from Riverwalk 
Drive "works fine," he said. 

But even if the develop-
ment does not generate a lot 
more traffic on Milwaukee, 
"all we are doing is making it 
worse," said Michael Samuels, 
a member of the Plan Com-
mission. 

Beechick argued the char-
acteristics of the site allow a 
more intense use of the prop-
erty. The property is adjacent 
to the Des Plaines River and 
Lake County Forest Preserve 
District land. He also • pointed 
out that all the buildings 
would not be built at once. 
The office building, for exam-
ple, would not be built until a 
company agreed to occupy at 
least a portion of it. 

The proposal will be dis-
cussed during another work-
shop tentatively scheduled for 
the Plan Commission's Aug. 
21 meeting at Village Hall. 
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Dundee repairs to start next week 

The Illinois Department of Transportation is scheduled to 
begin repairs to Dundee Road next week, a few weeks later 
than expected. 

Guy Kolberg, acting village manager, said the project had 
been slightly delayed due to construction on Lake-Cook 
Road. The Cook County Highway Department has been work-
ing on the railroad overpass on Lake-Cook since the spring. 
IDOT agreed to hold off on its repairs until two lanes of traf-
fic in each direction were open on Lake-Cook. 

Kolberg said Cook County Highway Department represen-
tatives told him two lanes of traffic in both directions will be 
open next week. IDOT will then go to work on Dundee Road. 

IDOT plans to resurface and patch along Dundee Road. 
One lane of traffic in each direction will be closed on Dundee 
Road during the repairs. 

IDOT is spending $5.5 million to repair 8.5 miles of Dundee 
Road. The Cook County Highway Department is spending 
$6.9 million on its Lake-Cook Road project, which is sched-
uled to be completed in November. 

ti L-irz- PILL s s 12_ 0( z 
New restaurant owner gets liquor license 

Larry Huber, co-owner of the Clean Plate Club Restaurant 
Group of Evanston, was granted a liquor license by the 
Wheeling Liquor Control Commission for his new restaurant 
at the former Crawdaddy Bayou location. 

Huber said he plans to open Pete Miller's Steakhouse at 
the site. Huber said the Wheeling restaurant will be very sim-
ilar to the Pete Miller's Steakhouse in Evanston. The restau-
rant will will offer live jazz music, a billiard lounge, banquets 
and private seating. 

Huber said he is excited to locate on Restaurant Row and 
believes he will bring a new element into the neighborhood. 

"There really isn't a steakhouse there," he said. 
Huber must submit designs for the new seating arrange-

ment to the village in order to obtain a special-use permit for 
the new restaurant. He said he does not plan on opening until 
March or April. 

"That's how long it's going to take in order to get the de-
sign, special permit, construction and train the staff," he said. 
"It just takes that long." 

The Clean Plate Club Restaurant Group owns Pete Miller's 
in Evanston, along with Merle's Southern Kitchen and Barbe-
cue, Davis Street Fishmarket and Tommy Nevin's Pub. 

The menu at Pete Miller's in Evanston offers a full variety 
of steaks, as well as many seafood dishes that include white-
fish, salmon, lobster and shrimp. The restaurant also offers 
rack of lamb, veal and sandwiches. 

Crawdaddy Bayou's last day of open business was July 6. 
The owner, John Liataud Jr., said he plans to open smaller 
restaurants in the Chicago area like his new Escape to Craw-
daddy Bayou in Fox River Grove. 



Richard Bajjalieh/Pioneer Press 

U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk, R-10th, talks with residents at the Pavilion Senior Center about develop-
ments in Washington, D.C., and beyond. 
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Kirk pays a visit to Wheeling seniors 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk, R-
10th, stopped by the Pavilion 
Senior Center recently to talk 
about what he has been up to 
in Washington, D.C., over the 
past year and other issues fac-
ing Congress. 

Kirk addressed three major 
issues during his hour-long 
visit to the center July 1: 
health care, corporate crime 
and the war on terrorism. He 
also fielded questions from 
the audience. 

Kirk said he expects the 
House of Representatives to 
work out a patients bill of 
rights when it reconvenes in 
September. He said the legis-
lation will include a patient's 
right to a second opinion of a 
diagnosis, the right to see a 
specialist and a review of 
treatments that are rejected 
by HMOs. 

"The goal is to separate the 
HMO from the physician," he 
said. 

Kirk said Republicans' and 
Democrats' patients' rights 
legislation differs over a pa-
tient's right to sue HMOs. The 
Republican version does not 
include the right to sue. Kirk 
said he would like to see 
quicker solutions to patients' 
issues, and the legal system 
takes too long to sort them 
out. 

Another major concern 
voiced by the seniors in at-
tendance was prescription 
drug coverage included in 
Medicare, which Kirk sup-
ports. Currently, Medicare 
only covers drugs that are ad-
ministered in the hospital. 

"That needs to change," 
Kirk said. "There are more 
prescription drugs available 
now." 

One senior, complaining  

about the cost of prescription 
drugs, asked Kirk if he had 
any ideas on how to keep the 
costs down. Kirk responded 
by saying he voted in favor of 
legislation that allows Ameri-
can citizens to purchase drugs 
in Canada, which are consid-
erably cheaper. He also said 
he favored a ban on drug com-
mercials and advertising. 

"They cost too much and in-
flate costs," he said. "Maybe 
then people will listen to their 
doctors and not an ad they see 
in a magazine." 

Enron and so on 
Kirk also talked about the 

wave of corporate crime that 
has surfaced over the past 
year. He touted legislation  

passed last month to put 
white-collar criminals in 
prison. 

"The bill includes fines ... 
and jail time up to 20 years," 
he said. "They are going to 
serve hard time, not stay at 
`Club Fed.' " 

The new law allows the gov-
ernment to seize assets of 
white-collar criminals to reim-
burse investors. And Kirk said 
the way to ensure prosecution 
is to find "young, hard-work-
ing prosecutors who are as 
smart as the criminals." He 
likened it to the way orga-
nized crime was busted. Kirk 
said corporate criminals use 
similar tactics to hide their 
money and loot the company's 
assets. 

Military matters 
Kirk also talked about the 

war on terrorism. He ap-
plauded the efforts of the U.S. 
military's campaign to topple 
the Taliban, but he said there 
is still a lot of work to do. 

"One thousand Al Qaida 
have been captured or killed," 
he said. "There were 10,000 
before." 

Kirk called Osama bin 
Laden a "unique threat" to 
Americans. "We have never 
faced a super-rich terrorist be-
fore," he said. 

One audience member 
asked Kirk if he would sup-
port an invasion of Iraq. Kirk 
avoided the question by giv-
ing a brief history lesson, say-
ing the country's forefathers  

gave the power of using mili-
tary force to Congress and not 
the president. "President 
Bush needs to make a deci-
sion," he said, "but he'd better 
ask Congress first." 

Kirk did not say if he would 
approve of an invasion or not. 

Kirk avoided talking about 
politics during the hour and 
focused on issues. He spent 
most of the time fielding ques-
tions. He and audience mem-
bers felt free to talk about 
most anything. Some even 
made jokes. 

"I'm from the government, 
so I'm here to help you," he 
said at the beginning of the 
meeting. 

Even the congressman had 
to chuckle when one man re-
sponded, "Is that something 
new?" 

Those who heard Kirk 
speak said they were apprecia-
tive of the visit and liked what 
they had heard. 

"He hit on everything that 
is happening today," Dolly 
Hein said. "And a lot of issues 
that seniors are concerned 
about." 

Kirk, a freshman congress-
man paying his second visit to 
the Pavilion, seemed more in 
tune with the issues, audience 
members said. 

"You can tell he's more sea-
soned," Jean Lowery said. 

Although they said they 
liked what they heard, many 
said they want to see more re-
sults from their representa-
tive. 

"We've had these issues for 
many years, and they haven't 
gone away," Hein said. "They 
don't get resolved." 

Kirk is scheduled to appear 
at the Pavilion, 199 First St., 
again Friday at the men's 
breakfast gathering. All men 
are invited to attend the meet-
ing, which begins at 9:30 a.m. 
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Richard Banalieh/Pioneer Press 

Communications Officer Christine Miller received two awards for her part in locating a Wheel-
ing man who had driven his car into a ditch in Durand, III., during a snowstorm. 
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Dispatcher really answers the call 

• 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling Communications 
fficer Christine Miller is 
'edited for helping save a 

I st 76-year-old Wheeling man 
ho drove his car into a ditch 

on a lonely rural road during a 
snowstorm. 

Miller was awarded the 
Wheeling Police Department's 
Lifesaving Award and an 
award from the Association of 
Public Safety Communica-
tions Officers for helping to 
,cate the lost ma on March 
. She earned the •colades at 
Village Board n eting July 

22. 

After contactirg everal po-
lice departments, Miller was 
able to get an idea where he 
was stranded by 'acking his 
cellular telephone ils. 

"We all hate I phones, 
but to be able tc what we 
did because of tl is pretty 
amazing," Miller I. "I don't 
think we would we found 
him alive without 

The man, who r, uested his 
name not appear i this arti-
cle, had left Fo ana, Wis., 
around 11 a.m. A 1 p.m., his 
wife became cor erned and 
began calling pc ce depart-
ments in that an k. She also 
called Miller. 

"His wife knee her hus-
band had left Fontana, and 
she knew he was taking Route 
14," Miller said. "Route 14 
splits into (Route) 67. We 
thought he didn't take that 
split and ended up confused 
and lost." 

Miller's concern for the man 
was heightened because of the 
cold and the snow falling that 
night. Miller said the man was 
driving a white car, making it 
even more difficult to find 
him. 

"It was scary, g en his age 
and the situation," she said. "I 
was very concerned for him." 

When Miller got the call, 
she sent Officer Scott Laverd 
to the man's home. Laverd 
learned that the man had con-
tacted his wife with his cell 
phone. He told her he was 
stuck in a ditch. He had no 
idea where he was. 

"He did a very good job try-
ing to describe where he was, 
but there was nothing there," 
Miller said. "At one point, I 
was on the phone with (Lav-
erd) and he was on the phone 
with (the missing man). A 
pickup truck had pulled up, 
and he said he was on the 
phone with the police and 
they were on their way. So the 
truck left." 

That was two hours before 
police found him. 

Miller was able to get the 
man's cellular telephone pro-
vider and phone number. 
Miller said she contacted the 
provider, Cellular One, who 
said he was in "roaming" sta-
tus, meaning he was not using 
Cellular One towers. She did 
discover, however, that U.S. 
Cellular maintained the tow-
ers in and around Madison, 
Wis., and decided to contact 
them. 

"(U.S. Cellular) Tech sup-
port was able to get the loca-
tion of the tower," Miller said. 
"They said he was up to 17 
miles from the tower." 

The man was stuck in Du-
rand, Ill., about 96 miles 
northwest of Wheeling, and 
within seven miles of the 
tower. Miller contacted the 
Winnebago County Sheriff, 
who initiated a search. 

"I called Scott (Laverd) to 
get a list of (the man's) med-
ications," Miller said. "When I 
called (Winnebago) back with 
the list, they told me they had 
just located him." 

The man, who has diabetes 
and who had no food with him 
in the car, was found seven 
hours after he drove into the 
ditch. The police found him  

semiconscious. His car had 
run out of gas, but the man 
did have a blanket to help him 
keep warm. 

"About five minutes later, 
they called me back, saying he 
was warming up in the ambu-
lance and appeared to be 
fine," Miller said. "I really 
wanted to hear that." 

Cpl. Tom Lorenz, who runs 
the radio room for the Wheel-
ing Police Department, com-
mended Miller for her work. 

"She did a really good job," 
he said. "But this is the kind 
of thing that happens to dis- 

patchers every day across the 
country." 

Miller was surprised by the 
awards and attention she has 
received. 

"I just did my job," she 
said. "I would expect it out of 
anybody who does my job." 

The man spent the night at 
Rockford Memorial Hospital 
and was able to go home the 
next day. He is now fully re-
covered from the accident. 

The man's wife praised the 
officers' efforts. 

"She is a very caring per-
son," the wife said of Miller. "I  

am very thankful for that." 
Miller said she could have 

never accomplished what she 
did without the help of all the 
other police departments, cel-
lular telephone representa-
tives and her partner in the 
radio room, Communications 
Officer Javier Alanis. 

"When you're working an 
emergency, you're working 
that call," she explained. "So 
the other (dispatcher) has to 
pick up the slack. He still had 
five, six, seven officers to deal 
with, and he did it for four 
hours. He did a great job." 

Guides police to motorist 
stranded in snowy ditch 
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Patrick Horcher 
weighing more 
public service 

• Horcher Continued from page 8 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling Trustee Patrick 
Horcher is considering a run 
for a seat on the Wheeling Ele-
mentary School District 21 
Board. 

Horcher, who is serving the 
last year of his second term on 
the Village Board, said his 
main impetus for running is 
to examine the district's bilin-
gual education program and 
the English as a Second Lan-
guage program. He said he is 
not convinced the district is 
admitting students into the 
program correctly or getting 
them into standard class-
rooms quickly enough. 

"If a kid doesn't speak Eng-
lish well, then fix it and transi-
tion them," he said. "What if 
that doesn't occur? The fed-
eral policy is teach these kids, 
although they are not learn-
ing:, 

Horcher said he had a Pun-
jabi-speaking neighbor from  

India who was enrolled in the 
regular educational setting 
and flourished in school only 
after being held back a year. 
The same thing happened to 
that girl's cousin. A third In-
dian girl Horcher knew, how-
ever, could not keep up, and 
was entered into the ESL pro-
gram. 

"I just have a lot of ques-
tions about the whole thing," 
he said. "I want to see what 
works. If it doesn't work, we 
should let the (federal govern-
ment) know. This could poten-
tially be a big problem." 

Rosemarie Meyer, director 
of bilingual and English as a 
Second Language programs 
for District 21, said the goal is 
to get bilingual students into a 
standard classroom. But it is a 
deliberately slow process 
based on how well the student 
grasps the language. 

"Math is typically the first 
subject (to move)," she said. 
"It's a gradual process. It's to 

(Continued on page 9) _  

give the kids experience in 
the classroom." 

Meyer said a student will 
spend between 60 percent and 
80 percent of his or her time 
in a standard classroom the 
year before being "fully main-
streamed." She said the dis-
trict typically mainstreams be-
tween 100 and 140 students 
from bilingual programs into 
standard classrooms each 
year. 

Students in bilingual pro-
grams follow the exact same 
curriculum as students in 
standard classrooms, Meyer 
said. The decision to begin the 
mainstream process is based 
on annual assessments of 
English skill, performance on 
standardized tests and teacher 
recommendations, Meyer 
said. 

District 21 offers bilingual 
programs in Spanish, Russian 
and Polish. 

Horcher, whose two chil-
dren will attend Field Elemen-
tary School next fall, said he 
has not decided whether he 
will seek re-election to the Vil-
lage Board. He said he has 
been in contact with the Illi-
nois Attorney General's Office 
to see if there are any laws 
that would prevent that. 

"The initial take is there is 
no official ruling, 43rt infor- 

I feel like I'm 
leaving the job 
half-done, but 
doing what I said 
I'd do. 

Patrick Horcher 

many, it shouldn't be done," 
he said. "I'm not sure if it's 
possible." 

Horcher said he was only 
interested in serving two 
terms on the Village Board 
when he ran for re-election in 
1999. However, he said there 
are still a lot of things he has 
yet to accomplish as a trustee. 

"I feel like I'm leaving the 
job half-done, but doing what 
I said I'd do," he said. "It's a 
moral dilemma question." 

Horcher said many resi-
dents have asked him to run 
for a third term on the Village 
Board, complicating his deci-
sion. 

"It's weighing heavily on 
my mind," he said. 

There are three seats on the 
District 21 board up for elec-
tion next April. Those seats 
are held by Ellen Clark, Larry 
Krulewich and Pamela Becker 
Dean. 

Pilots take to sky to help the sick , 
rfUll &r re6s /5. aoctl, 

Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

Vince Scott volunteers his time and his Mooney 201 to fly patients to different hospitals with 
the AirLifeLine program. The program offers free transportation to very ill people with financial 
difficulties. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Vince Scott flies his Mooney 
201 aircraft from Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport for many 
reasons. 

Sometimes he flies for busi-
ness. He'll often take to the air 
for pleasure. 

But nothing gives him more 
satisfaction than flying to help 
others. 

Since 1999, Scott has been 
volunteering his plane and his 
time to AirLifeLine, a non-
profit organization that helps 
people in financial need travel 
to hospitals across the country 
to receive medical treatment. 

"It's about helping people 
in life-threatening situations," 
Scott said. "I find it's very re-
warding. It's given back to me 
what I've given to the pro-
gram. I know I've helped, in a 
small way, to keep these peo-
ple living." 

Scott picked up a 
39-year-old woman from Rush 
Presbyterian Hospital Aug. 6 
and drove to Palwaukee be-
fore flying her home to Min-
neapolis after receiving che-
motherapy and analysis for 
cancer in her lymph nodes. 

"She's 39 years old, with 
three children and a husband, 
and she'd been fighting for six 
years," Scott said. "That's a 
tough road to go. I ras happy 
to be of some help." 

Most of the people that use  

AirLifeLine's services are very 
sick and need to travel across 
the country to get specialized 
care. However, most insur-
ance companies do not cover 
travel costs. 

"Most patients wouldn't be 
able to get treatments without 
these flights," said Annie 
Blake, operations manager for 
AirLifeLine. "Most patients 
need to make multiple trips, 
which can be difficult finan-
cially." 

Besides flying patients, 
Blake said AirLifeLine volun- 
teers will fly family members 
to visit loved ones in hospi-
tals. She said some will use 
the service as their dying wish 
to go home. After Sept. 11, 
Blake said volunteer pilots 
flew nurses and trauma ex-
perts into New Yor1$ City from 
across the country. 

AirLifeLine began in 1973. 
Blake said they started out 
flying organs and blood. The 
group began flying patients 
about 15 years ago. About 
2,000 pilots across the country 
volunteer with AirLifeLine. 

"More and more are volun-
teering," Blake said. "It's a 
good excuse to fly, and they 
love to give back to someone 
else who needs help." 

Scott said he got involved 
after he heard other pilots talk 
about the program. Every 
once in a while, he will receive 
an e-mail with a list of possi-
ble flights and will choose one 
that fits his schedule. Some- 

times, Scott will even take 
time off from work to make a 
flight. 

Scott said one of the most 
enjoyable parts of volunteer-
ing is meeting the patients 
and their families. 

"Most of them are pretty 
sick, but that doesn't mean 
they're not wonderful people," 
he said. 

Scott. said he flew a 
12-year-old Russian boy to Co-
lumbus, Ohio, to receive treat- 

ments for radiation exposure. 
The boy, Scott said, was a vic-
tim of the Chernobyl nuclear 
accident. 

"He was very bright and 
had a huge smile on his face 
all the time," Scott said. "He 
was very interested in the 
plane and aviation." 

Scott typically flies patients 
to destinations between 200 
and 400 miles away. Some-
times its the patient's final 
destination. Other times, they 
will get on another plane with  

another AirLifeLine volun-
teer. 

"We can fly them just about 
anywhere across the country," 
he said. 

There were 13 AirLifeLine 
flights in Illinois last year, and 
all of them used Palwaukee as 
either a starting point or a 
destination. This year, AirLi-
feLine has increased its total 
flights in Illinois to 88. About 
one flight a month leaves 
from Palwaukee, said Robert 
Mark, airport spokesman. 



CATION 
VERIM 

FedEx traffic impact doesn't scare commission (:\o„„, f)tS5 silS/2cor7- 
By CASEY MOFFITT they were satisfied with the results of 

STAFF WRITER the study. 

The Wheeling Plan Commission is 
recommending the Village Board ap-
prove a 107,000-square-foot Federal 
Express Ground facility to be built on 
South Wolf Road. 

The commission voted 6 to 1 in favor 
of the facility, with Commissioner Ray 
Lang casting the dissenting vote. The 
commission first heard the proposal 
July 18 and asked for a traffic study of 
the area. Most commissioners said 

The study, completed by Luay 
Aboona of Kenig, Lindgren, O'Hara, 
Aboona, Inc. in Rosemont, showed 
most traffic from the distribution cen-
ter would not affect peak traffic times 
on Wolf Road just south of Palatine 
Road, where the facility is proposed to 
be built. 

According to Aboona's study, the 
peak hour on Wolf Road in the morn-
ing is between 7:15 and 8:15, with peak 
travel into the FedEx facility being 6  

a.m. until 7 a.m. In the afternoon, peak 
traffic on the road is between 5 o'clock 
and 6 o'clock. The facility's peak is be-
tween 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., Aboona 
said. 

"Because it doesn't coincide with 
peak hours, (FedEx) traffic will not af-
fect Wolf Road," Aboona said. 

FedEx representatives said the fa-
cility will send out about 50 delivery 
vans during the day, with most of 
them leaving after noon. They also 
said about 20 tractor-trailer trucks will 
pull in and out of the facility, mainly  

at night. 
Aboona said the total number of 

trips moving in and out of the pro-
posed facility will be 168. He said most 
other industrial businesses would use 
up to 202 trips. Commissioners agreed 
any use will produce more traffic. 

"There is going to be more traffic no 
matter what (is built there)," Plan 
Commission Chairman Ken Brady 
said. "There couldn't be a worse area 
on Wolf Road for this." 

Commissioners asked FedEx to see 
if the Illinois Department of Transpor-

(Continued on page 10) 
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PION ee- 

cl.) ›.,t1-,  cl) q ,  ' 0 -0 CL) ' "0 .4, c , • r-' CI) 7) 0 F. -4-> 0 'p 0 0 -4, 04 E ci„, cc, ..., .,„ -ci o ..-. 4 cid -+-' CL) '.-"4 0 as  -     
 .... .,.., 9, o -R 'zi •-• a) cu o cl) cn L)  •c41),  o cn m 0  ,, -4' zii 6, -. .--, 4-> 0 4-' 0 .4_1 • g .--, ().) -0 o g  "CI as  M g:a to 6a) a)  7-,,s cu  ,; a)  -0 co '-' t) • 4̀  'm  '4 5. C") c) .5. .. 4 t . 8  co

CI)  ,..P..1 1:4C1);-' C1'  6  > - ' : „.,0  ,a• ) ,.9 ;`' : ' , > - , 5 -Ei 
e0     .. •7-.1 , ,,, no , CC ., 

,... -•- _,--. -4- -. -0 0., c..) a) cu,4-3.0o, t) o .-0 a'0.-g ..45.', ,,)o .)- a.) 4  -4. 
0 ,C) •—. , ,c, 0) 4, .0 „, X) 7:1 CD t).0 > .,..a • •4••' 0  ,--, 4-' 

b.0 4 ,11“Li  •,73 0 o -0 .,-. • ,.., 4-' prl ..-1 ,-0 Cl.) -4 -c) -Ict 1--. Ca Ci2cD •-•Ent:$ (/) 0 4, c ,I, p,..4 ,, ,.. En '0 En (5 . E w .) 0 ;, --, a.) .- cf) , 4.-' ca-  ÷.• 3 ,..o.,..do dc,-.0coco0.- .-. ,..0 . g 0 ,.._, ... ....7„jo ---, , ,--.. t,lico 
4  8 c o00 -- ' b-04-.• E ct • „ s- A , , , 'o 0 g s . c: s .0 .0 ;-' CD "ti  0 0- •,_ . ,z$ _ ,.._, •— •4_, -=:= ,i, •— -4-> .2 ,0  -4a' -5 c) ›:,- -; ,.., ,_.,-- a) cp cij  -,-., a, .-d ,•9 ,_,Q L-,  '-' ..x E g , v) , E-,  co `-' -_,5, Su, as P. 1140°00t2 3  g 0 cis - )--. a) a) . co ca-.), -c  -d F./..), ca ,,..,).•: ca  c  , a) o ,..1 0  ,. ÷) q0, Co ...-D 0. -, g -S -0 Cl) 8 "8 .- s:) .4 -0 T:),' -0 ,E7I 5 4  Cn .. " 4 r-. CU  -4-. • ,-, 4-> (/) 041-T4 

By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Plan Commission gave unanimous 
conceptual support for Mark Smith's proposed 
Prairie Park of Wheeling at the corner of Wolf Road 
and Milwaukee Avenue. 

Smith had to receive a concept approval from the 
commission before submitting final plans for the 
306-unit condominium development. .Commis-
soners had a few concerns with the plan, but they 
elieve the issues can be worked out before the plan 

s finalized. 
Traffic is a big concern. Norman Toberman, an en-

4ineer hired by Smith, reported the results of a traf-
fic study he performed at the commission's request. 
He said peak traffic in the morning is from 7 a.m. to 
8 a.m., when 933 cars travel along Wolf Road. In the 
afternoon peak hour of 4:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m., 1,358 
cars used Wolf Road near the development site. 

Toberman said the proposed development is going  

to be marketed to retirees and young professionals, 
similar to One Milwaukee Place. Toberman said. he 
took a traffic study there to give the Plan Commis-
sion an idea on the kind of traffic Prairie Park might 
generate. 

He said 35 cars left One Milwaukee Place during 
the peak morning hour of 8:15 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. His 
study showed the peak afternoon hour of 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m. had 28 cars leaving One Milwaukee Place. 

"One Milwaukee Place has about half the units as 
(Prairie Park)," Toberman said. "You can double 
those figures to get an idea." 

Toberman said the traffic light at the corner of.  
Wolf Road and Milwaukee Avenue provides ade-
quate gaps in traffic to allow Prairie Park traffic to 
move in and out of the development. 

Commissioner Stuart Shapiro said he hoped 
Smith could acquire some land behind the proposed 
development and somehow include Meadow Lane as 
a traffic outlet. 

"I'm concerned traffic needs to be funneled out,"  

he said. 
Smith argued traffic will increase regardless of 

what is built on the site. 
"You're going to have more traffic no matter what. 

It's part of our society," he said. "You have to take a 
disciplined approach. We think this is the least strin-
gent usage." 

Commissioner Ray Lang said Toberman's figures 
could represent higher counts than usual, consider-
ing the construction on Lake-Cook Road. He said he 

Aelieved the construction is keeping more cars on 
Milwaukee Avenue and spilling them onto Wolf 
Road. 

Commissioners also were concerned about inves-
tors buying units to rent out. They said they would 
prefer the units to be owner-occupied. Smith said he 
was considering allowing the-condominium associa-
tion to, make that determination. 

Commissioner Steve Boime said that provision 
could be written in the original declaration of the de-

(Continued on page 10) 
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8 injured after 
two vans collide 
BY RHONDA SCIARRA 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

'Eight people were injured — two 
seriously — after two vans crashed 
head on in Wheeling Tuesday 
morning. 

The white vans, one with one 
driver and another with seven 
people inside, collided about 7:45 
a.m. at the intersection of McHenry 
Road at Aptakisic Road. 

A 44-year-old woman from 
Chicago sitting directly behind the 
front seat as well as a female driver 
in the second van were taken to 
Advocate Lutheran General Hospi-
tal with serious injuries, Wheeling 
fire Battalion Chief Charles Gallant 
said. 

The other six people suffered 
minor injuries and were taken to 
area hospitals, he said. 

Police could not release addi-
tional information on the crash. 

Parts of McHenry and Aptakisic 
roads were shut down for hours, 
causing police to reroute traffic, 
authorities said. 

uspect in 
By Mitch Martin 
Special to the Tribune 

A man wanted in the 2000 
slaying of a Wheeling jewelry 
salesman has been arrested in 
Van Nuys, Calif., authorities 
said Monday. 

Los Angeles police arrested 
Manuel Murillo, 47, Friday on 
a first-degree murder warrant 
issued in Cook County. 

Murillo is suspected of 

ee ing 
shooting Vinod Mehta, 58, on 
Jan. 19, 2000, once in the chest 
in Mehta's driveway. 

Three other men have plead-
ed guilty in the fatal armed 
robbery. None of them was be-
lieved to have shot Mehta. 

Two of the men, Francisco 
Soliz, 63, and Jorge Castillo, 
33, pleaded guilty to first-de-
gree murder under an Illinois 
law that holds accomplices to 
a tnurder as responsible as the 

mg e 
killer. Both men received 20-
year prison sentences. A third 
man, Emilio Bolanos, 27, 
pleaded guilty to armed rob-
bery but has not been sen-
tenced. 

In a confession, Castillo 
stated that an accomplice 
known only as "Orlando" shot 
Mehta. A Wheeling Police De-
partment criminal complaint 
states that Murillo shot Meh-
ta. The complaint lists Orlan- 

in 
do Herrera as one of Murillo's 
six aliases. 

Cook County Assistant 
State's Atty. Steven Rosen-
blum said Wheeling police 
may have suspected Murillo 
was living in the Los Angeles 
area because he had lived 
there before. 

Murillo was in custody 
there Monday, Los Angeles po-
lice said. No date for an extra-
dition hearing has been set. 

-1.?_ttec‘:b /24 ruDte- 
Meeting clarification: About that 
meeting between Prospect Heights 
and Wheeling officials 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Rob Roy Country 
Club in Prospect Heights — you 
should know the town officials hope 
to keep things relatively private. 

They are required bylaw to hold an 
open meeting (a quorum will be pre-
sent for each town board). 

However, Prospect Heights Mayor 
Edward P. Rotchford said no attor-
neys and no city or village staff from 
the towns will be there, because 
Prospect Heights and Wheeling offi-
cials hope for a chance to speak freely 
to resolve their differences. 

Just in case you haven't kept up 
with current events, Prospect 
Heights aldermen think Wheeling 
trustees have been slighting the city 
when it comes to realizing benefits 
from Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 
Both towns share ownership of the 
facility. 

A chance for these officials to freely 
express their frustrations and get to 
the bottom of these issues should 
help residents by allowing Wheeling 
trustees and Prospect Heights alder-
men to concentrate on important 
matters rather than taking up time 
with protracted bickering. 

VI WALD cs130i0 

Muscular DystrophyAssociation, 
fire officials reported this week The 
Wheeling Firefighters Association 
passed the boot Aug. 23 at the inter-
sections of Dundee Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue and Wheeling 
and Hintz roads. Firefighters also 
took up positions at Wal-Mart, 1055 
Old McHenry Road, and received a 
$1,000 matching grant from the 
store. The grant brought the fund-
raising total to $12,169. 

Laxe 
111IDA fund arive success: 

Wheeling residents and motorists 
passing through the village earlier 
this month dug deep into their wal-
lets to help Wheeling firefighters 
raise more than $11,000 for the 
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Village approves 
FedEx building 

etc, a€. si 
Palwaukee open house set for Saturday 

The public is invited to Palwaukee Municipal Airport Sat-
urday for its annual open house, which will feature displays, 
demonstrations, food and soft drinks. 

There will be 15 airplanes on display ranging from antique 
Stearman biplanes to modern aircraft like Cessna, Beech and 
Piper models, as well as corporate jets and turboprops. 

A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter will demonstrate how it is 
used to assist downed aircraft. The Northwest Radio Club will 
also be there with various radio-controlled airplanes. 

Other participants will include the Palwaukee Airport Pi-
lot's Association, the Palwaukee Airport Community Engage-
ment Council and Women in Aviation. The Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights fire departments will also be on hand at the 
open house, as will flight school representatives. 

The main event will be held on the east side of the airport, 
closest to Milwaukee Avenue. Plenty of free parking will be 
available near the control tower and on the Wolf Road side of 
the airport. A shuttle will bring visitors from Wolf Road to the 
other side of the airport. The open house is free and will be 
held from 10 a.m.until 2 n.m. Aug. 24. 

PI G Nf -. etzt.s. - ‘3. I,  z_oc 

A FedEx facility will be built 
near Wolf and Palatine Roads. 

The plan was approved Mon-
day by the Village Board. 

FedEx Ground will construct 
a center for package collection 
and distribution to serve the 
northwest suburbs, said Wil-
liam F Connor, senior manager 
for real estate projects. 

FedEx runs its regional oper- 
ations from a facility in North- Ln2-fil.A") C12-14/ 12_ 6C Z- 

nor said. The new facility will An 18-year-old Wheeling woman was rescued Aug. 22 after This time, eshe drove her car into a creek near the intersection of Wolf -
and Hintz roads. 

Meghna Parekh was clearing the windshield of her 2003 • 
Toyota when she ended up in the creek just before 8 a.m. last ) est side Thursday. The creek was at high levels after heavy rains 
Wednesday night and Thursday. The creek carried the car 
nearly 100 yards downstream, said Wheeling police officer 
Preston Robertson. Rescue crews found Parekh clinging to e/. 

Last week's heavy rains created an 
unusual flooding situation in Wheel-
ing. 

While the village typically floods on 
the east side of 
town, the storms 
late last week cre-
ated problems on 
the west side. 

Anthony 
Stavros, the vil-
lage's acting 
assistant public 
works director, 
had a theory 
about that: "It all 
depends on direc-
tion of the water 
flow 

"The water from Arlington Heights 
and Buffalo Grove enters Wheeling at 
Buffalo Grove Road and Hintz, and 
this time the water was coining from 
that direction," he said. 

Streets in the Mallard Lake and 
Tahoe Village areas of Wheeling 
became impassable, and public 
works crews spent the night Thurs-
day pumping water from the basin at 
Lakeside to lower the water level on 
the streets and to provide more water 
storage in the basin. 

After all, the folks at the Woodland 
Creeks Apartments found out what 
happens when a basin fills. A build-
ing at the complex had to be 
evacuated when an underground 
garage flooded, posing a threat to the 
electrical system. 

The city's emergency operations 
center, used only every three to four 
years, became a base for firefighters, 
police and public works staff to meet 
and coordinate strategies for fighting 
the rising water. 

As officials met at 10 p.m. Thurs- ' 
day, their biggest fear was that the 
Des Plaines River would overrun its 
banks, preventing the Wheeling 
drainage ditch from draining. 

Public works staff thought it might 
be the first time the village had a 
chance to use the diversion channel 
it took 20 years to build. The channel 
is meant to divert water around the 
town in flood emergencies. 

However, "we didn't get any water in 
the diversion channel," Stavros said. 
"We're all looking forward to seeing 
how it works. But, of course, we don't 
sAmrtt •-11r. 

cause it needs more space, Con- 
, • brook but wants to move be- Woman rescued from flooded creek 

cover 107,000 square feet. 
Initially, the company will 

employ about 150 people in 
Wheeling. 

Construction is expected to 
begin this fall. 

John Maes 

s brunt the car door to keep from being washed further downstream. 
Wheeling Fire Battalion Chief Bob Leipzig said three pass- 

ers-by who tried to help the woman were prevented from  
doing so because the current was too strong. Parekh was storm pulled out of the water without any injuries. 
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Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 
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Muscular DystrophyAssociation, 
fire officials reported this week. The 
Wheeling Firefighters Association 
passed the boot Aug. 23 at the inter-
sections of Dundee Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue and Wheeling 
and Hintz roads. Firefighters also 
took up positions at Wal-Mart, 1055 
Old McHenry Road, and received a 
$1,000 matching grant from the 
store. The grant brought the fund-
raising total to $12,169. 

ker-it-o 
8 injured after 
two vans collide 

Manuel Murillo, 47, Friday on 
a first-degree murder warrant 

, issued in Cook County. 
I Murillo is suspected of  

33, pleaded guilty to first-de-
gree murder under an Illinois 
law that holds accomplices to 
a inurder as responsible as the  

Mehta. A Wheeling Police De-
partment criminal complaint 
states that Murillo shot Meh-
ta. The complaint lists Orlan- 

Murillo was in custody 
there Monday, Los Angeles po-
lice said. No date for an extra-
dition hearing has (leen set. 

BY RHONDA SCIARRA 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

-Eight people were injured — two 
seriously — after two vans crashed 
head on in Wheeling 'Tuesday 
morning. 

The white vans, one with one 
driver and another with seven 
people inside, collided about 7:45 
a.m. at the intersection of McHenry 
Road at Aptakisic Road. 

A 44-year-old woman from 
Chicago sitting directly behind the 
front seat as well as a female driver 
in the second van were taken to 
Advocate Lutheran General Hospi-
tal with serious injuries, Wheeling 
fire Battalion Chief Charles Gallant 
said. 

The other six people suffered 
minor injuries and were taken to 
area hospitals, he said. 

Police could not release addi-
tional information on the crash. 

Parts of McHenry and Aptakisic 
roads were shut down for hours, 
causing police to reroute traffic, 
authorities said. 

et 1_11   
fund drive a success: 

Wheeling residents and motorists 
passing through the village earlier 
this month dug deep into their wal-
lets to help Wheeling firefighters 
raise more than $11,000 for the 
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Village approves 
FedEx building 

A FedEx facility will be built 
near Wolf and Palatine Roads. 

The plan was approved Mon-
day by the Village Board. 

FedEx Ground will construct 
a center for package collection 
and distribution to serve the 
northwest suburbs, said Wil-
liam F. Connor, senior manager 
for real estate projects. 

FedEx runs its regional oper-
ations from a facility in North-
brook but wants to move be-
cause it needs more space, Con-
nor said. The new facility will 
cover 107,000 square feet. 

Initially, the company will 
employ about 150 people in 
Wheeling. 

Construction is expected to 
begin this fall. 

Pio si azjzs-1>c:2- 
Palwaukee open house set for Saturday 

The public is invited to Palwaukee Municipal Airport Sat-
urday for its annual open house, which will feature displays, 
demonstrations, food and soft drinks. 

There will be 15 airplanes on display ranging from antique 
Stearman biplanes to modern aircraft like Cessna, Beech and 
Piper models, as well as corporate jets and turboprops. 

A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter will demonstrate how it is 
used to assist downed aircraft. The Northwest Radio Club will 
also be there with various radio-controlled airplanes. 

Other participants will include the Palwaukee Airport Pi-
lot's Association, the Palwaukee Airport Community Engage-
ment Council and Women in Aviation. The Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights fire departments will also be on hand at the 
open house, as will flight school representatives. 

The main event will be held on the east side of the airport, 
closest to Milwaukee Avenue. Plenty of free parking will be 
available near the control tower and on the Wolf Road side of 
the airport. A shuttle will bring visitors from Wolf Road to the 
other side of the airport. The open house is free and will be 
held from 10 a.m. until 2 n.m. Auc. 24. 

PI 6 N)C cc( eat-ss - 2_002_ 
relEnti) C12-14,12_45eZ- Woman rescued from flooded creek 
rh• she drove her car into a creek near the intersection of Wolf • 

An 18-year-old Wheeling woman was rescued Aug. 22 after time  
• 

t 
and Hintz roads. 

• 

Meghna Parekh was clearing the windshield of her 2003 
Toyota when she ended up in the creek just before 8 a.m. last 'est side • 
Thursday. The creek was at high levels after heavy rains 
Wednesday night and Thursday. The creek carried the car 
nearly 100 yards downstream, said Wheeling police officer
Preston Robertson. Rescue crews found Parekh clinging to ets brunt . 

the car door to keep from being washed further downstream. 
Wheeling Fire Battalion Chief Bob Leipzig said three pass- 

ers-by who tried to help the woman were prevented from 
doing so because the current was too strong. Parekh was storm pulled out of the water without any injuries. 
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Meeting clarification: About that 
meeting between Prospect Heights 
and Wheeling officials 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Rob Roy Country 
Club in Prospect Heights — you 
should know the town officials hope 
to keep things relatively private. 

They are required by law to hold an 
open meeting (a quorum will be pre-
sent for each town board). 

However, Prospect Heights Mayor 
Edward P. Rotchford said no attor-
neys and no city or village staff from 
the towns will be there, because 
Prospect Heights and Wheeling offi-
cials hope for a chance to speak freely 
to resolve their differences. 

Just in case you haven't kept up 
with current events, Prospect 
Heights aldermen think Wheeling 
trustees have been slighting the city 
when it comes to realizing benefits 
from Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 
Both towns share ownership of the 
facility. 

A chance for these officials to freely 
express their frustrations and get to 
the bottom of these issues should 
help residents by allowing Wheeling 
trustees and Prospect Heights alder-
men to concentrate on important 
matters rather than taking up time 
with protracted bickering. 

John Maes 

last week's heavy rains created an 
unusual flooding situation in Wheel-
ing. 

While the village typically floods on 
the east side of 
town, the storms 
late last week cre-
ated problems on 
the west side. 

Anthony 
Stavros, the vil-
lage's acting 
assistant public 
works director, 
had a theory 
about that "It all 
depends on direc-
tion of the water 
flow. 

"The water from Arlington Heights 
and Buffalo Grove enters Wheeling at 
Buffalo Grove Road and Hintz, and 
this time the water was coming from 
that direction," he said. 

Streets in the Mallard Lake and 
Tahoe Village areas of Wheeling 
became impassable, and public 
works crews spent the night Thurs-
daypumping water from the basin at 
Lakeside to lower the water level on 
the streets and to provide more water 
storage in the basin. 

After all, the folks at the Woodland 
Creeks Apartments found out what 
happens when a basin fills. A build-
ing at the complex had to be 
evacuated when an underground 
garage flooded, posing a threat to the 
electrical system. 

The city's emergency operations 
center, used only every three to four 
years, became a base for firefighters, 
police and public works staff to meet 
and coordinate strategies for fighting 
the rising water. 

As officials met at 10 p.m. Thurs-
day, their biggest fear was that the 
Des Plaines River would overrun its 
banks, preventing the Wheeling 
drainage ditch from draining. 

Public works staff thought it might 
be the first time the village had a 
chance to use the diversion channel 
it took 20 years to build. The channel 
is meant to divert water around the 
town in flood emergencies. 

However, "we didn't get anywater in 
the diversion channel," Stavros said. 
"We're all looking forward to seeing 
how it works. But, of course, we don't 
want anything bad to happen." 

When it was all over, we hope 
Wheeling's public works staff had a 
well-deserved weekend of rest. 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 
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Proposed TIF district 
The Wheeling Village Board 
could vote as early as Sept. 
9 to amend the village's 
comprehensive plan to allow 
for commercial and residential 
development along the 
northern Milwaukee Avenue 
corridor. New developments 
are proposed for the western 
side of Milwaukee at Wolf 
Road and the eastern side 
south of Lake-Cook Road. 
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Neighboring towns to work 
Home Uenvery: 1421-43.30 

01. 
Need a back issue: 427-4733  

Classified/want ads: 427-404; 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling and Prospect Heights offi-
cials will meet later this month to try to 
mend the deepening rift separating 
the two towns on Palwaukee airport 
issues. 

Prospect Heights for months has 
been calling for the meeting, accusing 
Wheeling leaders of intentionally 
undermining efforts to ensure Pal-
waukee Municipal Airport benefits  

both towns. Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights share ownership of the airport 
through an intergovernmental agree-
ment, but have repeatedly butt heads 
over airport efforts to build new T-
shaped hangars for private planes and 
efforts to bring a new plane mainte-
nance company to Palwaukee. 

Some Prospect Heights aldermen 
say Wheeling trustees keep "stabbing 
them in the back," prompting a meet-
ing Aug. 28 they expect to become a 
"free for all" to allow both sides to learn  

what has motivated their recent deci-
sions. 

•Wheeling initially wouldn't approve 
a budget item to pay for installation of 
a water main on the Prospect Heights 
side of the airport for fire sprinklers 
required to build newT-hangars. 

• Prospect Heights refused to let 
Wheeling annex pockets of unincor-
porated Cook County along the airport 
unless the water main was approved. 

• Wheeling approved the water 
main, but then approved a sublease to  

wantads@dailyherald.com  

Display ads: 427-4624; 

sales@dailyherald.com  

Main switchboard: 427-4300. 

Missing paper? 
Call by 9 a.m., 

( 427-4333. 

d  News tips 
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'Training  pays off in pool rescue 

Richard Bajjaheh/Pioneer Press 

Derek Karcz helped save a 9-year-old boy's life after he was found face-down in the pool at the 
Wheeling Aquatic . Center July 9. Both he and lifeguard Max Vilchik received the Life Saving 
Award from the vilidge for their actions that afternoon. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Lifeguard Max Vilchik's 
first rescue is not one he will 
soon forget. 

Vilchik, an 18-year-old first-
year lifeguard at the Wheeling 
Aquatic Center, had to put his 
instincts and training to the 
test July 9 when te pulled 
9-year-old Andrew ha out of 
the pool. Cha was floating 
face-down, unconscious, when 
he was found. As Vilchik was 
assessing Cha's vital signs, 
Pool Manager Derek Karcz 
rushed over and began rescue 
breathing on the child. 

Both young men received 
the Life Saving Award from 
the Village Board for rescuing 
Cha, a Korean visitor who. was 
at the center with a summer 
camp group. 

"He was swimming in the 
water to my left," Vilchik ex-
plained. "At first, I didn't see 
him. When I looked over, I 
said, 'Oh my God, he's not 
moving,' so I jumped right in 
and got him out." 

Karcz, 22, was in the guard 
house at the time. The air 
horns went off, he said, as 
they do when a serious situa-
tion arises at the center. Karcz  

said he rushed aver to find 
Cha on the ground uncon-
scious, vomitting and not 
breathing. 

"He had a pulse, so we 
didn't have to do CPR," Karcz 
said. "There was a problem 
clearing his airway. But we 
got it all cleared and I began 
the rescue breathing se-
quence." 

After a few sequences, 
Cha's eyes opened and he 
began crying. 

"That's a good sign," Karcz 
said. "It means that he's 
breathing." 

Vilchik said he was relieved 
after hearing the boy cry. 

"I felt so much better," he 
said. "I think everyone had 
that sense of relief." 

After Cha regained con- 

sciousness, the paramedics ar-
rived and took him to the hos-
pital. 

Vilchik said he sees chil-
dren safely floating in the 
water all the time, but it was 
his training that made him 
recognize Cha was in trouble. 
He said he noticed foam 
around the boys face, a clear 
sign of trouble. He fell back 
on his training to fish the boy  

out. 
"The guards train really 

hard," Karcz said. "There's a 
lot of repetition in the train-
ing, so the response is auto-
matic. It's emotional to see 
something like that, But no-
body panicked. You can't 
panic. You have between 200 
and 300 people here at any 
time. You just have to clear 
the area and make sure no-
body else gets in and starts 
drowning." 

Vilchik and a few other 
guards who were on duty that 
day took a few days off after 
the rescue. Karcz said the 
Wheeling Park District pro-
vides support and counseling 
to guards who want it after 
such an incident. 

Karcz said such an incident 
makes all the guards more 
aware and more attentive at 
their jobs. Most of the guards 
are between the ages of 15 and 
18, he said. 

"They mature pretty 
quickly," he said. 

Vilchik said the rescue 
changed his perspective of the 
job. 

"I thought it was going be 
fun in the sun, you know? I 
was going to work on my tan 
and be outdoors," he said. "I 
was wrong." 
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Village wants one good plan 
Two builders need to find common ground on proposal 

• By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Although two developers 
have rights to build on two ad-
jacent lots near the corner of 
Milwaukee Avenu and Lake-
Cook Road, the Wheeling Vil-
lage Board wants them to 
work together on a single de-
velopment. 

Tantillo Homes, which has 
been trying to build a condo-
minium development across 
from the intersection of Wolf 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue 
for nearly a year, is being 
asked to work with Smith 
Family Construction, which 
recently obtained develop-
ment rights for the Wedge-
wood Riding Center. 

The Village Board has re-
peatedly announced its desire 
to create one "spectacular" de-
velopment at the intersection 
of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Lake-Cook Road. Board mem-
bers have said they want to 
create a gateway into the vil-
lage there, one of the most vis-
ible spots in the village. 

The single development 
would encompass the riding  

immediate south and the 
Wonder Bread facility. The 
Village Board wants to see a 
mixed commercial and resi-
dential development there. 

Both developers showed 
preliminary concepts for the 
site at a meeting last week. 
Both included condominium 
buildings anywhere between 
six and 13 stories high along 
with commercial develop-
ment. The main difference be-
tween the two plans is that 
Smith included commercial 
space on the bottom floors of 
the condominium buildings, 
while the Tantillo plan had 
two commercial buildings set 
off to the northern side of the 
site. 

Both plans showed a main 
entrance that lined up with 
the Wolf Road traffic light. 
Both developers also at-
tempted to develop the site as 
a community within itself. 

Even though the two devel-
opers have rights to develop 
on different properties, the 
Village Board will not accept 
anything but a uniform, cohe-
sive development. 

"You've got to start playing 
together and get coordinated,"  

the two developers. "There's a 
lot of good things on the table, 
and you need to get them to-
gether." 

Mark Smith of Smith Fam-
ily Construction said he will 
not be able to develop the 
Wedgewood property for 
nearly two years under the 
contract agreement so that 
Wedgewood owners can relo-
cate. 

Anthony Tantillo of Tantillo 
Homes said he already owns 
the vacant lot and the Wonder 
Bread property and does not 
want construction held up be-
cause of Smith's contract. He 
said he has already spent a lot 
of money on design costs and 
purchasing and wants to re-
coup those funds. 

"We're willing to work to-
gether," Tantillo said. "We 
have 7.8, 7.9 acres and we're 
ready to go now. Residential 
with this kind of density is 
going to make the commercial 
worth more." 

Smith said he, too, is willing 
to work with Tantillo to create 
a worthwhile development. 

"I don't want to hold up 
(Tantillo's plan)," Smith said. 
"But I want what's best for 

Source: Village of Wheeling 

In the eyes of the Village 
Board, the developers have 
only one option, and that is to 
work together. With a new tax 
increment financing district 
getting closer to a reality in 
that area, the board made it 
clear the village will condemn 
the land and bid it out to an-
other developer if the two can-
not put a plan together. 

"You guys are fortunate, be-
cause we could TIF it and con-
demn it," Trustee Dean Argi-
ris said of the site. "Don't 
mess it up. If you do, this 

Pioneer Press / chc 

Village Planner Jeff Harris 
said there can be advantages 
and disadvantages to having 
more than one developer work 
on a single project. He said 
having more developers 
means more ideas could be 
generated with more than one 
person looking at the project. 

However, he also said it 
could take more time to get 
the project completed. 

"There are complications in 
getting multiple minds to 
agree," he said. "It could take 
longer, because it's more in-
volved and there are m 



gation, and it's time for the people 
impacted to benefit in some way for 
the extreme burden our airport has 
placed on our communities. 

Warren Sunde 
Prospect Heights 

m
s... t ,3);-. .

0
6 .91  .i.,) 9 ''S '''' .., cta„ 1 .5,,i  .E . t a.)

,,,, L
.)
._ 

 an
_z 

 : .....,„ 0, O
cz 

 ›, • m
›. 

 C:
, 
 =, >, 'Fs' I% a) 17.. :. ›., ›,., ca cs., u c..) .,...,0 •,-, ..ez  -;-, • c., Cn Cf,  .4 cn cn ---. Cr •-• 

.,. ... > - s.., o) w --•- - - 
8 '-' `6,' a) *E '-' •0  .0 ...) '-‘„ 'czt -cs 493 '.'„,- , ,%) '4 .p 

'15 T.1 8 -4  ics4  '.7,'z  .
c
.
) 
 g t 5, c), ow  , , ,    + . ,F_ , - s, 1 ! : : 7,,,, -0 8 as .$.0. 2,  o .S' E t a) m ca ,a 'ct .   'as  6e s.-. cu 0 5..-.,4 1).g c,se  

ga as c) ., .6' 0, .., -,- 1̀)  cDC:1' 0 E • a) a) E, Z : E-,  :E. E ..--' 4 4-,  0 C.) cvs  g2,c1 
, -- .,?.. -i- .--., &a ...1 0 ... E  .4 a) ›:., - <7.) •^. 0.) CD a)  

WC")  CC9 t ,t 7:1 :'-'>' P.:,„ 1 -,,, ' cr - lc , . > g ' 6-  4 E a  4 ''a.) a' 
caca o  'V 4 ' .4... E-15 S 3 , , .., . ii .0- » I-J 0 

4 g cs 
Eon  

"As far as developing goals, 
objectives and policies, that's 
more a debate for the vision of 
the TIF," she said. "Right 
now, we're just looking at 
kinds of (land) uses." 

The village has been look-
ing to establish a TIF district 
in the area for some time. 
Amending the comprehensive 
plan is one step in getting it 
established. Village President 
Greg Klatecki said establish-
ing the TIF district will help 
improve Milwaukee Avenue 
as a whole. 

"We're looking at making 
Milwaukee Avenue look 
good," he said. "There are lots 
that don't belong there." 

Klatecki said possible con-
tamination of some parcels 
along Lake-Cook Road could 
be cleaned up with the use of 

• Village 
icm1ece Pea 

Continued from page 5 

poses. the TIF dollars. TIF funds can 
also be used for utility and 
other infrastructure improve-
ments. The TIF money is 
generated from bonds issued 
by the village. The bonds are 
paid off through revenues 
generated from increased 
property taxes. 

Smith could use TIF dollars 
for Prairie Park because of 
soil conditions that will force 
him to build the condomin-
ium buildings on pilings, 
which drastically increases 
the costs of construction. The 
pilings are necessary because 
a wetland was covered with 
poor soil when Simmerling 
Fence was built. Harris said 
TIF dollars can only be used 
for infrastructure improve-
ments or demolishing existing 
buildings. They cannot be 
used to defray the costs of 
constructing the actual build-
ings. 
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Where does all the money from the PalwatAkee Airport go? 
Cite Sf- 'S 

Wheeling finds new village manager 
To the editor: With over 18,000 

people impacted by Palwaukee jet 
noise and all the air pollution by 
these jets, Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights as co-owners should benefit 
financially in some way from the air-
port users. So it was fantastic to see in 
today's Daily Herald that our "airport 
purports to deliver a $37.5 million 
direct economic return to the com-
munity each year." What the Citizens 
for Airport Safety and Environment 
(CASE) would like to know is what 
community is our airport talking 
about? It certainly can't be the towns 
of Prospect Heights and Wheeling, as 
both towns are struggling financially. 

We know from the intergovern-
mental agreement that by state and 
federal law, all airport generated rev-
enues must be returned to 
Palwaukee Airport for airport use. 
Any sales taxes have been reported as 

Neighbor Fencepost 
Contact us at (847) 427-4580 
or neighborlet@dailyherald.com  

so minuscule that neither town has 
been able to identify exactly how 
much is coming from our airport. 
CASE has said repeatedly through the 
years that what the two co-owners 
spend on police and fire protection 
for the airport and attorney fees to 
review airport matters, far exceed 
anything that we receive from Pal-
waukee. To date, this has not been 
challenged and there doesn't appear 
to be any documentation from both 
towns. 

So it's time for a careful accounting. 
What is going on? Where is this 
$37.5 million? It's time for an investi- 

The Wheeling Village Board was expected to 
appoint Wallace Douthwaite as village man-
ager at Tuesday night's meeting. 

Douthwaite, who most recently served as 
city manager in Springboro, Ohio, has 27 years 
experience in local government administra-
tion. He has served as the chief executive for 
Greenacres City, Fla.; Gresham, Ore.; Moline, 
Ill.; and in Des Plaines. He has a bachelor's de-
gree in public administration from Miami Uni-
versity, and a master's degree in public admin-
istration froni the University of Kansas. 

"We believe that we have found a city man-
ager who will work closely with the Village 
Board to see Wheeling achieve its true poten-
tial," said Village President Greg Klatecki.  

"Wally's experience in economic development 
and ability to lead the municipal organization 
is exactly what we need at this time in Wheel-
ing." 

Douthwaite, according to a statement issued 
by the village, has experience with downtown 
redevelopment, tax increment financing and 
adaptive reuse of land in order to maximize a 
city's tax base. He has been extensively in-
volved in successful economic development 
projects in Springboro, Moline, Gresham and 
Des Plaines, according to the statement. 

Douthwaite fills the position that became va-
cant in February when Craig Anderson, Wheel-
ing's village manager for. more than 13 years, 
was fired. 

Villa! ;e zeroing in on Lake-Co • e4,7 ew 0 oa- 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Officials are considering changing the zoning of 
properties on the northern edge of the village to 
pave the way for future development. 

The Wheeling Plan Commission is recommending 
the Village Board approve an amendment to the vil-
lage's comprehensive plan in order to establish a 
new tax increment financing district near Milwau-
kee Avenue and Lake-Cook Road. 

The new TIF district would extend west to Wolf 
Road and south to about Mayer Avenue. Village 
planner Jeff Harr said the comprehensive plan 
must conform tow at will be developed in the TIF 
district before it is established. Villages create TIF 
districts as a way to fund new projects and redevelop 
older properties. 

The existing comprehensive plan calls for office/ 
research uses in that area. Two developers, Mark 
Smith of Smith Family Construction, and Anthony 
Tantillo of Tantillo Homes, are looking to build con-
dominiums, which is prompting the change in the 
comprehensive plan. The new use for the area will 
be for commercial and residential development. 

Harris said that although the village is working on 
a complete overhaul of the comprehensive plan, the 
amendment is being drafted separately because of 
the TIF issue. 

Jeanne Linwall of Camiros helped draft the 
amendment. Camiros is working with village offi-
cials on the comprehensive plan overhaul. 

"This is the best and most appropriate use for the 
(property)," Linwall said, "especially for the TIF." 

Camiros consultants Linwall and Bill James pre-
sented the land-use changes for the area in July. 

ok, Milwaukee 
e tC)i\:1 CL PAZ ES - v1-2 

They also suggested the village look to build a hotel 
and resort at the intersection of Lake-Cook Road 
and Milwaukee Avenue where the Wedgewood Rid-
ing Center is located. 

Tantillo and Smith pitched a proposal to the Vil-
lage Board Aug. 19 for a development they plan to 
work on together - Smith using the Wedgewood 
property and Tantillo using the vacant lot and Won-
der Bread store immediately to the south. 

Smith also is working on Prairie Park of Wheeling, 
a 306-unit condominium development slated to be 
built on the Simmerling Fence property along Wolf 
Road, which is included in the proposed TIF district. 

Plan commissioners Stuart Shapiro and Ray Lang 
asked why the comprehensive plan amendment only 
showed land-use changes for a few parcels. Linwall 
explained it was strictly for TIF establishment pur- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Richard Bajjalieh/Pioneer Press 

Derek Karcz helped save a 9-year-old boy's life after he was found face-down in the pool at the 
Wheeling Aquatic . Center July 9. Both he and lifeguard Max Vilchik received the Life Saving 
Award from the vilfgge for their actions that afternoon. 
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Neighboring towns to work out airport problemli  
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling and Prospect Heights offi-
cials will meet later this month to try to 
mend the deepening rift separating 
the two towns on Palwaukee airport 
issues. 

Prospect Heights for months has 
been calling for the meeting, accusing 
Wheeling leaders of intentionally 
undermining efforts to ensure Pal-
waukee Municipal Airport benefits  

both towns. Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights share ownership of the airport 
through an intergovernmental agree-
ment, but have repeatedly butt heads 
over airport efforts to build new T-
shaped hangars for private planes and 
efforts to bring a new plane mainte-
nance company to Palwaukee. 

Some Prospect Heights aldermen 
say Wheeling trustees keep "stabbing 
them in the back," prompting a meet-
ing Aug. 28 they expect to become a 
"free for all" to allow both sides to learn  

what has motivated their recent deci-
sions. 

•Wheelinginitiallywouldn't approve 
a budget item to pay for installation of 
a water main on the Prospect Heights 
side of the airport for fire sprinklers 
required to build new T-hangars. 

• Prospect Heights refused to let 
Wheeling annex pockets of unincor-
porated Cook County along the airport 
unless the water main was approved. 

• Wheeling approved the water 
main, but then approved a sublease to  

allow the new Palwaukee Service 
Center to repair and sell aircraft at the 
airport, except out of a hangar on the 
Prospect Heights side of the airport. 

• Prospect Heights accusedWheeling 
of trying to prevent new sales taxes from 
benefiting the city. Aldermen again 
decided to hold off on letting Wheeling 
annex land along Wolf Road Estates —
land for which Wheeling said it already 
provides police and other service. 

"These are the things that we need 
to talk about," Wheeling Village Presi- 

dent Greg Klatecki said. "It's tit for tat 
and we're not solving any issues. When 
you create problems with a joint ven-
ture like this in the airport, the airport 
is not moving forward." 

The airport purports to deliver a 
$37.5 million direct economic return 
to the community each year. 

The meeting at 7 p.m. Aug. 28 at the 
Rob Roy Country Club will have no 
attorneys and no city or village staff 
from either town, as officials hope to 
speak privately about their differences. 

I

t  Training pays off in pool rescue 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Lifeguard Max Vilchik's 
first rescue is not one he will 
soon forget. 

Vilchik, an 18-year-old first-
year lifeguard at the Wheeling 
Aquatic Center, had to put his 
instincts and training to the 
test July 9 when le pulled 
9-year-old Andrew ha out of 
the pool. Cha was floating 
face-down, unconscious, when 
he was found. As Vilchik was 
assessing Cha's vital signs, 
Pool Manager Derek Karcz 
rushed over and began rescue 
breathing on the child. 

Both young men received 
the Life Saving Award from 
the Village Board for rescuing 
Cha, a Korean visitor who, was 
at the center with a summer 
camp group. 

"He was swimming in the 
water to my left," Vilchik ex-
plained. "At first, I didn't see 
him. When I looked over, I 
said, 'Oh my God, he's not 
moving,' so I jumped right in 
and got him out." 

Karcz, 22, was in the guard 
house at the time. The air 
horns went off, he said, as 
they do when a serious situa-
tion arises at the center. Karcz  

said he rushed Over to find 
Cha on the ground uncon-
scious, vomitting and not 
breathing. 

"He had a pulse, so we 
didn't have to do CPR," Karcz 
said. "There was a problem 
clearing his airway. But we 
got it all cleared and I began 
the rescue breathing se-
quence." 

After a few sequences, 
Cha's eyes opened and he 
began crying. 

"That's a good sign," Karcz 
said. "It means that he's 
breathing." 

Vilchik said he was relieved 
after hearing the boy cry. 

"I felt so much better," he 
said. "I think everyone had 
that sense of relief." 

After Cha regained con- 

sciousness, the paramedics ar-
rived and took him to the hos-
pital. 

Vilchik said he sees chil-
dren safely floating in the 
water all the time, but it was 
his training that made him 
recognize Cha was in trouble. 
He said he noticed foam 
around the boys face, a clear 
sign of trouble. He fell back 
on his training to fish the boy  

out. 
"The guards train really 

hard," Karcz said. "There's a 
lot of repetition in the train-
ing, so the response is auto-
matic. It's emotional to see 
something like that, But no-
body panicked. You can't 
panic. You have between 200 
and 300 people here at any 
time. You just have to clear 
the area and make sure no-
body else gets in and starts 
drowning." 

Vilchik and a few other 
guards who were on duty that 
day took a few days off after 
the rescue. Karcz said the 
Wheeling Park District pro-
vides support and counseling 
to guards who want it after 
such an incident. 

Karcz said such an incident 
makes all the guards more 
aware and snore attentive at 
their jobs. Most of the guards 
are between the ages of 15 and 
18, he said. 

"They mature pretty 
quickly," he said. 

Vilchik said the rescue 
changed his perspective of the 
job. 

"I thought it was going be 
fun in the sun, you know? I 
was going to work on my tan 
and be outdoors," he said. "I 
was wrong." 
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Village wants one good plan 
Two builders need to find common ground on proposal 

By CASEY MOFFITT immediate south and the 
Wonder Bread facility. The 
Village Board wants to see a 

Although two developers mixed commercial and resi- 
‘,-1. 'oi s fiVntiO cle"fd'Y'"^ts•-s*  
Siuo uado 'clotisvom agl pualle of paimbaa st uotlanstall 

•Attect titaata v teuotlestnaidurt asnoq-ut maid 

BEN tutor utxaom gguarrna st pue luatutrtultalua umtpos 
mort 'amata papunoiD 1.114m pautiojiad suq pue otpea oleo 

TAD ut smaic xts luads ags •satchuSio Achiduri pue Jaw au, 
aaueiCouuv atu, `XlID puoaas aqj, le paute4 suq tmws 

.g T •iclas Smaqtri aqqnd 
stteay uetpui aqi w piaci dOITSVOM e W LMULIS ratiwaH 
11.10.13 weal IN aDUELI3 alp OARL1 tltm Jai:ea-tl reuonesinoadtut 
lnoqe aJoul guluaeat tit palsaaalut swapnis tootps 

dogs porn noJcitul logo ol kieiqn 

•spod  
la Somali!' ,suoiwziuRio aaglo glim Jamied ic.ream aql cliaq 
ittm punoa-naiC amourroq ato .txtuurt.1 ptPs 'uogepuno; alp  

the two developers. "There's a 
lot of good things on the table, 
and you need to get them to-
gether." 
Pitt) -ibru.yo/ 

:SNOLLEIIIIDSWIS 00Z6-9817 (LS 8) 
czoo9 -ma!nuaio 

anuanv 33r1 'A I Oa 
- 31,1 siachNisthatsl;a3uom.  

Ag agHS171111c1 

68 SIEIOdS Z4 I:1311019 30110d 6L SIN31/120VON3 

84 NVIA111119 A01:1VIAI OZ )123M 31-1.1 IV )133d Ea SNOISI13A1C1 

01-9 31/1111M0H9 11- NOINIdO 0E9 OHOMSS01:10 

Z Z 3N309 100HOS E4 9311:1V11119 0 40 say 031AISSV10 

t71- 3NOSSVS invd LI. S3OVIAll 08 Sal-39010 sndliNIVO 

98 91:19dSNVI:11 Alld3dOdd SL C100J Es AEIVE1911 91-11 IV 

rarrrirrirxrri 

STAFF WRITER 

T.-, T1, T 1lT , 'Y1nT TT TA WWI., TTT AA co rns ‘TrOTTP'l A T TPrT 

sn TW3 
eojnos leooi  .1 no),  
ssaud uaallota 



A day for healing, remembering 
Pi oh eer 
day 

ess 094100a, 
Ceremonies mark year 
since terrorist at -̀Nnks 
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STAFF WR. R 

Whee g resit ants gath-
.ed wi friends and neigh-

bors in simple candlelight 
-remc j in frot of Village 

B .11 Sept. U 
to reflect on 
the tragic 
events of a 
year ago. 

A similar 
ceremony was 
held nearly a 
year to the 

day, while the images of the 
terror'ist attacks were still 
fresh. Those who attended 
were shocked, confused and 
grief-stricken. 

On Sept. 11, 2002, they 
came waving American flags, 
and some wore T-shirts and 
sweatshirts with the logos of 
the New York City fire and po-
lice departments. No one had 
forgotten what had happened 
a year ago that day, but they 
were stronger and more hope-
ful for the future. 

The evening featured the 
unmistakable voice of Wayne 
Messmer singing "The Star-
Spangled Banner" and "God 
Bless America." 

Messmer sang 'le national 
anthem early in tl ceremony. 
Many mouthed t 2 words to 
themselves, but no one dared 
to try sing over Messmer's 
booming voice. He wrapped 
up the ceremony singing 
"God Bless America," inviting 
the whole crowd to join him. 
Most everyone did and raised 
their lit candles in the air 
while they sang. 

Messmer also talked about 
his own memories of the day 
of the attacks. He was sched-
uled to speak at the senior 
center in Park Ridge that day. 
None of the seniors there were 
aware of what had happened 
that morning, as the television 
was turned off and there was 
no radio. 

"The director pulled me 
aside and said 'You have to 

Jim Atwood/For Pioneer Press 

Wayne Messmer sings the 
"Star-Spangled Banner" at 
the Sept. 11 reflections cere-
mony at Wheeling Village Hall. 

tell them,' " Messmer said. "A 
polite visit had turned into an 
interesting moment, as I was 
going to give them the worst 
possible news." 

Messmer quoted George 
Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln about the human sac-
rifices that are needed in 
order to live in a free society. 
After the ceremony, Messmer 
greeted residents who at-
tended the service and signed 
autographs. 

Other speakers at the cere-
mony included Wheeling po-
lice and fire department chap-
lains Keith Plummer and Don 
Medernach. 

Plummer said tragedy pro-
vides the backdrop for coura-
geous acts. He spoke about 
Secret Service agents who  

stepped in front of President 
Ronald Reagan when he was 
shot in Marcia 1981. 

"They acted as they did be-
cause 'of the kind of people 
they were — people of cour-
age," Plummer said. 

Plummer then said those 
same people of courage can be 
found on the streets of Wheel-
ing in its police officers. 

"They never know what 
awaits them during a routine 
traffic stop or a domestic vio-
lence call or when they serve a 
warrant," he said. "They show 
their courage every day." 

Medernach spoke about the 
village's firefighters, who, he 
said, always respond unself-
ishly to every call. 

"Firefighters respond with 
intense focus in saving a 
burning building or saving an 
injured person, and never 
think if that person is good 
enough," he said. "To Chief 
(Keith) Maclssac and the rest 
of the Wheeling firefighters, I 
pray and wish for many safe  

years of service ahead." 
The Wheeling Knights of 

Columbus served as the cere-
mony's color guard. Trustee 
Judy Abruscato acted as the 
master of ceremonies. 

Other messages of hope 
were shared at St. Mary Cath-
olic Church last week, when 
the community came together 
in a ceremony to honor their 
children and to commit to 
their well-being. Local offi-
cials joined clergy and Catho-
lic educators in reminding St. 
Mary students not only about 
the pains of Sept. 11 but about 
their place in a changing 
world. 

"Children were often anx-
ious and not feeling very safe 
last year," said St. Mary 
School Principal Gary Campi-
one. "We wanted them to 
know we will take care of each 
other and we will protect 
them; that there is hope in 
this world." 

The students' confidence in 
that message was evident as 

Jim Atwood/For Pioneer Press 

they helped sing songs with 
smiles on their faces and as 
the St. Mary School band 
members tapped their feet as 
they played "America the 
Beautiful" and "The Star-
Spangled Banner." 

Dan Dowd, St. Mary's 
eighth-grade Student Council 
president, said he and his fel-
low students have found one 
year later that their school 
played a major role in dealing 
with the effects of the attacks. 
He said last week's ceremony 
reaffirmed that commitment. 

"We are very united as a 
school. It is great for all of us 
to come together," the 
14-year-old youth said. "That 
is what really helped us 
through Sept. 11." 

And does he think that his 
school and his community are 
trying to keep him and his 
classmates safe? 

"Yes," Dowd said. "I feel 
safe." 

The children of St. Mary 
(Continued on page 14) 

Wheeling Fire Lt. Pat Trunda (left), firefighter/paramedic Chris Riley, who is holding 
12-month-old Masona, and Riley's wife, Jennifer, listen to speakers at the Sept. 11 reflection 
ceremony. 

• Healing Continued from page 5 

played a central role in the 
ceremony, which was titled "A 
Day of Reflection and Re-
membrance." They led the 
gathering in song. They pre-
sented the colors. They led the 
national anthem, and they 
placed flowers in a basket 
under the glimmer of two 
small candles held by two of 
their peers. 

They heard inspirational  

messages from village leaders 
and clergy, including a call to 
never give in to those who 
prefer violence over civil dis-
course and compromise. 

"No matter our age, old or 
young. No matter our race. We 
must hold on to hope," said 
the Rev. Richard Oliver of 
Kingswood United Methodist 
Church. "We must hold on to 
peace." 

And not everyone in 1$artlett is 
rushing to take their children out of 
the game. 

"I have been involved with the 
league for seven years," said Bartlett 
resident Mary Beth Belcher, "and I 
have seen girls play that are as good 
or better than the boys. 

"It shouldn't be that after taking 
one step forward, they should now 
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Messmer to lead services 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The voice known for singing about the 
"home of the brave" will make a special ap-
pearance at a Sept. 11 remembrance ceremony 
scheduled for Wednesday in Wheeling. 

Wayne Messmer, who is well-known for sing-
ing "The Star-Spangled Banner" and "God • 
Bless America" at many sports venues in Chi-
cago, said he was immediately interested in 
coming to Wheeling after Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato called him with the invitation. 

"I knew on Sept. 11 there were going to be 
celebrations of all sorts," he said. "I had left 
my evening void, not that I was actively 
searching for something. Wheeling thought of 
me and called, and I told them that I would be 
interested." 

Abruscato said the idea to call Messmer hit 
her while she was watching him singing on 
television. 

"I was ecstatic to get him," she said. "What a 
way to give reflection and remembrance to 9/ 
11." 

The theme of the evening will be "Reflec-
tions." Abruscato said it made more sense to 
her to reflect upon both the events of Sept. 11 
and on the public servants who protect the 
public every day. 

Aside from singing "God Bless America" 
and "America the Beautiful," Messmer is 
scheduled to give some remarks that evening. 
He said he will be using many historical quotes 
he recited while he narrated with the Illinois 
Philharmonic Orchestra earlier this year in a 
piece called "Liberty for All." 

"I've always said the next best thing to being 
clever is to quote others who are," he said. 
"The words really fell in my lap." 

Messmer said h._ lans to use quotes from 
John F. Kennedy, George Washington and Pat-
rick Henry, to name a few. He said the events 
of Sept. 11 affected different people in differ-
ent ways, and he hopes to reflect that in his re-
marks. 

Abruscato said the service also will include a 
tribute to wheeling firefighters, police officers 
and paramedics. Police chaplains Keith Plum-
mer of Our Savior Free Church and Don Me-
dernach of Abundant Life Worship Center in 
Arlington Heights also will make remarks. 

The public is invited to attend the ceremony, 
which will be held at 8 p.m. Wednesday in front 
of Village Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road. Candles 
will be provided by the village. 

Other ceremonies will be held that day, as 
well, including one at Addolorata Villa. 

Addolorata spokeswoman Beverly Kennedy 
said the residents gathered to organize an 
event to commemorate the tragic events that 
will include a display of gratitude for public 
servants. 

Firefighters, police officers and paramedics 
have been invited to attend the day's events, 
which include a morning Mass and a flag-rais-
ing ceremony to follow. Residents and staff 
who served in the military will lead the proces-
sion to the flagpole, Kennedy said. 

"(The residents) feel very strongly about 
this," Kennedy said. "We never really think 
about how this event affects people who have 
seen 80 to 85 years of tragedy in this country. 
They're very passionate about this." 

Kennedy said the residents, many of whom 
have relied on the help of firefighters and para-
medics, ak. 'anted to express how grateful 
they are to their public servants. 

"It's an emotional package," Kennedy said. 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Wheeling hires 
ex-Des Plaines 
city manager 

Judy Abruscato lead the 
group in "America the Beautiful" during a vigil held last year 
on Sept. 25. The village will host another ceremony Wednes-
day to remember Sept. 11. 

• Messmer Continued from page 7 
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"This cuts through. Not just rather than looking at our 
9/11, but a day-to-day relation- daily survival," she said. 
ship with their public ser- 
vants." 

Rhoda Wehner (left) and Trustee 

Christensen said the attacks 
made people ask a lot of ques-
tions about the world around 
them and about themselves. 
She said she thought it would 
be helpful to some to think 
about their direction and what 
they might want to change. 

"Since 9/11 a lot of people 
have been re-evaluating their 
lives," Christensen said. "It 
impacted so many of us and 
made a lot of us ask, 'Who 
knows what tomorrow will 
bring?' " 

The discussion will be held 
at the Pavilion at 1 p.m. Sept. 
11 and is open to all seniors. 

The Pavilion Senior Center 
also will host a group discus-
sion allowing local seniors to 
talk about how the attacks af-
fected them. 

The discussion will be led 
by Pavilion Director Nancy 
Janssen, social worker Jan 
Christensen and bereavement 
counselor Gert Trudy. Jan-
ssen said the goal is to get par-
ticipants to find a way to 
make positive changes from 
the events. 

"The idea is to take a look 
at our own lives and the peo-
ple we love, and make priori-
ties in the grand scheme, 

%4•1 zar- 
Open house offers fingerprinting: 
Horizons Children's Academy in 
Wheeling wants parents to take 
advantage of the opportunity to let 
Wheeling police fingerprint their 
children at an open house the acad-
emy is hosting today. Other events 
at the back to school open house 
include face-painting, storytelling, 
aWheeling fire department fire 
truck set up for children to explore 
and classroom tours. Horizons is a 
Wheeling Township and United 
Way agency and is set up to provide 
school for children 6 weeks to 12 
years old. The open house is 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Horizons, 3316 Schoen-
beck Road, Wheeling. 

%,..Af o 
Wheeling checks for seat belts: 
The Wheeling Police Department 
will check vehicles today to see if 
riders are complying with seat-belt 
laws. An "enforcement zone" will be 
set up from 4 to 7 p.m. at an undis-
closed location. Drivers entering 
the zone will have to drive slowly 
enough for police to see if they're 
wearing seat belts. Those who aren't 
will be stopped and ticketed. 

BY CORRIE CUTRER 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Village officials in Wheeling 
wanted someone firm and aggressive 
to lead the city toward further eco-
nomic growth. Now they're hoping 
that the seven months they spent 
searching for a new village manager 
is going to pay off. 

Wheeling trustees announced this 
week the appointment of Wallace 
"Wally" Douthwaite, 48, as the new 
village manager. He will be paid 
$124,000 a year. 

The selection of Douthwaite sig-
nals the end of a lengthy search to 
replace formerVillage Manager Craig 
Anderson, who was dismissed in 
February. Trustees blamed Anderson 
for stagnant development and a lack 
of strong leadership skills. 

Since Anderson left, filling even the 
interim position for village manager 
became a juggling act for trustees. 

Former Assistant Village Manager 
James Grabowski agreed to take over 
but left four months later to manage 
the village of Minooka in Will County 
Public Works Director Guy Kolberg 
was then named to the spot and has 
occupied the position since early 
June. 

The city manager of Des Plaines 
until two years ago, Douthwaite was 
dismissed from his most recent job 
about five months ago as city man-
ager for the town •)1 Springboro, 
Ohio. 

"We had a controversy surround-
ing the appointment of a new police 
chief," Douthwaite said. 

Douthwaite explained that he 
withheld from the council back-
ground information about a 
candidate that did not seem perti-
nent to the police job. 

Although the council agreed on the 
irrelevance of the information in 
theory, they were upset about the 
way Douthwaite handled the issue. 
"The council asked me to resign," 
Douthwaite said. "I had no choice 
but to leave." 

He had only worked in Ohio for a 
little more than a year.  

waite's dismissal did not tarnish his 
record in their eyes. The situation 
surrounding the prospective Ohio 
police chief had to do with personal, 
family issues that had occurred six 
years prior to the council's discovery 

"I've got no problem with this guy," 
Trustee Pat Horcher said of Douth-
waite. "He was judged too harshly for 
what he did." 

It was actually Douthwaite's expe-
rience as city manager in Des Plaines 
for the eight years preceding his 
move to Ohio that helped to land him 
the job, Horcher said. 

Throughout his tenure there, 
Douthwaite was involved in several 
initiatives to develop areas of Des 
Plaines into tax increment financing 
districts. 

Wheeling Village President Greg 
Klatecki said he is planning on 
Douthwaite jumping into a similar 
situation when he begins his job 
Sept. 16. 

Klatecki said he would like to see 
the area at Lake-Cook Road and Mil-
waukee Avenue be made a -tax 
increment financing district. 

And Trustee Trevor Lehmann said 
he also wants the downtown area 
near the train station to undergo ren-
ovation. 

"He will have to hit the ground 
rurming, not walking," Lehmann 
said. 

Added Klatecki, "We're looking for 
a village manager who will take the 
lead and direct us." 

A licensed aviation pilot, Dottth' 
waite said he also anticipttes 
helping address issues surrounding 
growth at Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port, shared by Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights. 

Aside from focusing on these spe-
cific issues, Horcher said he hopes 
Douthwaite will be a leader who 
takes charge and stands his ground. 

"The main thing I want this guy to 
do is make sure everybody else is 
doing their job," Horcher said. "The 
style that I've seen of him is that he'll 
listen, but then he'll make a decision 
and that's they way it is. 

"He's goinR to make everybody toe 

q p_s - i-te-11-Rup 
Homes evacuated over gas leak: 
Construction crews ruptured a gas 
line in Wheeling Tuesday night, 
forcing the evacuation of nearby 
houses and sending a natural gas 
odor as far as Buffalo Grove, author-
ities said. Firefighters responded 
about 5:05 p.m. to the area of West 
Wayne Place and North Dennis 
Road, said Wheeling fire Battalion 
Chief Robert Leipzig. A contractor 
replacing sewers along Wayne Place 
struck a two-inch gas line in the 
neighborhood. About 10 homes 
had to be evacuated before the 
almost five-hour ordeal ended, he 
said. People were allowed back in 
their houses late Tuesday, but most 
people had made arrangements to 
stay with family, he said. There were 
no injuries, but the smell of the leak 
was detected as far away as Buffalo 
Grove. "We were getting calls from 
the next block to miles away," 
Leipzig said. 



BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Rescue planners in Wheeling real-
ize that police and firefighters would 
be too busy to help all of Wheeling's 
residents if a catastrophe ever hit 

• town. 
When the fiercest tornado to rip 

through northern Illinois in two 
decades touched down in Plainfield 
in 1990, almost 500 homeowners 
were left searching fora place to sleep 
and to mend their rattled nerves. 

Four years earlier, the Des Plaines 
River charged its banks, leaving 

e Links 
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Red Cross training opportunities 

15,000 people searching for a hot 
meal and dry clothes while police and 
emergencyworkers were busy piling 
sandbags and paramedics tended to 
the injured. 

With such catastrophes in mind, 
Wheeling decided two years ago to 

take advantage of a seldom-used 
American Red Cross training initia-
tive to help residents displaced by 
disasters. 

Now, the village has the distinction 
of being the first in the Northwest 
suburbs to have a team of volunteers 
complete training for an emergency 
first-response unit, Red Cross officials 
said. 

After Sept. 11, the potential value of 
the first-responder program grew for 
many communities, but Wheeling's 
Community Assistance Relief Effort 
had ahead start. 

"The advantage is, if something 

• PIO N k POSS.-ct IS/2402, t-t toLA1-0-ci12._*2_ 
eeflection of 9/11 Wheeling takes lead in training volunteers for disasters 

A "Reflections" Candlelight 

were to happen in Wheeling, with 
them having individuals trained, I 
don't have to pull volunteers from 
Elgin," said Elsie Serrano, disaster 
specialist with the Greater Chicago 
Chapter American Red Cross out of 
Arlington Heights. "If we were to have 
some kind of mass casualty, obviously 
our resources would be a bit slim." 

It could take up to four hours to 
organize Red Cross workers from 
Waukegan to Joliet to help people in a 
local emergency, like a hazardous 
materials spill, officials said. A wide- 

See TRAINING on PAGE 4 

- 17-17:-10 
llraining: Wheeling looking for Spanish-speaking volunteers 

Continued from Rage 1 

Providing a first response 

What: The Greater Chicago Chapter American Red Cross offers communities 
training for volunteers and emergency management staff to provide emergency 
shelter for residents displaced by disasters. 

Who: Wheeling, Palatine and Glenview are the first North and Northwest 
suburban towns to use Red Cross training to form first-response teams for shelter 
relief. Other towns include Naperville, Evergreen Park and Schiller Park. 

How: To learn more about bringing the program to your community, call the 
Greater Chicago Chapter of the American Red Cross at (312) 729-6100. 

Red Cross Training Coordinator 
Doug Overmyer. 

Naperville, Evergreen Park on 
Chicago's southwestern border, 
Schiller Park southeast of O'Hare 
International Airport, Palos Park and 
about six other towns in that area put 
their emergency management team 
through the training, but Wheeling is 
one of few to rely so heavily on vol-
unteers to help disaster victims. 

"Wheeling was the first one," Ser-
rano said. 

For most towns, the Red Cross 
continues to use "shelter trailers" 

equipped with cots, blankets, non-
perishable snacks and other supplies 
the agency can drop off during an 
emergency, Overmyer said. 

The benefit of first-response train-
ing, though, is that local residents are 
closer to the scene of emergencies 
and have a greater stake in making 
sure their communities are sheltered 
and safe, officials said. 
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Service is scheduled for 8p.m. 
Wednesday at Village Hall, 
255 W. Dundee Road. 
Wheeling Village President 
Greg Klatecki and the Board ' 
of Trustees invite the' 
community to the candlelight 
service to commemorate the 
2001 attacks on our nation. 
Focusing on the theme of 
"Reflections,". the service will 
honor those who died. The 
village of Wheeling will 
provide candles. 

The posting of colors by the 
color guard from Philip 
Carpenter Amvets Post 66 will 
follow the 8 p.m. opening 
remarks. Wayne Messmer, a 
noted Chicago sports and 
radio personality known as 
the "voice" of the national 
anthem for various local 
sporting events, will be the 
featured singer and presenter. 
If you have ever heard him 
sing the national anthem, you 
will agree that he is right up 
there with Kate Smith when 
he sings "God Bless 
Ainerica." 

Police chaplains Keith 
Plummer, pastor of Our 
Saviour Free Church, and Don 
Medenach of Abundant Life 
Worship Center in Arlington 
Heights, will provide a tribute 
to Wheeling firefighters/ 
paramedics and police 
officers. There will be a silent 
remembrance and then 
Messmer will close the 
ceremony with "America the 
Beautiful." 

Personal schedules may not 
allow for each neighbor to 
attend the candlelight service, 
but perhaps you can have 
your own moment of 
reflection sometime during 
the day Or evening of Sept. 11. 
We will be together in that 
spirit as a nation. God bless 
America! 

creig 

spread disaster could tie up crews for 
up to two days. 

SaidWheeling's Safe Communities 
Coordinator Thomas Pilewski, 
"There might be tornadoes, or a 
hazmat spill, or a gas main leak 
where you might have to evacuate a 
portion of the community to put 
them somewhere if for no other 
reason than to give them a place to 
find a relative or people they can stay 
with. 

"So instead of having that three- or 
four-hour delay when -something 
happens, we have that first 
response," Pilewski said. 

The Greater Chicago Chapter of 
the Red Cross has offered the mass-
care training to towns for about 15 
years. 

Yet less than a dozen of the 170 
communities the chapter serves in a 
seven-county area have taken advan-
tage of it, Red Cross officials said. 

"We trained ,Naperville several 
years ago, but we don't have specific 
outreach so it's not something that a 
lot of them might know about," said 
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pub for several years that 
became a favorite village 
gathering place for young and 
old. 

After Gordon's death at the 
relatively young age of 67, the 
family gradually sold the 
stores and Dolly began her 
more active period of 
volunteerism. Her principal 
\work has been with senior 
citizens. She is chairwoman of 
Wheeling's Senior Citizen 
Commission and very 
involved in the activities at 
the Senior Center on First 
Street, where she is a member 
of the Senior Pavilion 
Advisory Board. For 12 years, 
she has enjoyed singing in the 
center's choral group, the 

111 

Dolly said she likes to be in the 
middle of things, and she 

intends to keep it that way. 

111 

Editor's Note: The 
Community Heroes 
column is writeen by Paul 
Safyan, a member of 
Wheeling's Human Rights 
Commission. The Human 
Rights Commission seeks 
to recognize that 
individuals from many 
backgrounds enable 
Wheeling to appreciate its 
past and shape its future. 

By PAUL SAFYAN 

D
oily Hein is a 
dynamo. An 
83-year-old dynamo. 
A double amputee 

dynamo. 
How can this be? 
Hein believes fervently that 

you can do something about 
"anything that you want to do, 
if you set your mind to it." 
And then she proves it. 

A Wheeling resident for 
almost 50 years, Hein is one of 
the pioneers who first settled 
in the Dunhurst subdivision. 
She moved here from rural 
Ironwood in Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula with her husband 
and three children and 
immediately took to the 
"small-town-near-a big-city 
life," as she calls it. The 
family moved to Wheeling in 
order to care for her 
husband's mother, who was in 
failing health. 

Gordon Hein soon opened a 
Mobil service station on the 
site of what is now the Hoyne 
Savings 
Bank. It 
became a 
community 
hub, a place 
for service 
and for 
exchanging 
the latest 
news. He 
often helped 
members of the growing 
business community get their 
cars or bikes going in the 
morning. Dolly was involved, 
too. 

After eight years, Gordon 
realized he could have more 
independence and a less 
physically taxing job in his 
own business so he started 
what eventually became a 
small chain of auto parts 
stores. The first two were 
within the village of Wheeling 
— the first on what became 
the site of the old Union Hotel 
and is now a fashionable 
condominium complex. 
Subsequently, the couple 
opened stores in Mundelein, 
Northbrook and Buffalo 

COMMUNITY 
HEROES 

Dolly Hein 

Grove. Dolly was involved in 
general office work and in 
sales in all of the stores, but 
especially the ones in 
Wheeling. 

She enjoyed the 
partnership with her husband 
both in and outside of the 
business. Two of the three 
Hein children have also been 
involved in the business. As 
they began to sell the auto 
parts stores to "slow the pace 
a little," the couple operated a 

Pavillionaires. Dolly also is 
the president of the local 
chapter of AARP, which has 
about 80 members. 

For many years, Dolly has 
been active in the work of the 
Wheeling Historical Society, 
holding a number of offices. 
She is serving as treasurer 
now. She has participated in 
both documentation and 
restoration activities. Dolly 
feels strongly that the last 50 
years of the village's history is 
unique in this nation, and that 
more current citizens should 
learn that these events must 
be preserved and cherished. 

Still, Dolly remains just as 
interested in the present. She 
regularly attends meetings of 
both the village Plan 
Commission and its Village 
Board. One of the members of 
the Plan Commission said 
Dolly knows as much and 
cares as much about Wheeling 
as anyone he has ever met in 
his many years as a resident. 
He greatly values her intellect 
and judgment, particularly 
when it comes to assessing 
people. 

As a member of the Citizens 
Advisory Committee to the 
Wheeling Park District Board, 
Dolly was a strong advocate 
for cultural activities, 
including theater, dance and 
art. She still would like to see 
a cultural center become part 
of Wheeling's long-term plans. 

When the park district 
sought to build the new 
Aquatic Center and more 
recently the modern 
Community Recreation 
Center, Dolly was out front on 
both referenda. She was active 
in convincing scores of 
people, especially seniors, how 
these facilities would add to 
the quality of life in Wheeling. 

She talked with great joy 
about attending the 2002 
Wheeling High School 
graduation ceremony. Her 
strongest impression was of 
how richly diverse the 
graduating class was and how 
people of all ethnic 
backgrounds — nearly 90 
percent of the class — were 
going on to some form of 

(Continued on page 78) 
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Continued from page 17 

higher education. She said she learns a great 
deal from young people and wants to continue 
to do so. 

How does a person who voluntarily gave up 
driving a number of years ago manage all this 
and continue to look for more? She has three 
"great" friends, and her son Bill, who 
transports her where she needs to go. 
Sometimes they ask her before she has a 
chance to ask them. 

"I believe in angels," Dolly said. 
Dolly said she likes to be in the middle of  

things, and she intends to keep it that way. 
Keeping things moving. She is as sharp 
intellectually as anyone half her age, and she 
has a great knowledge of the village and how it 
works. 

There is nothing retiring about her. You 
sense a great energy and sense of purpose 
about her. Aside from her family's business, 
she has made the village of Wheeling's 
betterment her life's work, and there doesn't 
seem to be any reason why she won't continu 
to do so for some time to come. 

ptc Nec Petss -cttslzoo2 

Hello, Dolly: It's so nice 
to have you in Wheeling 

Seniors can get 
help with the Net 

Hey, volunteers are still 
welcome to get trained as 
teachers for the SeniorNet 
program. You can learn more 
about that by contacting the 
Wheeling Pavilion Senior 
Center at (847) 459-2670. This 
contact is also good for getting 
on the mailing list for class 
offerings and schedule 
information due out in 
December for the January 
2003 classes. 

Once you get comfortable 
with the workings of the 
computer, you will be ready to 
drop an e-mail to this 
neighbor to say "hi!" I will 
surely be looking forward to 
hearing how easy it was to get 
started. 
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Planner says 
bike paths needed 

The village should consider 
creating a bicycle path network, 
trustees were told this week. 

Aside from the bikeways on 
Park District property, Wheel-
ing lags behind neighboring 
suburbs, said Steven Boime, a 
Wheeling plan commissioner. 

As part of a comprehensive 
plan being developed, officials 
should include bikeways and 
designate certain streets as bi-. 
cycle routes, he said. Extensive 
stretches of utility company 
rights of way could be used for 
paths, Boime said. 

John Maes 

G reetings, Neighbor. 

SeniorNet is 
almost here. 
Registration is 

scheduled for 8:30 a.m. until 
11:30 a.m. Sept. 14 at the 
Wheeling Pavilion Senior 
Center, 199 N. First Street. 
The doors will open at 8:15 
a.m. The purpose of 
SeniorNet, a nonprofit 
organization, is to provide 
older adults with education 
for and access to computers 
and the Internet to enhance 
their lives and enable them to 
share their knowledge and 
wisdom with others. 

Classes will be held twice a 
week for an hour each day. 
Morning and afternoon 
classes will be offered Monday 
through Friday with one 
morning class on Saturday 
with schedules to be provided. 
Evening classes are being 
considered based on the 
availability of volunteers to 
teach the classes. 

Computer fundamentals, 
introduction to computers and 
word processing are the 
classes to be offered this first 
session in a joint agreement 
between the village of 
Wheeling and the Palatine 
Township Senior Citizens 
Council's Senior-Net program. 
Computer fundamentals will 
meet two hours per week for 
four weeks beginning the 
week of Sept. 23. Introduction 
to computers and word 
processing will each be eight-
week classes. The second 
session of SeniorNet begins 
on Jan. 20, with additional 
course selections. 

Now is the time for all 
interested adults age 50 and 
over to learn the basics of the 
computer world. Registration 
in SeniorNet requires a $40 
annual fee for membership in 
the national program and the 
local cost for the class. 
Computer fundamentals has a 
$35 fee. Word processing and 
introduction to computers are 
each $45. Membership at the 
Pavilion Senior Center is 
optional and residency in 
Wheeling is not required. So 
you can join with a friend 
from another community. 

elONfle R eke.% - is/zoc2- 
Board approves FedEx building 

The Wheeling Village Board gave its unanimous approval 
to Federal Express Ground to build a new distribution facility 
on Wolf Road. 

FedEx Ground will build a new 107,000-square-foot build-
ing on Wolf Road, just south of Palatine Road. FedEx will be 
moving into the new facility from its current Northbrook 
building. 

The new facility will mainly have delivery vans driving in 
and out of it during the day. About 50 vans will be added to 
the already congested Wolf Road, but most of that traffic will 
be during off-peak hours. The facility also will have tractor-
trailer trucks coming and going, mainly at night. 

FedEx still needs to get its signs approved before construc-
tion can begin. 

FedEx officials said the distribution center will bring 147 
full-time jobs to Wheeling immediately and projected a total 
of 263 part-time, full-time and contracted jobs will be there in 
10 years. 

The new building will be built on a vacant 11.75-acre lot 
just south of the Commercial Cam building. FedEx officials 
said the center will move ground packages only, and there 
are no plans to use Palwaukee Municipal Airport as part of its 
operations. 



It could be official on Oct. 11 —
Wheeling could have a new eatery to 
replace Crawdaddy Bayou Cajun 
Restaurant. 

Representatives for Pete Miller's 
Steakhouse have 
received a 
thumbs up from 
the Wheeling Plan 
Commission to 
transform the 
shuttered Craw-
daddy Bayou at 
412 Wheeling 
Road into a Pete 
Miller's. 

If village 
trustees give their 
OK, Crawdaddy's 
funky lobster will 

be replaced by Peter Miller's trade-
mark scrawl. The new restaurant will 
be painted beige, maroon and green. 

Pete Miller's would offer a blend of 
cigars, jazz music, a billiards room, 
and indoor and outdoor seating for 
407 people who enjoy fresh seafood 
and aged steaks. 

Pete Miller's is operated by The 
Clean Plate Club Restaurant Group, 
which owns several Evanston-area 
restaurants. 

Representatives for Pete Miller's 
told plan commissioners they plan to 
close on the purchase of the former 
Crawdaddy Bayou building Oct. 11 
with hopes of reopening the restau-
rant's doors in April. 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 

PILO I OS BY GILBE RI' R. BOUCIII. R II/DAILY III RN! I) 

Divers and paramedics from several suburban fire departments search Bode Lake South for 19-year-old Luis 
Cerna of Stone Park. Divers found him Sunday after searching for an hour. Cerna later died at St. Alexius Medical 
Center. 

0o102- 
Teenager dies in lake accident 
Victim had gone for a 

swim at forest preserve 

BY JON DAVIS 

Daily Herald Staff Miter 

A Sunday morning swim in a 
Northwest suburban forest preserve 
turned deadly for a 19-year-old Stone 
Park man. 

Luis Cerna of Stone Park was pro-
nounced dead at St. Alexius Medical 
Center in Hoffman Estates at 1:25 
p.m., about an hour after he was 
pulled from Bode Lake South in the 
Poplar Creek Forest Preserve. 

An autopsy at the Cook County 
medical examiner's office is sched-
uled for this morning. 

Cema was at Poplar Creek with 
two friends and apparently decided 
to swim despite the presence of sev-
eral "no swimming" signs, said Steve 
Mayberry, spokesman for the Forest 
Preserve District of Cook County 
Police. 

"He began to have some trouble in 
the water, and a second friend (Raul 
Cabral, 19, of Franklin Park) went 
into the water to assist him," May-
berry said. 

Cabral's attempt was unsuccessful, 
and a nearby fisherman, Chuck 
Chase of Streamwood, called Hoff-
man Estates police, Mayberry said. 

Battalion Chief Mike Kelly of the 
Hoffman Estates Fire Department 
said that call was logged at 11:10 a.m., 
and firefighters were on the scene 
five minutes later. 

Cema's body was found 50 feet 
from shore and 12 feet underwater. 

Cema was "viable" when pulled 
from the water, Kelly said. Para-
medics, including those from a Flight 
for Life team, gave him advanced life 
support in the ambulance and at the 
hospital, he added. 

Hoffman Estates Fire Department 
divers were helped by divers from the 
Arlington Heights, Palatine, Palatine 
Rural Fire Protection District, Rolling 
Meadows, Schaumburg and Wheel- 
ing fire departments. 
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Police to host child seat inspection 
The Wheeling Police Department will be hosting a child 

passenger safety seat inspection in the parking lot of Sam's 
Club Saturday. 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, four of five safety seats are incorrectly installed. At 
the inspection, parents can drive through for a free inspec-
tion and fitting by a NHTSA certified child seat technician. 
Technicians will check for proper fit of the seat to the child 
and advise parents of any recalls on seats. No appointment is 
necessary. 

Wheeling police officer Dorann Swanson, who is also a cer-
tified seat technician instructor, said technicians will also be 
able to answer questions regarding the appropriate weight 
and age to move children from one type of seat to another. 
She said it is the department's hope the inspection will in-
crease awareness for the use of booster seats for children as 
they outgrow convertible seats but are still too small for seat 
belts. Swanson said an improperly fitting seat belt is just as 
dangerous as an improperly fitted child safety seat. 

The inspection will be held from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Sam's 
Club, 1055 McHenry Road. The event is being funded by the 
Wheeling Safe Communities Program with a grant from the 
Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic 
Safety. 
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Police to to host child seat inspection 
The Wheeling Police Department will be hosting a child 

passenger safety seat inspection in the parking lot of Sam's 
Club Saturday. 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, four of five safety seats are incorrectly installed. At 
the inspection, parents can drive through for a free inspec-
tion and fitting by a NHTSA certified child seat technician. 
Technicians will check for proper fit of the seat to the child 
and advise parents of any recalls on seats. No appointment is 
necessary. 

Wheeling police officer Dorann Swanson, who is also a cer-
tified seat technician instructor, said technicians will also be 
able to answer questions regarding the appropriate weight 
and age to move children from one type of seat to another. 
She said it is the department's hope the inspection will in-
crease awareness for the use of booster seats for children as 
they outgrow convertible seats but are still too small for seat 
belts. Swanson said an improperly fitting seat belt is just as 
dangerous as an improperly fitted child safety seat. 

The inspection will be held from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Sam's 
Club, 1055 McHenry Road. The event is being funded by the 
Wheeling Safe Communities Program with a grant from the 
Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic 
Safety. 
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Steakhouse 
just might 
replace former 
Cajun eatery 



hryri Scott/Pioneer Press 

A gazebo sits on the top of what will be a waterfall when crews finish up construction on 
Friendship Park at the intersection of Dundee Road and Milwaukee Avenue. The park is ex-
pected to be ready in about two weeks. 

Traffic lanes along Dundee Road are closed while crews from Plote Construction resurface the 
road in an Illinois Department of Transportation project. Work is expected to continue through 
October. 

Park ma finally open next month 
7-) 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

After years of discussions 
and revisions, a at the in- 
tersection of Dundee Road 
and Milwaukee Avenue is 
scheduled to open in about 
two weeks. 

Claus Dunkelberg, a repre-
sentative with Harding ESE, 
the Chicago firm handling the 
project, said he believes the 
park will be completed by Oct. 
4 or Oct. 11. He said crews still 
have some stone work to fin-
ish on the site, as well as 
about two-thirds of the land-
scaping. 

"We're pushing as hard as 
we can," he said. "It's like 
building a giant puzzle." 

The park will encompass 
the northeast and northwest 
corners of the intersection. 
The northeast corner is the 
larger of the areas and in-
cludes a gazebo perched 
above two water falls and 
most of the landscaping. The 
smaller area across the street, 
in front of Walgreens, will in- 

dude a fountain with a pool 
and stone benches built into a 
stone wall surrounding the 
area. 

Construction of the park 
was put on a fast track last No-
vember, when Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann brought in a design 
that board members over-
whelmingly preferred to the 
scrapped Millennium Plaza. 

The goal at that time was to 
open the park by the Fourth 
of July. However, four under-
ground oil tanks were found 
below the ground on the 
northeast corner, creating a 
delay as construction crews 
had to work with the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency to make sure the soil 
was not contaminated and to 
remove the tanks. A gas sta-
tion used to sit on that corner. 

After the environmental is-
sues were cleared up, crews 
have been working vigorously 
to finish the project. 

Lehmann said the village is 
planning a grand opening cer-
emony for the park when it is 
finished. He said he hopes it's  

done by Oct. 4, but he 
wouldn't mind waiting until 
the 11th. 

"I want it 100 percent done, 
even if it takes an extra 
week," he said. "And I want 
both corners done." 

The village is spending 
$1.56 million on the new park. 
The money is coming from a 
tax increment financing dis-
trict fund. The village also re-
ceived a $50,000 grant for the 
project. 

The cost is about 19 percent 
higher than what was origi-
nally anticipated to be spent, 
but an expanding size of the 
park and removal of the oil 
tanks increased the costs 
since January. 

Motorists continue to switch lanes 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

It might be a wise idea to 
avoid Dundee a during 
rush hour, but east Lake- 
:ook Ro id has two lanes open 
n each ( irection. 

Two of Wheeling's major 
east-west arteries are being 
worked on. But with a little 
coordination between the Illi-
nois Department of Transpor-
tation and the Cook County 
Highway Department, the im-
pact on traffic is not as bad as 
it could be. 

Cook County Highway De-
partment crews have been 
working to repair and widen 
the railroad bridge on Lake-
Cook Road just west of the 
Northgate Parkway intersec-
tion since spring. Two lanes of 
traffic were opened in each di-
rection just last month as 
crews continue to work on the 
final phases of the project, 
said Matt Vitner, resident en-
gineer for the Cook County 
Highway Department. 

"It's pretty academic at this 
point, as long as it doesn't 
turn into a rainy season," he 
said. "Right now we're mov-
ing from step A to B to C. It's 
all falling into place." 

Vitner said crews should  

have all six lanes cor-1 ' 
by the end of Octob,  
two new lanes of t. will 
not open however, until No-
vembei lit:- sidewalks and 
the median are built and new 
landscaping is installed, 
Vitner said. 

As soon as four lanes of traf-
fic were open on Lake-Cook 
Road, crews hired by IDOT 
began closing off one lane of 
traffic in each direction on 
Dundee Road. IDOT has been 
resurfacing Dundee Road all 
the way from state Route 53 to 
Waukegan Road. IDOT resi-
dent engineer Yousef Al-
hamed said the section be-
tween Buffalo Grove Road 
and Milwaukee Avenue where 
crews are currently working is 
the last phase of the project. 
He said crews waited to work 
in Wheeling until Lake-Cook 
Road could handle more traf-
fic. 

"I'm glad we waited," Al-
hamed said. "It made it easier 
for the motoring public." 

Alhamed said crews have 
been working steadily 
throughout the entire project, 
and that he does not foresee 
any problems with the work in 
Wheeling. He said crews are 
working long hours to make 
sure the project is done by 
Nov. 1. 

Heavy traffic and the mess 
created by the work has af-
fected some businesses along 
Dundee Road. Tim Chun, of 
Wheeling Flowers, said busi-
ness has slowed since the 
crews arrived. 

"If it's hard to get in, they'll 
just pass by," he said of poten-
tial customers. 

Chun said he was aware the  

work was coming, and the 
shop had prepared for a slow 
down in business. He said he 
hopes it isn't too painful. 

"It depends how things 
shape up out there," he said. 

Henry Schneider, the man-
ager of the Ace Hardware on 
Dundee Road, said he has 
seen fewer customers, too, 
and he expects it to get worse.  

Some have said it is difficult 
getting from the street into 
the Ace parking lot. 

"It's going to hurt us when 
they come back (in front of 
the store)," he said. 

Mike Bastone, manager of 
B&L Liquors, said business 
has not slowed much yet. 
However, he is expecting a 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Wheeling's new village manager takes reins during time of imminent ( 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A relentless journey toward change this 
year has brought Wheeling to a fork in the 
road — one that sets out two paths for the 
village's future. 

More than holding the title of Wheel-
ing's new village 'manager, Wallace 
"Wally" Douthwaite has become the one 
man entrusted with the task of helping 

decide which road to take. 
Douthwaite, most recently the city 

manager in Springboro, Ohio, began his 
job this week armed with 27 years of 
experience in city government and rede-
velopment — and with a job description 
to lead Wheeling's 229 employees. 

Yet he brings that leadership to a town 
at a crossroads. 

A group of Wheeling trustees has been 
staging an aggressive push the past eight 

months to make the village a place where 
families can walk along freshly laid side-
walks on the way to manicured parks. 

The board's four independent busi-
nessmen say residents should be able to 
gather in a town center to shop, enjoy 
evening entertainment and share a sense 
of community. 

Wheeling shouldn't be. a place where 
families buy starter homes, only to look 
forward to the day when they'll move to a 

bigger, brighter town with a more upscale 
image, they say. 

The group of trustees, some of who 
have referred to themselves as "the new 
regime," has come to view economic 
development as the village's primary 
weapon in a campaign against medioc-
rity 

"I think the difference is that some of us 
are younger and have this exuberance 
and this energy that we want to move for- 

ward and get 
things off the 
Lehmann said. 

"Wheeling ha 
ilies and they vu 
"They want to 
want to have 
sidewalks and st 
walk to go shopj 

Wallace 
Douthwaite 

Change: Trustee doesn't want 
• village to do too much at once 

Continued from live 1 

that says they can't have that." 
Lehmann spoke in a recent inter-

view before Douthwaite was 
appointed the new village manager. 

In recent months, trustees have 
split over proposals for installing 
street lights on Route 83, burying 
unsightly utility lines, erecting fenc-
ing to beautify streets like Dundee 
Road, making widespread annexa-
tions and hiring outside legal 
council to help with an aggressive 
redevelopment push. 

The issues at times have raised 
the question of power struggles on 
the village board and spawned 
debates about trustees having "pet 
projects." 

There's a group of veteran board 
members who want to move more 
cautiously, fearing that Wheeling 
could become a wasteland of unfin-
ished projects. 

Village President Greg Klatecki 
and trustees Judy Abruscato and 
Robert Heer share visions of a new 
and improved Wheeling with those 
in the "new regime," but they fear 
Wheeling could suffer if it tries to do 
too much too fast. 

"Of course, we're accountable to 
the taxpayers," Heer said. "I tell my 
fellow trustees, 'It's easy for us to sit 
up here and come up with all these 
ideas, but take some time and go 
out and talk to people about what it 
will mean to their taxes.' " 

Abruscato said she wants to make 
sure Wheeling isn't biting off more 
than it can chew. 

"Things are moving rather 
swiftly," Abruscato said. "We're 
already working on one end of Mil-
waukee Avenue, and now we're 
working at the other end of Mil-
waukee and looking at Dundee 
Road. But we need to focus on one 
thing at a time and get one project 
done." 

Wheeling has two tax increment 
financing districts along Milwaukee 
Avenue designed to use property 

di tax money for redevelopment. 
'VI Some trustees have been pushing 

for redevelopment of the Wheeling 
municipal complex, and also the 
formation of a new TIF district 
along Lake Cook Road. 

Since February, the village has 
spent about $1.1 million buying 
many pronerties on Milwaukee 
Avenue with money earmarked for 
redevelopment in the existing 
financing districts. 

The purchases began soon after 
the Wheeling village board dis-
missed former Village Manager 
Craig Anderson, saying he wasn't 

"One of the things that 
impressed me is that the board 

committed to a goal-setting 
session within six months. The 

first thing I want to do is sit 
down with the trustees and get 
a sense for what their priorities 

are." 
Wallace "Wally' Douthwaite, 

Wheeling's new village manager 

aggressive enough in managing 
development and beautification 
projects to help change Wheeling's 
reputation as merely an "affordable" 
suburb. 

Now, some trustees say they see 
Douthwaite's appointment as a 
chance to take a measured look at 
the direction the village is heading. 
Still, others say they look forward to 
plunging deeper into development 
projects. 

Douthwaite, 48, made a big 
splash with trustees for his experi-
ence managing the city • Des 
Plaines for eight years before taking 
a position in Ohio in 2000. 

He saw the city through the rede-
velopment of its downtown, and 
Wheeling trustees on both sides of 
the village board said they're confi-
dent Douthwaite's financial and 
developmental experiences have 
equipped him to help determine 
the best path of economic growth. 

Douthwaite says his first priori-
ties will be to get an assistant village 
manager on board and to talk to 
trustees about how to fill the vacant 
village attorney position. 

Assistant Village Manager James 
Grabowski left Wheeling to manage 
a small town in Will County after Vil-
lage Manager Craig Anderson was 
dismissed by trustees. 

Village Attorney James Rhodes 
surprised the board with early 
retirement after trustees voted to 
contract with an outside law firm to 
help with a development push. 

"One of the things that impressed 
me is that the board committed to a 
goal-setting session within six 
months," Douthwaite said. 

He acknowledged he had an 
"inkling" about differing views on 
the board related to some issues 
before he took the job. "The first 
thing I want to do is sit down with 
the trustees, either individually or 
collectively, and get a sense for what 
their priorities are," Douthwaite 
said. 
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■Village 
Continued from page 5 

"That's about all of any in-
terest," Agenboard said. "He 
was only with us for a short 
period of time." 

Agenboard declined to com-
ment about the circumstances 
that led to Douthwaite's resig-
nation. Wheeling Village Pres-
ident Greg Klatecki said 
Douthwaite was very forth-
coming about his resignation 
from the Springboro job, and 
that it had no bearing on the 
board's unanimous decision to 
hire him. 

"We understood his reason 
for not telling the (council)," 
Klatecki said. "We asked him 
if he would ever do it again 
and he said, 'No."' 

Klatecki said Douthwaite's 
experience in redevelopment 
and finances put him above 
other candidates who applied. 

"He's done a lot of redevel-
opment, especially in Des 
Plaines," Klatecki said. 

Douthwaite said working on 
redevelopment will be one of 
his priorities. He said it is 
vital that the village stay fo-
cused on the Crossroads TIF 
District around the intersec-
tion of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road, and continue to 
acquire property in the dis-
trict and formalise a redevel-
opment plan there. He also 
said he plans to work on final-
izing a new TIF District in the 
northeast area of the village. 

Douthwaite has found a 
home in Wheeling and will be 
moving into the village with 
his wife and two daughters. 
He replaces Anderson, who 
left his duties in February. 
The Village Board cited An-
derson's lack of aggressive-
ness in redevelopment issues 
as a big reason for his dis-
missal. Douthwaite will be 
Wheeling's sixth village man-
ager since 1970, when the 
manager/board style of gov-
ernment was adopted locally.  
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Wheeling's new village manager takes reins during time of imminent change.  

Wallace 
Dauthwaite 

BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Miter 

A relentless journey toward change this 
year has brought Wheeling to a fork in the 
road— one that sets out two paths for the 
village's future. 

More than holding the title of Wheel-
ing's new village manager, Wallace 
"Wally" Douthwaite has become the one 
man entrusted with the task of helping  

decide which road to take. 
Douthwaite, most recently the city 

manager in Springboro, Ohio, began his 
job this week armed with 27 years of 
experience in city government and rede-
velopment — and with a job description 
to lead Wheeling's 229 employees. 

Yet he brings that leadership to a town 
at a crossroads. 

A group of Wheeling trustees has been 
staging an aggressive push the past eight  

months to make the village a place where 
families can walk along freshly laid side-
walks on the way to manicured parks. 

The board's four independent busi-
nessmen say residents should be able to 
gather in a town center to shop, enjoy 
evening entertainment and share a sense 
of community. 

Wheeling shouldn't be. a place where 
families buy starter homes, only to look 
forward to the daywhen they'll move to a  

bigger, brighter town with a more upscale 
image, they say. 

The group of trustees, some of who 
have referred to themselves as "the new 
regime," has come to view economic 
development as the village's primary 
weapon in a campaign against medioc-
rity 

"I think the difference is that some of us 
are younger and have this exuberance 
and this energy that we want to move for- 

ward and get things done and chec 
things off the list," Trustee Trevo 
Lehmann said. 

"Wheeling has an influx of young fam 
ilies and they want amenities," he said 
"They want to have a downtown, the' 
want to have parks, they want to havt 
sidewalks and streetlights and be able tc 
walk to go shopping, and there's nothim 

See CHANGE on PAGE 11 

Change: Trustee doesn't want 
• village to do too much at once 

Continued from Page 1 

that says they can't have that." 
Lehmann spoke in a recent inter-

view before Douthwaite was 
appointed the new village manager. 

In recent months, trustees have 
split over proposals for installing 
street lights on Route 83, burying 
unsightly utility lines, erecting fenc-
ing to beautify streets like Dundee 
Road, making widespread annexa-
tions and hiring outside legal 
council to help with an aggressive 
redevelopment push. 

The issues at times have raised 
the question of power struggles on 
the village board and spawned 
debates about trustees having "pet 
projects." 

There's a group of veteran board 
members who want to move more 
cautiously, fearing that Wheeling 
could become a wasteland of unfin-
ished projects. 

Village President Greg Klatecki 
and trustees Judy Abruscato and 
Robert Heer share visions of a new 
and improved Wheeling with those 
in the "new regime," but they fear 
Wheeling could suffer if it tries to do 
too much too fast. 

"Of course, we're accountable to 
the taxpayers," Heer said. "I tell my 
fellow trustees, 'It's easy for us to sit 
up here and come up with all these 
ideas, but take some time and go 
out and talk to people about what it 
will mean to their taxes.' " 

Abruscato said she wants to make 
sure Wheeling isn't biting off more 
than it can chew. 

"Things are moving rather 
swiftly," Abruscato said. "We're 
already working on one end of Mil-
waukee Avenue, and now we're 
working at the other end of Mil-
waukee and looking at Dundee 
Road. But we need to focus on one 
thing at a time and get one project 
done." 

Wheeling has two tax increment 
fmancing districts along Milwaukee 
Avenue designed to use property 
tax money fnr 

"One of the things that 

impressed me is that the board 

committed to a goal-setting 

session within six months. The 

first thing I want to do is sit 

down with the trustees and get 

a sense for what their priorities 

are." 

Wallace "Wally" Douthwaite, 
Wheeling's new village manager 

aggressive enough in managing 
development and beautification 
projects to help change Wheeling's 
reputation as merely an "affordable" 
suburb. 

Now, some trustees say they see 
Douthwaite's appointment as a 
chance to take a measured look at 
the direction the village is heading. 
Still, others say they look forward to 
plunging deeper into development 
projects. 

Douthwaite, 48, made a big 
splash with trustees for his experi- 
ence managing the city Des 
Plaines for eight years before taking 
a position in Ohio in 2000. 

He saw the city through the rede-
velopment of its downtown, and 
Wheeling trustees on both sides of 
the village board said they're confi-
dent Douthwaite's financial and 
developmental experiences have 
equipped him to help determine 
the best path of economic growth. 

Douthwaite says his first priori-
ties will be to get an assistant village 
manager on board and to talk to 
trustees about how to fill the vacant 
village attorney position. 

Assistant Village Manager James 
Grabowski left Wheeling to manage 
a small town in Will County after Vil-
lage Manager Craig Anderson was 
dismissed by trustees. 

Village Attorney James Rhodes 
surprised the board with early  
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"That's about all of any in-
terest," Agenboard said. "He 
was only with us for a short 
period of time." 

Agenboard declined to com-
ment about the circumstances 
that led to Douthwaite's resig-
nation. Wheeling Village Pres-
ident Greg Klatecki said 
Douthwaite was very forth-
coming about his resignation 
from the Springboro job, and 
that it had no bearing on the 
board's unanimous decision to 
hire him. 

"We understood his reason 
for not telling the (council)," 
Klatecki said. "We asked him 
if he would ever do it again 
and he said, 'No.' 

Klatecki said Douthwaite's 
experience in redevelopment 
and fmances put him above 
other candidates who applied. 

"He's done a lot of redevel-
opment, especially in Des 
Plaines," Klatecki said. 

Douthwaite said working on 
redevelopment will be one of 
his priorities. He said it is 
vital that the village stay fo-
cused on the Crossroads TIF 
District around the intersec-
tion of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road, and continue to 
acquire property in the dis-
trict and formalize a redevel-
opment plan there. He also 
said he plans to work on final-
izing a new TIF District in the 
northeast area of the village. 

Douthwaite has found a 
home in Wheeling and will be 
moving into the village with 
his wife and two daughters. 
He replaces Anderson, who 
left his duties in February. 
The Village Board cited An-
derson's lack of aggressive- 
nr.cc in rekti tax re.1 evr,nrsnr•+ ; r• • • 
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By CASEY MOFFITT The district is already expect- 

STAFF warm: ing to overspend its education 
fund budget by $4.3 million. 
That deficit includes a 
$330,000 contingency fund, 
which was set aside to add 
more teachers during the 
school year. Two have already 
been added at Longfellow Ele-
mentary School in Buffalo 
Grove. . 

Some board members were 
initially,  reluctant to add the 
teacher. Board member Arlen 
Gould and Board President 
Phil Pritzker were hesitant to 
add costs when the district 
does not have the money to 
cover it. 

Others 
live of 
teacher. 

"We have the contingency," 
board member Pam Becker 
Dean said. "Is the savings (of 
not hiring) worth it? The defi-
cit is already in the millions." 

Board member Bill 
Harrison said he had trouble 
rejecting Whitman's request 
after ; granting Longfellow's 
just a month before. 

"How can we treat two 
schools that differently?" he 
asked. 

Gould said 'the decision 
would have. been much easier 
if the -; district had more 
moneY.'! .  

"The fact the board spent 
more than a half hour discuss-
ing whether or not to add one 
staff member shows the finan-
cial situation we are in," he 
said. 

The Wheeling Elementary 
School District, 7. I Board 
elected to hire one more 
teacher at Whitman Elemen-
tary School after an intense 
debate over the wincli-rnie ben-
efits and financial rest. of the 
new position. 

Kris Knudsen, as,, iiitant su-
perintendent of human re-
sources, said enrollment at 
the Wheeling':a is higher 
than expected The new 
teacher will he used . to float 
between three clizrooryls - a 
first grade room, a fourth-
grade room and ,)rnhined 
fourth- and room. 

Kniidsen s;i'd first- 
gilide room ha: y stralents,, 
and the of hr 1),v•i have 29. 
She said the dirirl likes to 
keep classes in kindergarten 
through second grade at 25 
students. Administrators pre-
fer classes of 26 in grades 
three through five and 27 in 
grades six through eight. 

Superintendent. tarry Mical 
supported the request for the 
additional teacher, although 
money in the district is tight. 

"We're trying to be conser-
vative in approaching the situ-
ation," he said. "We're trying 
to make a decision based on 
the numbers (of students) and 
finances. Educationally, this is 
a conservative request." 

The request came after the 
board heard a grini report on 
the district's financial 'future, 

were more suppor-
adding the new *la 

14 i2 ( A L D cl I 2-tof-2." 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Wrik.r 

Wheeling's decision this month to 
help a developer refinance a loan is 
simply a matter of good village rela-
tions, Wheeling attorneys said. 

The village will enjoy little direct 
benefit from signing off on $17.6 mil-
lion in bonds to refinance a loan for 
the Woodland Creek Apartments 
complex on the corner of Wheeling 
and Palatine roads. 

• The 240-unit development was 
already completed as a project to 
offer housing to low- and moderate-
income residents after the village 
first signed off on $19.3 million in 
bonds in 1985, said Terrence Barni-
cle, an attorney with a Chicago law 
firm contracted by the village. 

"It's more a matter of there being 
no disadvantage in doing it," Barni-
de said. "The developer or the 
person who owns the apartments at 
the complex guarantees the pay- 

ment of bonds. It's strictly where a 
municipality's name has to go on the 
bonds, but there is no obligation for 
the village to do anything or pay any-
thing." 

An outside credit agency guaran-
tees that Wheeling has no liability. 

Yet Wheeling comes out on top by 
cooperating with the developer 
because the village gains the reputa-
tion of having good 
village-developer relations, Barnicle 
said.  

Nome delivery: 427-4333 
Need a back issue: 427-4733 
Classified/want ads: 427-4444; 
wantads@dailyherald.com  
Display ads: 427-4624; 
sales@dailyherald.com  
Main switchboard: 427-4300. 
Missing paper? Call by 9 a.m., 
427-4333. 

News tips 
General Newsroom 
(8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.): 427-4514; 
news@dailyherald.com  
News tip hotline 
(5 p.m.-8:30 a.m. and weekends): 

$17.6 million in bonds helps dev 

Despite deficit, 
District 21 hires 
Whitman teacher 
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Buffalo 
Grove's 
Burns 
to retire 
ounTri v side, 

By BARBARA BELL 
STAFF WRITER 

.9'-.2G-Oz. 
Buffalo Grove High School 

Principal Carter Burns is put-
ting his family first. 

Last week, Burns an-
nounced that he would retire 
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School council members sought 0 
Gary Mical, Wheeling Elementary School District 21 super-

intendent, is looking for volunteers to serve on a special 
council to examine attendance boundaries. 

The Superintendent's Advisory Council will meet four 
times during an eight-week period beginning in November to 
examine school attendance boundaries and possible changes 
to those boundaries to help solve overcrowding in east-side 
schools. 

The council will be asked to study the current enrollment 
in district schools and develop a position paper that will in-
clude options for the District 21 School Board to consider as 
solutions. The position paper is to be delivered to the board at 
its Jan. 16. 

Mical said he is looking for volunteers from all areas in the 
district and the community, including business leaders. 
Mical said the council could have as many as 40 to 50 people 
serving on it. Applications are available at the district office, 
999 W. Dundee Road, Wheeling, or by calling (847)520-2727. 
All applications should be submitted by Oct. 11. 
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The Superintendent's Advisory Council will meet four 
times during an eight-week period beginning in November to 
examine school attendance boundaries and possible changes 
to those boundaries to help solve overcrowding in east-side 
schools. 

The council will be asked to study the current enrollment 
in district schools and develop a position paper that will in-
clude options for the District 21 School Board to consider as 
solutions. The position paper is to be delivered to the board at 
its Jan. 16. 

Mical said he is looking for volunteers from all areas in the 
district and the community, including business leaders. 
Mical said the council could have as many as 40 to 50 people 
serving on it. Applications are available at the district office, 
999 W. Dundee Road, Wheeling, or by calling (847)520-2727. 
All applications should be submitted by Oct. 11. . 

Despite deficit, 
District 21 hires 
Whitman teacher 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Elementary 
School District '1.1 Board 
elected to hire one more 
teacher at Whitman Elemen-
tary School after an intense 
debate over the academic ben-
efits and financial cost of the 
new position. 

Kris Knudsen, assistant su-
perintendent of human re-
sources, said enrollment at -
the Wheeling iellcv)1 is higher 
than expi!cled. The new 
teacher will. be used .to float 
between three classrooms - a 
first-grade room, a fourth-
grade room and a combined 
fourth- and fifth-m(1r room. 

Knudsen said the first-
grade room has 28 students, 
and the other two have 29. 
She said the district likes to 
keep classes in kind,Tgarten 
through second grade at 25 
students. Administrators pre-
fer classes of 26 in grades 
three through five and 27 in 
grades six through eight. 

Superintendent. Gpry Mical 
supported the request for the 
additional teacher, although 
money in the district is tight. . 

"We're trying to be conser-
vative in approaching the situ-
ation," he said. "We're trying 
to make a decision based on 
the numbers (of students) and 
finances. Educationally, this is 
a conservative request." 

The request came after the 
board heard a grini report on 
the district's financial future. 

The district is already expect-
ing to overspend its education 
fund budget by $4.3 million. 
That deficit includes a 
$330,000 contingency fund, 
which was set aside to add six 
more teachers during the 
school year. Two have already 
been added at Longfellow Ele-
mentary School in Buffalo 
Grove. 

Some board members were 
initially,  reluctant to add the 
teacher. Board member Arlen 
Gould and Board President 
Phil Pritzker were hesitant to 
add costs when the district 
does not have the money to 
cover it. 

Others were more suppor-
tive of adding the new 
teacher. 

"We have the contingency," 
board member Pam Becker 

- Dean said. "Is the savings (of 
not hiring) worth it? The defi-
cit is already in the millions." 

Board member Bill 
Harrison said he had trouble 
rejecting Whitman's request 
after granting Longfellow's 
just a month before. 

-How can we treat two 
schools that differently?" he 
asked. 

Gould said the decision 
would have been much easier 
if the district had more 
money. 

"The fact the board spent 
more than a half hour discuss-
ing whether or not to add one 
staff member shows the finan-
cial situation we are in," he 
said. 

1 

O 
why 

Q.) 

a) 

tO d IV 
C? SP 5  4 
LCD Vl ;CS 

,n`j)  
4 CN1 

2 " Q P. 4)  

CI) g g, • g 
5 8 cl) bb  

c•f; ,T) 

44  - 
•N .9 

N. w,u g 
cn bi).5 
6 4 .:8  

0 
'CI bi), 

CI) 41 •.".) 

O co c .c >4. • ,(2,  
4Ci; :L••1)  ti) (11  

) - T' cti • '01  

• ,• C--21 • 0 
ri)  

72/ 0 ai 
.411  fr4 • w a) 

ro c)
77)
0 ..cit4

a) 

,cr 
bi) vs rn 

(1) E a) - - 6 •S 

_• c5, ,, 
O.,   _ uo, C/1 A cn v , a.) 

4,' 

1'1) --cc3: 4) ..1  • .4 0,) > '"A
Z G 1.! 
c :-i ... 

) tX Ili  .2  room • bx,  
.5, 

cl 
WSJ 

g4.' c; 8 _ 46 • t 4 E  `L)  
t °) -2 42 41E,'' t-  

ti  

E..- 8 
CI) -t-? 4 as csi 0., • c) • q +ZIE  

'S cz A 14:4 c45  

0 I 5 CVE  
3 

o co _2 

co, 

Buffalo 
Grove's 
Burns 
to retire 
tounTr •,/ side, 

By BARBARA BELL 
STAFF WRITER 

Buffalo Grove High School 
Principal Carter Burns is put- 
ting his family first. 

Last week, Burns an-
nounced that he would retire 
at the end of June so that he 
can return to his native Kan-
sas to care for his ailing 
mother and her property. 

"I've been trying to take 
care of that 600 miles away," 
Burns said. 

Burns will have finished his 
11th year in High School Dis-
trict 214 when he officially re-
tires June 30. A national 
search will be launched to 
find his successor. 

6 I've been trying 
to take care of that 
600 miles away. 

Burns joined District 214 as 
associate principal of Elk 
Grove High School in 1992. A 
year later, he was appointed 
principal of Buffalo Grove. 
Burns moved to Arlington 
Heights a few years ago to be 
closer to the school after his 
two children graduated from 
Elk Grove High School. 

Burns estimates that he 
hired 65 percent of the staff at 
Buffalo Grove. In his time as 
principal, Burns has been able 
to get to know many families, 
especially in situations in 
which more than one sibling 
attended the school. 

"Over time you develop cer-
tain relationships with peo-
ple," Burns said. "It takes you 
awhile to get comfortable 
some place. I think you're 
able to accomplish some 
things that you couldn't other-
wise." 

Burns has been active in 
the community. He served as 
chairman of Relay for Life for 
Buffalo Grove, Wheeling and 
Arlington Heights. He also is 
the team chairman for the 
North Central accreditation 
visiting team at Schaumburg 
High School. 

When Burns steps down 
from the principalship, he'll 
be moving to the Kansas City 
suburbs. His sister and son 
limp rusarilV 



Police to host child seat inspection 
The Wheeling Police Department will be hosting a child 

passenger safety seat inspection 'in the parking lot of Sam's 
Club Saturday. 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, four of five safety seats are incorrectly installed. At 
the inspection, parents can drive through for a free inspec-
tion and fitting by a NHTSA certified child seat technician. 
Technicians will check for proper fit of the seat to the child 
and advise parents of any recalls on seats. No appointment is 
necessary. 

Wheeling police officer Dorann Swanson, who is also a cer-
tified seat technician instructor, said technicians will also be 
able to answer questions regarding the appropriate weight 
and age to move children from one type of seat to another. 
She said it is the department's hope the inspection will in-
crease awareness for the use of booster seats for children as, 
they outgrow convertible seats but are still too small for seat 
belts. Swanson said an improperly fitting seat belt is just as 
dangerous as an improperly fitted child safety seat. 

' The inspection will be held from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Sam's 
Club, 1055 McHenry Road. The event is being funded by the 
Wheeling Safe Communities Program with a grant from the 
Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic 
Safety.  

141 R I EFS  

State warns schools 
of fundin shortfall 

Last checks shorted 

The state's last aid check for the fiscal year to schools will be 
shorted in July unless the legislature acts. Here's what your districts 
stand to lose. 

q--0?‘ -et z- yge ra 
While U-46's funding loss repre-

sents the high end, even smaller 
cuts will hurt, other school officials 
said. 

"One-hundred thousand in a $170 
million (budget) is not critical 
except that we're right at the edge of 
what we can handle in terms of our 
growing deficit," said Howard 
Crouse, an associate superintendent 
at Indian Prairie District 204 in 
DuPage County. Officials there 
expect a $13.4 million deficit by the 
end of the school year. 

Similar reactions were voiced 
throughout the suburbs. 

"It wouldn't be devastating, but it's 
the price of a new teacher," said 
Charles Oberly, business manager 
for Cary Elementary District 26. 

The state's problem is not new. 
While the state budget is usually 
finalized near the end of May, final 
school enrollment and property tax 
figures are not available until later in 
the summer. 

Frequently, laWmakers have had 
to later add millions of dollars to 
make ends meet. But Illinois is expe-
riencing its worst economic 
situation in decades. Education was 
among the programs cut in the last 
budget to help make ends meet. 

Donna Baiocchi, executive direc-
tor of the suburban education group 
ED-RED, said the 16.7 percent cut 
seems overly optimistic if the state's 
budget picture doesn't improve. 

Robert Schiller, the superinten-
dent of the Illinois State Board of 
Education, warned there's a possi-
bility the final payment may not 
come. "I think the challenge now is 
where is the money going to come 
from? The budget was prettywell cut 
last spring," Schiller said. 

But one suburban lawmaker pre-
dicts the funding will be found. 

"There's no way they'd eliminate 
the (final) payment for a $21 million  

Potential 
School district funding loss  
Aptakisic-Tripp 
Elementary District 102 4,712.13  

Arlington Heights 
Elementary District 25 9,760.41  

Barrington Area 
Unit District 220 13,309.70  

Buffalo Grove-Long Grove 
Elementary District 96 6,742.70  

Carol Stream 
Elementary District 93 10,596.43  

Des Plaines 
Elementary District 62 8,352.66  

East Maine 
Elementary District 63 7,521.67  

Elgin Area School 
District U-46 461,878.25  

Elk Grove Township 
Elementary District 59 9,792.58  

Glenbard High School 
District 87 18,498.78  

Keeneyville Elementary 
District 20 5,302.51  

Lake Park High School 
District 108 5,448.21  

Lake Zurich 
Unit District 95 13,024.22 

shortfall," said state Sen. Steven 
Rauschenberger, an Elgin Republi-
can and chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. "It 
would be my belief that everyone 
would support a supplemental 
(budget) to cover it." 

Rauschenberger said the money 
might be found within other parts of 
the State Board of Education's 
budget. 

And at least one suburban school 
official believes lawmakers will ulti-
mately come through despite the 
dire forecasts. 

Leyden High School 
District 212 6,320.29 

Maine Township 
High School District 207 12,581.08  

Mount Prospect 
Elementary District 57 3,857.72  

Northwest Suburban 
High School District 214 21,908.66  

Palatine Township 
Elementary District 15 26,945.14  

Palatine-Schaumburg 
High School District 211 26,520.24  

Prospect Heights 
Elementary District 23 3,353.17 

River Trails Elementary 
District 26 3,381.33 

Roselle Elementary 
District 12 1,541.06 

Rosemont Elementary 
District 78 452.94 

Schaumburg Township 
Elementary District 54 31,317.44 

Stevenson High School 
District 125 7,950.01 

Wheeling Township 
Elementary District 21 14,133.22  

Source: Illinois State Board of Education 

"We've heard almost every year 
that we may not get one (payment)," 
said Robert Hansen, an associate 
superintendent for Carpentersville-
based Community Unit District 300 
where the cut would mean more 
than $131,000 lost. "And we've 
always gotten one." 

• Daily Herald staff umtersKari 
Hartman, Max Seigle, Patrick 
Garmoe, Naomi Dillon, Corrie 
Cutrer, Jennifer Patterson, Cathi 
Edman, and Madhu Krishnamurthy 
contributed to this report. 

BY JOHN PATTERSON 

Daily Herald State Government Editor 

SPRINGFIELD —Area school offi-
cials ha\re been put on notice that 
they could be shortchanged millions 
of dollars in state funds if lawmakers 
don't find more money for education. 

Higher than expected enrollment 
at the state's public schools, com-
bined' with successful property tax 
appeals -- particularly in Cook 
County — have yielded a $21.7 mil-
lion shortfall in education funding 
statewide. 

The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion plans ;to continue sending the 
twice-a-month checks to school dis-
tricts, but if lawmakers don't fill the 
hole either during the fall session or 
next spring, the final check next July 
will be reduced, or possibly not sent 
at all. 

The potential financial fallout for 
suburban schools varies greatly. 

Elgin Area School District U-46 
stands to lose nearly $462,000 if the 
final payment is cut. On the other 
hand, Rondout Elementary District 
72 in Lake County would lose only 
$187. 

State education officials say 
reducing that final check by 16.7 
percent would close the funding 
gap. The other 23 checks would not 
be touched. Overall the state bud-
geted $3.12 billion for schools. So 
the $21.7 million is less than 1 per-
cent of the state's assistance to 
schools. 

But' area school administrators 
say budgets already are stretched 
and any funding cut will be painful. 

"Oh no, this is not a small amount 
by any means," said Jim Freeman, 
assistant superintendent at Elgin's 
U-46. The district's deficit could 
reach $16.58 million at the end of its 
fiscal year. "This pays for a few 
salaries." 

Noted authors to take stage 
Library Community The season wraps up March 31 with U.S. 

Foundation is hosting its seventh annual Poet Laureate Billy Collins. His work has 
Literary Circle beginning Oct. 14 at Glenbrook appeared in New Yorker, Paris Review and 
South High School, 4000 W. Lake Ave., American Scholar, and he is as Guggenheim 
Glenview. fellow and New York Public Library "Literary 

Lion." 

All programs start at 7:30 p.m. and are held 
at Glenbrook South High School. A series 
.ticket for all four lectures costs $95 for general 
admission and $165 for patron tickets. Patron 
tickets offer preferred seating and include an 
invitation to post-lecture receptions with the 
authors. Individual tickets for $25 and $48 also 
are available. 

Mayes will be the guest host for a special 
Tuscan dinner before her lecture Oct. 14. The 
foundation fund-raising event will take place 
at 5 p.m at Phil Steffani's Tuscany at 550 S. 
Milwaukee Ave. in Wheeling. Tickets are $100 

Anchee Min will recount life in China and 
her journey to America Jan. 27. Min's memoir, 
"Red Azalea," described her life as a party 
supporter of Mao's China. Her most recent 
novel, "Wild Ginger," was published in April. 

The series begins Oct. 14 with Frances 
Mayes, whose number-one New York Times 
bestseller, "Under the Tuscan Sun," remained 
on the list for more than two years. It was 
followed by the memoir, "Bella Tuscany," also 
an international bestseller. Her flat novel, 
"Swan," which is set in her home state of 
Georgia, will be published in October. 

John Updike will appear Nov. 19. He has 
written poetry, children s iiteraiure and 
literary essays, and was awarded the Pulitzer 
Prize for "Rabbit is Rich." Updike's "Couples" 
and "Witches of Eastwick" were made into 
feature films. per person. 

For more information or to purchase tickets, 
contact Anne Johnson at (847) 353-7143. An 
order form and additional information is 
available on the foundation Web site at 
www.librarycommunityfoundation.org. 
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A gazebo sits on the top of what will be a waterfall when crews finish up construction on 
Friendship Park at the intersection of Dundee Road and Milwaukee Avenue. The park is ex-
pected to be ready in about two weeks. 

Jerry Weber and Dan 
Bullman work on 
Friendship Park, which 
may open in a few weeks. 
Paw 

Park may finally open next month 
elude a fountain with a pool 
and stone benches built into a 

.gone wall surrounding the 
ea. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

C_ou ni 6 idE. 9— 
After years of discussions 

and revisions, a p..k at the in-
tersection of Dundee Road 
and Milwaukee Avenue is 
scheduled to open in about 
two weeks. 

Claus Dunkelberg, a repre-
sentative with Harding ESE, 
the Chicago firm handling the 
project, said he believes the 
park will be completed by Oct. 
4 or Oct. 11. He said crews still 
have some stone work to fin-
ish on the site, as well as 
about two-thirds of the land-
scaping. 

"We're pushing as hard as 
we can," he said. "It's like 
building a giant puzzle." 

The park will encompass 
the northeast and northwest 
corners of the intersection. 
The northeast corner is the 
larger of the areas and in-
cludes a gazebo perched 
above two water falls and 
most of the landscaping. The 
smaller area across the street, 
in front of Walgreens, will in- 

Construction of the park 
was put on a fast track last No-
vember, when Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann brought in a design 
that board members over-
whelmingly preferred to the 
scrapped Millennium Plaza. 

The goal at that time was to 
open the park by the Fourth 
of July. However, four under-
ground oil tanks were found 
below the ground on the 
northeast corner, creating a 
delay as construction crews 
had to work with the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency to make sure the soil 
was not contaminated and to 
remove the tanks. A gas sta-
tion used to sit on that corner. 

After the environmental is-
sues were cleared up, crews 
have been working vigorously 
to finish the project. 

Lehmann said the village is 
planning a grand opening cer-
emony for the park when it is 
finished. He said he hopes it's  

done by Oct. 4, but he 
wouldn't mind waiting until 
the 11th. 

"I want it 100 percent done, 
even if it takes an extra 
week," he said. "And I want 
both corners done." 

The village is spending 
$1.56 million on the new park. 
The money is coming from a 
tax increment financing dis-
trict fund. The village also re-
ceived a $50,000 grant for the 
project. 

The cost is about.19 percent 
higher than what -was origi-
nally anticipated to be spent, 
but an expanding size of the 
park and removal of the oil 
tanks increased the costs 
since January. 

EVERYBODY'S  
BUSINESS  
9 z z_ 

ARA anniversary 
c_ounTry S i de, 

ARA Cabinets 4 U, a 
Wheeling-based business 
specializing in kitchen and 
bath remodeling, is.  
celebrating its 10th 
anniversary this month. 

Owner Jeffrey Pike had a 
dream to open J5itchen and 
bath shop. Like his father, 
uncles and cousins before 
him, whose cabinetry 
businesses had provided him 
with many years of valuable 
experience, Pike wanted to 
open his own showroom. In 
July of 1992, Pike converted 
his dream into reality by 
renting the storefront that was 
occupying the first floor of 4 
S. Milwaukee Ave. at the 
southwest corner of 
Milwaukee and Dundee Road. 

Doing much of the work by 
himself, along with some help 
from relatives and longtime 
business associates, Pike 
opened the cabinet showroom 
the day after Labor Day 1992. 
During the ensuing years, 
Jeffrey Pike and his brother, 
Sheldon, have prided 
themselves on personalized 
service and quality 
merchandise at fair prices. 

The co,  .ipany slogan is 
"Thor. Z_Iall Not Pay Retail." 

ARA Cabinets 4 U is 
offering a 10thanniversary 
special during the month of 
September: A free kitchen 
sink, faucet and garbage 
disposer (up to-$700 value) 
with a complete kitchen 
installation. For details, call 
(847) 215-1700. 
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Indian Trails Library District officials want pa-

trons to know that anyone can check out any of the 
more than 700 R-rated videos and DVDs at the fa-
cility, regardless of the person's age. 

Signs making patrons aware of the policy were re-
cently posted throughout the library, after the Li-
brary Board voted to have them posted. Library trus-
tees said they believed most people — particularly 
parents — were unaware that anyone, regardless of 
age, could check out any movie. 

"Certain people believe we would not let (chil-
dren) take out an R-rated movie if they put it on the 
counter," Library Trustee Larry Cahall said. "I know 
most patrons were not aware of the policy." 

Cahall was the trustee who suggested the signs be 
posted to inform patrons that the library allows any-
one to check out any movie in its collection. 

"It lets parents know the information they need so 
they can tell their children what they expect in 
terms of what to take out of the library," Cahall said. 
"If we don't give you the information you need, then 
we aren't doing our job as elected officials." 

Cahall said many patrons he spoke with believed 
there was a law preventing children from checking 
out R-rated movies, when in fact complying with the 
Motion Picture Association of America's rating sys-
tem is strictly voluntary. Most movie rental stores in 
the area do comply with the system. 

Jose Vargas, a manager at Blockbuster in Wheel-
ing, said anyone under 17 who wants to rent an R-
rated movie must be accompanied by an adult or 
have permission from their parent, which is kept in 
that person's computerized account with the store. 

However, the Indian Trails' policy is consistent 
with other libraries in the area. According to a Sep-
tember 2000 survey conducted by the North Subur-
ban Library System, only seven of the 26 libraries 
that responded restrict access to R-rated movies. 
Some of those libraries include the Arlington 
Heights Memorial Library, the Elk Grove Village 
Public Library, the Schaumburg Township District 
Library and the Wilmette Public Library District. 

Echo Morgan, head of public relations for the Ver-
non Area Library, said the Lincolnshire facility does 
not restrict who can check out R-rated titles. She 
said all patrons under 16 must have a parent signa-
ture in order to get a library card. At that time, par- 

ents sign a form spelling out the library's policy on 
checking out materials. 

"We don't want to pUt restrictions on anybody," 
Morgan said. "We want to keep open access to infor-
mation." 

Morgan said the policy is also on the Vernon Area 
Library's Web site, but it is not posted in the library. 

Barbara Czechorski, head of circulation at Indian 
Trails, said parents are not currently given a copy of 
the library's policy when they sign for their child's 
library card. 

"But that's a good suggestion," she said. "It may 
be something we want to bring up." 

Parents must sign for library cards given to chil-
dren under 16 at Indian Trails. 

Indian Trails Director Tamiye Meehan said the li-
brary spelled out its check-out policy in its latest 
newsletter. She said the library has received only 
one comment about the policy since the newsletter 
went out and after the signs were posted. 

"I'm hoping it stays a non-issue," she said. "I hope 
people understand the necessity for free access of in-
formation." 

AT THE LIBRARY 
AT THE  
LIBRARY 

-o ff  
Book talk , , 
LCJGr'/'7 Tr V-s/ (7" e. 

The Indian Trails Public 
Library District has 
announced the titles selected 
for this fall's Book Discussion 
Group meetings. 

The morning Book 
Discussion Group will meet at 
10 a.m. Oct. 14 to discuss 
"When I was Puerto Rican" by 
Esmeralda Santiago. On Nov. 
11, the group will discuss "I 
Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings" by Maya Angelou. 

The evening Book 
Discussion Group will meet at 
7 p.m. Sept. 30 to discuss "The 
Aguero Sisters" by Cristina 
Garcia. On Oct. 28, the group 
will discuss "The Law of 
Similars" by Chris Bohjalian. 
On Nov. 25, the group will 
discuss "Plainsong" by Kent 
Haruf. 

Registration is required and 
limited to 40 participants per 
session. Register only for 
those sessions you know you 
will be able to attend. To 
register, call Michelle Shapiro 
at(847) 459-4100. 

Continued from page 91 

opened in the 18711s to 
accommodate natives of 
Bohemia who had I rouble 
finding burial 1:,e\vhere. 
IlereAhe group will see the 
graves of Anton Cermak, 
victims of the Eastland 

 

disaster of 1915 and the 
unique chapel-colurnbarium 
where ashes have been placed 
in thousands of windowed 
niches filled with memorabilia 
of the deceased. 

Lunch will be a Swedish 
combo plate served at Ann 
Sather's Restaurant. 

Registration is required and 
limited to 20 adults. A 
registration fee of $46 per 
person is due at the time of 
registration. Make checks 
payable to Bill Hinchcliff, tour 
director. To register, call 
Michelle Shapiro at (847) 
459-4100. 

 

    

Victims' aid information at library 
Those who have been victims of violent crimes may be eli-

gible for financial aid through the Illinois Victim's Compen-
sation Act. Information on how to collect compensation is 
now available at the Indian Trails Public Library. 

Compensation is available to victims, witnesses and certain 
relatives of violent crime under the provisions of the law. The 
law also offers support services as well as financial aid. To 
qualify, crimes must reported to authorities within 72 hours. 

For information on the law, call the library at (847) 
459-4100, or visit the second floor reference desk. All inquir-
ies are confidential. 

Correction 
Tina Dean's picture incorrectly appeared on Marcy Still-

man's Wheeling Around Town column in the Nov. 7 issue of 
the Countryside: We apologize for the error and any confu-
sion it may have caused. • 

Storytime sessions 
The Indian Trails Public 

Library District is now taking 
registration for it's fall 
storytime sessions. For 
children of all ages. 

A special Halloween 
storytime and craft will be 
held at 10 a.m. Oct. 26 and is 
limited to 30 children, ages 
3-7. All storytimes last about 
30 minutes. Registration is 
required for some programs. 
An adult must remain in the 
building during the programs. 
To register, call Lillian Taylor 
at (847) 459-4100. 

Cemetery tours 
The Indian Trails Public 

Library District has planned a 
bus trip and tour of the 
"Three Great Chicago 
Cemeteries" Oct. 14. 

The tour will depart from 
the library at 8:45 a.m. and 
will return at about 4:15 p.m. 
Three of Chicago's oldest and 
most interesting cemeteries, 
all on the North Side, will be 
the focus of this tour. 

The tour starts with 
Graceland, burial place of the 
city's business and 
architectural elite, including 
Palmers, Pullmans, Ryersons, 
Fields and McCormicks, as 
well as the architects Sullivan 
Burnham, Root and Mies van 
der Rohe. 

The next stop is Rosehill, 
burial place of mayors, Civil 
War figures and still more of 

BY SHAMUS TOOMEY 
Daily  Herald Staff Writer 

A former Wheeling priest jailed on 
„child pornography charges was sued 
Thursday by a one-time altar boy, 
who claims the Catholic priest sexu-
ally abused him some 25 times in the 
1980s. 

The suit, which also names the 
Archdiocese of Chicago as a defen-
dant, was filed under the pseudonym 
John E. Doe by a 31-year-old man 
who grew up in Wheeling and now 
works as a bartender in Los Angeles. 

It claims former St. Joseph the 
Worker associate pastor Vincent 
McCaffrey recruited the alleged 
victim out of the parish school to 
become an altar boy, and then 
molested him repeatedly in 1984 and 
1985. Some of the incidents occurred 
in the church's Dundee Road rectory, 
the suit alleged. 

The California man's attorney, Jef- 

frey R. Anderson, acknowledged the 
statute of limitations on the alleged 
abuse has expired and the case could 
be thrown out, but said the lawsuit 
was an "invitation" for other victims 
to come forward. 

McCaffrey, now 50, left St. Joseph 
in 1987, was removed from active 
ministry amid sexual abuse allega-
tions in 1991 and agreed to resign in 
1993. On Sept. 13, he pleaded guilty 
in federal court to possessing more 
than 4,500 images of child pornogra-
phy. He is in federal custody 
awaiting sentencing. 

Prosecutors say they hope to 
extend his sentence to the maximum 
of 20 years by bringing in evidence of 
the numerous sexual abuse com-
plaints lodged against McCaffrey 
over the years while he worked at 
several different parishes. 

Anderson, a Minnesota attorney 
who has represented some 700 
alleged victims of priests, has been in  

contact with federal prosecutors and 
said his client is available to testify at 
the sentencing hearing, which is 
scheduled for December and could 
last up to two weeks. 

The alleged victim has struggled 
with alcoholism and panic attacks, 
the latter of which he attributes to the 
sexual abuse and the fear of telling 
his story, attorneys said. 

According to the lawsuit, another 
priest who no longer works at St. 
Joseph intimidated the former altar 
boy into staying silent during a 1991 
meeting at the Ann Sather restaurant 
on Chicago's Belmont Avenue. 

"You have a kid, now a young man, 
that's been suffering in silence, and 
secretly in shame for years," Ander-
son said. "He was told by an 
archdiocese official to keep quiet, so 
he had. Only this year did he come to 
the realization that he couldn't do 
that anymore." 

The priest accused of intimidating  

the victim and archdiocesan officials 
declined to comment on the lawsuit, 
saying they had not yet seen it. Arch-
diocese spokesman Jim Dwyer did say 
he was "disappointed" that Anderson, 
who knows the church's reporting 
procedures, did not contact church 
officials about the alleged McCaffrey 
victim sooner than Thursday. 

The allegation against McCaffrey is 
just one of many fielded by church 
officials about the Chicago man. 
Dwyer said earlier this month that 
one claim came from a teenager at St. 
Joseph about a year after McCaffrey 
was reassigned. 

Anderson said that allegation 
wasn't his client's. Instead, his client 
believes there were other victims at 
St. Joseph, an assertion he based on 
McCaffrey once showing him lewd 
photographs of boys the victim rec-
ognized, Anderson said. 

The suit seeks unspecified dam-
ages. 

Abuse suit filed against ex-Wheeling priest 



JOE LEWNARD/DAILY HERALD 

London Middle Schr.aki math teacher Nancy Siemienas works with her seventh-grade students in Wheeling 
Towpship Elementary District 21. Siemienas recently was honored as an outstanding middle school math teacher 
bi the Illinois Craned Of Tedchers of Mathematics. 

JOE LEWNARD/DAILY HERALD 

Dist. 21 math teachers prove to have 
right variables to win statewide awards 

Formula 
for success 

BOB CHWE DYK/DAILI HERALD 

Recently given the Promising New Teacher Award by the Illinois Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics, Carolyn Droll works with her students at 
Holmes Middle School in Wheeling. 
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BY CORRIE CUTRER 
Daily Herald Staff Wetter _ 

Whether it's dealing with ratios or 
equations, the approach that two 
middle school teachers in Wheeling 
Township Elemen-
tary District 21 are 
taking toward math 
all adds up. 

That's why Carolyn 
Droll and Nancy 
Siemienas, both sev-
enth-grade math 
instructors, soon will 
be honored for 
receiving awards of 
distinction from the 
Illinois Council of 
Teachers of Mathe-
matics this year. 

A teacher at 
London Middle 

1.  School in Wheeling, 
Siemienas was given 
the annual Middle 
School Math Teacher Award. 

This honor spotlights one teacher 
in the state who excels as a math 
teacher to fifth- through eighth-

! graders. 

Siemienas began her seventh year 
at London this fall. 

Before coming to work in District 
21, she graduated from Miami Uni-
versity in Oxford, Ohio, with a 
bachelor's of science in education as 

well as a bachelor's of 
arts in mathematics 
and statistics. 

While at London, 
she also has garnered 
her master's degree 
in curriculum and 
supervision from 
Northern Illinois 
University 

Droll, a teacher at 
Holmes Middle 
School in Wheeling, 
also has been hon-
ored as the first 
recipient of the Illi-
nois Promising New 
Teacher Award. 

This award, which 
the math teachers 

group created this year, honors Droll 
for her efforts as a new educator. 

Teachers in the state who have been 
in a classroom for five years or less can 
be considered for the new distinction. 

Droll began her fifth year at 
Holmes this fall. 

"I was the only one in the state (to 
get the award)," Droll said. "I was 
pretty excited." 

Before beginning her teaching 
stint in District 21, Droll graduated 
from the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign with a bache-
lor's degree in elementary 
education. 

She is working on her master's 
degree in teacher leadership by 
taking online courses through the 
University of Illinois at Springfield. 

For the past several summers, 
Droll and Siemienas have worked to 
help train other math teachers in the 
curriculum that District 21 uses. 
They've also aided in aligning the 
district's math curriculum with state 
standards. 

Both teachers will be recognized 
at a dinner held by the teachers 
group Oct. 18 in Peoria. 

Jan Robinson, District 21's math 
instructional specialist, nominated 
the women for the award. 

Robinson serves as the board 
chairwoman for the teachers group. 
A separate awards committee 
chooses the organization's yearly 
winners, she said. 

Thankful to see teachers from Dis-
trict 21 bring home awards, Robinson  

said Droll and Siemienas stand out as 
all-around stellar educators. 

Siemienas is teaching an extra 
exploratory class this year to sev-
enth-graders who are already ready 
to take algebra. 

And Droll coaches the girls cross 
country team at Holmes. 

An avid runner herself, Droll is  

training for the Milwaukee 
Marathon Sunday. Why not the 
Chicago Marathon? 

"I didn't register in time," she said 
sheepishly. "I missed the deadline 
by a few days." 

Hey, even award-winning math 
teachers don't always add things up 
perfectly. 
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Siemienas just started her 
seventh year at London 
Middle School. 

BOB CHWEDYK/DAILY HERALD 
Droll helps her students work through a math problem placed on the 
overhead projector in her classroom. 
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This souvenir album from 1920 has been returned 

to its place of origin. 

Old book finds 
its way home 
to Philadelphia 

/0 .-?5 —0 .2.. 
By CASEY MOFF!TT 

STAFF WRITER 

The used book sales held by 
the Friends of Indian Trails 
Library four times a year al-
ways turn up a few treasures, 
but some of them are not for 
sale. 

Thousands of books are do-
nated each year to the library 
for the sale. And before this 
last sale, library Outreach Co-
ordinator Christine Gibson 
found an old picture book doc-
umenting various meeting 
places for the Masonic Lodge 
in Philadelphia, Pa., since 
1735. 

The "Souvenir Album 
Showing the Various Places of 
Meeting of the R.W. Grand 

Lodge, F. and A. M. of Penn-
sylvania" was published in 
1920. It includes a brief, six-
page history of the lodge —
the oldest in the nation — and 
paintings of various meeting 

'halls and taverns the lodge 
used. It also shows interior 
pictures of the Masonic Tem-
ple, which still stands on the 
corner of Broad and Filbert 
streets in Philadelphia. 

"It was sitting on a shelf, al-
ready out of the box," Gibson 
said. "My father-in-law is a 
Mason, so it caught my eye." 

Gibson said she has no idea 
who donated the book. 

"Most people just drop do-
nations in the box (at the li-
brary entrance)," she said. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Richard Bajjaheh/Picineer Press  

A souvenir album from the Masonic Temple in Philadelphia has many paintings depicting early 
meeting halls for the lodge, which was formed in 1730. 

• Old book Continued from page 5 

When she found the book, Gibson con-
tacted the lodge in Philadelphia, asking 
the librarian there if they wanted it back. 
Glenys A. Waldman, the librarian at the 
temple, gladly responded in the affirma-
tive. 

"We said we'd take it. It's nice to have 
one come back," Waldman said. "It's nice 
to see somebody who cares enough to 
send it back." 

Waldman said the book was a souvenir 
that tourists could purchase after taking 
a tour of the temple. The temple, which 
was built between 1868 and 1873, still 
gives tours and still has a version of the 
same souvenir book. 

Waldman had dug up copies of the 
book in the temple library dated 1904 and 
1914, but she could not find one from 
1920. 

"Someone must have come to visit and 
bought it," Waldman said. 

Jim McCarthy, who volunteers with the 
Friends of Indian Trails Library, said old 
books turn up in donations for the sales 
all the time. 

"We get old books, sometimes as much 
as 100 years old," he said. "It's very un-
usual to find an old book that belongs to 
an organization that's still going." 

Gibson said she decided to give the 
book back for a number of reasons. She  

said the local Masonic Lodge is very sup-
portive of the community and was 
pleased to help another lodge. She also 
said it's common courtesy to return 
books that might belong to someone else. 

"If we find something unique or useful 
to somebody, we try to contact the owner 
or whoever might be interested in it," she 
said. 

There have been times when missing 
or lost books have been returned to In-
dian Trails in the past. Gibson said some-
one might check out a book before taking 
a vacation and leave it there, only to see 
it come back later. 

"It's a gesture of goodwill," she said. 

Richard Rasialieh/Pioneer Press 

This book made its way from 
the Masonic Temple in Phila-
delphia to the Indian Trails 
Public Library through a dona-
tion for the used book sale. 
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English Sunday at 2 p.m. at 
the Indian Trails Public 
Library. Limit of 90 adults. 
For additional information or 
to register for "A Concert of 
Classical Vocal Music," call 
(847) 459-4100. 

/ nee r. 

Teen 'Fall Contest' 
Stop by the Indian Trails 

Public Library and enter the 
Teen Zone "Fall Contest" to 
be held in October and 
November. Each month one 
winner will be drawn from all 
correct answers submitted. 
The winner of each monthly 
contest will win a personal 
compact-disc player. Call (847) 
459-4100 for additional 
information. The Indian Trails 
Public Library District is 
located at 355 S. Schoenbeck 
Road, Wheeling. 

Great Pumpkin logic 
The Great Pumpkin knows 

how many seeds it holds. Do 
you? Kids can come to the 
Indian Trails Public Library 
for a chance to win an 
autographed book by 
guessing the number of 
pumpkin seeds inside the 
pumpkin. The contest runs 
through Oct. 31 and is for 
children only. The person 
with the winning guess will be 
notified Nov. 1. Call (847) 
459-4100 for additional 
information or to register. 

Family Fun Night 
Family Fun Night will be 

held Friday from 6:30 p.m. to 
'1:15 p.m. at the Indian Trails 
Public Library. Join together 
for crafts, stories, films and 
fun. The program is especially 
recommended for children 
who are 3 years old and up, 
but all children and their 
siblings are invited to attend. 
All children must be 
accompanied by an adult or 
guardian. Registration is 
required. Limit of 50 
participants. Call (847) 
459-4100 for additional 
information or to register. 

Into the rain forest 
Kids can enjoy a rain forest 

adventure sponsored by 
Milwaukee Zoo called 
"Roundy's Pick'n Save's Care 
For Critters!" Saturday from 1 
p.m. to 1:45 p.m. at the Indian 
Trails Public Library. Those 
attending will have the 
opportunity to see an Amazon 
parrot, macaw, hawk, snake, 
African millipede and green 
iguana up close, and learn 
interesting facts about the 
rain forest. Registration is 
required. Limit of 75 
participants in kindergarten 
and up. Call (847) 459-4100 for 
additional information or to 
register. 

Classical vocal music  

Lyric Opera talk 
Representatives from 

Chicago's Lyric Opera Lecture 
Corps will be at the Indian 
Trails Public Library District 
at 7 p.m. Oct. 10. Patrons 
wishing to gain an 
appreciation for the 
background and music of the 
Lyric's 2002 performance of 
Cavallreia/Pagliacci should 
meet in the library's small 
meeting room. Registration is 
required and limited to 80 
adults. Call (847) 459-4100 for 
additional information or to 
register. 

Steinbeck's works 
Julio Tiritilli will lead a 

discussion of John 
Steinbeck's works including 
"The Red Pony," "The Pearl" 
and "The Grapes of Wrath" 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the 
small meeting room. Limit of 
35 adults. Call (847) 459-4100 
for additional information or 
to register. 

Let's Write Workshop 
Author and poet Jeanne 

Tolle will lead the Indian 
Trails Public Library District's 
Let's Write Writer's Workshop, 
which will meet from 10 a.m. 
to 11:45 a.m. Oct. 10. Tolle will 
share her experiences in 
getting published, as well as 
techniques for writing 
materials that will sell. Join 
fellow aspiring writers to 
share ideas and critique each 
other's works in a supportive 
atmosphere. Registration is 
required and limited to 15 
adults. Call (847) 459-4100 for 
additional information or to 
register. 

Teen book swap 
Join the Indian Trails 

Public Library Oct. 11 from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. for the first 
Teen Paperback Exchange. 
Teenagers bring books in 
good condition from home 
and are then able to trade for 
other gently used books from 
the book exchange. You can 
exchange books for coupons 
and use the coupons to pick 
up other books. 

A maximum of 10 
paperbacks can be exchanged 
at one time. All books not 
selected at the end of the 
exchange will be given to the 
Friends of the Library. Call 
(84) 459-4100 for additional  

rici- ,e55 r-/Pe 6 ,S /0 — 
The Wheeling-based 

Library Community 
Foundation is hosting its 
seventh annual Literary Circle 
beginning Oct. 14 at 
Glenbrook South High 
School, 4000 W. Lake Ave., 
Glenview. 

The series begins Oct. 14 
with Frances Mayes, whose •i 
number-one New York Times 
bestseller, "Under the Tuscan 
Sun," remained on the list for 
more than two years. It was 
followed by the memoir, 
"Bella Tuscany," also an 
international bestseller. Her, 
first novel, "Swan," which is 
set in her home state of 
Georgia, will be published in 
October. 

John Updike will appear - 
Nov. 19. He has written 
poetry, children's literature 
and literary essays, and was 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for 
"Rabbit is Rich." Updike's 
-Couples-  and "Witches of 
Eastwick" were made into 
feature films. 

Anchee Min will recount life 
in China and her journey to 
America Jan. 27. Min's 
memoir, "Red Azalea," 
described her life as a party 

Local Focus 
Cole Taylor sells trusts 
to Trust Co. of Illinois 

/o • - z5Z 
WHEELING — Cole Taylor Bank 

has sold its personal and employee 
benefit trust business to Trust Com-
pany of Illinois for an undisclosed 
sum. Glen Ellyn-based MI said Susan 

• Blyth will continue to manage the 
trusts. Cole Taylor has long planned 
to sell unprofitable trusts and transfer 
people into wealth management. 

, Cole Taylor's business had $180 mil-
lion in assets. TCI, whose annual 
revenue is $4 million, will manage 
$600 million after the acquisition. 

District 21 
rummage sale 
is Saturday 
at Riley School 

/0. 3-- e 

Believe that one man's junk can be 
another man's treasure? 

Then head to Riley Elementary 
School in Wheeling Township Ele-
mentary District 21 this weekend. 

A rummage 
sale Saturday will 
feature donated 
furniture, 
clothes, toys, 
books and col-
lectibles at 
reduced prices. 

The event will 
be from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Whatever 
is left by 2:15 p.m. 
will sell for 
50 percent off, 
officials said. 

Money from the sale will benefit 
Riley's Parent-Teacher Organization, 
which is hosting the event. 

The group has been hard at work 
this fall with several fund-raisers, 
including the Riley Run Fair a few 
weeks ago that brought in more 
than $5,000 for the school. 

Riley is at 1209 E. Burr Oak Drive 
in Arlington Heights. For details, call 
(847) 670-3400. 

Picking up the pace: Apparently the 
maintenance staff in District 21 is 
moving ahead of schedule with its 
plans to install new playground 
equipment at District 21's Field Ele-
mentary School inWheeling. 

Just a few weeks ago, som p e ar- 
ents were complaining that the 
$7,500 worth of new playground 
equipment that the school's PTO 
purchased a year ago still was sitting 
in storage, waiting for district offi-
cials to install it. 

While the District 21 administra-
tion said late last month that it was 
hoping to begin the project by 
November, Field's PTO President 
Theresa Cherry said she saw a trac-
tor on school grounds this week, 
working to uproot the old equip-
ment. 

"They're taking the old stuff out 
anti nutting the new stuff in." Cherry 

supporter of Mao's China. Her 
most recent novel, "Wild 
Ginger," was published in 
April. 

The season wraps up March 
31 with U.S. -Poet Laureate 
Billy Collins. His work has 
appeared in New Yorker, Paris 
Review and American 
Scholar, and he is as 
Guggenheim fellow and New 
York Public Library "Literary 
Lion." 

All prograLis start at 7:30 
p.m. and are held at 
Glenbrook South High 
School. 

Mayes will be the &est host 
for a special' 'uscan dinner 
before her le ture Oct. 14. The 
foundation f nd-raising event 
will take place at 5 p.m at Phil 
Steffani's Tuscany at 550 S. 
Milwaukee A.,Pe. in Wheeling. 
Tickets are $100 per person. 

For more it i'lzirrnazion Or 10 
purchase tickets, contact 
Anne Johnson at (847) 
353-7143. An order form and 
additional information is 
available on the foundation 
Web site at 
www.libraryconiniunityfoun- 
dation.org. 
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Mezzo soprano Elena Repp 
will sing classical and popular 
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Pete Miller's gets early nod ,c-y. e 2- 

The Wheeling Plan Commission gave its recommendation 
to allow Pete Miller's Steakhouse to open. 

The restaurant wants to open in the former Crawdaddy 
Bayou restaurant on North Milwaukee Avenue. Larry Huber 
said his company, the Clean Plate Club Restaurant Group, 
which owns Pete Miller's Steakhouse, plans to close the pur-
chasing deal on the building Oct. 11 and open the new restau-
rant in April. 

Huber said the new restaurant will be similar to the Pete 
Millpr's Steakhouse in Evanston. The Village Board must still 
give final approval for the project to continue. 

District 21 
rummage sale 
is Saturday 
at Riley School 

/0. 3- ,  
Believe that one man's junk can be 

another man's treasure? 
Then head to Riley Elementary 

School in Wheeling Township Ele-
mentary District 21 this weekend. 

A rummage 
sale Saturday will 
feature donated 
furniture, 
clothes, toys, 
books and col-
lectibles at 
reduced prices. 

The event will 
be from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Whatever 
is leftby 2:15 p.m. 
will sell for 
50 percent off, 
officials said. 

Money from the sale will benefit 
Riley's Parent-Teacher Organization, 
which is hosting the event. 

The group has been hard at work 
this fall with several fund-raisers, 
including the Riley Run Fair a few 
weeks ago that brought in more 
than $5,000 for the school. 

Riley is at 1209 E. Burr Oak Drive 
in Arlington Heights. For details, call 
(847) 670-3400. 

Picking up the pace: Apparently the 
maintenance staff in District 21 is 
moving ahead of schedule with its 
plans to install new playground 
equipment at District 21's Field Ele-
mentary School in Wheeling. 

Just a few weeks ago, some par-
ents were complaining that the 
$7,500 worth of new playground 
equipment that the school's PTO 
purchased a year ago still was sitting 
in storage, waiting for district offi-
cials to install it. 

While the District 21 administra-
tion said late last month that it was 
hoping to begin the project by 
November, Field's PTO President 
Theresa Cherry said she saw a trac-
tor on school grounds this week, 
working to uproot the old equip-
ment. 

"They're taking the old stuff out 
and putting the new stuff in," Cherry 
said. "We're all just thrilled." 

Currie Cutrer 
Our schools 

jlosts authors 
rioi799t-ipe ,; /0 

The Wheeling-based 
Library Community 
Foundation is hosting its • 
seventh annual Literary Circle 
beginning Oct. 14 at 
Glenbrook South High 
School, 4000 W. Lake Ave., 
Glenview. 

The series begins Oct. 14 
with Frances Mayes, whose 
number-one New York Times' 
bestseller, "Under the Tuscan 
Sun," remained on the list for 
more than two years. It was 
followed by the memoir, 
"Bella Tuscany," also an 
international bestseller. Her, 
first novel, "Swan," which 
set in her home state of 
Georgia, will be published in 
October. 

John Updike will appear -
Nov. 19. He has written 
poetry, children's literature 
and literary essays, and was 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for 
"Rabbit is Rich." Updike's 
"Couples" and "Witches of 
Eastwick" were made into 
feature films. 

Anchee Min will recount life 
in China and her journey to 
America Jan. 27. Min's 
memoir, "Red Azalea," 
described her life as a party 

supporter of Mao's China. Her 
most recent novel, "Wild 
Ginger," was published in 
April. • - 

The season wraps up March 
31 with U.S. ?oet Laureate 
Billy Collins. His work has 
appeared in New Yorker, Paris 
Review and American 
Scholar, and he is as 
Guggenheim fellow and New 
York Public Library "Literary 
Lion." 

All programs start at 7:30 
p.m. and are held at 
Glenbrook South High 
School. 

Mayes Will be the guest host 
for a special '7uscan dinner 
before her le lure Oct. 14. The 
foundation f nd-raising event 
will take place at 5 p.m at Phil 
Steffani's Tuscany at 550 S. 
Milwaukee Are. in Wheeling. 
Tickets are $100 per person. 

For more it formation c;:i 0 

purchase tickets, contact 
Anne Johnson at (8471 
353-7143. An order form and 
additional information is 
available on the foundation 
Web site at 
www.librarycommunityfoun-
dation.org. 
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Local Focus 
Cole Taylor sells trusts 
to Trust Co. of Illinois 

/o • y• a2 
WHEELING — Cole Taylor Bank 

has sold its personal and employee 
benefit trust business to Trust Com-
pany of Illinois for an undisclosed 
sum. Glen Ellyn-based TCI said Susan 
Blyth will continue to manage the 
trusts. Cole Taylor has long planned 
to sell unprofitable trusts and transfer 
people into wealth management. 
Cole Taylor's business had $180 mil-
lion in assets. TCI, whose annual 
revenue is $4 million, will manage 
$600 million after the acquisition. 



Views nary on volunteer background checks 
P/e2ne.e.f. Pes,s 

By KAREN BERKOWITZ 
STAFF WRITER 

- - Z_ 

Given the avalanche of sexual abuse 
revelations making headlines these 
lays, parents might be forgiven for de-
manding greater scrutiny of the adults 
who volunteer in schools or serve as 
chaperons on field trips. 

OUR SCHOOLS 

A push for criminal 13ckground 
checks of volunteers has come primar-
ily from national and state organiza-
tions, such as the National Parent-
Teacher Association. But the majority 
of school districts in the northwest 
suburbs have not adopted the practice, 
although at least one has taken the 
precaution for several years. 

Gary Mical, superintendent of 
Wheeling Elementary School District 
21, said the district does not run back-
ground checks on its volunteers. 

"In our case, we don't accept volun-
teers unless they are a parent or a rela-
tive of student, so we're covered under 
that umbrella," he said. "We're not 
going to let in some guy coming off 
the street asking to work with chil-
dren." 

Kildeer-Countryside Elementary 
School District 96 does not run back-
ground checks on volunteers, either. 

"We usually know all our volunteers 
who would be in the schools," said Dis-
trict 96 Superintendent Thomas Many. 
"Our volunteers are parents or other 
members of the school community." 

Evanston-Skokie School District 65 
has the same perception of its volun-
teer pool. 

"Most of our volunteers, we know," 
said Lynn McCarthy, assistant super-
intendent of operations for District 65. 
"It's not like we put up signs in the 
Jewel and say, 'Come work with our 
children.' Wp don't do that." 

---- While Illinois law requires criminal 
background checks of school employ-
ees and bus drivers who have regular 
contact with children, the law does not 
require districts to fingerprint or 
otherwise screen the background of 
people who volunteer. 

Aptakisic-Tripp School District 102 
saw the potential risk in that incongru-
ity. For the past four or five years, the 
district has done background checks 
on volunteers who regularly interact 
with the students. 

"It just came to our realization that 
some of our volunteers are having as 
much contact with the children as 
some of our part-time employees" who 
are subject tobackground checks, said 
James Walker Jr., District 102's assist-
ant superintendent for administrative 
services. "If we are going to be pru-
dent about our part-time employees, 
we should do the same for the volun-
teers who are going to be in the class-
room on an ongoing basis." 

The District 102 office usually re-
ceives a list of potential volunteers 
from the District 102 PTO. The names 
are checked with the state police for a 
criminal record. If the police note any-
thing suspicious or unusual, the per-
son's fingerprints are checked. Walker 
said he recalls no volunteers being re-
jected because of what the background 
check revealed. 

Those organizations that support 
the checks say they are overdue. 

"It's ironic that in this country, 
there is generally more screening re-
quirements for someone who will be 
brushing down horses at the racetrack 
than there are for someone who will be 
charged with protecting and training 
this nation's most valuable asset — its 
children," 'observed Ronald D. Ste-
phens, executive director of the Na-
tional School Safety Center. 

Both the Illinois PTA and the Na-
tional PTA support criminal back-
ground checks for school volunteers. 

A matter of trust 
"No one likes the fact that these 

measures need to be taken," said 
Sonia Hanson, director of PTA District 
21, which includes the northern sub-
urbs from Evanston to Highland Park, 
and extends westward to take in Des 
Plaines, Niles, Glenview and North-
brook. "Children attend school trust-
ing that no one will hurt them there. I 
personally feel that volunteering is a 
choice. If you don't like the back-
ground checks, then don't volunteer." 

The Illinois PTA worked in support 
of the 1986 measure mandating back-
ground checks of school employees. At 
the time, the organization supported 
background checks for school volun-
teers, Hanson noted. 

Currently, school districts must ini-
tiate a criminal background check at 
the time an employee is hired. If the 
screening reveals a conviction for any 
one of 21 separate criminal offenses 
spelled out in state law, the employ-
ment must be terminated. 

The requirement extends to outside 
employees, like school bus drivers, 
who have daily contact with children. 

Length of service 

The Illinois Association of School 
Boards advises school districts to 
screen the criminal backgrounds of 
volunteers if the commitment is ex-
pected to extend over a long period of 
time. 

"Generally, we tell school districts 
that if you have a volunteer on a short-
term basis, (a background check) is 
maybe not necessary," said Ben 
Schwarm, associate executive director 
of the association. "If you have longer-
term volunteers who are going to be 
there on a regular basis over an ex-
tended period of time, we suggest they 
have criminal background checks." 

In 1999, the Illinois General Assem-
bly cleared one hurdle for school dis-
tricts wishing to give volunteers the 
same scrutiny as school employees. 
Lawmakers expanded the Criminal 
Identification Act to require Illinois 
State Police to provide criminal back-
ground information on school volun-
teers. 

Some say too drastic 

Many school advocates, however, 
view criminal background checks for 
school volunteers as a drastic and 
costly way to address concerns that are 
better handled with common sense. 

"I think it would have a terrible ef-
fect on encouraging people to volun-
teer," said Mary Rita Luecke, a Dis-
trict 65 School Board member who 
chairs the Policy Committee. 

"It's an invasion of people'(s privacy, 
even for people who don't have any 
criminal background," Luecke said, 
noting that the process is expensive 
and hardly foolproof, since it 'identifies 
only people who have been arrested 
and convicted. 

"The safer way to address that prob-
lem is to never allow a child to be 
alone with an adult," said Luecke, a di-
rector-at-large of the Illinois Associa-
tion of School Boards' North Cook ex-
ecutive committee. 

Some advocates working in the vol-
unteer arena note that people con-
victed of sexual offenses already are 
identified on Web sites maintained by 
the state police and the Cook County 
Sheriff's Office. 

The cost of a check 
As for the expense, District 65 pays 

an outside firm, Sylvan Identix, to 
electronically fingerprint newly hired 
employees at a cost of $55 per persork.; 
The prints are compared with those on 
file with state and federal authorities. 

The elementary district spends 
about $4,000 a year on criminal back-
ground checks, while Evanston Town-
ship High School District 202 spends 
about $2,500. 

Helen Mardis, director of human re-
sources for District 65, said electronic 
fingerprinting has drastically reduced 
the turnaround time for a background 
check, from a matter of six or seven 
weeks to several days. 

Furthermore, the fingerprinting is 
far more reliable than the old method 
of checking criminal background 
based on name and Social Security 
number — a method rife with error po-
tential, since the job applicant could 
change one letter of a name or alter a. 
birth date by one year. 

School District 96 pays $4 per per-
son to conduct employee background 
checks over the Internet. District 102 
screens employee and volunteer candi-
dates' for a cost of $10 per person with 
the state police. Only if an irregularity 
is revealed, does either school district 
do the fingerprint check. 

— Staff writers Kimberly Fornek 
and Casey Moffitt contributed to this 
report. 

Wheeling man pleads guilty in two cases 
BY TONY GORDON a Buffalo Grove house and to drug 

.fispildiegai  Affairs Wiiter ie. y  •G'2_ possession for growing marijuana 
plants in Kildeer. 

Assistant State's Attorney Amy 
Meister Falbe said Tanich of 500 
Manda Lane, Apt. 502, was stopped 
byKildeer police who sawhim carry-
ing a shovel near Deerpark Mall just 
before 10 p.m. on June 21. 

Tanich told the officer his car was  

parked nearby. Fifteen recently dug 
up marijuana plants were found 
inside the vehicle. 

While on bond for that charge, 
Tanich broke into a house on the 
2200 block of Avalon Drive in Buffalo 
Grove and stole several credit cards 
belonging to a resident. 

He was arrested several days later 
when he tried to use of one of the  

cards, which had been reported 
stolen. 

Circuit Judge Mary Seminara 
Schostok approved a negotiation that 
provided Tanich with a five-year 
prison sentence for the burglary. It 
will also allow him to earn his release 
in as little as six months if he com-
pletes the prison boot camp 
program. 

A Wheeling man agreed to serve 
both a prison sentence and a term of 
probation Thursday in order to settle 
two criminal cases against him in 
Lake County court. 

Ilya Tanich, 27, pleaded guilty to 
residential burglary for breaking into 

Streamwood resident charged 
with stabbing Wheeling man 
BY SUE TER MART 
1X~ Herald Staff  Writer /0 , Z_, 

A Streamwood man was charged 
Tuesday with the stabbing death of a 
man killed at a birthday party over 
the weekend. 

Martin Rodriguez-Aguilar, 20, of 
the 1700 block of McKool Avenue, is 
facing one count of first-degree 
murder in the death of 23-year-old 
Hector Jimenez, aVVheeling man who 
died Sunday afternoon at St. Alexius 
Medical Center in Hoffman Estates,  

Hanover Park police said. 
Jimenez was stabbed twice in the 

chest at birthday party on the 2100 
block of Oak Avenue in Hanover Park, 
according to the medical examiner's 
report. Members of the same gang 
became angry at one of their own 
during the party and a knife fight 
broke out, a medical examiner's 
spokesman said. Police have not 
given details of how the fight esca-
lated and got out of hand. 

Hanover Park police tracked down 
Rodriguez-Aguilar on Sunday night  

and brought him in for questioning, 
said Hanover Park Deputy Chief 
Dean Norman. 

Rodriguez-Aguilar will be in bond 
court Wednesday at the Cook County 
Courthouse in Rolling Meadows, 
police said. No one else is expected to 
be charged in connection with the 
stabbing death, police said. 

An 18-year-old Carpentersville 
man was also stabbed, but he's recov-
ering from his injuries, police said. 
No charges have been filed regarding 
the second stabbing, Norman said. 
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Tough road 
tor District 21 

//..) - j 
la 1 g '1,-rnent.,ry School 

District 21 residents will see 
plenty of numbers thrown 
at them over the next 

:;everal months decribing a looming 
/)111 lget crisis. 

The school district is in a precarious 
fi I incial position, and officials are 
exploring ways to reverse trends that 
call for a $4.6 million deficit in the 
el!ication fund at the end of this 
se; ,,)01 'r r. The education fund pays 
many of the district's daily expenses 
a nd employee salaries. Teacher 
salaries and benefits make up nearly 
8 percent of the total education fund 

)ne option under consideration is to 
if ,venues by asking voters for an 

atinn fund tax increase next year. 
District 21 School Board has yet 

1,, decide on whether to seek a tax 
but officials say the money 

generated from a tax increase could 
solve their financial woes. 

Another option is to cut expenses, 
particularly those related to employee 
salaries and benefits. Last month, 
School Board members discussed a 
preliminary report that described a 
worst-case scenario of massive • 
employee layoffs, if revenues were not 
increased. That presentation indicated 
that 247 of the district's roughly 720 
full-time employee positions would be 
eliminated over the next three school 
years to offset the education fund 
deficit, which could grow over that 
time to more than $15 million. The 
majority of the positions that would 
have to be cut under the first 
sut:, iced to the board — are 
teaching jobs. 

There is no way the school district 
could continue to provide quality 
education if one-third of its staff is 
slashed. And School Board President 
Phil Pritzker said the School Board 
and the administration will do 
everything in their power to minimize 
any impact on staff if budget problems 
persist. 

We expect the school district to • 
avoid such drastic measures. If 
officials do indeed decide to seek a tax 
increase, they should also find ways to 
trim costs and prioritize spending. 
And we hope that the doomsday 
scenario of having to cut so many staff 
members is not being used to scare 
residents into voting for a tax 
increase. Using such tactics would 
erode the-district's credibility. 

neighboring high school systems, 
found that most have some sort of 
swearing-in system for members. 

She discovered that five of the dis-
tricts actually swear in the members 

_ 
7z- - 

Wildcats plan 'retro' homecoming 
Wheeling High School will gear up for Homecoming 2002, 

running Monday through Oct. 12, by decorating the halls at 9 
a.m. Saturday, to this year's theme, "Retro Romance." Class 
window painting will take place at 4 p.m. Sunday. 

The Wildcats will celebrate "Lazy Day" on Monday, as stu-
dents and staff dress in their most comfortable attire. On 
Tuesday, Wheeling will show its spirit by celebrating "Tie-Die 
Clothing Day." "Human Bowling". in the main hallway will 
keep the ball rolling during lunch. 

On "Retro Day" Wednesday, students and staff will sport 
clothing from the '60s and '70s. A Rubix Cube contest will be 
the featured lunchtime game. Mad Cat Volleyball will be held 
at 7 p.m. in the gymnasium, as students have the opportunity 
to-  form teams and compete against their peers in a tourna-
ment. The winning student team will face the faculty team on 
Thursday at the pep assembly. 
• Everyone is encouraged to pair up with a friend Oct. 10 and 

dress alike for "Twin Day." Karaoke will take place through-
out lunch hours. The pep assembly will begin at 2:20 p.m. in 
the gym, followed by parade float-building in the stadium 
from3to5p.m.  

"School Spirit Day" Oct. 11 will see the school decked out 
in.blue and gold. The coronation assembly will start at 9 a.m., 
presenting the homecoming court and finally, the king and 
queen. At 2:15 p.m., the traditional homecoming parade will 
step off in the school's back parking lot. 'A pregame presenta-
tion will take place at 6:30 p.m. in the Wildcat stadium prior 
to the 7:30 p.m. varsity football game against Buffalo Grove 
High School.'The varsity half-time show will feature the WHS 
band and poms, as well as a fireworks display. 

The spirited week will come to a close Oct. 13 with the 
homecoming dance in the gymnasium from 8 to 11 p.m. 

is 

There is 

no way the 

school dis-

trict could 
continue 

to provide 

quality ed-

ucation if 

one-tin rd 

of its start--

is slashed 

from the 

budget. 

EWS BRIEFS  
r .0.....Me0 

I  

w 

conference. 
Buffalo Grove and John Hersey 

high schools' bands have' been 
selected to perform at the 2003 Illi-
nois Music Educators All-State 
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.,..ubitguailyuerald.com  
College, military news: 
427-4494; best&brightest@ 
dailyherald.com  
Neighbor Fenotpost: 427-4580; 
neighborlet@dailyherald.com  

Col ( PLEASE NOTE: The Daily Herald 
„Flo  reserves the right to subsequent 
—1  publication of all submissions, in 
sar full or in part, through.he news-
fro paper's archives or any other 

electronic library. 
Ge 

Your Page 
wt in Neighbor every Monday. 

Send us your photos, your 
Yo poems, short essays, a report 
to from your vacation; pictures of 

I your grandchildren, your sports 
teams, anything you want to 
share. 
How to submit material: 
Call 427-4403; e-mail to 

D lzurawski@dailyheraid.com  
or mail to Your Page, 

$ c/o Luke Zurawski, P.O. Box 280, 

368-0380, Ext. 229. 
• Pediatric AIDS Foundation 

Bound Together by Hope fund-raiser 
6:30 p.m. Oct. 12; Harold Washingtor 
Library, 400 S. State St., Chicago 
$250. (847) 251-3818. 

• Suzanne's Friends — For Life, 
"Party With a Purpose": 7 to 11 p.m, 
Oct. 12; The Field museum, 1400 S. 
Lake Shore Drive, Chicago. $100 in 
advance; $110 at the door. Dinner b 
Wolfgang Puck, proceeds benefit the 
Leukemia research Foundation. 
(847) 424-0600. 

• National City Bank, Gala 2002: • 
6:30 p.m. Oct. 26; Hyatt Regency 
Chicago, 151 E. Wacker Drive. Pro-
ceeds benefit Cancer treatment 
research Foundation in Arlington 
Heights. (847) 342-7450. 

• Barrington Friends of Home of 
the Sparrow dinner dance gala, " An 
Evening Tapestry": 6 p.m. Nov. 6 
Sears, Roebuck & Co. Corporate 
Offices, Hoffman Estates. $135. (847) 
487-0931. 

• Monarch Awards Foundation of 
the Xi Nu Omega Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc, gala.: 6 
p.m. Nov. 2; Sheraton Chicago Hotel 

$2 million bond set in Hanover Park killing 
BY DAVE ORRICK / D -; • 01.-

Daziy Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

A Cook County judge Wednesday 
set bond at $2 million for a Stream-
wood man accused of fatally stabbing 
aWheeling man during an intra-gang 
dispute last weekend. 

Roberto Aguilar, 20, of 1706 
McKool Ave., is charged with first-
degree murder in connection with 
the death of Hector Jimenez, 23, who 
died Sunday afternoon of stab 
wounds after an overnight party in 
Hanover Park that turned violent, 
according to the Cook County med-
ical examiner's office. 

In asking Circuit Court Judge Karen 
Thompson Tobin for a high bond, 
prosecutor Shari Chandra said 
Aguilar, a Mexican citizen, has been in 
America illegally for five years and 
described him as a "great flight risk." 

Aguilar would need to post 
$200,000 to be released pending trial. 
His attorney, Assistant Public 
Defender Barry Lloyd, said his client 
has no money to post bond. 

One other man was stabbed, but 
no charges have been filed. That man 
received several stitches at St. Alexius 
Medical Center in Hoffman Estates 
and was released. 

Authorities said the stabbings fol- 

lowed an argument fanned by inter-
nal strife among members of the 
same gang who were attending a 
party. 

After being turned away from the 
party, Aguilar left, got a large knife and 
returned to the party, Chandra said. 
An argument between various gang 
members broke out, and Aguilar 
twice stabbed Jimenez, she said. 

Five people saw the stabbing, five 
others heard Aguilar say he did it, and 
Aguilar confessed to police, Chandra 
said. 

Aguilar, who is scheduled to appear 
in court Oct. 24, faces 20 to 60 years in 
prison if convicted. 
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District 21 residents will see 
plenty of numbers thrown 
at them over the next 

;everal months decribing a looming 
budget crisis. 

The school district is in a precarious 
financial position, and officials are 
exploring ways to reverse trends that 
call for a $4.6 million deficit in the 
education fund at the end of this 
school year. The education fund pays 
many of the district's daily expenses 
and employee salaries. Teacher 
salaries and benefits make up nearly 
85 percent of the total education fund 
expenses. 

(.)ne option under consideration is to 

There is 
no way the 
school dis-
trict could 
continue 
to provide 
quality ed-
ucation if 

Erin Holmes 
Our schools 

$2 million bond set in Hanover Park killing 
BY DAVE ORRICK / 0 -3 • 0 2 In asking Circuit Court Judge Karen 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs writer

Thompson Tobin for a high bond, 
lowed an argument fanned by inter-
nal strife among members of the 
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Wildcats plan 'retro' homecoming 
Wheeling High School will gear up for Homecoming 2002, 

running Monday through Oct. 12, by decorating the halls at 9 
a.m. Saturday, to this year's theme, "Retro Romance." Class 
window painting will take place at 4 p.m. Sunday. 

The Wildcats will celebrate "Lazy Day" on Monday, as stu-
dents and staff dress in their most comfortable attire. On 
Tuesday, Wheeling will show its spirit by celebrating "Tie-Die 
Clothing Day." "Human Bowling" in the main hallway will 
keep the ball rolling during lunch. 

On "Retro Day" Wednesday, students and staff will sport 
clothing from the '60s and '70s. A Rubix Cube contest will be 
the featured lunchtime game. Mad Cat Volleyball will be held 
at 7 p.m. in the gymnasium, as students have the opportunity 
to form teams and compete against their peers in a tourna-
ment. The winning student team will face the faculty team on 
Thursday at the pep assembly. 

Everyone is encouraged to pair up with a friend Oct. 10 and 
dress alike for "Twin Day." Karaoke will take place through-
out lunch hours. The pep assembly will begin at 2:20 p.m. in 
the gym, followed by parade float-building in the stadium 
from 3 to 5 p m. 

"School Spirit Day" Oct. 11 will see the school decked out 
in' blue and gold. The coronation assembly will start at 9 a.m., 
presenting the homecoming court and finally, the king and 
queen. At 2:15 p.m., the traditional homecoming parade will 
step off in the school's back parking lot. A pregame presenta-
tion will take place at 6:30 p.m. in the Wildcat stadium prior 
to the 7:30 p.m. varsity football game against Buffalo Grove 
High School. 'The varsity half-time show will feature the WHS 
band and poms, as well as a fireworks display. 

The spirited week will come to a close Oct. 13 with the 
homecoming dance in the gymnasium from 8 to 11 p.m. 

Come next spring, new Dist. 214 board membersiwill take oath of office 
Northwest Suburban High School 

District 214 board members typically 
have accepted the job with a will to 
do right and well. 

Now, they'll swear on it. 
The seven-member board has 

agreed that, from now on, new mem-
bers will take an oath of office before 
being formally seated. 

The practice will kick in for the first 
time after April's election. The exact 
wording of the board's oath has not 
yet been hammered out. 

The practice of members taking an 
oath is not uncommon. 

Board Secretary Sue Stronach, in 
an informal poll of nine District 214 
feeder elementary schools and 
neighboring high school systems, 
found that most have some sort of 
swearing-in system for members. 

She discovered that five of the dis-
tricts actually swear in the members  

and two have new 
members sign a 
code of ethics. 

Board member 
Alva Kreutzer was 
the first to pro-
pose the idea for 
the • District 214 
board, saying that 
it seemed fitting 
to have some type 
of ceremony 
when a new 
member joins. 

Big bands: Two out of three. Not bad. 
Especially when you're talking sym-
phonic bands at a top state music 
conference. 

Buffalo Grove and John Hersey 
high schools' bands have' been 
selected to perform at the 2003 Illi-
nois Music Educators All-State  

Conference in Peoria next year. 
Only three bands statewide were 

selected, from about 20 entries. 
The conference will host thou-

sands of music students and teachers 
from across the state. 

Get on those dogs: Are your shoes 
made for walkin'? Because that's 
what they should do. 

Today is Walk to School Day, so do 
your part. If it's too late notice for 
today, tomorrow will suffice. 

If it's walking distance, of course. 
Need an incentive? 
The Web site for the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
pointsout that even moderate exer-
cise can boost your health. 

Read more about Walk to School 
Day at www.walIctoschool-usa.org. 

Spotted: Prospect Marching Knights  

director Dave Morrison, in the Sep-
tember edition of The 
Instrumentalist magazine. 

Morrison was one of four directors 
interviewed in an article discussing 
their views on developing an out-
standing marching band. 

The five-page, question-and-
answer article asks Morrison 
questions about things like incorpo-
rating the fundamentals — like 
breath support and tone quality— in 
rehearsals; the quest to win competi-
tions; and the differences between 
his approaches to teaching concert 
and marching band. 

And the final question: What steps 
do you take to avoid becoming 
burned out as a director? 

Morrison's answer: "I decided long 
ago to make rehearsals enjoyable. 
Music certainly takes discipline, but 
when I have fun, students have fun." 

"Music certainly takes 

• cipline, but when I have fun, 

students have fun." 

Dave Morrison, 
Prospect Marching Knights director 

Morrison is in his 25th year as 
director at Prospect High School; his 
group has won a state competition at 
the University of Illinois for 19 years 
... and counting. 

New Prospect Principal Karen 
Rogers forwarded me a copy of The 
Instrumentalist article, calling the 
school's band program "truly amaz-
ing" and saying Morrison definitely 
deserves a tribute. 

"I think he's had just an incredible 
career and made so many contribu- 

tiOns," she said. 

Condolences: Alvin 'Al" Weber, 
former member of the Rolling Meac 
ows.  High SchOol family, has die 
after a bout with cancer. 

Weber served as building an 
grounds supervisor at the schol 
from July 1984 until June 2001. 

In a tribute published in the Sei 
tember edition of the schoo 
parent newsletter, he's remember( 
as a "wonderfully warm and carit 
man" who was willing to help anyoi 
who sought his help. 

'Al had fun helping others ha 
fun," the write-up says. 

Services were held earlier ti 
month. He will be missed. 

• Contact Erin Holmes with news 
tips or ideas at (847) 427-4488 or a 
eholmes@dailyherald.corn. 
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Mayors' 
group 
grades 
pols p, on aem leeSS 

By ANDREA L BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 

GoT.3 ooa, 
If the concerns of munici-

palities in and around the 
northwest suburbs also cap-
ture the attention and support 
of state lawmakers, those leg-
islators deserve recognition. 

POLITICS 

Legislator Grade 

Sen. Wendell Jones (R-27th) B 
Sen. Doris Karpiel (R-25th) B 
Sen. Dick Klemm (R-32nd) A 
Sen. Terry Link (D-30th) A 
Sen. Bill Peterson (R-26th) A 
Sen. James "Pate" Philip (R-23rd) A 
Sen. Steven Rauschenberger (R-33rd) A 
Sen. David Sullivan (R-28th) A 

Rep. Suzanne Bassi (R-54th) C 
Rep. Mark Beaubien (R-52nd) C 
Rep. Carolyn Krause (R-56th) A 
Rep. Rosemary Kurtz (R-64th) C 
Rep. Patricia Reid Lindner (R-65th) D 
Rep. Sidney Mathias (R-51st) B 
Rep. Karen May (R-60th) A 
Rep. Carole Pankau (R-49th) B 
Rep. Terry Parke (R-53rd) C 
Rep. Kathleen Wojcik (R-45th) C 

NWMC grades legislators 
The Northwest Municipal Conference, a collection of 50 mayors and 
township officials, recently released their report grading legislators 
representing the northwest suburbs. The legislators were judged based 
on their votes on legislation deemed important to the interests of local 
government services and taxes. 
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Home day-care may face new limits 

• 

r 0 n  e,e9" By CASEY MOFFITT 

"D STAFF WRITER 
re..ss . 3 e-, z 

The Wheeling Plan Commission is proposing a 
change to the v'" ge's home child-care ordinance 
that reduces the .,umber of children allowed in a 
home to eight from 12. 

Commissioners based their opinion on traffic and 
noise impacts, and their concern that some home 
day-care providers hire people to work for them. The 
Plan Commission did not conduct a formal study of 
each home day care in the village, however. 

Commissioners debated the changes at a meeting 
Sept. 26. One of their primary concerns — that of 
providers hiring employees to work at the home —
stems from a village ordinance that prohibits such a 
practice. 

Illinois Department of Children and Family Serv-
ices regulations, however, call for additional staff if a 
home child-care provider cares for more than five 
children under the age of 6. DCFS regulations also 
say that a home child-care provider cannot serve 
more than eight children alone, with no more than 
two being under the age of 30 months. Agency regu-
lations state that a home day-care provider can have 
up to 12 children in the home with one part-time as-
sistant. 

Adding to the confusion is the village's classifica-
tion of home day-care centers as different from other  

home businesses. That difference currently allows 
home day-care providers to hire employees, said Vil-
lage Planner Jeff Harris. 

The commissioners also had other concerns. They 
agreed that 12 children in one home is too many. 

"The biggest worry I have is emergencies," Plan 
Commission Chairman Ken Brady said. 

Brady said he once lived near a home that pro-
vided child care for 12 children, and the noise of 
horns honking, traffic and children playing outside 
was too much for the neighborhood. 

"When you look at some of our subdivisions, 
sometimes there's only about five feet from some-
one's window from a backyard," Brady said. "We 
owe something to the neighbors." 

All commissioners agreed that home child care is 
a valuable service that needs to be offered in the 
community. The Plan Commission worked with Iris 
Kaitschuck, president of the Illinois Association for 
Family and Children, and Linda Waycie of the Chil-
dren's Home and Aid Society, a partner with the Day 
Care Action Council of Illinois, in order to find a 
suitable number of children allowed in a home child-
care setting. 

Both said they were pleased with the commis-
sion's decision. 

"It's a good compromise," Waycie said. "Obvi-
ously, they were concerned with the (hiring of) em-
ployees." 

Waycie said she believed a home day-care pro-
vider can run a profitable business with. eight chil- 
dren, and Kaitschuck feared that allowing less than 
eight children could prompt more home day-care 
providers to ignore obtaining a license and go "un-
derground" with their business. 

"Then they wouldn't bother to get the training," 
she said. "More training means better quality of 
care." 

Commissioners held off on sending a formal rec-
ommendation to the Village Board, which will have 
final say on any new local day-care regulations. 
There are some people in the village that are li-
censed to care for more than eight children, and 
commissioners debated whether they wanted to 
make exceptions for those providers or set a date the 
ordinance would take effect for all. Commissioners 
want an opinion from the village attorney before 
making a recommendation to the Village Board. 
Commissioners hope to get that opinion for their 
Oct. 24 meeting. 

The Village Board asked the Plan Commission 
earlier this year to review the home day-care ordi-
nance after Wheeling resident Lynda Claver re-
ceived a new home child-care license. Claver was li-
censed to care for 12 children before she moved to a 
different home in Wheeling. When she reapplied for 
her license, the Village Board dropped the number 
of children she could care for to eight, saying 12 was 
too many for one home. • 

a That's the thinking behind 
the Northwest Municipal Con- 
ference report cards, which 
bestowed a record number of 
"A's" to state legislators who 
voted in line with the confer-
ence on key issues. 

The Northwest Municipal 
Conference, which encom- 
passes 45 towns and five town-
ships in the north and north-
west suburbs, has been 
grading state representatives 
and senators since 1992. The 
last report card came out two 
years ago. 

Forty members of the Illi-
nois General Assembly were 
graded on how they voted. 
Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives voted on 20 bills 
that interested the Northwest 
Municipal Conference. State 
senators voted on 14 such 
bills. 

The high marks are the re-
sult of a combination of ef-
forts, said Arlene Mulder, Ar-
lington Heights village 
president and also this year's 
Municipal Conference presi-
dent. 

"There were more people 
who got A's and B's," Mulder 
said. "I think it's a testament 
to the fact we probably com-
municated more effectively 
with our legislators." 

Because suburban officials 
are doing a better job of 
promoting their communities' 
interests, legislators are more 
aware of issues affecting the 
suburbs, Mulder said. 

"I would have legislators 
who said, 'Arlene, we know 
what you're calling about,' " 

Source: Northwest Municipal conference 

Wheeling has two 
good friends in 
Springfield —
Terry Link and 
Karen May. We've 
been really 
fortunate to have 
them there. 

Village President 
Greg Klatecki 

said both were deserving of 
making the grade. 

"Wheeling has two good 
friends in Springfield — Terry 
Link and Karen May," he said. 
"We've been really fortunate 
to have them there." 

The report cards gave extra 
credit for support of legisla-
tion affecting local revenues, 
such as simplifying local tele-
communications taxes, mak-
ing it easier for Internet retail-
ers to comply with state sales 
tax laws and exempting some 
corporate taxpayers from a 
federal tax break. 

The conference placed more 
weight on votes that had an 
impact on infrastructure and 
maintenance issues, such as 
providing new state grants for 
urban planning and local pres-
ervation and requiring the 

Pioneer Press / chc 

associated with the issues that 
affect municipalities was one 
tactic conference members 
used to help legislators under-
stand the municipalities' 
viewpoints, Mulder said. 

"The key message to our 
legislators has always been: 
`These are important issues 
when you're talking specifi-
cally about dollars,' " Mulder 
said. 

A variety of other issues 
were considered, including 
legislation to uphold local 
truck weight ordinances, re-
quire high-rise building own-
ers to write evacuation plans 
for the disabled and allow 
local governments to continue 
to receive photo processing 
revenues the state was consid-
ering usurping to balance its 
budget. 

Networking between con-
ference members and state 
lawmakers included meetings 
in which local mayors would 
meet with legislators repre-
senting a specific region and 
review the issues. 

"They will listen to their 
mayors that they represent 
because they represent such a 
large part of their constitu-
ency," Mulder said. "There's 
more of a give and take back 
and forth in working with our 
legislators." 

She also noted that the leg-
islative grants of a few years 
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NWMC grades legislators 
The Northwest Municipal Conference, a collection of 50 mayors and 
township officials, recently released their report grading legislators 
representing the northwest suburbs. The legislators were judged based 
on their votes on legislation deemed important to the interests of local 
government services and taxes. 

rrn)  
Legislator Grade 

Sen. Wendell Jones (R-27th) B 
Sen. Doris Karpiel (R-25th) B 

o Sen. Dick Klemm (R-32nd) A 
Sen. Terry Link (0-30th) A 

-ri Sen. Bill Peterson (R-26th) A 
Sen. James "Pate" Philip (R-23rd) A 
Sen. Steven Rauschenberger (R-33rd) A 
Sen. David Sullivan (R-28th) A 

0 
Rep. Suzanne Bassi (R-54th) C 
Rep. Mark Beaubien (R-52nd) C 
Rep. Carolyn Krause (R-56th) A 

C) Rep. Rosemary Kurtz (R-64th) C 
Rep. Patricia Reid Lindner (R-65th) D 
Rep. Sidney Mathias (R-51st) B 
Rep. Karen May (R-60th) A 
Rep. Carole Pankau (R-49th) B 

r
-v- 11 - 1 

Rep. Terry Parke (R-53rd) C 
Rep. Kathleen Wojcik (R-45th) C 

• 

providers hiring employees to work at the home —
stems from a village ordinance that prohibits such a 
practice. 

Illinois Department of Children and Family Serv-
ices regulations, however, call for additional staff if a 
home child-care provider cares for more than five 
children under the age of 6. DCFS regulations also 
say that a home child-care provider cannot serve 
more than eight children alone, with no more than 
two being under the age of 30 months. Agency regu-
lations state that a home day-care provider can have 
up to 12 children in the home with one part-time as- 
sistant. 

Adding to the confusion is the village's classifica- 
tion of home day-care centers as different from other 

owe something to the neighbors." 
All commissioners agreed that home child care is 

a valuable service that needs to be offered in the 
community. The Plan Commission worked with Iris 
Kaitschuck, president of the Illinois Association for 
Family and Children, and Linda Waycie of the Chil-
dren's Home and Aid Society, a partner with the Day 
Care Action Council of Illinois, in order to find a 
suitable number of children allowed in a home child-
care setting. 

Both said they were pleased with the commis-
sion's decision. 

"It's a good compromise," Waycie said. "Obvi-
ously, they were concerned with the (hiring of) em-
ployees." 

commissioners e e ated wnetner tney wanteu 
make exceptions for those providers or set a date the 
ordinance would take effect for all. Commissioners 
want an opinion from the village attorney before 
making a recommendation to the Village Board. 
Commissioners hope to get that opinion for their 
Oct. 24 meeting. 

The Village Board asked the Plan Commission 
earlier this year to review the home day-care ordi-
nance after Wheeling resident Lynda Claver re-
ceived a new home child-care license. Claver was li-
censed to care for 12 children before she moved to a 
different home in Wheeling. When she reapplied for 
her license, the Village Board dropped the number 
of children she could care for to eight, saying 12 was 
too many  for one home. • 

Mayors' 
group 
grades 
pols 

By ANDREA L. BROWN 

STAFF WRITER 
0Cd . 3 , 
If the concerns of munici-

palities in and around the 
northwest suburbs also cap-
ture the attention and support 
of state lawmakers, those leg-
islators deserve recognition. 

POLITICS 

That's the thinking behind 
the Northwest Municipal Con- 
ference report cards, which 
bestowed a record number of 
"A's" to state legislators who 
voted in line with the confer-
ence on key issues. 

The Northwest Municipal 
Conference, which encom-
passes 45 towns and five town-
ships in the north and north-
west suburbs, has been 
grading state representatives 
and senators since 1992. The 
last report card came out two 
years ago. 

Forty members of the Illi-
nois General Assembly were 
graded on how they voted. 
Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives voted on 20 bills 
that interested the Northwest 
Municipal Conference. State 
senators voted on 14 such 
bills. 

The high marks are the re-
sult of a combination of ef-
forts, said Arlene Mulder, Ar-
lington Heights village 
president and also this year's 
Municipal Conference presi-
dent. 

"There were more people 

who got A's and B's," Mulder 
said. "I think it's a testament 
to the fact we probably com-
municated more effectively 
with our legislators." 

Because suburban officials 
are doing a better job of 
promoting their communities' 
interests, legislators are more 
aware of issues affecting the 
suburbs, Mulder said. 

"I would have legislators 
who said, 'Arlene, we know 
what you're calling about,' " 
Mulder said. "That was com-
forting to know we were get-
ting our message out as may-
ors." 

State Sen. Terry Link, D-
30th, and State Rep. Karen 
May, R-60th, represent the 
majority of Wheeling in 
Springfield and both received 
"A's" for their efforts. Wheel-
ing President Greg Klatecki 

Source: Northwest Municipal Conference 

Wheeling has two 
good friends in 
Springfield —
Terry Link and 
Karen May. We've 
been really 
fortunate to have 
them there. 5 

Village President 
Greg Klatecki 

said both were deserving of 
making the grade. 

"Wheeling has two good 
friends in Springfield — Terry 
Link and Karen May," he said. 
"We've been really fortunate 
to have them there." 

The report cards gave extra 
credit for support of legisla-
tion affecting local revenues, 
such as simplifying local tele-
communications taxes, mak-
ing it easier for Internet retail-
ers to comply with state sales 
tax laws and exempting some 
corporate taxpayers from a 
federal tax break. 

The conference placed more 
weight on votes that had an 
impact on infrastructure and 
maintenance issues, such as 
providing new state grants for 
urban planning and local pres-
ervation and requiring the 
state to test a quieter train 
whistle if the federal govern-
ment mandates locomotives to 
sound horns at all crossings. 

Another key issue was re-
quiring state licenses for gun 
dealers. 

"We really lobbied hard on 
those," Mulder said. 

Providing legislators with 
specific information and costs 

Pioneer Press / chc 

associated with the issues that 
affect municipalities was one 
tactic conference members 
used to help legislators under-
stand the municipalities' 
viewpoints, Mulder said. 

"The key message to our 
legislators has always been: 
`These are important issues 
when you're talking specifi- 
cally about dollars,' " Mulder 
said. 

A variety of other issues 
were considered, including 
legislation to uphold local 
truck weight ordinances, re-
quire high-rise building own-
ers to write evacuation plans 
for the disabled and allow 
local governments to continue 
to receive photo processing 
revenues the state was consid-
ering usurping to balance its 
budget. 

Networking between con-
ference members and state 
lawmakers included meetings 
in which local mayors would 
meet with legislators repre-
senting a specific region and 
review the issues. 

"They will listen to their 
mayors that they represent 
because they represent such a 
large part of their constitu-
ency," Mulder said. "There's 
more of a give and take back 
and forth in working with our 
legislators." 

She also noted that the leg-
islative grants of a few years 
ago, when the state had sur-
plus revenues, helped bring 
local communities and their 
needs to the forefront. 

"We're sitting down and 
talking through it," Mulder 
said. "They want to know 
what's going on in our com-
munities." 

— Staff writer Casey Moffitt 
contributed to this report.  
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Pilot system suggested 
to curb Palwaukee din 
BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily I leralll Vail Writer 6 e, 

Putting public pressure on pilots 
who don't "fly quiet" and rewarding 
pilots who do are two ways Palwau-
kee Municipal Airport could reduce 
airplane noise. 

A community group formed to 
improve the relationship between 
Palwaukee and its neighbors rec-
ommends giving awards and 
discounts for the quietest planes 
that fly at Palwaukee and posting 
lists in public places of repeat noise 
offenders. 

The group called the Palwaukee 
Community Engagement Council, 
or PACE, also suggests using soft-
ware at the airport to track problem 
flyers as they take off and land and to 
change flight patterns to shift flights 
over the Prospect Heights Forest 
Preserve and away from homes. 

The council made the recom- 
• rnendations during this week's 
twice yearly meeting of Palwaukee 
managers, airport commissioners 
and Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
officials meant to inform the towns 
that own the airport of develop-
ments at Palwaukee. 

Council members were gratified 
that airport and town officials 
praised their ideas, they said. How-
ever, the council wants to make sure 
it gets more than a pat on the back 
for its efforts. 

"We need to establish a formal 
procedure so we get feedback on 
how the commission is going to act 
on our ideas," said Bob Dourlain, the 
Wheeling council member who put 
together the noise presentation. "If 
they don't go anywhere, we need to 
know why." 

Prospect Heights 5th Ward Alder-
man and council member Darlene 

Ahlstedt agreed. Council volunteers 
"aren't in it for the glory," she said. 
"We want results." 

Palwaukee formed the council ill 
May as a community outreach effort 
to involve residents and airport tett-
ants in shaping the airport's future. 

It's an advisory council that makes 
recommendations to the airport 
commission, which sets Palwaukee 
policy. 

One of the first orders of business 
for the fledgling council was to set 
up a noise subcommittee to address 
residents' noise concerns. That sub-
committee made the noise 
recommendations to the airport 
commission. 

It bodes well that Acting Airport 
Manager Dennis Rouleau has 
already spoken to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration about changing 
flight patterns at the airport, said 
Dourlain, co-chairman of the noise 
subcommittee. 

Now, the council is looking to do 
more. 

At the group's follow-up meeting 
Thursday, the group decided to form 
other committees dedicated to 
investigating whether the airport 
provides economic benefits to sur-
rounding communities and also to 
improving council communica-
tions with the public. 

"I think a lot of the community 
doesn't know we exist," said Warren 
Sunde, a resident who joined the 
council as a community advocate 
after years of publicly criticizing 
Palwaukee. 

The council continues to wel-
come new members. Call council 
coordinator Robert Mark for more 
information, (847) 537-2580, Ext. 
160. Reach the Palwaukee Airport 
Noise Complaint Hotline by calling 
(847) 537-2580, Ext. 159.. 

District 21 wants 
a face-to-face 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

/d' , /O, i' 2  

The Wheeling Elementary 
School District 21 administra-
tion is inviting the public to 
two state-of-the-schools meet-
ings to be held Oct. 15 and 
Oct. 29. 

The meetings will showcase 
the educational programs of-
fered to students and lay out 
the financial health of the dis-
trict, said Superintendent 
Gary Mical. The meetings also 
will allow those in attendance 
to break into small groups to 
look at some of the issues the 
district is facing and work on 
possible solutions, Mical said. 

"We're trying to engage the 
public," Mical said. "We want 
the public to have more un-
derstanding of the issues and 
more support• for the solu-
tions." 

Two big issues the School 
Board will have to work on 
fhk vAir include finances and 
school boundaries. The board 
is considering asking voters 
for a tax increase to help the 
district solve its financial 
problems. The board also will 

be looking at school bounda-
ries to alleviate overcrowding 
in east-side schools. Both is-
sues will be addressed at the 
meetings. 

Phil Pritzker, District 21 
board president, said both the 
district and the community 
stand much to gain through 
the meetings. 

"We want to bring the pub-
lic in to let them know what's 
going on in the district," he 
said. "It's also an opportunity 
for the public to give feedback 
to us." 

Pritzker said similar meet-
ings have been held in the 
past, specifically when the dis-
trict wanted to reopen London 
Middle School. 

He also said there is a 
greater emphasis to get public 
input on school-related issues. 
While interviewing for a su-
perintendent last year, 
Pritzker said the board was 
looking for a candidate who 
can engage the public in face-
to-fact' dialogue. 

"Gary's experience and 
background, and a personal 
conviction that community 
engagement is a strong coin- 

(Continued on page 10) 
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.• District 21 Continued from page 8 

ter," he said. "The larger the 
group, it will be more repre-
sentative of the total popula-
tion." 

Both meetings are sched-
uled to begin at 7 p.m. and 
will run for about two hours. 
Both will held at London Mid-
dle School, 1001 W. Dundee 
Road, Wheeling. For more in-
formation about the state-of-
the-school meetings, call the 
superintendent's office at 
(847) 520-2727. • 
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ponent of running a school 
• district, will help us achieve 

that plal," Pritzker said. "We 
felt it was appropriate in the 

• fall, when he's had a few 
months under his belt,, to do 
something like this." 

Mical said there may be 
similar meetings in the future 
held on a regular basis. He 

• also said the meetings should 
generate a lot of interest from 
the public. 

"The more people, the bet- 



District 214 sets course 
to ban tutoring for pay 

Two hurt when 
SUV leaves road, 
lands near home 

BY ERIN HOLMES 

Daily Herald Staff Writer /p,.../7_0 2 

The Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214 board Thursday 
directed its staff to write a policy that 
would ban district teachers from 
tutoring district students privately for 
pay. 

The policy now allows intradistrict 
tutoring as long as it is approved by 
the principal in accordance with dis-
trict guidelines. 

Exactly what those guidelines 
should be — there are none now —
was the intended subject of the 
board's discussion. 

Thursday's verdict was delivered 
with the idea that such private 
tutoring, which does go on now, 
can create conflicts of interest, be 
unfair to those who can't afford 
the option and stir problems 
between the schools and parents 
who may be dissatisfied with the 
tutoring. 

Some board members said they'd 
instead favor adding broader tutor-
ing programs, like the Saturday 
morning academy now used at 
Prospect High, to help kids. 

"I'd rather see something for all 
than something for few," member 
Alva Kreutzer said. "I really believe 
that if students need tutoring, then 
we should consider tutoring that 
would be available for all students. If 
out students need assistance, they 
shouldn't need to pay for a private 
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tutor." 
Board Vice President Bill Dussling 

pointed out numerous merits of that 
kind of controlled program— among 
them the fact that the effectiveness of 
the tutoring would be more easily 
measured. 

The discussion stemmed from a 
proposed revision of the district's 
existing tutoring policy, which sug-
gested criteria by which district 
teachers would be allowed to tutor 
district students. 

The suggestions called for banning 
teachers from privately tutoring any 
student in their own class, limiting 
where teachers could advertise their 
tutoring availability and requiring 
that all tutoring be approved by the 
principal. 

"We didn't have any established 
procedures," said Elk Grove High 
Principal Raymond Broderick, who 
presented the proposal to the board. 
"That was our problem." 

But board members Thursday 
voiced numerous concerns with the 
proposed guidelines — some saying 
they were too complex and still didn't 
eliminate the potential for myriad 
conflicts — before' the majority 
agreed to direct staff to rewrite the 
policy to ban academic, intradistrict 
paid private tutoring. 

No new policy has been drafted, 
n9r been finally approved. Details, 
such as how banning tutoring may 
affect specialised programs like 
music, have not been ironed out. 

&Jr `ft  OC)1., 
BY RHONDA SCIARRA 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A Buffalo Grove man lost control of 
his vehicle just before midnight 
Wednesday, clipped the corner of a 
Wheeling home and landed upside 
down wedged between two other 
houses. 

No one inside the homes, includ-
ing an 8-month old, his -sister and 
mother who slept in a room struck 
by the sport utility vehicle, were 
hurt. 

The driver of the vehicle, Jordan L 
Jones, 20, lost consciousness after 
the crash and was taken to Advocate 
Lutheran General Hospital in Park 
Ridge early Thursday, said Wheeling 
Deputy Police Chief J. Michael 
Hermes. 

A passenger, Kenneth K. Hobbs, 
18, of Prospect Heights, ran from the 
accident but was later found by 
police and taken to Holy Family 
Medical Center in Des Plaines, 
Hermes said. 

Jones remained in critical condi-
tion at Advocate Lutheran General 
Hospital. 

Hobbs was treated and released 
from Holy Family Thursday, hospital 
officials said. 

The accident happened at 11:58 
p.m. at Wheeling Avenue and Cres-
cent Drive, authorities said. 

Jones told police he was driving 
his 2001 Ford Explorer Carryall east 
on Dundee Road and turned right 
onto Wheeling Avenue, thinking it 
would connect to Hintz Road, 
Hermes said. 

Jones said he was traveling about 
40 mph on Wheeling Avenue, went 
to change a compact disc, looked up 
and saw two other vehicles parked 
along the street, Hermes said. 

He tried to downshift the SUV, 

"I thought it was a bomb. 
I was worried about my 

children — they are my life." 
Jasvir Kaur, who was asleep 

in a downstairs bedroom with her 
8-month-old son and daughter, 9 

Jones told police, and that is when 
the vehicle left the roadway, Hermes 
said. 

'And he woke up upside down," 
Hermes said. 

Residents of the houses the vehi-
cle struck woke up to the crash as 
well, including Jasvir Kaur, who was 
in a downstairs bedroom with her 8-
month-old son and daughter, 9. 

The SUV clipped the corner of the 
house at 367 Crescent Drive, knock-
ing out bricks and causing a crack in 
the bedroom walls, Kaur said. 

"I thought it was a bomb," she 
said. 

"I was worried about my children 
— they are my life." 

Across the street, Eric Fischer, was 
asleep on a couch in his living room 
when the SUV landed on foliage 
between his house and another. 

The impact pushed a tree into a 
downstairs window, breaking it, he 
said. 

"It threw stuff off the walls," Fis-
cher said. 

Neighbors where the crash hap-
pened say cars speeding and 
driving recklessly have been a prob-
lem for several years. 

"People fly through here like it's a 
raceway," Fischer said. "It's amaz-
ing!' 

No charges have been filed. The 
crash remains under investigation. 

• 

VD 
CO .4.  r- 1- 

e) l' r•-• E ,-) 
r) 

 ,..... 
et  
CV 

• CN1 c0, 4-  E 
w •-• to c.)  

7, sliS .0 CZI V s- t = 
▪  v) I.°  .c 

CC 
L N Es 

. -6 1-- — 
▪ .— co ,_ •cr (3) 
i .ht 3 Ca ,,, 
. (...) ....., "0 •••• >, 13 . co ciFy ) .0 a)  i) ) 

; 
t v.. • ta T; 

ti)  

4 .1i 11,) 
.g 8!----00---, •5 09 _ I.—  111 
.G E%g E ''' 

9C4-w t 

2  AN`g40 `,1•3'.*So› (6  a,  

5",,, 5 z;-5.-,,  5 0 ,.., - 0, .0 co  -5  ja 0.)  ,,,, 
;114t.eltITag;) S 

D. ii,  EA  
0  ...„, .... . 0 C_.;1 - cn .--. 

!.=-1 KI -Cig 5 ,.. 8 0 
U g:  E., -eA ,g , ° C.' 2 8 

'a7 o o 

"cs 

.8 3.  8 c.),4 C  
P. WO C.) C0 .0 

District 214 enrollment 

School 2002 
Buffalo Grove High School 2,226 
Elk Grove High School 1,904 
Hersey High School 1,942 
Prospect High School 1,948 
Rolling Meadows High School 1,815 
Wheeling High School 1,857 
Nipper Career Center 107 
Forest View Alt. School 83 
Vanguard School 91 
Total 11,973* 

BY ERIN HOLMES 
Daily Herald StaffWriter ,./e e7 

At the bottom of the ninth, the 
classrooms were loaded. Again. 

This game is getting predictable. 
The official 2002 Northwest High 

School District 214 enrollment count, 
taken at the end of September, shows 
more than 12,170 students sitting in 
classes in high schools and alterna-
tive programs this year, up about 330 
kids from the school year before. 

Adding in students served by out-
of-district special education 
programs brings the grand total to 
12,408 — a figure that falls short of 
projections by only seven students 
and reflects a 2.5 percent growth. 

A decade ago, the district was sit-
ting comfortably with about 2,000 
fewer students than this; it's grown 
steadily since then, with this year 
posting the highest total since the  

2002 
2001 Difference Projection 
2,103 +123 2,133 
1,876 +28 1,902 
1,918 +24 1,963 
1,905 +43 2,000 

.1,842 -27 1,886 
1,811 +46 1,835 

80 +27 110 
71 +12 75 

103 -12 100 
11,709 +264 12,004 

predicted student boom. 
"So far, so good," Associate Super-

intendent Jim Popernik said, saying 
enrollment numbers now show that 
project, which got started this spring; 
was a necessity. 

The biggest change this year came 
at Buffalo Grove High School, already 
the district's most populated school, 
where enrollment climbed by more 
than 120 students. 

The main culprit is the freshman 
class, which, at about 660 students, is 
unusually large and considerably 
bigger than the 460-member Class of 
2002 that graduated last year. 

"This is exactly what we expected," 
Principal Carter Burns said. 'And we 
will continue to grow next year." 

At Rolling Meadows High School, 
meanwhile, enrollment dropped by 
nearly 30 students, a scenario 
Popernik said was "just a blip." 

The Sent to enrnlImpnt ficrilrac 

City moves to mend airport rift: 
Prospect Heights hopes that taking 
the "high road" in an annexation 
dispute with Wheeling will lead to a 
more cooperative future, aldermen 
said Monday. Prospect Heights 
aldermen agreed to renew discus-
sions over whether to allow 
Wheeling to annex 5.6-acre and 
23.7-acre parcels of land at Palwau-
kee Municipal Airport, which both 
towns share. Prospect Heights 
aldermen last month decided to 
keep the issue on the back burner, p 
saying the city would give up the 
only leverage it has in a Palwaukee 
water dispute with Wheeling if it 
allowed Wheeling to annex the 
land. Prospect Heights wants 
Wheeling to allow Palwaukee to run 
a water main along the south side of 
the airport to provide fire sprinkle 

for proposed T-shaped hangars, but 
Wheeling thinks Prospect Heights 
should pay for the water main. 
Aldermen took a preliminary vote 
in favor of the Wheeling annexa-
tion, hoping the two towns can 
compromise. 

* District 214's 2002 total enrollment is 12,408. That number includes students also enrolled in 
evening programs at Nipper and Rolling Meadows High, Project Reclaim (an alternative program for 
expelled students or students facing expulsion) and the Newcomers Center and students served by 
out-of-district special education programs. 

Dist. 214 student body 
continues to expand 
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tutoring district students privately for 
pay. 

The policy now allows intradistrict 
tutoring as long as it is approved by 
the principal in accordance with dis-
trict guidelines. 

Exactly what those guidelines 
should be — there are none now —
was the intended subject of the 
board's discussion. 

Thursday's verdict was delivered 
with the idea that such private 
tutoring, which does go on now, 
can create conflicts of interest, be 
unfair to those who can't afford 
the 'option and stir problems 
between the schools and parents 
who may be dissatisfied with the 
tutoring. 

Some board members said they'd 
instead favor adding broader tutor-
ing programs, like the Saturday 
morning academy now used at 
Prospect High, to help kids. 

"I'd rather see something for all 
than something for few," member 
Alva ICreutzer said. "I really, believe 
that if students need tutoring, then 
we should consider tutoring that 
would be available for all students. If 
our students need assistance, they 
shouldn't need to pay for a private 

The discussion stemmed from a 
proposed revision of the district's 
existing tutoring policy, which sug-
gested criteria by which district 
teachers would be allowed to tutor 
district students. 

The suggestions called for bantling 
teachers from privately tutoring any 
student in their own class, limiting 
where teachers could advertise their 
tutoring availability and requiring 
that all tutoring be approved by the 
principal. 

"We didn't have any established 
procedures," said Elk Grove High 
Principal Raymond Broderick, who 
presented the proposal to the board. 
"That was our problem." 

But board members Thursday 
voiced numerous concerns with the 
proposed guidelines — some saying 
they were too complex and still didn't 
eliminate the potential for myriad 
conflicts -- before the majority 
agreed to direct staff to rewrite the 
policy to ban academic, intradistrict 
paid private tutoring. 

No new policy has been drafted, 
nqr been finally approved. Details,. 
such as how banning tutoring may 
affect speciali7ed programs like 
music, have not been ironed out.  

fi  cT vt,J 

BY RHONDA SCIARRA 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A Buffalo Grove man lost control of 
his vehicle just before midnight 
Wednesday, clipped the corner of a 
Wheeling home and landed upside 
down wedged between two other 
houses. 

No one inside the homes, includ-
ing an 8-month old, his -sister and 
mother who slept in a room struck 
by the sport utility vehicle, were 
hurt. 

The driver of the vehicle, Jordan L 
Jones, 20, lost consciousness after 
the crash and was taken to Advocate 
Lutheran General Hospital in Park 
Ridge early Thursday, said Wheeling 
Deputy Police Chief J. Michael 
Hermes. 

A passenger, Kenneth K. Hobbs, 
18, of Prospect Heights, ran from the 
accident but was later found by 
police and taken to Holy Family 
Medical Center in Des Plaines, 
Hermes said. 

Jones remained in critical condi-
tion at Advocate Lutheran General 
Hospital. 

Hobbs was treated and released 
from Holy Family Thursday, hospital 
officials said. 

The accident happened at 11:58 
p.m. at Wheeling Avenue and Cres-
cent Drive, authorities said. 

Jones told police he was driving 
his 2001 Ford Explorer Carryall east 
on Dundee Road and turned right 
onto Wheeling Avenue, thinking it 
would connect to Hintz Road, 
Hermes said. 

Jones said he was traveling about 
40 mph on Wheeling Avenue, went 
to change a compact disc, looked up 
and saw two other vehicles parked 
along the street, Hermes said. 

He tried to downshift the SUV, 

"I thought it was a bomb. 

I was worried about my 

children — they are my life." 

Jasvir Kaur, who was asleep 
in a downstairs bedroom with her 
8-month-old son and daughter, 9 

Jones told police, and that is when 
the vehicle left the roadway, Hermes 
said. 

'And he woke up upside down," 
Hermes said. 

Residents of the houses the vehi-
cle struck woke up to the crash as 
well, including Jasvir Kaur, who was 
in a downstairs bedroom with her 8-
month-old son and daughter, 9. 

The SUV clipped the corner of the 
house at 367 Crescent Drive, knock-
ing out bricks and causing a crack in 
the bedroom walls, Kaur said. 

"I thought it was a bomb," she 
said. 

"I was worried about my children 
— they are my life." 

Across the street, Eric Fischer, was 
asleep on a couch in his living room 
when the SUV landed on foliage 
between his house and another. 

The impact pushed a tree into a 
downstairs window, breaking it, he 
said. 

"It threw stuff off the walls," Fis-
cher said. 

Neighbors where the crash hap-
pened say cars speeding and 
driving recklessly have been a prob-
lem for several years. 

"People fly through here like it's a 
raceway," Fischer said. "It's amaz-
ing:,  

No charges have been filed. The 
crash remains under investigation. 
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District 214 enrollment 

School 2002 
Buffalo Grove High School 2,226 
Elk Grove High School 1,904 
Hersey High School 1,942 
Prospect High School 1,948 
Rolling Meadows High School 1,815'  
Wheeling High School 1,857 
Nipper Career Center 107 
Forest View Alt. School 83 
Vanguard School 91 
Total 11,973* 

BY ERIN HOLMES 

Daily Herald Staff Writer /6-9^ /e, e,  
At the bottom of the ninth, the 

classrooms were loaded. Again. 
This game is getting predictable. 
The official 2002 Northwest High 

School District 214 enrollment count, 
taken at the end of September, shows 
more than 12,170 students sitting in 
classes in high schools and alterna-
tive programs this year, up about 330 
kids from the school year before. 

Adding in students served by out-
of-district special education 
programs brings the grand total to 
12,408 — a figure that falls short of 
projections by only seven students 
and reflects a 2.5 percent growth. 

A decade ago, the district was sit-
ting comfortably with about 2,000 
fewer students than this; it's grown 
steadily since then, with this year 
posting the highest total since the 
mid-1980s, when district officials 
closed Forest View High School. 

Officials had banked on a contin-
ued trend of growth when they 
approved a multimillion-dollar 
expansion and renovation plan last 
ear aimed at preparing schools for a  

2001 Difference 
2,103 +123 
1,876 +28 
1,918 +24 
1,905 +43 
1,842 -27 
1,811 +46 

80• +27 
71 +12 

103 -12 
11,709 +264 

predicted student boom. 
"So far, so good," Associate Super-

intendent Jim Popernik said, saying 
enrollment numbers now show that 
project, which got started this spring, 
was a necessity. 

The biggest change this year came 
at Buffalo Grove High School, already 
the district's most populated school, 
where enrollment climbed by more 
than 120 students. 

The main culprit is the freshman 
class, which, at about 660 students, is 
unusually large and considerably 
bigger than the 460-member Class of 
2002 that graduated last year. 

"This is exactly what we expected," 
Principal Carter Burns said. 'And we 
will continue to grow next year." 

At Rolling Meadows High School, 
meanwhile, enrollment dropped by 
nearly 30 students, a scenario 
Popernik said was "just a blip." 

The Sept. 30 enrollment figures will 
be reported to the state. 

District 214 officials now are work-
ing on updating enrollment 
projections, based on new district tal-
lies and those from feeder elementary 
school systems. The updates will be 
presented to the school board Oct. 24. 

City moves to mend airport rift: 
Prospect Heights hopes that taking 
the "high road" in an annexation 
dispute with Wheeling will lead to a 
more cooperative future, aldermen 
said Monday. Prospect Heights 
aldermen agreed to renew discus-
sions over whether to allow 
Wheeling to annex 5.6-acre and 
23.7-acre parcels of land at Palwau-
kee Municipal Airport, which both p 
towns share. Prospect Heights 
aldermen last month decided to N: 
keep the issue on the back burner, p 
saying the city would give up the 
only leverage it has in a Palwaukee 
water dispute with Wheeling if it 
allowed Wheeling to annex the 
land. Prospect Heights wants -I 
Wheeling to allow Palwaukee to run 
a water main along the south side of 
the airport to provide fire sprinklers 

for proposed T-shaped hangars, but 
Wheeling thinks Prospect Heights 
should pay for the water main. 
Aldermen took a preliminary vote 
in favor of the Wheeling annexa-
tion, hoping the two towns can 
compromise. 
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2,133 
1,902 
1,963 
2,000 
1,886 
1,835 

110 
75 

100 
12,004 

District 214's 2002 total enrollment is 12,408. That number includes students also enrolled in 
evening programs at Nipper and Rolling Meadows High, Project Reclaim (an alternative program for 
expelled students or students facing expulsion) and the Newcomers Center and students served by 
out-of-district special education programs. 

Dist. 214 student body 
continues to expand 



Dundee Road project's time has to wait 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER -1 

Oc-T /0, :).420 r 
Alex Loyfman has been working to develop an of-

fice and retail development at the northwest corner 
of Dundee Road and Northgate Parkway for a year, 
but his timing is a "little bit off" for the Wheeling 
Plan Commission. 

The commission voted 6-0 to recommend a denial 
of Loyfman's proposal. It is the second time the 
commission has rejected the development in the last 
year. 

Plan commissioners said the proposed develop-
ment is an improvement over others submitted for 
the 8-acre site. However, the commission noted that 
the new comprehensive plan may hold a different vi-
sion for the area. 

"I think what you've done is great," Plan Commis-
sion Chairman Ken Brady said to Loyfman. "I've 
been hoping and praying for office development. 
Unfortunately, your timing is just a little bit off." 

The other commissioners agreed, saying they like 
the proposal but cannot commit to it until the com-
prehensive plan is completed, which is expected in 
February. 

6 I think what you've done is 
great. I've been hoping and 
praying for office development. 
Unfortunately, your timing is just 
a little bit off. 

Plan Commission Chairman 
Ken Brady 

"I'm sorry we're not further along with the com-
prehensive plan to know if this will be appropriate," 
Commissioner Pam Porband said. 

The comprehensive plan may suggest the lot re-
main vacant and be used as a park or a pond for pub-
lic recreation. It lies in the flood plain and is difficult 
to develop. The Loyfman plan called for the develop-
ment of only four acres, leaving the other four acres 
empty for storm water storage. 

Project architect Robert Kirk said the three-story 
building would fit in well with a pond if the two are 
built together. 

"It looks like a vacant piece of land waiting to be 
developed," Kirk said. "If the comprehensive plan 
says let it be, I think that'd be a big mistake." 

Plan Commissioner David Cantwell asked if the 
proposal could be moved to a different site in the vil-
lage. Kirk responded that the proposed site was 
ideal to include retail shops on the first floor that 
would complement offices in the top two stories. 

Loyfman said he was "shocked and surprised" at 
the commission's decision, because the first time he 
had heard the village was wogking on its comprehen-
sive plan was at the Oct. 10 meeting, even though he 
has been working with village staff on the proposal 
for about a year. 

"I'm confused myself," he said. "I've never been 
in that situation before. Usually you know far in ad-
vance about those things." 

Loyfman said he hopes he can hold onto the prop-
erty long enough to work with Camiros, the compre-
hensive plan consultants, to see if the development 
can work in the new plan. 

"We've dedicated a lot of time into it, and we're 
going to press forward to get it done," he said. 

The proposal will go to the Village Board next, 
which can elect to accept the proposal, deny it or 
send it back to the Plan Commission for further re-
view. 

Two meetings will address Dist. 
fund this year. Officials have said in 
recent months that unless voters 
approve a tax increase in April, seri-
ous cuts will have to be made in the 
budget to keep the district from being 
placed on the Illinois State Board of 
Education's financial watch list. 

This could mean letting teachers 
go, officials have explained, which 

. would result in larger class sizes and 
fewer educational programs. Slashing 
the education fund means slashing 
jobs, since teacher salaries and bene- 

BY CORRIE CUTRER 
Da/iv Herald Staff Writer /e,  91- 0 t 

Officials ip Wheeling Township Ele-
mentary Distr' ict 21 will hold two 
meetings this month to discuss the 
district's deteriorating financial state 
with members of the community 

"The goal is to get people to take a 
dear and definite look at the financial 
resources and what we need to do," 
District 21 Board President Phil 
Pritzker said Tuesday. 

"The goal is to get people to 

take a clear and definite look at 

the financial resources and 

what we need to do." 

Board President Phil Pritzker 

The district is facing a projected 
deficit of $4.6 million in the education 
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Police officer wants justice upheld 
By,WILLJAM STUTZMAN 

, :.)e)c) (5t_ 
Villiam Stutzman is a sergeant in the 
nvestigations unit of the Wheeling Police 
)epartment. 

I

have been following with great disgust and 
disbelief the recent newspaper articles covering 
the clemency petition filed on behalf of all 
Illinois death row inmates in which they are 

sking Gov. George Ryan to reduce their death 
entences. 

GUEST ESSAY 

Of particular interest is the case involving Tyrone 
itrickland, who was convicted and sentenced to 
Leath for killing uniformed Wheeling Police Officer 
:enneth Dawson on Nov. 5, 1985. At the time of his 
Leath, Officer Dawson was a 15-year veteran of the 
Vheeling Police Department, 41 years of age, 
riarried and with three daughters. I write this letter 
n behalf of the current, retired and deceased men 
nd women of the Wheeling Police Department. 
I was there that night and have seen up close how 

his senseless killing not only affected Officer 
)awson's family and friends but also the members 
f the Wheeling Police Department. 

I hope Gov. Ryan and the Prisoner Review Board 
ake a prudent look into the undisputed facts of this 
ase and the terror Tyrone and Larry Strickland 
aused on Nov. 5, 1985. 

Officer Dawson responded to a call of two males, 
'yrone and Larry Strickland, who had entered a  

woman's home uninvited and left when confronted 
by her. As Officer Dawson arrived in his marked 
squad, Larry Strickland threw down the gun he was 
carrying. Officer Dawson stopped Larry, and a 
struggle ensued. Tyrone was walking away from 
Officer Dawson, but he then stopped, turned around 
and picked up the gun his brother had just 
discarded. 

Tyrone then walked right up to Officer Dawson, 
placed the gun to his chest and fired, killing Officer 
Dawson, as the bullet pierced his heart. After Officer 
Dawson had fallen to the ground, Tyrone kicked him 
several times as he laid their defenseless, bleeding 
to death. Tyrone then removed Officer Dawson's 
duty weapon from his holster. 

Officer Dawson's backup unit arrived and blocked 
Strickland's vehicle's exit. They rammed the squad 
car and immediately began shooting at the officer 
from inside their car. After an exchange of gunfire, 
the Strickland brothers were able to free their car 
and escaped. However, because of the damage to 
their car, they had to abandon it. 

They then began looking for their next victim and 
came across a Buffalo Grove citizen and his two 
grandchildren. Tyrone and Larry took them hostage 
at gunpoint and forced them to drive to Chicago. 
During the drive, Tyrone bragged about killing a 
police officer. When the victim driver got the 
attention of a marked Chicago police unit that was 
stopped at a red light, the Strickland brothers exited 
the car after firing several shots at the Chicago 
Police Department officer. The Strickland brothers 
were shortly thereafter apprehended. 

Recovered from Tyrone's person was the gun used 
to kill Officer Dawson. Tyrone made a statement in 
which he admitted to the above-stated facts. At  

Tyrone's trial, he took the witness stand and 
testified in open court and again admitted to 
shooting Officer Dawson. Tyrone now was telling the 
judge that he had accidentally fired the gun. The 
judge then picked up that same gun, pulled the 
trigger in court and revealed that there was no hair 
trigger as Tyrone suggested, but that it took a 
deliberate, forceful pull on the trigger to fire the 
gun. 

This is not a case of mistaken identity, or a case 
built on circumstantial evidence, or an illegally 
obtained confession. We heard directly from 
Tyrone's own mouth, in his statement and when he 
testified, how he killed Wheeling Police Officer 
Kenneth Dawson. These facts are indisputable. 

That fatal day of Nov. 5, 1985, Officer Dawson's 
life was taken away in a brief, senseless moment. 
Officer Dawson served and protected the citizens of 
Wheeling for 15 years, and he made the ultimate 
sacrifice — his life. Officer Dawson left behind a 
wife, three young daughters, his mother and 
brother, all of whom would never see him again. 

What Gov. George Ryan has suggested he will do 
victimizes the family all over again. In our squad 
room, hangs a tribute to Officer Dawson's memory. 
There is a letter written by a fellow Wheeling officer 
who ends his thoughts by saying that when Officer 
Dawson was killed, we lost a husband, a father, a 
friend, a cop. 

Officer Dawson will never be forgotten, as he 
stood for all that is right and good. Officer Dawson's 
killer, Tyrone Strickland, should receive what the 
court of law decided to be his fate, and that is death. 
I ask Gov. George Ryan and the Prisoner Review 
Board to do what is right and uphold what the court 
lawfully and righteously decided. 



orgotten 
cy of cop killer 

Police officer Joseph 

Dawson talks about his 

uncle, who was killed in 

1985. iO ,io.oz 

4uesiv "r solid," officers say. 
- 1-  He co'-' -ed to the shooting, 

and dulnitted to pulling the 
trigger on the witness stand 
during his trial. Strickland 
claimed the gun went off by 
accident. But the judge picked 
up the .38 caliber revolver, 
pulled the trigger himself and 
determined there was no hair 
trigger on the gun like Strick-

. land had claimed. 

A date remembered 
Dawson, a 15-year veteran 

of the force, was killed on 
Nov. 5, 1985. He responded to  

son move in o arres 
while Tyrone Strickland 
began to walk away. Dawson 
and Larry Strickland became 
involved in a struggle. Tyrone 
Strickland walked back to-
ward the two. He picked up 
his brother's gun, walked 
right up to Dawson, and shot 
him in the side, piercing Daw-
son's heart. 

Tyrone Strickland took 
Dawson's handgun and 'began 
to kick Dawson while he was 
on the ground. Officer William 
Stutzman, now a sergeant, ar-
rived as backup at the scene, 
and the Strickland brothers 

A memorial to slain Wheeling 
hangs in the squad room of the 

opened fire on him. 

The Strickland brothers 
drove off but soon abandoned 
their car, which was damaged 
during the shoot-out. The pair 
then carjacked a Buffalo 
Grove man with his two 
grandchildren. The brothers 
ordered the man to drive into 
Chicago. 

At the intersection of State 

Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

police officer Kenneth Dawson 
Wheeling Police Department. 

and Congress in Chicago, the 
kidnapped man saw a Chicago 
police officer at a red light. He 
got himself and his grandchil-
dren out of the car and alerted 
the officer. 

The Strickland brothers 
then opened fire at that officer.  
and ran. Police later found the 
brothers hiding in an alley. 

Seeking clemency 
Strickland's clemency peti-

tion, filed by Santiago Du-
rango, an assistant public de-
fender with the Office of the 
State Appellate Defender, 
states that Strickland should 
be granted clemency because 
he was sentenced without the 
benefits of the reforms sub-
mitted by Gov. Ryan's Com-
mission on the Death Penalty 
and without the benefit of the 
reforms applicable to capital 
cases that were implemented 
by the Illinois Supreme Court 
effective March 1, 2001. 

"As a consequence, Mr. 
Strickland was sentenced to 
death under a system of capi-
tal punishment that Governor 
Ryan and many others famil-
iar with its operation have 
aptly described as deeply 
flawed and in need of repair," 
the petition states. 

Durango will argue before 
the Prisoner Review Board 
that Strickland's confession 
was not recorded or video-
taped, that he was not given 
the attorney he requested 
after his arrest, that he is bor-
derline mentally retarded, 
that he was not given the 
chance to address the court 
after his conviction and that 
the prosecutor's decision to 
seek the death penalty was 
not based on uniform proto-
cols. All of those factors arein-
eluded in the Ryan commis-
sion report. 

Playing politics? 
Wheeling police officers say 

they are having difficulty un-
derstanding why the governor 
has demanded a blanket pol-
icy, granting clemency hear-
ings for all death row inmates. 
Any inmate can request a 
hearing with the Prisoner Re-
view Board at any time, and to 
grant everyone a hearing 
makes no sense, Wheeling of-
ficers say. 

(Continued on page 7) 

ryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

, Tyrone Strick-
ith row inmates 

• 
"You're used to seeing funny things 

happen in court, and you develop an 
attitude, 'That's part of the system,' " 
said Cmdr. Jim Kuzynowski, who 
served with Dawson. "There is some 
other agenda (with the order). It's obvi-
ous there's some political agenda." 

"It is so wrong and so out of whack," 
Cmdr. Stone said. "There's no rhyme 
or reason to it." 

Deputy Chief Michael Hermes said 
if Strickland were to send a clemency 
petition on his own, it would most 
likely not be heard. 

"If it were done case by case, I don't 
think you'd find anybody who would 
present a case for him," he said. 
"There are no holes in this case. He 
deserves it, so do it." 

Karen Fincutter, a spokeswoman for 
Gov. Ryan, said the hearings are justi-
fied because those on death row were 
sentenced under a "broken system" 
that has since been reformed by the 
recommendations of the governor's 
commission. 

"Those recommendations don't ad-
-  

dress the problem that we have 157 
people on death row whose trials 
didn't benefit from the reforms," Fin-
cutter said. "Retrial is impossible. This 
is one way to address that." 

Further aggravating the Police De-
partment's frustrations is the process 
that will be used for the hearings. A 
nonbinding guideline states each side 
will have 15 minutes to present its 
case. Jerry Lawrence, spokesman for 
the Cook County State's Attorney's Of-
fice, said the normal process typically 
takes about five hours. 

Joseph Dawson, a Wheeling police 
officer and nephew of Kenneth Daw-
son, said the case deserves a full hear-
ing, if one is to be granted at all. 

"It's criminal to go through a sham 
of a hearing instead of a five- to six-
hour look," he said. 

Fincutter said the actual hearing 
will only be part of the board's process. 
She said the board will look at other 
written testimony from both sides and 
other exhibits before making its non-
binding, confidential recommendation 
to the governor. 

The governor, too, will review ma-
terials on each case, as well as the rec-
ommendation, before making a final 
decision on each one, Fincutter said. 

"He will have the opportunity to re-
view the files, testimony and materi-
als," she said. "He will take his time." 

Ryan's decision will be final and 
cannot be reversed by the incoming 
governor. Ryan has until the end of his 
term to make his decisions. 

`Kick in the face' 
Officers with the Wheeling Police 

Department, especially those who 
served with Dawson, already feel vic-
timized by Strickland's actions. If he is 
allowed to live, they say they will be 
victimized all over again, this time by 
the governor. 

"To have to go through this again is 
bad enough," Joseph Dawson said. "To 
commute (the sentence) would be the 
ultimate kick in the face." 

Officer Kenneth Sheffler, who also 
served with Dawson, said he hopes the 
governor takes into consideration all  

the victims of the Strickland case. 
That would include Dawson's family, 
the Wheeling Police Department and 
the community, which lost a dedicated 
police officer. 

"The governor needs to look past 
the people in the cells and look at the 
others," Sheffler said. 

Lawrence of the State's Attorney's 
Office said prosecutors will spend 
much of their 15 minutes presenting 
the concerns of the victims' families. 

"It's important that the victims' 
families be heard one way or another," 
he said. 

Cmdr. Stone said Dawson's family 
has "never been right since" his mur-
der. Dawson left a wife, three daugh-
ters, a brother and his mother. 

Joseph Dawson, who was 17 when 
his uncle was killed and who will be 
attending Strickland's hearing as a 
family member and as a Police Depart-
ment representative, said he knows 
the community still misses his uncle. 

"I still get compliments for being a 
Dawson," he said. "He is still missed 
here. He was a great guy." 



Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

Wheeling police Sgt. William Stutzman hopes officer Kenneth Dawson's killer, Tyrone Strick-
land, has his sentence upheld by Gov. George Ryan. Strickland is one of 157 death row inmates 
scheduled for a clemency hearing. 

Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

A memorial to slain Wheeling police officer Kenneth Dawson 
hangs in the squad room of the Wheeling Police Department. 

Strickland 

rgotten 
Wheeling police fight possible c emency of cop killer 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Nearly 17 years ago, Tyrone 
Strickland shot and killed 
Wheeling police officer Ken-
neth Dawson. Strickland was 
tried, convicted and sentenced 

to death, but 
he still has a 
chance to 
save his own 
life. 

Strickland 
is scheduled 
to appear be-
fore the Pris-
oner Review 

Board Oct. 17 for a hearing to 
try to get his sentence 
changed from death to life in 
prison. He is one of 157 death 
row inmates who will have 
such a hearing under an order 
from Gov. George Ryan. 

An officer's plea 

II Page 15 

Wheeling police officers, es-
pecially those who served with 
Dawson, say Strickland's sen-
tence should be carried out, 
and they hope the governor 
does not grant him clemency. 

"We have faith in the sys-
tem," Cmdr. John Stone said. 
"But it's letting us down be-
cause of some other cause." 

The case against Strickland 
is "rock solid," officers say. 
He co-' -ed to the shooting, 
and damitted to pulling the 
trigger on the witness stand 
during his trial. Strickland 
claimed the gun went off by 
accident. But the judge picked 
up the .38 caliber revolver, 
pulled the trigger himself and 
determined there was no hair 
trigger on the gun like Strick-
land had claimed. 

A date remembered 
Dawson, a 15-year veteran 

of the force, was killed on 
Nov. 5, 1985. He responded to  

a call from a woman on Cleo 
Court who said two men she 
did not know were inside her 
home. The two were Strick-
land and his older brother, 
Larry. Dawson stopped them 
at the scene as they went to 
their car. 

Larry Strickland put his 
gun on the ground, and Daw-
son moved in to arrest him, 
while Tyrone Strickland 
began to walk away. Dawson 
and Larry Strickland became 
involved in a struggle. Tyrone 
Strickland walked back to-
ward the two. He picked up 
his brother's gun, walked 
right up to Dawson, and shot 
him in the side, piercing Daw-
son's heart. 

Tyrone Strickland took 
Dawson's handgun and began 
to kick Dawson while he was 
on the ground. Officer William 
Stutzman, now a sergeant, ar-
rived as backup at the scene, 
and the Strickland brothers  

opened fire on him. 

The Strickland brothers 
drove off but soon abandoned 
their car, which was damaged 
during the shoot-out. The pair 
then carjacked a Buffalo 
Grove man with his two 
grandchildren. The brothers 
ordered the man to drive into 
Chicago. 

At the intersection of State  

and Congress in Chicago, the 
kidnapped man saw a Chicago 
police officer at a red light. He 
got himself and his grandchil-
dren out of the car and alerted 
the officer. 

The Strickland brothers 
then operied fire at that officer. 
and ran. Police later found the 
brothers hiding in an alley. 

Seeking clemency 
Strickland's clemency peti-

tion, filed by Santiago Du-
rango, an assistant public de-
fender with the Office of the 
State Appellate Defender, 
states that Strickland should 
be granted clemency because 
he was sentenced without the 
benefits of the reforms sub-
mitted by Gov. Ryan's Com-
mission on the Death Penalty 
and without the benefit of the 
reforms applicable to capital 
cases that were implemented 
by the Illinois Supreme Court 
effective March 1, 2001. 

"As a consequence, Mr. 
Strickland was sentenced to 
death under a system of capi-
tal punishment that Governor 
Ryan and many others famil-
iar with its operation have 
aptly described as deeply 
flawed and in need of repair," 
the petition states. 

Durango will argue before 
the Prisoner Review Board 
that Strickland's confession 
was not recorded or video-
taped, that he was not given 
the attorney he requested 
after his arrest, that he is bor-
derline mentally retarded, 
that he was not given the 
chance to address the court 
after his conviction and that 
the prosecutor's decision to 
seek the death penalty was 
not based on uniform proto-
cols. All of those factors are in-
cluded in the Ryan commis-
sion report. 

Playing politics? 
Wheeling police officers say 

they are having difficulty un-
derstanding why the governor 
has demanded a blanket pol-
icy, granting clemency hear-
ings for all death row inmates. 
Any inmate can request a 
hearing with the Prisoner Re-
view Board at any time, and to 
grant everyone a hearing 
makes no sense, Wheeling of-
ficers say. 

(Continued on page 7) 

"You're used to seeing funny things 
happen in court, and you develop an 
attitude, 'That's part of the system,' " 
said Cmdr. Jim Kuzynowski, who 
served with Dawson. "There is some 
other agenda (with the order). It's obvi-
ous there's some political agenda." 

"It is so wrong and so out of whack," 
Cmdr. Stone said. "There's no rhyme 
or reason to it." 

Deputy Chief Michael Hermes said 
if Strickland were to send a clemency 
petition on his own, it would most 
likely not be heard. 

"If it were done case by case, I don't 
think you'd find anybody who would 
present a case for him," he said. 
"There are no holes in this case. He 
deserves it, so do it." 

Karen Fincutter, a spokeswoman for 
Gov. Ryan, said the hearings are justi-
fied because those on death row were 
sentenced under a "broken system" 
that has since been reformed by the 
recommendations of the governor's 
commission. 

"Those recommendations don't ad- 

dress the problem that we have 157 
people on death row whose trials 
didn't benefit from the reforms," Fin-
cutter said. "Retrial is impossible. This 
is one way to address that." 

Further aggravating the Police De-
partment's frustrations is the process 
that will be used for the hearings. A 
nonbinding guideline states each side 
will have 15 minutes to present its 
case. Jerry Lawrence, spokesman for 
the Cook County State's Attorney's Of-
fice, said the normal process typically 
takes about five hours. 

Joseph Dawson, a Wheeling police 
officer and nephew of Kenneth Daw-
son, said the case deserves a full hear-
ing, if one is to be granted at all. 

"It's criminal to go through a sham 
of a hearing instead of a five- to six-
hour look," he said. 

Fincutter said the actual hearing 
will only be part of the board's process. 
She said the board will look at other 
written testimony from both sides and 
other exhibits before making its non-
binding, confidential recommendation 
to the governor. 

The governor, too, will review ma-
terials on each case, as well as the rec-
ommendation, before making a final 
decision on each one, Fincutter said. 

"He will have the opportunity to re-
view the files, testimony and materi-
als," she said. "He will take his time." 

Ryan's decision will be final and 
cannot be reversed by the incoming 
governor. Ryan has until the end of his 
term to make his decisions. 

`Kick in the face' 

Officers with the Wheeling Police 
Department, especially those who 
served with Dawson, already feel vic-
timized by Strickland's actions. If he is 
allowed to live, they say they will be 
victimized all over again, this time by 
the governor. 

"To have to go through this again is 
bad enough," Joseph Dawson said. "To 
commute (the sentence) would be the 
ultimate kick in the face." 

Officer Kenneth Sheffler, who also 
served with Dawson, said he hopes the 
governor takes into consideration all  

the victims of the Strickland case. 
That would include Dawson's family, 
the Wheeling Police Department and 
the community, which lost a dedicated 
police officer. 

"The governor needs to look past 
the people in the cells and look at the 
others," Sheffler said. 

Lawrence of the State's Attorney's 
Office said prosecutors will spend 
much of their 15 minutes presenting 
the concerns of the victims' families. 

"It's important that the victims' 
families be heard one way or another," 
he said. 

Cmdr. Stone said Dawson's family 
has "never been right since" his mur-
der. Dawson left a wife, three daugh-
ters, a brother and his mother. 

Joseph Dawson, who was 17 when 
his uncle was killed and who will be 
attending Strickland's hearing as a 
family member and as a Police Depart-
ment representative, said he knows 
the community still misses his uncle. 

"I still get compliments for being a 
Dawson," he said. "He is still missed 
here. He was a great guy." 



Palwaukee Airport committee 
setting goals, finding its way 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
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A diverse group of curious volunteers has 
been meeting together for the past four 
months to work on solutions to some of the 
problems associated with Palwaukee Munici-
pal Airport. 

The Palwaukee Airport Community Engage-
ment Council, or PACE, has only met four 
times, and the group is still figuring out what 
its goals are, but the core volunteers feel they 
are on the right track and hope to improve the 
operations of the airport. 

Robert Mark, coordinator of the PACE Coun-
cil, described the council's goal as "community 
outreach from a community outreach group." 
The council operates separately from the Pal-
waukee Municipal Airport Commission and fo-
cuses its work on concerns from the airport's 
neighbors. 

"It's a conduit to ask questions and find an-
swers to (the community's) concerns," Mark 
said. "There are probably a lot of people who 
wonder what they get out of Palwaukee." 

Some of those people, such as Warren Sunde 
and Lonny Friedman, have been actively in-
volved in the PACE Council since its begin-
ning. 

"I'm here to give a voice to the community," 
Friedman said at the Oct. 3 PACE meeting. "If 
(Palwaukee) was gone, it wouldn't phase me at 
all.,7 

Other members of the group include pilots 
who use the airport, employees of airport-
based businesses, local officials and others who 
are just curious about what goes on at the fa-
cility, which is jointly owned by the village of 
Wheeling and city of Prospect Heights. 

Mark said the diversity of the group could be 
a key to its success in making the community 
aware of the issues, problems and benefits of 
the airport. 

"When the council is interacting with people 
who don't fly but live near the airport, it gives 

Palwaukee 
to get word to the public about 
the_existence and goals of the 
council. 

Marl: said he is pleased 
with the PACE Council's work 
so far, considering the group 
has only met together for a 
total of eight hours. He said 
some long-term goals need to 
be established, and the group 
needs to better define its di-
rection. 

"Sometimes we get so fo-
tused on things that are right  

the group more credibility," Mark said. "Those' 
who fly (on the council) bring a lot of technical 
expertise, but they can't bring credibility to 
someone who lives right off (the main run-
way)." 

Dennis Rouleau, acting Palwaukee manager, 
said the council is designed to start a dialogue 
between the community and the airport. 

"The best way to begin a dialogue is to bring 
all interested people together," he said. "We'd 
like to begin by inviting community leaders to 
help manage this new exchange of ideas. We 
believe citizens are especially well-positioned 
to offer insight on the airport's impact and en-
courage them to participate themselves, or 
nominate .others who may offer significant 
value to the group." 

The PACE Council has already begun work-
ing on the noise issue. A subcommittee was 
formed to look at the noise generated from air-
port operations, and members developed a list 
of 10 suggestions the airport could immedi-
ately implement at little or no cost. Those sug-
gestions include rewarding pilots who fly qui-
etly or, conversely, to post photos of repeat 
offenders who don't. Other suggestions include 
changing takeoff and landing patterns to fly 
over the forest preserve or industrial areas 
rather than over residential neighborhoods. 

Those suggestions were presented to the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport Commission. 
The presentation was well-received, but the 
commission has yet to act on the suggestions. 

Bob Dourlain, who helped formulate the sug-
gestions, said getting feedback and action from 
the Airport Commission will be another step 
forward for the council. However, it will take 
some time, he admitted. 

"Things are not going to happen overnight," 
he said at the last council meeting, "but hope-
fully we'll fix some things." 

The council has also established two new 
subcommittees — an economic subcommittee 
to see how the airport affects the local econ-
omy, and a community outreach subcommittee 

(Continued on page 10) 

Prospect Hts. 
looks to OK 
Wheeling's 
annexation 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer /̀ l  pr, z 

Giving in doesn't mean giving up, 
Prospect Heights aldermen say. 

Aldermen decided Monday that 
giving in a little on the city's annexa-
tion dispute with Wheeling could 
show the village that Prospect Heights 
is not giving up on having a better rela-
tionship with it. 

The Prospect Heights council held a 
preliminary vote in favor of letting 
Wheeling annex a 5.6-acre and 23.7-
acre parcel of land at Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport. Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights share ownership of 
the airport. They continue to butt 
heads over Prospect Heights' unwill-
ingness to let Wheeling annex land 
there without assurances the village 
will allow the airport to install a water 
main meant to serve hangars on the 
airport's south side. 

What's at stake is a relationship that 
would ensure that both towns benefit 
equally from Palwaukee. Airport 
managers say the communities served 
by Palwaukee see an overall economic 
return totaling some $37.5 million a 
year. 

"For us to approve this would be a 
show of good faith and willingness to 
work with them," 3rd Ward Alderman 
Deeda Sain said of approving Wheel-
ing's annexation. 

Wheeling trustees reproached 
aldermen at ajoint meeting last week, 
questioning why they pledged to let 
the annexation go through in an ear-
lier meeting, only to table the issue 
later; 

"We thought we had pretty much 
agreed, and then to read in the news-
paper that there was some rethinking 
on Prospect Heights' part was frus-
trating," said Wheeling Trustee and ' 
Airport Commissioner Trevor ' 
Lehmann. 

Ertispect Heights has its own finan- 
c iI concerns in protecting its claim on 
Ale airport, Lehmann said, but one 
side of the debate that has been 
neglected is that Wheeling lost tax rev-
enui' when Wolf and Hintz roads were 
relocated around the airport about 10 
years ago.' 

"Wheeling lost quite a bit of indus- 
d nal property," Lehmann said. 
Some aldermen said Prospect 

Heights would be giving up its leverage 
if they agreed to the annexation. How-
ever, they ultimately agreed they could 
delay final approval until getting proof 
Wheeling doesn't expect the city to pay 
for a new airport water main. 

Continued from page 7 • 

in front of our faces," he said. 
"We need to be more cogni-
zant of where we want to be a 
year from now." 

All are invited to join or at-
tend PACE meetings, which 
are held the first Thursday of 

;each month at 7 p.m. at the 
airport office at 1020 Plant 
Road. Mark can be contacted 
at (847) 537-2580 Ext. 160 for 
more information, 'about the 
PACE Council. 

Buffalo Grove man found guilty of killing ex-friend 
Defendant owed 
Wheeling victim 
$10,000, state says 
OcT 1,Z, a 003_, 

By Brian Cox 
Special to the Tr' one 

Jurors took less than three 
hours Friday to find a Buffalo 
Grove man guilty of first-de-
gree murder in the 1998 shoot-
ing of a former friend over a 
$10,000 debt. 

Igor Lybubyezny, 45, lowered 
his head but showed little emo-
tion as the verdict was read af-
ter a seven-day trial in the Cook 
County Circuit Courthouse in 
Skokie. Several of his relatives 
wept. 

Lybubyezny, who faces 20 to 
60 years in prison, is scheduled 
to be sentenced Nov. 7. 

Lybubyezny shot Tomasz 
Pohl, 45, of Wheeling, who had 
been his friend and diving bud-
dy before the relationship 
soured in May 1998, when Lybu-
byezny failed to repay the debt,  

prosecutors said. 
On the day of the murder, Ly-

bubyezny telephoned Pohl and 
asked him to come to his auto 
body shop in Skokie, prosecu-
tors said. There, Lybubyezny 
shot Pohl in the back of the 
head, dumped the body in the 
back of his sport-utility vehicle, 
then • drove to Menominee 
County in Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula, where he buried 
Pohl's body in a shallow grave, 
prosecutors said. 

"We're glad the jury under-
stood all the evidence," Cook  

County Assistant State's Atty. 
Martin Moore said after the 
trial. "It was a complicated 
case." 

Defense attorney Ed Genson 
said he will appeal the verdict. 
He called the state's case "scien-
tific reaching" with no murder 
weapon, witness or confession. 

Pohl's blood was found in the 
cargo area of Lybubyezny's 
late-model Lincoln Navigator, 
but the defendant testified that 
Pohl cut his lip on a diving trip. 
Police also found .22-caliber 
shell casings in his body shop. 

"This case is not a whodun-
it," Assistant State's Atty. 
Jeanne Bischoff said during 
closing arguments. "Evidence 
absolutely shows that Igor Ly-
bubyezny is guilty of this 
crime." 

Bischoff said tiny pieces of 
plastic on Pohl's clothing 
matched plastic from the body 
shop. She also said Lybubyez-
ny's cell phone records show 
calls from the area in Michigan 
where Pohl's decomposing 
body was found five months af-
ter he disappeared. 



• 
PHOTOS DV BOB ( HIV/. DYK/DA111 HERA1.I 

A cheery welcome sign, albeit in a foreign language, greeted Wheeling High School graduate Maj. Erik Bowman when he visited a French Ill 
class at the school recently. Bowman is one of the school's first distinguished alumni award winners. He visited several classrooms, talking 
about his experiences and answering questions. 
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Ir  Even if it would have taken a rocket scien-
tist to impress the kids, Wheeling High had it 
covered. 

The school this year named its first hatch of 
distinguished alumni — a group of three 
graduates that included Maj. Erik Bowman, 
an assistant professor of astronautics at the 
U.S. Air Force Academy, who visited Wheeling 
High to speak with students. 

A member of the Class of 1987, Bowman 
spent a day in the classrooms of his alma 
mater, telling stories about his job, his train-
ing and his experiences, which include 
working with the United Nations inspections 
team in Iraq after the Persian Gulf War. 

The kids were hooked, but, "He didn't give 
us gory details," laughed Brian Lichtenberger, 
who invited Bowman into his 45-minute 
sports medicine class. 

Lichtenberger, like other teachers, signed 
up to guarantee a spot on Bowman's busy 
schedule. 

"It was fun to see a student I had been fairly 
close to come back," Lichtenberger said. "He's 
now a very successful major in the Air Force  

... he's all the good things you want to think 
about. It was really nice to see him come back 
and relate to the kids." 

As a student years earlier at Wheeling High, 
Bowman was a star athlete, an honored 
physics student and class valedictorian. 

"He's gone on to prove that all of these 
selections were correct," Principal Dorothy C. 
"Dottie" Sievert said. "He was a big hit in all 
the classes, and a wonderful role model for 
our students to see how successful they can 
be." 

This is exactly what school officials had 
hoped for, and exactly why they say they 
started the program. 

Wheeling High has logged numerous suc-
cessful alumni since its opening in the  

mid-1960s, but not until this year has there 
been a distinguished alumni award, some-
thing also given out at most other Northwest 
Suburban High School District 214 high 
schools. 

Wheeling High annually will name new 
recipients of the title, who will be honored 
publicly and with plaques hung in the 
school's main corridor. The honorees also will 
be invited in to speak with students. 

In addition to Bowman, graduates Michael 
Lee Hoops, a plastic surgeon in Tennessee, 
and Michael R. Blanchfield, a recipient of a 
posthumous Medal of Honor, also were hon-
ored this year. 

Bowman was the only one to visit the 
school this  fall.  

During his visit visit, Bowman showed off hi 
old yearbook photo. He is one of three 
successful alumni honored by the school. 

All-star 
alumni 

Wheeling High 
honors exemplary 
former students 

Wheeling ready to unveil park 
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On Oct. 25, the lights will finally go on and water will flow through this feature at the Wheeling site that 
has shared the names Millennium Plaza and Friendship Park at the intersection of Dundee Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue. Below, Rob Pearson of S & J Electric puts finishing touches on the property. 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writerfil - / 

On a dusky evening later this 
month, water will flow into a 
frothing pool, beckoning to 
motorists at a busy intersection in 
Wheeling. 

Lights will finally shine above 
new park benches and cast a glow 
over walkway stones at a park 
Wheeling officials hope will cause 
a buzz for residents and visitors 
from neighboring towns. 

The park plaza on the northern 
'corner of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road will be finished after 
more than four years in the 
making. 

The village is planning a dedi-
cation ceremony from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Oct. 25 for the space that has 
shared the names Millennium 
Plaza and Friendship Paik. 

"I think it's going to be some-
thing that will hopefully reflect our 
community as something that's 
very classy," said Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann, who personally com-
missioned the artist for the 
project. "I've had questions 
already from people asking if we 
will do weddings there. I see it as a 
meeting place for graduation, 
prom pictures, homecoming pic-
tures." 

People have been eager to see 
the removal of the construction 
fence, Lehmann said. It will come 
down more than three months 
after an initial July 3 deadline. 

The unforeseen cleanup of 
underground storage tanks to 
meet Environmental Protection 
Agency standards delayed the pro-
ject. 

Project manager Harding ESE 
also had to alter the design after 
the village board wanted an 
enlarged fountain, which 
increased the cost from $1.27 mil-
lion to $1.56 million. 

"We're still going to be less than 
a year from the time we presented 
to the time we are done," 
Lehmann'said. "To take a project 
from nothing more than artist I-en- 

support the Millennium Plaza 
plan, and he later criticized the 
fast-track approach to Friendship 
Park. 

"I had some concerns about the 
increase in cost ... and the time 
schedule," Klatecki said. "After the 
delays I made a comment saying, 
`I guess I was right,' but now I have 
to say the corner is looking beau-
tiful."  

Klatecki thinks the park will fit 
well with Wheeling's goals of 
improving its image, he said. . 

"The better you make your 
community look, the more posi-
tive people think about you," 
Klatecki said. 

The biggest triumph is the park 
was something the village board 
worked on together during a time 
when Wheeling was short-staffed, 
Lehmann said. 

"From the time Mr. Anderson 
and Mr. Grabowski left, I think  

every board member rolled up 
their sleeves and helped out in any 
way they could," Lehmann said of 
the dismissal of former Village 
Manager Craig Anderson and the 
departure of Assistant Manager 
James Grabowski. 

"I might have been the messen-
ger, but this was a team effort," 
Lehmann said. 

The public is invited to attend 
the dedication of the park, which 
is in front of Cole Taylor Bank, 350 
E. Dundee Road, Wheeling. 

Rich and Dina 
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class at the school recently. Bowman is one of the school's first distinguished alumni award winners. He visited several classrooms, talking 
about his experiences and answering questions. 

Even if it would have taken a rocket scien-
tist to impress the kids, Wheeling High had it 
covered. 

The school this year named its first batch of 
distinguished alumni — a group of three 
graduates that included Maj. Erik Bowman, 
an assistant professor of astronautics at the . 

i U.S. Air Force Academy, who visited Wheeling 
High to speak with students. 

A member of the Class of 1987, Bowman 
spent a day in the classrooms of his alma 
mater, telling stories about his job, his train-
ing and his experiences, which include 
working with the United Nations inspections 
team in Iraq after the Persian Gulf War. 

The kids were hooked, but, "He didn't give 
us gory details," laughed Brian Lichtenberger, 
who invited Bowman into his 45-minute 
sports medicine class. 

Lichtenberger, like other teachers, signed 
up to guarantee a spot on Bowman's busy 
schedule. 

"It was fun to see a student I had been fairly 
close to come back," Lichtenberger said. "He's 
now a very successful major in the Air Force  

... he's all the good things you want to think 
about. It was really nice to see him come back 
and relate to the kids." 

As a student years earlier at Wheeling High, 
Bowman was a star athlete, an honored 
physics student and class valedictorian. 

"He's gone on to prove that all of these 
selections were correct," Principal Dorothy C. 
"Dottie" Sievert said. "He was a big hit in all 
the classes, and a wonderful role model for 
our students to see how successful they can 
be." 

This is exactly what school officials had 
hoped for, and exactly why they say they 
started the program. 

Wheeling High has logged numerous suc-
cessful alumni since its opening in the  

mid-1960s, but not until this year has there 
been a distinguished alumni award, some-
thing also given out at most other Northwest 
Suburban High School District 214 high 
schools. 

Wheeling High annually will name new 
recipients of the title, who will be honored 
publicly and with plaques hung in the 
school's main corridor. The honorees also will 
be invited in to speak with students. 

In addition to Bowman, graduates Michael 
Lee Hoops, a plastic surgeon in Tennessee, 
and Michael R. Blanchfield, a recipient of a 
posthumous Medal of Honor, also were hon-
ored this year. 

Bowman was the only one to visit the 
school this fall. 

During his visit visit, Bowman showed off hi 
old yearbook photo. He is one of three 
successful alumni honored by the school. 

Wheeling ready to unveil park 

• 
• 

PHOTOS BY DANIEL WHIFF/DAILY HERALD 

On Oct. 25, the lights will finally go on and water will flow through this featuke at the Wheeling site that 
has shared the names Millennium Plaza and Friendship Park at the intersection of Dundee Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue. Below, Rob Pearson of S & J Electric puts finishing touches on the property. 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer/el 5"; t

,  e 
On a dusky evening later this 

month, water will flow into a 
frothing pool, beckoning to 
motorists at a busy intersection in 
Wheeling. 

Lights will finally shine above 
new park benches and cast a glow 
over walkwkr stones at a park 
Wheeling officials hope will cause 
a buzz for residents and visitors 
from neighboring towns. 

The park plaza on the northern 
' corner of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road will be finished after 
more than four years in the 
making. 

The village is planning a dedi-
cation ceremony from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Oct. 25 for the space that has 
shared the names Millennium 
Plaza and Friendship Paik. 

"I think it's going to be some-
thing that will hopefully reflect our 
community as something that's 
very classy," said Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann, who personally com-
missioned the artist for the 
project. "I've had questions 
already from people asking if we 
will do weddings there. I see it as a 
meeting' plate for graduation, 
prom pictures, homecoming pic-
tures."  

People have been eager to see 
the removal of the construction 
fence, Lehmann said. It will come 
down more than three months 
after an initial July 3 deadline. 

The unforeseen cleanup of 
underground storage tanks to 
meet Environmental Protection 
Agency standards delayed the pro-
ject. 

Project manager Harding ESE 
also had to alter the design after 
the village board wanted an 
enlarged fountain, which 
increased the cost from $1.27 mil-
lion to $1.56 million. 

"We're still going to be less than 
a year from the time we presented 
to the time we are done," 
Lehmann said. "To take a project 
from nothing more than artist ren-
derings and take it to a final 
project in less than a year is amaz-ing:, 

Wheeling spent three years 
holding a design contest and 
public hearings to develop a Mil-
lennium Plaza proposal trustees 
ultimately voted to kill in June of 
last year. 

Trustees voted unanimously 
against the project, saying it wasn't 
worth the estimated $1 million 
because few residents liked its 
steely design. 

Village President Greg Klatecki 
was the only board member to 

"I might have been the messen-
ger, but this was a team effort," 
Lehmann said. 

The public is invited to attend 
the dedication of the park, which 
is in front of Cole Taylor Bank, 350 
E. Dundee Road, Wheeling. 

Rich and Dina 
Oberman of 
Wheeling get a 
sneak peek of the 
Wheeling site that 
has been in the 
works for the 
past four years. 

support the Millennium Plaza 
plan, and he later criticized the 
fast-track approach to Friendship 
Park. 

"I had some concerns about the 
increase in cost ... and the time 
schedule," Klatecki said. 'After the 
delays I made a comment saying, 
`I guess I was right,' but now I have 
to say the corner is looking beau-
tiful.' 

Klatecki thinks the park will fit 
well with Wheeling's goals of 
improving its image, he said. . 

"The better you make your 
community look, the more posi-
tive people think about you," 
Klatecki said. 

The biggest triumph is the park 
was something the village board 
worked on together during a time 
when Wheeling was short-staffed, 
Lehmann said. 

"From the time Mr. Anderson 
and Mr. Grabowski left, I think 

every board member rolled up 
their sleeves and helped out in any 
way they could," Lehmann said of 
the dismissal of former Village 
Manager Craig Anderson and the 
departure of Assistant Manager 
James Grabowski. 



Dist. 214 construction students agai Send us your photos 
We publish photos submitte 
by readers, by clubs, schools 

d 

and all community groups. 
Make sure people in the picture 
are identified and supply some 
context for what the photo is about 
and when and where it was taken. 
Mail them to your Neighbor editor, 
listed below, at P.O. Box 280, 
Arlington Heights, IL 60006. 

• • 427-1301. 

Nondebatable success: The Buffalo 
Grove High School speech teams have 
picked up a national recognition from 
the office of• the National Forensic 
League. 

The two teams are now members of 
the 200 Club, earning more than 200 
degrees of merit among their partici-
pants during the 2001-02 school year. 

The designation means they're 
among the top 5, percent of speech 
and debate clubs in the nation. 

Congratulations. 

Holiday or not? District 214 schools 
this year honored the one-year 
anniversary of Sept. 11 in myriad 
ways, from enjoying patriotic choir 
and band performances to wearing 
red, white and blue.  _ 

interested in the purchase. 
Call (847) 718-7669. 

Fax news releases to 

/6 
The question is not what is up. 
It is: What is going up? 
Students enrolled in Northwest 

Suburban High School District 214's 
Practical Architectural Construction 
program, the kids behind several 
beautiful homes already standing in 
the suburbs are busy on this year's 
project: a complete rebuilding of the 
home at 615 W. Vine St., Arlington 
Heights. 

The hammer-wielding group of 42 
students, representing all six high 
schools and the district's alternative 
schools, is starting with the founda-
tion and building up from there. By 
June, they are expected to complete 
what program coordinators call a 
3,300-square-foot, two-story French 
country chateau. 

The original home on the lot was a 
1,260-square-foot ranch. 

That was demolished. 

The PAC pro-
gram allows kids, 
under the guid-
ance of adults, to 
build or remodel 
homes in the sub-
urbs served by 
District 214. The 
homes are sold 
annually, with the 
money going to 
buy the land and 

 materials for the 
next project. 

The program is entirely hands-on, 
with kids meeting at the site daily 
during the school year, rain or shine. 

Stop by and take a look at the Vine 
Street construction project. 

And, if you know anyone who is 
selling land or a home that could be 
remodeled, contact Mike Sons at Dis-
trict 214;  the PAC  program may  be 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

• /e,  • 
A hazardous materials storage 

locker will soon become a new addi-
tion on Gilman Avenue in Wheeling. 

The village board Tuesday agreed 
to let printing company Segerdahl 
Graphics install the containment 
locker outside of its existing building 
at 385 Gilman Ave. 

The approval came only after 
trustees asked Wheeling Fire Chief 
Keith MacIsaac to vouch for the 
safety of the locker. 

"I would just like to make sure of 
the safety for the village," Trustee 
Judy Abruscato said. "I ask because I 
received several calls from residents 
wanting to make sure it's safe." 

MacIsaac assured the village 
board that the 136-square-foot stor-
age building was designed 

BY CORRIE CUTRER 
Daily Herald Staff Wnter • e7 

Community members in Wheel-
ing Township Elementary District 21 
came to a state of the schools meet-
ing Tuesday night with questions 
and concerns about the district's 
financial situation. 

More than 150 people filled the 
commons area at Jack London 
Middle School in Wheeling as school 
officials tried to explain how state-
enforced tax caps and reduced state 
funding have affected the district's 
budget in recent years. 

By engaging in community dis-
cussions, officials are hoping to 
garner support for a tax increase 
they will likely ask voters for next 
April. 

Dan Cash, assistant superinten-
dent of finance and operations, said 
the district lost a total of $22.4 mil-
lion in tax revenue from 1993 to 
2001 because of state restrictions 
placed on how much local taxing 
bodies can collect from homeown-
ers. 

In the education fund alone, Cash 
estimates a deficit of $5 million for  

the 2003-04 school year. That 
number is expected to increase by 
$1 million for the following two 
years. 

"We can increase revenue or 
reduce staff and programs," Cash 
said. "Those are the options avail-
able." 

Some of the parents who attended 
Tuesday's meeting said they need 
more information before deciding 
whether they'll support a tax 
increase. 

"I would support it if that's what it 
came down to, but I'd want more 
specific fiscal information," said 
Bonnie Zaretsky, a reading tutor at 
Tarkington Elementary School in 
Wheeling. 

Zaretsky and some other parents 
said they want more detailed facts 
on how the district is spending its 
money. 

Several people raised concerns, 
for example, about the amount of 
money the district is putting into 
three schools that now offer a year-
round learning calendar. 

Under the continuous learning 
calendar schedule, students attend 
school year-round with several 

specifically to contain the haz-
ardous materials Segerdahl wants to 
store. 

The printing company makes 
commercial flyers, brochures news-
paper inserts and a host of other 
products and wants a place to safely 
store solvents and other flammable 
liquids the company uses in the 
process. 

"It's safer than a container for 
flammable liquids kept inside," 
MacIsaac said. 

"By putting the flammable liquids 
outside and separate from the main 
building itself — and it is set back 
from the main building — it also 
makes it easier for us to operate," he 
said of a potential fire or safety emer-
gency. 

Trustees were also able to review 
minutes from a plan commission 
meeting earlier this month, when  

three-week intercessions, or breaks, 
in between. 

While students can choose to use 
this intercession period as a holiday 
away from school, many opt to still 
attend school because intercession 
classes that are more laid back in 
structure are available. 

Parents only have to pay $10 per 
week for the three-week program. 
The cost for the district, however, is 
higher. 

The most recent intercession 
period that began Sept. 30 and will 
conclude Friday will cost the district 
$100,124 in teacher payments. 

Board members are expected to 
approve this cost at a regular meet-
ing Thursday night. 

Some parents said they want 
more information about how pro-
grams like this are affecting the 
district's finances before pledging 
more financial support. 

Another state of the schools meet-
ing for those who couldn't attend 
Tuesday is scheduled from 7 to 9 
p.m. Oct. 29 at Jack London Middle 
School, 1001 W. Dundee Road, 
Wheeling. Call (847) 537-8270 for 
more information. 

Wheeling OKs hazardous materials storage 
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representatives from Segerdahl 
explained that the building is 
designed to contain 25 percent of the 
product stored in case of a spill. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency requires only 10 percent of 
the contents be contained in an acci-
dental spill. 

"It actually exceeds the EPA 
requirements," MacIsaac confirmed. 

The storage locker will have the 
capacity to hold 21, 55-gallon drums 
of hazardous materials, but.  
Segerdahl President Bill Harper has 
assured village officials the company 
will probably store only five to 10 
drums at a time. 

As a precaution, the building will 
have hazardous materials warning 
signs attached to its doors and sides. 

Also, Segerdahl is in an industrial 
area, and its new storage building 
wont be visible from Wheeling Road. 



■ Retail 
Continued from page 5 
tion, said Shadow Bend Drive 
is a private road, and she is 
not sure if the association has 
the right to grant such a re-
quest. She said she is awaiting 
on a legal opinion on the ques-
tion. 

The proposed center would 
abut the Shadow Bend devel-
opment. Hein said the plans 
show an extensive landscaped 
buffer between the center and 
the backyards of some of the 
residents. He also said the de-
veloper would agree to build a 
new fence between the prop-
erties. 

But Shadow Bend residents 
have other concerns about the 
center as well. They mainly 
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;New bins to up 
road salt supply 

/ Cr, / o es;s  
By CASEY MOFFITe 

STAFF WRITER 

/v. 7 - ‘). 
The Wheeling Public Works 

Department is on its way to 
improving salt storage condi-
tions that should allow the vil-
lage to have plenty of road salt 
on hand throughout the win-
ter. 

The Village Board gave its 
permission to build a new, 
800-ton storage bin at 175 
Hintz Road this fall because 
the current bin is structurally 
unstable. David Kowal, public 
works assistant director, said 
cracks in two walls of the bin 
are indicative of "severe struc-
tural problems" and sug-
gested a new one be built. 

"I'm not comfortable using 
it for storage," he told the 
board. 

Salt storage has been a 
problem for many years in the 
village. Currently, public 
works has the 200-ton storage 
bin on Hintz Road, two small 
bins at the south pumping sta-
tion on Wheeling Road that 
hold 250 tons and another 200 
tons are stored under a plastic 

tarp on Hintz Road. 

Kowal said the village's cur-
rent salt storage capacity can 
be used up in three to four 
days if the weather is bad 
enough. Kowal said the de-
partment has enough money 
to build one bin this year, and 
he hopes the board will fund 
construction of another 
800-ton bin next year, giving 
the department the ability to 
store 1,600 tons of salt. Kowal 
said the department uses an 
average of 1,800 tons a year. 

"This would give us almost 
an entire year's worth of salt," 
Kowal said. "Then we won't 
have to take deliveries the day 
of a storm because we simply 
don't have storage for salt." 

Not only is there a lack of 
storage, but it takes seven 
days to get a delivery, Kowal 
said. The department pur-
chases its salt through the 
state. The village will not bid 
the' construction of the bin 
since winter is approaching. 
Kowal will '43ollect three writ-
ten proposals and accept the 
best one. One proposal puts 
the cost at $45,000. 

Antioch contractor picked 
to build bike path between 
Wheeling, Buffalo Grove 
BY STEVE ZALUSKY stretch for nearly two miles, running 
Daily Herald Staff Miter oc:ri (y) along a Commonwealth Edison right 

of way adjacent to the Canadian 
A new bicycle path linking the National Railway tracks, from the 

Metra stations in Buffalo Grove and Buffalo Grove station to the Wheel-
Wheeling is slowly rolling toward ing municipal campus on Dundee 
completion. Road. 

Jim Kukla, an engineer with the 
Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion, the lead agency on the project, 
said Antioch-based contractor 
Thelen Sand & Gravel Inc. has sub-
mitted the low bid of $765,813. 

Thelen and IDOT will have a pre-
construction meeting next week. 

Kukla said construction could 
begin before the end of the year on 
the project. 

The path has had a slow evolution 
since it was proposed during the 
past decade. 

Wheeling village President Greg 
Klatecki said the project was still 
evolving when he was on the park 
board, which he served from 1989 
until 1997. 

William Balling, village manager 
for Buffalo Grove, one of the com-
munities sharing the cost of the 
project, said defining standards that 
IDOT could accept caused some of 
the delayy. 

Another delay included the need 
to draw up the plans in metric and 
U.S. measurements. 

When it is complete, the path will 

In addition to linking the two 
communities, the path will offer a 
way for bicyclists to reach the Wheel-
ing Park District's aquatic center and 
Denoyer Park 

"I think it is in an ideal location," 
said Klatecki, who noted that its 
remoteness will offer users a chance 
for a bit of an escape. 

The pathway is an example of 
intergovernmental cooperation. 
Among the agencies participating 
are the villages of Buffalo Grove and 
Wheeling and the park districts of 
both villages. 

Also involved are the Rotary clubs 
of Buffalo Grove and Wheeling. As 
for the cost, that is being handled 
through state funds and local con-
tributions. 

Balling said the seed for the idea 
was planted at Rotary and then fil-
tered down to the park districts and 
municipalities. 

However, he said, the costs were 
beyond what those organizations 
and agencies.could handle. That was 
when the ,state's assistance was 
solicited. 

Retail center proposed 
for Milwaukee Avenue 

AO • /7 - 
The Vi reeling Plan Commission indicated its 

enthush m for a new, upscale shopping center 
on Nor' Milwaukee Avenue, but commis-
sioners )ted more work needs to be done on 
the plan 

Plans ,or the center show two buildings on 
the long, narrow property located just north of 
the Dundee Road intersection. A small court-
yard area in between the two buildings is 
shown on the plans. William Hein, a consultant 
for the project, said the plan is to include some 
plantings or a small fountain in the courtyard. 

"It would be a place for shoppers to browse 
or sit," said Hernando Moreno, the architect. 
"The hope is for pedestrians to use it with 
(Friendship Park) down the street." 

The buildings would be built toward the 
front of the property, with parking in the back. 
Hein said such a design would make the proj-
ect more visually pleasing from the road, and 
commissioners agreed. 

"I've been pushing for buildings up front for 
years," Plan Commission Chairman Ken Brady 
said. 

Building materials would be similar to what 
was used at One Milwaukee Place, and the 
style of the two buildings is similar to the Wal-
greens store across the street. The same brick  

pavers that are being installed along Milwau-
kee Avenue also would be used in the center. 

Hein said the architect and the developer are 
trying to make the center fit into the neighbor-
hood. 

"We're trying to blend it with (Friendship) 
park," he said. "The goal is to get people to 
walk between the two." 

Village officials have been trying to find 
ways to create more foot traffic near the Mil-
waukee Avenue and Dundee Road intersec-
tion, and plan commissioners applauded that 
goal. 

Hein said he has been speaking with poten-
tial clients for the 11 shops that will be in the 
center. He envisions businesses such as a jew-
eler, a clothing store, a shoe store and an ice 
cream or coffee shop at the center. 

Wheeling Fire Department officials are con-
cerned about the proposal because the plan 
shows only one entrance and exit to the center, , 
making it difficult for emergeriey',equipmerit to 
move in, out and around the property, said 
Wheeling Fire Marshal Milton Lemke. 

Hein said he has been speaking with the 
Shadow Bend Homeowners' Association to see 
if an entrance could be built from Shadow 
Bend Drive into the center for emergency vehi-
cle use only. 

Denise Kennedy, president of the associa- 
(Continued on page 14) 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
FF WRITER 



Retail center proposed 
for Milwaukee Avenue 

Continued from page 5 
tion, said Shadow Bend Drive 
is a private road, and she is 
not sure if the association has 
the right to grant such a re-
quest. She said she is awaiting 
on a legal opinion on the ques-
tion. 

The proposed center would 
abut the Shadow Bend devel-
opment. Hein said the plans 
show an extensive landscaped 
buffer between the center and 
the backyards of some of the 
residents. He also said the de-
veloper would agree to build a 
new fence between the prop-
erties. 

But Shadow Bend residents 
have other concerns about the 
center as well. They mainly 
center around increased noise 
from cars and the impact on 
their neighborhood of light-
ing, trash and exhaust. 

Chad Gifford, a Shadow 
Bend Drive resident, said his 
backyard would be right next 
to the center. He said he is 
concerned about privacy and 
security. 

"Lights coming into my 
bedroom window at 10 in the 
evening is not acceptable, and 
it won't be acceptable to who-
ever I sell to," he said. 

"We would like to see it re-
main vacant and be a park," 
Kennedy said. 

Plan commissioners said 
they like the idea of the cen-
ter, but they continued the 
hearing until Nov. 14 so some 
of the Fire Department's con-
cerns and the Shadow Bend 
residents' concerns can be ad-
dressed. 

"I want you to make the im-
pact to Shadow Bend as little 
as possible," commissioner 
Steven Boime said. 

The center would take up 
the vacant lot on the east side 
of Milwaukee Avenue, just 
north of Dundee Road, and 
the multifamily home to the 
south. That home recently 
burned in a fire. The home is 
already under contract for 

c purchase. 
waymr nicychsts to reach the Wheel-
ing Park District's aquatic center and 
Denoyer Park 

"I think it is in an ideal location," 
said Klatecki, who noted that its 
remoteness will offer users a chance 
for a bit of an escape. 

The pathway is an example of 
intergovernmental cooperation. 
Among the agencies participating 
are the villages of Buffalo Grove and 
Wheeling and the park districts of 
both villages. 

Also involved are the Rotary clubs • 
of Buffalo Grove and Wheeling. As 
for the cost, that is being handled 
through state funds and local con- 
tributions.

Balling said the seed for the idea 
was planted at Rotary and then fil-
tered down to the park districts and 
municipalities. 

However, he said, the costs were 
beyond what those organizations 
and agencies.could handle. That was 
when the:',state's assistance was 
sacited. 

II Retail 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
,FF WRITER 
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The W Leeling Plan Commission indicated its 
enthusii m for a new, upscale shopping center 
on Nor' Milwaukee Avenue, but commis-
sioners ited more work needs to be done on 
the plan 

Plans .or the center show two buildings on 
the long, narrow property located just north of 
the Dundee Road intersection. A small court-
yard area in between the two buildings is 
shown on the plans. William Hein, a consultant 
for the project, said the plan is to include some 
plantings or a small fountain in the courtyard. 

"It would be a place for shoppers to browse 
or sit," said Hernando Moreno, the architect. 
"The hope is for pedestrians to use it with 
(Friendship Park) down the street." 

The buildings would be built toward the 
front of the property, with parking in the back. 
Hein said such a design would make the proj-
ect more visually pleasing from the road, and 
commissioners agreed. 

"I've been pushing for buildings up front for 
years," Plan Commission Chairman Ken Brady 
said. 

Building materials would be similar to what 
was used at One Milwaukee Place, and the 
style of the two buildings is similar to the Wal-
greens store across the street. The same brick 

STAFF WRITER 
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The Wheeling Public Works 

Department is on its way to 
improving salt storage condi-
tions that should allow the vil-
lage to have plenty of road salt 
on hand throughout the win-
ter. 

The Village Board gave its 
permission to build a new, 
800-ton storage bin at 175 
Hintz Road this fall because 
the current bin is structurally 
unstable. David Kowal, public 
works assistant director, said 
cracks in two walls of the bin 
are indicative of "severe struc-
tural problems" and sug-
gested a new one be built. 

"I'm not comfortable using 
it for storage," he told the 
board. 

Salt storage has been a 
problem for many years in the 
village. Currently, public 
works has the 200-ton storage 
bin on Hintz Road, two small 
bins at the south pumping sta-
tion on Wheeling Road that 
hold 250 tons and another 200 
tons are stored under a plastic  

pavers that are being installed along Milwau-
kee Avenue also would be used in the center. 

Hein said the architect and the developer are 
trying to make the center fit into the neighbor-
hood. 

"We're trying to blend it with (Friendship) 
park," he said. "The goal is to get people to 
walk between the two." 

Village officials have been trying to find 
ways to create more foot traffic near the Mil-
waukee Avenue and Dundee Road intersec-
tion, and plan commissioners applauded that 
goal. 

Hein said he has been speaking with poten-
tial clients for the 11 shops that will be in the 
center. He envisions businesses such as a jew-
eler, a clothing store, a shoe store and an ice 
cream or coffee shop at the center. 

Wheeling Fire Department officials are con-
cerned about the proposal because the plan 
shows only one entrance and exit to the center, 
making it difficult for emergeriey'equipment to: 
move in, out and around the property, said 
Wheeling Fire Marshal Milton Lemke. 

Hein said he has been speaking with the 
Shadow Bend Homeowners' Association to see 
if an entrance could be built from Shadow 
Bend Drive into the center for emergency vehi-
cle use only. 

Denise Kennedy, president of the associa-
(Continued on page 14) 

BY STEVE ZALUSKY 

New bins to up 
road, salt supply 

ie2 oec.,--(1,1, 

By CASEY MoFFrre tarp on Hintz Road. 

Kowal said the village's cur-
rent salt storage capacity can 
be used up in three to four 
days if the weather is bad 
enough. Kowal said the de-
partment has enough money 
to build one bin this year, and 
he hopes the board will fund 
construction of another 
800-ton bin next year, giving 
the department the ability to 
store 1,600 tons of salt. Kowal 
said the department uses an 
average of 1,800 tons a year. 

"This would give us almost 
an entire year's worth of salt," 
Kowal said. "Then we won't 
have to take deliveries the day 
of a storm because we simply 
don't have storage for salt." 

Not only is there a lack of 
storage, but it takes seven 
days to get a delivery, Kowal 
said. The department pur-
chases its salt through the 
state. The village will not bid 
the construction of the bin 
since winter is approaching. 
Kowal will t\eollect three writ-
ten proposals and accept the 
best one. One proposal puts 
the cost at $45,000. 
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Antioch contr.; 
to build bike 
Wheeling, Bui 

a: 
Daily Herald Staff Writer ocji-  

A new bicycle path linking the 
Metra stations in Buffalo Grove and 
Wheeling is slowly rolling toward 
completion. 

Jim Kukla, an engineer with the 
Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion, the lead agency on the project, 
said Antioch-based contractor 
Thelen Sand & Gravel Inc. has sub-
mitted the low bid of $765,813. 

Thelen and IDOT will have a pre-
construction meeting next week 

Kukla said construction could 
begin before the end of the year on 
the project. 

The path has had a slow evolution 
since it was proposed during the 
past decade. 

Wheeling village President Greg 
Klatecki said the project was still 
evolving when he was on the park 
board, which he served from 1989 
until 1997. 

William Balling, village manager 
for Buffalo Grove, one of the com-
munities sharing the cost of the 
project, said defining standards that 
IDOT could accept caused some of 
the delay. 

Another delay included the need 
to draw up the plans in metric and 
U.S. measurements. 

When it is complete, the path will  



District 21 moves ahead 
with $10.7 million project 
BY CORRIE CUTRER 
Daily Herald Staff Welty fD if, 

A second round of construction 
work will begin next summer in 
Wheeling Township Elerhentary Dis-
trict 21 as officials move ahead with 
plans to continue renovating all 12 of 
the district's elementary and middle 
schools. 

At a meeting Thursday night, 
board members discussed a new 
phase of.projects that will address 
needs at all three of the district's 
middle schools as well as two ele-
mentary buildings — Riley School in 
Arlington Heights and Longfellow 
School in Buffalo Grove. 

The district's administrative center 
in Wheeling will receive updates and 
expansion work as well. 

Interior work of replacing ceilings, 
lighting and windows will be com-
pleted at all of the targeted sites. 

Holmes Middle School and 
Longfellow will receive new tile 
floors. All buildings will also receive a 
new roof and masonry repairs. 

At the administrative center, an 
extension to the storage warehouse 
that sits behind the main building  

will be built to give extra space to the 
district's maintenance staff. 

The $700,000 addition will serve as 
a garage for maintenance vehicles 
and also give staff more room to 
operate in their daily responsibilities 
of doing things like computer 
repairs, said Dan Cash, assistant 
superintendent of finance and oper-
ations. The total costs for all phase 
two projects is estimated to be $10.7 
million and will be funded through 
$21.5 million in bonds that the dis-
trict borrowed following approval of 
a tax increase referendum in 2001. 

The district already spent a portion 
of the $21.5 million earlier this year 
through similar work it completed at 
four elementary schools — Field, 
Tarlcington, Twain and Whitman —
this past summer. Other work that 
began in summer is still under way at 
Poe Elementary School in Arlington 
Heights, where a new office center is 
scheduled to be completed in Janu-
ary.The cost of those projects was 
$6.5 million. Thursday's discussion of 
the new construction scheduled to 
begin next May came only a few days 
after the board held a State of the 
Schools meeting. 
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Dist. 214 group he 
BY ERIN HOLMES 

Daily Herald Staff Writer/
" 

Parents and teachers pushing for 
more pools in Northwest Suburban 
High School District 214 schools 
made their case to a smattering of 
residents Monday, laying out their 
plan for improving the aquatics sit-
uation and urging residents to 
attend an upcoming school board 
discussion of the issue: 

The meeting was hosted by  

AQUA, Advocating a Qua 
Understanding of Aquatics -
group that has been appealin 
officials to upgrade an aqur 
program they say is consider 
lacking in comparison to other 
tricts. District 214 has pools at 
of its six high schools. 

"We wanted to pursue this 
just for the swim team or 
divers, but for everybody," g 
member Mary Ann Anderson 
" (Swimming) is a life skill 

People seeking more 
District 214 pools to 
make case to public 
BY ERIN HOLMES 

Daily Herald Staff Writer / p z 

The people pushing for pools in 
more Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214 high schools are 
preparing to whet the community's 
knowledge of the issues. 

A group of parents, teachers and 
students calling itself AQUA, or Advo-
cating Quality Understanding of 
Aquatics, has scheduled a public 
informational meeting to outline the 
district's current aquatics situation—
two schools have pools, four do not 
- - as well as discuss why more pools 
would be beneficial to the commu-
nity and explain exactly what they'd 
like to see happen. 

The meeting is set for 7:30 p.m. 
Monday at Prospect High School, 801 
W Kensington Road in Mount 
Prospect. All residents are invited, 
including those with children in ele-
mentary districts 15, 21, 23, 25, 26, 57 
and 59, all of which feed into District 
214. 

"It's just so that they are more 
informed, or informed period," 
AQUA member Chris Arce said. 
"Some of them are not informed at 
all. Some of them have lost touch 
with things, because this has gone on 
for a while." 

The AQUA meeting will come in 
advance of a school board discussion 
of the pools issue, set for 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday at Forest View Educational 
Center, 2121 S. Goebbert Road in  

Arlington Heights. 
At that meeting, officials will report 

the results of a study on the feasibil-
ity of adding more pools to schools —
a study requested by board members 
earlier this year — and present an 
updated 2003-2006 facilities 
improvement plan that likely will 
include ideas for the future of district 
aquatic facilities. 

Buffalo Grove and Wheeling high 
schools now are the only schools 
with pools. Swimmers at Elk Grove, 
Hersey, Prospect and Rolling Mead-
ows high schools either use park 
district facilities or share an existing 
district pool. 

Suggestions for adding pools in the 
past have sunk, in large part 
because of a concern over lack of 
space and cost of building them. 

This time, the idea has garnered at 
least preliminary support from 
some school board members. 

AQUA members, who have 
attended and spoken out at board 
meetings for several months, say 
school pools can be beneficial to 
entire communities and all students, 
and are urging the district to add 
pools to give all district students ade-
quate and equal facilities. 

In a position paper submitted to 
the district in June, members called 
for a pool to be built immediately at 
one school, with others to follow 
down the road, and requested aquat-
ics be incorporated into the 
established curriculum. 

Palwaukee's air pollution issu 
BY CASS CLIATT 

441-krald Staff Writer 

Some members of the community 
team formed to improve the rela-
tionship between Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport and its neighbors 
think the group should dedicate itself 
to reducing air pollution from the air-
port. 

However, other members say too 
many unanswered questions remain 
about the level of pollutants gener-
ated by Palwaukee to commit to a  

new initiative. 
The Palwaukee Airport Commu-

nity Engagement Council, known as 
PACE, has been focusing on reducing 
noise from Palwaukee. 

The group made a presentation 
last month to the Palwaukee Air-
port Commission with 
recommendations on changing 
flight patterns. 

Those recommendations have 
been well received and PACE 
member Warren Sunde is pushing 
the council to turn its attention to air  

quality issues. 
"I was reluctant to believe there 

was a problem with Palwaukee until 
a visit to a friend's house," Sunde said. 
"The odor was so bad I had to get 
out." 

Sunde presented figures compar-
ing vehicle emissions of benzene, 
formaldehyde and other pollutants 
to the emissions at Midway Airport, 
which he said is comparable to Pal-
waukee. 

He said airport pollution levels are 
drastically higher. He recommended  
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London Middle School sixth-grader Katherine Chwalisz, 11, of Buffalo 
Grove, reads a poem called "Remember Me" that was recited at the 
funeral of Kelly Baker two years ago. Baker died of an Ecstasy overdose. 
Her mother, Kate Patton, left, also spoke to students Monday. 

Drug czar challenges 
kids to not  choose drugs 



Aquatics; has scheduled a public 
informational meeting to outline the 
district's current aquatics situation—
two schools have pools, four do not 
-"- as well as discuss why more pools 
would be beneficial to the commu-
nity and explain exactly what they'd 
like to see happen. 

The meeting is set for 7:30 p.m. 
Monday at Prospect High School, 801 
W. Kensington Road in Mount 
Prospect. All residents are invited, 
including those with children in ele-
mentary districts 15, 21, 23, 25, 26, 57 
and 59, all of which feed into District 
214. 

"It's just so that they are more 
informed, or informed period," 
AQUA member Chris Arce said. 
"Some of them are not informed at 
all. Some of them have lost touch 
with things, because this has gone on 
for a while." 

The AQUA meeting will come in 
advance of a school board discussion 
of the pools issue, set for 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday at Forest View Educational 
Center, 2121 S. Goebbert Road in  

schools now are the only scnoots 
with pools. Swimmers at Elk Grove, 
Hersey, Prospect and Rolling Mead-
ows high schools either use park 
district facilities or share an existing 
district pool. 

Suggestions for adding pools in the 
past have sunk, in large part 
because of a concern over lack of 
space and cost of building them. 

This time, the idea has garnered at 
least preliminary support from 
some school board members. 

AQUA members, who have 
attended and spoken out at board 
meetings for several months, say 
school pools can be beneficial to 
entire communities and all students, 
and are urging the district to add 
pools to give all district students ade-
quate and equal facilities. 

In a position paper submitted to 
the district in June, members called 
for a pool to be built immediately at 
one school, with others to follow 
down the road, and requested aquat-
ics be incorporated into the 
established curriculum.  

AI migiun nelgflts ana Longfellow 
School in Buffalo Grove. 

The district's administrative center 
in Wheeling will receive updates and 
expansion work as well. 

Interior work of replacing ceilings, 
lighting and windows will be com-
pleted at all of the targeted sites. 

Holmes Middle School and 
Longfellow will receive new tile 
floors. All buildings will also receive a 
new roof and masonry repairs. 

At the administrative center, an 
extension to the storage warehouse 
that sits behind the main building  

of the $21.5 million earlier this year 
through similar work it completed at 
four elementary schools — Field, 
Tarkington,-Thrain and Whitman —
this past summer. Other work that 
began in summer is still under way at 
Poe Elementary School in Arlington 
Heights, where a new office center is 
scheduled to be completed in Janu-
ary.The cost of those projects was 
$6.5 million. Thursday's discussion of 
the new construction scheduled to 
begin next May came only a few days 
after the board held a State of the 
Schools meeting. 

Palwaukee's air pollution issu 
BY CASS CLIATT o 
DatkHerald Staff Writer 

Some members of the community 
team formed to improve the rela-
tionship between Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport and its neighbors 
think the group should dedicate itself 
to reducing air pollution from the air-
port. 

However, other members say too 
many unanswered questions remain 
about the level of pollutants gener-
ated by Palwaukee to commit to a  

new initiative. 
The Palwaukee Airport Commu-

nity Engagement Council, known as 
PACE, has been focusing on reducing 
noise from Palwaukee. 

The group made a presentation 
last month to the Palwaukee Air-
port Commission with 
recommendations on changing 
flight patterns. 

Those recommendations have 
been well received and PACE 
member Warren Sunde is pushing 
the council to turn its attention to air  

quality issues. 
"I was reluctant to believe there 

was a problem with Palwaukee until 
a visit to a friend's house," Sunde said. 
"The odor was so bad I had to get 
out." 

Sunde presented figures compar-
ing vehicle emissions of benzene, 
formaldehyde and other pollutants 
to the emissions at Midway Airport, 
which he said is comparable to Pal-
waukee. 

He said airport pollution levels are 
drastically higher. He recommended 
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Dist. 214 group hopes others will also push for more pools 
BY ERIN HOLMES 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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Parents and teachers pushing for 
more pools in Northwest Suburban 
High School District 214 schools 
made their case to a smattering of 
residents Monday, laying out their 
plan for improving the aquatics sit-
uation and urging residents to 
attend an upcoming school board 
discussion of the issue. 

The meeting was hosted by  

AQUA, Advocating a Quality 
Understanding of Aquatics — a 
group that has been appealing to 
officials to upgrade an aquatics 
program they say is considerably 
lacking in comparison to other dis-
tricts. District 214 has pools at two 
of its six high schools. 

"We wanted to pursue this not 
just for the swim team or the 
divers, but for everybody," group 
member Mary Ann Anderson said. 
"(Swimming) is a life skill that  

everybody can use." 
The parents group has made 

many requests; among them: Add 
pools, in a timely manner, to the 
four high schools that don't have 
them; update Wheeling High's 
pool; buy the pool at Buffalo Grove 
High, which is now shared with the 
park district; and incorporate 
aquatics into the curriculum. 

Officials on Thursday will pre-
sent the results of a study that 
examined the feasibility of adding  

pools and also review a facilities 
plan that should include some sug-
gestions on what to do with 
aquatics. 

No vote will be taken. 
Turnout at Monday night's com-

munity informational meeting 
was small, but it did generate sup-
port for the aquatics effort. 

"I've just become shockingly 
aware of the lack here," future 
Prospect High parent Rick Warner 
said. "This district is sorely lacking  

in this area. ... Without pools, kids 
are coming out of school not know-
ing how to swim." 

Supporters of more pools have 
repeatedly said pools benefit 
schools and entire communities. 

People in the past have pushed 
for more pools, but the suggestion 
has fizzled, largely because of con-
cerns over costs and space. 

"We're not just going to give up 
like people in the past. We're just 
not willing to do that," group  

member Chris Arce said at Monday 
night's meeting. 

"It's imperative that everyone 
here get as many people as you 
can" to go to Thursday's board 
meeting. She urged people to wear 
their school colors. 

The meeting is set for 7:30 p.m. 
at Forest View Educational Center, 
2121 S. Goebbert Road in Arlington 
Heights. 

The room it will be held in will 
depend on expected turnout. 



Wheeling resident who ran license mill pleads guilty 
BY BOB SUSNJARA 
Daily Herald Staff Wrior 

A Wheeling man pleaded guilty 
Monday to operating a driver's license 
mill that prosecutor; said targeted 
illegal immigrants. 

Mikhail Tsipis, 45, of 294 Weeping 
Willow Road, will be on probation for 
two years and mu: t forfeit about 
$400,000 in illegal pr )seeds under a 
plea bargain he ei tered in Lake 
County circuit court 

Tsipis, who pleade I guilty to com-
puter fraud, will be eligible for six 
months in Lake Cott: ity jail if he vio-
lates any terms of his probation. Theft  

charges were dropped as part of the 
deal. 

Two of Tsipis' employees also 
entered plea deals Monday in Lake 
County court. A third pleaded guilty 
last week and all three had agreed to 
testify against Tsipis at trial. 

Tsipis sold fake international 
driver's licenses, mostly to illegal Mex-
ican and Polish immigrants, for up to 
$250 apiece, Assistant State's Attorney 
Patricia Fix told the court. 

Employees at the Gurnee offices of 
Tsipis' International Driving Docu-
ments Inc. generated the phony 
licenses on zomputers. 

If, the ca >e had gone to trial. the  

prosecution would have shown it 
usually took about a week to produce 
a picture license with the customer's 
signature. 

Fix said legal international driver's 
licenses typically are available for $10 
to $20. She said they are issued only to 
drivers posseSsing valid, government-
issued licenses. 

Some of the illegal aliens used the  

bogus international licenses to sup-
plement other identification in the 
United States, prosecutors said. Tes-
timony would have showed that 150 
customers often visited Tsipis' busi-
ness for licenses on Saturdays. 

Also plead ng guilty Monday were 
Olga Ilina, 22, of 4521 Malden, Apt. 
408, Chicago, and Olesya Kelina, 23, 
of 1820 Delany Road, Gurnee.  

School for all sixth-
eighth-grade boys 
!cling High School 
'layers should meet 
Following times: 
— 11 a.m. to 12:45 

e— 12:45 to 2:30 

• 2:30 to 4:15 p.m. 
uestions may call 
;ki, (847) 541-3447, 
847) 520-9191. 

at Midwest Best 
youth basketball 

23 and 24 in 
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Wheeling High School seniors put colorful, tie-dye finishing touches on a float that later wound its way through 
village streets during the annual homecoming parade. 

A blast 
from 

the past 
`Retro Romance' takes 

the students and staff 

of Wheeling High 

back to tie-dye days 

BY ERIN HOLMES 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The verdict is in on Wheeling High 
School's 2002 homecoming. 

It was groovy, man. 
The school recently held its week-

long festivities geared to a "Retro 
Romance" theme, inviting students 
and staff to return to an era when 
Wheeling High was first con-
structed. 

Activities included dress-up days. 
Those saw kids trading their Wheeling 

Wildcat blue-and-
yellow for tie-dye 
and '60s and '70s 
attire, among 
other things. 

There was also 
a colorful parade, 
fireworks, a pep 
rally, an outdoor 
fun run with 
retro music and 
creative 
lunchtime enter-
tainment. 

The latter 
included a 

Rubik's Cube contest (as if home-
work does not provide enough 
headaches). 

"The theme worked out pretty 
well," said student council adviser 
Sandra Perez, who helped coordi-
nate the activities. "It might have 
been a bit of a history lesson, too." 

The theme, which saw school hall-
ways decorated with peace signs and 
popular 1960s and 1970s slogans, 
also "was a hit with the teachers," 
Perez said. "There was a lot of remi-
niscing going on." 

The annual coronation ceremony 
and parade, traditions recently 
revived, also were hits. 

David Diaz and Zugue Ortiz were 
named king and queen. 

PHOTOS BY 
DANIEL WHITE/DAILY HERALD 

Above, Zugue Ortiz, Wheeling High 
School's newly crowned 2002 
homecoming queen, waves as she 
rides through the streets during the 
school's annual homecoming 
parade. At right, Lori Lalowski holds 
her nephew, Corey Batz, as they 
watch the Wheeling High School 
marching band wind through the 
streets during the homecoming 
parade. 

What 

homecoming 
ton Heights. Tickets are $8; senic 
citizens will have free admissior 
Call (847) 718-4884. 

• Rolling Meadows High Schot 
students will stage their fall play, th 
comedy "The Curious Savage," 
7:30 p.m. Oct. 31 and Nov. 1 and 2 
the school, 2901 Central Roat 
Rolling Meadows. Tickets are $1 
Call (847) 718-5609. 

,, • Prospect High School will pc] 
form the rousing patribtic music; 
"1776" at 7:30 p.m. today, Thursda 
Friday and Saturday at the schoo 
801 W. Kensington Road, Mow 
Prospect. Tickets are $7; call (84: 
718-5304 or (847) 718-5305 ft 
information. 

• Erin Holmes covers District 214. 
She welcomes news, tips or story 
ideas. Contisct her at (847) 427-
4488 or at 
eholmes@dailyherald.com. 
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"It might have 

been a bit of a 

history lesson, 

too." 

Sandra Perez, 
student council 

adviser 

   

-ci
cu  

Tr
ait34) ow= 

9 • ›''' ,-0 -0 0 '' ›- 'zi  
'" g = E Ncig4iS t'g 0 21,r,  

   

     

     

     



sioluas Lplm. btu E spy 2upED 

'C 

Wheeling resident who ran license mill pleads guilty 
BY BOB SUSNJARA 

Daily Herald Skiff j  e f, s 7 

A Wheeling man pleaded guilty 
Monday to operating a driver's license 
mill that prosecutor= said targeted 
illegal immigrants. 

Mikhail Tsipis, 45, of 294 Weeping 
Willow Road, will be on probation for 
two years and mug t forfeit about 
$400,000 in illegal pr )ceeds under a 
plea bargain he el .tered in Lake 
County circuit court 

Tsipis, who pleade f guilty to com-
puter fraud, will be eligible for six 
months in Lake Cott' ity jail if he vio-
lates any terms of his probation. Theft  

charges were dropped as part of the 
deal. 

Two of Tsipis' employees also 
entered plea deals Monday in Lake 
County court. A third pleaded guilty 
last week and all three had agreed to 
testify against Tsipis at trial. 

Tsipis sold fake international 
driver's licenses, mostly to illegal Mex-
ican and Polish immigrants, for up to 
$250 apiece, Amistant State's Attorney 
Patricia Fix told the court. 

Employees at the Gurnee offices of 
Tsipis' International Driving Docu-
ments Inc. generated the phony 
licenses on :omputers. 

If, the ca ie had gone to trial. the  

prosecution would have shown it 
usually took about a week to produce 
a picture license with the customer's 
signature. 

Fix said legal international driver's 
licenses typically are available for $10 
to $20. She said they are issued only to 
drivers posseSsing valid, government-
issued licenses. 

Some of the illegal aliens used the  

bogus international licenses to sup-
plement other identification in the 
United States, prosecutors said. Tes-
timony would have showed that 150 
customers often visited Tsipis' busi-
ness for licenses on Saturdays. 

Also pleading guilty Monday were 
Olga Ilina, 22, of 4521 Malden, Apt. 
408, Chicago, and Olesya Kelina, 23, 
of 1820 Delany Road, Gurnee.  

School for all sixth-
eighth-grade boys 
!eling High School 
'layers should meet 
following times: 
— 11 a.m. to 12:45 

e— 12:45 to 2:30 

• 2:30 to 4:15 p.m. 
uestions may call 
;ki, (847) 541-3447, 
847) 520-9191. 

at: Midwest Best 
t youth basketball 
I. 23.  and 24 in 
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uzzles Wheeling High students during homecoming Rubik's Cube 
/4" - 3 

First, a brief warning: If you are no 
longer in high school, this probably 
will make you feel old. 

During the 2002 homecoming fes-
tivities at Wheeling High School 
earlier this month, the kids and staff 
planpe (1 a special Rubik's Cube con-
test, using cubes with smiley faces 
on them, to go along with the "Retro 
Romance" theme. 

The colorful puzzles, though, 
drew little more than blank stares. 

The kids, born well after the trend 
had passed, did not know what to do 
with them, according to reports 
from staff. 

"We actually had to sit there ... 
and actually had to show them what 
to do," said student council sponsor 
Sandra Perez. "We had to turn it for 
thern, get them started." 

They eventually caught on. 
But the retro theme overall took a 

little prodding, Perez said, with kids  

at first not really 
understanding 
what it was all 
about. After they 
saw the decora-
tions — peace 
signs, tie-dye and 
signs saying 
"Groovy" — they 
got into it. 

"They got the 
idea," Perez said. 
"And it went very 
well." 

She adds the theme was an 
instant hit with the school's teach-
ers. 

They rule: So the Prospect High 
School marching band has taken the 
top title in Class A/AA at the Mini 
Marching Band Festival at the Uni-
versity of Illinois — again. 

The band earned grand champion  

status at the festival last weekend. 
This is the 20th consecutive such 

victory for the Marching Knights, 
meaning the group has been taking 
home the top honor for more years 
than the kids on the field doing the 
work have been alive. 

The event has been around for 
only 32 years. Prospect's gone, under 
the leadership of current director 
Dave Morrison for 26 years, accord-
ing to a cool Prospect band Web site. 

For info on the group, including 
lists of upcoming activities and fund-
raisers and a photo gallery from 
competitions and performances, 
check out www.prospectband.com. 

Another noteworthy one: As long as 
we are on the subject of on-a-roll 
marching bands, let's hear it for 
Wheeling High's group, which is on 
its way to establishing its own victo-
rious reign. 

The group recently took the grand 
champion title at a competition in 
Marengo, Ill. — its fifth time earning 
the distinction. 

The Wildcat Marching Band took 
first place in both the parade and 
field show portions of the competi-
tion and was named best overall. 

The group, under the direction of 
teacher Brian Logan, has been 
invited to perform next spring at 
Walt Disney World in Orlando. 

Don't miss it: The fall drama season 
is in full swing in Northwest Subur-
ban High School District 214, with a 
variety of performances set to take 
to high school stages. 

Among the upcoming events: 
• John Hersey High School will 

stage the award-winning musical 
"Blood Brothers" at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday at the 
school, 1900 E. Thomas St., Arling- 

ton Heights. Tickets are $8; seni 
citizens will have free admissie 
Call (847) 718-4884. 

• Rolling Meadows High Schc 
students will stage their fall play, t 
comedy "The Curious Savage," 
7:30 p.m. Oct. 31 and Nov. 1 and 2 
the school, 2901 Central ROE 
Rolling Meadows. Tickets are 
Call (847) 718-5609. 

• Prospect High School will pt 
form the rousing patribtic music 
"1776" at 7:30 p.m. today, Thursd, 
Friday and Saturday at the scho 
801 W. Kensington Road, Mou 
Prospect. Tickets are $7; call (82  
718-5304 or (847) 718-5305 
information. 

• Erin Holmes covers District 214. 
She welcomes news, tips or story 
ideas. Contfict her at (847) 427-
4488 or at 
eholmes@dailyherald.com. 

Erin Holmes 
Our schools 
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Tarkington Elementary School second-grader Alyssa Pink, 7, of Wheeling draws a puppy on a square of fabric 
that will be sewn into a blanket for a seriously ill child. 

Blankets colored with care 

Tarkington's social work intern, Renee Meyer, shows second-graders an 
example of a blanket other students recently made for ill or traumatized 
children through Project Linus. At right, Tarkington second-grader Alex 
Raskind, 7, of Wheeling draws a dinosaur on a fabric square for the 
blanket. 

Jo- a st—o a_ 
Diana Tablas plays at the 

Go Figure! exhibit at 

Indian Trails Library 

BY CORRIE CUTRER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer/ , — 1.  a 

A homemade blanket does more 
than warm the body. It can also warm 
the heart. 

That has been Renee Meyer's mes- 

sage to students this month at Tark-
ington Elementary School in 
Wheeling Township Elementary Dis-
trict 21 as kids here have worked on 
coloring patches of fabric that will be 
made into blankets for seriously ill or 
traumatized children. 

< saw 
tj•  

CD 

b c, n. „, 

.1r O  
cr CD

a. 

Meyer, a social work intern this 
year at Tarkington, is working with 
Project Linus to get about 40 blankets 
made and delivered to sick children. 

A nationwide organization, Pro-
ject Linus has given out more than 
500,000 security blankets to kids 
around the world since 1995. The 
group gets its name from the char-
acter Linus in Charles M. Schulz's 
comic strip, "Peanuts." Linus was 
always shown carrying a security 
blanket. Schoolchildren work to dec-
orate 8-by-8-inch muslin squares 
that volunteers later sew together 
and give to Project Linus, which in 
turn delivers the blankets to area 
hospitals. 

Kids are encouraged to draw 
cheerful pictures that would bring joy 
to a child who is staying in the hospi-
tal for an extended period. The 
project is a great way for kids to real-
ize how they can do something 
meaningful for other children their 
age, Meyer said. 

Other schools interested in taking 
part in this project can call the Pro-
ject Linus chapter in Northbrook at 
(847) 480-1684 or e-mail 
linuschicago@aol.com. 
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Ffandyman 

SAVE 
$15 

on any work 
over $50 

!.t! 
SAVE 
$25 

on any work 
over $100 

Handyman 

SAVE 
$50 

on any work 
over 2250 
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SAVE 
$100 
on any work 

over $750 
Jo 

Good For One FREE SERVICE CALL  
Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other otter. 

Present coupon after evaluation and pricing. Independently Owned & Locally Operated 
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For new district pool 
Y ERIN HOLMES 
ally Herald Sluff wire' //. 

Officials said Elk Grove High was 
chosen because the cost estimate for 
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anniversary announcements 

Published the third Sunday 
of each month 

For forms by mail, call 
427-4495 or e-mail 
ntwohey@dailyherald.com  

Forms available online 
at www.dailyherald.com. 
Click "contact us." 

Neighbor section 
A section for and about people 
in this community 

Editor: 
Anna Marie Kukec. 427-4477; 
akukec@dailyherald.com  

Community news coordinator: 
Luke Zurawski, 427-4484; 
lzurawski@dailyherald.com  

Your Guide to Craft Shows: 
427-4495; 
arts&crafts@dailyherald.com  

Local religion notes: 427-4496; 
faith@dailyherald.com  

Club news and listings: 
427-4496; 
clubs@dailyherald.com  

College, military news: 
427-4494; best&brightest@ 
dailyherald.com  

(ft (th  

• Carpentry • Wallpapering 
• Electrical Work • Painting 
• Kitchen 8 Bath • Drywall 

• Ceramic Tile • Decks 
• Small 8 Medium Remodeling 

For More Information Call: 
6 (847) 202-3232 
u. • 

o 
 

Retired Craftsmen & Other Experts 

Guaranteed In Writing For One Year 

Over 525,000 Satisfied Customers 

Insured and Bonded 

CONNECTION. 
www.handymanconnection.com  

The Original Home Repair Specialists 
What Can We Do For You? 



Annexation battle 
grows at Palwaukee 
BY CASS CLIATT neighboring industrial parcel that 
Daily Herald staff Writer Z provides the fire district with 

$100,000 to $200,000 in annual rev-
enue. 

"For the record, I was saying only, if 
we didn't have the money, we would-
n't have the fire station over there," 
Smith said. "Because we have the 
money, we can have the services." 

The fire district built its Wolf Road 
station to cut down on delays in fire 
service caused when fire engines had 
to cross the railroad tracks. 

Ultimately, aldermen were sympa-
thetic to the fire district's concerns, 
but said they had to agree to the 
annexation if the city ever hoped to 
get Wheeling to agree to a revenue-
sharing provision that's part of the 
airport intergovernmental agree-
ment. 

"It seems to me, like it or not, we 
have agreed contractually to annex 
this land," 5th Ward Alderman Dar-
lene Ahlstedt. 

The city had held off on approving 
the annexation for months to use it 
as a bargaining chip to get Wheeling 
to agree Prospect Heights shouldn't 
have to pay to install water for 
hangars to be built at the airport, 
which Wheeling did. 

The final approval of the annexa-
tionshould showWheeling the city is 
"honorable" in negotiations about 
the revenue sharing, aldermen said. 
Plus, they were told that Wheeling 
trustees planned to boycott their next 
negotiating session if the approval 
didn't go forward. 

Fourth Ward Alderman Gerald T. 
Anderson atid 1st Ward Alderman 
Timothy Hattendorf were the only 
aldermen to vote against the annex-
ation. 

Hattendorf didn't understand why 
the city is dedicated to upholding the 
annexation part of the intergovern-
mental agreement when the 
revenue-sharing hasn't been upheld, 
he said. 

"I don't think it's in our best interest 
to breach the contract and then say, 
'We want you to comply with the 
contract,' " City Attorney Donald 
Kreger said. 

• 

The future of emergency services 
in Prospect Heights emerged this 
week as the latest pawn in the dis-
pute between Prospect Heights and 
Wheeling over annexations at Pal- 
waukee Airport. ' 

Representatives from the Prospect 
Heights Fire Protection District told 
the city that agreeing to let Wheeling 
annex the land would open the door 
to future annexations. That would 
jeopardize the property tax base that 
allows the fire district to operate two 
fire stations, said Deputy 'Fire Chief 
Drew Smith. 

Smith suggested that the fire dis-
trict might have to move all of its 
firefighters back to its main fire sta-
tion if Prospect Heights allowed the 
annexation. 

Aldermen said they don't take 
kindly to threats. 

The council approved the annexa-
tion of separate 5-acre and 23-acre 
parcels to Wheeling, saying the city 
was legally obligated by an intergov-
ernmental agreement Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights signed as co-
owners of Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport 

"I think it's a political game 
Prospect Heights rural is playing too," 
3rd Ward Alderman Gregory Koep-
pen said of the fire district. "It's like 
saying, 'Let's hold everything up 
because we're not getting our way' " 

The fire district has been on the 
losing end of negotiations with the 
airport over letting the fire district 
have free direct access to Palwaukee 
indefinitely from its new fire station 
on Wolf Road. 

The fire district wants to build a 
ramp to give fire personnel direct 
access, but the airport wants to issue 
a three-year lease for the airport land 
needed for the ramp. 

"The fire district is not making 
threats," Deputy Chief Smith said. 

He explained that the fire district 
fears that Wheeling would annex the 
vacant Palwaukee land and then be 
in a position to forcibly annex a 

ci) 2.0 e,  .13 -§'.), a',  1 ' 
•

••1 
.
0 5D MI 

17: jr 
    cu cd 0 : 

rii c.) cj le cl)  g S..)  u in
.0 aj ... 0 ,I4 ' 

4d 9-64 3 tiZ ,c-g2 'Z" 0 ccQ . ,.0o  

4)  9 s x i v:0-4 sggct 0 Nolif v4 .. 
tr, tm. ci) 5

Ts 
t 5 t' I•E' 

,. ',. w -F, 8 m  1 11.9. eD II. 
a t  0 =  

ICI 
0 .4 0 . S • = = r, 

Emil_.....4
5 .2 tri  ,zi  Sa. cl) 

c'' CL)  ^-. 
be0 lii ) 

"qtkil  ' 
„, r  ... _..G. ..., -.204,, 1 gli 4 ammo  

On q1°- 01:jci,  •5- 0 rt- 
go4Eg:41.9 , *UE0 cm 111111. 

= 1111111 
• li 0 

IV  
 . . E Evo 8..), .. -cs ,1  

ql 
P 

 cm th: 
(1.) E 2 4 2 c'S 11111111 
LIZ t°  Q 4 Vri..4  I E ,glp.  PO IIIIIII 

V g v Z -0 4  =t) (IID 

ct
g ,g g. .. Cilli w 8  F; oz 1= ,..ro .4  

p4 •'. 1 Z4:.) z Q.) cl) e+ 

, 773 ° 7. g ..,8 a co CII: . 4, Z1 Q
.
)

. I 

MI 
= 0,1 I (1

c

tl CD,CI,)1::) 0 12) 48 73 .16 w 
 

,.., V 

CO g g 
1:1:  :-..: 11 75 8 -9  "

r- 
.., „, ss. 

High school 
has Madrigal 
tickets on sale 

, 
/ - c„, a 2r 

Tickets are on sale for Wheeling 
High School's 32nd Annual Madrigal 
Dinner, which will have two perfor-
mances: 7 p.m. Nov. 30 and 5 p.m. 
Dec. 1, in the Great Hall of Chevy 
Chase Country Club. 

The event will feature costumed 
madrigal singers, court jesters and a 
brass ensemble. 

Tickets are $24.50 each, and avail-. 
able in the Wheeling High School 
Choir Room. Those unable to pur-
chase tickets in person can call Grace 
Sanchez, director, at (847) 718-7000 
or (847) 718-7112. 

Wheeling High School is located at 
900 S. Elmhurst Road, Wheeling. 

' Chevy Chase Country Club is at 1000 
N. Milwaukee, Wheeling. 
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Towns in 
flap over 
Palwaukee 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer if, 015 . n Z 

Some Wheeling trustees think 
people have the wrong idea about 
the village's relationship with 
Prospect Heights. 

Trustees recently approved a mea-
sure they say shows Wheeling is 
proactive in trying to build the T-
hangars at Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport that have been at the center 
of a dispute between the village and 
its suburban neighbor. 

Trustees approved a letter of intent 
Palwaukee wants to send to the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation 
to show the airport's commitment to 
build the hangars. Prospect Heights 
approved the IDOT letter in June, and 
for months, some aldermen have 
accused Wheeling of trying to stall 
development on the city's side of Pal-
waukee by demanding that Prospect 
Heights pay for a water main needed 
to install sprinklers in the hangars. 

After acting Airport Manager 
Dennis Rouleau told the Wheeling 
board last week that Palwaukee has a 
five-year waiting list for the T-shaped 
hangars, trustees unanimously 
approved the letter of intent to IDOT. 

"We are trying to be proactive here, 
whereas our counterparts like to 
hang on to things and•use them as 
bargaining chips," Wheeling Trustee 
Robert Heer said. 

Heer referred to a decision by 
Prospect Heights aldermen to hold 
off on approving Wheeling's unre-
lated request to annex some land at 
Palwaukee until Wheeling relented 
on the water main issue. 

Although Prospect Heights held a 
preliminary vote in favor of the 
annexation as a "goodwill gesture" a 
week before Wheeling approved the 
letter of intent, Wheeling trustees 
said they still must work toward 
resolvingthe water issue. 

"I don't like when everyone thinks 
these two communities are pitted 
against each other, when it's just a 
couple of individuals," Heer said. "It's 
not the entire Prospect Heights 
board, it's just a few individuals but 
these individuals have big mouths." 

Trustee DeanArgiris agreed, saying 
Wheeling has made every effort to get 
the T-hangars built at Palwaukee. 

Neither trustee referred to any 
Prospect Heights aldermen by name. 
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Man charged in 3 ATM heists 
Thursday, after the victim had 
punched in his personal code, the 
masked robber punched in an 
amount that the ATM deemed too 
high and denied the transaction, 
Mundelein police Sgt. Nick Poulos 
said. The attempt took place around 
10 p.m. at Harris Bank, 685 S. Route 
83. 

After being denied, the robber left 
with the man's wallet and ATM card, 
but then returned unmasked a few 
moments later to try again, Poulos —LIL12—r—V---- 

Richard Bajjalieh/Pioneer Press 

Isela Montelongo (left) watches Kyle Luebke design a quilt on a touch screen at the Indian 
Trails Library Go Figure! exhibit. 

Library invites young readers 
to learn math through stories 

Simonetta said she heard about the exhibit 
through the American Library Association, of 
which Indian Trails is a member. She said she 
learned the exhibit was coming about two 
years ago. Indian Trails is one of the last librar-
ies to get the exhibit. 

"It's been a longtime coming," Simonetta 
said. "I was excited to hear we were getting it. 
Then I heard when and thought the time 
would never get here." 

Although it has been a long wait, Simonetta 
said it gave the library time to put together a 
good promotional package. Even this year's 

summer reading program, "Reading Adds Up," 
was used to help promote math for the upcom-
ing Go Figure! 

"We developed a theme centered around 
mathematic concepts to not only promote read-
ing, but to tie in with the exhibit and activities 
we had planned for this fall," Simonetta said. 

BY DAVE ORRICK Ac,  .77_ .02 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

A 22-year-old Wheeling man was 
ordered held on $250,000 bond Sat-
urday after being charged in 
connection with three ATM hold-ups 
in Vernon Hills, Libertyville and 
Mundelein, authorities said. 

Thomas J. Cooper, 107 E. Dundee 
Road, was charged with several 
crimes, including armed robbery and 

vied _bau,e9044La_dgkily_ 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER .^ 1)0`22

/ r 0 neap Pres,s 
The Indian Trails Public Library is one of 

only 75 libraries across the nation to host a 
unique children's exhibit that combines math 
and reading. 

The exhibit, Go Figure!, opened Oct. 13. 
Kathy Simonetta, head of Indian Trails' youth 
services department, said the program uses 
five different children's books and examines 
some of the math problems the characters face 
in the stories. 

The exhibit includes large displays for each 
book and an accompanying math activity. 

"It's a simple concept," Simonetta said of 
the exhibit. "(Math) is so subtly used in the sto-
ries you don't notice it, but this exhibit brings 
it to light." 

sal1a aNuNvoix atuoll 

ill 

One of the books in the exhibit, "The Quilt," Sue McCleaf-Nespeca of Kid Lit Consulting 
can help students with -Faatil-sialacepts—alacl—ikeipeci.screen applications for the exhibit. She 
shape recognition. After children read the said between 150 and 200 libraries submitted 
story, they go to a computer and create their applications. 
own quilt pattern.

"We were looking for partnerships with 
Other books featured in the exhibit include Head Start programs or early childhood agen-

"Frog and Toad are Friends," "The Doorbell cies to bring groups to the exhibit," she said. 
Rang," "Goldilocks and the Three Bears" and "A lot of established partnerships was a plus." 
"Arthur's Pet Business." Math skills in the ex-
hibit range from division to maintaining a cal-
endar. 

"When you can learn things and don't realize 
it, it's a beautiful thing in children's litera-
ture," Simonetta said. 

Go Figure! was developed by the Minnesota 
Children's Museurii in Minneapolis with assist-
ance from the American Library Association. It 
is funded by the National Science Foundation, Go Figure! will be on display at the library 
Cargill and 3M. It has been touring the country during regular hours, 9 a.m. until 9 p.m. Mon-
for about two years now. The Indian Trails day through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
Public Library is one of 75 libraries across the and from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. The exhibit 
country to host the exhibit. will be at Indian Trails until Nov. 21. 

Indian Trails has scheduled 33 groups of 
children from child-care centers and elemen-
tary schools to tour the exhibit while it is here. 

McCleaf-Nespeca said the exhibit seamlessly 
combines math and reading. 

"It's a wonderful way for kids to get involved 
in literature and math," she said. "Kids can see 
that math is fun and part of everyday life." 



Wheeling lets Rya Local 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald  Staffwriter oo 

The loss of one of its police officers 
still wounds the Wheeling commu-
nity. 

So the idea that the officer's killer 
could have his death sentence com-
muted is like salt in that wound, 
Wheeling officials said. And they 
want Gov. George Ryan to know it. 

The village board Monday will 
vote on a resolution expressing 
Wheeling's objection to the state's 
death-penalty clemency hearings 
that could grant life in prison to the 
man convicted of murdering officer 

Kenneth Tyrone 
Dawson Strickland 
Kenneth Dawson almost 17 years 
ago. 

Tyrone Strickland, now 38, of Ford 
Heights was sentenced to death 
three years after gunning down the 
15-year veteran officer while he 

Today's quote 
"We, the village board, just -m 

that this police offi4 

protecting this community, a 

someone convicted ( 

magnitude should be able to 

Wheeling Trustee Robert Heer, on 
man who killed officer Ken Focus 

Ponderous pumpkin 

Trustee's proposal 
may spark project 

P9lice expecting charges soon in crash 

By CASEY MOFFM* 
STAFF WRITER 

/ Z.. 
Two developers who were 

,asked to work together on a 
project at :the intersection of 
North Milwaukee Avenue and 
Lake-Cook Road were having, 
a hard time meeting eye-to-
eye, but they' got a little help 
from the Village Board,. 

The board requested Tan-
tillo Homes and Smith Family 
Construction to come tIp with 
one developinent 'on two sepa-

. rate parcels. Smith has a con= 
tract to purchase the Wedge-
wood Riding Center, and 
Tantillo owns the two adjacent 
lots to the south. , 

Tantillo officials": whO have 
been working on their (level-

, Opment for nearly a year, want 
to get going, while Smith Can-, 
not begin work on the Wedge-
wood Koff rty for another 
year or two. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher 
came up with a plan that 
might help both developers 
and the village. He suggested 
the village condemn the,  AAA 
Auto Sales and Buyers lot ath 
jacent to Tantillo's property to 
the south. The village, .would 
then swap land with .Tantillo, 
square foot for square foot, to 
build a boulevard, extending 
Wolf Road between the two 
developments. 

"When the northern prop-
erty gets developed, there' will 
be no problem with access or, 
utilities," 'Horcher'. said.' "We 
still need a continuity of styled 
(between the`' two .• develop7  
ments), but they.  can complex•
ment each other. They don't . 
have to mirror' each other." • 

The plan would' allow' the. 
village to build the boulevard 
to meet village standards for a 
public road, provide utilities 
for both developments fluid* 
help traffic- flow into them: 
The plan' would also allow 
Tantillo Homes to move ahead 
with its project and let Smith 
Family Construction take the 
time it ngeds to create a!,  Site 
plan. ' 

Horcher suggested the vil-
lage waits  until tle,nevtt in  

crement financing district is 
established before condemn-
ing the car lot. The village 
could buy the property, but 
Horcher said that might put 
an "undue strain" on the 
budget. When the TIF district 
is established, the village can 
use TIF dollars to pay for the 
land, which is separate from 
the annual budget. 

Village Manager Wallace 
Douthwaite said the TIF dis-
trict should be established in 
'February OrIVIarch. 

Both developers said they 
liked. Horcher's proposal to 
build the boulevard. The 
owner of AAA Auto Sales 
could not be reached for com-
ment. 

Bill Hein, a consultant 
Working'for Tantillo Homes, 
said the' boulevard will pro-
vide a good buffer between 
the Tantillo residential project 
and the commercial element 
the Village Board is looking 
for. 

"I think it's a good plan, 
myself," Hein said. "It will 
give the village more control. I 
think it's la win-win for every-
body. It will help us get our 
project off the ground." 

Mark Smith, of Smith Fam-
ily Construction, said the pro-
posal came as a complete sur-
prise to him; but he likes the 
idea.  

"It's attribute-  to the board 
that they are looking into 
these things,' he 'said. "They 
took a peoactive approach and 
they're 4  putting ,a lot of 
thought into it." 

The 'Village Board previ-
ously asked Tantillo Homes to 
build both' residential and 
commercial aspects into the 
development. However, with 
the boulevard, board members 
said it would be more appro-
priate if .Tantillo built a resi-
dential development only, 
leaving Smith the burden of 
creating a commercial devel-
opment to the north. 

The latest Tantillo proposal 
shows a • 288-unit condomin-
ium 'de*lopme'nt with five 
buildingS between nine and 11 
stories Y. 1 t ' 

BY MATT ARADO 4::::-"r
2Q, 

Daily Herald Staff  Willer 2 0 0 
Wheeling police said Sunday they 

believe alcohol was a factor in an 
accident that left a 7-year-old boy 
hospitalized with serious injuries. 

Police said they expect charges will 
be filed in the two-car crash, which 
occurred at 7:15 p.m. Saturday near 
the intersection of Camp McDonald 
and Wolf roads. The Cook County 
state's attorney's office was reviewing 
the case Sunday evening. 

Police say a car driven by David 
Esquina-Buenavista, 26, of 771 Piper 
Lane, Prospect Heights, crashed with 
a car waiting to make a left turn from 
eastbound Camp McDonald Road 
into a shopping center just west of 
Wolf Road. Esquina-Buenavista was 
treated for minor injuries, police said. 

The driver of the second car, 29-
year-old Maria Luna of 1117  

Greenwood Lane, Mount Prospect, 
also was treated for minor injuries. 
Her 7-year-old son, Kevin, was seri-
ously injured and remained in critical 
condition Sunday at Advocate 
Lutheran General Hospital in Park 
Ridge, a hospital spokeswoman said. 

Police said Sunday that Esquina-
Buenavista was speeding at the time 
of the crash. Police also said alcohol 
was involved, but they did not pro-
vide any more details. 

The car Esquina-Buenavista drove 
in the Wheeling crash had been 
involved earlier on Saturday night in a 
separate hit-and-run accident in 
Prospect Heights, police said. No one 
was injured in that accident, which 
occurred shortly after 7 p.m. near the 
intersection of Milwaukee Avenue 
and Palatine Road, police said. A 
Prospect Heights police spokesperson 
said the department would not seek 
separate charges for the hit-and-run. 

BY RHONDA SCIARRA 
naily Herald Staff Writer 70 - 

' Three people were injured, includ- 
ing a child who was critically hurt, in 
a crash Saturday night in Wheeling, 
authorities said. 

The crash happened about 7:10 
p.m. at Camp McDonald and Wolf 
roads. Wheeling police investigated 
the crash but released no informa-
tion late Saturday. Paramedics at the 
crash rushed to resuscitate a 7-year-
old boy and transported him to Holy 
Family Medical Center in Des 

ggitni 6,97113D 
1, 

Child, two others injured in car crash 

Plaines, said Mount Prospect fire 
Capt. Buz Livingston. There, doctors 
decided to have the boy moved to 
Advocate Lutheran General Hospital 
in Park Ridge, where he was taken 
into surgery, Livingston said. 

A hospital spokeswoman said the 
hospital admitted a child but could 
not provide additional information. 

The boy's mother suffered minor 
injuries and was taken to Holy 
Family, Livingston said. 

The driver of the second car was 
taken to Northwest Community Hos-
pital in Arlington Heights, he said. 

served as art officer from Dec. 23, employees. 
1969, until he was fatally shot while  
on patrol Nov. 5, 1985.1t points out 
that Strickland confessed to 
Dawson's murder and had his death 
sentence upheld by the Illinois 

Wheeling opposes clemency: 
A resolution opposing the clemency 
hearings that could commute the 
death sentence of a Wheeling cop 
killer is on its way to the governor's •--) 
.office. Wheeling trustees Monday I  
unanimously approved the resolu- $•3  
tion they hope Gov. George Ryan 
considers before deciding whether 
Tyrone Strickland should have his 
sentence conimuted to life in 
prison for kill ing Wheeling police C 
officer Kenneth Dawson. The reso- 

' lotion states that Dawson proudly  

() k r_:_,  &‘ 5 9' S. 9,
. . 

Supreme Court Dec. 4, 1992. Wheel- ,. 0 .r., - E.  g ,..,..„ Irs ing police officer Joseph Dawson, it
ctq-<,t5.0 a: Kenneth Dawson's nephew, praised 0) LP ,d co „p,,, 

Rlticiriftl.,.FillEi 
CY is.) ,— CD 
0 0 CO . CD. rt) a the village board for its-efforts in a 

113 0 .1 a P g 9., •;• \ phone interview before trustees 
0 g co o '? 2 P ' E.V. CL 0  c:1" et,  i=la t)l—p.E.., 0.,. . •, voted. The Illinois Prisoner 'Review 
E: fia = g '-ei: E. rg. ..- 81 E. m CD 5. ..., 5 .-„, Ya, *f  7 Board will meet Thursday anti 
1-4,' g Cl:  4  5 0 '..' ori° p. '' 23  ,,9 r° n ,.9: Z1  ,.,": a)  ::\4. Friday to make recommendations p ,.-b 0 
E8ri F cc, rig.  ill F n. 5... g d A . tg.p.§ rg,, i r ,, to Ryan for almost 140 inmates on 
Pr a. 4-,  co .ftti r,1 r/  ED a 5.. /  r;. u 0 g a .. death row. 
P r° 0-  c)  P) 4 1,r,-- • eer ''  p ,• i-ri = 1 

CDE,4 R-17q481(agt.f.)  filff.ri.elir Wheeling gets new postmaster; 
• g si., "5' el g '9;:aQ i .̀4. g. ' R. S 0 CD ,... CD ti r  

IU Wheeling soon will have a new  
O '-, -r 0 F-',-)  , CD cr, y5 to . postal manager responsible for , 

more than 16,200 deliveries in the 
Wheeling area. Antonette "Tonic" 
Jones will be sworn in as the new 
postmaster 1:30 p.m. Friday at the 
Wheeling post office, 250W 
Dundee Road. Jones began her 
career in 1987 as a mail carrier in 
Wheeling and decided to dedicate 
her career to serving Wheeling 
Township. Her success earned her 
opportunities with increasing 
responsibility. On Friday, Donna 
Krug, manager of post office eper:1 
lions for the northern Illinois 
district, will administer Jones' oath 
of office. The public is invited to 
attend and to meet Jones, who will 
oversee the financial t t tam tget 
of postal funds, as well as the 
IMMan resources for a staff of 85 
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ment each other. They don't 
have to mirror each other." 

The plan would allow the 
village to build the boulevard 
to meet village standards for a 
public road, provide utilities 
for both developments and 
help traffic flow into them. 
The plan would also allow 
Tantillo Homes to move ahead 
with its project and let Smith 
Family Construction take the 
time it needs to create a site 
plan. 

Horcher suggested the vil-
lage wait until the new tax in- 

ously asked Tantillo Homes to 
build both residential and 
commercial aspects into the 
development. However, with 
the boulevard, board members 
said it would be more appro-
priate if Tantillo built a resi-
dential development only, 
leaving Smith the burden of 
creating a commercial devel-
opment to the north. 

The latest Tantillo proposal 
shows a 288-unit condomin-
ium development with five 
buildings between nine and 11 
stories high. 

in Park Ridge. Maria Luna 
was released with minor inju-
ries. Her son was listed in crit-
ical condition with multiple 
internal injuries Monday 
night. The driver of the sec- 
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A 7-year-old Mount Pros-
pect boy was critically injured 
in an auto accident near the 
intersection of Camp MacDon-
ald and Wolf roads Saturday 
night. 
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The water is flowing at Wheeling's new Cole 

Taylor Bank Friendship Park. 

MGM Currency 
103 E. Townline Road, 

(Rt. 60 & A 

Phone: 847-247-1421 Mond 

Li-Ilion this ad when making an appointment 

Open Wed — Sun 

E. Rand Rd, Arlington Heights 
10 /1"71t r"7"7 r•74 

`A place where friends can gather' 
Friendship Park Imo As a splash with dedication crowd 

• 

By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF 

/e' -3,- 4 e-
undreds of resi-
dents, government 
and business offi-
cials gathered at the 

corner of Dundee Road and 
Ailwaukee Avenue on a brisk 
utumn evening to witness 
he dedication of Cole Taylor 

13ank Friendship Park Friday. 

It took the Village Board 
nore than four years to put 

the park together, but the 
fountains finally flowed and 
the lights shone brightly last 
week. 

What started out as Millen-
nium Plaza missed the cen-
tury mark because of cost con-
cerns and planning and 
design difficulties. What came 
next was Friendship Park, a 
more natural setting on the 
northern corners of the Mil-
waukee-Dundee intersection 
that replaced a futuristic Mil-
lennium Plaza that was envi-
sioned for all four corners of 
the crossroads. 

Plans to build Friendship 
Park were put in motion last 
November when Trustee Tre-
vor Lehmann presented a 
sketch of the new park to the 
rest of the board. The board 
then agreed to hire design 
firm Harding EE of Chicago 
to take charge of e project. 

"When we nee( ed to pull a 
miracle togethc , Harding 
ESE was there, Lehmann 
said at the dedication cere-
mony. 

Village President Greg Kla-
tecki, who backed the original 
Millennium Plaza, said he was 
pleased with the finished 
product. 

"If this is what the people 
want, this is what they'll get," 
he said. "This is a democracy, 
remember." 

Those in attendance mar-
veled at the sight of the water-
falls and the lights in the 
90,000 gallon basin when they 
were turned on at the cere-
mony. Plan Commissioner 
David Cantwell attended the 
ceremony and noted the foun-
tain adds a soothing element 
to the busy intersection. 

"You don't notice it right 
away, but the sound of the 
water really drowns out the 
noise from the traffic," he 
said. 

Nearly 300 people attended 
the dedication. Many brought 
their children, some of whom 
asked their parents for pen-
nies to throw into the basin. 
People also began taking pho-
tos by the falls almost imme-
diately after crews threw the 
switch to make the water flow. 
More people went to see the 
fountain later that night after 
the Wheeling High School 
football game. 

During the brief ceremony, 
Lehmann thanked officials 
with Cole Taylor Bank and 
Walgreens for the cooperation. 
Both companies donated the 
land for the two fountains. 
Lehmann also thanked Wheel-
ing residents, to whom the 
park was dedicated. 

"Without your belief and 
support, this project would not 
have become a reality," he 
said. 

A plaque sits in the basin to 
remind residents that the 
fountain is for their enjoy-
ment. 

"To the residents of Wheel- 

ing," it reads, "let this park al-
ways be a place where friends 
can gather." 

People have already been 
asking when the fountain will 
be available for things like 
wedding photos. Lehmann 
said he received an inquiry 
about using the fountain Nov. 
1 for wedding pictures. 

"Hopefully this will be 
something very much of a 
focal point of the village for 12 
months of the year," Leh-
mann said. "There are so 
many different ideas (for its 
use). We'll have to listen to cit-
izens and their input and lis-
ten to them all." 

Lehmann said the park will 
most likely be decorated dur-
ing the holiday season and 
there is a possibility of hold-
ing outdoor concerts there 
during the summer. 

Many local officials at-
tended the ceremony, includ-
ing all seven members of the 
Village Board, public works 
employees, firefighters and 
police officers. Many politi-
cians also were seen cam-
paigning for last-minute votes 
at the ceremony, including 
State Rep. Sid Mathias, R-
51st; State Sen. Terry Link, D-
30th; Congressman Mark 
Kirk, R-10th, and Kathy Ryg, 
Democratic candidate for the 
59th District in the State 
House of Representatives. 

Klatecki said he was sur-
prised to see so many people 
at the ceremony, given the 
cool temperatures and the 
threat of rain. 

HopLfully this will be something very 
much of a focal point of the village for 12 
months of the year. 5 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann 

Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

Cole Taylor Bank Friendship Park, on the corner of Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue, has been completed and is now 
open to the public. A gazebo and fountain anchor the north-
east corner of the park. 

"I thought we would just 
see the regulars," he said. "All 
the dignitaries that were there 
was a surprise, too." 

Cole Taylor Bank Friend-
ship Park cost the village 
$1.56 million and was funded 
by the tax increment financ-
ing district fund and $175,000 
in state grants. 

Klatecki said all that's left 
to do is to clean up the rest of 
the intersection. 

"We need to finish the rest 
of the intersection," he said. 
"There's no official plan right 
now. We're hoping to do some-
thing similar on the other two 
corners, but it's speculative 
right now." 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport has a 
wish list for federal money that could 
help make residents' wishes fora qui-
eter airport come true. 

Airport officials want to begin 
runway construction that would 
direct planes away from homes and 
toward the forest preserve. It also 
wants to create a high-speed taxiway 
that would quiet the roar of the 
reverse thrusters on jets struggling to 
slow down as they land. 

Officials seek to make Palwaukee nei hbor-friendl 
The proposals are part of a list of Palwaukee Airport Manager 

almost $15 million in projects for Dennis Rouleau stressed that the air- kee wants to do next year.  2003 that Palwaukee officials pre- port's project list — presented
Projects include demolition of sented in Springfield recently.

through the Transportation Improve- aging hangars, digital aerial mapping 
The Illinois Department of Trans- ment Program known as TIPS — is as part of an aitportlayout plan and a 

portation's aeronautics division must truly a wish list.
$6.2 million project to widen and decide which airport projects acrtiss ' "The TIPS program is our game rebuild one of the airport's three run-

the state will share in Illinois' allot"' plan for the future," Rouleau said, ways. 

Aviation Administration.. 
ment of funds from the Federal "but we won't know about the federal

"If we have an improved runway, 
money until there's an appropriations the jet aircraft might be more inclined 

Palwaukee is the third busiest air- bill, and right now there's no funding to use it and get more traffic over the 
port in the state, relieving traffic from with the FAA."

forest preserve and the industrial O'Hare International Airport, but
The state gets about $15 million in area," Rouleau said. "That would help 

stiff. competition for federal funding is federal block-grant funds to divide communities." 
among airports, and it would take all A $2 million project, including a 

of that to pay for everything Palwau- high-speed taxiway would limit 
planes from reversing their engines 
while trying to make a 90-degree turn 
after landing. 

"The aircraft would be able to make 
a gradual stop, which makes less 
ground noise," Rouleau said. 

All of the projects are part of a $61.2 
million capital improvement plan 
through 2008 approved by Wheeling 
and Prospect Heights, which jointly 
own the airport. Palwaukee officials 
will find out in February or March 
whether it will receive funding for 
next year's part of the plan from lDOT. 



Dennis Rouleau 

of arguments. 
With six sharp 

blows to a 
wooden shelf 
inches in front of 
jurors, he 
whacked every-
one in the 
courtroom 
upside their 
eardrums. The 
action, which 
caused Judge 
Thomas P. 

Fecarotta Jr. and many others in the 
courtroom to wince, was intended to 
recall the fatal blows Risenzon 
received to his head. 

The whacks left a number of dents 
in the shelf. 

Johnson didn't object and 
Fecarotta didn't stop the staccato, but 
after jurors had left, he appeared to 

scold Dillon, asking him if he would 
pay to fix his courtroom. 

It remains unclear if the question 
was rhetorical. 

`Reality court' check: Judges may 
not have time to watch much TV, 
especially bad TV, but enough of 
them have seen so-called "reality-
based" court TV shows to get angry 
about them. 

The Illinois Judges Association this 
week lambasted such shows for por-
traying judges in a bad light. 

Without naming any shows, the 
organization said they "create a seri-
ous misconception about the 
judiciary" 

Using examples of TV judges 
saying things like "shut up" and 
asking questions like "Are you a per-
vert?" the association blames such 
shows for being part of the reason 

that the public is losing its basic trust 
in the justice system, a phenomenon 
backed by recent polls. 

Cook County Judge Stuart Nudel-
man, president of the judges group, 
said that shouldn't be what happens. 

"Everyone who leaves a courtroom 
—whether or not they agree with the 
judge's decision — should feel that 
they were heard and that justice was 
done," he said in a written statement. Dave Orrick 

Crime &Justia 

New Palwaukee leader eager to keep airport moving ahead 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer /1... 6 • 

Palwaukee's new airport manager 
hopes most of the turbulence is over 
as he officially starts to guide the air-
port into a better future. 

After 10 months serving in a tem-
porary capacity Airport Manager 
Dennis Rouleau can remove the 
word "acting" from his title and con-

, tinue his mission to show people 
what Palwaukee Municipal Airport is  

really about. 
Rouleau already 

has begun the 
search for funding 
for airport 
improvement 
plans that could 
reduce airport 
noise, and also 
put in place a 
community out-

reach program to raise awareness 
about Palwaukee. 

Yet Rouleau has had to contend 
with a contentious relationship 
between officials of Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights, which share own-
ership of the airport. 

"I think one of the things Dennis 
wants to do is provide a smoother 
operation, and the onlyway that can 
happen is if the two towns come 
together and come to a compromise 
and start to communicate," Wheeling 
Village President Greg Klatecki said. 

Recent joint meetings between the  

communities have opened the door 
to compromise on issues related to 
revenue sharing and building new 
airport hangars. 

Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
appointed Rouleau as manager on 
the same day of one of those joint 
meetings Oct. 24, after the 13-year 
assistant Palwaukee manager signed 
a two-year contract. 

"It is gratifying to have the leader-
ship of both (towns) show their 
confidence in me by confirming me  

as the permanent manager," Rouleau 
said. 

"This airport is a vital link in our 
national air transportation system 
and as such, should be viewed as a 
hub for future economic develop-
inent in the community" he said. "It 

my goal as airport manager to help 
ake that happen." 
Palwaukee is the third busiest air-
rt in the state, handling about 

80,000 flights a year. 
"Dennis will be a great asset to the  

airport," said chamber President Jim 
Lederer in a prepared statement, 
"and reflects well on our goal to enlist 
the help of some of our largest eco-
nomic partners to help take our 
communities to the next level." 

Rouleau has the experience and 
enthusiasm "to keep Palwaukee 
moving ahead," Prospect Heights 
Mayor Edward P. Rotchford said. 

Wheeling's Klatecki said Rouleau 
was the "natural choice for perma-
nent manager." 

Ex-gang member implicates 
associate in Wheeling murder 
BY ERIC BROL 
Daily Herald Stall Writer a • / 

An ex-gang member testified 
Monday that a former associate 
admitted he and two others carried 
out a 1999 Wheeling jewelry store 
robbery in which the owner was 
bludgeoned to death. 

The testimony was followed by a 
police detective's description to a jury 
of how Shaun Fogle came to confess 
his role in the robbery-gone-bad that 
left owner Emil Risenzon of Buffalo 
Grove dead. 

Cook County prosecutors are 
trying to persuade a jury to convict 
the 20-year-old Fogle, then 17 and 
living with his mother on the 100 
block of Arlene Court in Wheeling, of 
first-degree murder and armed rob-
bery Raymond Benavides, 22, and 
Rayon Sampson, 21, both also of 
Wheeling, face the same charges. 

Former gang member Danny 
Chatman told jurors the street gang 
met several times at an apartment in 
the Arbor Court apartments in 
Wheeling to figure out how to get 
money to bail a gang leader out of jail. 

"We hit a lick at the jewelry store," 
Chatman quoted Fogle as saying at  

one of the meetings, explaining that 
he meant a robbery occurred. 

Chatman, who was later accusedin 
a separate armed robbery in Prospect 
Heights, said he saw Fogle while both 
were in jail. Chatman said Fogle told 
him "what we put down on paper, we 
did," a reference to the confession 
Fogle had signed. 

Fogle's attorney, Michael Johnson, 
grilled Chatman about his deal with 
prosecutors to plead guilty to a leskr 
charge in return for a sentence of 30 
months' probation. Johnson told 
jurors in opening arguments last 
week that Chatman could not be 
trusted. 

Skokie police Sgt. Kevin Baltajar 
testified that Fogle signed a confes-
sion in the early morning hours after 
admitting the night before that he 
stood guard at the jewelry store while 
Sampson bludgeoned Risenzonwith 
a meted pipe. 

Family members cried as BaltarAr  
told the details. Risenzon, 47, was a 
Russian immigrant one week away 
from being sworn in as an American 
citizen when he was killed. 

The case is expected to continue 
today in Room 109 of the Rolling 
Meadows courthouse. 

Rouleau named. Palwaukee manager 
Dennis Rouleau was officially named the new manager at 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport Nov. 1. after acting as manager 
for the past 10 months. 

Rouleau was the assistant airport manager at Palwaukee 
for 13 years and has 16 years of airport management experi-
ence. He replaces Fred Stewart, who was put on administra-
tive leave in December 2001 and officially retired last Febru - 
ary. 

As acting manager, Rouleau has been responsible for over-
seeing the reconstruction of the airport's main runway and 
implementing a new community outreach program, the Pal-
',,, Pkee Airport Community Engagement program, which in-
cludes the newly formed PACE Councjt. 

Rouleau said some irimediate goals include continued co-
operation and increased communication with the Wheeling 
Village Board and Pros pect Heights City Council, furthering 
Palwaukee's role as a hub of economic development and 
working with the Federal Aviation Administration to approve 
the Part 150 Noise Study. 

Wheeling Village President Greg Klatecki called Rouleau a 
"natural choice" for the position, noting his experience at 
Palwaukee. 

Rouleau earned his degree in aviation management from 
Daniel Webster College in 1984, and lives in Mount Prospect. 

Attorney's closing argument poweiful 
• 

Courtroom 109 of the Rolling 
Meadows courthouse doesn't look 
the same after this week's murder 
trial—literally. 

Prosecutors John Dillon and 
Bernie Murray persuaded a jury to 
convict Shaun Fogle, formerly of 
Wheeling, of murder and armed rob-
bery in the brutal beating death of 
jewelry store owner Emil Risenzon of 
Buffalo Grove in 1999. 

The complex trial — Fogle is just 
one of three charged in Risenzon's 

, death—featured impressive closing 
arguments from Murray and Dillon, 
as well as defense attorney Michael 
Johnson. 

But it was Dillon's final remarks 
that left their mark in the courtroom. 

Grabbing a metal pipe that might, 
or might not, have been the murder 
weapon, Dillon broke the cadence of 
what had been more than two hours 

and damaging 



what Palwaukee Municipal Airport is about Palwaukee. 

Rouleau named Palwaukee manager 
Dennis Rouleau was officially named the new manager at 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport Nov. 1. after acting as manager 
for the past 10 months. 

Rouleau was the assistant airport manager at Palwaukee 
for 13 years and has 16 years of airport management experi-
ence. He replaces Fred Stewart, who was put on administra-
tive leave in December 2001 and officially retired last Febru-
ary. 

As acting manager, Rouleau has been responsible for over-
seeing the reconstruction of the airport's main runway and 
implementing a new community outreach program, the Pal-
,,,noltPe Airport Community Engagement program, which in-
cludes the newly formed PACE Council'. 

Rouleau said some immediate goals include continued co-
operation and increased communication with the Wheeling 
Village Board and Prospect Heights City Council, furthering 
Palwaukee's role as a hub of economic development and 
working with the Federal Aviation Administration to approve 
the Part 150 Noise Study. 

Wheeling Village President Greg Klatecki called Rouleau a 
"natural choice" for the position, noting his experience at 
Palwaukee. 

Rouleau earned his degree in aviation management from 
Daniel Webster College in 1984, and lives in Mount Prospect. 
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Ex-gang reaer implicates 
associate in Wheeling murder 
BY ERIC KROL 
Daily Herald Staff Waster 11 • /q• p 2 

An ex-gang member testified 
Monday that a former associate 
admitted he and two others carried 
out a 1999 Wheeling jewelry store 
robbery in which the owner was 
bludgeoned to death. 

The testimony was followed by a 
police detective's description to a jury 
of how Shaun Fogle came to confess 
his role in the robbery-gone-bad that 
left owner Einil Risenzon of Buffalo 
Grove dead. 

Cook County prosecutors are 
trying to persuade a jury to convict 
the 20-year-old Fogle, then 17 and 
living with his mother on the 100 
block of Arlene Court in Wheeling, of 
first-degree murder and armed rob-
bery. Raymond Benavides, 22, and 
Rayon -Sampson, 21, both also of 
Wheeling, face the same charges. 

Former gang member Danny 
Chatman told jurors the street gang 
met several times at an apartment in 
the Arbor Court apartments in 
Wheeling to figure out how to get 
money to bail a gang leader out of jail. 

"We hit a lick at the jewelry store," 
Chatman quoted Fogle as saying at  

one of the meetings, explaining that 
he meant a robbery occurred. 

Chatman, who was later accused in 
a separate armed robbery in Prospect 
Heights, said he saw Fogle while both 
were in jail. Chatman said Fogle told 
him "what we put down on paper, we 
did," a reference to the confession 
Fogle had signed. 

Fogle's attorney, Michael JohnsOn, 
grilled Chatman about his deal with 
prosecutors to plead guilty to a les4er 
charge in return for a sentence of 30 
months' probation. Johnson told 
jurors in opening arguments last 
week that Chatman could not be 
trusted. 

Skokie police Sgt. Kevin Baltazar 
testified that Fogle signed a confes-
sion in the early morning hours after 
admitting the night before that he 
stood guard at the jewelry store while 
Sampson bludgeoned Risenzon with 
a metal pipe. 

Family members cried as Baltazar 
told the details. Risenzon, 47, was a 
Russian immigrant one week away 
from being sworn in as an American 
citizen when he was killed. 

The case is expected to continue 
today in Room 109 of the Rolling 
Meadows courthouse. 
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Courtroom 109 of the Rolling 
Meadows courthouse doesn't look 
the same after this week's murder 
trial—literally. 

Prosecutors John Dillon and 
Bernie Murray persuaded a jury to 
convict Shaun Fogle, formerly of 
Wheeling, of murder and armed rob-
bery in the brutal beating death of 
jewelry store owner Emil Risenzon of 
Buffalo Grove in 1999. 

The complex trial — Fogle is just 
one of three charged in Risenzon's 
death — featured impressive closing 
arguments from Murray and Dillon, 
as well as defense attorney Michael 
Johnson. 

But it was Dillon's final remarks 
that left their mark in the courtroom. 

Grabbing a metal pipe that might, 
or might not, have been the murder 
weapon, Dillon broke the cadence of 
what had been more than two hours  

of arguments. 
With six sharp 

blows to a 
wooden shelf 
inches in front of 
jurors, he 
whacked every-
one in the 
courtroom 
upside their 
eardrums. The 
action, which 
caused Judge 
Thomas P. 

Fecarotta Jr. and many others in the 
courtroom to wince, was intended to 
recall the fatal blows Risenzon 
received to his head. 

The whacks left a number of dents 
in the shelf. 

Johnson didn't object and 
Fecarotta didn't stop the staccato, but 
after jurors had left, he appeared to  

scold Dillon, asking him if he would 
pay to fix his courtroom. 

It remains unclear if the question 
was rhetorical. 

'Reality court' check: Judges may 
not have time to watch much TV, 
especially bad TV, but enough of 
them have seen so-called "reality-
based" court TV shows to get angry 
about them. 

The Illinois Judges Association this 
week lambasted such shows for por-
traying judges in a bad light. 

Without naming any shows, the 
organization said they "create a seri-
ous misconception about the 
judiciary" 

Using examples of TV judges 
saying things like "shut up" and 
asking questions like "Are you a per-
vert?" the association blames such 
shows for being part of the reason  

that the public is losing its basic trust 
in the justice system, a phenomenon 
backed by recent polls. 

Cook County Judge Stuart Nudel-
man, president of the judges group, 
said that shouldn't be what happens. 

"Everyone who leaves a courtroom 
—whether or not they agree with the 
judge's decision — should feel that 
they were heard and that justice was 
done," he said in a written statement. Dave Orrick 

Crime &Justice 

• 
judge wants prosecutors to pay for damage to courtroom shelf 

1/- 9 — z 

• 

When Cook County prosecutor 
John Dillon whacked a metal pipe six 
times on a wooden shelf during clos-
ing remarks in a recent jury trial, he 
was trying to hammer home the 
brutal nature of a crime. 

But now he's being hammered for 
the damage the pipe did to a court-
room in the Rolling Meadows 
courthouse. 

Judge Joseph J. Urso, who presides 
over the courthouse, said this week 
he'll bill Dillon or the Cook County 
state's attorney's office for the 
numerous dents in the walnut-
stained shelf, which sits inches in 
front of jurors in Courtroom 109 and 
is often used by lawyers to display 
evidence to a jury 

"We're going to get an estimate and 
we're going to send them the bill," 
Urso said. "It shouldn't happen, this 
type of thing. It •just shouldn't  

happen." 
Dillon could 

not be reached 
for comment. 

The incident 
occurred last 
week as Dillon 
was trying to per-
suade jurors to 
convict Shaun 
Fogle, a former 
Wieeling resi-
tient, of taking 
part in the rob-

bery and murder of Emil Risenzon 
inside Risenzon's Wheeling jewelry 
store in 1999. They convicted. 

Risenzon was beaten to death with 
what authorities believe was a metal 
pipe. In closing remarks, Dillon 
grabbed a metal pipe that might have 
been the murder weapon and 
smacked it — hard — on the bench  

six times, roughly the number of 
times Risenzon's head was struck. 

Judge Thomas P. Fecarotta Jr. 
appeared displeased by the antic. He 
didn't interrupt Dillon, but briefly 
scolded him after the jury had left. 

Dillon will be in Fecarotta's court 
pee. 18, the earliest Fogle could be 
sentenced. 

Dave Orrick 
Crime &Justice 



Community weighs in 
on money problems 

Panel recommends limiting home day care to 8 kids 
BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer il - 1:1 2_ 

A plan to soften Wheeling plan 
commissioners toward home day 
care by inviting them to some home 
day-care centers almost backfired 
for day-care advocates. 

Commissioner Pamela Dorband 
returned and praised the nurturing 
environments in the home centers, 
but also said she liked seeing fewer 
kids being cared for in them. 

Commission Chairman Kenneth  

Brady also advocated for smaller 
numbers, saying one house had so 
many toys and craft items the doors 
seemed difficult to open. 

'And that's what I think about with 
safety issues," Brady said. "When you 
have three babes in arms, how do 
you round them all up when you 
have a pot of grease that goes up on 
the stove?" 

Brady and Dorband recom-
mended reducing the number of 
children home day-care providers 
can care for to six from Wheeling's  

current limit of 12. 
At a commissioners' previous 

meeting, they settled on a limit of 
eight after considering how many 
children would make. it feasible to 
run a day care. Testimony from care 
providers reminded commissioners 
of the costs. 

"I have to spend money on crafts, 
I have to spend my money for food," 
Lolita Kadukov said. "Thanks to God, 
my husband is working, but maybe 
tomorrow, he's not" 

Another provider said a limit of six  

kids would limit her to caring for 
three children beside her own. 

In the end, some Wheeling plan 
commissioners were convinced, 
not only that the limit should be 
eight kids, but also that allowing 
home day-care centers to have 
employees might not be so bad. 

Care providers said help from 
assistants would give them time to 
teach and prepare healthy meals. 

"I think in fairness to the children, 
they will be better served," Commis- 

sioner Dave Cantwell said. 
He and Dorband, however, were 

outvoted by commissioners who 
said the point of amending the vil-
lage's rules in the first place was to 
prevent home day cares from oper-
ating too much like businesses in 
residential areas. 

The commission came full circle 
and decided to recommend that 
trustees limit the kids in home day 
cares to eight, With the condition 
that no employees assist homeown-
ers in providing care. 

Wheeling 
scrutinizes 
2 business 
proposals 
BY CASS CLIATT 

' Daily Herald Staff Writer I a 
Wheeling's determination to over-

haul its image has stymied two 
businesses hoping to open in town. 

Before being allowed to build on 
Hintz Road, Handi-Foil will have to 
find away to install sidewalks for a 
network of walkways Wheeling 
expects to someday link the village's 
businesses and residential areas, 
trustees said. 

A developer hoping to build a retail 
shopping center along Northgate 
Parkway will have to wait until the 
Wheeling Plan Commission has a 
better idea how its efforts to develop a 
town center there will take shape. 

The plan commission has been 
working with a consultant to Oevelop 
a comprehensive land-use plan for 
Wheeling that will guide the village's 
development for the next 10 to 20 
years. A draft map of Wheeling's future 
envisions open green space for the 
area of Dundee Road and Northgate 
Parkway where Alex Loyfman of High-
land Park wants to build an office and 
retail center. 

"We found out when we were pre-
senting the final plans that there is a 
process for a comprehensive plan, 
which we did not know," Loyfrnan 
said in a plea to trustees to be allowed 
to build. "We have planned over a 
year, pursuing our dream that may 
not become a dream at this point" 

Referring to vacant retail space on 
Route 83, some trustees had concerns 
about the developer's ability to find 
tenants. 

Trustees Michael and Patrick 
Horcher, however, said the village 
would come out on top by allowing a 
developer to make use of "such a dif-
ficult property" in a flood plain. 

"Open space doesn't generate tax 
dollars," Trustee Patrick Horcher said. 

The developer was awaiting engi-
neering approval to build on the flood 
plain from the. Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District, and trustees 
decided to return the proposal to the 
plan commission. 

Representatives from the planning 
finn Camiros told commissioners 
Tuesday that a retail and office center 
might fit plans to include mixed com-
mercial and residential space near the 
train station to create a "community 
campus" as a town center. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

// —7- 12 
Nearly 200 parents and residents offered 

their suggestions as to how Wheeling Elemen-
tary School District 21 can turn its financial sit-
uation around at a special State of the Schools 
meeting Oct. 29. 

DISTRICT 21 

The meeting was the second of two where 
parents and residents were able to see how 
some of the district's education programs work 
and why the district is in such financial trou-
ble. District officials also encouraged those in 
attendance to share some of their thoughts. 

Solutions to the district's money woes 
ranged from lobbying state and federal politi-
cians to increase education spending all the 
way to merging with another school district. 
District officials are anticipating a $4.6 million 
deficit in the education fund at the end of this 
school year, up from a $665,000 deficit at the 
end of the last school year. 

nImunily Continued from 

can d.i7 
c:,  I s (I lie heard some good ideas at the 

meetings, Ir some simply will not generate 
enough money for the disi.tict. 

A suggestion to establish a charitable foun-
dation certainly has merit,';; officials said. But 
such roundations, which are operated sepa-
rately from I le school district, are mainly used 
for teacher twits or to support special pro-
grams, Mica I said. It also takes time for a foun-
dation to generate enough money to work. An-
other challenge is finding dedicated volunteers 
to run the foundation. •  

Another siigifectionf0 renegotiate staff con-
tracts or freeze salaries is a not a long-term so-
lution to the district's problems, Mical said. 
The district just negotiated a contract exten-
sion with the teachers union last year. 

"It's not going to happen," said Mical. 
Parents also suggested cutting administra-

tive costs. According to the 2001 Illinois School 
Report Card, 1.5 percent of the district's 

_ ' • 

Superintendent Gary Mical said he was 
pleased to see so many people attend the two 
meetings and offer such a wide variety of sug-
gestions. 

"It's not easy to get people to come out on a 
Tuesday night," Mical said. "We had about 450 
people total between the two nights. We got 
some good ideas and some good questions, and 
we hope to answer most of them." 

Mical said the suggestions made by those in 
attendance at each meeting are being complied 
for the School Board to review at its Nov. 7 fi-
nancial workshop meeting. The board will re-
view the information to make a decision on 
how to get the district out of the red. 

There has been talk of putting a referendum 
on the April 2003 ballot asking voters for a 
property tax increase for the education fund. 
Other options include cutting spending, most 
likely in staff and programs.. If the district con-
tinues to go into debt, the State Board of Edu-
cation could take action to put the district on 
solid financial footing. 

"A decision has not been made yet," Mical 
said. "But, there are only so many things we 

(Continued on page 12) 
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budget is 'spent on administrative costs, com-
pared to the state average of 2.5 percent. Mical 
speculated that the idea to trim administrative 
costs may have arisen out of the current situa-
tion at Cooper Middle School, which this year 
has two principals — Kathryn Schoenwetter 
and Jason Klein. Schoenwetter will retire at 
the end of the 2002-03 school year, and there 
will be one principal there next year. 

"This is just a phase-in year," Mical said. 
The district's financial woes are not unique. 

Mical said over 80 percent of all school districts 
in Illinois are beginning to run deficits. Andy 
Mace, an auditor from William F. Gurrie and 
Co., which audits District 21 each year, said his 
firm audits about ).00 school districts and Dis-
trict 21's situation is "very typical." 

"When expenses are rising 4 to 5 percent a 
year and revenue is increasing only 1.6 per- 
cent, it doesn't take complex analysis to see 
that over time expenses are going to overtake 
revenues," Gurrie said. 



District 21 construction Trustees like plan, 
projects will continue order second look 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

7 - 
Members of the Wheeling 

Plan Commission will be see-
ing a familiar face as the Vil-
lage Board sent back to them 
an office building proposal 
that the commission rejected 
only a few weeks ago. 

The Plan Commission rec-
ommended the Village Board 
deny the permits to build the 
three-story building at the 
Dundee Road and Northgate 
rarkway intersection. Plan 
commissioners said they 
weren't sure if the building 
would fit in with the new com-
prehensive plan, which will 

,not be completed until early 
next year. 

Trustees, however, said 
they liked the plan and 
wanted to see it go forward. 

"I see nothing wrong with 
this," Trusted Patrick Horcher 
said. "It meets code and zon-
ing. I don't think we should 
stand in (the) way." 

'• Trustees said the office 
building plan, which was re-
jected by .the Plan Commis-
sion before most specifics 
could be ironed out, does need 

cerr.ed, saying the market will 
dictate what ends up in the 
building. 

Loyfman has been working, 
with village officials on the , . 
project for about a year. Vil-

a :loge President Greg Klatecki 
said the plans have been im-
proving as the project has, • 

• • moved along. 
"This is better than the first 

4  proposal," he said. 
That proposal showed the 

building on stilts to alleviate 
;: the flood problems. • 

By KIMBERLY FORMER 
SURF WRITER 

More schools will get new roofs, windows 
and floors as renovations in Wheeling Elemen-
tary School District 21 continue next year. 

The district is budgeting $10.7 million for 
work at Longfellow, Riley and Whitman ele-
mentary schools; at the district's three middle 
schools, Cooper, Holmes and 
London; and at the Adminis- 
tration Center. The projects, 
which will begin next May, 
will be paid for with revenue 
from the district's $21.5 mil-
lion bond sale voters approved 
via referendum in April 2001. 

That bond issuance also fi-
nanced last summer's repairs 
at Poe, Field, 'rarkington and 
Twain elementary schools, 
renovations which came in 
$1.2 million under budget. Work is ongoing 
only at Poe, where, with the addition of a new 
front office, the most extensive remodeling 
took place. The work at Poe is expected to be 
finished in January. 

"When we are finished with all the projects, 
we are hoping there still will be a surplus," 
said District 21 Finance Director Dan Cash. Ad-
ditional renovations at Frost Elementary and 
other schools will stretch into at least 2004. 

District officials will evaluate contractors' 
bids in December and plan to award the proj-
ects in January. Cash hopes soliciting bids 
early in the winter will lead to the most com-
petitive prices. The slowing economy also 
might mean more contractors will be eager for 
the work. 

"The environment has changed dramatically 
since last year," said Eric Olson of Arcon Asso-
ciates Inc., the architectural firm that oversaw  

the elementary school renovations in the sum-
mer. "There's a lot of hungry contractors out 
there. Your money should go a little farther. 
And hopefully your savings will be greater this 
year than last." 

Any money left over after the renovations 
are completed must be used for maintenance 
and building projects and cannot be redirected 
to the education fund. 

The costliest repairs 
planned for next summer will 
be at Holmes, where replacing 
the roof, windows, ceilings, 
tile floors, lockers, bleachers 
and boiler, masonry repairs 
and other miscellaneous work 
are estimated to cost $2.5 mil-
lion. Asbestos beneath the 
tiles will be removed as part of 
the project. 

The extent of the work 
means Holmes will have to be 

entirely emptied. Tile replacement and 
abatement also will take place at Longfellow 
School, but because only two classrooms are 
involved, the school will not have to be com-
pletely closed. Whitman is the only school not 
scheduled to get a new roof and windows. Built 
in 1991, the Whitman building is the newest 
District 21 school and needs the fewest repairs. 
About $70,000 has been budgeted for a 
generator and new asphalt on the playground 
at Whitman. 

The district administration center will un-
dergo an estimated $1.4 million renovation 
with a new roof, windows and doors. Also in-
cluded is a $700,000 warehouse addition. 

Repairs at Frost Elementary School have 
been postponed until 2004 because year-round 
classes make scheduling construction more 
difficult.  

some adjustments before they 
are can Voitnally vote on it. 
They woo Id like to see side-
walks bui it around the build-
ing, and t' ley did not care for 
its mirrored-glass facade. 

Developer Alex Loyfman 
also needs to address some 
flooding concerns because the 
eight-acre site sits in a flood 
plain. The building will sit on 
only four acres, with much of 
the, rest being used for flood 
mitigation. 

Loyfman has already se-
cured a number of permits 
from the Illinois Department 
of Transportation for access to 
the site. 

The plan shows retail shops 
on the first floor of the build-
ing, with offices on the top 
two. Architect Robert Kirk 
said the retail aspect would be 
used for "professional" serv-
ices, such as Realtors or attor-
neys. Not all trustees were ex-
cited to see retail in the 
building. 

"If you want to build an of-
fice building, then build an of-
fice building," Trustee Dean 
Argiris said.. "Take the retail 
out of there." 

Horcher was less con-
(Continued on page 10) 

Loyfman said he was sur-
prised when the Plan Com-
mission recommended a de-
nial of the project at its Oct 10 
meeting. That was the first 
time he heard the village was 
looking at a new comprehen-
sive plan, even though he had 
been working with the village 
for a year. Kirk said he wanted 
to work with the comprehen-
sive plan consultants to make 
sure the building fits into the 
plan. -• 

When we are 
finished with all 
the projects, we are 
hoping there still 
will be a surplus. 

District 21 Finance 
Director Dan Cash. 

• Trustees Continued from page 8 

Slain officer's family waits for another verdict 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER /7 - ._ f̀  2. 
The Illinois Prisoner Review Board has completed 

its task of hearing the cases of more than 140 death 
row inmates hoping to have their death sentences 
overturned. 

Now, friends and families of the victims have to 
wait. Just like they waited many years ago to hear 
the verdict that many hoped would in some way help 
ease their pain. 

Kenneth Dawson's extended family, which in-
cludes many members of the Wheeling Police De-
partment, waits. They wait to hear what will come of 
the death sentence handed down to Tyrone Strick-
land, the man convicted of shooting Officer Kenneth 
Dawson on Nov. 5, 1985. Strickland sat before the 
board Oct. 17. According to those who attended the 
hearing, the board did not seem to have much sym-
pathy for the convicted cop killer. 

Officer Joseph Dawson, Kenneth Dawson's 
nephew, said the board appeared very receptive to 
the pleas of the families of victims in all the cases he 
sat through, including his own. 

"They were almost scathing toward the defense,"  

he said. "It was a positive experience. I was happy to 
see they were so receptive." 

Joseph Dawson also said the board itself seemed 
victimized by the whole process. 

"They were put in a tight spot to make a decision 
with little to no time to do it," he said. 

Wheeling Police Cmdr. William Stutzman, who 
first found Kenneth Dawson after he was shot, also 
went to the hearing. He said the Prisoner Review 
Board did its job well. 

"They seemed to be prepared," Stutzman said. "It 
shows they took their job seriously. They had knowl-
edge of the case, and it didn't seem like they were a 
rubber stamp." 

Stutzman said he did not think the board was 
looking to grant blanket clemencies to the prisoners, 
and he was pleased the family was given time to 
speak at the hearing, even though it was particularly 
painful for them. 

"It's a shame Governor Ryan had to put the family 
through the hearing," he said. 

Strickland's plea 
Robert Markfield, the defense attorney who repre- 

sented Strickland at the hearing, said the board al-
lowed him to probe issues that were not included in 
the original Petition seeking the clemency hearing, 
including offering doubt as to whether Strickland 
was the shooter, or if the shooting was accidental. 
Both issues had been taken into account during 
Strickland's original trial. 

"They allowed me to make my presentation," 
Markfield said. "Their sympathies have not been 
with the defense in this case." 

The hearings wrapped up Nov. 1. Anne Taylor, 
chairwoman of the Prisoner Review Board, said the 
board is currently looking over each case and plans 
to send recommendations on each one to Gov. 
George Ryan's office by month's end. 

"This is an unusual activity, and we hope to get 
them up as swiftly as possible," Taylor said. "There's 
a lot of work to do. I've been doing this for 20 years, 
and I've never seen anything like this before." 

By law, the Prisoner Review Board's recommenda-
tions are confidential, and Gov. Ryan can either ac-
cept the recommendations or reject them. The gov-
ernor can uphold the sentences, reduce them or 
even set inmates free, if he chooses. Ryan's decision 

(Continued on page 10) 



District studying ways 
to solve 

.
money  woes  Proti 

By CASEY MOFFITT pr,  5_s  
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling Elementary School District 21 can-
not continue to operate unless it cuts expenses 
or raises taxes, and School Board President 
Phil Pritzker said raising taxes is "almost un-
avoidable." 

These are only examples. 
They're meant to give us an 
idea on what the outcome 
would be. 

DISTRICT 21 

Superintendent Gary Mical outlined to the 
School Board during a financial workshop Nov. 
7 what school officials are doing in both areas 
to put the district back on a sound financial 
footing. 

The administration presented information 
on how much money the district might receive 
in new taxes and when the board can expect to 
see cuts in district spending. The board must 
decide by Jan. 27 whether to ask voters for a 
tax increase on the April 1 ballot. 

Dan Cash, assistant superintendent of fi-
nance, presented projections using different 
increases in the education fund tax rate, which 
would have to be approved by voters. 

Taxes on a home assessed at $200,000 would 

increase by $97.87 next year if no change is 
made in the tax rate, Cash said. 

If the rate is increased by 25 cents, the dis-
trict would be able to get the education fund 
out of debt by the end of the 2004-05 school 
year. However, Cash's projections show the 
fund would be back in a deficit by the end of 
the 2008-09 school year. 

The total increase in taxes on home assessed 
at $200,000 with the 25-cent increase would be 
$131.19 next year. 

Should the district receive a 35-cent in-
crease, the education fund Would have a posi-
tive balance by the end of the of the 2003-04 
school year, with deficits returning at the end 
of the 2011-12 school year, according to Cash's 
projections. The impact on a home assessed at 
$200,000 would be a $199.91 increase. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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• Slain officer's Continued from page S 

will be final, and the new gov-
ernor cannot overturn them. 

Ryan has until the end of 
his term to make a decision on 
all 142 cases presented to him. 
Taylor said no one knows 
when thOse decisions will be 
made. 

"It:s completely up to the 
governor," she said. "I wish I 
could be more specific." 

4 
1Village opposition 

The Wheeling Police De-
partment has been vocal in its 
opposition to the clemency 
hearings, and the Wheeling 
Village Board joined in that 
opposition Oct. 28 by passing 
a resolution expressing its ob-
jection to the hearings. Trus-
tee Robert Heer, a Buffalo 
Grove police officer, brought 

- the resolution to the table. 

"I thought it was important 
to stand up for our police offi-
cers," he said. "Officer Daw-
son gave his life for the com-
munity, and I feel the 
community should stand be-
hind the department." 

Many residents also have 
asked the board to keep the 
bridge during the public com-
ments portions of meetings 
since April when the board 
was leaning toward tearing it 
down. Those residents also ar-
gued for the children's safety. 

However, some trustees say 
the bridge is an eyesore and a 
traffic hazard. 

Stavros said there is no pos-
sibility IDOT will allow the 
village to keep the bridge and 

"It was a strong statement 
about how the Village Board 
feels about the Police Depart-
ment and the men and women 
who serve," Stutzman said. 

Joseph Dawson said the res-
olution was "a great show of 
support" by the board to the 
department and against the 
governor. 

"That, coupled with every-
thing 'else, shows people are 
serious about opposing the 
governor," he said. "Hope-
fully, it will make a differ-
ence." — 

Although the Prisoner Re-
view Board reacted as if 
Strickland's sentence should 
be carried out at the hearing, 
Stutzman said he is still 
doubtful the governor will up-
hold it. 

"I still think (Ryan is) arro-
gant," Stutzman said. "Espe-
cially when you see him doing 
things like replacing board 
members ' who ' have spoken 
out against the hearings." 

Joseph Dawson said he waF. 
more optimistic that some 
sentences, especially Strick-
land's, will be upheld when 
the governor makes his final 
decisions. 

"I think people behind the 
death penalty and against the 
clemency hearings are exert-
ing enough political pres-
sure," he said. "I think (Ryan) 
is looking at them case by 
case. Although it was revis-
ited, if he listens to the review 
board's recommendations, I 
think he won't commute the 
sentence." 

om page 5 

build a new traffic light. Kol-
berg said IDOT has been re-
luctant to allow a new traffic 
light on Dundee Road and had 
always tried to steer the vil-
lage toward keeping the 
bridge. 

The village has budgeted 
$250,000 to tear down the 
bridge, build a new traffic 
light and realign the London 
driveway with Cedar Run 
Drive this year. 

Cash also presented projec-
tions for a 50-cent increase, 
which would create a positive 
education fund balance into 
the foreseeable future starting 
at the end of the 2003-04 
school year. According to 
those projections, the district 
would have a $48.8 million 
balance in the education fund 
at the end of the 2011-12 
school year. Taxes would in-
crease by $303.34 on a home 
assessed at $200,000. 

All education' fund balance 
projections were based on ex-
pected enrollment, maintain-
ing existing educational pro-
grams and the values of 
homes in reassessment years. 

"These are only examples,"  

Pritzker said. "They're meant 
to give us an idea on what the 
outcome would be." 

District officials also are 
working on a deficit-reduction 
plan, which will examine 
areas to cut expenses. That 
plan will be completed just 
after Thanksgiving, Mical 
said, and it will be handed 
over to the Board Finance 
Committee, a separate com-
mittee from the District 21 
Board. 

It is expected the Board Fi-
nance Committee will review 
the deficit-reduction plan,  

make changes and give the 
final plan to the District 21 
Board for its approval in Janu-
ary.  

Mical said any plan to cut 
expenses will most likely be 
phased in over a two-year pe-
riod and could eliminate the 
district's deficit on its own if 
taxes aren't increased. Cuts 
could be made in extra-curric-
ular activities, technology, 
staff development, teaching 
assistants, instructional spe-
cialists, gifted programs and 
media center expenses. Mical 
said the district will do all it  

can to ensure that the overall 
education- received by stu-
dents doeS.,flot suffer because 
,of the culig 

Theci 61i  dirAducti plan also 
will takeihreaccouht savings 
from - retirhig: teachers.- The 
district 144xpecting 28 teach-
ers to re tire4tt the end of the 
current s0661 year and be re-
placed ..1;ii*tv teachers who 
earn letjat: 

"We - at increasing 
student:A* (for -_activities) 
and building

q 
 fees, but it won't 

be en Mical said. "We 
- - are go have to look at 

is  

every resource (for cuts). ... 
We're running into a train at 

_the end of the highway. We 
can't continue without new 
revenue or cutting expenses." 

However, the District 21 
Board could decide to do both. 

School officials realize 
asking voters for a tax in-

.. crease could be an uphill bat-
tie, based on how voters in 
-other districts have reacted to 
education fund increases in 
the past. Mical said in the 
Nov. 5 election, 79 percent of 
those referenda in the state 

Heer said the department 
did not know the resolution 
was forthcoming, and the de-' 
partmetit did not request the 
board pass such a resolution. 

"As the elected leaders of 
the community, I thought it 
Was important to show a 
united front," he said. "It 
would be a slap in the face to 
the department if the village 
didn't say anything." 

Police officials said they 
were pleased to see the board 
take that action. 

• Bridge Continued fr 

Keeping Dundee bridge remains an option 
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Wheeling Elementary School District 21 can-
not continue to operate unless it cuts expenses 
or raises taxes, and School Board President 
Phil Pritzker said raising taxes is "almost un-
avoidable." 

These are only examples. 
They're meant to give us an 
idea on what the outcome 
would be. 

DISTRICT 21 

Superintendent Gary Mical outlined to the 
School Board during a financial workshop Nov. 
7 what school officials are doing in both areas 
to put the district back on a sound financial 
footing. 

The administration presented information 
on how much money the district might receive 
in new taxes and when the board can expect to 
see cuts in district spending. The board must 
decide by Jan. 27 whether to ask voters for a 
tax increase on the April 1 ballot. 

Dan Cash, assistant superintendent of fi-
nance, presented projections using different 
increases in the education fund tax rate, which 
would have to be approved by voters. 

Taxes on a home assessed at $200,000 would 

increase by $97.87 next year if no change is 
made in the tax rate, Cash said. 

If the rate is increased by 25 cents, the dis-
trict would be able to get the education fund 
out of debt by the end of the 2004-05 school 
year. However, Cash's projections show the 
fund would be back in a deficit by the end of 
the 2008-09 school year. 

The total increase in taxes on home assessed 
at $200,000 with the 25-cent increase would be 
$131.19 next year. 

Should the district receive a 35-cent in-
crease, the education fund would have a posi-
tive balance by the end of the of the 2003-04 
school year, with deficits returning at the end 
of the 2011-12 school year, according to Cash's 
projections. The impact on a home assessed at 
$200,000 would be a $199.91 increase. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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will be final, awl the new gov-
' error cannot overturn them. 

Ryan has until the end of 
:.;,his term to make .a decision on 

all 142 cases presented to him. 
r. Taylor said no one knows 

when those decisions . will be 
made. 

"It's completely up to the 
governor," she said. "I wish I 
could be more specific." 

Village opposition 

The Wheeling Police De-
partment has been vocal in its 
opposition to the clemency 
hearings, and the Wheeling 
.Village Board joined in that 
opposition Oct. 28 by passing 
a resolution expressing its ob-
jection to the hearings. Trus-
tee Robert Heer, a Buffalo 
Grove police officer, brought 
the resolution to the table. 

"I thought it was important 

Many residents also have 
asked the board to keep the 
bridge during the public com-
ments portions of meetings 
since April when the board 
was leaning toward tearing it 
down. Those residents also ar-
gued for the children's safety. 

However, some trustees say 
the bridge is an eyesore and a 
traffic hazard. 

Stavros said there is no pos-
sibility IDOT will allow the 
village to keep the bridge and 

"It was a strong statement 
about how the Village Board 
feels about the Police Depart-
ment and the men and women 
who serve," Stutzman said. 

Joseph Dawson said the res-
olution was "a great show of 
support" by the board to the 
department . and against the 
governor. 

"That, coupled with every-
thing 'else, shows people are 
serious about opposing the 
governor," he said. "Hope-
fully, it will make a differ-
ence." — 

Although' the Prisoner Re-
view Board' reacted as if 
Strickland's sentence should 
be carried out at the hearing, 
Stutzman said he is still 
doubtful the governor will up-
hold it. 

"I still think (Ryan is) arro-
gant," Stutzman said. "Espe-
cially when you see him doing 
things like replacing board 
members who ' have spoken 
out against the hearings." 

Joseph Dawson said he waE 
more optimistic that some 
sentences, especially Strick-

, land's, will be upheld when 
the governor makes his final 
decisions. 

"I think people behind the 
death penalty and against the 
clemency hearings are exert-
ing enough political pres-
sure," he said. "I think (Ryan) 
is looking at them case by 
case. Although it was revis-
ited, if he listens to the review 
board's recommendations, I 
think he won't commute the 
sentence." . 

build a new traffic light. Kol-
berg said IDOT has been re-
luctant to allow a new traffic 
light on Dundee Road and had 
always tried to steer the vil-
lage toward keeping the 
bridge. 

The village has budgeted 
$250,000 to tear down the 
bridge, build a new traffic 
light and realign the London 
driveway with Cedar Run 
Drive this year. 

• District stud 
Cash also presented projec-

tions for a 50-cent increase, 
which would create a positive 
education fund balance into 
the foreseeable future starting 
at the end of the 2003-04 
school year. According to 
those projections, the district 
would have a $48.8 million 
balance in the education fund 
at the end of the 2011-12 
school year. Taxes would in-
crease by $303.34 on a home 
assessed at $200,000. 

All education.  fund balance 
projections were based on ex-
pected enrollment, maintain-
ing existing educational pro-

-grams and the values of 
homes in reassessment years. 

"These are only examples," 

to stand up for our police offi-
cers," he said. "Officer 'Daw-
son gave his life for the coniL, 
munity, and I feel' the 
community should stand be 
hind the department." 

Heer said the department 
did not know the resolution 
was forthcoming, and the de- 

. partmerit did not request the 
board pass such a resolution. 

"As the elected leaders of 
the community, I thought it 
was important to show a 
united front," he said. "It 
would be a slap in the face to 
the department if the village 
didn't say anything." 

Police officials said they 
were pleased to see the board 
take that action. , 
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Keeping Dundee bridge remains an option 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The pedestrian overpass spanning Dundee Road 
between Field Elementary School and London Mid-
dle School may stay after all. 

Wheeling village officials have learned that the Il-
linois Department of Transportation will not require 
the village to comply with regulations in the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act to repair the bridge, as 
once thought. IDOT also will not require the village 
to raise the clearance of the 13-foot 10-inch bridge. 

Both would have added tremendous costs to re-
pair the bridge, which is why the Village Board had 
previously preferred tearing the bridge down and re-
placing it with a traffic light. Adding handicap-ac-
cessible ramps also was viewed as impractical be-
cause the ramps would have taken space in the 
London parking lot and the Field playground. 

Trustees have not made a final decision on the 
bridge's fate. They did elect to hire a structural engi-
neer at a cost of $6,000 to inspect the bridge and 
show exactly what needs to be repaired and give a 
cost estimate for the repairs. 

Kids from school painted it for a 
project. We've never put a dime 
into it. 

Trustee Dean Argiris 

"After the (engineer's) report, the board will have 
a complete picture of the problems with the bridge," 
said Anthony Stavros, public works engineer assist-
ant. 

Strand and Associates, Inc., a Joliet engineering 
firm, had evaluated the bridge in 1998. In that re-
port, Strand estimated the cost to repair the bridge 
at $105,000, including the ramps and adding height. 
The report also estimates a replacement bridge 
would cost $130,000, but it was discovered the cost to 
replace the bridge would actually be closer to 
$400,000. 

Still, trustees were curious to see how much 
money it would take to repair the overpass. 

"This is one part of the equation you have never  

found out," said Village Manager Wallace Douth-
waite. 

"The ADA is why we never looked in this direc-
tion," Village President Greg Klatecki said. 

It was the Strand report that led village officials to 
believe repairs to the bridge would have to include 
ADA compliance and raising the clearance. Guy Kol-
berg, public works director, said IDOT officials told 
the village at a recent meeting that neither would be 
necessary. 

"They said maintenance (on the bridge) would not 
require ADA accessibility," Kolberg said. 

Some trustees said they would prefer to see the 
bridge stay. They argue the bridge is the safest way 
for students to cross Dundee Road to get to school 
since it keeps them off the busy road. 

"I've always been in favor of keeping the bridge," 
Trustee Michael Horcher said. 

Trustee Dean Argiris said thp village has done 
nothing to maintain the bridge since it was built in 
1967, and it should do something now. 

"Kids from school painted it for a project," he 
said. "We've never put a dime into it." 

(Continued on page 14) 



• Bucking-
ham Fountain 
in Chicago 
pumps and 
sprays 14,000 
gallons of 
water per 
minute into 
the air and 
remains the 
undisputed 
standard for 
Chicago area 
fountains. 

COURTESY PHOTO 

• • Town Center 
Fountain in 
Carol Stream 
sprays 40 feet 
into the air 
while recy-
cling 6,700 
gallons of 
water per 

 minute with 
the help of 
four 185-
horsepower 
pumps. 

BEV HORNE/DAILY HERALD 

Wheeling 
boasts its 
fountain is 
area's top 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer rcq 

It's easy to spout off about being 
the biggest, but sooner or later the 
challenges will float in. 

Among all the praise bobbing 
around Wheeling's new fountain, 
there's also the boast that the village 
now has the biggest one in the sub-
urbs. 

Designers say the cascading water-
falls and landscaped sprays at the 
newly dedicated Friendship Park is 
second only to.  Chicago's Bucking-
ham Fountain in the entire Chicago 
area. 

Yet Carol Stream made the same 
boast in May when it flipped the 
switch to unleash the sprays of its 
fountain. 

'l'he firm that designed both towns' 
frothing features has concluded that 
both of their boasts hold water —
depending on what you mean by 
biggest. 

"They're different types of foun-
tains," said Robert Watson, a partner 
at Fountain Technologies in Wheel-
ing. "One is a waterfall and the other 
is a shooting type of water feature 
with nozzles that shoot really high in 
the air." 

The 40-foot sprays in Carol 
Stream's Town Center Fountain near 
Gary Avenue and Lies Road require 
more water, Watson said. Four 185-
horsepower pumps spew and recycle 
6,700 gallons of water pet minute. 

Buckingham Fountain, in com-
parison, pumps and sprays at a rate 
of about 14,000 gallons per minute. 

Fountain Square in Long Grove 
doesn't come close, with a total 
capacity of only 1,000 gallons of 
water. Rosemont's Waterfall Park at 
Higgins and River roads holds 
100,000 gallons, but the village does-
n't classify its feature as a fountain. 

At Wheeling's Cole Taylor Bank 
Friendship Park, the primary water 
cascade on the northern corners of 
Dundee Road and Milwaukee 
Avenue circulates at a rate of 2,448 
gallons per minute. Its spray shoots 
about 4 feet high. 

"But the Wheeling fountain is 

I/- / -OZ  
Horcher won't run for school board 

Trustee Patrick Horcher said he will not seek a seat on the 
Wheeling Elementary School District 21 Board next spring. 

Horcher had no intentions of giving up his seat on the 
Wheeling Village Board, and he said he has been told by state 
officials that holding elected positions on both boards could 
open him up to a myriad of legal questions. He said he did 
not want to wind up in court defending himself because of 
holdingtwo seats. 

Horcher had considered running for the School Board after 
residents had asked him to run. Horcher, who is serving the 
last year of his second term on the Village Board, said resi-
dents have asked him to seek re-election as trustee as well. 
He said he plans to run again for trustee. 

District 21 Board members whose terms end this year are 
Pamela Becker Dean, Larry Krulewich and Ellen Clark. Trus-
tees whose seats are up next election are Horcher, Judy 
Abruscato and Robert Heer. 

RII I ZARS/DAIIN HERALD 

The large fountain built by the village of Wheeling, back, is mainly on the northeast corner of Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee Road, but it also spills over 
the northwest corner with a smaller fountain, seen in the foreground. 

Founbin: Other towns argue their claim to 'biggest' title 
Continued from Page 1 

probably the largest footprint foun-
tain other than the Buckingham in the 
Chicago area," said Watson of the 
fountain's square footage. 

Watson's company has extensive 
experience with local fountains, 
having also designed prominent 
waterworks at Evanston Hospital, ABT 
Electronics Store in Glenview and Old 
Orchard Shopping Center in Skokie. 

Wheeling's water features are on 
two corners, but Watson said Wheel-
ing's fountain on the northeast corner 
alone is larger in terms of square 
footage than Carol Stream's fountain. 

Also, the breadth of the waterfall is 
131 feet, compared with the 100-foot 
diameter of Carol Stream's reflecting 
pool. 

Yet, Carol Stream's director of engi-
neering said he thinks the true 
measure is how much water a foun-
tain uses. 

"A fountain is water that sprays in 
the air," James Knudsen said. "You 
could always have a huge pond, and 
some just have one single (nozzle) 
that sprays in the air. So I guess it just 
depends what you're looking at." 

Whether or not it's biggest, 
Lehmann still thinks Wheeling's 
fountain is best. 

"Carol Stream's is more designed to 
t_ - _ —CC L... sett-, eh', .r-rh thou 

"A fountain is water that sprays 

in the air. You could always 
have a huge pond, and some 
just have one single (nozzle) 

that sprays in the air. So I guess 
it just depends what you're 

looking at" 
James Knudsen, 

Carol Stream director of engineering 

people to that village's twice weekly 
music concerts. 

At least two wedding parties have 
already taken photographs at the 
Wheeling fountain, and the village 
expects more activity when the flow-
ers bloom in spring. 

A park dedication drew some 300 
residents and community leaders 
from Wheeling and neighboring 
towns last month, and thank-yous 
and congratulations abounded. 

"It brought a lot of closure to the vil-
lage, and the word is out on the street 
that Wheeling has a little something 
special," Trustee Judy Abruscato said. 

The $1.56 million park was more 
than four years in the making. 

After three years of community 

Other notable fountains in the Chicago area 
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• Bucking- 
ham Fountain 
in Chicago 
pumps and 
sprays 14,000 
gallons of 
water per 
minute into 
the air and 
remains the 
undisputed 
standard for 
Chicago area 
fountains. 

• Town Center 
Fountain in 
Carol Stream 
sprays 40 feet 
into the air 
while recy-
cling 6,700 
gallons of 
water per 
minute with 
the help of 
four 185-
horsepower 
pumps. 
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• Fountain 
Square in 
Long Grove 
checks in at a 
relatively 
humble total 
capacity of 
about 1,000 
gallons of 
water. 
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second only to . Chicago's Bucking-
ham Fountain in the entire Chicago 
area. 

Yet Carol Stream made the same 
boast in May when it flipped the 
switch to unleash the sprays of its 
fountain.  

cascaue on me nortnem corners or 
Dundee Road and Milwaukee 
Avenue circulates at a rate of 2,448 
gallons per minute. Its spray shoots 
about 4 feet high. • 

"But the Wheeling fountain is 
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The large fountain built by the village of Wheeling, back, is mainly on the northeast corner of Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee Road, but it also spills over 
the northwest corner with a smaller fountain, seen in the foreground. 

Fountain: Other towns argue their claim to 'biggest' title 
Continued from Page 1 

probably the largest footprint foun-
tain other than the Buckingham in the 
Chicago area," said Watson of the 
fountain's square footage. 

Watson's company has extensive 
experience with local fountains, 
having also designed prominent 
waterworks at Evanston Hospital, ABT 
Electronics Store in Glenview and Old 
Orchard Shopping Center in Skokie. 

Wheeling's water features are on 
two corners, but Watson said Wheel-
ing's fountain on the northeast corner 
alone is larger in terms of square 
footage than Carol Stream's fountain. 

Also, the breadth of the waterfall is 
131 feet, compared with the 100-foot 
diameter of Carol Stream's reflecting 
pooL 

Yet, Carol Stream's director of engi-
neering said he thinks the true 
measure is how much.water a foun-
tain uses. 

"A fountain is water that sprays in 
the air," James Knudsen said. "You 
could always have a huge pond, and 
some just have one single (nozzle) 
that sprays in the air. So I guess it just 
depends what you're looking at." 

Whether or not it's biggest, 
Lehmann still thinks Wheeling's 
fountain is best. 

"Carol Stream's is more designed to 
be set off by itself, even though they 
said it has walking paths,' said 
Lehmann, who personally commis-
sioned the Wheeling design. "Ours is 
more 'you can get in there and be part 
of it.'" 

Lush foliage lines stone walkways 
that lead visitors at one of the Wheel-
ing parks corners to a gazebo atop a 
series of cascades. 

The other corner serves as a resting 
place where passers-by can meditate 
while watching sprays of water shoot 
skyward. 

"Ours is more the natural elements 
of the area, with the stone, the trees, 
the plantings," Lehmann said. 

Wheeling hopes Friendship Park 
will draw residents in similar ways as 
Carol Stream's Town Center Fountain, 
which helps draw more than 500 

"A fountain is water that sprays 

in the air. You could always 
have a huge pond, and some 
just have one single (nozzle) 

that sprays in the air. So I guess 

it just depends what you're 
looking at" 

James Knudsen, 
Carol Stream director of engineering 

people to that village's twice weekly 
music concerts. 

At least two wedding parties have 
already taken photographs at the 
Wheeling fountain, and the village 
expects more activity when the flow-
ers bloom in spring. 

A park dedication drew some 300 
residents and community leaders 
from Wheeling and neighboring 
towns last month, and thank-yous 
and congratulations abounded. 

"It brought a lot of closure to the vil-
lage, and the word is out on the street 
that Wheeling has a little something 
special," Trustee Judy Abruscato said. 

The $1.56 million park was more 
than four years in the making. 

After three years of community 
meetings and design contests for a 
project that started out as Millennium 
Plaza, trustees voted unanimously in 
June of last year to nix the project. Very 
few people liked the plaza's steely 
design. 

Trustees approved a new park 
design, but environmental clean-ups 
and design changes at the newly 
dubbed Friendship Park put off a July 
3 ribbon cutting. 

Village President Greg Klatec,ki, who 
was the only board member to sup-
port the Millennium Plaza plan, 
publicly thanked Lehmann for a pro-
ject eventually completed in less than 
a year. 

"I know he doesn't like me to say it, 
but he sweated a lot over this project," 
Klatecici said. 



Shaun Fogle 

Emil Risenzon 

munity campus Wheeling is propos-
ing as part of its comprehensive 
planning process, commissioners 
said. As presented, Petersburg Place 
fits well with plans to create retail and 
commercial space within walking dis-
tance of public buildings and 
residential areas, commissioners said. 

Developers have already worked 
with residents in the neighboring 
Shadow Bend subdivision and agreed 
to install shaded lighting, create a 
landscaped barrier and build a fence 

to shield homes. 
"But you could ea 

then we get hot d 
restaurants," Coma 
Kenneth Brady said,  

Still, the majority 
sion conceded thi 
project would mak( 
narrow property 
held off on voting 
though, until develoj 
access and turn-lan 
Minois Department 

Still fresh after 20 years 
Friendly bagel shop, deli celebrates 

anniversary in Wheeling 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 1 1 .— 
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Cornfields surrounded Chicago Bagel and Bialy Deli Restau-
rant when it first opened in Wheeling in 1982. 

Over the years, the mom-and-pop eatery would become a 
place where kids walking to London Middle School routinely 
stopped for their morning bagel and cream cheese. 

Office receptionists would make the weekly run for discount 
bagels on "bagel day" Tuesdays, political candidates would 
come to view it as a prime community spot for campaigning 
and others would stop by just for "the schtick" offered by the 
jovial owners. 

"It's been 20 years, and we're still here, and it's pretty amaz-
ing," said co-owner Sharon Harkavy. "From the time we 
opened, to the time we got thrown out because of Walgreens to 

now, we've survived in spite of 
everything." 

Once at the corner of Dundee 
and Schoenbeck Roads, the bagel 
shop now at 260 S. Milwaukee Ave. 
weathered the threat of a wrecking 
ball and moved across town in 
2000 to make room for the big-
chain pharmacy. 

Today, Chicago Bagel has a spot 
on Wheeling's prestigious Restau-
rant Row, a following of loyal 
customers and marked its 20 years 
doing business in Wheeling on 
Nov. 12. 

"We're so happy here," Harkavy 
said. "We've made so many 
friends that are loyal customers, 
and the school kids still come by to 
visit. They come and say hello, and 

they've grown up so much. It's unbelievable." 
Sharon Harkavy's husband, Harold Harkavy, opened Chicago 

Bagel and Bialy in 1982 after running a similar business in 
Northbrook. 

He had sold his partnership in New York Bagel and decided 
to strike out on his own. He formed a new business partnership 
after meeting his wife 10 years later. 

When Walgreens decided to buy out the Harkavys' lease, 
along with those of neighboring Hip Cat Records and Music 
Videos, Sharon Harkavy dug in her heels and collected more 
than 700 signatures on a petition to rally opposition against the 
pharmacy chain. 

Eventually, though, village approval for a prime spot on 
Restaurant Row gave Chicago Bagel renewed energy 

"On a bagel day, we get almost 600 customers," Harkavy said 
of Tuesdays, when the shop offers bagels at $2.99 a dozen. "I 
think now that we're on Restaurant Row, we're more visible. We 
knew it was up and coming, and it's been better than we antic-
ipated." 

Most of what keeps people coming back is the food, Harkavy 
said. 

Chicago Bagel is not a chain, and all of the food is home-
made. 

"I make a lot of it, and I wouldn't serve anything I wouldn't eat 
myself," she said. "Our regular customers like that, and they're 
still with us." 
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After the verdict, jurors said the 

signed confession 
of Shaun Fogle, 20, 
was the most per-
suasive piece of 
evidence against 
him. Jurors 
reached a decision 
after 21/4  hours of 
deliberations. 

Fogle was 
accused of being 
part of a trio of 
thieves who 
robbed Emil 
Risenzon, a 47-
year-old Russian 
immigrant who 
lived in Buffalo 
Grove, at his 
Wheeling jewelry 
store and left him 
dead. 

As jurors 
affirmed the verdict, Fogle's generally 
sullen courtroom demeanor grew 
into a red-eyed weep. As he was led 
away, Fogle, who testified that he has 
never been in the jewelry store, could 
be heard gasping sobs. His relatives, 
as well as Risenzon's widow, sniffled 
as the verdict was read. Members of 
each family declined to comment. 

Fogle conceivably could be sen- 

I

tenced to as many as 160 years in 
prison for the two convictions. Cook 
County Circuit Judge Thomas P 
Fecarotta Jr. could sentence him as 
soon as Dec. 18. 

On Aug. 17, 1999, Risenzon was 
found beaten to death behind the 
counter of his looted Wheeling Jew-
elry and Repair Store on Dundee 
Road. His skull had been fractured 

"We've made so many 

friends that are loyal 

customers, and the 

school kids still come 

by to visit. They come 

and say hello, and 

they've grown up 

so much. It's 

unbelievable." 

Sharon Harkavy 
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With a flick of the wrist, Alberto Albarca, along with Sindronio Perlata, churns the, 
out bagels at Chicago Bagel and Bialy in Wheeling. Below, Harold and Sharon t 
Harkavy give a little lift to their bagels to celebrate 20 years doing business. v11- 
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Wheeling police issued tickets to five bar-
tenders and waiters during a sting operation 
targeting the sale of alcohol to minors. 

During the sting, conducted Nov. 5 and Nov. 
6, officers sent 17-year-old girls and boys into 
29 different restaurants and bars in Wheeling. 
They were accompanied by plainclothes 
Wheeling police officers who witnessed the 
transactions, said police Cmdr. William Ben-
son. 

Tickets were given to Ricardo Galindo, 25, 
431 Castlewood Lane, Buffalo Grove, at Pico 
De Gallo; Sergio R. Leon, 25, 1917 N. Lacrosse, 
Chicago, at Benihana; Sarah L. Henderson, 49, 
2515 Dundee Road, Northbrook, at PS Pub; 
Gary E. Poston, 58, 4144 N. LeClaire, Chicago, 
at Hackney's; and Anthony M. Biondo, 53, 1131 
Victoria Drive, Fox River Grove, at Hang Outs. 
They are scheduled to appear in Cook County 
Court in Rolling Meadows Dec. 6 to face a 
charge of sale of alcohol to a minor. 

Biondo, who was ticketed at Hang Outs, said 
he did not check the minor's identification and 
was deceived by her appearance. 

"It was a terrible, terrible oversight on my 
part," he said. "I made a mistake and let my 

very bothered by this." 
a manager at Benihana, said 
as cited made a mistake and 

did not carefully examine the identification 
given to him. 

"He didn't read the date," Wong said. "He 
forgot the details." 

Managers at Hackney's and PS Pub declined 
to comment. A manager at Pico De Gallo was 
not available for comment. 

Benson called the results of the sting "disap-
pointing," considering the department has 
conducted such investigations in the past. 

"This is concerning," he said. "I can't see an 
acceptable excuse to serve (the minors). All 
should be carded." 

Benson said the department is working with 
the Wheeling/Prospect Heights Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry to set up training with 
owners and managers of restaurants and bars 
in Wheeling. 

Owners of the establishments where cita-
tions were issued will appear before the Wheel-
ing Liquor Control Commission for a hearing 
that could result in additional fines or liquor li-
cense suspensions if their employees are found 
guilty in court. The hearings could be held in 
February. 
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have pleaded innocent an' are awai 
ing trial on that charge. 

In his closing arguments, Johnson 
said none of the physical evidence in 
the Wheeling case actually points to 
Fogle being in Risenzon's store. 
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tance of public buildings and 
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Police ticket servers in 
bar, restaurant sting 

• By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

ij. Zr 
Wheeling police issued tickets to five bar-

tenders and waiters during a sting operation 
targeting the sale of alcohol to minors. 

During the sting, conducted Nov. 5 and Nov. 
6, officers sent 17-year-old girls and boys into 
29 different restaurants and bars in Wheeling. 
They were accompanied by plainclothes 
Wheeling police officers who witnessed the 
transactions, said police Cmdr. William Ben-
son. 

Tickets were given to Ricardo Galindo, 25, 
431 Castlewood Lane, Buffalo Grove, at Pico 
De Gallo; Sergio R. Leon, 25, 1917 N. Lacrosse, 
Chicago, at Benihana; Sarah L. Henderson, 49, 
2515 Dundee Road, Northbrook, at PS Pub; 
Gary E. Poston, 58, 4144 N. LeClaire, Chicago, 
at Hackney's; and Anthony M. Biondo, 53, 1131 
Victoria Drive, Fox River Grove, at Hang Outs. 
They are scheduled to appear in Cook County 
Court in Rolling Meadows Dec. 6 to face a 
charge of sale of alcohol to a minor. 

Biondo, who was ticketed at Hang Outs, said 
he did not check the minor's identification and 
was deceived by her appearance. 

"It was a terrible, terrible oversight on my 
part," he said. "I made a mistake and let my 

guard down. I'm very bothered by this." 
Danny Wong, a manager at Benihana, said 

the server who was cited made a mistake and 
did not carefully examine the identification 
given to him. 

"He didn't read the date," Wong said. "He 
forgot the details." 

Managers at Hackney's and PS Pub declined 
to comment. A manager at Pico De Gallo was 
not available for comment. 

Benson called the results of the sting "disap-
pointing," considering the department has 
conducted such investigations in the past. 

"This is concerning," he said. "I can't see an 
acceptable excuse to serve (the minors). All 
should be carded." 

Benson said the department is working with 
the Wheeling/Prospect Heights Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry to set up training with 
owners and managers of restaurants and bars 
in Wheeling. 

Owners of the establishments where cita-
tions were issued will appear before the Wheel-
ing Liquor Control Commission for a hearing 
that could result in additional fines or liquor li-
cense suspensions if their employees are found 
guilty in court. The hearings could be held in 
February. 
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Wheeling officials suggest tenant approval for proposed a 
ft, a°, 

Milwaukee Avenue. 
upscale shopping center on North	 "This is called faith," Hein said. "I leases are signed would hamper the 

live in this community, and I want project's progress, Hein said. 
To guarantee a desirable project, something good for it and I wouldn't "And you haven't done it to anyone A retail center hosting upscale commissioners suggested requiring cheapen it. This is going to be else," he added. shops of the caliber of Starbucks, approval of tenants before signing upscale." 

Haagen-Dazs and fine jewelers would leases. The developers balked at the
The center would house 12 stores in been burned before. 

Commissioners said Wheeling has 
appeal to Wheeling plan commis- idea. 
sinners.	 two buildings on either side of a small "I don't want to see it happen to the 

William Hein, a consultant for the courtyard at 119-145 N. Milwaukee residents who live there, and I don't What the village doesn't need is proposed Petersburg Place, insisted Ave. 
another collection of cigarette shops commissioners should believe him

Hein said a jeweler has already 1 a g e, " Commis s i on er Pamela 
want to see it happen to the 

and hot dog stands, commissioners when he says the center on 1.2 acres invested in the property and the Dorband said. 
said. They made that clear to a group just north of Dundee Road wouldn't developers are in talks with Caribou

The proposed development would of developers that wants to build an be just another strip mall.
Coffee. Requiring approval before be blocks away from the new com- 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer ao.c9d- 

Jury finds Wheeling man 
guilty in murder of jeweler 
BY DAVE ORRICK //- ao,0 2- The goal was to raise $2,000 to bail 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer their leader out of Cook County jail, 

prosecutors said. 
A Cook County jury Tuesday night The three also are charged with a 

found aWheeling man guilty of first- Prospect Heights robbery the next 
degree murder and armed robbery in day. Fogle has pleaded guilty and 
the beating death of a Wheeling jew- could be sentenced on that charge 
eler three years ago. Dec. 18. Benavides and Sampson 

After the verdict, jurors said the have pleaded innocent and are await-
signed confession ing trial on that charge. 
of Shaun Fogle, 20, In his closing arguments, Johnson 
was the most per- said none of the physical evidence in 
suasive piece of the Wheeling case actually points to 
evidence against Fogle being in Risenzon's store. 
him. Jurors 
reached a decision 
after 21/4  hours of 
deliberations. 

Fogle was 
accused of being 
part of a trio of 
thieves who 
robbed Emil 
Risenzon, a 47- 
year-old Russian 
immigrant who 
lived in Buffalo 
Grove, at his 
Wheeling jewelry 
store and left him 
dead. 
As jurors 

affirmed the verdict, Fogle's generally 
sullen courtroom demeanor grew 
into a red-eyed weep. As he was led 
away, Fogle, who testified that he has 
never been in the jewelry store, could 
be heard gasping sobs. His relatives, 
as well as Risenzon's widow, sniffled 
as• the verdict was read. Members of 
each family declined to comment. 

Fogle conceivably could be sen-
tenced to as many as 160 years in 
prison for the two convictions. Cook 
County Circuit Judge Thomas P. 
Fecarotta Jr. could sentence him as 
soon as Dec. 18. 

On Aug. 17, 1999, Risenzon was 
found beaten to death behind the 
counter of his looted Wheeling Jew-
elry and Repair Store on Dundee 
Road. His skull had been fractured 
seven times by what authorities say 
was a metal pipe. Three Wheeling 
men — Fogle, Rayon Sampson, 21, 
and Raymond Benavides, 22 — were 
charged with armed robbery and 
first-degree murder. Sampson and 
Benavides have maintained their 
innocence and are awaiting trial. 

Prosecutors say what was intended 
as a "grab 'n go" robbery turned awry 
when Risenzon resisted. They allege 
Sampson beat him to death with a 
metal pipe. Fogle and Benavides are 
charged with his murder as well 
because they planned and carried out 
the crime — armed robbery — that 
led to his death, prosecutors allege. 

After Tuesday's verdict, jury 
member Brad Baird said: "I think 
probably the key piece was the con- 
fession. The defense was really not 
able to get around that." 

Defense attorney Michael Johnson 
acknowledged the prosecutor-writ- 
ten confession, which Fogle signed, 
was an obstacle. "Juries believe that 
no one who's not guilty would ever 
sign a confession if they didn't doany- 
thing," he said. 

"The jury system worked," was 
prosecutor John Dillon's only com- 
ment after the verdict. 

In closing arguments, Dillon and 
co-prosecutor Bernie Murray painted 
Fogle as a streetwise gang member 
who helped hatch a plan to rob 
Risenzon's store with fellow ng 
members Sampson and Benav, res. 
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Wheeling officials suggest tenant approval for proposed center 
ire y 
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A retail center hosting upscale 
shops of the caliber of Starbucks, 
Haagen-Dazs and fine jewelers would 
appeal to Wheeling plan commis-
sioners. 

What the village doesn't need is 
another collection of cigarette shops 
and hot dog stands, commissioners 
said. They made that clear to a group 
of developers that wants to build an  

upscale shopping center on North 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

To guarantee a desirable project, 
commissioners suggested requiring 
approval of tenants before signing 
leases. The developers balked at the 
idea. 

William Hein, a consultant for the 
proposed Petersburg Place, insisted 
commissioners should believe him 
when he says the center on 1.2 acres 
just north of Dundee Road wouldn't 
be just another strip mall. 

"This is called faith," Hein said. "I 
live in this community, and I want 
something good for it and I wouldn't 
cheapen it. This is going to be 
upscale." 

The center would house 12 stores in 
two buildings on either side Of a small 
courtyard at 119-145 N. Milwaukee 
Ave. 

Hein said a jeweler has already 
invested in the property and the 
developers are in talks with Caribou 
Coffee. Requiring approval before  

leases are signed would hamper the 
project's progress, Hein said. 

'And you haven't done it to anyone 
else," he added. 

Commissioners said Wheeling has 
been burned before. 

"I don't want to see it happen to the 
residents who live there, and I don't 
want to see it happen to the entire vil-
lage," Commissioner Pamela 
Dorband said. 

The proposed development would 
be blocks away from the new corn- 

munity campus Wheeling is propos-
ing as part of its comprehensive 
planning process, commissioners 
said. As presented, Petersburg Place 
fits well with plans to create retail and 
commercial space within walking dis-
tance of public buildings and 
residential areas, commissioners said. 

Developers have already worked 
with residents in the neighboring 
Shadow Bend subdivision and agreed 
to install shaded lighting, create a 
landscaped barrier and build a fence  

to shield homes. 
"But you could easily sell later, and 

then we get hot dog sales or loud 
restaurants," Commission Chairman 
Kenneth Brady said. 

Still, the majority of the commis-
sion conceded that the proposed 
project would make good use of the 
narrow property. Commissioners 
held off on voting for the project, 
though, until developers could resolve 
access and turn-lane issues with the 
Minis Department ofTransportation. 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Jury finds Wheeling man 
guilty in murder of jeweler Police ticket servers in 

bar, restaurant sting 
BY DAVE ORRICK 7/— 4.10,0z- The goal was to raise $2,000 to bail 

Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer
their leader out of Cook County jail, 
prosecutors said. 

The three also are charged with a 
Prospect Heights robbery the next 
day. Fogle has pleaded guilty and 
could be sentenced on that charge 
Dec. 18. Benavides and Sampson 
have pleaded innocent and are await-
ing trial on that charge. 

In his closing arguments, Johnson 
said none of the physical evidence in 
the Wheeling case actually points to 
Fogle being in Risenzon's store. 

Weed/al:Tar run'tdcd0V t Ong," he said. 
"The jury system worked," was 

prosecutor John Dillon's only com-
ment after the verdict. 

In closing arguments, Dillon and 
=o-Prosecutor Bernie Murray painted 
'ogle as a streetwise gang member 
vho helped hatch a plan to rob 
lisenzon's store with fellow ng 
members Sampson and Benav, 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling police issued tickets to five bar-
tenders and waiters during a sting operation 
targeting the sale of alcohol to minors. 

During the sting, conducted Nov. 5 and Nov. 
6, officers sent 17-year-old girls and boys into 
29 different restaurants and bars in Wheeling. 
They were accompanied by plainclothes 
Wheeling police officers who witnessed the 
transactions, said police Cmdr. William Ben-
son. 

Tickets were given to Ricardo Galindo, 25, 
431 Castlewood Lane, Buffalo Grove, at Pico 
De Gallo; Sergio R. Leon, 25, 1917 N. Lacrosse, 
Chicago, at Benihana; Sarah L. Henderson, 49, 
2515 Dundee Road, Northbrook, at PS Pub; 
Gary E. Poston, 58, 4144 N. LeClaire, Chicago, 
at Hackney's; and Anthony M. Biondo, 53, 1131 
Victoria Drive, Fox River Grove, at Hang Outs. 
They are scheduled to appear in Cook County 
Court in Rolling Meadows Dec. 6 to face a 
charge of sale of alcohol to a minor. 

Biondo, who was ticketed at Hang Outs, said 
he did not check the minor's identification and 
was deceived by her appearance. 

"It was a terrible, terrible oversight on my 
part," he said. "I made a mistake and let my  

guard down. I'm very bothered by this." 
Danny Wong, a manager at Benihana, said 

the server who was cited made a mistake and 
did not carefully examine the identification 
given to him. 

"He didn't read the date," Wong said. "He 
forgot the details." 

Managers at Hackney's and PS Pub declined 
to comment. A manager at Pico De Gallo was 
not available for comment. 

Benson called the results of the sting "disap-
pointing," considering the department has 
conducted such investigations in the past. 

"This is concerning," he said. "I can't see an 
acceptable excuse to serve (the minors). All 
should be carded." 

Benson said the department is working with 
the Wheeling/Prospect Heights Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry to set up training with 
owners and managers of restaurants and bars 
in Wheeling. 

Owners of the establishments where cita-
tions were issued will appear before the Wheel-
ing Liquor Control Commission for a hearing 
that could result in additional fines or liquor li-
cense suspensions if their employees are found 
guilty in court. The hearings could be held in 
February. 

• 



Wheeling homeowners 
could see some tax relief 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer /( • r 

Last year, a 12 percent increase in 
Wheeling's property tax levy did not 
sit well with homeowners. 

A far cry from last year's hike, 
Wheeling's proposed property tax 
levy for next year will increase less 
than 0.5 percent. 

"But we know what residents are 
interested in is the bottom line," 
Wheeling Finance Director Michael 
Mondschain said. 

And that bottom line is that resi-
dents with homes valued at 
$200,000 would pay only $1.48 more 
to the village in property taxes if the 
village board approves an estimated 
$7.5 million property tax levy, 
Mondschain said. 

A new ambulance fee, utility use 
tax and hotel and motel tax the vil-
lage board approved earlier this year 
are bringing in more than $500,000 
this year. 

That will help the village hold the 
line on property taxes, despite an 
aggressive capital improvement 
schedule that elected officials hope 
will help Wheeling quickly upgrade 
its image. 

Without the new fees, village 
property taxes would be increasing 
9 percent or 10 percent, Village Man- 

ager Wallace "Wally" Douthwaite 
said. 

Trustee Dean Argiris suggested 
that the village try to knock down 
the proposed 0.39 percent property 
tax levy increase to a zero increase 
for residents. 

"Since we all got reassessed, we all 
got hammered this year," Argiris 
said of the county's triennial prop-
erty tax assessment that increased 
tax bills about $35 for homes selling 
at $151,900 in 2001. 

The difference in revenue to the 
village would be $28,000 if Wheeling 
didn't increase its levy at all. 

However, other trustees said the 
village should maintain the small 
increase to keep Wheeling's 
improvement plans on track. 

"This is the little details that make 
up the budget, and it's the little 
things that keep Wheeling going 
strong," Trustee Patrick Horcher 
said. 

It's not worth the risk of not being 
able to continue such projects as the 
Wheeling fountain and streetscape 
improvements, just to get rid of a 
0.39 percent increase, trustees said. 

"What's happened in the past is 
we've played catchup a bit," Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann said. 

The board will vote on the levy at 
a Dec. 19 meeting. 
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Alternate juror dismissed after 
admitting reading news story 

Bike path to make 
a `symbolic linking" 

o 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

/ . f  *-7/  

The long-awaited bicycle 
path connecting the Metra 
train stations in Wheeling and 
Buffalo Grove will be built by 
the end of next summer. 

Representatives from the Il-
linois Department of Trans-
portation met with the Wheel-
ing Public Works Department 
in late October for a precons-
truction meeting outlining the 
schedule for the path, said 
Tim Merrihew, capital proj-
ects manager for the Public 
Works Department. Construc-
tion is set to begin next spring 
by Thelan Sand and Gravel, 
and the path should be done 
by August. 

The bike path will run along 
the Commonwealth Edison 
easement near the Wisconsin 
Central railroad tracks. The 
path will connect with exist-
ing bike paths in Buffalo 
Grove and the path built in 
Denoyer Park in Wheeling. 

The project has been a long-
time coming, Merrihew said. 
Originally a 1993 project, Mer-
rihew said it has been delayed 
to work out issues concerning 
easement access with both 
ComEd and the railroad. 

Merrihew said 80 percent of 
the $764,000 construction cost 
is being funded by a federal 
grant. The other 20 percent of 
the cost is being split between 
the village governments of 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove, 
the park districts of both vil-
lages and the Wheeling and 

BY DAVE ORRICK 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

f • /7-0Z 
An alternate juror in a Northwest 

suburban murder trial was dismissed 
Friday after acknowledging he read 
an article on the trial in the Daily 
Herald. 

The juror, a Northwest suburban 
man, was serving as an alternate in 
the trial of Shaun Fogle of Wheeling, 
who is charged in the robbery and 
beating death of Wheeling jewelry 
store operator Emil Risenzon in 
August 1999. 

Fogle and two other Wheeling men 
— Rayon Sampson and Raymond 
Benavides — are charged with armed 
robbery and first-degree murder in 
Risenzon's death. Fogle's trial began 
this week and is expected to con-
clude early next week Benavides and 
Sampson have pleaded innocent and 
are awaiting trial in the death of 
Risenzon, a 47-year-old Buffalo 
Grove .resident. Fogle has also 
pleaded innocent. 

The same three men also are 
charged in a separate armed rob-
bery that occurred in Prospect 
Heights the day after the Wheeling 
incident. 

Fogle has pleaded guilty to that 
Prospect Heights robbery charge and 
is scheduled to be sentenced after his 
trial in the Wheeling incident. 

Benavides also has pleaded guilty 
in the Prospect Heights incident and 
is awaiting sentencing. Sampson has 
not conceded to any of the charges in 

Shaun Fogle Emil Risenzon 

connection with the Prospect 
Heights incident and is scheduled to 
appear Sept. 3. 

Because certain details of the 
Prospect Heights incident are barred 
from Fogle's trial in the Wheeling 
matter, defense attorney Michael 
Johnson said jurors who read the 
article could be prejudiced. 

On Friday, two jurors told Cook 
County Circuit Court Judge Thomas 
P. Fecarotta Jr. that they read the 
story. 

A female juror said she recalled 
little of the article, but the man 
appeared to have read the piece thor-
oughly. 

Fecarotta dismissed the man and 
allowed the woman to remain. 

Fecarotta said he himself bore 
responsibility because on Thursday 
he may have not instructed jurors to 
avoid reading news accounts of the 
trial, something he normally tells 
jurors at the end of each day. 

"If anyone's wrong, I am," 
Fecarotta said in court Friday "For 
some reason, yesterday I don't think 
I admonished them (jurors)." 

Buffalo Grove Rotary clubs. 
The Rotary clubs were in-

strumental in building the 
path at Denoyer Park near the 
Bill Simpson memorial. Simp-
son helped establish the Buf-
falo Grove Rotary Club, which 
spun off from the Wheeling 
Rotary Club in 1974, said Buf-
falo Grove Village Manager 
Bill Balling. 

Balling called the path a 
"symbolic linking" of the two 
communities that have shared 
a close relationship both gov-
ernmentally and civically. 

"The two towns have kind 
of grown up together," he 
said. "This is nice representa-
tion of that." 

Mark Harrison, director of 
parks and planning for the 
Wheeling Park District, said 
the path will hopefully be the 
beginning of more bicycling 
opportunities in Wheeling. 

"We're trying to make bike-
ways part of the village fab-
ric," he said. "It's going to be 
a long-term commitment." 

Harrison said the park dis-
trict has been working with 
village officials to weave bike 
paths into the new compre-
hensive plan. Bike paths also 
will be a focus of the park dis-
trict's own master plan, which 
will be revamped in 2003. 

Harrison said future paths 
could connect with paths in 
Prospect Heights to the south 
and to the Cook County Forest 
Preserve District. Harrison 
said residents asked for more 
bike paths in district surveys. 



unique livY,.e business, be-
cause the health, safety and 
well-being of children is at 
stake. 

Home day-care providers, 
many from communities other 
than Wheeling, implored the 
Village Board to allow the as-
sistant, saying the person is 
needed while the provider 
prepares meals for the chil-
dren or if there is an emer-
gency in the home. 

"I believe an assistant is 
needed," Village President 
Greg Klatecki said. "(The De-
partment of Children and 
Family Services) may say they 
don't need it, but what I find 
interesting is these people are 

agency, however, does require 
the hiring of assistants when a 
home day-care provider cares 
for more than five children 
under the age of 6 or two chil-
dren under the age of 30 
months. 

The Village Board wanted 
to review the home day-care 
ordinance after Wheeling resi-
dent Lynda Claver appeared 
before the board for a home 
day-care license after she 
moved into a larger home and 
asked to care for 12 children. 
Trustees allowed Claver to 
care for eight children, and 
they then asked the Plan 
Commission to review the or-
dinance, which had allowed 

• Day-care Continued. from page 8 

Defense questions medical findings in trial 
/Ye a) a00  

BY DAVE ORRICK 

Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

The defense attorney for aWheel-
ing woman charged with murdering 
her 2-year-old niece continued to try 
to pick away at the prosecution's 
medical evidence-based case 
Wednesday. 

The accused, Afaf Farag, 37, has 
maintained the toddler fell down a 
flight of stairs in Farag's Wheeling 
home, where she was babysitting the 
child Oct 4, 2000. Prosecutors say 
Farag caused the death of Angi Farag 
by shaking or striking her. 

On Wednesday, Dr. Anthony 
Niezyniecki, who pronounced the  

girl dead, at first testified that he saw 
no bruising belowAngi's neck. 

But on cross examination from 
defense attorney Robert Aronson, 
Niezyniecki said, from the bruises he 
observed, "The possibility is there 
that she could have fallen."  

Niezyniecki, a prosecution wit-
ness, was not part of the Cook  

County medical examiner's team that 
determined the girl died from bruis-
ing to her brain. 

The trial, which is to be decided by 
Associate Judge John J. Scotillo, may 
rest on whether the medical evidence 
conclusively shows that the girl's fatal 
injuries could not have occurred out-
side the few hours she was in Farag's  

care. 
Before the trial, a prosecutor said 

bruises on her forehead appeared to 
be "classic knuckle marks." Previ-
ously in the trial, an expert testified 
that retinal hemorrhages — damage 
to parts of the girl's eye—can only be 
caused by so-called shaken baby syn-
drome, not by blunt trauma. 

On Wednesday, Niezyniecki sug-
gested some of her wounds could 
have dated back for some time. 

"It's hard to determine how many 
falls or injuries she had," he said. 
"The bruising I noted in my record 
were in various stages of healing." 

The case is expected to last for al 
least another week. 

Commission stiii 
not sold on plan 
POheeh / ress 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
/STAFF WRITER 

/ 
A new home day-care ordi-

nance was tweaked and ap-
proved by the Wheeling Vil-
lage Board to the ire of at least 
one member of the Wheeling 
Plan Commission. 

Trustees debated at length 
Nov: 12 the differences they 
had with the Plan Commis-
sion's recommendation. The 
ordinance reduces the num-
ber of children allowed in one 
home from 12 to eight and al-
lows the provider to hire one 
assistant, a change from the 
Plan Commission recommen-
dation. 

According to village ordi-
nance, a home business can-
not hire any employees. How-
ever, home day-care services 
have always been considered 
a special use in Wheeling and 
not a home business, a differ-
ence in classification that al-
lows home day-care providers 
to hire employees. 

Stuart Shapiro, a plan corn- 

We're trying to 
find a medium to 
keep the 
residential 
character of our 
neigh- 
borhoods. 

Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann 

missioner who runs an insur-
ance business out of his home, 
said the day-care ordinance 
passed by trustees "discrimi-
nates" against all other home 
businesses in the village. He 
said he was "outraged" by the 
Village Board's decision to in-
clude the one-assistant rule. 

The Plan Commission in-
cluded the no-employees pro-
vision to be fair to other home 
businesses. However, trustees 
said day-care centers are a 

(Continued on page 10) 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Members of the Wheeling 
Plan Commission are still 
wrestling with a proposal to 
build an office building at the 
intersection of Dundee Road 
and Northgate Parkway and 
how it will fit in with future 
development. 

Commissioners said they 
were having a difficult time 
with the proposal since Cami-
ros, the consultant hired to 
help overhaul the comprehen-
sive plan, has suggested the 
village leave the land in ques-
tion as open space or possibly 
for use in flood control. Both 
issues make the proposal a 
difficult one to accept, com-
missioners said. 

"Camiros suggests we keep 
it as green space in the middle 
of the community, and (the 
land) could be used for flood 
issues, too," said Ken Brady, 
plan commission chairman. 
"If (the building) can fit, it will 
generate income for the vil-
lage. I think we can still 
achieve both." 

Architect Robert Kirk 
shows the building on only 
four of the eight acres of the 
site. Kirk said he would like to 
work with Camiros and Burke 
Engineering, which the vil-
lage hired to work on a flood 
mitigation study, to see how 
the building could fit into 
both plans. 

"I want to get a better idea 
of what you want," Kirk told 
the commission. "I'm willing 
to work with Camiros." 

Since the building will only 
use half of the land on the par-
cel, some commissioners be-
lieved the building can be  

built and still use the other 
half of the site for open space, 
which would include a pond to 
help with flood issues. 

"I would like to see it devel-
oped," Commissioner Ray 
Lang said. "We can come half 
way. I think we can get the 
best of both with your build-
ing and a landscape feature in 
the back." 

Some commissioners said 
the flood issues should be 
taken as a priority. If Burke's 
report, expected to be done in 
December, suggests the site 
should be used for mitigation 
purposes, it could be more ad-
vantageous for the village to 
use it that way, said Commis-
sioner Steven Boime. 

"I'm opposed to this if it 
hinders the flood mitigation 
project to free land from the 
floodplain to the south and 
east," he said. "I think we 
should wait for the flood miti-
gation study and the compre-
hensive plan." 

Some commissioners also 
asked how traffic from an of-
fice building would impact an 
already busy intersection, es-
pecially during rush hour. 

The Village Board asked the 
Plan Commission to review 
the proposal for a second time 
after the commission sent a 
recommendation to deny the 
development. Commissioners 
originally elected to hold off 
on the project until the new 
comprehensive plan was done, 
but they voted on a recom-
mendation at the insistence of 
the developer, Alex Loyfman. 

Trustees said they wanted 
to see the office building built 
and sent the proposal back to 
the Plan Commission. 1. 

Home day-care 
• ordinance OK'd 

Police make prostitution arrests ii- at • e z 
Wheeling nnlire nffirerc arrected three nennle in ennnor- 



unique h (.4.2,-.e business, be-
cause the health, safety and 
well-being of children is at 
stake. 

Home day-care providers, 
many from communities other 
than Wheeling, implored the 
Village Board to allow the as-
sistant, saying the person is 
needed while the provider 
prepares meals for the chil-
dren or if there is an emer-
gency in the home. 

"I believe an assistant is 
needed," Village President 
Greg Klatecki said. "(The De-
partment of Children and 
Family Services) may say they 
don't need it, but what I find 
interesting is these people are 
saying they want it." 

DCFS allows home day-care 
providers to care for up to 
eight children without any as-
sistants in some cases. The 

• 

Defense questions medical findings in 
A/D p a) aeol  

BY DAVE ORRICK 

Daily Herald Lega t Affairs Writer 

The defense attorney for a Wheel-
ing woman charged with murdering 
her 2-year-old niece continued to try 
to pick away at the prosecution's 
medical evidence-based case 
Wednesday. 

The accused, Afaf Farag, 37, has 
maintained the toddler fell down a 
flight of stairs in Farag's Wheeling 
home, where she was babysitting the 
child Oct. 4, 2000. Prosecutors say 
Farag caused the death of Angi Farag 
by shaking or striking her. 

On Wednesday, Dr. Anthony 
Niezyniecki, who pronounced the  

girl dead, at first testified that he saw 
no bruising below Angi's neck. 

But on cross examination from 
defense attorney Robert Aronson, 
Niezyniecki said, from the bruises he 
observed, "The possibility is there 
that she could have fallen." 

Niezyniecki, a prosecution wit-
ness, was not part of the Cook  

County medical examiner's team that 
determined the girl died from bruis-
ing to her brain. 

The trial, which is to be decided by 
Associate Judge John J. Scotillo, may 
rest on whether the medical evidence 
conclusively shows that the girl's fatal 
injuries could not have occurred out-
side the few hours she was in Farag's  

care. 
Before the trial, a prosecutor said g 

bruises on her forehead appeared to h 
be "classic knuckle marks." Previ-
ously in the trial, an expert testified fa 
that retinal hemorrhages— damage 
to parts of the girl's eye — can only be w 
caused by so-called shaken baby syn- 
drome, not by blunt trauma. le 

Home day-care 
• ordinance OK'd not sold on plan 

POh eeh t'esss 

Commission still 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
„STAFF WRITER 

/ 2_ - 
A new home day-care ordi-

nance was tweaked and ap-
proved by the Wheeling Vil-
lage Board to the ire of at least 
one member of the Wheeling 
Plan Commission. 

Trustees debated at length 
Nov. 12 the differences they 
had with the Plan Commis-
sion's recommendation. The 
ordinance reduces the num-
ber of children allowed in one 
home fi oni 12 to eight and al-
lows the provider to hire one 
assistant, a change from the 
Plan Commission recommen-
dation. 

According to village ordi-
nance, a home business can-
not hire any employees. How-
ever, home day-care services 
have always been considered 
a special use in Wheeling and 
not a home business, a differ-
ence in classification that al-
lows home day-care providers 
to hire employees. 

Stuart Shapiro, a plan com- 

agency, however, does require 
the hiring of assistants when a 
home day-care provider cares 
for more than five children 
under the age of 6 or two chil-
dren under the age of 30 
months. 

The Village Board wanted 
to review the home day-care 
ordinance after Wheeling resi-
dent Lynda Claver appeared 
before the board for a home 
day-care license after she 
moved into a larger home and 
asked to care for 12 children. 
Trustees allowed Claver to 
care for eight children, and 
they then asked the Plan 
Commission to review the or- 
dinance, which had allowed 
up to 12 children in a home. 

"We're trying to find a me-
dium to keep the residential 
character of our neighbor-
hoods," Lehmann said. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

' / 7-- 
Members of the Wheeling 

Plan Commission are still 
wrestling with a proposal to 
build an office building at the 
intersection of Dundee Road 
and Northgate Parkway and 
how it will fit in with future 
development. 

Commissioners said they 
were having a difficult time 
with the proposal since Cami-
ros, the consultant hired to 
help overhaul the comprehen-
sive plan, has suggested the 
village leave the land in ques-
tion as open space or possibly 
for use in flood control. Both 
issues make the ,proposal a 
difficult one to accept, com-
missioners said. 

"Camiros suggests we keep 
it as green space in the middle 
of the community, and (the 
land) could be used for flood 
issues, too," said Ken Brady, 
plan commission chairman. 
"If (the building) can fit, it will 
generate income for the vil-
lage. I think we can still 
achieve both." 

Architect Robert Kirk 
shows the building on only 
four of the eight acres of the 
site. Kirk said he would like to 
work with Camiros and Burke 
Engineering, which the vil-
lage hired to work on a flood 
mitigation study, to see how 
the building could fit into 
both plans. 

"I want to get a better idea 
of what you want," Kirk told 
the commission. "I'm willing 
to work with Camiros." 

Since the building will only 
use half of the land on the par- 
cel, some commissioners be-
lieved the building can be  

built and still use the other 
half of the site for open space, 
which would include a pond to 
help with flood issues. 

"I would like to see it devel-
oped," Commissioner Ray 
Lang said. "We can come half 
way. I think we can get the 
best of both with your build-
ing and a landscape feature in 
the back." 

Some commissioners said 
the flood issues should be 
taken as a priority. If Burke's 
report, expected to be done in 
December, suggests the site 
should be used for mitigation 
purposes, it could be more ad-
vantageous for the village to 
use it that way, said Commis-
sioner Steven Boime. 

"I'm opposed to this if it 
hinders the flood mitigation 
project to free land from the 
floodplain to the south and 
east," he said. "I think we 
should wait for the flood miti-
gation study and the compre-
hensive plan." 

Some commissioners also 
asked how traffic from an of-
fice building would impact an 
already busy intersection, es-
pecially during rush hour. 

The Village Board asked the 
Plan Commission to review 
the proposal for a second time 
after the commission sent a 
recommendation to deny the 
development. Commissioners 
originally elected to hold off 
on the project until the new 
comprehensive plan was done, 
but they voted on a recom-
mendation at the insistence of 
the developer, Alex Loyfman. 

Trustees said they wanted 
to see the office building built 
and sent the proposal back to 
the Plan Commission. 

We're trying to 
find a medium to 
keep the 
residential 
character of our 
neigh- 
borhoods. 

Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann 

missioner who runs an insur-
ance business out of his home, 
said the day-care ordinance 
passed by trustees "discrimi-
nates" against all other home 
businesses in the village. He 
said he was "outraged" by the 
Village Board's decision to in-
clude the one-assistant rule. 

The Plan Commission in-
cluded the no-employees pro-
vision to be fair to other home 
businesses. However, trustees 
said day-care centers are a 

(Continued on page 10) 

• Day-care Continued from page 8 

Police make prostitution arrests ii :2f • / 
Wheeling police officers arrested three people in connec-

tion with a small prostitution operation at the Foxboro Apart-
ment complex. 

Patricia Perdomo Santana, 32, 2044 Avenida Borijuen, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico; Hilario Mazaba, 21, 160 Arbor Court, Unit 
A, Wheeling; and Cornelio Najera-Hernandez, 21, 427 Allen 
Court, Unit, A, Wheeling, were all arrested in Najera-Hernan-
dez's apartment just after 7 p.m. on Nov. 12. 

Santana was charged with prostitution, and Najera-Her-
nandez was charged with soliciting a prostitute and keeping a 
place of prostitution. Mazaba was charged with patronizing a 
prostitute. 

Deputy Chief Michael Hermes said the department was 
tipped off by the building's manager, who told police he was 
suspicious of the number of people coming and going from 
the apartment. 

Hermes said investigators who went to the apartment were 
asked if they were "looking for ladies" and invited in. 
Hermes said the department believes the operation was small 
in nature and does not suspect it was part of a larger busi-
ness. 



• Public works Continued from page 7 

wires on Dundee Road out 
of the flood plain, making it 
easier to expand the current 
public works facility. 

If that were the case, the 
Hintz Road property could be 
used for something else and 
put on the tax rolls, according 
to some trustees. 

Trustee Dean Argiris re-
minded the board that it is 
looking into a downtown rede-
velopment project around the 

"That (Hintz Road property) 
could be an ace in the hole for 
us," he said. "Where else are 
we going to put those guys if 
we want to relocate them?" 

The board voted unani-
mously to sign the lease and 
store the vehicles at 2039 S. 
Foster Ave. during the winter. 
Guy Kolberg, public works di-
rector, said indoor storage will 

• protect the investment of the 

The Village Board is hoping 
the two developers can build 
projects that complement 
each other and create a gate-
way into Wheeling as people 
drive south on Milwaukee 
Avenue. 

and the riding center, which ie 
would ease traffic access into 
the two developments, would 
be built to village standards 
and supply utilities to both 
projects. 

new location for their busi- The plan would be to build 
ness. a boulevard, extending Wolf 

Road between Tantillo's land 

Village seeking 
minimal increase 
in property taxes 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

// • , 

Michael Mondschain, 
Wheeling's finance director, 
has good news about next 
year's tax levy. 

Mondschain recommended 
the village increase its prop-
erty tax collection by about .39 
percent to $7.46 million next 
year, compared to this year's 
$7.43 million tax levy. The 
amount of money going to-
ward daily village operations 
will not increase, Mondschain 
said. The increases will go to 
the police officer's pension 

• fund and the village's overall 
:debt. Those increases will 

lected for the full year. 
The previous year, the Vil-

lage Board increased the local 
sales tax by .25 percent, mak-
ing the village's portion of the 
sales tax .75 percent. In-
creased sales tax revenue also 
kept the levy down, Monds-
chain said. 

Mon dschain estimated a 
resident living in a home with 
a market value of about 
$200,000 can expect to 'see an 
increase of $1.48 in the portion 
of property taxes going to the 
village. About 10 percent of a 
total :tax 'bill goes to village 
governments 

Trustees were pleased to 
hear the good news about next 

Public works space debate s 
By CASEY MoFFrrr 

STAFF WRITER 

- ' 
Discussions on a six-month lease to store public 

works vehicles turned into a debate about the space 
needs of the department at a recent Wheeling Vil-
lage Board meeting. 

Space needs at the Village Hall campus have been 
debated for the past four years, and no permanent 

• solutions have been discussed by the Village Board. 
In the last year, a space needs study has been con-
ducted, and public works has created new office 
space above its garage. 

The Village Board Nov. 4 approved a lease to store 
public works vehicles indoors at a private building 
during the winter months to protect the vehicles and 
ensure they will start in the cold weather. But some 
trustees called it "another Band-Aid" solution to the 
needs of the department. 

"For the past four years we've been talking about 
a building on the Hintz Road property," Trustee 
Judy Abruscato said. "We can keep doing this or do 

For the past four years we 
been talking about a buildii 
the Hintz Road property. W 
keep doing this or do somet 
on Hintz Road. 

Trustee Judy Aly 
Metra train station that could vehicles. The public works 

something on Hintz Road." require relocating some busi- fleet has an estimated value of 
The village bought a 10-acre lot on Hint2gcsses—- oonen 

$1.5 million in 2000. Nothing has been done with the budget hearings start in the coming months. 
property since. Abruscato argued it would be a per- "Last year, we didn't know how big a new facility 
feet location for a new public works facility. 

"We need to look at a program," she said. "It's 
time to look at what we need to service the commu-
nity better." 

However, building a new facility will take millions 
of dollars, and some trustees said now might not be 
the right time to undergo such an expensive project, 

would have to be," Trustee Patrick Horcher said. 
"Now we have the study, and we need to look at this 
at budget time." 

Lehmann also argued in favor of waiting for a 
flood mitigation study to come back to the village. 
That study may contain a solution to get the village 

(Continued on page 11) 

• Milwaukee Continued from page 5 

By CASEY MOFFITT • A  ri 44F-7  
v 

STAFF VVRITER 9 e,, S 
11—.21— o2- PP 

Architect John Green took the ball and ran with it 
when members of the Wheeling Plan Commission 
urged him to think "outside the box" while creating 
a condominium development at Milwaukee Avenue 
and Wolf Road. 

Green presented some of his ideas to the commis-
sion at its Nov. 14 meeting. His early design includes 
three, 11-story buildings on the 7.9-acre plot just 
south of the Wedgewood Riding Center. Green said 
he is excited about the eight different floor plans in 
each building, offering buyers a variety of condo-
miniums that range from 1,150 square feet to 1,850 
square feet. 

"I was looking to create many different units, each 
with two views," Green said. 

The building has a stepped look, wide at the bot-
tom and narrowing as it goes up. It also incorporates 

Milwaukee project dray 
a large glass top, mirroring the two o 
just north of Lake-Cook Road on Milw 
— a look commissioners did not like. 

Green, who was hired by Tantillo 1 
project, said he was looking for sugges 
Plan Commission. The commission hai 

Although the buildings were shown 
ries high with parking underneath, t 
shown to be covered with asphalt to 
more parking. Commissioners said ti 
see more green space in the developm€ 

"I thought the point of going up 

In the meantime, the village Green's plan did not offi- 
is considering condemning cially include the auto dealer 
the AAA Auto Sales and Buy- land, but a plan is in the 
ens, which would abut the  works to expand the project Tantillo project to the south. a 
The village proposed a land onto that property. Tantillo is 

more green space," Commissioner ' swap with Tantillo, giving itching to build, considering it 
said. "There's still a lot of asphalt." Tantillo the car dealer land for has sat on the land, with no 

Even though there is a lot of parki the northernmost portion of substantial progress made on 
sign, there is not enough parking to Tantillo's property. its project, for over a year. 1 
codes. i n—TrriTCEEiter, which abuts the Tantillo land to the 

"It's a paradox," Commissioner Steven Boime north. Smith must wait about two years before he 
said. "There is too much parking, visually, but you can build so that the riding center owners can find a 
don't have enough by a long shot." (Continued on page 11) 
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Village seeking 
nainireik Hal increase 
in property taxes 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Michael Mondschain, 
Wheeling's finance director, 
has good news about next 
year's tax levy. 

Mondschain recommended 
the village increase its prop-
erty tax collection by about .39 
percent to $7.46 million next 
year, compared to this year's 
$7.43 million tax levy. The 
amount of money going to-
ward daily village operations 
will not increase, Mondschain 
said. The increases will go to 
the police officer's pension 
fund and the village's overall 
debt. Those increases will 

lected for the full year. 
The previous year, the Vil-

lage Board increased the local 
sales tax by .25 percent, mak-
ing the village's portion of the 
sales tax .75 percent. In-
creased sales tax revenue also 
kept the levy down, Monds-
chain said. 

Mon dschain estimated a 
resident living in a home with 
a market value of about 
$200,000 can expect to see an 
increase of $1.48 in the portion 
of property taxes going to the 
village. About 10 percent of a 
total :tax bill goes to village 
government: 

Trustees were pleased to 
hear the good news about next 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

-.2/  
Discussions on a six-month lease to store public 

works vehicles turned into a debate about the space 
needs of the department at a recent Wheeling Vil-
lage Board meeting. 

Space needs at the Village Hall campus have been 
debated for the past four years, and no permanent 

• solutions have been discussed by the Village Board. 
In the last year, a space needs study has been con-
ducted, and public works has created new office 
space above its garage. 

The Village Board Nov. .4 approved a lease to store 
public works vehicles indoors at a private building 
during the winter months to protect the vehicles and 
ensure they will start in the cold weather. But some 
trustees called it "another Band-Aid" solution to the 
needs of the department. 

"For the past four years we've been talking about 
a building on the Hintz Road property," Trustee 
Judy Abruscato said. "We can keep doing this or do 

Public works space debate s camjAtts on Dundee Road out 
of the flood plain, making it 
easier to expand the current 
public works facility. 

If that were the case, the 
Hintz Road property could be 
used for something else and 
put on the tax rolls, according 
to some trustees. store the vehicles at 

Trustee Dean Argiris re- Fogterp, padauti.J 
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"That (Hintz Road property) 
could be an ace in the hole for 
us," he said. "Where else are 
we going to put those guys if 
we want to relocate them?" 

The board voted unani-
mously to sign the lease and 
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For the past four years we 
been talking about a buildit 
the Hintz Road property. W 
keep doing this or do somet 
on Hintz Road. 
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By CASEY MOFFITT .
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Architect John Green took the ball and ran with it 
when members of the Wheeling Plan Commission 
urged him to think "outside the box" while creating 
a condominium development at Milwaukee Avenue 
and Wolf Road. 

Green presented some of his ideas to the commis-
sion at its Nov. 14 meeting. His early design includes 
three, 11-story buildings on the 7.9-acre plot just 
south of the Wedgewood Riding Center. Green said 
he is excited about the eight different floor plans in 
each building, offering buyers a variety of condo-
miniums that range from 1,150 square feet to 1,850 
square feet. 

"I was looking to create many different units, each 
with two views," Green said. 

The building has a stepped look, wide at the bot-
tom and narrowing as it goes up. It also incorporates  

a large glass top, mirroring the two office buildings 
just north of Lake-Cook Road on Milwaukee Avenue 
— a look commissioners did not like. 

Green, who was hired by Tantillo Homes for the 
project, said he was looking for suggestions from the 
Plan Commission. The commission had plenty. 

Although the buildings were shown to be 11 sto-
ries high with parking underneath, the parcel was 
shown to be covered with asphalt to accommodate 
more parking. Commissioners said they wanted to 
see more green space in the development. 

"I thought the point of going up was to create 
more green space," Commissioner Terry Steilen 
said. "There's still a lot of asphalt." 

Even though there is a lot of parking in the de-
sign, there is not enough parking to meet village 
codes. 

"It's a paradox," Commissioner Steven Boime 
said. "There is too much parking, visually, but you 
don't have enough by a long shot." 

Some commissioners also said they believed the 
project's density, at 26 units per acre, was too high. 

Commissioners did say they were pleased to see 
Green try to create something unique. 

"Anything out of the shoe box pile is good," Com-
missioner David Cantwell said. 

Green said he trying to create a project that defies 
convention. 

"I'm trying to avoid people driving by it and say-
ing, 'That looks like the building in Arlington 
Heights,' " he said. "I want them to say, 'That's the 
building in Wheeling.' " 

Tantillo first proposed a condominium develop-
ment for the site in November 2001. During that 
time, Mark Smith, of Smith Family Construction, 
had secured a contract to develop the Wedgewood 
Riding Center, which abuts the Tantillo land to the 
north. Smith must wait about two years before he 
can build so that the riding center owners can find a 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Duo puts catalog line into its first store 
(i7  I 0 e_s 

 s 
 

By IRV LEAVITT puter systems manager, to 
STAFF WRITER help him start the catalog 

// • / Z. business in 1996. He had no- 
As little kids, Scott Eirin- ticed that children's furniture 

berg and Jamie Cohen used to was one of the few retail cate-

play in and around North- gorier that wasn't over-sup- 

brook Court. plied. 
"Between discounters and 

Soon, as adults, they'll open high-end boutiques, there was 
a 6,500-square-foot store to very little else" in children's 
sell stuff for little kids in the furniture, Eirinberg said. 
same shopping center. And Land of Nod's catalog busi-
it's gone far beyond playing ness has grown to $15 million 
around. per year, but Segal and the 

The two 36-year-olds — two partners felt that a large 
who've known each other segment of the customer base 
since first grade at North- shy away from catalogs and 
brook's Meadowbrook School the Internet, and want to lay 
— started selling kids' furni- their hands on a $749 crib at a 
ture and accessories in their real store before plunking 
Land of Nod catalog eight down money. 
years ago. In 2000, they sold a So do executives at several 
half-interest in the company other companies that have en-
to Northbrook-based Crate & tered the same business in re-
Barrel, which is helping cent years. Their ranks are led 
launch their first retail store by Pottery Barn Kids, which 
on Tuesday. By the spring of nearly doubled its store count 
2004, stores are planned to to 54 this year. 
open in Boston, Seattle, and at Segal doesn't seem to mind 
North and Clybourn avenues that the Land of Nod stores 
in Chicago, as well. are starting life looking at 

"This is a little terrifying," competitors' backs. 
Eirinberg said as he walked "We started Crate & Barrel 
through the shopping center in 1962 and we didn't have a 
to the store construction site second store until 1968," he 
Friday. "But it's a lot better if said. "And we have more corn-
you have people with you petition every year. Hundreds 
who've got a lot of experi- of different stores try to do 
ence." what we do. And business gets 

The first stores will be the better every year." 
test. His partners say the key to 

Land of Nod stores' success 
"If we see these four taking will be continuing to provide 

off, we'll try five or six more a what the catalog does: furni-
year," Crate & Barrel Chief ture and accessories that 
Executive Officer Gordon make a kid's room look like it 
Segal said. "You could have belongs in a stylish upscale 
150 around the country, no home. 
problem. It just depends on "We're not selling plastic 
how good we are at doing it." race-car beds. We sell high- 

Eirinberg, a former adver- quality furniture like you 
tising copywriter, invited would have in the rest of your 
childhood pal Cohen, a corn- house," Eirinberg said. 

Geoff Scheerer/Pioneer Press 

Scott Eirinberg (left) and Jamie Cohen hung out in Northbrook Court as youngsters. Now 
they're opening a Land of Nod store there. They also have an office in Wheeling. 

"We always felt that people Eirinberg handles the mar- Court store will be split up 
could be decorating their chil- keting end, including writing into rooms, so customers can 
dren's rooms significantly bet- the catalog, and Cohen leads see how the furniture would 
ter," Cohen said. "If you're operations. They say one of look in a typical setting. The 
decorating the rest of the the reasons they still get along catalog works similarly: For 
house with (items from) Crate well may be that they spend years, it has been photo-
& Barrel, why does the kids' most of their days working at graphed in cleared-out rooms 
room have to be a sore different duties. in the homes of the partners' 
thumb?" friends. They dubbed their holding The pair had a short-lived company Meadowbrook LLC, The store also will sell 
business as Urbana-Cham- but that's not the only bit of stuffed animals and kids' 
paign disc jockeys in the whimsy in the Land of Nod. In books and music, items not 
1980s when both attended the the catalog, an eye-catching found in the catalog, to pro-
University of Illinois. More $235 crib set is dubbed vide one-stop shopping for 
than a decade later, they "Womb with a view." A parents and grandparents. 
started Land of Nod in Eirin- wooden kid-stuff catch-all to Segal said he feels confi- berg's Northbrook basement 
as the firm's only employees. be affixed to a wall, at $39 — dent he picked the right part- 

Now they have 50 workers in a elf Silverstein. 
or $59 for 
called Shelf 

a bigger unit — is ners. 
"" 

Wheeling office, and Eirinberg
A "These two fellows are two 5-by-8 foot, $399 flowery floor- and his wife, Karla, and three of the most creative guys in covering is the "Please step sons have moved to a bigger the business," he said. 

" home in Highland Park. Bach- on the daisies rug. "They're terrific to work with, 
elor Cohen lives in Deerfield. Part of the Northbrook and they're honest people." 

1,807
(erred to hire Fountain ecnnotogies tor tne tug year to see 
how much manpower it will take to maintain the fountain. 

Fountain Technologies, a Wheeling-based company, de- 
3,550 signed and built the two fountains. Kolberg said it is a unique 

opportunity to learn how to maintain the fountain from those 
2,39

_
8 who built it. /  
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Police Academy applications available 
The Wheeling Police Department is preparing to hold an-

other Citizens Police Academy, and applications are now 
availab'e. , 

The academy is a 10-week program designed to give Wheel-
ing residents a firsthand look at how the department works. 
Classes are held one night a week from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Sgt. John Teevans said those interested in attending the 
academy should fill out an application and return it to the de-
partment at the front desk of the police station. Teevans said 
the next program will begin in late January or early Febru-
ary. 

The classes are taught by different police officers in the 
areas of patrol, crime prevention, canine operations, gangs 
and investigations. Other issues to be discussed include do-
Inestic violence, child abuse, use of force and community po-
licing., 

Applications are available at the front lobby of Village Hall, 
the Community Recreation Center and through Neighbor-
hood Watch groups. Applications can also> be received by e-
mail, Contact crirrieprevention@vi.wheeling.it.us  for an appli-
cation. 

For more information on the Citizens Police Academy, call 
Teevans at (847) 459-2990. • // .2/7'0 
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Wheeling voters in step with state 

To borrow from a phrase, as went Wheeling in the Nov. 5 
election so went Illinois. Each candidate who won election to 
state office and Congress also posted winning numbers at 
Wheeling polling places. The vote totals were computed from 
information provided by the Cook County Clerk's Office. 

Z278 Firm hired for fountain maintenance 
The Wheeling Village Board approved a $33,13.2 contract 

3,358 with Fountain Technologies to maintain the fountains at 
2,584 Friendship Park for the next year. . 

The contract, which takes effect Jan. 1, calls for crews to 
work on the fountain two times a week, making sure the in-

3,118 
take valves are clear and the the filters are clean. The crews 

2,795 also will make necessary chemical arid light bulb changes. 
r.  Guy Kolberg, Wheeling public works director, said he be-

lieved public works crews could eventually take over rnainte-
4,454 nance duties at the fountain. However, Kolberg said he pre-
1807 ferred to hire Fountain Technologies for the first year to see 

how much manpower it will take to maintain the fountain. 
Fountain Technologies, a Wheeling-based company, de- 

3,550 
2,398

signed and built the two fountains. Kolberg said it is a unique 
opportunity to learn how to maintain the fountain from those 

'--  who built it. / / ' 
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TIF registry opened if • 1 27 • e, 
Those looking for information on the village's' tax incre-

ment financing districts can fill out an application and-  re-
ceive that information through the mail. 

The Wheeling Village Board created a registry for the new 
TIF district on the north side of town between Milwaukee 
Avenue and Wolf Road, which should be officially formed in 
the next few months. 

Those interested in putting their names on, the registry 
should pick up an application at Finance Director Michael 
Mondschain's office in Village Hall and return it to Monds-
chain. As information on actions 'in the TIF district comes 
out, it will be mailed to those on the registry. There is no 
deadline tqcomplete or return the forms. 

Police Academy applications available 
The Wheeling Police Department is preparing to hold an-

other Citizens Police Academy, and applications are). now 
available. 

The academy is a 10-week program designed to give Wheel-
ing residents a firsthand look at how the department works. 
Classes are held one night a week from 7 p.rn. to 9:30 p.m. 

Sgt.' John Teevans said those interested in attending the 
academy should fill out an application and return it to the de-
partment at the front desk of the police station. Teevans said 
the next program will begin in late January or early Febru-
ary. 

The classes are taught by different police officers in the 
areas of patrol, crime prevention, canine operations, gangs 
and investigations. Other issues to be discussed include: do-
mestic violence, child abuse, use of force and community' po-
licing.. 

Applications are available at the front lobby of Village Hall, 
the Community Recreation Center and . through Neighbor-
hood Watch groups. Applications can also,be received by e-
mail. Contact crimeprevention@vi.wheeling.il.us  for an appli-
cation. 

For more information on the Citizens Police Academy, call 
Teevans at (847) 459-2990, 

• 
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Wheelirig leaders never talk about 
the village as a test case. 

They talk about a massive plan-
ning effort to create a future of rolling 
green fields, and fountains and 
ponds where flood plains lie fallow in 
the village. 

They talk about a 20-year strategy 
for creating a town where kids cycle 

ngside their parents on paths that 
wiritl through shopping centers, and 
where mothers push strollers on 
sidewalks that link neighborhoods  

with public buildings and commer-
cial areas. 

They say Arlington Heights, Buf-
falo Grove and Elk Grove Village have 
realized similar visions through ren-
ovation, annexation and 
construction. 

Real estate planners point out, 
however, that Wheeling is different 
from its neighbors. They say it's the 
town with the lowest percentage of 
single-family detached homes of any 
bedroom community in the North- 

west suburbs. 
With only 31 percent of its housing 

stock made up of ranch-style houses, 
two-story villas and other detached 
homes, Wheeling faces a hefty chal-
lenge trying to transform itself into a 
place where families want to spend a 
lifetime. 

"The American dream has always 
been a single-family home," said 
DeAnn Glover, manager of Re/Max 
Experts of Buffalo Grove. "You 
absolutely have to have that mix of  

housing, so it's more single-family 
and people can make the natural 
evolutions and remain in town." 

Wheeling has 69 percent of its 
housing skewed toward transitional 
living, while only 43 percent of 
homes in Arlington Heights, 45 per-
cent in Buffalo Grove and 40 percent 
in Des Plaines are made up of apart-
ments, townhouses, condos and 
mobile homes. • 

An ideal family community is a 
place where people can see them- 

selves leaving home and moving into 
an apartment, and then buying pro-
gressively larger homes with their 
own families before moving into a 
condo or townhouse in their golden 
years, Glover said. 

Wheeling leaders insist they can 
compensate for the housing imbal-
ance with the benefit of taking what 
their suburban neighbors have done 
and revolutionizing it for the village. 

Efforts to do that finally began 
coming together recently as the Si 

Wheeling: Leaders 
worried about 
falling into old ways 

Reinventing the Wheeling image 
Wheeling leaders say a 
massive village planning 
effort and a new can-do 
attitude will help the village 
shed its "merely affordable" 
image and catch up with its 
upscale neighbors. 

2. Redeveloped downtown 
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a town center and the creation of 
space for upscale, single-family 
housing. 

Real estate planners say the village 
has the chance to stand out as a 
model among suburban towns that 
had no room to grow but remade 
itself. "What Wheeling will have to 
deal with—and it's not just Wheeling 
because it's the same with most 
towns in the northern suburbs — is 
land costs are too high," said Sara 
Horan of Century 21 Real Estate 
Finders in Wheeling. "Ideally, it 
would be wonderful if we could do 
more of the low-cost single-family 
homes, but you can't buy the land 
and put that size house on it and 
make it economically feasible." 

Developers have to build multi-
family developments or high-end 
homes selling at $500,000 or more to 
make it worthwhile. 

So, towns such as Wheeling also 
lose out when it comes to companies 
looking at housing demographics to 
locate new grocery stores and other 
enterprises that have been missing 
from Wheeling, real estate agents 
said. 

Redemption by reusing 
Wheeling officials say an aggres-

sive push for redevelopment will help 
the village shed the "affordable, 
working-class suburb" image that 
has made Wheeling a stopping place 
for many on the way to something 
better. "This is not just about having 
people to pay the property taxes —
even though, of course you need 
them to keep your projects going and 
keep roads and all that nice," Plan 
Commission Chairman Kenneth 
Brady said. "If you have people who 
stay, you have people who are more 
involved in the community." 

There is a "trickle-down effect" of 
people who care enough to stay also 
caring enough to have quality 
schools, quality parks and a village 
identity Brady said. 

"Let's face it, without all that, what 
kind of community are you going to 
have?" he said. "So it's going to have 
to be a very aggressive plan to recycle 
a lot of the land uses we have in the 
village to really make Wheeling a vil-
lage of choice."  

With the help of the Chicago plan-
ning firm Camiros and input from a 
series of community meetings, 
Wheeling plan commissioners are 
exploring several goals: 

• Combine municipal buildings 
with community-oriented retail to 
promote Dundee Road as Wheeling's 
"Main Street." 

• Encourage hotel, entertainment 
and other land uses with regional 
draw along Milwaukee Avenue. 

• Establish a riverwalk system to 
connect restaurants, retail, parks and 
other amenities to the forest preserve 
east of the city 

• Pursue annexations along Mil-
waukee Avenue to control 
redevelopment of unincorporated 
residential areas to spur upgrades of 
existing housing. 

By February. Wheeling hones to  

community buy-in." 
Leaders of Arlington Heights and 

other towns that have accomplished 
their own transformations agreed it 
will be critical to gain backing from 
the community at every level. "I think 
it's very important to get support 
from the business community," said 
Charles Witherington-Perkins, 
Arlington Heights' director of plan-
ning and community development. 

Wheeling's plans for creating a 
town center could displace Wickes 
Furniture, Meyer Material Co. and 
other industrial facilities, similar to 
the way Arlington Heights' down-
town revitalization displaced some 
small businesses. 

"It was not an easy ride for some of 
them with all of the construction we 
had that occurred in such a short 
time," Perkins said. "But the sales 
have more than doubled from before 
development since after completion 
of the last wave of major develop-
ment." 

Members of Wheeling's business 
community have joined village 
trustees and Wheeling Park District 
officials in helping shape the village's 
plan in recent months. 

David Kolssak, a member of the 
Wheeling Economic Development 
Commission, said the biggest con-
cern local businesses have is 
Wheeling might complete plans to 
remake itself, only to fall into familiar 
patterns. 'And then in 10 years we 
have a glut of too many condos," said 
Kolssak of Turnkey Network Systems. 
After the condo market takes a dive, 
she said, "we have all this land to 
develop again and we're saying, 
`Where did we go wrong?' " 

Wheeling plan commissioners 
said the commission is confident 
things will change this time because 
Wheeling's leadership has changed. 

A project called Wheeling 2000 
started the ball rolling about five 
years ago with an effort to urge the 
community to create a vision of a 
new Wheeling, Commissioner David 
Cantwell said. 

"We finally have enough can-do 
attitude on the village board and on a 
number of levels to move these 
things forward," Cantwell said.  

1. Reduce the amount 
of transitional housing 
The mobile homes in Wheeling's 
Whippletree area represent the type 
of housing the village is trying to get 
away from as it explores upscale 
housing, an innovative heritage 
farm and new park space to 
rehabilitate the McHenry Road area. 

PHOTOS BY MARK WELSH/ 
DAILY HERALD 

Almost 70 percent of 
Wheeling's housing is mobile 
homes, condos, townhouses 
and apartments. 

3. More upscale 
housing 
Wheeling hopes 
annexations will bring 
in high-end housing 
similar to that of north 
Buffalo Grove. 

Commissioner Stuart Shapiro 
agreed, saying Wheeling has been 
almost shamed into change. 

The village stood still for decades 
as its suburban neighbors raced to 
add to their borders and to their 
images as bustling, modern towns. 

Mount Prospect plucked up the 
land that would become the lucrative 
Randhurst Shopping Center and Buf-
falo Grove annexed high-end 
housing stock that increased its 
property-tax base in Lake County 

Comme 
residentki 

Whee 

The centerpiece of Wheeling's plans to 
change its image is the creation of a 
town center that would combine 
commercial and residential space 
around the existing train station, along 
with a public use campus that would 
combine new municipal buildings, park 
district facilities and green space. 

Buffalo 
Grove 
increased 
its tax base 
by annexing 
homes. 

PAUL 
BEATY/DAILY 

HERALD 

more than 2,800 percent. 
Des Plaines and Arlington Heights 

updated their old-fashioned images 
by revitalizing aging downtowns, and 
Rolling Meadows spent 10 years 
using the last of its open space to 
build a corporate identity that has 
attracted the likes of 3Com, Boeing 
and Motorola. 

"Unfortunately, we had past 
administrations that were interested 
in keeping Wheeling a small, sleepy 
town." Shapiro said. "We now have to 
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The plan commission will hold its 
next comprehensive planning ses-
sion 7 p.m. Dec. 4. "If people think 
Wheeling has a hometown feel, this is 
when they should get involved," 
Commissioner Cantwell said. 

"If residents in Wheeling have 
enjoyed visiting a place, they proba-
bly enjoyed it because of the 
quaintness of its architecture, the 
flow, the feel. That's what we believe 
Wheeling has the greatest potential 
of enhancing." 
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How Wheeling is trying to reverse 20-year trend 
BY CASS CLIATT IA) Q  V .2  ;)," Leaders see chance to bring community into step with other towns 
Daily HeraldStaftWriter " 

Wheeling leaders never talk about 
the village as a test case. 

They talk about a massive plan-
ning effort to create a future of rolling 
green fields, and fountains and 
ponds where flood plains lie fallow in 
the village. 

They talk about a 20-year strategy 
for creating a town where kids cycle 
alfpngside their parents on paths that 
wind through shopping centers, and 
Whelp mothers push strollers on 
sidewalks that link neighborhoods  

with public buildings and commer-
cial areas. 

They say Arlington Heights, Buf-
falo Grove and Elk Grove Village have 
realized similar visions through ren-
ovation, annexation and 
construction. 

Real estate planners point out, 
however, that Wheeling is different 
from its neighbors. They say it's the 
town with the lowest percentage of 
single-family detached homes of any 
bedroom community in the North- 

west suburbs. 
With only 31 percent of its housing 

stock made up of ranch-style houses, 
two-story villas and other detached 
homes, Wheeling faces a hefty chal-
lenge trying to transform itself into a 
place where families want to spend a 
lifetime. 

"The American dream has always 
been a single-family home," said 
DeAnn Glover, manager of Re/Max 
Experts of Buffalo Grove. "You 
absolutely have to have that mix of  

housing, so it's more single-family 
and people can make the natural 
evolutions and remain in town." 

Wheeling has 69 percent of its 
housing skewed toward transitional 
living, while only 43 percent of 
homes in Arlington Heights, 45 per-
cent in Buffalo Grove and 40 percent 
in Des Plaines are made up of apart-
ments, townhouses, condos and 
mobile homes. 

An ideal family community is a 
place where people can see them- 

selves leaving home and moving into 
an apartment, and then buying pro-
gressively larger homes with their 
own families before moving into a 
condo or townhouse in their golden 
years, Glover said. 

Wheeling leaders insist they can 
compensate for the housing imbal-
ance with the benefit of taking what 
their suburban neighbors have done 
and revolutionizing it for the village. 

Efforts to do that finally began 
coming together recently as the  

Wheeling Plan Commission got its 
first look at a villagewide future land 
use plan it's been working toward 
since February. 

Highlights of the draft include an 
innovative educational farm site pro-
posed along McHenry Road and 
open green space near a bustling 
"public community campus" that 
would unite parks and municipal 
buildings. 

The proposed comprehensive 
plan also has new combinations of 
residential and commercial space in 

See WHEELING on PAGE 4 
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Reinventing the Wheeling image 
Wheeling leaders say a 
massive village planning 
effort and a new can-do 
attitude will help the village 
shed its "merely affordable" 
image and catch up with its 
upscale neighbors. 
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a town center and the creation of 
space for upscale, single-family 
housing. 

Real estate planners say the village 
has the chance to stand out as a 
model among suburban towns that 
had no room to grow but remade 
itself. "What Wheeling will have to 
deal with — and it's not just Wheeling 
because it's the same with most 
towns in the northern suburbs — is 
land costs are too high," said Sara 
(loran of Century 21 Real Estate 
Finders in Wheeling. "Ideally, it 
would be wonderful if we could do 
more of the low-cost single-family 
homes, but you can't buy the land 
and put that size house on it and 
make it economically feasible." 

Developers have to build multi-
family developments or high-end 
homes selling at $500,000 or more to 
make it worthwhile. 

So, towns such as Wheeling also 
lose out when it comes to companies 
looking at housing demographics to 
locate new grocery stores and other 
enterprises that have been missing 
from Wheeling, real estate agents 
said. 

Redemption by reusing 

Wheeling officials say an aggres-
sive push for redevelopment will help 
the village shed the "affordable, 
working-class suburb" image that 
has made Wheeling a stopping place 
for many on the way to something 
better. "This is not just about having 
people to pay the property taxes —
even though, of course you need 
:them to keep your projects going and 
keep roads and all that nice," Plan 
Commission Chairman Kenneth 
Brady said. "If you have people who  

community buy-in." 
Leaders of Arlington Heights and 

other towns that have accomplished 
their own transformations agreed it 
will be critical to gain backing from 
the community at every level. "I think 
it's very important to get support 
from the business community," said 
Charles Witherington-Perkins, 
Arlington Heights' director of plan-
ning and community development. 

Wheeling's plans for creating a 
town center could displace Wickes 
Furniture, Meyer Material Co. and 
other industrial facilities, similar to 
the way Arlington Heights' down-
town revitalization displaced some 
small businesses. 

"It was not an easy ride for some of 
them with all of the construction we 
had that occurred in such a short 
time," Perkins said. "But the sales 
have more than doubled from before 
development since after completion 
of the last wave of major develop-
ment." 

Members of Wheeling's business 
community have joined village 
trustees and Wheeling Park District 
officials in helping shape the village's 
plan in recent months. 

David Kolssak, a member of the 
Wheeling Economic Development 
Commission, said the biggest con-
cern local businesses have is 
Wheeling might complete plans to 
remake itself, only to fall into familiar 
patterns. 'And then in 10 years we 
have a glut of too many condos," said 
Kolssak of Turnkey Network Systems. 
After the condo market takes a dive, 
she said, "we have all this land to 
develop again and we're saying, 
'Where did we go wrong?' " 

Wheeling plan commissioners 
said the commission is confident 
things will change this time because 
Wheeling's leadership has changed.  

1. Reduce the amount 
of transitional housing 
The mobile homes in Wheeling's 
Whippletree area represent the type 
of housing the village is trying to get 
away from as it explores upscale 
housing, an innovative heritage 
farm and new park space to 
rehabilitate the McHenry Road area. 

PHOTOS BY MARK WELSH/ 
DAILY HERALD 

Almost 70 percent of 
Wheeling's housing is mobile 
homes, condos, townhouses 
and apartments. 

3. More upscale 
housing 

Wheeling hopes 
annexations will bring 
in high-end housing 
similar to that of north 
Buffalo Grove. 

Commissioner Stuart Shapiro 
agreed, saying Wheeling has been 
almost shamed into change. 
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The centerpiece of Wheeling's plans to 
change its image is the creation of a 
town center that would combine 
commercial and residential space 
around the existing train station, along 
with a public use campus that would 
combine new municipal buildings, park 
district facilities and green space. 
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increased 
its tax base 
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a town center and the creation of 
space for upscale, single-family 
housing. 

Real estate planners say the village 
has the chance to stand out as a 
model among suburban towns that 
had no room to grow but remade 
itself. "What Wheeling will have to 
deal with—and it's not just Wheeling 
because it's the same with most 
towns in the northern suburbs — is 
land costs are too high," said Sara 
Horan of Century 21 Real Estate 
Finders in Wheeling. "Ideally, it 
would be wonderful if we could do 
more of the low-cost single-family 
homes, but you can't buy the land 
and put that size house on it and 
make it economically feasible." 

Developers have to build multi-
family developments or high-end 
homes selling at $500,000 or more to 
make it worthwhile. 

So, towns such as Wheeling also 
lose out when it comes to companies 
looking at housing demographics to 
locate new grocery stores and other 
enterprises that have been missing 
from Wheeling, real estate agents 
said. 

Redemption by reusing 

Wheeling officials say an aggres-
sive push for redevelopment will help 
the village shed the "affordable, 
working-class suburb" image that 
has made Wheeling a stopping place 
for many on the way to something 
better. "This is not just about having 
people to pay the property taxes —
even though, of course you need 
them to keep your projects going and 
keep roads and all that nice," Plan 
Commission Chairman Kenneth 
Brady said. "If you have people who 
stay, you have people who are more 
involved in the community." 

There is a "trickle-down effect" of 
people who care enough to stay also 
caring enough to have quality 
schools, quality parks and a village 
identity, Brady said. 

"Let's face it, without all that, what 
kind of community are you going to 
have?" he said. "So it's going to have 
to be a very aggressive plan to recycle 
a lot of the land uses we have in the 
village to really make Wheeling a vil-
lage of choice." 

With the help of the Chicago plan-
ning firm Camiros and input from a 
series of community meetings, 
Wheeling plan commissioners are 
exploring several goals: 

• Combine municipal buildings 
with community-oriented retail to 
promote Dundee Road asWheeling's 
"Main Street." 

• Encourage hotel, entertainment 
and other land uses with regional 
draw along Milwaukee Avenue. 

• Establish a riverwalk system to 
connect restaurants, retail, parks and 
other amenities to the forest preserve 
east of the city. 

• Pursue annexations along Mil-
waukee Avenue to control 
redevelopment of unincorporated 
residential areas to spur upgrades of 
existing housing. 

By February, Wheeling hopes to 
complete the first full-scale re-map-
ping the village has done in more 
than 20 years. The comprehensive 
plan will set Wheeling's development 
priorities for 20 years to come. 

All for one 

Success will depend on getting the 
community behind the process. 
• "I think a big part of it is, getting 
residents to realize this is important," 
Commissioner Steven Boime said. "I 
think we can encourage people to do 
renovations of their homes. Maybe 
the village can work with lending 
institutions to come up with low-cost 
loans, but the big thing is getting the  

community buy-in." 
Leaders of Arlington Heights and 

other towns that have accomplished 
their own transformations agreed it 
will be critical to gain backing from 
the community at every level. "I think 
it's very important to get support 
from the business community" said 
Charles Witherington-Perkins, 
Arlington Heights' director of plan-
ning and community development. 

Wheeling's plans for creating a 
town center could displace Wickes 
Furniture, Meyer Material Co. and 
other industrial facilities, similar to 
the way Arlington Heights' down-
town revitalization displaced some 
small businesses. 

"It was not an easy ride for some of 
them with all of the construction we 
had that occurred in such a short 
time," Perkins said. "But the sales 
have more than doubled from before 
development since after completion 
of the last wave of major develop-
ment." 

Members of Wheeling's business 
community have joined village 
trustees and Wheeling Park District 
officials in helping shape the village's 
plan in recent months. 

David Kolssak, a member of the 
Wheeling Economic Development 
Commission, said the biggest con-
cern local businesses have is 
Wheeling might complete plans to 
remake itself, only to fall into familiar 
patterns. 'And then in 10 years we 
have a glut of too many condos," said 
Kolssak of Turnkey Network Systems. 
After the condo market takes a dive, 
she said, "we have all this land to 
develop again and we're saying, 
'Where did we go wrong?' " 

Wheeling plan commissioners 
said the commission is confident 
things will change this time because 
Wheeling's leadership has changed. 

A project called Wheeling 2000 
started the ball rolling about five 
years ago with an effort to urge the 
community to create a vision of a 
new Wheeling, Commissioner David 
Cantwell said. 

"We finally have enough can-do 
attitude on the village board and on a 
number of levels to move these 
things forward," Cantwell said. 

attitude will help the village 
shed its "merely affordable" 
image and catch up with its 
upscale neighbors. 

1. Reduce the amount 
of transitional housing 

The mobile homes in Wheeling's 
Whippletree area represent the type 
of housing the village is trying to get 
away from as it explores upscale 
housing, an innovative heritage 
farm and new park space to 
rehabilitate the McHenry Road area. 

PHOTOS BY MARK WELSH/ 
DAILY HERALD 

Almost 70 percent of 
Wheeling's housing is mobile 
homes, condos, townhouses 
and apartments. 

3. More upscale 
housing 

Wheeling hopes 
annexations will bring 
in high-end housing 
similar to that of north 
Buffalo Grove. 

Commissioner Stuart Shapiro 
agreed, saying Wheeling has been 
almost shamed into change. 

The village stood still for decades 
as its suburban neighbors raced to 
add to their borders and to their 
images as bustling, modem towns. 

Mount Prospect plucked up the 
land that would become the lucrative 
Randhurst Shopping Center and Buf-
falo Grove annexed high-end 
housing stock that increased its 
property-tax base in Lake County 

Commercial/ 
residential h,  

Public 
building 

Wheeling 

1111  
square 

The centerpiece of Wheeling's plans to 
change its image is the creation of a 
town center that would combine 
commercial and residential space 
around the existing train station, along 
with a public use campus that would 
combine new municipal buildings, park 
district facilities and green space. 

Buffalo 
Grove 
increased 
its tax base 
by annexing 
homes. 

PAUL 
BEATY/DAILY 

HERALD 

more than 2,800 percent. 
Des Plaines and Arlington Heights 

updated their old-fashioned images 
by revitalizing aging downtowns, and 
Rolling Meadows spent 10 years 
using the last of its open space to 
build a corporate identity that has 
attracted the likes of 3Com, Boeing 
and Motorola. 

"Unfortunately, we had past 
administrations that were interested 
in keeping Wheeling a small, sleepy 
town." Shapiro said. "We now have to 

CormftereiaY u Commercial/ 

residential 

Commercial/ 
retail 

Commercial/ 
residential 

/ Detention 
pond 

The plan commission will hold its 
next comprehensive planning ses-
sion 7 p.m. Dec. 4. "If people think 
Wheeling has a hometown feel, this is 
when they should get involved," 
Commissioner Cantwell said. 

"If residents in Wheeling have 
enjoyed visiting a place, they proba-
bly enjoyed it because of the 
quaintness of its architecture, the 
flow, the feel. That's what we believe 
Wheeling has the greatest potential 
of enhancing." 

Commercial! , 
residential 

Train 
station 

11 Major 
plaza 

Commercial/ 
residential 

_ 

New village hall 
(parking below 

building) 
1 
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Hawthorne 
expansion 
could win 
a oval 

Canis Cutrer 
Our schools 

• •1.1....¢00.181000MNIONI ous work to make 
it a usable school 

for kindergarten through fifth-grade 
students, district officials said. 

Despite these warnings, the school 
Ward decided to Commission an 
architectural firm to draw up plans, 
submit them to local agencies and see 
if it was possible to expand the build- 
ing. • 

The district could use Iiii-mhome's 
extra space because some schools in 
the east part of the district are 
crowded. 

Hawthorne, 200 Glendale Ave. in 
Wheeling, has been used in recent 
years to house smaller groups of stu-
dents. This year, kindergartners from 
nearby Whitman Elementary School 
are attending school there to give 
other students at Whitman more 
space. 

At a recent board meeting, architect 
Eric Olson of Arcon Associates Inc. in 
Lombard, reported that local officials 
in Wheeling believe plans to add on at 
Hawthorne are not necessarily out of 
the district's reach. 

"The village thought this was a very 
feasible idea," Olson told the board. 

This unofficial nod may have some-
thing to do with Olson's plan to 
restructure the building in a way that 
would put a larger site in less danger of 
439Sillf • • 

the distritt still has a long way 
tb go in getting final approval for an 
expansion project, things are certainly 
looking up, said board member Bill 
Harrison. Money remains an issue, as 
it would cost several million dollars in 
complete the renovation. 

"Wheeling's potential go-ahead is 
certainly a good step," Harrison said. 
"But there's still the question of how 
much it would cost to rework the 

Costumes and cakes: The Parent 
Teacher Organization at Field Ele-
mentary School in Wheeling is 
holding a Halloween Family Fun 
Night from 7 to 9 p.m. Friday at the 
school's campus. PTO President 
Theresa Cherry said the event will 
include games for kids and a cake 
walk. The. community is invited to 
attend and to wear a costume. For 
details, call (847) 520-2780. 

Lice 'em up: Put on your skates, kids, 
arid get ready to roll: The Parent 
Vacher Organization at 'Main Ele-
mentary School in Wheeling is 
hosting an evening of roller-skating. 
'Kids are invited to the Great Skate 

Event from 6:30 to 9 p.m. lliesday at 
the Orbit Skate Center, 615 Con-
sumers Ave., Palatine. 

Admission is $2 per person or $5 
riei family. Skate rental is $2 for regular 
skates, and $4 for Maine skates. Chil-
dren must be accompanied by an 
adult. 

• 

Some things are not always as 
impossible as they may seem. 

The school board in Wheeling 
Township Elementary District 21 is 

exploring the pos-
sibility of 
renovating and 
expanding 
liawtho me 
school in Wheel-
ing, an idea that 
just a few months 
ago was presented 
as costly and risky. 

The building is 
in a floodway and 
would need seri- 
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A mental  
workout 

at is happening: Describe 1 
nt or the purpose of the nein 

ease. 

o: The subject of the event. 
o, include a name and phonE 
mber or e-mail address that 

be published so readers ca.  
I for more information. 

en: Give date and time. 

y, or for what purpose: 
lain the nature of the event. 

sere is it happening: Give th 
dress. 

mail community 
ws releases to 
ws@dailyherald.com  or any o 
specific addresses listed her 

il news releases to P.O. Box 
,_=01, Arlington Heights, IL 60006 

news releases to 
-1301. 

A team of middle school students in the 
robotics club at Holmes Middle School 
watch to see how effectively their newly-
created robot performs. 

nd us your photos 
publish photos submitted 
eaders, by clubs, schools 
all community groups. 
e sure people in the picture 
identified and supply some 
text for what the photo is 
ut and when and where it wi 
n. Mail them to your Neighb 

or, listed below, at P.O. Box 
, Arlington Heights, IL 60006. 

siness section 
d business tips to 
ness@dailyherald.com  

ness editor: 427-4565; 
e@dailyherald.com  

hwest Business column: 
-4567; kmikus@dailyherald.coi 

i

mmihnents 
dding, engagement and 
liversary announcements 

blished the third Sunday 
Mach month 

\\, forms by mail, call 
-4495 or e-mail 
rohey@dailyherald.com  

ms available online 
vww.dailyherald.com. 
k "contact us." 

, • 
-ighbor section 

Action for and about people 
his community 

tor. 

Holmes Middle School students Paul Rubin and Jon Peters work on their robot cre4 
o Marie Kukec, 427-4477; 
kec@dailyherald.com  

Holmes' robotics club 
teaches midcllmchoolers 
computer programming 
challenges imagination 

BY CORRIE CUTRER 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

This is not your ordinary after-school club. 
Visit Holmes Middle School in Wheeling 

during the afternoon hours and you will find 
more than 40 students learning about com-
puters and technology. 

Get this — they are having a great time 
doing it. 

That's because the robotics club at Holmes 
allows kids to have fun building robots while 
learning about computer programming, said 
club sponsor and Holmes industrial tech-
nology teacher Elaine Margaritis. 

"They're really just stretching their imagi-
nations," Margaritis said of the students at 
the Wheeling Township Elementary District 
21 school who are members of the club. "It's 
a sport of the mind." 

Margaritis refers to the club as a mental 
workout because kids have to learn how to 
build a robot out of Legos and then program 
it with a computerized chip to perform cer-
tain tasks. 

vs111,-.1, a end encrtIrt Vito at (t9nri 

apiece that provide the materials to build and 
to operate robots. 

This year, students are working in teams of 
seven to design robots that can save resi-
dents of a miniature city from a natural 
disaster. 

A small-scaled course of the city was built 
so students can see how effective the robots 
are at doing things, like repairing bridges or 
rlpanina lin a tnvir mill 

nmunity news coordinator 
The robots can operate after a cote z rawsk!, 427-4484; 

program is downloaded to d1
ri'awskri@dailyherald.comu  machine through an infrared light. 

Aside from building and pro r Guide to Craft Shows: 
robot, some students also are respo -4495; 
marketing what the robot can do. s&crafts@dailyherald.com  

"It gets a lot of kids excited and t.  ,,,a1 religion notes: 427-44 them that science and technology 
Margaritis said. Th@darlyherald.com  

sflidentc from q) schools across thh news anti lictinnc! 
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Other writing samples also 
show iroom for improvement .2„,, 4/ 

By CASEY MOFFITT 

0
STAFF

7, 57:s s 
Wheeling Elementary 

School District 21 will be put-
ting more emphasis on im-
proving writing skills after 
seeing results from last 
spring's Illinois Standards 
Achievement Tests. 

DISTRICT 21 

Gary Mical, District 21 su-
perintendent, said the district 
wants to boost students' writ- 

Cieply, assistant superinten-
dent for instruction, students 
performed poorly in many ex-
tended-response areas of the 
tests. 

In reading, only 26 percent 
of third-graders met or ex-
ceeded standards in the writ-
ten response section of the 
test Only 22 percent of fifth-
graders and 26 percent of 
eighth-graders met or ex-
ceeded standards on the ex-
tended-response sections of 
the reading test. Overall, 73 
percent of third-graders, 64 
percent of fifth-graders and 74 
percent of eighth-graders met 
or exceeded standards on the 
reading test. 

The extended-response sec-
tion of the math tests also 
were problematic for students. 
In the third grade, 35 percent 
met or exceeded standards on 
that part, and 41 percent of 
fifth-graders met or exceeded 
standards on the extended-re-
sponse section of the math 
test 

Eighth-graders fared much 
better, with 74 percent meet-
ing or exceeding standards on 
the extended-response section 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

ing skills with an emphasis on 
correct grammar, sentence 
structure and creativity. 

"I'm confident the work our 
principals are doing now will 
pay off in dividends," he said. 
"We would like to see all our 
scores go up, but we need our 
students to write correctly." - 

Students are tested in writ-
ing in the third, fifth and 
eighth grades. About 67 per-
cent of all District 21 third-
and eighth-graders met or ex-
ceeded state standards on the 
,ISAT writing test, while about 
70 percent of fifth-graders met 

of the math test. 
District 21 Board President 

Phil Pritzker said district mid-
dle schools have been working 
to get students to express 
learning concepts both ver-
bally and in written form. He, 
too, said writing will be the 
next area of emphasis. 

"We want to put more em-
phasis on not only compre-
hension, but expressing it," he 
said. 

Since writing is such a big 
part of the ISATs, Mical said 
he believes all scores will im-
prove with increased writing 
skills. However, he also said it 
is important for students to 
write well, not just because it 
will increase test scores. 

"Of course we're happy 
when scores go up, but we 
want our children to be good 
writers," he said. "It's an im-
portant lifelong skill." 

The district has worked to 
improve math and reading 
skills over the past few years. 
And officials have always 
maintained the goal of getting 
all of their students to meet or 
exceed standards in all areas 
of the ISATs. However, there  

or exceeded standards. 

Although the writing scores 
were not the lowest in all 
areas tested in all cases, writ-
ing skills are a very important 
element of each ISAT subject, 
even science and math. Stu-
dents are required to complete 
extended responses in all sub-
ject areas of the ISATs. The 
extended response requires 
students to explain concepts 
in a written form. 

According to districtwide 
results showed to the School 
Board in September by Char 

(Continued on page 9) 

will be more pressure to do so, 
since it will be a requirement 
under the new No Child Left 
Behind Act. 

The Illinois State Board of 
Education is expected to set 
achievement guidelines for 
districts to reach, with the 
eventuality of getting all stu-
dents to meet or exceed stan-
dards. If districts don't meet 
those guidelines, conse-
quences could include allow-
ing school choice and, eventu-
ally, changes in staff and 
administration. 

Mical said the district is 
working to assess student 
achievement, track student 
progress and identify school 
needs more easily with new 
Ongoing School Renewal 
Plans. These plans replace the 
old School Improvement 
Plans. 

The new plans were devel-
oped by Cieply and district 
principals. The Ongoing 
School Renewal Plans will 
help each school to make 
changes in instruction 
through a more comprehen-
sive evaluation of assess- 
ments.  
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Hawthorne Academy reported some of the 
lowest scores in Wheeling Elementary School 
District 21 on last year's Illinois Standard 
Achievement Test, but officials say the scores 
do not reflect the education the students re-
ceived. 

Hawthorne Academy was established to try 
to alleviate the space problem in the district's 
east-side schools. The school had students in 
the third, fourth and fifth grades. A total of 44 
students attended the new school, and it was 
dosed at the end of the year because it did not 
generate enough interest to help solve the 
space issue. 

Educators assigned at the school decided to 
use the opportunity of having small classroom 
sizes to take a different approach to educating 
students. Most of the lessons were based on 
real-life issues and integrating concepts of 
reading, writing, math, science and social stud-
ies into those issues. The curriculum was 
based on Illinois State Learning Standards. 

Some of the issues students worked on in-
cluded designing an addition and landscape 
plan for the school, examining the state Route 
53 extension and debating space exploration. 

Despite the ISAT scores, Jason Klein, the 
former principal at Hawthorne Academy, said 
the students made gains in learning last year. 

"We were able to show growth in other ways 
that were still large and significant," he said. 

Klein said all students were assessed four 
times last year in four areas: reading, writing, 
mathematical computation and mathematical 
application. The students were assessed in 
those areas in August, when the school opened, 

and again in November, February and June. 

"We found, between August and June, sig-
nificant growth in all areas," he said. "Our kids 
were doing better in all areas." 

Still, Hawthorne students posted some of the 
lowest ISAT scores in the district, and Klein 
said there are a number of reasons why that 
might have occurred. 

One is the low number of students taking 
each test. The averages show the results of, at 
most, 20 students taking any given test. If only 
a few students scored poorly on the tests, those 
results could drive down averages signifi-
cantly. 

"We're looking at groups of less than 30, and 
that's not very useful data," Klein said. "Some 
of our students did very well on the ISATs. 
Some didn't do well at all." 

The results also back educational research 
that shows poverty rates are a great predictor 
in standardized testing scores, Klein said. 
Hawthorne's poverty rate was at 77.3 percent, 
the highest in the district. 

District officials announced Hawthorne 
Academy's closing in April 2002, the same 
month the ISATs were given. District officials 
said it was not worth putting money into the 
school since it did not help the space issue, al-
though it was considered an academic success. 

The Hawthorne School building is currently 
being used to house kindergarten classes from 
Whitman Elementary School to create more 
space in the Whitman building. Most students 
who attended the Hawthorne Academy are cur-
rently enrolled in either Whitman or Frost Ele-
mentary Schools, and most fifth-graders from, 
Hawthorne are now at Holmes Middle School. 
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Better drainage to prevent frequent flooding from the Des Plaines 
River fueled a $3 million renovation of Wheeling's Chevy Chase Golf 
Course. 

tag 

• 

Paved cart paths, above left, replace dusty gravel at the newly renovated Chevy Chase Golf Course in Wheeling. Above right, the ninth hole at Chevy Chase Golf 
Course provides a prime view of the country club. Play will resume at the course in early June. 

Polishing a diamond in the rough 

Tom McDonald, left, and Steve Shiller of Chevy Chase Golf Course inspect the 
mass after nine mnnths of dormancy on the areens. 

Chevy Chase 
renovation 
offers change 
of pace, scene 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Green hills carpeted with carefully 
selected grass rise and fall where large 
tracts of fallow earth used to lie at the 
Chevy Chase Golf Course in Wheel-
ing. 

Paved cart paths have replaced the 
dusty gravel, and new fountains spray 
skyward against the backdrop of the 
historic Chevy Chase clubhouse. 

In the nine months the course has 
been closed, it has been transformed 
from an outdated, mostly flat attrac-
tion, to more challenging and 
picturesque greens. 

The course is on track for an early 
June reopening, 
Wheeling Park 
District officials 
said during a pro-
ject update this 
week. 

They said 
patrons will be 
amazed. 

Chevy Chase "Chevy Chase 
Golf Course always had a great 

layout, but it was 
quite boring and it 

was mostly flat," park board President 
Tom Weber said. "People are going to 
be surprised to see the elevations, 
and the bunkering is quite an attrac-
tion that is going to catch the eye and 
have people hoping they never get 
trapped in." 

Also, the course will "play a lot 
longer" and require more strategy, 
even though its length has not  

iflaTt a good sign thatit works." - 
The park district expects golfers to 

praise the improvements this spring, 
but officials admit they might lose 
some former patrons. 

"There may be a little bit of sticker 
shock when people see the new 
rates," parks spokesman Steve 
Carasso said. "We have a feeling we 
are going to lose some of our clien-
tele, but we are pr6paredfor that. The 
course is going to be a much better 
product than before, and you pay for 
what you 

A park district resident will pay $28 
for 18 holes of golf on weekdays, com-
pared with the $20 paid before the 
course closed in 2001. Nonresidents 
will pay a $40 greens fee for 18 holes, 
up from $27 last year. 

The weekend rates — Friday 
through Sunday — are $53 until 
4 p.m. for residents playing 18 holes 
and $65 for nonresidents. The fees 
include the price of a cart rental. 

Despite the increases, the park dis-
trict expects to do as much or more 
business at Chevy Chase than before 
the course closed for renovations. 

"When the golf course opens in 
2003, which will be just from June on, 
we're expecting to have close to 
30,000 rounds of golf," Carasso said. 

In the first full year of operations, 
the course expects to host 38,000 to 
40,000 rounds of golf, compared to 
35,000 in previous rainy seasons and 
44,000 in "really good seasons." 

"By virtue of the course being new 
and kind of a novelty, we expect 
people will come want to see," Golf 
Operations Superintendent Steve 
Schiller said. "The key is, we want to 
make sure we really wow people with 
our customer service. Once they get 
here, we want to keep them here." 

changed, archift-ets said. 
"I think the key to the success of 

this course, though, will be the 
drainage," said Todd Quitno, project 
architect with Lohmann Golf 
Designs. 

Lohmann was contracted to 
redesign the course in August 2001 
after the Wheeling parks board 
approved the $3 million golf course 
renovation to correct chronic flood-
ing problems. 

A new series of retention ponds 
and drainage basins will handle 
flooding from the Des Plaines River 
that used to close Chevy Chase for 
days at a time, Quitno said. 

"We got our first test about a month 
ago when we got 4 or 5 inches of rain 
on the golf course," Quitno said. 
"Before, it would have taken two or 
three days to get all that water out of 
here. It took less than 24 hours, so 
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The new 18th hole at the Chevy Chase Golf Course in Wheeling, complete with water jets, is a prime example of recent improvements. 



rom.4  

P.M4 

Wellness on Wheels coming to Wheeling 
The Cook County Department of Public Health is taking 

appointments for those who want to visit the Wellness on 
Wheels van, which will be at Wheeling Village Hall Dec. 13. 

The WOW van provides health services and. testing for 
Cook County residents who qualify financially. A financial 
screening will be conducted when people call the Cook 

..C;uutiLy imp:Ai-La-lent of Public Health to make an appoint- 
ment. • 

County health professionals trill conduct complete physi-
cals, as well as tests for anemia, diabetes, high blood pres-
sure cholesterol levels, tuberculosis, pelvic pap smears for 
women and prostate and testicular cancer exams for men. 
The van also will have information on self-exams for cancers. 

The van will be at Wheeling Village Hall at 255 W. Dundee 
Road from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Appointments must be made in 
advance. To make an appointment, call the Cook. County De-
partment of Public Health at (847) 818-2860. /4.1 • :5";,• e, 2— 
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to 
Santa 

and Mrs. Claus arrive on a fire truck Sunday welcome children to 

Wheeling's 
annual Festival of Lights Celebration at village hall. The 

festival was the first event officially coordinated by the newly formed 
Wheeling Special Events Commission. 
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The plan will show where 
the district can afford cuts 
while maintaining the quality 
of instruction given to stu-
dents if the there is no in-
crease in revenue. Once it is 
complete, the plan will show 
how the district can balance 
its budget in a two- or three-
year period. 

"The plan is assuming the virnt-nxps. 
what would need to be cut-  
without more revenue, but 
• also help determine how 
much money the district will 
need through the referendum 
to get back in the black. 

The deficit-reduction plan 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
/
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The Wheeling Elementary 
School District 21 administra-
tion will present a worst-case 
deficit-reduction plan to a 
School Board committee next 
week that will give board 
members an idea of how much 
money will have to be cut 
from the budget in order to 
balance it. 

Administration Planners getting leery 

preparing list of development push 

of budget cuts 
BY CASS CLIATT 

DISTRICT 21 

district will receive no new 
revenue, either without a ref- 
erendum or if we lose one," 
Superintendent Gary Mical 
said. "If we do get some new 
revenue, we will look at the 
spending plan again." 

The first draft of the plan 
will be reviewed Dec. 12 by 
the Board Finance Commit-
tee, which is made up of Dis-
trict 21 Board members Phil 
Pritzker, Arlen Gould, Ellen 
Clark and Larry Krulewich. 
The committee will be asked 
to look at the recommenda-
tions and give its input for 
changes. The plan will go 
back to the administration for 
adjustments and be presented 
to the full board at its Jan. 16 
meeting. 

Pritzker said he hopes to ex-
amine between five and 10 dif-
ferent cost-cutting options 
that can be phased in to put 
the district back on sound fi-

(Continued on page 10) 
meeting—al u Y. at a vat MO— 

trict administration building, 
999 W. Dundee Road, Dec. 12. 
The meeting is • open to the 
public and will proceed the 
regular board meeting, sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m. 

Daily Herald Staff Writer /I jef 
, e  

Wheeling has to decide whether its 
leaders or outside developers will 
dictate the path of the village's future, 
Wheeling planners say. 

Three developers are trying to push 
through plans to build housing com-
plexes and commercial centers in 
Wheeling even as plan commission-
ers try to complete a massive effort to 
remake Wheeling into a "community 
of choice." 

Wheeling commissioners have 
decided to draw a line in the sand. 
Many refuse to relax opposition to a 
proposed office complex until the vil-
lage finalizes a plan that will decide its 
development priorities for 20 years. 

"I'm not in favor of the tail wagging 
the dog, and I think that's what's hap-
pening here," Plan Commissioner 
David Cantwell said. 

Yet the lure of immediate tax grati-
fication— favored by village trustees 
in one case — seems to be on the 
developers' side. Developers for the 
office complex say they can make a 
flood-prone site profitable. 

Also, consultants for a proposed 
strip center on Milwaukee Avenue are 
pushing an aggressive schedule for 
building to deposit revenue into vil-
lage coffers. A separate condo 
developer is anxious about finalizing 
aWolf Road project on a site that has 
sat dormant for a year. 

"We can't let developers dictate the 
path of the village's changes," Plan 
Commission Chairman Kenneth 
Brady said. "Developments have to fit 
the new comprehensive plan, not 
vice versa." 

Commissioners today are sched-
uled to approve a draft of a 
villagewide land-use plan they've 
been developing since February to 
improve Wheeling's image. They 
decided to put off until mid-Decem-
ber and January further reviews of the 
three development proposals. 

Alex Loyfman of Highland Park 
wants to build an office and retail 
center on 7.2 acres on the northwest 
corner of Dundee Road and North-
gate Parkway. The plan commission 
opposed the project in October on 
the grounds that it doesn't fit plans 
taking shape in the village's land-use 
map. The plans suggest green space 
at Northgate Parkway as part of a pro-
posed community campus near a 
new town center. 

Trustees last month, though, 
favored a development that would 
generate taxes. They sent it back to 
planners with directions to revamp 
the glass design.  

"I think we need leadership on the 
village board that when they say no, 
they say no," Commissioner Stuart 
Shapiro said of the importance of 
consistency. 

He and other commissioners 
pointed out that the village didn't 
finalize developments for the north-
east area of the village until 
fast-tracking a land plan there. 

"When the time comes that we 
have the comprehensive plan and we 
know what our game plan is going to 
be for the next 10 or 20 years, then 
they can tell developers that we can 
look at their projects," Shapiro said. 

Developer Loyfman told plan com-
missioners he began working on his 
project more than a year ago, 
unaware that Wheeling had a com-
prehensive plan in the works. 

Loyfman's architect, Robert Kirk, 
acknowledged he learned of the vil-
lage's planning process months ago 
but said he thought Wheeling hadn't 
hired a planning firm he could con-
sult with on designs. "I've said I would 
be willing to work with the firm doing 
the comprehensive plan," Kirk told 
plan commissioners. "I'm very clear 
on the direction you want on this." 

Another developer's plans to solicit 
such stores as Caribou Coffee for an 
upscale strip center on North Mil-
waukee Avenue fit the vision of 
Wheeling's brighter future. But plan 
commissioners aren't rushing those 
plans either. The commission told 
consultant William Hein of Wheeling 
to return Dec. 12 to make sure the 
center won't create traffic problems. 

Commissioners are still trying to 
make heads or tails out of plans for a 
towering condominium complex 
proposed for Wolf Road and Milwau-
kee Avenue. 

"You don't want people to drive by 
and say, 'That's like the building in 
Arlington Heights,"' architect John 
Green told plan commissioners ashe 
proposed the complex. "We want 
them to drive by and say, 'Oh, that's 
like the building in Wheeling." 

Green, who was hired by Tantillo 
Homes, told the commission that 
three 11-story buildings would give 
Wheeling a hallmark development. 
Floors of various square-footage 
would present a distinct geometric 
shape. Commissioners said they 
would like less asphalt, less glass and 
a rustic look more in keeping with 
Wheeling's character. 

The ink wasn't dry on the village's 
last development plan before devel-
opers were allowed to build against 
recommendations, Commission 
Chairman Brady said. "That has got 
to stop," he said. 

14brarito hold extra book sale - 1- 
The Friends of the Indian Trails Public Library have too 

many books and are hoping people will stop by the library 
Saturday'totake some off their hands. 

Jim McCarthy, outreach services specialist for the library, 
said the Friends has collected more donated books than ex-
pected and is' ttinning out of storage space to keep them all. 
He. said the group decided to hold a one-day sale of fiction 
books to make more room for donations. 

McCarthy said Saturday's sale is not one of the regularly 
scheduled,used books sales the Friends of Indian Trails holds 
each year. 

Paperback books will be sold for 25 cents each, and hard-
cover and trade paperbacks will be sold for 50 cents.  

The,'sale will be held Saturday from 10 a.m. until 3 p,m. at 
Indian Thais Public Library, 355 S. Schoenbeck Road. 

More allegations against ex-priest 
BY SHAMUS TOOMEY 
Daily Herald Skiff Writer /V/. 

40 a.  
Prosecutors unleashed a host of 

new allegations Tuesday against a 
former Roman Catholic priest from 
Wheeling, claiming he has an "extra-
ordinarily extensive" history of 
molesting and raping young boys 
who looked up to him. 

At least 16 boys were molested over 
the years by former St. Joseph the 
Worker associate pastor Vmcent 
McCaffrey, including two boys under 
his care when he was in the seminary, 
federal prosecutors alleged in court 
documents filed Tuesday. 

The other victims were young 
parishioners at several Chicago-area 
churches where McCaffrey was 
assigned to serve, prosecutors said. 
He is accused of using alcohol and 
invoking God's name to repeatedly 
molest children hundreds of times, 
including in church rectories, at his 
Michigan cabin and while they slept,  

prosecutors alleged. 
The new allegations against 

McCaffrey, 50, were made public just 
six days before he is to be sentenced 
on a child pornography conviction. 
Prosecutors are hoping to use testi-
mony from the victims to increase 
McCaffrey's maximum sentence from 
10 years in prison to 171/2  years. 

McCaffrey, who has been in cus-
tody since June, has not been charged 
with molestation. Prosecutors have 
said the statute of limitations on the 
more than decade-old cases has 
expired, but they have introduced the 
victim testimony as evidence McCaf-
frey has a criminal past that should 
increase his sentence for child 
pornography. 

Seven of the alleged victims have 
written statements that will be read 
during the sentencing hearing. At 
least six of the victims will be flying in 
from all parts of the country to testify, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney T. Markus 
Funk said. 

Attorneys on both sides have 
agreed to let the victims use just their 
first names when testifying. 

"Defendant targeted young boys 
who were vulnerable and were look-
ing for a father figure or someone to 
be their big brother," prosecutors said 
in the court documents. "Defendant 
made boys feel emotionally close to 
them. Defendant would befriend 
boys' parents to gain access and 
trust." 

He pleaded guilty in September to 
having more than 4,500 lewd images 
of children at his Chicago home. 
Police say they were tipped off when 
McCaffrey's name was found on a list 
of subscribers to an overseas child 
porn Web site. 

McCaffrey told the FBI he kept the 
porn to avoid having contact with 
children, prosecutors said 

McCaffrey was ordained in 1978 
and served at St. Joseph the Worker 
Church in Wheeling from 1982  

through 1987. Tuesday's court filings 
do not list which parishes the alleged 
victims attended. But one man said 
he was molested more than 200 times 
by McCaffrey between 1985 and 1989, 
according to court documents. 

That man said he was 12 years old 
when the molestation began. He told 
prosecutors McCaffrey would say: 
"God would not have brought us 
together in this way unless (McCaf-
frey) was allowed to do this," the 
documents said. 

McCaffrey's actions continued 
despite being reprimanded by church 
officials, prosecutors say. Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin removed McCaffrey 
from a Chicago parish amid abuse 
allegations in 1991 and forced him to 
resign in 1992. McCaffrey was given 
an $85,000 severance package from 
the Archdiocese of Chicago when he 
was forced out. 

His attorney could not be reached 
for comment Tuesday. 
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Planners getting leery 
of development push 

. 4 
nancial footing. The district is 
looking at an education fund 
'deficit of $4.6 million at the 
end.' of this school year, but 
the deficit-reduction plan will 
look at all spending areas. 

"There's lots of programs 
and positions we'll be able to 
aww at and priciritize for the 
reduction plan," Pritzker said. 
"The board is really anxious to 
get its hands on the informa-
tion." 

Mical said the district is 
hoping to spread spending 
cuts across all areas and have 
"the least impact on instruc-
tion," although it will be a 
challenge. 

"Of course there would be 
some impact (on instruction)," 
Mical said. "But the philoso-
phy of the board has always 
been instruction is the num-
ber-one priority." 

Pritzker said the plan will 
be taken into account when it 
is time for the board to decide 
whether to ask voters for more 
tax money in an April referen-
dum, The plan, Pritzker said, 
will not only show the board 
what would need to be cut 
without more revenue, but 
also help determine how 
much money the district will 
need through the referendum 
to get back in the black. 

The deficit-reduction plan  

will be implemented if the dis-
trict does not ask,  for a refer-
endum, or if a referendum 
• fails. However, the plan can 
always be adjusted. 

"The plan is loaded with as-
sumptions," Mical said. "Plus, 
if (a referendum) fails, we may 
go again and be successful, 
and adjust the plan." 

Pritzker, too, said a lot of 
things could happen that 
might require the district to 
adjust any deficit-reduction 
plan, if enacted. 

"The plan doesn't lock us 
into something," he said. "If 
we do get an unexpected reve-
nue increase, or if the econ-
omy slumps even more, we 
can modify the plan as situa-
tions change in the next year 
or two." 

Pritzker also said coming 
up with a plan is necessary if 
the district must lay off teach-
ers. Any potential personnel 
changes must be announced 
in March to meet a union 
agreement. 

The District 21 Board 
Budget Committee will be 
meeting at 6 p.m. in the dis-
trict administration building, 
999 W. Dundee Road, Dec. 12. 
The meeting is • open to the 
public and will proceed the 
regular board meeting, sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m. 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer /
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Wheeling has to decide whether its 
leaders or outside developers will 
dictate the path of the village's future, 
Wheeling planners say. 

Three developers are trying to push 
through plans to build housing com-
plexes and commercial centers in 
Wheeling, even as plan commission-
ers try to complete a massive effort to 
remake Wheeling into a "community 
of choice." 

Wheeling commissioners have 
decided to draw a line in the sand. 
Many refuse to relax opposition to a 
proposed office complex until the vil-
lage finalizes a plan that will decide its 
development priorities for 20 years. 

"I'm not in favor of the tail wagging 
the dog, and I think that's what's hap-
pening here," Plan Commissioner 
David Cantwell said. 

Yet the lure of immediate tax grati-
fication— favored by village trustees 
in one case — seems to be on the 
developers' side. Developers for the 
office complex say they can make a 
flood-prone site profitable. 

Also, consultants for a proposed 
strip center on Milwaukee Avenue are 
pushing an aggressive schedule for 
building to deposit revenue into vil-
lage coffers. A separate condo 
developer is anxious about finalizing 
aWolf Road project on a site that has 
sat dormant for a year. 

"We can't let developers dictate the 
path of the village's changes," Plan 
Commission Chairman Kenneth 
Brady said. "Developments have to fit 
the new comprehensive plan, not 
vice versa." 

Commissioners today are sched-
uled to approve a draft of a 
villagewide land-use plan they've 
been developing since February to 
improve Wheeling's image. They 
decided to put off until mid-Decem-
ber and January further reviews of the 
three development proposals. 

Alex Loyfman of Highland Park 
wants to build an office and retail 
center on 7.2 acres on the northwest 
corner of Dundee Road and North-
gate Parkway. The plan commission 
opposed the project in October on 
the grounds that it doesn't fit plans 
taking shape in the village's land-use 
map. The plans suggest green space 
at Northgate Parkway as part of a pro-
posed community campus near a 
new town center. 

Trustees last month, though, 
favored a development that would 
generate taxes. They sent it back to 
planners with directions to revamp 
the glass design. 

"I think we need leadership on the 
village board that when they say no, 
they say no," Commissioner Stuart 
Shapiro said of the importance of 
consistency. 

He and other commissioners 
pointed out that the village didn't 
finalize developments for the north-
east area of the village until 
fast-tracking a land plan there. 

"When the time comes that we 
have the comprehensive plan and we 
know what our game plan is going to 
be for the next 10 or 20 years, then 
they can tell developers that we can 
look at their projects," Shapiro said. 

Developer Loyfman told plan com-
missioners he began working on his 
project more than a year ago, 
unaware that Wheeling had a com-
prehensive plan in the works. 

Loyfman's architect, Robert Kirk, 
acknowledged he learned of the vil-
lage's planning process months ago 
but said he thought Wheeling hadn't 
hired a planning firm he could con-
sult with on designs. "I've said I would 
be willing to work with the firm doing 
the comprehensive plan," Kirk told 
plan commissioners. "I'm very clear 
on the direction you want on this." 

Another developer's plans to solicit 
such stores as Caribou Coffee for an 
upscale strip center on North Mil-
waukee Avenue fit the vision of 
Wheeling's brighter future. But plan 
commissioners aren't rushing those 
plans either. The commission told 
consultant William Hein of Wheeling 
to return Dec. 12 to make sure the 
center won't create traffic problems. 

Commissioners are still trying to 
make heads or tails out of plans for a 
towering condominium complex 
proposed for Wolf Road and Milwau-
kee Avenue. 

"You don't want people to drive by 
and say, 'That's like the building in 
Arlington Heights," architect John 
Green told plan commissioners as he 
proposed the complex. "We want 
them to drive by and say, 'Oh, that's 
like the building inWheeling.'" 

Green, who was hired by Tantillo 
Homes, told the commission that 
three 11-story buildings would give 
Wheeling a .hallmark development. 
Floors of various square-footage 
would present a distinct geometric 
shape. Commissioners said they 
would like less asphalt, less glass and 
a rustic look more in keeping with 
Wheeling's character. 

The ink wasn't dry on the village's 
last development plan before devel- 
opers were allowed to build against 
recommendations, Commission 
Chairman Brady said. "That has got 
to stop," he said. 

If • 
Library :to hold extra book sale 1.  -5-'% 

The Friends of the Indian Trails Public Library have too 
many books and are hoping people will stop by the library 
Saturday:tatake some off their hands. 

Jim McCarthy, outreach services specialist for the library, 
said the Friends has collected more donated books than ex-
pected and is-rtinning out of storage space to keep them all. 
He. said thegroup decided to hold a one-day sale of fiction 
books to make more room for donations. , 

McCarthy said Saturday's sale is not one of the regularly 
scheduleckuised books sales the Friends of Indian ''rails holds 
each year. 

Paperback books will be sold for 25 cents each, and hard-
cover and trade paperbacks will be sold for 50 cents. 

The:sale:will be held Saturday from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. at 
Indian. Trials Public Library, 355 S. Schoenbeck Road. 

More allegations against ex-priest 
BY SHAMUS TOOMEY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 12 Li 

/2 /74 02.  
Prosecutors unleashed a host of 

new allegations Tuesday against a 
former Roman Catholic priest from 
Wheeling, claiming he has an "extra-
ordinarily extensive" history of 
molesting and raping young boys 
who looked up to him. 

At least 16 boys were molested over 
the years by former St. Joseph the 
Worker associate pastor Vmcent 
McCaffrey, including two boys under 
his care when he was in the seminary, 
federal prosecutors alleged in court 
documents ffiedTuesday. 

The other victims were young 
parishioners at several Chicago-area 
churches where McCaffrey was 
assigned to serve, prosecutors said. 
He is accused of using alcohol and 
invoking God's name to repeatedly 
molest children hundreds of times, 
including in church rectories, at his 
Michigan cabin and while they slept,  

prosecutors alleged. 
The new allegations against 

McCaffrey, 50, were made public just 
six days before he is to be sentenced 
on a child pornography conviction. 
Prosecutors are hoping to use testi-
mony from the victims to increase 
McCaffrey's maximum sentence from 
10 years in prison to 171/2  years. 

McCaffrey, who has been in cus-
tody since June, has not been charged 
with molestation. Prosecutors have 
said the statute of limitations on the 
more than decade-old cases has 
expired, but they have introduced the 
victim testimony as evidence McCaf-
frey has a criminal past that should 
increase his sentence for child 
pornography. 

Seven of the alleged victims have 
written statements that will be read 
during the sentencing hearing. At 
least six of the victims will be flying in 
from all parts of the country to testify 
Assistant U.S. Attorney T Markus 
Funk said. 

Attorneys on both sides have 
agreed to let the victims use just their 
first names when testifying. 

"Defendant targeted young boys 
who were vulnerable and were look-
ing for a father figure or someone to 
be their big brother," prosecutors said 
in the court documents. "Defendant 
made boys feel emotionally close to 
them. Defendant would befriend 
boys' parents to gain access and 
trust." 

He pleaded guilty in September to 
having more than 4,500 lewd images 
of children at his Chicago home. 
Police say they were tipped off when 
McCaffrey's name was found on a list 
of subscribers to an overseas child 
porn Web site. 

McCaffrey told the FBI he kept the 
porn to avoid having contact with 
children, prosecutors said 

McCaffrey was ordained in 1978 
and served at St. Joseph the Worker 
Church in Wheeling from 1982  

through 1987. Tuesday's court filings 
do not list which parishes the alleged 
victims attended. But one man said 
he was molested more than 200 times 
by McCaffrey between 1985 and 1989, 
according to court documents. 

That man said he was 12 years old 
when the molestation began. He told 
prosecutors McCaffrey would say: 
"God would not have brought us 
together in this way unless (McCaf-
frey) was allowed to do this," the 
documents said. 

McCaffrey's actions continued 
despite being reprimanded by church 
officials, prosecutors say. Cardinal 
Joseph Bemardin removed McCaffrey 
from a Chicago parish amid abuse 
allegations in 1991 and forced him to 
resign in 1992. McCaffrey was given 
an $85,000 severance package from 
the Archdiocese of Chicago when he 
was forced out. 

His attorney could not be reached 
for comment Tuesday. 
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Some Wheeling residents like 
their town just the way it is. 

Plans to upgrade the village's 
image are making these residents 
nervous, and they took their con-
cerns to village leaders this week. 

They told plan commissioners 
they don't need upscale shops or 
expensive housing to enjoy living in 
Wheeling. Residents met with lead-
ers in one of the final planning 
sessions to decide the course of 
Wheeling's development future. 

"I don't go to places based on 
what they look 'like," said Louise 
Reinier of Buck Board Drive. 
"When I go, I look for quality and 
service. I don't go to the pretty malls 
because I have to pay more for the 
upscaleness." 

As part of a yearlong planning 
effort, Wheeling plan commission-
ers have sought input from civic 
groups and residents, saying they 
want Wheeling to become more 
upscale as a "community of choice." 

A comprehensive plan that will 
set development priorities for the 
next 20 years seeks to transform 
Wheeling into a village known for 
more than its affordability 

"What is wrong with Wheeling 
being merely affordable or an 
affordable, working-class suburb?" 
Reinier asked. "Does no one see the 
oversaturation of the Lake Forest, 
Kenilworth effect?" 

1110  Rene Pientka, a resident of the 
Whippletree Village mobile home 
park, said she thinks Wheeling is 
losing its culture and history. 

"What about the worker?" Pien-
tka said. 

Plan commissioners and trustees 
repeatedly asked why residents 
chose to live in Wheeling, appearing 
flustered when "because it's afford-
able" was the repeated response. 

"But don't you want it to be more 
than just affordable?" Trustee 
Revor Lehmann asked. "Didn't you 
choose it because of its park facili-
ties, because it has services that 
make your life convenient? We want 
the community to be more of a 

"What is wrong with Wheeling 

being merely affordable or 

an affordable, working-class 

suburb? Does no one see the 

oversaturation of the Lake 

Forest, Kenilworth effect?" 

Louise Reinier, 
Buck Board Drive resident 

place where people can walk to 
parks and shopping and amenities." 

The latest recommendations for 
the comprehensive plan include 
creating new mixes of commercial 
and residential space along Wolf 
Road and redeveloping strip malls 
throughout town to create prome-
nades along shopping centers. 

The plan draft also promotes 
condominium conversions in the 
multifamily areas along Wolf Road, 
installing a canoe launch on Mil-
waukee Avenue south of Restaurant 
Row to carry people to the forest 
preserve and redeveloping the 
Foxboro mobile home park. 

Reinier and most of the residents 
at Wednesday's meeting live in the 
Whippletree Village mobile home 
park and were concerned about 
continuing comments about 
upgrading Wheeling's housing 
stock. 

"What happens to all of the 
homes that were there, because 
they are not transitional homes," 
Reinier said. She challenged plan-
ners, asking "have you ever even 
been in one of those (mobile home) 
communities?" 

Commissioners assured resi-
dents that Wheeling doesn't intend 
to drive out its residents. 

"The goal is to keep things nice 
and keep our commercial areas suc-
cessful so the people can continue 
to afford to live here," Plan Com-
mission Chairman Kenneth Brady 
said. 

The commission plans to receive 
and approve a final draft of the 
comprehensive plan in late January 
or February. The plan will then go to 
the village board for approval. 

power lines, build sidewalks 
and improve water and sewer 
lines in the Crossroads area. 

Klatecki said the village will 
move more quickly on the 
Northern TIF district. 

"If we do the TIF, we have 
to get on it right away," he 
said. 

On the drawing board 
There are already develop-

ers interested in building in 
the new TIF district. The Vil-
lage Board has seen some 
plans for the area, including 
Smith Family Construction's 
Prairie Park and a condomin-
ium proposal from Tantillo 
Homes. 

"I'm excited about the 
North TIF," Klatecki said. "It 

has the potential to be a show-
piece for the village that could 
be great." 

However, if that showpiece 
is to be built, the area needs 
water and sewer main im-
provements, where a lot of 
TIF money will most likely go. 

"We need to jump-start the 
area," Argiris said. "We need 
to be prepared for develop-
ment. We need the infrastruc-
ture there, because these de-
velopers are not going to pay 
for it themselves." 

Argiris said interest rates 
are low, making it a good time 
for the village to borrow for in-
frastructure improvements 
now and pay off the debt with 
TIF dollars once they start 
rolling in. 

"We have to use these 
tools," he said. 

Redevelopment program kicking into gear 

• 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 
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Village officials are wrapping up 

work to create a new tax increment fi-
nancing district in the northeastern 
part of town that should accelerate de-
velopment there. 

A draft redevelopment plan of the 
new TIF district will be reviewed by 
representatives from all taxing bodies 
in the village Dec. 20, and the Village 
Board will hold a public hearing on the 
proposal Jan. 27. An ordinance estab-
lishing the TIF district will be drawn 
up after the hearing, and the Village 
Board will then vote to approve it. 

The new TIF district will run along 
North Milwaukee Avenue from Lake-
Cook Road down to Mayer Avenue. It  

will encompass areas along the east 
side of North Wolf Road and extend 
eastward to the Cook County Forest 
Preserve. It will also include mostly 
vacant land on the west side of Wolf 
Road from Lake-Cook Road to Picardy 
Lane. 

Village President Greg Klatecki said 
the area has the greatest potential for 
redevelopment, with little effort 
needed to attract developers. 

"There is a lot of open area and big-
ger parcels, which are easier to work 
with," he said. "There's also a lot of in-
terest (from developers) up there." 

Trustee Dean Argiris said the TIF 
also will make it easier for the village 
to make needed infrastructure im-
provements in order to spur redevel-
opment projects. 

"There is nothing up there for water 
and sanitary lines," he said. "If some-
one wants to build an 11-, 12-, 13-story 
office building there, we don't have 
lines for water for them. This is long 
overdue." 

Using TIF dollars would be the easi-
est way to make those improvements, 
because the costs would not have to 
come out of the village's annual 
budget. 

TIFs defined 
Michael Mondschain, Wheeling's fi-

nance director, explained that a TIF 
district essentially freezes the as-
sessed values of property inside the 
TIF boundaries. When the property in-
creases in value after development,  

the land owner pays taxes in full. How-
ever, since the value is frozen to other 
taxing bodies, the remaining tax dol-
lars — or the increment — is placed 
into a separate fund. That money can 
then be used to pay for infrastructure 
improvements, land acquisition or en-
vironmental cleanup projects, Monds-
chain said. 

Only specific areas can be desig-
nated as a TIF district. Those areas 
typically are blighted or undeveloped 
and produce limited property taxes for 
the village and other taxing bodies. 

"The theory is the TIF allows the 
community to put money into an area 
to help increase property values where 
it might not otherwise (increase)," 
Mondschain said. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Wheeling already has two 
TIF districts: the Crossroads 
TIF surrounding the Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue 
intersection, and the Southern 
TIF just south of the Cross-
roads TIF. 

Some elected officials have 
been critical of the Crossroads 
TIF, which was established in 
1985 but hadn't seen much ac-
tivity until only recently. It ex-
pires in 2008, and the Village 
Board has tried to acquire 
more land in the Crossroads 
TIF in the last year or so. The 
first Crossroads TIF project 
was One Milwaukee Place, 
construction of which began 
in 1999. TIF money also was 
used to build Friendship Park, 
which opened in October. TIF 
money also was used to bury 
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The demolition of the eastern portion of 

Plaza Verde should bring relief to the busi-
nesses that remain and to Aetna Development, 
the owner of the shopping center. 

The building that runs parallel to Arlington 
Heights Road in the shopping plaza on the 
southwest corner of Arlington 
Heights and Dundee roads 
was scheduled to be demol-
ished this week, said George 
Hanus, president of Aetna, 
which owns the eastern half of 
Plaza Verde. 

That was good news for the 
operators of the Melting Pot 
restaurant. The restaurant ad-
joins the eastern building but 
is not connected to it. 

"We are short of parking 
spaces," said Gary Shchu-
pakevich, a manager at the 
Melting Pot. 

The restaurant lost roughly 
60 spaces when a Walgreens 
pharmacy was built last year in the parking lot 
to the west of the Melting Pot. Fifty-two park-
ing spaces will replace the eastern building 
once it's demolished. 

The restaurant will become a free-standing 
building after the demolition. 

"That's a very positive thing," said Shchu-
pakevich. "We'll have more visibility and ... 
we'll put up a sign on the back of the building" 
to catch the eye of motorists traveling north on 
Arlington Heights Road. Shchupakevich was 
told the building would be torn down by Dec. 
15. 

If the building is not demolished by Dec. 31, 
Aetna would have to forfeit $50,000 of a guar-
antee bond the company had to post with the 
village to get approval to build the Walgreens 
in Plaza Verde. The Village Board required 
Aetna to post an initial guarantee bond of 
250,000 to ensure improvements at Plaza  

Verde would not stop with the Walgreens. 

Demolition had to wait until the tenants in 
the building relocated to new quarters. The 
last to move was the Pizza Paddle restaurant, 
which closed at 10 p.m. Nov. 19 and reopened 
for lunch Nov. 21 in a different spot within 
Plaza Verde. Relocating next to the Play it 
Again Sports store in the building at the south-
ern border of the shopping plaza will give mo- 

torists driving south on Ar-
lington Heights Road a view 
of the Italian restaurant that 
wasn't available before. The 
new Pizza Paddle, which has 
tables for dining as well as 
take-out service, is 30 square 
feet smaller than the previous 
one, a decrease manager 
Gregg Hansen does not con-
sider significant. Foot First 
Podiatry was the only other 
tenant from the building 
awaiting demolition that relo-
cated within Plaza Verde. 

Maria Fournier moved her 
dental surgery practice from 
Plaza Verde to an office in the 

Signature Square North building on the east 
side of Arlington Heights Road just south of 
Dundee. And Adam Keno said the manage-
ment of Town Center did "a phenomenal job" 
helping him relocate his Keno Optical store 
and practice to the shopping center at Lake-
Cook Road and state Route 83. Keno wanted to 
stay in Buffalo Grove and found space to lease 
in Town Center that is 400 square feet larger 
than his former store in Plaza Verde. 

The western half of Plaza Verde is owned by 
a different company. Arbor Acquisitions and 
Development Inc. of Skokie purchased the 
western half in 2000 and has been planning 
since then to open a banquet facility there. Vil-
lage officials issued a certificate of occupancy 
last week to the new facility, named L'Hermi-
tage, but company representatives did not re-
turn calls about when the banquet rooms 
would be open for business. 

Wheeling residents 
wonder what's bad 
about affordable town 
Meeting focuses on plan to upgrade village.'s image 

By KIMBERLY FORNEK 
STAFF WRITER 

Dundee Road plaza 
will have a new view 

That's a very 
positive thing. 
We'll have,more 
visibility and ... 
we'll put up a sign 
on the back of the 
building. 

Gary Shchupakevich, 
a manager of Melting 

Pot restaurant 
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The Dundee Road pedestrian 
bridge in Wheeling had an appoint-
ment with the wrecking ball, but that 
fateful encounter has been post-
poned and could eventually be 
canceled. 

The decision to demolish the 
bridge was based on outdated infor-
mation, village officials say. 

Trustees voted this week to hire an 

engineering firm to study the feasi-
bility of keeping the bridge, citing the 
importance of keeping children safe 
as they walk to school. 

"We were told by IDOT at one 
point the bridge would have to meet 
certain vertical clearance require-
ments and on the other hand it 
would have to meet certain require-
ments for the American with 
Disabilities Act," Public Works Direc-
tor Guy Kolberg said. 

The transportation department 

recently changed its position on the 
requirements, Kolbeig said. 

"They had all along preferred that 
the structure remain in place," he 
said. 

Trustees voted to approve a $6,000 
contract with Baxter Woodman of 
Crystal Lake to find out if the bridge is 
structurally sound. 

Baxter will provide recommenda-
tions for repairs, cost estimates for 
aesthetic improvements and esti-
mate the life expectancy of the bridge 

if it's repaired. 
"The problem before was the con-

clusion to remove the structure was 
based on flawed assumptions," Kol-
berg said. 

The IDOT requirements were part 
of a 1998 study that prompted the vil-
lage to decide it would cost too much 
to install handicap accessible ramps 
and create a 17-foot-6-inch clearance 
on a bridge with a current clearance 
of little more than 13 feet. Wheeling 
in April settled on a plan to demolish 

the bridge, reali 
install a traffic si 
Middle School. Ti 
about $300,000 fc 

Still, parents spi 
last spring to prot 
saying the bridge 
from traffic. Somi 
leery of doing aw, 

Now, the villag 
look at the issue, 
new feasibility 
about 90 days, Ko 

Wheeling park looks beautiful with holiday decorations 

BY CASS CLIATT 
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Upgrading'Wheeling's image could 
add up to $10,000 to the value of 
every Wheeling home, a planning 
consultant told village officials this 
month. 

But that's only if community lead-
ers are willing to commit to drastic 
changes. 

The plan commission has been 
working closely with consultants 
from the planning firm Camiros 
since February to develop a vil-
lagewide land use plan that will 
become a blueprint for redevelop-
ment for up to the next 20 years. 

Yet frustrations ran high recently as 
consultants and village leaders tried 
to reconcile Wheeling's flooding 
problems withlans tofu grade the 

village's image. 
Plan commissioners have become 

torn between an office complex pro-
posed for a flood-prone area along 
Dundee Road and an alternative rec-
ommendation from consultants to 
incorporate all of the land as open 
space in a future community 
campus. 

Camiros consultant William James 
seemed frustrated the village might 
consider a piecemeal approach to 
developing the community campus 
to benefit monetarily from a site pre-
viously considered not developable. 

"This is one of those things that, if 
done correctly, could add $5,000 to 
$10,000 to the value of every home in 
Wheeling," James said of the plan to 
combine municipal and open space 
in a community campus near a town 
center. "This is the type of thUthat 

To the editor: Mega kudos to 
Wheeling Trustee Dean Argiris, 
Tony Stavros and the rest of the 
Public Works Department crew for 
the absolutely magnificent job 
they did on decorating the new 
Friendship Park for the holiday 
season. 

The lights are breathtaking and the 
blow-up polar bears and penguins 
are perfect for this wintry weather 
we've been having. 

The giant Mr. Snowman makes me 
smile every time I see him. 

Not an evening has gone by that I 
haven't seen groups of people enjoy-
ing the park and posing for pictures 
with the various figures. Wheeling is 
finally on a roll. 

Christine S. Dolgopol 
Wheeling 

Wheeling 
ready for 
better roads 
and sewers 
BY CASS CLIATT /
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Motorists bemoan the teeth-jan-
gling, pothole obstacle courses that 
inevitably develop on Wheeling side 
streets after the winter thaw. 

Wheeling leaders would like to see 
more streetlight improvements and 
brick paving to enhance the village's 
image, and residents and officials 
alike realize 
the impor-
tance of 
storm sewer 
upgrades to 
control 
flooding. 

The vil-
lage now 
will be able 
to increase 
the pace of 
improve-
ments in all 
of these 
areas, 
thanks to 
new addi-
tions to the 
Wheeling 
Public 
Works 
Depart-
ment. 

As part of 
a restructur-
ing and 
moderniza-
tion, the 
department has hired three engi-
neers to plan, design and oversee 
many of Wheeling's improvements. 

"The addition of these highly qual-
ified engineers is a distinct step 
forward in meeting the needs of 
Wheeling residents," public works 
Director Guy Kolberg said. "Before, 
we had to contract out for these ser-
vices. Now, we can upgrade our 
capabilities, respond more quickly 
and save significantly in the process." 

Kolberg in May announced the 
search for the engineers to help com-
puterize mapping of village streets, 
sewers and water mains. 

Today, residents who request dri-
veway permits have to wait while 
clerks wade through piles of paper to 
find the locations of utilities on 
neighborhood maps, and the village 
had to draw designs for recent street 
light and paving improvements in 
pen and ink. 

All of that should change with the 
iddition of staff to help bringVVheel-
ng's public works into the digital age, 
Kolberg said. 

Engineer Timothy M. Merrihew of 
Nheeling has become Wheeling's 
iew capital projects manager, filling 

position vacated when Kolberg 
)ecame public works director in 
April. 

Merrihew, who has worked exten-
iively in public and private industry 
n Wheeling, Rosemont and Glen- 
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The new year will bring the gift of 
350 jobs to Wheeling as four com-
panies move to town. 

Despite a sagging economy that 
has many businesses cutting staff 
and costs, FedEx Ground, Durable 
Packaging, Bio Industries and 
Argus Plastics will transfer indus-
trial operations to the village. 

"Particularly knowing what the 
economy has been, it's great to 
have the employment numbers," 
said Wheeling's Economic Devel-
opment Director William D. 
Whitmer. "Certainly the village will 
enjoy having the taxes generated, 
because it's the taxes that help the 
village function, but to have the 
addition of that kind of source of 
employment is a great thing." 

After receiving village approval in 
August, FedEx Ground has begun 
building a 112,000-square-foot 
package center on South Wolf Road 
to relocate its Northbrook ground 
delivery facility. 

The company plans to transfer 94 
part- and full-time jobs and 55 
independent contractors to Wheel-
ing and it also has a 10-year 
build-out plan that will create 
potential for new jobs. 

"The Wheeling location will pro-
vide FedEx Ground with improved 
access to its service area, major 
highways and a large labor pool," 
John Cameron, managing director 
for FedEx Ground said in a pre-
pared statement. 

Durable Packaging of Schaum-
burg will shift warehouse 
operations from Elk Grove Village 
by buying an existing building at  

750 Northgate Parkway in Wheel-
ing. 

The company makes aluminum 
foil rolls and pans and has repeat-
edly moved its warehouse as the 
business grew. 

"Now we finally have a perma-
nent home," said Durable's Chief 
Executive Officer Darren Anders. 
"Plus, we love the area." 

Moen Faucets vacated Durable's 
new home in October at the end of 
that company's lease, Whitmer 
said. 

"To have a stakeholder now own 
the real estate is something posi-
tive," Whitmer said, adding the 
move proves businesses are 
attracted to Wheeling for its access 
to interstates, expanding rail lines 
and municipal and metro airports. 

Also buying the building they'll 
share on Allendale Drive in Wheel- 

gets people excited." 
When a village talks about upgrad-

ing its image, it has to make big 
changes, James said. 

"You have people with the idea 
that Wheeling is nothing but 1950s 
tract-style housing," he said. "I think 
the public-use campus with the town 
center could radically change Wheel-
ing's image." 

James told commissioners the 
flood-prone nature of the swath of 
land north and south of Dundee 
Road complicates plans for majm 
hallmark projects that could give 
Wheeling an identity, other than the 
community campus. 

The consultants and the plan com-
missioners agreed to postpone any 
final decisions for the flood plain 
until the flood study is complete, 

:which should* injune.  

ing is the company that owns Argus 
Plastics of Des Plaines and Bio 
Industries of Addison. 

One of the biggest benefits 
Wheeling will see, though, will be 
making use of a building that has 
sat vacant since its former owner 
declared bankruptcy two years ago. 

A Cook County tax incentive for 
"abandoned" buildings allowed 
Wheeling to decrease taxes on the 
building to attract business, Whit-
mer said. 

"But knowing they're bringing in 
150 employees, the benefits are 
important in overcoming the less-
ening of tax revenue," Whitmer 
said. 

"I hope this means there's going 
to be more across-the-board (eco-
nomic) upturn and hopefully we're 
going to see that this is a begin-
ning." 

"The addition of 
these highly 

qualified engineers 
is a distinct step 

forward in meeting 
the needs of 
Wheeling 

residents. ... Now, 
we can upgrade 
our capabilities, 
respond more 

quickly and save 
significantly in the 

process." 
Guy Kolberg, 

public works director 
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)le for local elections 
Dr April 1 elections are now available 
dies in the community. 
n the Wheeling Village Board. Nomi-
btained by calling Chris Brady at Vil-
08. Papers must be returned to Village 
toad. 
on the Wheeling Elementary School 

Dick up papers at the administration 
dee Road. Papers are available in the 
sere • they must be returned. Three 

How Wheeling markets its image 
could mean jump in home values 

Wolves 'Read to Succeed' fef /o - ®' a 
The eighth annual Read to Succeed winter reading pro-

gram is under way at the Indian Trails Public Library. 
The program is for children ages 6 through 14. Kids are 

asked to keep track of how much they read between now and 
Feb. 14 for a chance to win prizeA, including hockey pucks, 
hockey sticks, pennants and vouchers for Chicago Wolves 
hockey games. 

Read to SUcceed is co-sponsored by Indian Trails Public Li-
brary, the North Suburban Library System and the Chicago 
Wolves. To register or find out more about the program, call 
(847) 459-4100 or stop by the "Ask Here" desk on the first 
floor of the library at 355 S. Schoenbeck Road. 

Wheeling officials see new year starting on right foot 

Wheeling to take new look at fate of pedestrian bi 
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The Dundee Road pedestrian 
bridge in Wheeling had an appoint-
ment with the wrecking ball, but that 
fateful encounter has been post-
poned and could eventually be 
canceled. 

The decision to demolish the 
bridge was based on outdated infor-
mation, village officials say. 

Trustees voted this week to hire an 

engineering firm to study the feasi-
bility of keeping the bridge, citing the 
importance of keeping children safe 
as they walk to school. 

"We were told by IDOT at one 
point the bridge would have to meet 
certain vertical clearance require-
ments and on the other hand it 
would have to meet certain require-
ments for the American with 
Disabilities Act," Public Works Direc-
tor Guy Kolberg said. 

The transportation department 

recently changed its position on the 
requirements, Kolberg said. 

"They had all along preferred that 
the structure remain in place," he 
said. 

Trustees voted to approve a $6,000 
contract with Baxter Woodman of 
Crystal Lake to find out lithe bridge is 
structurally sound. 

Baxter will provide recommenda-
tions for repairs, cost estimates for 
aesthetic improvements and esti-
mate the life expectancy of the bridge 

if it's repaired. 
"The problem before was the con-

clusion to remove the structure was 
based on flawed assumptioris," Kol-
berg said. 

The IDOT requirements were part 
of a 1998 study that prompted the vil-
lage to decide it would cost too much 
to install handic accessible ramps 
and create a 17-f -6-inch clearance 
on a bridge with current clearance 
of little more th 13 feet. Wheeling 
in Apnl settled o a plan to demolish 

the bridge, realign the roads and 
install a traffic signal near London 
Middle School. The village budgeted 
about $300,000 for the project. 

Still, parents spoke out at meetings 
last spring to protest the demolition, 
saying the bridge keeps children safe 
from traffic. Some trustees were also 
leery of doing away with it. 

Now, the village can take a fresh 
look at the issue, with results of the 
new feasibility study expected in 
about 90 days, Kolberg said. 

Wheeling park looks beautiful with holiday decorations 
9 ez.. 
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UpgradingWheeling's image could 
add up to $10,000 to the value of 
every Wheeling home, a planning 
consultant told village officials this 
month. 

But that's only if community lead-
ers are willing to commit to drastic 
changes. 

The plan commission has been 
working closely with consultants 
from the planning firm Camiros 
since February to develop a vil-
lagewide land use plan that will 
become a blueprint for redevelop-
ment for up to the next 20 years. 

Yet frustrations ran high recently as 
rnnci iltnr‘to 

To the editor: Mega kudos to 
Wheeling Trustee Dean Argiris, 
Tony Stavros and the rest of the 
Public Works Department crew for 
the absolutely magnificent job 
they did on decorating the new 
Friendship Park for the holiday 
season. 

The lights are breathtaking and the 
blow-up polar bears and penguins 
are perfect for this wintry weather 
we've been having. 

The giant Mr. Snowman makes me 
smile every time I see him. 

Not an evening has gone by that I 
haven't seen groups of people enjoy-
ing the park and posing for pictures 
with the various figures. Wheeling is 
finally on a roll. 

Christine S. Dolgopol 
Wheeling 

Wheeling 
ready for 
better roads 
and sewers 
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Motorists bemoan the teeth-jan-
gling, pothole obstacle courses that 
inevitably develop on Wheeling side 
streets after the winter thaw. 

Wheeling leaders would like to see 
more streetlight improvements and 
)rick paving to enhance the village's 
mage, and residents and officials 
dike realize 
the impor-
ance of 

storm sewer 
upgrades to 
control 
flooding. 

The vil-
lage now 
will be able 
to increase 
the pace of 
improve-
ments in all 
of these 
areas, 
thanks to 
new addi-
tions to the 
Wheeling 
Public 
Works 
Depart-
ment. 

As part of 
a restructur-
ing and 
moderniza-
tion, the 
department has hired three engi- 

After receiving village approval in 
August, FedEx Ground has begun 
building a 112,000-square-foot 
package center on South Wolf Road 
to relocate its Northbrook ground 
delivery facility. 

The company plans to transfer 94 
part- and full-time jobs and 55 
independent contractors to Wheel-
ing and it also has a 10-year 
build-out plan that will create 
potential for new jobs. 

"The Wheeling location will pro-
vide FedEx Ground with improved 
access to its service area, major 
highways and a large labor pool," 
John Cameron, managing director 
for FedEx Ground said in a pre-
pared statement. 

Durable Packaging of Schaum-
burg will shift warehouse 
operations from Elk Grove Village 
by buying an existing building at 

village's image. 
Plan commissioners have become 

torn between an office complex pro-
posed for a flood-prone area along 
Dundee Road and an alternative rec-
ommendation from consultants to 
incorporate all of the land as open 
space in a future community 
campus. 

Camiros consultantWflliam James 
seemed frustrated the village might 
consider a piecemeal approach to 
developing the community campus 
to benefit monetarily from a site pre-
viously considered not developable. 

"This is one of those things that, if 
done correctly, could add $5,000 to 
$10,000 to the value of every home in 
Wheeling," James said of the plan to  

750 Northgate Parkway in Wheel-
ing. 

The company makes aluminum 
foil rolls and pans and has repeat-
edly moved its warehouse as the 
business grew. 

"Now we finally have a perma-
nent home," said Durable's Chief 
Executive Officer Darren Anders. 
"Plus, we love the area." 

Moen Faucets vacated Durable's 
new home in October at the end of 
that company's lease, Whitmer 
said. 

"To have a stakeholder now own 
the real estate is something posi-
tive," Whitmer said, adding the 
move proves businesses are 
attracted to Wheeling for its access 
to interstates, expanding rail lines 
and municipal and metro airports. 

Also buying the building they'll 
share on Allendale Drive in Wheel- 

gets people excited." 
When a village talks about upgrad-

ing its image, it has to make big 
changes, James said. 

"You have people with the idea 
that Wheeling is nothing but 1950s 
tract-style housing," he said. "I think 
the public-use campus with the town 
center could radically change Wheel-
ing's image." 

James told commissioners the 
flood-prone nature of the swath of 
land north and south of Dundee 
Road complicates plans for major 
hallmark projects that could give 
Wheeling an identity, other than the 
community campus. 

The consultants and the plan com-
missioners agreed to Dostnonp any 
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The new year will bring the gift of 
350 jobs to Wheeling as four com-
panies move to town. 

Despite a sagging economy that 
ihas many businesses cutting staff 
land costs, FedEx Ground, Durable 
Packaging, Bio Industries and 
Argus Plastics will transfer indus-
trial operations to the village. 

"Particularly knowing what the 
economy has been, it's great to 
have the employment numbers," 
said Wheeling's Economic Devel-
opment Director William D. 
Whitmer. "Certainly the village will 
enjoy having the taxes generated, 
because it's the taxes that help the 
village function, but to have the 
addition of that kind of source of 
employment is a great thing." 

'The addition of 
these highly 

qualified engineers 
is a distinct step 

forward in meeting 
the needs of 
Wheeling 

residents. ... Now, 
we can upgrade 
our capabilities, 
respond more 

quickly and save 
significantly in the 

process." 
Guy Kolberg, 

public works director 

How Wheeling markets its image 
could mean jump in home values 

Wheeling to take new look at fate of pedestrian bridge 

Wheeling officials see new year starting bn right foot 
ing is the company that owns Argus 
Plastics of Des Plaines and Bio 
Industries of Addison. 

One of the biggest benefits 
Wheeling will see, though, will be 
making use of a building that has 
sat vacant since its former owner 
declared bankruptcy two years ago. 

A Cook County tax incentive for 
"abandoned" buildings allowed 
Wheeling to decrease taxes on the 
building to attract business, Whit-
mer said. 

"But knowing they're bringing in 
150 employees, the benefits are 
important in overcoming the less-
ening of tax revenue," Whitener 
said. 

"I hope this means there's going 
to be more across-the-board (eco-
nomic) upturn and hopefully we're 
going to see that this is a begin-
ning.' 
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The Dundee Road pedestrian 
bridge in Wheeling had an appoint-
ment with the wrecking ball, but that 
fateful encounter has been post-
poned and could eventually be 
canceled. 

The decision to demolish the 
bridge was based on outdated infor-
mation, village officials say. 

Trustees voted this week to hire an 

engineering firm to study the feasi 
bility of keeping the bridge, citing tilt 
importance of keeping children saft 
as they walk to school. 

"We were told by DOT at one 
point the bridge would have to meet 
certain vertical clearance require-
ments and on the other hand it 
would have to meet certain require-
ments for the American with 
Disabilities Act," Public Works Direc-
tor Guy Kolberg said. 

The transportation department 
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750 Northgate Parkway in Wheel-
ing. 

The company makes aluminum 
foil rolls and pans and has repeat-
edly moved its warehouse as the 
business grew. 

"Now we finally have a perma-
nent home," said Durable's Chief 
Executive Officer Darren Anders. 
"Plus, we love the area." 

Moen Faucets vacated Durable's 
new home in October at the end of 
that company's lease, Whitmer 
said. 

"To have a stakeholder now own 
the real estate is something posi-
tive," Whitmer said, adding the 
move proves businesses are 
attracted to Wheeling for its access 
to interstates, expanding rail lines 
and municipal and metro airports. 

Also buying the building they'll 
share on Allendale Drive in Wheel- 

ing is the company that owns Argus 
Plastics of Des Plaines and Bic 
Industries of Addison. 

One of the biggest benefits 
Wheeling will see, though, will be 
making use of a building that has 
sat vacant since its former owner 
declared bankruptcy two years ago.  

A Cook County tax incentive foi 
"abandoned" buildings allowed 
Wheeling to decrease taxes on the 
building to attract business, Whit-
mer said. 

"But knowing they're bringing it 
150 employees, the benefits art 
important in overcoming the less-
ening of tax revenue," Whitmei 
said. 

"I hope this means there's going 
to be more across-the-board (eco-
nomic) upturn and hopefully we're 
going to see that this is a begin-
ning." 

BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer /I / -- D 

UpgradingWheeling's image could 
add up to $10,000 to the value of 
every Wheeling home, a planning 
consultant told village officials this 
month. 

But that's only if community lead-
ers are willing to commit to drastic 
changes. 

The plan commission has been 
working closely with consultants 
from the planning firm Camiros 
since February to develop a vil-
lagewide land use plan that will 
become a blueprint for redevelop-
ment for up to the next 20 years. 

Yet frustrations ran high recently as 
consultants and village leaders tried 
to reconcile Wheeling's flooding 
problems with plans to upgrade the 

village's image. 
Plan commissioners have become 

torn between an office complex pro-
posed for a flood-prone area along 
Dundee Road and an alternative rec-
ommendation from consultants to 
incorporate all of the land as open 
space in a future community 
campus. 

Camiros consultant William James 
seemed frustrated the village might 
consider a piecemeal approach to 
developing the community campus 
to benefit monetarily from a site pre-
viously considered not developable. 

"This is one of those things that, if 
done correctly, could add $5,000 to 
$10,000 to the value of every home in 
Wheeling," James said of the plan to 
combine municipal and open space 
in a community campus near a town 
center. "This is the type of thing that 
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Wolves 'Read to Succeed' 7.1, - 
The eighth annual Read to Succeed winter reading pro-

gram is under way at the Indian Trails Public Library. 
The program is for children ages 6 through 14. Kids are 

asked to keep track of how much they read between now and 
Feb. 14 for a chance to win prizeS, including hockey pucks, 
hockey sticks, pennants and vouchers for Chicago Wolves 
hockey games. 

Read to Succeed is co-sponsored by Indian Trails Public Li-
brary, the North Suburban Library System and the Chicago 
Wolves. To register or find out more about the program, call 
(847) 459-4100 or stop by the "Ask Here" desk on the first 

i

floor of the library at 355 S. Schoenbeck Road.  

  

  

  

Wheeling Trustee Dean Argiris, 
Tony Stavros and the rest of the 
Public Works Department crew for 
the absolutely magnificent job 
they did on decorating the new 
Friendship Park for the holiday 
season. 

The lights are breathtaking and the 
blow-up polar bears and penguins 
are perfect for this wintry weather 
we've been having. 

The giant Mr. Snowman makes me 
smile every time I see him. 

Not an evening has gone by that I 
haven't seen groups of people enjoy-
ing the park and posing for pictures 
with the various figures. Wheeling is 
finally on a roll. 

Christine S. Dolgopol 
Wheeling 

Wheeling 
ready for 
better roads 
and sewers 
BY CASS CLIATT • 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 0 

Motorists bemoan the teeth-jan-
gling, pothole obstacle courses that 
inevitably develop on Wheeling side 
streets after the winter thaw. 

Wheeling leaders would like to see 
more streetlight improvements and 
brick paving to enhance the village's 
image, and residents and officials 
alike realize 
the impor-
tance of 
storm sewer 
upgrades to 
control 
flooding. 

The vil-
lage now 
will be able 
to increase 
the pace of 
improve-
ments in all 
of these 
areas, 
thanks to 
new addi-
tions to the 
Wheeling 
Public 
Works 
Depart-
ment. 

As part of 
a restructur-
ing and 
moderniza-
tion, the 
department has hired three engi-
neers to plan, design and oversee 
many of Wheeling's improvements. 

"The addition of these highly qual-
ified engineers is a distinct step 
forward in meeting the needs of 
Wheeling residents," public works 
Director Guy Kolberg said. "Before, 
we had to contract out for these ser-
vices. Now, we can upgrade our 
capabilities, respond more quickly 
and save significantly in the process." 

Kolberg in May announced the 
search for the engineers to help com-
puterize mapping of village streets, 
sewers and water mains. 

Today, residents who request dri-
veway permits have to wait while 
clerks wade through piles of paper to 
find the locations of utilities on 
neighborhood maps, and the village 
had to draw designs for recent street 
light and paving improvements in 
pen and ink. 

All of that should change with the 
addition of staff to help bring Wheel-
ing's public works into the digital age, 
Kolberg said. 

Engineer Timothy M. Merrihew of 
Wheeling has become Wheeling's 
new capital projects manager, filling 
a position vacated when Kolberg 
became public works director in 
April. 

Merrihew, who has worked exten-
sively in public and private industry 
in Wheeling, Rosemont and Glen-
view, will oversee street paving, water 
and sewer maintenance and street-
light improvements. 

Jayant Shah, formerly of Evanston's 
water and sewer division, is a new 
staff engineer, while Bill Herrmann 
brings diverse private and municipal 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Miter • z 

The new year will bring the gift of 
350 jobs to Wheeling as four com-
panies move to town. 

Despite a sagging economy that 
has many businesses cutting staff 
and costs, FedEx Ground, Durable 
Packaging, Bio Industries and 
Argus Plastics will transfer indus-
trial operations to the village. 

"Particularly knowing what the 
economy has been, it's great to 
have the employment numbers," 
said Wheeling's Economic Devel-
opment Director William D. 
Whitmer. "Certainly the village will 
enjoy having the taxes generated, 
because it's the taxes that help the 
village function, but to have the 
addition of that kind of source of 
employment is a great thing." 

After receiving village approval in 
August, Fed& Ground has begun 
building a 112,000-square-foot 
package center on South Wolf Road 
to relocate its Northbrook ground 
delivery facility. 

The company plans to transfer 94 
part- and full-time jobs and 55 
independent contractors to Wheel-
ing and it also has a 10-year 
build-out plan that will create 
potential for new jobs. 

"The Wheeling location will pro-
vide FedEx Ground with improved 
access to its service area, major 
highways and a large labor pool," 
John Cameron, managing director 
for FedEx Ground said in a pre-
pared statement. 

Durable Packaging of Schaum-
burg will shift warehouse 
operations from Elk Grove Village 
by buying an existing building at 

"The addition of 
these highly 

qualified engineers 

is a distinct step 
forward in meeting 

the needs of 
Wheeling 

residents. ... Now, 
we can upgrade 
our capabilities, 
respond more 

quickly and save 
significantly in the 

process." 
Guy Kolberg, 

public works director 

gets people excited." 
When a village talks about upgrad-

ing its image, it has to make big 
changes, James said. 

"You have people with the idea 
that Wheeling is nothing but 1950s 
tract-style housing," he said. "I think 
the public-use campus with the town 
center could radically change Wheel-
ing's image." 

James told commissioners the 
flood-prone nature of the swath of 
land north and south of Dundee 
Road complicates plans for major 
hallmark projects that cou:d give 
Wheeling an identity, other than the 
community campus. 

The consultants and the plan com-
missioners agreed to postpone any 
final decisions for the flood plain 
until the flood study is complete, 
which should be in June. 

• 

How Wheeling markets its image 
could mean jump in home values 



Wheeling residents 
wonder what's bad 
about affordable town 
Meeting focuses on plan to upgrade village's image 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer ) 2 - 0 2 

Some Wheeling residents like 
their town just the way it is. 

Plans to upgrade the village's 
image are making these residents 
nervous, and they took their con-
cerns to village leaders this week. 

They told plan commissioners 
they don't need upscale shops or 
expensive housing to enjoy living in 
Wheeling. Residents met with lead-
ers in one of the final planning 
sessions to decide the course of 
Wheeling's development future. 

"I don't go to places based on 
what they look 'like," said Louise 
Reinier of Buck Board Drive. 
"When I go, I look for quality and 
service. I don't go to the pretty malls 
because I have to pay more for the 
upscaleness." 

As part of a yearlong planning 
effort, Wheeling plan commission-
ers have sought input from civic 
groups and residents, saying they 
want Wheeling to become more 
upscale as a "community of choice." 

A comprehensive plan that will 
set development priorities for the 
next 20 years seeks to transform 
Wheeling into a village known for 
more than its affordability. 

"What is wrong with Wheeling 
being merely affordable or an 
affordable, working-class suburb?" 
Reinier asked. "Does no one see the 
oversaturation of the Lake Forest, 
Kenilworth effect?" 

Rene Pientka, a resident of the 
Whippletree Village mobile home 
park, said she thinks Wheeling is 
losing its culture and history. 

"What about the worker?" Pien-
tka said. 

Plan commissioners and trustees 
repeatedly asked why residents 
chose to live in Wheeling, appearing 
flustered when "because it's afford-
able" was the repeated response. 

"But don't you want it to be more 
than just affordable?" Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann asked. "Didn't you 
choose it because of its park facili-
ties, because it has services that 
make your life convenient? We want 
the community to be more of a 

"What is wrong with Wheeling 

being merely affordable or 

an affordable, working-class 

suburb? Does no one see the 

oversaturation of the Lake 

Forest, Kenilworth effect?" 

Louise Reinier, 
Buck Board Drive resident 

place where people can walk to 
parks and shopping and amenities." 

The latest recommendations for 
the comprehensive plan include 
creating new mixes of commercial 
and residential space along Wolf 
Road and redeveloping strip malls 
throughout town to create prome-
nades along shopping centers. 

The plan draft also promotes 
condominium conversions in the 
multifamily areas along Wolf Road, 
installing a canoe launch on Mil-
waukee Avenue south of Restaurant 
Row to carry people to the forest 
preserve and redeveloping the 
Foxboro mobile home park. 

Reinier and most of the residents 
at Wednesday's meeting live in the 
Whippletree Village mobile home 
park and were concerned about 
continuing comments about 
upgrading Wheeling's housing 
stock 

"What happens to all of the 
homes that were there, because 
they are not transitional homes," 
Reinier said. She challenged plan-
ners, asking "have you ever even 
been in one of those (mobile home) 
communities?" 

Commissioners assured resi-
dents that Wheeling doesn't intend 
to drive out its residents. 

"The goal is to keep things nice 
and keep our commercial areas suc-
cessful so the people can continue 
to afford to live here," Plan Com-
mission Chairman Kenneth Brady 
said. 

The commission plans to receive 
and approve a final draft of the 
comprehensive plan in late January 
or February. The plan will then go to 
the village board for approval. 

power lines, build sidewalks 
and improve water and sewer 
lines in the Crossroads area. 

Klatecki said the village will 
move more quickly on the 
Northern TIF district. 

"If we do the TIF, we have 
to get on it right away," he 
said. 

On the drawing board 

There are already develop-
ers interested in building in 
the new TIF district. The Vil-
lage Board has seen some 
plans for the area, including 
Smith Family Construction's 
Prairie Park and a condomin-
ium proposal from Tantillo 
Homes. 

"I'm excited about the 
North TIF," Klatecki said. "It 

has the potential to be a show-
piece for the village that could 
be great." 

However, if that showpiece 
is to be built, the area needs 
water and sewer main im-
provements, where a lot of 
TIF money will most likely go. 

"We need to jump-start the 
area," Argiris said. "We need 
to be prepared for develop-
ment. We need the infrastruc-
ture there, because these de-
velopers are not going to pay 
for it themselves." 

Argiris said interest rates 
are low, making it a good time 
for the village to borrow for in-
frastructure improvements 
now and pay off the debt with 
TIF dollars once they start 
rolling in. 

"We have to use these 
tools," he said. 

Redevelopment program kicking into gear 

• 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

/ - S - 
Village officials are wrapping up 

work to create a new tax increment fi-
nancing district in the northeastern 
part of town that should accelerate de-
velopment there. 

A draft redevelopment plan of the 
new TIF district will be reviewed by 
representatives from all taxing bodies 
in the village Dec. 20, and the Village 
Board will hold a public hearing on the 
proposal Jan. 27. An ordinance estab-
lishing the TIF district will be drawn 
up after the hearing, and the Village 
Board will then vote to approve it. 

The new TIF district will run along 
North Milwaukee Avenue from Lake-
Cook Road down to Mayer Avenue. It  

will encompass areas along the east 
side of North Wolf Road and extend 
eastward to the Cook County Forest 
Preserve. It will also include mostly 
vacant land on the west side of Wolf 
Road from Lake-Cook Road to Picardy 
Lane. 

Village President Greg Klatecki said 
the area has the greatest potential for 
redevelopment, with little effort 
needed to attract developers. 

"There is a lot of open area and big-
ger parcels, which are easier to work 
with," he said. "There's also a lot of in-
terest (from developers) up there." 

Trustee Dean Argiris said the TIF 
also will make it easier for the village 
to make needed infrastructure im-
provements in order to spur redevel-
opment projects. 

"There is nothing up there for water 
and sanitary lines," he said. "If some-
one wants to build an 11-, 12-, 13-story 
office building there, we don't have 
lines for water for them. This is long 
overdue." 

Using TIF dollars would be the easi-
est way to make those improvements, 
because the costs wound not have to 
come out of the village's annual 
budget. 

TIFs defined 

Michael Mondschain, Wheeling's fi-
nance director, explained that a TIF 
district essentially freezes the as-
sessed values of property inside the 
TIF boundaries. When the property in-
creases in value after development,  

the land owner pays taxes in full. How-
ever, since the value is frozen to other 
taxing bodies, the remaining tax dol-
lars — or the increment — is placed 
into a separate fund. That money can 
then be used to pay for infrastructure 
improvements, land acquisition or en-
vironmental cleanup projects, Monds-
chain said. 

Only specific areas can be desig-
nated as a TIF district. Those areas 
typically are blighted or undeveloped 
and produce limited property taxes for 
the village and other taxing bodies. 

"The theory is the TIF allows the 
community to put money into an area 
to help increase property values where 
it might not otherwise (increase)," 
Mondschain said. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Wheeling already has two 
TIF districts: the Crossroads 
TIF surrounding the Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue 
intersection, and the Southern 
TIF just south of the Cross-
roads TIF. 

Some elected officials have 
been critical of the Crossroads 
TIF, which was established in 
1985 but hadn't seen much ac-
tivity until only recently. It ex-
pires in 2008, and the Village 
Board has tried to acquire 
more land in the Crossroads 
TIF in the last year or so. The 
first Crossroads TIF project 
was One Milwaukee Place, 
construction of which began 
in 1999. TIF money also was 
used to build Friendship Park, 
which opened in October. TIF 
money also was used to bury 

By KIMBERLY FORNEK 
STAFF WRITER 
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The demolition of the eastern portion of 

Plaza Verde should bring relief to the busi-
nesses that remain and to Aetna Development, 
the owner of the shopping center. 

The building that runs parallel to Arlington 
Heights Road in the shopping plaza on the 
southwest corner of Arlington 
Heights and Dundee roads 
was scheduled to be demol-
ished this week, said George 
Hanus, president of Aetna, 
which owns the eastern half of 
Plaza Verde. 

That was good news for the 
operators of the Melting Pot 
restaurant. The restaurant ad-
joins the eastern building but 
is not connected to it. 

"We are short of parking 
spaces," said Gary Shchu-
pakevich, a manager at the 
Melting Pot. 

The restaurant lost roughly 
60 spaces when a Walgreens 
pharmacy was built last year in the parking lot 
to the west of the Melting Pot. Fifty-two park-
ing spaces will replace the eastern building 
once it's demolished. 

The restaurant will become a free-standing 
building after the demolition. 

"That's a very positive thing," said Shchu-
pakevich. "We'll have more visibility and ... 
we'll put up a sign on the back of the building" 
to catch the eye of motorists traveling north on 
Arlington Heights Road. Shchupakevich was 
told the building would be torn down by Dec. 
15. 

If the building is not demolished by Dec. 31, 
Aetna would have to forfeit $50,000 of a guar-
antee bond the company had to post with the 
village to get approval to build the Walgreens 
in Plaza Verde. The Village Board required 
Aetna to post an initial guarantee bond of 
250 000 to ensure improvements at Plaza  

Verde would not stop with the Walgreens. 

Demolition had to wait until the tenants in 
the building relocated to new quarters. The 
last to move was the Pizza Paddle restaurant, 
which closed at 10 p.m. Nov. 19 and reopened 
for lunch Nov. 21 in a different spot within 
Plaza Verde. Relocating next to the Play it 
Again Sports store in the building at the south-
ern border of the shopping plaza will give mo- 

torists driving south on Ar-
lington Heights Road a view 
of the Italian restaurant that 
wasn't available before. The 
new Pizza Paddle, which has 
tables for dining as well as 
take-out service, is 30 square 
feet smaller than the previous 
one, a decrease manager 
Gregg Hansen does not con-
sider significant. Foot First 
Podiatry was the only other 
tenant from the building 
awaiting demolition that relo-
cated within Plaza Verde. 

Maria Fournier moved her 
dental surgery practice from 
Plaza Verde to an office in the 

Signature Square North building on the east 
side of Arlington Heights Road just south of 
Dundee. And Adam Keno said the manage-
ment of Town Center did "a phenomenal job" 
helping him relocate his Keno Optical store 
and practice to the shopping center at Lake-
Cook Road and state Route 83. Keno wanted to 
stay in Buffalo Grove and found space to lease 
in Town Center that is 400 square feet larger 
than his former store in Plaza Verde. 

The western half of Plaza Verde is owned by 
a different company. Arbor Acquisitions and 
Development Inc. of Skokie purchased the 
western half in 2000 and has been planning 
since then to open a banquet facility there. Vil-
lage officials issued a certificate of occupancy 
last week to the new facility, named L'Hermi-
tage, but company representatives did not re-
turn calls about when the banquet rooms 
would be open for business. 

Dundee Road plaza 
will have a new view 

That's a very 
positive thing. 
We'll havejnore 
visibility and ... 
we'll put up a sign 
on the back of the 
building. 

Gary Shchupakevich, 
a manager of Melting 

Pot restaurant 
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Plan for Wheeling's future coming into focus 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

' f2 
As Wheeling officials piece together 

the future appearance of the village, 
the Wheeling Plan Commission con-
tinues to work with a consultant to de-
termine just how the redevelopment 
puzzle will look. 

Commissioners and William James 
of Camiros talked about redevelop-
ment plans for South Milwaukee Ave-
nue and North Wolf Road at a Dec. 4 
meeting focusing on the village's com-
prehensive plan. The areas are the last 
two that remained up for discussion 
before the final draft of the new plan is 
completed. 

Commissioners were agreeable to  

James' suggestions for South Milwau-
kee Avenue. James suggested annex-
ing the unincorporated areas between 
Hintz Road and Sumac Lane near Pal-
waukee Municipal Airport. That would 
make it easier for the village to rede-
velop those areas into uses that would 
complement the airport. 

James also suggested creating an 
open area along the Des Plaines River 
that could include a canoe launch or 
even a foot bridge spanning the river 
to connect with the trail system in the 
Cook County Forest Preserve. 

"The idea is to create an area where 
people might want to walk and to in-
troduce complementary uses," he said. 

James also suggests luring more 
restaurants into the area to strengthen  

the popular Restaurant Row. 
Plan commissioners were less 

pleased with James' suggestions for 
North Wolf. Road. Part of those plans 
included improving the apartments 
just north of the Dundee Road inter-
section and building condominiums 
north of Chamber Park up to Mayer 
Avenue. 

"Condos are one of the strongest de-
velopment interests in Wheeling," 
James said. "The more you get, the 
more upscale it will be. It may even 
drive up (the renovation of) single-
family homes." 

Commissioners, however, said mul-
tifamily housing is creeping up to the 
70 percent mark of Wheeling's total 
housing market, and they thought  

smaller single-family homes north of 
the park might be a better way to go. 

Commissioners David Cantwell and 
Steven Boime said they would prefer 
to see bungalow-style houses with 
deep, narrow lots instead of more con-
dos. 

James also suggested ways to en-
hance the small commercial area just 
south of Chamber Park. He said the 
businesses there, while dated in their 
appearance, have character and are 
successfuL 

"The six-lane bowling alley (Jeffejy 
Lanes) is unique," he said. "Joe's Pizza 
has a lot of character. If you can im-
prove what's there, it could be a nice 
mixed-use area." 

(Continued nn T1A OP 111 

Trustees reject request 
to land jet at Palwaukee 

f?OiSeer 
mss 

The Wheeling Village Board voted to bar a 
new business jet from landing at the airport 
out of concern for the safety of residents and 
school children. 

Airport Manager Dennis Rouleau said an air-
port user is looking to purchase a Global 5000 
business jet and build a hangar at Palwaukee 

rules do not allow the Global 5000 to fly in or 
out of Palwaukee, and Rouleau asked the 

in order to keep the jet there. However, airport 

board to change that rule. 
Jets with a maximum takeoff weight of more 

than 77,000 pounds are not allowed to operate 
at Palwaukee, with the exception of four mod-
els: the Gulfstream IV-SP, the Gulfstream V, 
the Falcon 9000 and the Challenger Global Ex-
press. Those planes have been allowed to use 
the airport since 1993, when airport users who 
expressed interest in buying the newly manu-
factured aircraft asked for a waiver from the 
weight restrictions, according to Trustee Tre-
vor Lehmann, who also serves on the Palwau-
kee Airport Commission. The Global 5000 is a 
sister aircraft to the Global Express. 

Rouleau asked the board to allow jets with a 
maximum takeoff weight of 98,000 pounds. 
Raising the weight limit would permanently 

• Jet 

 • Plan Continued from page 7 

The commission has been 
working with Camiros since 
December 2001 to' overhaul 
the comprehensive plan, 
which village officials say will 
guide land use for the next 20 
years. The comprehensive 
plan was last updated in the 
1980s. The Plan Commission 
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Continued from page 5 

exempted from the 
77,000-pound weight limit. 
The Global 5000 is a smaller 
jet than the Global Express. 
The Global 5000 has a maxi-
mum takeoff weight of 87,700 
pounds, compared to the 
95,000-pound Global Express. 
The Global 5000 also is about 
3 feet shorter than the 
99.42-foot Global Express. 

Rouleau argued allowing 
the Global Express to operate 
at Palwaukee, and not allow-
ing the Global 5000, could pre-
sent legal trouble in the fu-
ture. 

However, trustees did not 
buy into that argument. 

Trustees Lehmann and Mi-
chael Horcher were willing to 
change the airport rules to 
allow the Global 5000 to fly in 
and out of Palwaukee. Village 
President Greg Kiatecki also 
voiced his support for the rule 
change. 

"The new corporate jets are 
quieter and smaller," Klatecki 
said. "The noisy planes are 
the old planes. I say let's get 
the new ones in and the old 
ones out." 

Since the airport is owned 
by Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights, both governing 
boards would have to agree to 
change the rules. The Pros- 
pect Heights City Council also 
elected to leave the rules 
alone at its Dec. 2 meeting. 

y CASEY MOFFITT allow the operation of the Global 5000 and the 

4 
STAFF WRITER other four models that are excluded from the 

Police to host youth event /A 5 • 
The Wheeling Police Department will be hosting "Cops and 

Kids Rockin the Night" this weekend as a youth outreach 
event. r 

Officer John Bonk, who works as the outreach officer at 
Wheeling High School, said the department received a Cook 
County Local Law Enforcement Block Grant to host the 
event, which will feature a disc jockey, food and access to the 
gym and indoor aquatic center at the Community Recreation 
Center. • 

Bonk said the event is geared toward "at-risk" students in; 
grades five through eight to show that police officers can 
have fun, too. - 

The event will be held at the Community Recreation Cen-
ter from 7 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Saturday. The event is free, but 
students must get a parent permission slip from a school offi-
cer. Holmes Middle School students can get a form from Offi-
cer John Connolly; London Middle School students must get: 
one from 'Officer Christina Parr, and fifth-grade students can 
get slips from DARE teachers. 

current 77,000-pound limit. 
However, raising the weight limit also would 

allow other models of jets to use Palwaukee, 
and trustees were not comfortable allowing 
those models onto the airport. 

"These jets fly over residents, they fly over 
schools, they fly over parks, and I think it's 
scary," Trustee Dean Argiris said. "Until you 
can get them going east to west (on takeoffs 
and landings) then I say, no." 

Trustee Patrick Horcher said he also be-
lieved allowing some of the bigger jets to use 
Palwaukee would be intrusive on the residents. 
He said corporate jets are- getting smaller and 
cheaper, allowing more corporations to pur-
chase and use them, so losing one customer 
with a larger jet is not a big deal, since more 
smaller jets will most likely want to use Pal-
waukee in the near future. 

Rouleau said he does not like to see custom-
ers move to another airport. 

"I don't want anyone to move, whether it's 
the owner of a Global 5000 or a single-engine 
plane," he said. "My goal is to keep people at 
Palwaukee." 

Trustees also voted down a proposal to add 
the Global 5000 onto the list of models 

(Continued on page 9) 

••• •3 

a) 0 (7)  
0 

• 

Cr4 

O (1)  • Crtz 
CD <-1. c•-`÷  
O 0 CD 

• o fD o-a 
C'0,,  
Cfl cr 

CD 

• Cn 
O 0 a, 0 

f:D 

CDCD ct, 

Cfq 
O Du c.7, p4.  aaq u  , 

0 CD 

(D 

CID1 sn., 2 0 
019 CD?5  

04 CC 
la)  go rt,  o 0  CD 

fnD 5 rt,  Wcrcl 0 ta, 
,„ 

CD 

cfDo ou9  

will hold a public hearing on 
the final draft of the compre-
hensive plan in late January 
or early February. 

The commission will then 
make final adjustments to the 
plan for a recommendation to 
the Village Board. 

e us your p otos, your 
poems, short essays, a report 
from your vacation; pictures of 
your grandchildren, your sports 
teams, anything you want to 
share. 
How to submit material: 
Poll A97-AASIA• 



Drum Center owner not happ 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writerg • IC) 

a. 
A plan for an upscale shopping 

center in Wheeling could meet with 
opposition as it heads to the village 
board for approval. 

Wheeling plan commissioners 
have voted to recommend that 
trustees approve Petersburg Place, a 
12-store retail strip center meant to 
attract such vendors as Caribou 
Coffee and jewelers to 119-145 S. Mil-
waukee Ave. 

Commissioners have praised the 
project for rehabilitating an area that 
consisted of deteriorating properties 
before developers for Petersburg 
Place bought them for the project. 

However, the owner of Drum 
Center Inc., neighboring the pro-
posed retail center, says he's ready to 
act to prevent it from going much 
further. 

Mitch Greenberg complained that 
the construction of Petersburg Place 
would make it impossible for him to 
improve or redevelop his property at  

109 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
"If they pass this permit, it I 

devalue my property and mak( 
unsellable and transform it 
nothing but a driveway for Bill He 
said Greenberg, who also lives ab,  
his store. 

Greenberg referred to devel 
ment consultant for Petersb 
Place, William Hein, whom 
accused of being part of a vill 
effort to take over the Drum Cei 
property. 

Hein told commissioners 

Battle between tov 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer '4 ad  ^ 6  a  

Wheeling is in the midst of plans to 
remake its image, and Prospect 
Heights is striving to get its financial 
house in order, but lurking legal trou-
bles continue to distract from village 
and city business. 

On an almost monthly basis for the 
past year, officials in both towns have 
been called upon to respond to com-
plaints from two plane maintenance  

firms at Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights 

share ownership of the airport, which 
has been accused of unfair lease prac-
tices favoring one airport tenant over 
others. 

One case seems ready to come to 
an end after years of litigation, as both 
towns voted this month to terminate 
the lease ofAviationVentures Group's 
Service Aviation. 

However, the trouble with another 
firm, North American Jet, could be 
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News tips 
General Newsroom 
(8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.): 427-4514; 
news@dailyherald.com  

News tip hotline 

• Soaring Singles, 8 p.m., Dancers 
Grab Bag Christmas Party Avalon 
Banquets, 1906 E. Higgins Road, Elk 
Grove Village. $7 (first 40 free), hors 
d'oeuvres, cake and coffee. To panic-
ipate in grab bag, bring a $5 gift. DJ 
Mark/ Special K, free door prizes, free 
parking. For information, call the 
hotline at (847) 813-1910 or visit 
www.soaringsingles.com. 

• Thunderbird Singles, 8 p.m.,4 
Annual Christmas Party Super- 
dance, Sheraton Arlington Park, 
Hotel, 3400 W Euclid, Arlington 
Heights. $7; win four dinner gift cer-
tificates. For information, call (847) 
604-3446. 

• Sociable Singles, a nondenomi- 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 42 I 4 

A Wheeling Park District official 
questioned at a recent village plan-
ning session about why there's no 
evidence the Wheeling diversionary 
channel has made a difference in 
altering the village's flood plain. 

Wheeling officials insist the village 
has to wait to fmd out if its $2.5 mil-
lion William Rogers Memorial 
Diversion Channel will do the job it 
was intended to do. 

The channel, which was 20 years 
in the making, has the primary pur-
pose of diverting water to alleviate 
flooding downstream, Wheeling 
officials say. 

The channel runs about 7,500 feet 
and diverts storm water from the 
Wheeling Ditch north of Dundee 
Road to the Des Plaines River near 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

Park-district Directot of Parks and 
Planning Mark Harrison said flood-
ing concerns continue to stymie the 
park district and village's efforts to 
develop further. 

Speaking at a session to help the 
village develop a new villagewide 
land use plan meant to upgrade 
Wheeling's image, Harrison argued 
that flooding continues to frustrate 
many people's hopes for the diver- 

Parks raise 
concerns 
over flood 
channel 

said. "If it's not diverting storm 
water, what is it doing?" 

Anthony Stavros of the village's 
engineering division said the chan-
nel hasn't truly been tested. Stavros 
didn't attend the planning session, 
but he said the channel will help the 3t  
park district when the village expe- 3_ 
riences days of excessive rains. 

"It will help them (the park dis- e 
trict) out when we have a 100-year a  
storm and the property along the o 
creek that it currently uses for recre-
ational areas — the ball diamonds 
and all that stuff — is kept from 
going under water," Stavros said. 
'And it prevents the residences by 
the Jeffrey Avenue bridge from going 
under water." 

Wheeling Trustee Dean Argiris, 
who attended the planning session, 
said the channel proved its worth 
during heavy rains in August, when 

Channel: Goal is not 
to develop flood plain 
Continued from Page 1 

more than six inches fell within hours. 
"What it did was alleviate flooding 

that normally would happen on Jef-
frey Lane, the Meadowbrook area and 
all those places," Argiris said. "They 
opened it up for the first time and it 
prevented flooding." 

The primary goal of the diversion-
ary channel was never to alter the 
flood plain for development, Stavros 
said. 

Man gets 33-year sentence for murder 

BY DAVE ORRICK /02  • /6"..' 02. Patrick Morse sentenced him to 33 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Miter years for the crime, which carries a 

20- to 60-year sentence range. 
A Buffalo Grove man has been sen- Pohl's body was found in 1998 in a 

tenced to 33 years in prison for the shallow grave in Michigan's Upper 
murder of his Wheeling friend over Peninsula. Months before, 
what authorities say was a disputed Lyubyezny borrowed $10,000 from 
$10,000 loan. Pohl to open an auto detail shop in 

In October, a jury convicted Igor Skokie. 
Lyubyezny, 45, of first-degree murder When Pohl demanded repayment, 
in the death of Tomasz Pohl, 45. Lyubyezny shot him dead, prosecu- 

On Friday, Cook County Judge tors said. 

death in 1999. If convicted of first-
degree murder, Rayon Sampson, 21, 
would now face a maximum of life in 
prison for the death of 47-year-old 
Emil Risenzon of Buffalo Grove. 

Sampson and two other Wheeling 
men — Shaun Fogle and Raymond 
Benavidez — are charged with 
murder, but only Sampson is 

Village Board approves levy / d 1 ,216' "/'-- 
The Wheeling Village Board approved a $7.5 million tax 

levy at its Dec. 16 meeting. The new levy is an increase of .36 
percent from this year's levy. 

Finance Director Michael Mondschain said' the small in-
crease is due to more revenue coming in from a .25 percent 
increase in the sales tax and new taxes the board approved 
earlier this year. The board approved a utilities use tax, a 
hotel/motel tax and ambulance fees over the last year. 

Increased revenue in the new levy will be used to pay for 
debt and the police pension fund. No new money from next 
year's levy will go to the village's operating fund. 

0 .1tv one resident spoke at the levy hearing held Nov. 25. 
Steven Telow argued there should be no increase in the levy 
at all since th. village should get some money from the Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern Cook County, which sold property 
for its propos(>d balefill at $20 million. 

Village Manager Wallace Douthwaite said SWANCC was 
using that money to pay off its debts, which will reduce the 
village's financial obligations to the agency. , 

New businesses moving into town 
Two businesses are preparing to mbve into Wheeling's 

northern industrial area, adding about 150 jobs to the area. 
Argus Plastics and Bio Industries will be moving irito the 

building at 540 Allendale Drive, a building that has sat vacant 
for a few years. 

Argus Plastics, currently located in Des Plaines, makes 
decorative merchandise bags for clients such as Sears and 
Marshall Field's. Bio Industries, of Addison, makes linings 
for plastic garbage cans. 

The owners of each business created a partnership called 
40 Foot High Realty as a holding company to purchase the property. The company bought the 127,000-square-foot build-ing for $44 million. 

Both companies plan to complete their move next spring. 

Apache aircra:  
for a training 
sion near F03 
Rucker, Ala 
when the hel 
copter crashe 
Dec. 12. 

The Conar 
High  Schoc 

"At this point, I have no doubt that 
when we do get the 100-year storm 
and we do get water in the channel, it 
will be a benefit to the residents down-
stream," Stavros said. 

t'llow much of a benefit, it depends 
on the intensity of the storm." 

It will be up to a flood management 
study the village approved with 
Christopher Burke Engineering to see 
what, if any, effect the channel will 
have on the flood plain. 

sionary channel project. 
"We keep asking what affect the 

haven't gotten an answer," Harrison 
diversionary channel had, and we m  4- seek di  Visitation scheduled for today 

for soldier from Schaumburg 
act 
Ris 
pro 
de; 

1 
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me 
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Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Visitation will be held today for a 
Schaumburg Army pilot who died 
during a recent training exercise in 
Alabama. 

Army 1st Capt. Stephen J. Valent, 
31, will be remembered by his 
friends and family from 3 to 9 p.m. 

_ Q. 



Channel: Goal is not 
to develop flood plain 
Continued from Page 1 

more than six inches fell within hours. 
"What it did was alleviate flooding 

that normally would happen on Jef-
frey Lane, the Meadowbrook area and 
all those places," Argiris said. "They 
opened it up for the first time and it 
prevented flooding." 

The primary goal of the diversion-
ary channel was never to alter the 
flood plain for development, Stavros 
said. 

'At this point, I have no doubt that 
when we do get the 100-year storm 
and we do get water in the channel, it 
will be a benefit to the residents down-
stream," Stavros said. 

"How much of a benefit, it depends 
on the intensity of the storm." 

It will be up to a flood management 
study the village approved with 
Christopher Burke Engineering to see 
what, if any, effect the channel will 
have on the flood plain. 

Man gets 33-year sentence for murder 

Drum Center owner not ham)! 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 41 / • e) 

A plan for an upscale shopping 
center in Wheeling could meet with 
opposition as it heads to the village 
board for approval. 

Wheeling plan commissioners 
have voted to recommend that 
trustees approve Petersburg Place, a 
12-store retail strip center meant to 
attract such vendors as Caribou 
Coffee and jewelers to 119-145 S. Mil-
waukee Ave. 

Commissioners have praised the 
project for rehabilitating an area that 
consisted of deteriorating properties 
before developers for Petersburg 
Place bought them for the project. 

However, the owner of Drum 
Center Inc., neighboring the pro-
posed retail center, says he s ready to 
act to prevent it from going much 
further. 

Mitch Greenberg complained that 
the construction of Petersburg Place 
would make it impossible for him to 
improve or redevelop his property at  

109 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
"If they pass this permit, it 

devalue my property and mak( 
unsellable and transform it 
nothing but a driveway for Bill He, 
said Greenberg, who also lives ab,  
his store. 

Greenberg referred to devel 
ment consultant for Petersb 
Place, William Hein, whom 
accused of being part of a vill 
effort to take over the Drum Cei 
property. 

Hein told commissioners 

Battle between towns and Palwaukee tenants heats up 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer ' 

Wheeling is in the midst of plans to 
remake its image, and Prospect 
Heights is striving to get its financial 
house in order, but lurking legal trou-
bles continue to distract from village 
and city business. 

On an almost monthly basis for the 
past year, officials in both towns have 
been called upon to respond to com-
plaints from two plane maintenance  

firms at Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights 

share ownership of the airport, which 
has been accused of unfair lease prac-
tices favoring one airport tenant over 
others. 

One case seems ready to come to 
an end after years of litigation, as both 
towns voted this month to terminate 
the lease of Aviation Ventures Group's 
Service Aviation. 

However, the trouble with another 
firm, North American Jet, could be  

just heating up. That fixed-base oper-
ator complains that neither town is 
following recommendations made by 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
to improve lease practices at Palwau-
kee. 

Service Aviation, North American 
Jet and other fixed-based operators 
rent land and hangar space at Pal-
waukee to provide fuel, cleaning, 
concierge and other services to cor-
porate and private planes using the 
airport. 

After Service Aviation took Wheel-
ing and Prospect Heights to court 
over Palwaukee's attempts to evict the 
company in 1998, a judge ruled the 
airport's leases are ambiguous. 

After North American Jet com-
plained its company was subsidizing 
rents paid by other tenants, the FAA 
and Illinois Department of Trans-
portation reviewed all Palwaukee 
leases and recommended the airport 
develop equal rates and legal descrip-
tions for leases. 

The recommendations stemmed 
from an informal complaint lodged 
by North American Jet, but Wheeling 
and Prospect Heights might be 
ordered to make changes if the com-
pany proceeds with a formal 
complaint. Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights have held a series of closed-
session meetings to deal with the 
legal issues associated with both 
cases. The most recent Dec. 4 meet-
ing ended with the vote to evict 
Service Aviation. 

"Mr. Jans, the proprietor for Service 
Aviation, is delinquent on his rent 
and has not otherwise fulfilled the 
terms of his lease," Wheeling Village 
Manager Wallace "Wally" Douth-
waite said. 

Although a judge ruled that Pal-
waukee hadn't succeeded in evicting 
Service Aviation's Dennis Jans in 
1998, the ruling didn't prevent the 
two towns from voting to evict him at 
the end of his lease Feb. 28, officials 
said. 

BY DAVE ORRICK AP • 4.S 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

A Buffalo Grove man has been sen-
tenced to 33 years in prison for the 
murder of his Wheeling friend over 
what authorities say was a disputed 
$10,000 loan. 

In October, a jury convicted Igor 
Lyubyezny, 45, of first-degree murder 
in the death of Tomasz Pohl, 45. 

Cook County Judge 

/  Village Board approves levy 7 0? - 
 

The Wheeling Village Board approved a $7.5 million tax 
levy at its Dec. 16 meeting. The new levy is an increase of .36 
percent from this year's levy. 

Finance Director Michael Mondschain said the small in-
crease is due to more revenue coming in from a .25 percent 
increase in the sales tax and new taxes the board approved 
earlier this year. The board approved a utilities use tax, a 
hotel/motel tax and ambulance fees over the last year. 

Increased revenue in the new levy will be used to pay for 
debt and the police pension fund. No new money from next 
year's levy will go to the village's operating fund. 

O.!! v one resident sp61,e at the levy hearing held Nov. 25. 
Steven Telow argued there should be no increase in the levy 
at all since the village should get some money from the Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern Cook County, which sold property 
for its proposed baleful at $20 million. 

Village Manager Wallace Douthwaite said SWANCC was 
using that money to pay off its debts, which will reduce the 
village's financial obligations to the agency. 

New businesses moving into town 
Two businesses are preparing to move into Wheeling's 

northern industrial area, adding about 150 jobs to the area. 
Argus Plastics and Bio Industries will be moving into the 

building at 540 Allendale Drive, a building that has sat vacant 
for a few years. 

Argus Plastics, currently located in Des Plaines, makes 
decorative merchandise bags for clients such as Sears and 
Marshall Field's. Bio Industries, of Addison, makes linings 
for plastic garbage cans. 

The owners of each business created a •artnershin called 

Parks raise 
concerns 
over flood 
channel 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer /,„5 

A Wheeling Park District official 
questioned at a recent village plan-
ning session about why there's no 
evidence the Wheeling diversionary 
channel has made a difference in 
altering the village's flood plain. 

Wheeling officials insist the village 
has to wait to find out if its $2.5 mil-
lion William Rogers Memorial 
Diversion Channel will do the job it 
was intended to do. 

The channel, which was 20 years 
in the making, has the primary pur-
pose of diverting water to alleviate 
flooding downstream, Wheeling 
officials say. 

The channel runs about 7,500 feet 
and diverts storm water from the 
Wheeling Ditch north of Dundee 
Road to the Des Plaines River near 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

Park district Director of Parks and 

- Patrick Morse sentenced him to 33 
years for the crime, which carries a 
20- to 60-year sentence range. 

Pohl's body was found in 1998 in a 
shallow grave in Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula. Months before, 
Lyubyezny borrowed $10,000 from 
Pohl to open an auto detail shop in 
Skokie. 

When Pohl demanded repayment, 
Lyubyezny shot him dead, prosecu-
tors said. • 



Wheeling's 
new 
comprehen-
sive plan 
may call for 
improving 
some of the 
village's retail 
areas along 
Dundee Road 
to increase 
parking and 
landscaping. 

Strip centers targeted for face lift 
De c 4 2-0o.2_ 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WR ER 

greater asset to the community," Plan 
Commission Chairman Ken Brady 
said. "The second purpose is to im-
prove them aesthetically." 

William James, a principal with 
Camiros, the consulting firm creating 
the comprehensive plan for the vil-
lage, outlined some ideas as to how to 
improve some of the shopping centers 
at a Dec. 4 meeting. To enhance park-
ing, he suggested knocking down 
units in some of the strip malls and 
moving those businesses to other loca-
tions. That would create more space to 
add more parking and greenery. 

"You have to find ways to Blake 
them attractive and inviting," James 
said. "You have to work with what 
you've got." 

James suggested the village could 
accelerate redevelopment by offering 
such incentives as funding some of the 
improvements or offering to maintain 
part of the parking areas. 

He showed a sketch of the Ace 
Hardware and B&L Liquors area that 
depicted the removal of part of the  

B&L building for parking and a small because it's the rent on units that 
frontage road between Dundee Road makes up her revenues. With fewer 
and the main parking area. Trees and units, fewer dollars would come in. 
bushes were added to improve the cen- "Can it be resolved without major 
ter's appearance. moves? I don't know," she said. "But 

However, village officials know that knocking half of my building down —
they must get cooperation from those that's insane." 
building owners in order to accom- Brady said the building owners 
plish their goals. overall do a good job maintaining their 

"The village has to show the owners properties. And he acknowledges that 
that we're serious," James said. "We there have been improvements in the 
have to show them it's not just talk." last 30 years that he's lived in Wheel- 

Grace Bastone, who has owned the ing. 
B&L building for more than 35 years, "I remember back in the '70s there 
said she knows there is a parking was no greenery at all," he said. "It 
problem and a traffic-flow problem in was like an asphalt jungle." 
her center. She said she understands But Brady believes retail centers 
why the village wants to make im- can make even more money, as well as 
provements to retail centers like hers, attract and keep, successful busi-
but she is confused as to how to im- nesses, if improvements are made. 
prove it, given the way the building "Lord knows, if people don't see any 
and the property are laid out. parking, they're going to go right by," 

"I have a big investment there, and he said. "Many areas are in good 
I need to know what the village wants shape, and the owners take pride. But 
to do," she said. we're having trouble holding onto 

Bastone said she does not like the quality businesses because of the traf-
idea of replacing units with parking, fic problem and the layout of drives." 

Wheeling streets are lined with strip 
malls. And although vacant storefronts 
are few, village officials think the 
shopping centers can be even more 
successful with a little work. 

Part of the new land-use plan being 
drafted by village officials will outline 
redevelopment possibilities for some 
of the existing retail centers in the vil-
lage. Dundee Road is home to a num-
ber of retail businesses, but many are 
in strip malls with inadequate parking 
and little greenery, which village plan-
ners would like to see changed. 

However, it will take a big commit-
ment on the part of village officials 
and the building owners. Village plan-
ners know they cannot get rid of the 
strip malls, but they believe they can 
work with owners to make them more 
successful. 

"The main purpose is to make our 
commercial areas more viable and a 

from zoning inspectors. 
Federal subpoenas began arriving 

in Wheeling by the dozen in 1973. 
When it was all over, Wheeling's 
former building director, two former 
trustees, a major developer and other 
minor players went to prison on con-
spiracy, extortion, tax evasion and 
other charges in 1974. 

A year later, Wheeling became one 
of the first Illinois towns to adopt a 
code of ethics to govern the actions of 
its appointed and elected officials. 

It has remained one of the few 
towns to maintain a board of ethics 
to serve as a watchdog over all official 
village proceedings. 

On Monday, that could change. 
Wheeling's village trustees will vote 

on amendments to the code that 
would do awaywith the ethics board 
and bring the village's ethics laws 
more in line with state law. The idea 
of removing some brakes from gov-
ernment's often slippery slope makes 
some nervous, but attorneys for the 
village say state law doesn't require 
local ethics commissions. 

15 0111-  vvs 

municipal contracts, bid rigging and sion after he was accused 
financial disclosure. profiting from zoning variances. 

The movement toward the basic Lehmann abstained from votes 
standards of the state law makes during the approval process and 
former Wheeling Village President acted similarly in 2000 when he was 
Sheila Schultz nervous, she said. accused by another trustee of bene- 

Schultz was a member of the Citi- fiting from the Park Point 
zens for Responsible Government condominium development. 
group that campaigned for local board ruled in Lehmann's favor in 
ethics laws in the 1970s. "If you're that case also. 
going to make a local statement that Revisions that came after years of 
you're going to run an ethical govern- wrangling gave the board power to 
ment, local ethics need to be spelled subpoena witnesses and charge fines 
out," Schultz said. "Excuse me, but we up to $1,000 to individuals who 
don't want to put too much faith in knowingly violate the law. 
state ethics laws these days." "They say there's only been three 

Schultz referred to the licenses-for- cases since 1975 so we don't need the 
bribes scandal that probed corruption code, but that sounds like you're talk-
in the offices of former Secretary of ing about closing the barn door after 
State George Ryan. "I'm not criticizing all the horses are gone," said Ethics 
the state law, but with everything that Commissioner Robert Gerhold. 
went on here (in Wheeling in the 70s) "To have a strict code in place has 
that was disgraceful, we wanted to got to be a caution to people to watch 
make a statement that this is not the their Ps and Qs," Gerhold added. 
way we want our village to operate," 
Schultz said. 

Village trustees say using the state's 

of 

This month to no away with its com-
mission— formed in 1975 to restore 
faith in a local government disgraced 
by federal corruption prosecutions. 

However, trustees tabled the issue 
when they realized cutting the panel 
could force them to become their 
own watchdogs in some cases, Vil-
lage President Greg Klatecki said. 

The ethics code governs the 

• tlt
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on fate of ethics pay 
1ge until 
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matches 
bid rig- 

and 

Furolo's firm, Klein Thorpe & Jenk-
ins, advises the Illinois Municipal 
Conference on ethical matters. The 
firm amended Wheeling's codes to 
be more in line with a state law that 
works well, Furolo said. 

Still, some prominent Wheeling 
residents spoke against changing the 
local law. 

Ethics Commissioner Robert Ger-
hold was among those who 
questioned why the sitting ethics 
commission wasn't informed of 
pending changes. 

Also, former Village President 
Sheila Schultz told trustees "ethics 
are still important to this commu-
nity," even though an era of 
corruption has ended in Wheeling. 

A federal crackdown o 
and corruption inWheeli 
former elected officials t 
1974 first spurred the villa 
its ethics code. 

One of the factors 
change is the mere thre 
ethics commission has b 
its 27-yeaf history. The be 
met in more than a year. 

The Wheeling village 
take another look at the c 
and the ethics code at a 
Jan. 20. 

"We want the lawyers 
some examples of (ethics 
tell us what would be 
not," Klatecki said ofjudg 
under the proposed law. 

"We-ffidn t want to pass the final property for private gain, unbiased 
draft until all our concerns were appointments to public committees 
addressed, and the biggest one was and disclosure of political activities 
that it would come back to the in which people could assume the 
board, and we didn't like that," Mate- village is represented. 
cld said. James Furolo, an attorney for the 

"We felt that if it did, politics could village, said any Wheeling officials 
enter in, and we didn't want any pol- whose ethics have been questioned 
itics entering this area." would never help decide their ver- 

Wheeling trustees voted to put off dict under the proposed code. 

Gerhold said he plans to attend the orthwest 
village board meeting at 7:30 p.m.  
Monday to protest the changes. andards, 

f public 
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drop. You have the ability to say, 'How 
do I move on?'" 

Novak now works for Workforce 
Development Inc. in Park Ridge, an 
agency which helps people who've 
lost their jobs due to fall-out from 
Sept. 11. The agency trains workers, 
helps them improve rusty resume-
writing and interviewing skills, and 
pips them network and find new 
jobs. 

Through a $5 million federal grant, 
the agency has served more than 
1,600 workers, including former 
Anderson and Motorola employees, 
but more from United than any-
where else. 

Losing a job, Novak said, is an 
opportunity to decide what you 
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pue saptuntuumo &mut slam pieoq 
soppa aims ata„ -sSutpu smi ut Amarts 
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pcivecer
or help,F Huffman went to Work- 

force Development, which he said 
was pivotal "in helping people work 
through the anger and denial and 
rejection they felt, and turning those 
emotions into very productive labor." 

After eight months of searching, 
Huffman, who lives in Ivanhoe near 
Mundelein, has found a new job out 
of state in the aerospace industry: 

At age 55, Huffman doesn't want to 
go through this again, and would like 
to retire with his new employer. He 
and his familywill have to mo ve, and 
he accepted less pay in return for 
security and benefits. 

"This is not the brass ring, but it 
provides a comfortable balance of 
things that are important to me," 

gum maistsuoo aq ipm -a2uutA aip 
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l71.11G1 Lugui. QLLULILLlllll3 
many of whom rent and have room-
mates — Dela Cruz isn't paid a great 
deal, but she is compensated in 
"lifestyle," traveling the world and 
having time to enjoy it. 

"Everyone is trying really hard to 
react to the facts and not get too 
crazed speculating about the future," 
Dela Cruz said, "but it's really hard to 
do. You look at what's happening to 
US Airways, Eastern, Pan Am, and 
TWA — that's what could happen to 
us." 

Those other airline giants no 
longer exist, except US Airways, 
which is cutting workers and asking 
for pay cuts to stay in business. 

In United's case, the turmoil 
comes as the industry is suffering 
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Isle rrsJ U0111111UilUeU 111/Ultralt 101 nis parucipaLion as a 
seminar speaker in the Midwest FAA Conference in Noyem-Ir 
ber 2001 on "Reducing Runway Incursions at General Avia-
tion Airports." A runway incursion are those instances when 
a vehicle or airplane on the ground enters an active runway. 

Rouleau said he was honored to receive the award, but he 
also said the recognition is deserving for the Palwaukee Run- 
way Incursion Action Team. 1 4 e, 

Recreation Center to hold open gym 
The Wheeling Park District will offer open gym hours dur-

ing the holiday season at the Community Recreation Center 
at 333 W. Dundee Road. 

Open gym hours will run through Jan. 3. First- and second-
graders will be able to use the gym from 9 a.m. until 10 a.m. 
each day. Third- and fourth-graders get open gym from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. Adults 18 and older have it from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Fifth- and sixth-graders are invited from 1 p.m. until 2 
p.m. Seventh- and eighth-graders have open gym from 2 p.m. 
to 3 p.m., and youth open gym for kids 8 to 18 will be from 3 
p.m. until 5:30 p.m. 

Those wishing to use open gym must first purchase a 
punch card at the customer service desk at the recreation 
center. ( .71 e ,26 .. o  2, 



Pilot system suggested 
to curb Palwaukee din 
BY CASS CUATT 
I lady I Ion& S P!ff Writer  

Putting public pressure on pilots 
Who di, i't "fly quiet" and rewarding 
pilots who do are two ways Palwau-
kee Municipal Airport could reduce 
airplane noise. 

A conununity group formed to 
Improve the relationship between 
Palwaukee and its neighbors rec-
ommends giving awards and 
discounts for the quietest planes 
that fly at Palwaukee and posting 
lists in public places of repeat noise 
offenders  

The goup called the Palwaukee 
Community Engagement Council, 
or PACE, also suggests using soft-
ware at the airport to track problem 
flyers as they take off and land and to 
change flight patterns to shift flights 
over. the Prospect Heights Forest 
Preserve and away from homes. 

The council made the recom-
mendations , during this week's 
twice yearly meeting of Palwaukee 

- • 

Ahlstedt agreed. Council volunteers 
"aren't in it for the glory," she said. 
"We want results." 

Palwaukee formed the council in 
May as a community outreach effort 
to involve residents and airport ten-
ants in shaping the airport's future. 

It's an advisory council that makes 
recommendations to the airport 
commission, which sets Palwaukee 
policy. 

One of the first orders of business 
for the fledgling council was to set 
up a noise subcommittee to address 
residents' noise concerns. That sub-
committee made the noise 
recommendations to the airport 
commission.. 

It bodes well that Acting Airport 
Manager Dennis Rouleau has 
already spoken to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration about changing 
flight patterns at the airport, said 
Dourlain, co-chairman of the noise 
subcommittee. 

Now, the council is looking to do 
more. 

• 
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The holiday season is a time 
for giving, and many local 
businesses have gotten into 
the spirit by accepting dona-
tions, collecting money or 
holding fund-raisers to help 
charities give to the neediest. 

Merlin Brake and Muffler 
stores in the Chicago area 
have been collecting winter 
clothes for the Children's 
Home and Aid Society of Illi-
nois for the past 11 years with 
its Snug Hugs for Kids pro-
gram. This year, the Wheeling 
shop got involved in the pro-
gram. Michael Seagraves, the 
owner and operator of the 
Wheeling store, said the com-
munity has responded to the 
program. 

"I get people from the wait-
ing room that come back a day 
or two later with donations," 
he said. "I got a call this 
morning from a woman who 
(later) came by and made a do-
nation of about 10 coats." 

Seagraves said the shop 
being closed for two years be-
fore it reopened in July has 

nations that came in this sea-
son. Girl Scout Troop 2429 of 
Northbrook donated 30 pairs 
of wrapped gloves and mit-
tens, each with a handmade 
card attached. Another woman 
came in with brand-new coats 
she bought at Kohl's for 75 
percent off, driving to Merlin 
right from the store. 

"These people made my 
day," Seagraves said. "It's 
pretty amazing that these peo-
ple went out of their way." 

Seagraves joined the cara-
van of Merlin vans this morn-
ing to the Children's Home 
and Aid Society of Illinois' 
Englewood and Viva centers 
in Chicago to drop off the do-
nations. 

America's Car Wash at 400 
N. Milwaukee Ave. is also col-
lecting warm clothes this sea-
son to help the Salvation 
Army. Mae Schwab, who co-
owns the car wash with her 
husband, Al, said the business 
tries to take part in many dif-
ferent charitable drives, espe-
cially during the holidays. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Local folks giving 
from their heart 

a • 

By CASEY MOFFITT not deterred people from mak- 
STAFF WRITEK ing donations. He was even 

/1' • JOD2 surprised by some of the do- 

• wing Continued from page 10 
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Dundee 
Road 
fence 
eye 
R 0/14ter mits 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

•fr'ence eyed 
fence. A total of 37 surveys 
were sent. 

Stavros could not provide 
an exact cost for the Dundee 
Road fence. His estimates, 
which,  are about a year old, 
showed a single-sided wooden 
fence costing $232,000 and a 
concrete fence costing 
$266,000. 

TrUstees are split on which 
material to use. 

"The residents have spo-
ken," Trustee Dean Argiris'  
said. "They said they want a 
concrete fence as high as it 
can be." 

Trustee Michael Horcher 
said he liked concrete, too, be- 
Lnuac save the village 
money in maintenance costs. 

"We try to help out when-
ever possible," she said. "We 
do as much for the commu-
nity as we can." 

Schwab said making dona-
tions at the carwash is easy; 
because the Salvation Army 
bin is outside the building and 
people can stop by at any time 
to make their donations. 
Schwab said somebody from 
the Salvation Army stops by 
to pick up the donations and 
did not know how well the col-
lections were coming in. 

"Hopefully, people are stop-
ping by after hours or to and 
from work," she said. 

Stasek Chevrolet is collect-
ing toys with the village for 
the annual Toys for Tots 
drive. 

While not all business are 
conducting donation drives, 
they are still trying to help in 
the community. Buca di 

Beppo restaurant is hosting a 
special VIP event Dec. 17 to 
celebrate the publication of its 
new cook book, "Into the 
Sauce: From Our Cucina to 
Your Kitchen." The event will 
help the Wheeling/Prospect 
Heights Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry's 
scholarship fund. 

Jim Klene, manager of Buca 
di Beppo, said executive chef 
Vittorio Renda will present a 
cooking demonstration and 
wine tasting Tuesday evening 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
restaurant. Those attending 
will get the chance to sample 
signature dishes and wines 
chosen by Renda, a native of 
Italy. The event costs $40, 
which includes the food and a 
copy of "Into the Sauce." Res-
ervations must by made by 
Dec. 15 by calling (847) 
808-9898. 

Continued from page 11 

Trustee Patrick Horcher said 
he liked the wooden fence be-
cause it cost less to build. And 
Village President Greg Kla-
tecki said he preferred wood 
in order to be consistent with 
the Elmhurst Road fence. 

"If every neighborhood has 
a say on the type of fence, we 
won't have uniform fences," 
Klatecki said. 

Trustees did not make a 
final decision on what type of 
fence to build or even to build 
one at all. Money has not been 
budgeted for the project this 
year, and the decision to fund 
it next year will come up in 
budget hearings this winter. 

"It all comes down to the 
budget," Klatecki said. "It 
could get cul." 
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Santa and Mrs. Claus 11111 
brought much cheer to 
Wheeling's Festival of 
Lights Sunday. 

• 

More property targeted on Milwaukee 

• 

By CASEY MOFFI1T 
STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Village Board made 
progress on its promise to clean up 
Milwaukee Avenue by passing mea-
sures to demolish some buildings and 
purchase property along one of the vil-
lage's busiest thoroughfares. 

At its Dec. 23 meeting, the board ac-
cepted a bid from Albrecht Enterprises 
of Des Plaines to demolish the build-
ings at 312, 400 and 432 S. Milwaukee 
Ave. at a total cost of $78,488. The 
demolition will be paid with money 
from the tax increment financing 
fund, which is often used to buy prop-
erties that don't fit current or future 
development plans. 

The board also elected to use 
$650,000 in TIF money to purchase 
properties at 635. 647 and 667 S. Mil-
waukee Ave. at a total cost of $650,000. 

Board members say the plan is to 

purchase and raze buildings along Mil-
waukee Avenue in order to put parcels 
together for redevelopment. Many of 
the properties along the avenue are 
too small for any significant develop-
ment to occur on each one individu-
ally. 

"We're trying to consolidate smaller 
properties on Milwaukee Avenue," Vil-
lage President Greg Klatecki said. 
"Let's say someone wants to build a 
restaurant. Well, they can't put one 
there because there isn't enough 
room." 

William Whitmer, Wheeling's eco-
nomic -development director, said the 
village has been approached by many 
different developers looking to build 
on Milwaukee Avenue. Those develop-
ers, he said, need larger parcels to 
meet their needs. 

Whitmer said developers have diffi-
culty designing a development that 
can accommodate a large enough 
building with proper access and ade- 

quate parking on many of those lots, 
especially when trying to meet setback 
requirements. 

"When you put all these things to-
gether, it's difficult to solve with (a 
site) less than an acre," he said. 

The properties set to be demolished 
are already owned by the village. The 
sites were used for town homes, a vet-
erinarian's office and a gas station. 
There are no specific redevelopment 
plans at this point for those properties. 

Trustee Dean Argiris said the demo-
lition project will help in getting rid of 
some blighted properties and help in 
the redevelopment plan. 

"Right now it's a hodgepodge over 
there," he said. "We're trying to put 
parcels together to do something nice. 
We're trying to create parcels that are 
buildable." 

Whitmer said Milwaukee Avenue re-
mains a popular spot for those looking 
to build. 

"We get a lot of interest on Milwau- 

kee Avenue," he said. "People come to 
the community and say they want to 
operate there. The traffic counts are 
good, and the cluster of activity that's 
there already is significant enough to 
make it desirable for developers." 

The properties to be purchased are 
across the street from the residential 
Astor Place development being built 
on the former Wheeling Nursery prop-
erty. Those properties include a used 
car lot, some residential buildings and 
an overhead door company. 

Whitmer said the village plans to 
raze the buildings and create open 
space, giving people access to the 
Cook County Forest Preserve and the 
Des Plaines River. Some of the proper-
ties also are prone to flooding. 

"With the spring thaw and any pre-
cipitation, those properties are a risk 
to flooding," he said. "It's makes a lot 
of sense to keep it open." 

The open space would also be a nice 
amenity to residents moving into 
Astor Place, Whitmer said. Argiris said 
he was pleased to purchase those prop-
erties and clean them up. 

"We're going to get rid of them," he 
said. "Who wants to move across the 
street and look at used car lots?" 

Klatecki said the village still wants 
to purchase one piece of property sit-
ting in between the lots it agreed to 
buy. The process went smoothly to get 
those properties, he said, since the 
owner approached the village. 

"The owner came to us and said he 
was willing to sell. So we sat down and 
negotiated with him," he said. 
"Usually, it's a dog fight for us." 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann said it's al-
ways easier when property owners are 
willing to sell, especially since the vil-
lage is trying so hard to improve some 
areas along Milwaukee Avenue. 

"We are being aggressive, there's no 
doubt about that," he said. "This is 
something that is a natural pro-
gression. But it's really nice to be able 
to work out deals with some of these 
owners." 

Whitmer said cleaning up Milwau-
kee Avenue should help change peo-
ple's perception of the village. 

"Milwaukee Avenue is a busy thor-
oughfare," he said. "A lot of people get 
an impression of Wheeling based on 
what's there. It's real important to 
clean it up." 
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BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's plans to upgrade 
its image through redevelop-
ment can't succeed without 
enforcement. 

A yearlong comprehensive 
planning process will soon 
produce a finished blueprint 
for the village's future, and a 
new addition to Wheeling's 
planning department will help 
give that document meaning. 

The village has filled its 
long-vacant assistant Village 
planner position by hiring 
Elmhurst nativt. Clare Sloan. 

Village Planner Jeff Harris 
says Sloan will help administer 

tpd a E , a comprehensive land-use 

plan designed to guide the 
future growth of the village. 

"A day doesn't go by when I 
don't speak to two or three 
developers who want to do 
projects in the village," Harris 
said. "We are the capital staff 
for developers to learn if they 
have a project the village 
would want." 

Most people know little 
about what a village planner 
does, but the planning staff 
serves as the first filter for 
building proposals, Harris 
said. 

The assistant planning posi-
tion has been vacant for more 
than four years, but a redevel-
opment process begun last 
January has increased Wheel- 

ing's planning activity. 
"It's more than just looking at 

a colored map and comparing 
the uses," Harris said of the 
coded map that outlines indus-
trial, residential and other zon-
ing areas in Wheeling. 

"We take a look at the docu-
mentation, what the village has 
said they want, and help the 
developers make a decision 
whether they want to pursue 
it," Harris said. "There are obvi-
ous examples, such as, no one 
is going to want to let a devel-
oper put a Seven-11 in the mid-
dle of a residential subdivi-
sion." 

Hired Nov. 22, Sloan has 
joined Harris in working with 
developers. She will also help 
report to the plan commission, 
which makes recommenda-
tions to the village board on 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

q - el_59 
The Wheeling Public Works 

Department is better prepared 
than ever to clear the streets 
during bad winter weather. 

This fall, a new salt storage 
bin was built that allows the 
department to store twice as 
much salt as it has been able 
to stockpile in the past. 
Streets supervisor Jeff Kopper 
said the village will not have 
to worry about running out of 
salt. 

"There were a few instances 
the p,,st. three  or four ,years 

where we almost ran out," he 
said. 

Some clays, the department 
would take in a shipment of 
salt and immediately put it on 
the roads. With the new 
25,500-cubic-foot bin, the de-
partment can store about 700 
tons of salt. Kopper said an-
other bin is proposed to be 
built next year, allowing the 
department to store another 
700 tons. Last year, the village 

"A day doesn't go by when I 

don't speak to two or three 

developers who want to do 

projects in the village. We 

are the capital staff for 

developers to learn if they 

have a project the village 

would want" 

Village Planner Jeff Harris 

developments. 
Sloan is a recent graduate of 

the University of Illinois at 
Champaign and holds a degree 
in regional and urban plan-
ning. While in Champaign, she 
participated in planning a resi- 

was only able to keep 300 tons 
on hand. 

"We only use about 1,800 to 
2,000 tons each year," Kopper 
said. "We're going to have a 
smoother and better opera-
tion." 

Kopper said the lack of stor-
age, and the fact the village 
has to wait seven days for a 
shipment, have put the de-
partment in precarious situa-
tions where it has come very 
close to running out of salt. 

"I've called my supplier'and 
literally begged him for a 
truckload or two before he's 
required to ship it," he said. 
"We've survived due to his 
generosity and luck." 

Generosity and luck are two 
things Kopper said he does 
not want to depend on in 
order to get the streets cleared 
of snow and ice. 

"This has been a long time 
in the waiting," Kopper said of 
the new storage. "It's finally 
happened, and it turned out 
really nice." 
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Wheeling hires assistant village planner 
Clare Sloan has eye on town's growth 



Noise near Palwaukee down, but not for long 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer ) 0  

The number of planes thundering 
aver homes from Palwaukee Munic-
ipal Airport last year reached their 
lowest point in almost a decade, air-
port officials said this week 

The news is probably music to the 
ears of homeowners in Wheeling, 
Mount Prospect and Prospect 
Heights who live in the airport's flight 
paths. 

However, airport leaders caution 
residents they shouldn't grow accus-
tomed to skies made friendlier in 
2002 by a sagging economy and air-
port construction. 

A major project closed a Palwau-
kee runway on weekends for seven 4.  months last year, but the widening of 
the runway used by the airport's jets 
and noisier planes is now complete, 
said Airport Manager Dennis 
Rouleau. 

"I think the residents who live off 
the end of the runway had an enjoy- 

able summer without having jet traf-
fic on Saturdays and some on 
Sundays," Rouleau said. "We have 
that runway back open now since 
November."  

Complaints over airport noise had 
clipped as flight operations topped 
out at 164,890 in 2002, airport officials 
said. 

Flights were down about 7,200 
from the 172,110 arrivals and depar-
tures in 2001, while they were down 
about 15,100 from the 180,000 ffights 
the year before the economic reces-
sion began to slow leisure and 
corporate air traffic. 

"I'm getting reports back from sev-
eral different areas that it has been 
quieter this past year and people 
would like that to continue," said 
Warren Sunde, chairman of the Citi-
zens for Airport Safety and 
Environment. The resident action 
committee, known as CASE, has long 
fought against Palwaukee noise. 

"People in the area are happy and 
would like to keep it this way, but  

unfortunately they can't," Sunde said. 
Airport officials suspect that Pal-

waukee traffic last year would have 
matched 2001 levels if not for con-
struction, and that ffights could hit 
that 170,000 mark again this year. 

One factor that could decrease 
noise from flights in 2003 is the depar-
ture'of a major corporate tenant that 
was a frequent flier at Palwaukee, 
Rouleau said. Prospect Heights offi-
cials identified the tenant as WW. 
Granger Inc., a company Rouleau 
said was "largely airport friendly" 

The company had rid itself of an 
old loud jet and had replaced it with 
quieter planes that burned less fuel. 

Airport officials stress that the com-
munity-based Palwaukee Airport 
Community Engagement Committee 
continues to seek ways to decrease 
noise and improve the relationship 
between Palwaukee and its neigh-
bors. 

Residents with noise complaints 
should call the noise hotline, (847) 
537-2580, Ext. 159. 

Are dogs greater risk 
than board says? 

To the editor: On Monday, the 
Wheeling village board put 
plans on hold for a day-care 
center pending a review of prior 
testimony from the woman's 
neighbor that he has dogs that 
are known to bite. 

Last month, the board gave a 
preliminary go-ahead on the 
day care, providing she built a 6-
foot fence to protect the chil-
dren from the dogs. Now, they 
are trying to decide if she 
should build an 8-foot fence, or 
if it's even safe to locate a day 
care center near the dogs. 

Why doesn't the village board 
ask themselves what measures 

Candidates start filing in 7— -'-8  

Monday was the first day candidates running for local elec-
tions April.. 1 could file their nominating petitions. Those 
seeking a seat on different governing bodies have until Jan. 
21 to 

All three incumbents on the Wheeling Village Board —
Judy Abruscato, Robert Heer and Patrick Horcher — filed pe-
titions. Plan commissioners Ken Brady

.
' and Pam Dorband 

alto fiiru. • s. 

The only people to fileTetitions,Mondiy as candidates for 
the Wheeling Elementary School District 21 Board were the 
three incumbents, Ellen Clark, Pamela . Becker-Dean and 
Larry Krulewich. Three seats on the board are up for election. 

Five candidates filed Monday for the High School District 
214 Board of Education. They are incumbents, Alva Kreutzer 
of Elk Grove Village, Robert Zimmanck, Bill Dussling and 
Stan Eisenhammer, all of Arlington Heights, and Art Gol-
lberg of Mount Prospect. - 

Kreutzer, Zimmanck and Dussling are seeking re-election 
to three, four-year-terms on the board. Eisenhammer and 
Gollberg are vying for the sole two-year term. 

Three seats are open on the Wheeling Park Board this year. 
Two incumbents, Dennis Drake and Cheri Klumpp, have 
filed petitions. Other candidates who have filed are William 
Hein, Jonathan Kolssak and Keith Pecka. Incumbent Bill 
Mattes had yet to file before press time. 

Five people filed Monday for the three contested seats on 
the Harper College Board of Trustees. ' 

Incumbent Trustees Leon Shure of Buffalo Grove and Bar-
bara Barton of Palatine filed their petitions at 8 a.m. Monday 
along with William Kelley of Schaumburg, Matt Murphy of 
'Palatine and Ryan Mahoney of Palatine. 

Because all five candidates filed at the earliest possible 
time Monday, their names will be entered in a lottery to de-
termine their position on the ballot. The' lottery will be held 
Jan. 23. ,1 • ' ;• 

Incumbent Trustee Patrick Botterman of Arlington 
Heights, whose seat is also contested, had not filed Monday. 
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the man should take to protect 
all his neighbors and the poten-
tial day care center from the 
dogs? Are they only a danger to 
children in day care? 

Cherryl M. Crouch 
Arlington Heights 

A a) 

Wheeling ethics code should get full discussion 

• 
To the editor: It is entirely 

proper that there be a full and 
thorough discussion of the pro-
posed changes to Wheeling's 
ethics ordinance. 

After all, no one would argue 
that the integrity and honesty 
of our elected and appointed 
officials, as well as of our pro-
fessional staff, are not of vital 
importance. 

However, it is inappropriate 
and harmful to dredge up 
events that took place decades 
ago and use them to imply that 
in looking to streamline and 
improve the ethics ordinance, 
our trustees are acting improp-
erly. Unfortunately, this is 
exactly the tactic a former vil-
lage president employed in her 

Neighbor Fencepost 
Contact us at (847) 427-4580 
or neighborlet@dailyherald.com  

effort to thwart such changes. 
Wheeling trustees have pro-

posed that Wheeling adopt the 
state's ethics code and that any 
alleged violations of the code 
be investigated and judged by 
the state's ethics board. 

This code has been adopted 
by many municipalities in the 
state and has been refined and 
improved through the efforts of 
many groups over the years. It 
is constantly reviewed to make 
sure it works the way it should. 

The Wheeling ethics code 
was designed before the state 
code existed and was an 
important advance for our vil-
lage, but it is very difficult and 
expensive for a single munici-
pality to maintain an up-to-
date, effective code on its own. 

Further, the Wheeling ethics 
code has two flaws that I con-
sider to be so serious as to ren-
der the whole process of ethics 
investigation under the code 
suspect. 

First, the body that hears 
allegations of ethics code viola-
tions in Wheeling is a commis-
sion made up of citizens 
appointed by the village presi-
dent and approved by the 
board of trustees. 

Essentially, commissioners 
serve at the pleasure of the 
president and trustees. How 
can these people be expected 
to be impartial judges in any 
case that involves those elected 
officials? 

Folks with such ties would 
never be allowed to serve on a 
jury anywhere in our country. 

Second, even if one believes 
that such connections would 
not impair the judgment of our 
commissioners, the hearing 
process raises another bar. In a 
court of law the judge instructs 
jurors on the law and rules on 
procedural matters so that the 
jury does not hear improper 
information and to ensure due 
process. 

The Wheeling ethics com-
missioners receive no such 
impartial guidance. Matters 
that arise under the ethics code 
can be highly technical and 
complex. In the past, the vil-
lage's attorney, subject to the 
code himself and hired by the 
board of trustees, advised the 
commission. 

This is another clear conflict 
and flaw of the ordinance. In 
short, the Wheeling ethics ordi-
nance has such serious prob-
lems that adopting the state's 
code — which has been written 
and accepted by a wide range of 
experts and communities, and 
having that code enforced by 

people with no ties to Wheeling 
officials and employees —
would clearly be the best way to 
ensure the confidence of the cit-
izens of Wheeling. 

Steven Boime 
Wheeling 
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This memorial plaque, which includes one of slain police officer Kenneth Dawson's sketches, hangs in the Wheeling Po-
lice Department. 

Strickland 

Decision stuns Wheeling cops 
Ryan a 'liar' in 
issuing blanket 
commutations 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

d0f. :67  
Members of the Wheeling Police De-

partment are still reeling from then-
Gov. George Ryan's decision to com-
mute the sentences of 164 death-row 
inmates to life in prison without pa-
role. 

One of those inmates, Tyrone 
Strickland, was convicted of murder-
ing Wheeling police officer Kenneth 

Dawson on Nov. 5, 
1985, as Dawson re-
sponded to a burglary 
call on Cleo Court in 
the village. 

Wheeling police of-
ficer Joseph Dawson, 
the nephew of Ken-
neth Dawson, said he 
was "surprised" by 

Ryan's decision, especially after Ryan 
told victims' families that he was not 
going to issue blanket commutation. 

"When he met with the families, he 
looked us straight in the eye and said 
he thought we'd be happy with his de-
cision," Dawson said. "He listened to 
everybody's story and led us to believe 
that he wasn't going to do it." 

In an overnight letter sent to vic-
tims' families that arrived only a few 
hours before his speech Saturday, 
Ryan acknowledged his change of 
heart. 

"I have said that blanket commuta-
tion was an option, on the front 
burner, the back burner and out of 
consideration," Ryan's letter read. "I 
realize I have contradicted myself on 
the issue of blanket commutation. ... I 
believe public officials should always 
reserve the right to change their 
minds — especially if it is in the best 
interest of the public." 

That explanation does not sit well 
with Dawson. 

."He said he was going to >yeview on a 
case-by-case basis," Dawson said. "I 
don't think he did. He's a liar." 

Sense of betrayal 
Dawson said his colleagues at the 

department are "all hot" about Ryan's 
decision. Dawson said he personally 
feels a sense of betrayal and doesn't 
like the message Ryan sent to those 
who might be willing to kill another 
police officer. 

"It's inexcusable," Dawson said. 
"It's a blow to everyone who goes out 
and fights the good fight every day." 

Wheeling police Sgt. William Stutz-
man, the first officer at the scene 
where Kenneth Dawson was killed, 
said Ryan's decision is an insult to 
every police officer. 

"As police officers, we don,'t get in-
volved in politics, but we do uphold 
the system," he said. "It's truly a slap 
in the face, and it shows a complete 
disregard for what we do." 

Stutzman said he was always skepti-
cal of Ryan's motives when the clem-
ency hearings in front of the Prisoner 
Review Board were requested. He said 
he always believed Ryan was going to 
grant the blanket commutation to 
"take the spotlight away" from his 
own scandal during his tenure as sec- 

retary of state. Ryan denied that such 
motives played any sole in his deci-
sion. 

Stutzman is particularly disap-
pointed since the question of Strick-
lr:id's guilt is not in question. 

"I can't speak for every case, but the 
problems (Ryan) talked about were not 
present in this case," Stutzman said. 
"There is no question, yet (Ryan) does 
what he did because somebody was ac-
cused unjustly." 

Strickland himself testified at trial 
that he shot Kenneth Dawson. Strick-
land has never recanted his testimony. 

"This is an open wound that's ever-
present," Dawson said. 

Killer's defense 
Robert Markfield, the attorney from 

the Office of the State's Appellate De-
fender who represented Strickland at 
his clemency hearing in October, said 
Ryan's decision was equitable. Strick-
land's clemency petition stated that 
the death-row inmate was suicidal and 
on psychotropic drugs during his trial. 
The petition argued that Strickland's  

mental health should have been used 
as a mitigating factor during sentenc-
ing. 

"I believe, based on the residual 
doubts, that commutation of the death 
penalty is a fair disposition," Mark-
field said. 

In his speech given in the Lincoln 
Hall at the Northwestern University 
School of Law in Chicago Saturday, 
Ryan called the state's capital punish-
ment system "broken." He said he 
may never feel comfortable about his 
final decision, but he did his very best 
in making it. 

"Our capital system is haunted by 
the demon of error — error 4in deter-
mining guilt and error in determining 
who among the guilty deserves to die," 
Ryan said. "Because of all these rea-
sons, today I am commuting the sen-
tences of all death row inmates." 

Ryan pointed to the 17 exonerated 
death-row inmates as part of his rea-
soning behind the blanket commuta-
tion. He also argued that the death 
penalty is administered through arbi-
trary means. Ryan said all 102 state's 

(Continued on page 9) 

attorneys decide whether to 
pursue the death penalty for 
those charged with first-de-
gree murder without any. set 
standards. 11c.. said those con-
victed of first-degree murder 
are five times more likely to 
receive the death penalty in 
rural areas than in Cook 
County. lie also questioned 
the roles ef reyerty and race 
in the admil!i -zi ration of the 
death penally. 

"The facts 1 have seen in re-
viewing each and every one of 
these cases raised questions 
not only ahca It the innocence 
of people (II '1,̀ :1th row, but 
about the hill],  of the death 
penalty sv .1-171 as a whole," 
he said. .1 f th- system was, 
making so many errors in del' 
termining whether someone 
was guilty in the first place, 
how fairly and accurately was 
it in determining which guilty 
defendants deserved to live 
and which deserved to die?". 

Dawson said that is not rea- •  

son enough to grant the blan-
ket commutation. He argued 
that sentencing for other 
crimes is not standardized ei-
ther, and he asked why the 
sentence of death should be 
any different. 

"There is no reason for a 
judge if everything is. written 
out," Dawson said. 

Ryan also expresSed his 
frustration with the General 
Assembly, which did not act 
on any of the 85 reforms rec-
ommended by his Commis-
sion on Capital Punishment. 
He said he tried three times to 
get the legislature to act, but it 
did nothing. 

Ryan said if the General As-
sembly had passed the re-

r forms, it may have changed 
the outcome of his decision. 

"I don't know why legisla-
tors could not heed the rising 
voices of reform," he said. "I 
don't know how many more 
systemic flaws we needed to 
uncover before they would be  

spurred to action." ' 
Cook County State's Attor-

ney Lick Devine called on 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich and the 
new assembly the day after 
Ryan made his announcement 
to act on the death penalty 
legislation in its spring ses-
sion. 

Devine said the current sys-
tem is broken, and the new 
legislature must decide if it 
wants to repeal the death pen-
alty or reform it. Ryan placed 
a moratorium on executions 
three years ago after 13 death-
row inmates had been found 
innocent. He then called for 
the Illinois Prisoner Review 
Board to grant hearings to all 
who had been sentenced to 
death for their crimes. 

After the board reviewed all 
those cases and sent their con-
fidential recommendations to 
him, Ryan announced his de-
cision, after "three years of 
education, consultation, ad-
vice and agony." 

TIF "reasonable" to District 21 / 
• School districts are never excited to see the establishment 
of new tax increment financing districts, but Gary Mical, 
Wheeling Elementary School District 21 superintendent, 
called the proposed North Milwaukee Avenue TIP District a 
reasonable plan. 

The amount of tax dollars going to governing bodies from 
any TIF district is frozen during the duration of the TIF. That 
means District 21 will not see any new tax dollars from the 
North Milwaukee Avenue TIF Districtlor 23 years. 

Property owners still pay the full amount of tax dollars, but 
the increase after redevelopment.  or increment — is put 
into a special fund. That money is typically used to pay for in-
frastructure improvements or land acquisition. 

Mical said the school district receives very little in taxes 
from the proposed area, and he agreed the new TIF district 
will help spur redevelopment in the area. Although the 
school district will lose out monetarily from the TIF's cre-
ation, Mical agreed the windfall at the end of the TIF will be 
significant. 

Mical also had some good news about the TIF. He said the 
district would be compensated if there ate any new students 
entering school from new development in the TIF. Mical said 
he expects the compensation would, equal the district's per-
pupil expenditure from each new student who moves into the 
TIF district. That money would come from the TIF fund. 

"Although new TIF districts are never desirable for a 
school diWict, it's a reasonable proposition for us," Mical told 
the District 21 School Board. 

It is expected an ordinance to create the new TIF district 
will be given to the Wheeling Village' Board at its Jan. 27 
meeting. 



Fremont Elementary District 79 
(Three 4-year terms) 
Eileen LeFevre 
Sandra Bickley 
Kevin R. Petschow 
Paul Friedman 

Stevenson High School District 125 

(Four 4-year terms) 
Bruce Lubin* 
Lester J. Raff" 
Diane Holder" 
Terry C. Moons* 

College of Lake County District 532 

Park districts 
Arlington Heights Park District 
(Three 4-year terms) 
Andrew Bennett 
Andrea Mahalek 
Robert J. Nefvacil 

Buffalo Grove Park District 
(Three 4-year terms) 
Richard Drainer 
Martha Weiss" 
Larry Reiner" 

(Three 4-year terms) 
Ellen Clark" 
Pamela Becker Dean* 
Katherine M. Edmonds 
Larry Krulewich* 
Stacey P. Horcher 

Prospect Heights District 23 

(Four 4-year terms) 
Linda Birnbaum* 
Balwinder S. Girn 
Kathy Gregg 
Bonnie Innocentini 
Thomas D. Klingner 
Beth Murphy* 

Shopping center developers ask I 
EY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

I 40 
An upscale shopping center 

proposed for Milwaukee Avenue 
was supposed to be just what 
Wheeling needed to help 
improve its image. 

Now, the center's developers 
will find out just how badly the 
village wants the project. 

An agent for the proposed 
Petersburg  Place has asked the  

village for $625,000 in tax financ-
ing help for a plaza that is sup-
posed to attract a higher caliber 
of tenants than a normal "spec" 
strip mall. 

The developers want to build a 
12-store center at 199-145 N. Mil-
waukee Ave. to attract a jeweler 
and vendors of the caliber of 
Caribou Coffee and Haagen-
Dazs. The Wheeling Plan Com-
mission unanimously recom- 
mended approval as a way to cre- _  

Home delivery: 427-4333 
Need a back issue: 427-4733 
Classified/want ads: 427-4444; wantadspdailyherald.com  

ate a new shopping destination 
from a mish mash of troubled 
properties. 

However, Village Manager Wal-
lace "Wally" Douthwaite sent a 
memo to trustees saying he is 
unwilling to recommend incen-
tives for a project seeking help 
only in the final stages of the 
approval process. "It has pro- 

not succeed without the incen- back into improving the pro 

ceeded on its own, with no repre- 
sentation 

 

ii Netv tip hotline 
that the project would 

live," Douthwaite said. 
Money for the $625,000 in 

incentives would come fr,  
funds in a tax increment film 
ing district set up in the 19 
surrounding the mall site. In 
TIF district, the taxes a prop, 
owner pays to schools and of 
taxing bodies are frozen at a 
cific amount, and any tax va 
ti on over the y ears that lift ti 
above that amount is funny 

Display ads: 427-4624; 
sales@dailyherald.com  
Main switchboard: 427-4300. 
Missing paper? Call by 9 a.m., 427-4333. 

News tips 
General Newsroom 

(8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.): 427-4514; 
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District 21 provides plan 
behind tax increase request 

Plan: District would phase in increase over two year 

BY JAMES FULLER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

All that's left now is the promoting 
and the voting. 

The Wheeling Township Elemen-
tary District 21 school board 
unanimously approved the place- 
ment of a 50 cent per $100 of 
assessed valuation tax increase on 
April 1 election ballots Thursday 
night. 

If approved by voters, the money 
would end deficit spending by the 
district. The district now faces a $9 
million shortfall. Without the tax  

increase, board members said, 
teaching positions and programs will 
be gouged out to reduce spending. 

Such cuts already discsed 
include raising student fees, slashing 
nearly 84 teaching positions over 
three years and stuffing as many as 
35 children into classrooms. The plan 
for spending cuts in event of a failed 
tax increase will be finalized in 
March. 

The board will likely approve some 
form of a spending reduction plan 
regardless of the tax increases' fate. 

See PLAN onMGE 12 

Continued from Page 1 

However, the cuts would only be 
fat trimming if the tax increase 
passes. More money would allow the 
district to build and create more pro-
grams parents want such as foreign 
languages, the board said. 

"This is all about how we provide 
quality education," said board 
member Arlen Gould'about the tax 
increase. 

"The dollars are the dollars. With-
out an increase or a reduction in 
some areas we won't be able to pro-
vide quality education. 

"We've hit the end of the line finan-
cially," he continued. "The party is 
over." 

If successful, the school board will 
look:-to phase in the tax increase. 
Plans for a two and three-year phase- 

in are on the table. 
A three-year phase-in would have 

a $243 impact for the owner of a 
$200,000 home in the first year. That's 
in addition to the $100 increase that 
same homeowner will feel for the 
amount already levied by the district 
in December. 

There would be no increase in the 
second year. The final year would 
have a $104 impact on the same 
home. 

A two-year phase-in would ratchet  

tax bills up $174 for a $200,000 hot 
each of the two years. 

Board members said the 50-cc 
tax increase would be enough to r 
only maintain, but improve the qu, 
ity of the district. Another t 
increase would not be necessa 
until early in the next decade, bard 
any troublesome state or fedei 
mandates, board members said. 

The last tax increase for the distil 
was 14 years ago, and passed ow 
whelmingly. 

Wheeling panel wraps up plan for future 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

(2,1"%-) g G.) C:)3' 
Wheeling planners Thursday gave 

their final review of a plan for the vil-
lage's future before it goes public. 

Amid cautions about balancing 
vision with realism, plan commis-
sioners did more than a little 
tweaking in their first look at the 
comprehensive land-use document 
they have worked toward for the past 
year. 

The commissioners told consul-
tants with the Camiros firm the plan 
is still not specific enough in guar-
anteeing the future Wheeling will 
have more high-end housing. 

They also wanted to see built-in 
assurances for the transformation of 
the run-down North Wolf Road area 
and assurances for the realization of 
a town center that's is seen as the 
hallmark of the new Wheeling. _ 

The comprehensive plan — being 
redrafted in its entirety for the first 
time in decades —will be a blueprint 
for Wheeling's development for the 
next 20 years. 

"While we always try to promote 
single-family housing, it always 
seems to turn out that it's 'whatever's 
best for the developer' and that is 
multifamily," Commissioner Terry 
Steilen said. 

"You have to make this more 
restrictive." 

The comprehensive plan draft has 
too many areas labeled "mixed use" 
that would give developers too many 
options, Steilen and others said. 

The consultants told commis-
sioners they built flexibility into the 
plan to prevent redevelopment from 
being stymied. 

Wheeling is undertaking drastic 
changes to create a new municipal 
campus, a new town center and new  

mixes of retail and residential space 
where buildings already stand and 
where the infrastructure was not 
planned to support the develop-
ment, consultants said. 

If Wheelitig doesn't give develop-
ers options, they may choose to 
build elsewhere. Consultant William 
James asserted it's important that 
commissioners "balance vision with 
practicality and reality." 

"I think there is a lot of wishful 
thinking in this document," James 
said. "I think this is a group that 
wants to employ vision really more 
than any community we've worked 
with." 

"But I understand that if you don't 
try to get what you want, you may 
never get what you want," James 
added. "So I'm comfortable having 
things in here that might not be 
practical." 

Commissioners and village  

trustees suggested the village can 
accomplish many of its goals with 
property swaps and natural attrition. 

Aging industrial areas could fall 
into disuse and be transformed into 
housing, Trustee Dean Arigiris said. 

Consultants agreed to incorporate 
some "leaps of faith" into the plan. 
They agreed to add land use policies 
to develop a retail promenade on 
North Wolf Road, an innovative Her-
itage Farm Site south of Aptakisic 
Road and the potential for homes at 
the vacant Kmart on Dundee Road. 

In coming weeks, village officials 
plan to deposit copies of the revised 
draft at village hall, libraries and 
other locations to give residents a 
chance to see the proposal for the 
new Wheeling. 

The plan commission will later 
receive feedback on the plan at a 
public hearing before sending it to 
trustees for final approval. 

Meet the candidates / - 

Here are the names of all those who have filed petitions of candidacy. An asterisk indicates an incumbent. 
Tuesday was the last day for people seeking election to local offices to file petitions to gain a spot on the April 1 ballot 

Aptakisic-Tripp District 102  

Municipalities
Prospect Heights Park District

(Three 4-year terms) (Four 4-year terms)
Mindy Lehtman* John "Jack" Barrett* Buffalo Grove Village Board

Vicki Carney"
Jeffrey C. Newman* 
Ed Gildenberg 

MIIIIINIf Jean Spiegelhalter" Ellyn Ross 
(One 4-year term) Dan Pavlick* 
Elliott Hartstein" Northwest Suburban High School District 214 

Wheeling Park District (Three 4-year terms) 

(Three 4-year terms)
(Three 4-year terms) Robert Zimmanck* 
Keith R. Pecka William Dussling* 

Jeffrey Berman" Sheri Klumpp" Alva Kreutzer* 
R. Scott Bludom Dennis Drake* 
DeAnn Glover" Jonathan A. Kolssak (One 2-year term) 
Steve Trilling" William "Bill" Hein Art Gollberg 

Stan Eisenhammer* 
Long Grove Village Board 

Library districts  nom 
(Three 4-year terms)

Indian Trails Library District Joseph Barry* 
Christopher Borawski (Three 4-year terms) 
Susan Klein* Larry Cahall" 
Caroline D. Liebl Patricia Murray" 

(Two 6-year terms) 
Mary Tammen" 
Kathy Berman" 

School districts 
Wheeling Township District 21 
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Harper College  
(Three 6-year terms) 
Barbara Barton* 
William Kelley 
Ryan Mahoney 
Matt Murphy 
Leon Shure* 

Wheeling Village Board  

TIMIS 
(Three 4-year terms) 
Judy Abruscato* 
Kenneth R. Brady 
Pamela D, Dorband 
Robert J. Heer* 
Patrick A. Horcher* 
Steven "The Owl" Telow 

Prospect Heights Library District 
Diamond Lake Elementary District 76  

(Four 4-year terms) 
Rick Eggert 
Ron Carlson" 
Melissa B. Donaldson 
Cheryl M. Longfellow 
William A. Poetker 



Wheeling trustee invited to inauguration 
&lee ,13,atzielcHnrcher.missed the Jan. 13, Wheeling Vil-

lagek,:lkerd meeting so he could attend. Gov. Rod Blagoje- 
vich's inaugUration cererriony in SPringfield. ' - -  

Horcheli said he was surprised to get the invitation. He lob-
bies iii14pringfiitlfi !or the itijOifltriatm Byreaiii ,and said he 
suspectswa his lobbying the invited 
list.  

Horcher said he was 0/Indent that his position as Wheel-
ing trustee did not get him into the ceremony.  

'"It was an honor'  o be invited," he said. "If anyone gets in-
vited, I suggest they go." r. 

• Homeowners Continued from page 5 

Plan commission gets down to nitty-gritty 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

' 
The Wheeling Plan Commission is 

getting down to the fine details in for-
mulating a plan for the village's future 
development. 

Commission members said they are 
generally pleased with the draft com-
prehensive plan presented by consult- 
ing firm Camiros, Ltd. But they indi-go. 

cated at a meeting Jan. 16 that they 
were looking for more detail when it 
comes to designating how some areas 
will be developed and redeveloped. 

Commissioners want to see areas of 
the Horcher and Schwind properties 
in particular designated for single-
family homes, a change from a general 
label of "residential development" af-
fixed to the land by Camiros. The 
more specific designation would give  

the village more leverage getting sin-
gle-family homes built there. 

"Developers are going to do what's 
in their best interest and not ours," 
said Plan Commissioner Stuart Sha-
piro. "If we want to see single-family 
homes, then let's make it that in the 
plan." 

Commissioners also are seeking 
more specific redevelopment ideas for 
the Wolf and Dundee roads  intersec- 

tion, specifically the northeast corner, 
where they would like to see plans 
calling for a total redevelopment. Cam-
iros consultants suggested in Decem-
ber that the village improve the fa-
cades of the commercial area and 
beautify the apartment buildings 
there. 

Although commissioners asked for 
more specifics in some areas, they 

(Continued on page 9) 

asked for more flexibility in others. Commis-
sioners asked for more general designations at 
the Lake-Cook Road and Milwaukee Avenue 
intersection and the Simmerling Fence prop-
erty allowing for the possibility of building 
singfe-family homes in those areas. 

Developers are already working on multi-
family developments in both of those areas, 
but the commission wanted some flexibility if 
those projects fall through. 

Some commissioners also want to see more 
of an emphasis placed on more single-family 
homes that would attract second- or third-time 
buyers. 

"We need to have a place for the move-up 
market," Plan Commissioner Pam Dorband 
said. "We want people to stay in Wheeling. We 
need to give people a place to stay." 

Most of the draft plan was left untouched at  

the Jan. 16 meeting. Other aspects of the com-
prehensive plan include developing a new 
downtown area near the Metra train station 
south of Dundee Road that would include resi-
dential and commercial properties. 

The final adjustments to the plan will be 
made in the next few weeks, before a public 
hearing on the plan is held. The Village Board 
will have final say on the plan after the public 
hearing. The comprehensive plan is the defini-
tive development document for the village. 
This is the first time the village has overhauled 
the plan since the mid-I980s. 

Dorband said the yearlong review with Cam-
iros should result in significant improvement 
over the current plan. 

"I'm very impressed so far," Dorband said. 
"This is a very exciting process, and I think 
we've all learned a great deal." 

Homeowners will vote 
on school tax increase 

ture. The education fund pays 
for the school dktrict's daily 
operating ex oens,?s, including 
teacher salaries. 

The Board Finance Com-
mittee, made up of board 
members Pritzker, Gould, 
Krulewich and Ellen Clark, 
also is working on a cost-cut-
ting plan to eliminate the defi-
cits. The plan is based on the 
assumption that the referen-
dum will fail. It outlines ways 
to cut $9 million from the 
school budget over a three-
year period. The plan has not 
been Finalized, and committee 
members hope to get a work-
ing version together by 
March. 

However, it is clear any 
cost-cutting proposal will have 
to include cuts in teaching 

are proud dour programs.and 
our staff, but we do not simply 
want to maintain what we 
have. A great deal involves 
significantly improving our 
product, which is a quality ed-
ucation." 

The immediate impact of 
the tax increase, if it passes, is 
not yet clear. The board must 
decide whether it wants to 
phase in the increase over a 
period of years or ask for the 
entire increase at once. Super-
intendent Gary Mical said that 
decision should be made be-
fore the election. 

"If you move in (the phase-
in) direction, it will certainly 
be part of the campaign to the 
public," he said. 

Board member William 
Harrison agreed that the vot-
ers need to know the .tax im-
pact before they cast their bal-
lots. 

"In an honest relationship 
with the public, we need to 
make that decision," he said. 

The taxes on a home with a 
market value' of $200,000 will 
increase by $97.87 next . year 
without approval of the refer-
endum. If 50 cents is added to 
the tax rate next year, taxes 
on the same home will in, 
crease by $347.07. Taxes 
would not go up as high if the 
board decides to phase in the 
increase over a longer, period 
of time. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Voters in Wheeling Elementary School Dis-
trict 21 will have the final say April 1 on a pro-
posed tax increase that would boost revenue in 
the district's education fund. 

DISTRICT 21 

The School Board elected to put the question 
on the ballot during its Jan. 16 meeting, after 
the Board Finance Committee sent a recom-
mendation for a 50-cent increase to the tax 
rate. Such an increase would add nearly $350 
in taxes on a home with a $200,000 market 
value. 

Board members said the community has a 
choice: Either give more to the district or face 
painful cuts in programs. 

"We're not about to sit here and lay out a 
Draconian plan and then pull it back -if we fail 
(with the referendum) and say, 'Just kid-
ding,' " said Board President Phil Pritzker. 
"We can't sustain current programming be-
yond this year." 

Board member Arlen Gould also warned of 
painful cutbacks in staff and programs if vot-
ers don't support the referendum. 

"It will not be good for our children, it will 
not be good for our home values and it will not 
be good for our staff," he said. "With little help 
from the state and no help from the federal 
government, we are on our own." 

Board member Larry Krulewich pointed to 
feedback the district received during two state 
of the schools meetings held in October that  

shows how the community wants expanded 
programs for school children. But the district, 
already facing a $4.6 million deficit in its edu-
cation fund this school year, is in no financial 
shape to provide them. Asking voters to pay for 
more programs is the only way, he said. 

"The easiest thing for us to say is we don't 
want to be branded as people who won't raise 
taxes and make cuts," he said. "Let the people 
decide if they are willing to pay for programs. 
The only way to give you a chance to fund pro-
grams -is to put it on the ballot." 

Board members said the increase in taxes is 
needed, in part, because of the state-mandated 
tax cap. District 21 asked voters in 1989 for a 
tax increase that would have kept the district 
afloat fmancially, but tax cap laws imposed in 
1994 severely limited the district's ability to 
collect the same taxes that voters approved 
five years earlier. 

Besides the limited revenues the district re-
ceives, board members also pointed to rising 
costs in funding school operations. The district 
is anticipating a 15 percent to 20 percent in-
crease in health-care costs for staff. Other ris-
ing costs, like increases in transportation, are 
surpassing the amount the district can collect 
in property taxes. 

Board members also expressed fear that 
mandates laid out in the federal No Child Left 
Behind Act will require increased spending. 
The federal government, they said, is not pro-
viding additional funding to pay for those man-
dates. 

The district is facing a $4.6 million deficit in 
the education fund at the end of the current 
school year, with deficits increasing in the fu-

(Continued on page 12) 

"There's no mystery to 
where the expense side is (for 
the district)," Gould said. 
"About 85 percent of our 
budget, is salaries and bene-
fits." 

Even if the referendum, 
passes in April, Board Finance 
Committee members say their 
work will be expanded. It is 
the intent of the committee to 
continue to look at spending 
in the district to provide bet-
ter educational programs. 

"This is not made with the 
intention of keeping the sta-
tus quo," Pritzker said. "We 



Of 18 northwest suburban school districts surveyed, 11 opted to 
close their schools for Columbus Day, Veterans Day and King's 
Birthday and remain open on Lincoln's Birthday and Pulaski Day 
during the 2002-2003 school year. These districts included: 

CI Wheeling District 21 
❑ Arlington Heights District 25 

Cary District 26 
U Schaumburg District 54 
LI Mount Prospect District 57 

Elk Grove District 59 
Lake Zurich District 95 

0 High School District 211 (Palatine) 
Li High School District 214 (Arlington Heights) 
17 Barrington District 220 
LI Community District 300 (Carpentersville) 

Seven school districts in the northwest suburbs had a 2002-2003 
schedule that varied from the one listed above. Below are these 
districts, listed with the day or days of variance. 

U Fox River Grove District 3: closed Pulaski Day 
U Palatine District 15: open Veterans Day 
0 Prospect Heights District 23: open Columbus Day 

Kildeer District 96: closed Pulaski Day 
❑ Aptakisic-Tripp District 102: closed Pulaski Day 
Li Crystal Lake District 155: closed Pulaski Day 
0 Huntley District 158: open Veterans Day, closed Pulaski Day 

In addition, all•the schools were off for the federally mandated school 
holidays of Labor Day, Thanksgiving, winter break, President's Day 
and Memorial Day during the school year. 

Schools and state holidays 
The five state holidays of the 2002-2003 school year in which Illinois 

school districts could opt to stay open, per state approval, are Columbus 
Day (Oct. 14), Veterans Day (Nov. 11), Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday (Jan. 
20), Lincoln's Birthday (Feb. 12) and Casimir Pulaski Day (March 3). 

Dog issue causes board to pause on day care 
a fence," she said. "I wanted to make sure every-
body is protected." 

Trustee Dean Argiris also was disappointed with 
the way Kadukov answered the five questions re-
quired to apply for her permit. Anyone requesting a 
special-use permit must answer the questions, which 
are designed to make . ure the proposed use will not 
negatively impact the character of the neighbor- 
hood. Kadukov gave "yes" and "no" answers to the 
questions. 

"How can I sit up here and make a final decision 
without these answers?" Argiris asked. 

Argiris was even more critical toward village staff 
members and asked why they allowed Kadukov to 
submit such limited responses. 

Kadukov is the first Wheeling resident to ask for a 
home day care since the Village Board approved new 
regulations to the home day-care ordinance in No-
vember. Trustees limited the number of children al-
lowed to be cared for from 12 to eight and also Li- 
lowed for one assistant to be hired to help in the 
home. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

— 

The possibly dangerous mixture of dogs and chil-
dren prompted the Wheeling Village Board to delay 
a vote on a proposed home day-care center. 

Trustees tabled their final decision on whether Lo-
lita Kadukov, of 24 Redwood Terrace, can open her 
home day-care center when Kadukov appeared be-
fore the Village Board at its Jan. 13 meeting with a 
positive recommendation from the Plan Commission 
to run the service in her home. Some trustees were 
bothered by some of the information they received 
from the Plan Commission's meeting on the wom- 
an's request for a business license. 

Sheldon Aberman, who lives directly behind Ka-
dukov's home at 21 Willow Terrace, told plan com-
missioners that his dog has bitten someone in the 
past. Aberman said he supported Kadukov's busi-
ness, but he also expressed concerns about the chil-
dren sliding their hands through the 4-foot chain- 

link fence separating the two yards. Commissioners 
shared that concern and told Kadukov that she 
would need to erect a 6-foot stockade fence between 
the properties before the business can open. 

Trustees said they want to know more about Aber-
man's dog before they make their decision. 

"What happens if it gets loose?" asked Village 
President Greg Klatecki. "If the owner says it bites, to me, it's an accident waiting to happen." 

Macie Aberman, Sheldon Aberman's mother, lives 
with her son and said the dog is aging and has not 
bitten anyone in years. 

"I'm more concerned about other dogs in the 

Districts may cho 

neighborhood," she said. 

Aberman said she and her son went to the Plan 
Commission meeting because of the natural curios-
ity between children and dogs. They wanted to make 
sure there was separation between the two. 

"I know you can't let children poke their hands 
though a fence, and you can't let a dog poke through 

ose their own iiviikicv 

By KAREN SHOFFNER 
STAFF WRITER 

.q 3, 2003 
tting the day off from 

school in honor of certain his-
toric figures could become a 
thing of the past. 

State education officials 
would like local school dis-
tricts to have more say over 
whether they should be in ses-
sion on certain legal holidays. 
The holidays in question are 
those honoring Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., President Abra-
ham Lincoln, Casimir Pulaski, 
Christopher Columbus and 
veterans of foreign wars. 

Officials say the change is 
for the benefit of the schools. 

"The big thing is they're 
going through a paperwork 
process for something they'll 
get automatically," Lee 
Milner, spokesman for the Illi-
nois State Board of Education, 
said. 

And there are a lot of school 
districts automatically getting 
waivers for one or more of the 
five aforementioned man-
dated state holidays. Since 
1995, when the current waiver 
process began, 745, or nearly 
84 percent, of Illinois school 
districts have been granted re-
lief from some of them. 

From an educational point of view, it 
makes a lot of sense to stay in school and 
teach about these people. 7 

District 21 Board President Phil Pritzker 

ber of applicants seeking 
modifications for the first 
time. A total of 301 holiday pe-
titions have been approved 
since February, 2002, with 102 
districts submitting requests 
for the first time. 

More districts, 709 of them, 
received a waiver for Lincoln's 
Birthday than any other holi-
day, although they still ob-
serve his birthday on Presi-
dents' Day, a federal holiday. 
More than 500 districts were 
granted a waiver for Casimir 
Pulaski Day, recognized only 
in Illinois and celebrated the 
first Monday in March. 

About 30 percent of districts 
requested waivers for King 
Day in January and Columbus 
Day in October and 25 percent 
for Veterans' Day in Novem-
ber. 

Wheeling Elementary 
School District 21 has re-
ceived waivers to keep stu-
dents in school on Lincoln's 
Birthday and Pulaski Day. 
Board President Phil Pritzker 

Source: Web sites of school districts listed 

you had to let ... the teachers 
union know, and fill out how 
you would commemorate the 
(event) in school if you held 
school on the holiday," 
Kramer said. "The paperwork 
and the process were cum-
bersome." 

State Rep. Kathleen L. 
"Kay" Wojcik, R-56th, is an 
advocate for local control and 
would be in favor of giving 
more say to local school dis-
tricts and boards. 

"Local school boards know 

Pioneer Press / chc 

better what's good for their 
children. I think they have too 
many days off. Yes, I would 
vote for local school boards to 
make decisions for their chil-
dren," she said. 

State legislators are ex-
pected to consider the state 
education officials' proposal  
during the new legislative ses-
sion that began last week. 

— Staff writers Casey Mof 
fitt and Kimberly Fornek con 
tributed to this report. 

All school districts seeking said it makes sense to teach 
relief must agree to provide students about those people 
instruction about the individ- and their accomplishments in 
uals being honored in lieu of the classroom. 
observing the holidays. "It seems a bit odd to cele- 

According to a report from brate these people away from 
the State Board of Education, school," he said. "From an ed-
requests to use those days for ucational point of view, it 
purposes other than a holiday makes a lot of sense to stay in 
increased the most of any school and teach about these "It was paperwork, it was a 
waivers sought, both in the people. To students, a day off public hearing, you had to 
number of petitions for waiv- from school is just a day off post it in the newspaper so 
ers received and in the num- from school." many days before the hearing, 

Aptakisic-Tripp School Dis-
trict 102 will waive observance 
of Lincoln's Birthday but will 
observe Pulaski Day as a holi-
day March 3. Having the Mon-
day holiday works well with 
the district schedule. The 
Thursday and Friday of the 
previous week are parent-
teacher conference and 
teacher institute days. And 
Aptakisic eighth-graders visit 
Washington, D.C., the week-
end of Feb. 28 to March 2. 

"It makes a nice (three-day) 
weekend for families right 
after we have conferences and 
institute day," said Diane 
Holder, District 102 assistant 
superintendent for curriculum 
and instruction. 

For the first time, students 
in Kildeer-Countryside School 
District 96 will get President's 
Day off this year, but they 
have to attend school on Lin-
coln's Birthday. The district 
received a waiver to make the 
switch. The waiver is granted 
for five years, but school offi- 
cials can decide each year 
which day will be a nonatten-
dance day. 

Waiving the waiver process 
would save school districts 
some work, said Sharon 
Kramer, assistant superinten-
dent for curriculum and in-
struction in District 96. 
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Students spent an hour a 
week with Sgt. John Teevans of 

the Wheeling Police Department learning about drugs, 
what they do and how to deal with peer pressure. 

While the effectiveness of the DARE program is fre-
quently questioned, Principal John Patti said learning 
you don't have to do something just because others are 
doing it is a valuable lesson. 

"If it helps just one or two kids, it's worth it," Patti 
said. 

Fifth-grader Kevin Galanto receives his certificate for completing the 
semester-long DARE program at Booth Tarkington Elementary School in 
Wheeling Township Elementary District 21. 
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Fifth-grader Kevin Galanto receives his certificate for completing the 
semester-long DARE program at Booth Tarkington Elementary School in 
Wheeling Township Elementary District 21. 

Dog issue causes bo d 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER link fence separating the two yards. Commissioners 
shared that concern and told Kadukov that she 
would need to erect a 6-foot stockade The possibly dangerous mixture of dogs and chil- the  properties before the business can o

unce between 
open. dren prompted the Wheeling Village Board to delay

Trustees said the a vote on a proposed home day-care center 

ar to pau 

• 
stees tabled their final decision on whether Lo-

lita Kadukov, of 24 Redwood Terrace, can open her 
home day-care center when Kadukov appeared be-
fore the Village Board at its Jan. 13 meeting with a 
positive recommendation from the Plan Commission 
to run the service in her home. Some trustees were 
bothered by some of the information they received 
from the Plan Commission's meeting on the wom-
an's request for a business license. 

Sheldon Aberman, who lives directly behind Ka-
dukov's home at 21 Willow Terrace, told plan com-
missioners that his dog has bitten someone in the 
past. Aberman said he supported Kadukov's busi-
ness, but he also expressed concerns about the chil-
dren sliding their hands through the 4-foot chain- 

man's dog before they make their decision. 

"What happens if it gets loose?" asked Village 
President Greg Klatecki. "If the owner says it bites, 
to me, it's an accident waiting to happen." 

Macie Aberman, Sheldon Aberman's mother, lives 
with her son and said the dog is aging and has not 
bitten anyone in years. 

"I'm more concerned about other dogs in the 
neighborhood," she said. 

Aberman said she and her son went to the Plan 
Commission meeting because of the natural curios-
ity between children and dogs. They wanted to make 
sure there was separation between the two. 

"I know you can't let children poke their hands 
though a fence, and you can't let a dog poke through 

se on day care 
a fence," she said. "I wanted to make sure' every-body is protected." 

Trustee Dean Argiris also was disappointed with 
the way Kadukov answered the five questions re-
quired to apply for her permit. Anyone requesting a 
special-use permit must answer the questions, which 
are designed to make . ure the proposed use will not 
negatively impact the character of the neighbor-
hood. Kadukov gave "yes" and "no" answers to the questions. 

"How can I sit up here and make a final decision 
without these answers?" Argiris asked. 

Argiris was even more critical toward village staff 
members and asked why they allowed Kadukov to 
submit such limited responses. 

Kadukov is the first Wheeling resident to ask for a 
home day care since the Village Board approved new 
regulations to the home day-care ordinance in No-
vember. Trustees limited the number of children al-
lowed to be cared for from 12 to eight and also 

home. lowed for one assistant to be hired to help in the 

o xnow more about Aber- 

Districts may choose their own 
By KAREN SHOFFNER 

STAFF WRITER 

.q 3, 2003 
etting the day off from 

From an educational point of view, it 
makes a lot of sense to stay in school and 

ohni 14- 

Schools and state holidays 
The five state holidays of the 2002-2003 school year in which Illinois 

school districts could opt to stay open, per state approval, are Columbus 
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District 21 students graduate from drug resistance program 

Booth Tarkington Elementary School in Wheeling 
Township District 21 recently graduated 88 fifth-
graders in its latest DARE program class. 
. This year's Drug Abuse Resistance Education cere-

mony had a special element in guest speaker Tom 
Zbikowski, a star football player at Buffalo Grove High 

School. Zbikowski delivered a 
message of the uselessness of 
drugs and how they never help 
anyone succeed. 

Hundreds of students, par-
ents, police officers and teach-
ers were on hand to hear that 
message, an echo of the values 
instilled by the 16-week pro-
gram. 

Students spent an hour a 
week with Sgt. John Teevans of 

the Wheeling Police Department learning about drugs, 
what they do and how to deal with peer pressure. 

While the effectiveness of the DARE program is fre-
quently questioned, Principal John Patti said learning 
you don't have to do something just because others are 
doing it is a valuable lesson. 

"If it helps just one or two kids, it's worth it," Patti 
said. 

BY JAMES FULLER 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

"If it helps just one 

or two kids, it's 

worth it." 

John Patti, 
Booth Tarkington 

Elementary principal 



Mical explains budget woes 
By CASEY MoFFrrr 

STAFF WRITER 

Gary Mical, Mimi, superintendent 
of Wheeling Elementary 
School District 21, is wasting 
no time trying to educate the 
community about the dis-
trict's finances. 

DISTRICT 21 

Since the District 21 Board 
passed a measure to put a ref-
erendum to increase school 
taxes at its Jan. 16 meeting, 
Mical has spoken with parent-
teacher organizations at Long-
fellow and Twain elementary 
schools, as well as with the 
Wheeling Garden Club and 
Historical Society. 

On Monday, Mical went to 
the Pavilion Senior Center to 
address the Wheeling chapter 
of the AARP, where he 
showed a video outlining dis-
trict programs and fmances, 
and then took questions from 
the audience. 

"This is not a pitch," Mical 
told the chapter. "I'm not 
going to ask you to vote for 
the referendum on April 1. 
But I think it's important to 
give you the information." 

Although Mical said he was 
not asking for support on the 
referendum, he did talk about 
some of the consequences if it 
failed. He told seniors in order 
to balance the deficit in the 
education fund, the School 
Board will have to cut about 
$9 million in a two-year pe-
riod. The education fund is ex-
pected to run a a deficit of $4.6 
million by the end of the cur-
rent school year. 

"It's a phenomenal amount 
of money," he said. "It's going 
to mean a lot of job losses, it's 
going to impact children and 
it's going to affect home val-
ues." 

Mical also made two "reluc-
tant" promises if the referen-
dum passes. 

"We're going to look to con-
tinue to improve our school  

system, and we're going to 
look at how to spend money," 
he said. "We need to do that 
now." 

Mical also said District 21 is 
not the only school district in 
Illinois facing financial diffi-
culties. Sixty-one percent of 
Illinois school districts have 
budget deficits, he said, and 
80 percent expect to be in the 
same situation next year. 

Dolly Hein, president of the 
AARP Wheeling chapter, in-
troduced Mical with a warm 
welcome by the members. 

"He's only been in this job 
for six months, so we have to 
give a little leeway," she said. 

Chapter members seemed 
pleased to have the opportu-
nity to talk to Mical and ask 
questions about the district. 
Mical was asked to explain 
where staff and program cuts 
might be made, if changes 
were going to be made with bi-
lingual education, how the 
district will look at the east-
side space issue and what  

would happen if the state ap-
points a Financial Oversight 
Committee to run the dis-
trict's finances. 

Mical said if an oversight 
committee is appointed, 
which would happen if defi-
cits continue to grow, the com-
mittee will essentially run the 
district. 

"They will make all the de-
cisions," he said. "The board 
has no say, the administration 
has no say, the staff has no 
say, and the community has 
no say." 

Some members asked if the 
district was considering 
asking senior citizens to vol-
unteer at the schools as read-
ing tutors or supervisors. 
Mical said it is something he 
wants to pursue. 

Some AARP members even 
said they were ready to sup-
port the referendum. 

Mical said he called Hein to 
arrange the meeting with the 
AARP. Mical said he believes 

Richard BajildiehRioneer Press 

District 21 Superintendent 
Gary Mical addresses the 
Wheeling AARP. 

thedistrict and the senior pop-
ulation do not fully under-
stand each others' needs. 

"I called Dolly (Hein) and 
told her that I wanted to get to 
the seniors, and we set up the 
meeting," he said. "I've spo-
ken with the Garden Club and 
the Historical Society, both 
with a lot of seniors, because I 
really wanted to reach out to 
them." 

District 21 likely to 'phase in' tax hike if OK'd 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling District 21 Elementary School 
Board will be asked to phase in its 50-cent tax rate 
increase over a period of three years to ease the bur-
den on taxpayers. 

The Board Finance Committee, made up of board 
members Phil Pritzker, Ellen Clark, Arlen Gould 
and Larry Brulewich, all agreed phasing in the rate 
increase, if approved by voters April 1, will help both 
taxpayers and the district. 

"We'll be in better fmancial shape with the phase-
in," said Dan Cash, assistant superintendent of fi- 
nances.. "It will give us more years outside the tax 
cap:, 

The phase-in plan — which would ask for a 
35-cent increase to the tax rate in next year's tax 
bills, keep that rate on the second year and add a 
15-cent increase the third year — would put more 
money into reserve funds, Cash said. 

Cash said exempting the district from the tax cap  

over two years gives the district the ability to com-
pound its new revenue. The district will be able to 
increase the tax rate on properties with higher 
equalized assessed values, putting more money into 
district coffers. Cash said the plan should keep the 
district in the black well into the future. 

A homeowner with a house worth a fair market 
value of $200,000 would receive a District 21 prop-
erty tax increase of about $98 next year without a 
referendum. If the referendum passes, the same 
homeowner can expect to pay a total increase of 
about $340 next year instead. In the third-year, 
15-cent rate increase, that homeowner would have to 
pay an additional $104 to the school district. 

While the committee decided to phase in the in-
crease, it also looked at more information on the 
budget deficit plan. The plan will outline ways the 
district can cut costs and eliminate its deficits — es-
timated at $4.6 million in the education fund by the 
end of the school year. The committee elected to 
create a plan that will cut close to $9.5 million from 
the budget over two years. 

This plan will include cuts in teaching staff — up 
to 83 teachers. Nearly 85 percent of the education 
fund is used to pay for teacher salaries and benefits. 

The committee asked administrators to project 
classroom sizes in each school with the cuts. The 
committee toyed with the idea of maintaining class-
room sizes in lower-per orming schools. 

However, those p! ojections showed classrooms 
with as many as 40 to 49 students in Longfellow, Poe 
and Tarkington elementary schools by the 2005-06 
school year, while classrooms in Whitman, Twain 
and Field elementary schools would average be-
tween 20 and 24 students. Committee members sug-
gested the cuts be spread throughout the district. 

"We have to look at a different way to put re-
sources toward achievement," Pritzker said. 

Superintendent Gary Mical agreed. 
"It would be like penalizing them for scoring 

higher," he said. 
The committee hopes to complete a working defi-

cit reduction plan by the Feb. 20 meeting of the en-
tire District 21 School Board. 

• 

Study shows big growth in Dist.. 21 Hispanic population 
BY JAMES FULLER student body in District 21. ents and the school board as report cards, the district's melting nearly 2.4 percent per year. If that occur in long-range planning fo 

Daily Herald Staff Writer /— I 1— 4 
 0 r..? If and before it does, the dis- "lower-achieving" because of pot recipe stood at 67.7 percent pace holds, Hispanics will staff, instruction and finances. 

•-' tact will face a strong challenge language, economic and cultural white compared to 22.6 percent become the district's prevailing "Not only should we be look 
The Wheeling Township Ele- to address the unique needs of gaps that hinder the learning Hispanic. The gap closed dra- demographic within the next ing at that, but we're going ti 

mentaryDistrict 21 melting pot is those students and the schools process. matically by the most recent, decade. have to devote specific attentioi 

steadily changing its recipe. What they'll attend. The district already hosts one 2002 report cards —57.5 percent The numbers all add up to a to it," said Mical of the changin 

was once of pinch of Hispanic is Field, Frost, Twain and Whit- of the 10 largest programs for white to 32.1 percent Hispanic. district with a different approach student body "There will be a k 

now a dash with an eye for man elementary schools all have English-language learners in 111i- The 32.1 percent is twice the in the future. Superintendent more that will come out of this." 

becoming the main ingredient.
a predominantly Hispanic stu- nois. That program will likely state average for Hispanic popu- Gary Mical said that approach Discussions on the topic coul 

A recent demographic study dent population. Most of those grow along with the local His- lation in a school district. The will be based on community begin next month with th 
shows the local, booming His- students filter into Holmes Mid- panic population.

Hispanic population percentage input from the Superintendents Superintendent's Advisory Con: 

panic population will continue dle School. All five of those The numbers tell the tale. has grown at least every year Advisory Committee of residents mittee report and school boar 

its slow takeover of the majority schools are recognized by par-
At the time of the 1998 school since the 1998 report card by and the school board. All of it will meeting, Mical said. 
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Wheeling business owners 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer/ o3 

Fear is rumbling through Wheel-
ing's business community over 
concerns the village is preparing to 
toss businesses out of their proper-
ties. 

The source of that fear is the same 
thing prompting an outcry from 
Indian Trails Public Library District 
officials who accuse the village of 

plans to deprive the library of tax 
dollars that keep library shelves 
stocked. 

The library officials and business 
owners packed a standing-room-
only public hearing Monday to 
question Wheeling's plans to set up a 
new tax increment financing district 
on its north side. 

In the TIF district proposed for the 
area from Lake-Cook Road to 
Meadow Lane and Northgate Park- 

Wheeling police issue. scam- warnings 
The Wheeling Police Department' is warning consumers 

about two different scams that have viclimized several resi-
dents: a deceptive utility repairs scam and a sweepstakes 
scam. 

The first involves two people masquerading as utility-corn-
pany employees, claiming they need to check utilities be-
cause of a problem in the neighborhood. While one distracts 
we iebide..1, the other enters the home and steals valuables. 

Dorann Swanson, a Wheeling police officer, suggests resi-
dents call the utilit ' company to verify any repairman's re-
quests to enter a 'tome. Legitimate repairmen will carry 
proper identification and will not object if you verify. 
• The other scam involved a telemarketing sweepstakes. One 

resident was told by a telemarketer she won money from the 
Canadian lottery. The resident was asked to send a check to 
pay for the taxes on the prize. After several months and an-
other phone call asking for money, the resident realized she 
was scam med. 

Swanson suggests people ask.for written information about 
any sweepstakes prizes and confirm thPm with thn %Mtn,. 

The public hearing on the pro-
posal was the culmination of 
more than a year's worth of 
meetings with village officials to 
perfect the design. Plan commis-
sioners said they were disap-
pointed with the result. 

"You have what we had previ-
ously called the crown jewel of 
Milwaukee Avenue, and what 
you've done is made it just some 
more condos," Commissioner 
David Cantwell said. 'And I have 

serious fire concerns. If someone 
gets trapped up there, we can't 
get to them." 
' Commissioners said the village 

wants to see the prime 7.8 acres 
become a restaurant or other 
visual attraction that could be a 
hallmark for the village. They 
were pleased that architect John 
Green revised some 11-story, 
mostly glass designs presented in 
November. Yet they said aspects 
of the new plan looked plastic 

and had too little parking, while 
also having too little green space. 

"Wheeling has too many con-
dos and townhomes as it is, and I 
don't see anything here that tells 
me why we should build more," 
Commissioner Ray Lang said. 

Green told the commission his 
team welcomed the input. 

"We don't take offense when 
you say the building isn't there 
yet," he said. "It's one of the rea-
sons this is a concept plan." 

Green responded to concerns 
that the buildings' heights would 
make them inaccessible to the 
fire department's equipment by 
explaining that roof levels built at 
75 feet would give fire ladders 
access to lower floors. 

Commissioners were disturbed 
that the developer hoped for per-
mission to take seven years to 
complete the complex. 

They agreed to continue the 
hearing Feb. 27. 

way to the Des Plaines River, the vil-
lage would freeze the amount of 
property taxes paid to local taxing 
bodies for 23 years. 

Wheeling would use the taxes paid 
for any increases in tax value above 
the frozen amount to promote rede-
velopment and pay for infrastructure 
improvements in the tax financing 
district. 

Owners of insurance agencies, 
restaurants and other businesses 

showed up en masse to protest clas-
sifications of their businesses as 
blighted or obsolete. 

"I think most of us land owners are 
here with the assumption that our 
property will be condemned and 
we'll all be out," said Charles 
DeLachapelle of RSVP Direct. "I think 
that's our big fear." 

Trustees assured the uneasy 
crowd that the TIF district would be 
set up as a tool to make money avail- 

7.-- 
Filing ends for April 1 election 

The ballot is set for April 1 local elections, as the last candi- 
•Vates filed on the afternoon of Jan. 21. 

Six people will be seeking three seats on the Wheeling Vil-
lage Board. Trustees Judy Abruscato, Robprt Heer and Pat-
rick Horcher are all looking to be re-elected. They will be 
challenged by Plan Commissioners Ken Brady and Pam Dor-
band. Steven Telow also joined the race. 

Five people will be looking for three seats on the Wheeling 
Elementary School District 21 Board this year. Ellen Clark, 
Pam Becker Dean and Larry Krulewich are all looking to 
hold onto their seats. They will be challenged by Katherine 
Edmonds and Stacey Horcher. 

The Wheeling Park District will also have a contested race 
this spring. Board members Dennis Drake and Cheri Klumpp 
are looking to be re-elected. William Hein, Jonathan Kolssak 
and Keith Pecka are challenging the incumbents. Board 
member Bill Mattes decided against running again. 

Only two people have filed for three seats on the Indian 
Trails Public Library Board of Trustees. Larry Cahall and 

Wheeling may assume Kmart site to preserve plan 
Oa A d g?, wo3 

properties are leasing for about $8 
per square foot, Douthwaite said. 

"So, even if we sublease it for $4, 
we're making a profit," he said. 'And 
if we should want to acquire it for 
future development at a discounted 
rate, we wouldn't have to deal with 
the property owner trying to decide 
if a sale would mean losing out on 
the monetary value of the lease. We 
would control who the tenant would 
be in there." 

The village board will vote on 
assuming Kmart's lease at its meet-
ing 7:30 p.m. Monday at village hall, 
255W Dundee Road. 

er 

able to current business owners and 
potential developers to transform 
the area. 

"Our hope is that everyone will 
take this and do facade improve-
ments and otherwise improve their 
property" said board Chairman Pro-
tem Trustee Patrick Horcher. "This is 
not supposed to be used to push any 
businesses out." 

Still, many questioned how the vil-
lage could know it needs financin 
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GOP-led Senate sta 
Amciated Press 

WASHINGTON—Senate Republi-
cans on Thursday broke a 
Democratic logjam that has pre-
vented President Bush from 
installing conservatives in important 
federal judgeships, putting Miguel 
Estrada on a path that eventually 
could make him the first Hispanic 
Supreme Court justice. 

In a sign of the GOP's newfound 
power from last year's midterm elec-
tions, the resident and his 
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As Wheeling continues the push 
to improve its image, concerns 
mount over the fate of the vacant 
Kmart on Dundee Road. 

A flea market manager has 
approached village officials about 
locating there and the village fears 
that a discount mattress store or 
other low-cost outlet might also 
covet the spot, said Village Manager 
Wally Douthwaite. 

Trustees will decide Monday 
whether to take over Kmart's lease to 

BY CASS CLIATT 
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Wheeling won't support a con-
dominium high-rise described by 
village planners as an unattractive 
fire trap surrounded by pavement. 

The Wheeling Plan Commis-
sion Thursday pulled no punches 
in criticizing a proposal from 
Tantillo Homes to build three, 10-
story condo buildings at Milwau-
kee Avenue and Wolf Road.  

ensure that whatever happens to the 
property fits with plans to transform 
Wheeling into a "community of 
choice." 

"We want to have some options so 
that we can be sure a quality tenant 
will go in there," Douthwaite said. 

Kmart shuttered the store at 780 
W. Dundee Road as one of its 284 
closings after declaring bankruptcy 
last March. 

The discount retailer sold the 
interest in its lease to the Kimco 
Realty Corp. real estate investment 
trust company, which is shopping 
for a tenant. 

"Our concern is that Kimco may 
be more interested in residual rent 
income than the quality of the 
tenant," Douthwaite said. "We 
would like to have some control over 
that property" 

The village is considering paying 
$25,000 per year for a lease arrange-
ment that would allow Wheeling to 
pick any new tenant to sublease, 
earn a potential profit and be in a 
better position to later buy the store. 

The property could play a critical 
role in the village's redevelopment 
plans. 

For the first time in decades,  

Wheeling is completing a new com-
prehensive land-use plan that will 
set the village's development agenda 
for the next 20 years. 

The goal is to upgrade Wheeling's 
identity as a "merely affordable" 
town. 

"About the only risk is that we 
couldn't find a user for that big box," 
Douthwaite said of the 100,000-
square-foot Kmart site. 'And we'd be 
sitting on it and paying rent." 

A sagging economy has stymied 
the expansion of "big boxes" and 
Kmart this week announced it will 
close 326 more stores, including a  

Super K in Elk Grove Village. 
Wheeling's risk is not big, though, 

Douthwaite said. 
"Because, should we decide that a 

big-box user isn't the highest and 
best use anymore and would want 
to go in there and knock it down—
it's a very attractive property," he 
said. 

The site is bound by the primary 
arteries of Elmhurst and Dundee 
roads and is rare as a commercial 
site fronting Dundee Road. 

Wheeling would pay about 25 
cents per square foot for the Kmart 
in a market where commercial  

help for an area without completing 
a land-use plan intended to establish 
a redevelopment blueprint for 
Wheeling. 

Indian Trails library officials said 
they would protest any plans to: 
siphon their tax dollars before the 
land plan is approved this spring. 

Trustees said they will conside] 
ways to reimburse the library anc 
other taxing bodies before voting or 
the TIF in 14 to 90 days. 

Builder's project takes punches by planners 

and library officials object to proposed tax district 



Wheeling may assume Kmart site to pres( 
Jai aP, aoo3 

411, 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

As Wheeling continues the push 
to improve its image, concerns 
mount over the fate of the vacant 
Kmart on Dundee Road. 

A flea market manager has 
approached village officials about 
locating there and the village fears 
that a discount mattress store or 
other low-cost outlet might also 
covet the spot, said Village Manager 
Wally Douthwaite. 

Trustees will decide Monday 
whether to take over Kmart's lease to  

ensure that whatever happens to the 
property fits with plans to transform 
Wheeling into a "community of 
choice." 

"We want to have some options so 
that we can be sure a quality tenant 
will go in there," Douthwaite said. 

Kmart shuttered the store at 780 
W. Dundee Road as one of its 284 
closings after declaring bankruptcy 
last March. 

The discount retailer sold the 
interest in its lease to the Kimco 
Realty Corp. real estate investment 
trust company, which is shopping 
for a tenant. 

"Our concern is that Kimco may 
be more interested in residual rent 
income than the quality of the 
tenant," Douthwaite said. "We 
would like to have some control over 
that property" 

The village is considering paying 
$25,000 per year for a lease arrange-
ment that would allow Wheeling to 
pick any new tenant to sublease, 
earn a potential profit and be in a 
better position to later buy the store. 

The property could play a critical 
role in the village's redevelopment 
plans. 

For the first time in decades,  

Wheeling is completing a new com-
prehensive land-use plan that will 
set the village's development agenda 
for the next 20 years. 

The goal is to upgrade Wheeling's 
identity as a "merely affordable" 
town. 

"About the only risk is that we 
couldn't find a user for that big box," 
Douthwaite said of the 100,000-
square-foot Kmart site. "And we'd be 
sitting on it and paying rent." 

A sagging economy has stymied 
the expansion of "big boxes" and 
Kmart this week announced it will 
close 326 more stores, including a 

Super K in Elk Grove Village. 
Wheeling's risk is not big, the 
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"Because, should we decide t 
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Builder's project takes punches by planners 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer /-„,"7-pj 

Wheeling won't support a con-
dominium high-rise described by 
village planners as an unattractive 
fire trap surrounded by pavement. 

The Wheeling Plan Commis-
sion Thursday pulled no punches 
in criticizing a proposal from 
Tantillo Homes to build three, 10-
story condo buildings at Milwau-
kee Avenue and Wolf Road. 

The public hearing on the pro-
posal was the culmination of 
more than a year's worth of 
meetings with village officials to 
perfect the design. Plan commis-
sioners said they were disap-
pointed with the result 

"You have what we had previ-
ously called the crown jewel of 
Milwaukee Avenue, and what 
you've done is made it just some 
more condos," Commissioner 
David Cantwell said. "And I have  

serious fire concerns. If someone 
gets trapped up there, we can't 
get to them." 
' Commissioners said the village 

wants to see the prime 7.8 acres 
become a restaurant or other 
visual attraction that could be a 
hallmark for the village. They 
were pleased that architect John 
Green revised some 11-story, 
mostly glass designs presented in 
November. Yet they said aspects 
of the new plan looked plastic  

and had too little parking, while 
also having too little green space. 

"Wheeling has too many con-
dos and townhomes as it is, and I 
don't see anything here that tells 
me why we should build more," 
Commissioner Ray Lang said. 

Green told the commission his 
team welcomed the input 

"We don't take offense when 
you say the building isn't there 
yet," he said. "It's one of the rea-
sons this is a concept plan." 

Green responded to concerns 
that the buildings' heights would 
make them inaccessible to the 
fire department's equipment by 
explaining that roof levels built at 
75 feet would give fire ladders 
access to lower floors. 

Commissioners were disturbed 
that the developer hoped for per-
mission to take seven years to 
complete the complex. 

They agreed to continue the 
hearing Feb. 27. 

Wheeling business owners and library officials object to propose 
able to current business oin 
potential developers to t 
the area. 

"Our hope is that ever 
take this and do facade 
ments and otherwise imp] 
property," said board Chair 
tem Trustee Patrick Horchc 
not supposed to be used to 
businesses out." 

Still, many questioned ht 
lage could know it needs 
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Fear is rumbling through Wheel-
ing's business community over 
concerns the village is preparing to 
toss businesses out of their proper-
ties. 

The source of that fear is the same 
thing prompting an outcry from 
Indian Trails Public Library District 
officials who accuse the village of  

plans to deprive the library of tax 
dollars that keep library shelves 
stocked. 

The library officials and business 
owners packed a standing-room-
only public hearing Monday to 
question Wheeling's plans to set up a 
new tax increment financing district 
on its north side. 

In the TIF district proposed for the 
area from Lake-Cook Road to 
Meadow Lane and Northgate Park- 

way to the Des Plaines River, the vil-
lage would freeze the amount of 
property taxes paid to local taxing 
bodies for 23 years. 

Wheeling would use the taxes paid 
for any increases in tax value above 
the frozen amount to promote rede-
velopment and pay for infrastructure 
improvements in the tax financing 
district. 

Owners of insurance agencies, 
restaurants and other businesses  

showed up en masse to protest clas-
sifications of their businesses as 
blighted or obsolete. 

"I think most of us land owners are 
here with the assumption that our 
property will be condemned and 
we'll all be out," said Charles 
DeLachapelle of RSVP Direct "I think 
that's our big fear." 

Trustees assured the uneasy 
crowd that the TIF district would be 
set up as a tool to make money avail- 

Wheeling police issue. scam warnings 
The Wheeling Police Department is warning consumers 

about two different scams that have viclimized several resi-
dents: a deceptive utility repairs scam and a sweepstakes 
scam. 

The first involves two people masquerading as utility-com-
pany, employees, claiming they need to check utilities be-
Cause of a problem in the neighborhood. While one distracts 
ihe rebidei,, the other enters the home and steals valuables. 

Dorann Swanson, a Wheeling police officer, suggests resi-
dents call the utilit:' company to verify any repairnian's re-
quests to enter a ''come. Legitimate repairmen will carry 
proper identification, and will not object if you verify. 

The other scam involved a telemarketing sweepstakes. One 
resident was told bya telemarketer she won money from the 
Canaclivn lottery. The resident was asked to send a check to 
pay for the taxes on the prize. After several months and an-
other phone call. asking for money, the resident realized she 
was scam med. 

Swanson suggests people ask.for written information about 
any sweepstakes prizes and confirm them with the Better 
Business Bureau or the Illinois Attorney General's Consumer 
Affairs Office. Swanson also suggests people never give out 
their credit card, bank account or Social Security numbers 
over the phone unless they initiated the call. 

For more in formation or to report suspicious behavior, call 
the Wheeling Crime Prevention Unit of the Police Depart- 
ment at (847) 459-2693 -- 

Filing ends for April 1 election 
The ballot is set for April 1 local elections, as the last candi-

.dates filed on the afternoon of Jan. 21. 
Six people will be seeking three seats on the Wheeling Vil-

lage Board. Trustees Judy Abruscato, Robert Heer and Pat-
rick Horcher are all looking to be re-elected. They will be 
challenged by Plan Commissioners Ken Brady and Pam Dor-
band. Steven Telow also joined the race. 
• Five people will be looking for three seats on the Wheeling 
Elementary School District 21 Board this year. Ellen Clark, 
Pam Becker Dean and Larry Krulewich are all looking to 
hold onto their seats. They will be challenged by Katherine 
Edmonds and Stacey Horcher. 

The Wheeling Park District will also have a contested race 
this spring. Board members Dennis Drake and Cheri Klumpp 
are looking to be re-elected. William Hein, Jonathan Kolssak 
and Keith Pecka are challenging the incumbents. Board 
member Bill Mattes decided against running again. 

Only two people have filed for three seats on the Indian 
Trails Public Library Board of Trustees. Larry Cabal] and 
Patricia Murray both filed seeking another term. Trustee 
Gwendolyn Barlow did not file a petition, after learning she 
received a promotion, which would require her to work more 
evening and travel more, said Tamiye Meehan, library direc-
tor. Meehan said potential write-in candidates can file before 

,March 28. If no write-in candidate is elected, the board will 
appoint a new member after the election. 

High School District 214 has three candidates running for 
three four-year terms, and two candidates seeking the board's 
sole two-year term. Art Gollberg is challenging incumbent 
Stan Eisenhammer for the two-year term.  _ _ 



'Wheeling village government 
may lease former Kmart store 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

- 
The Wheeling Village Board 

is tying to take over the lease 
of the former Kmart building 
to give the village an upper 
hand in redeveloping the area. 

Wheeling trustees say tak-
ing over the lease now could 
save the village a lot of money 
if the village wants to con-
demn the property in the fu-
ture fe,- rintt,ntown redevel-
opment project. 

The Village Board is ex-
pected to take control of the 
lease by paying Kimco, the 
real estate trust that owns the 
property, $810,000. The village 
would also pay rent on the 
property, at a cost of about 24 

l• • 1 Tr, 

Douthwaite said the Village 
Board may consider looking 
for a tenant to fill the building 
with a short-term lease in 
order to recoup losses on the 
lease and rent. Douthwaite 
said commercial space can be 
leased at rates as high as $8 
per square foot. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said there are interested par-
ties who might be willing to 
sign a short-term lease agree-
ment. 

"I'm confident we can do 
it," he said. "We're not looking 
for a profit, but we're looking 
to recoup what we've spent." 

Trustees feared Kimco 
would find a tenant looking 
for a long-term lease, similar.  
to the agreement with Kmart. 

said. "There's a lot of upside 
to the village." 

The proposal comes v. le 
village officials are putting the 
finishing touches on a new 
comprehensive plan, which 
calls for a large redevelop-
ment project in the area where 
the Kmart building stands. 
Village officials also received 
a grant from the Regional 
Transportation Authority to 
help pay for planning costs of 
the redevelopment plan. Trus-
tees say taking over the lease 
will put the village in a good 
position to redevelop the area. 

"We have to start thinking 
more like business people and 
be conscious of saving 
money," Lehmann said. "This 
is still cheaper than buying it 

"I 
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Former priest sentenced to 15 years in prison 
Hornbing' abuse testimony helps increase punishment in child pornography case 

More than two decades of manip-
ulating and molesting young boys 
while escaping prosecution finally 
caught up with former Roman 
Catholic priest Vincent McCaffrey on 
Thursday. 

The one-time associate pastor of 
St. Joseph the Worker church in 
Wheeling was sentenced to 15 years 
in federal prison on child pornogra-
phy charges nearly two months after 
admitting he molested at least 14 

I young boys under his care in the 

Continued from Ftige I 

But at least one was pleased with the 
outcome. 

"He'll be real old," said Mike, who, 
like the other victims, testified under 
only his first name to shield his iden-
tity "Little boys won't be able to come 
around him for a long time. He hurt a 
lot of people. It's a long time coming. 
It's a long time coming." 

McCaffrey's attorney, Thomas 
Royce, said McCaffrey has tried to 
keep his sexual disorder under con-
trol with therapy and medication. 
Royce blamed the Archdiocese of 
Chicago for not doing more to help 
in the past and for continuing to 
return McCaffrey to parish ministry  

1970s and 1980s. 
Although the pornography 

charges were unrelated to his 
abuse, prosecutors used the past 
crimes — none of which were ever 
prosecuted — to ratchet up a sen-
tence that could have been as few as 
two years had McCaffrey's victims 
not come forward. 

Several victims gave written state-
ments and five testified during a 
sentencing hearing Dec. 9. McCaf-
frey, 50, of Chicago, took the stand 

in the 1980s even after he was 
treated for a sexual addiction to 
young boys. 

Archdiocesan officials have said 
they followed the church protocol of 
the time and tried to get McCaffrey 
help. And when a new protocol was 
put in place by Cardinal Joseph 
Bemardin in the early 1990s, McCaf-
frey was forced to resign, church 
officials said. 

Royce took issue with prosecutors 
using McCaffrey's prior criminal acts 
against him years after the fact. Royce 
said the 10-year statute of limitations 
had expired on all the molestation 
accusations, but federal sentencing 
guidelines unfairly allow prosecutors 
to use even uncharged crimes at sen- 

during that hearing, admitted his 
crimes and acknowledged he has a 
sexual disorder that can be treated 
but not cured. 

U.S. District Judge John Darrah 
pondered the admissions as well as 
the painful words of McCaffrey's 
now-adult victims and announced 
his decision Thursday in a courtroom 
that included McCaffrey and at least 
three victims. 

"Their testimony was as stark and 
as tragic and as horrifying as any- 

tencing time. 
In court, Royce said McCaffrey is 

repentant and haunted by his 
actions. "He said to me this: 'Do you 
think I really wanted to do this? I 
would have suffered any other pain 
than the greatest pain I inflicted on 
these people.' " 

McCaffrey's niece, identified only 
as Katie, took the stand Thursday to 
tell Darrah how long she wanted 
McCaffrey in prison. 

"I want to see him go to jail for his 
natural-born life for three reasons— 
I have three beautiful little boys," she 
said. "I want them to grow up with a 
chance for a happy childhood and 
not to let a predator shatter their 
life."  

thing I've heard in this court," the 
judge said. 

"He took from these children per-
haps one of a child's most precious 
attributes — innocence." 

As the sentence was announced, 
McCaffrey, wearing an orange prison 
jumpsuit over a baggy gray sweater, 
maintained the same dejected 
expression he has held through sev-
eral court appearances. 

He has been in custody since last 
June when U.S. CustOms agents  

found thousands of child pornogra-
phy images on his computer and in 
his home. He was caught when an 
overseas Web site he subscribed to 
was raided. He pleaded guilty in Sep-
tember. 

Since the former priest's arrest, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney T. Markus 
Funk uncovered evidence of McCaf-
frey's past sexual abuse. The evidence 
hiked the range of McCaffrey's possi-
ble sentence to between 30 years and 
life under federal sentencing guide- 

lines. 
But because the maximum federali 

penalty for possession of child 
pornography is 15 years, Darrah had 
to give a sentence less than the 
guidelines demanded. Darrah sched-
uled a new hearing Tuesday to 
determine if a five-year sentence he 
gave McCaffrey on one count of 
receiving child pornography can be 
served consecutively, thereby 
extending the sentence to 20 years. 

Several of McCaffrey's victims had 
asked Darrah to give a life sentence. 

See PRISON on PAGE 11 
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Condo proposal does not 
impress Plan Commission 

By CASEY MOFFITT pt 6 
STAFF WRITER p 
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The Wheeling Plan Commission is disap-

pointed with a proposed development for the 
Milwaukee Avenue and WOlf Road intersec-
tion. 

At its Jan. 23 meeting, the commission asked 
the developer io keep working on the proposal. 

The developer, Tantillo Homes; has been 
working with the Plan Commission for more 
than a year to build a condominium complex 
on the 7.8-acre site. Despite all the work, Tan-
tillo is not much closer to realizing its project. 

Commissioner had some serious concerns 
about the pi-,j, ct. including the developer's re-
quested tireek•ble for construction. Tantillo 
had requeOpil the village allow it seven years 
to construct fir tlii Ec ii iiiiwut„ ;;;;, com- 
plex. 

iiisturt ,( I by the seven years (request)," 
Commissioner 'art Shapiro said. 'Mere is 
no way I 0, ,  )tild , ,e -e approval to any developer 
to go seven ye;) , :, 

The k'illogf i = hoping for a spectacular proj-
ect for Taranto.- land and the land directly 
north, the Wedw wood Riding Center. Smith 
Family Consintel ton has an agreement with 
the riding ecntei to develop it in the future. 

Tantillo twel asked the, village to go ahead 
with the plan, since Smith is a few years be-
hind it. 

That gave Shapiro another reason to ask  

about the construction period. 
"Why do you need seven years when you 

were complaining that Smith was a few years 
behind you?" he asked. 

Commissioner Steve Boime wondered if 
Tantillo has the capability to build such a large 
complex. Tantillo has never built anything to 
this scale, and has mainly built town houses. 
Tantillo has built some condominium .build-
ings, about three or four stories high. Tantillo 
proposes 10-story buildings for this project. 

Since the combination of Tantillo's and 
Smith's land is a major gateway into Wheeling, 
the village wants a high-quality project there. 
The village has asked Tantillo and Smith to 
work together so both projects will be harmoni-
ous with each other. 

Commissioner Ray Lang said it's difficult to 
approve anything on one property without hav-
ing any idea what will be going in just to the 
north. "This is too huge of a piece of the puz-
zle," he said. "I want to know what's going on 
up to the north." 

Ot he: commissioners complained too much 
of the lot would be paved over, the buildings 
are not overly attractive, that it's too dense and 
that there is no commercial aspect to the plan. 

"There is nothing special about this," Com-
missioner David Cantwell said. "We want 
something spectacular. This is average." 

The Plan Commission asked the developer 
to work on some of the issues it brought up 
and return before the commission on Feb. 27. 



More than two decades of manip-
ulating and molesting young boys 
while escaping prosecution finally 
caught up with former Roman 
Catholic priest Vincent McCaffrey on 
Thursday. 

The one-time associate pastor of 
St. Joseph the Worker church in 
Wheeling was sentenced to 15 years 
in federal prison on child pornogra-
phy charges nearly two months after 
admitting he molested at least 14 
young boys under  his care in the 
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But at least one was pleased with the 
outcome. 

"He'll be real old," said Mike, who, 
like the other victims, testified under 
only his first name to shield his iden-
tity. "Little boys won't be able to come 
around him for a long time. He hurt a 
lot of people. It's a long time coming. 
It's a long time coming." 

McCaffrey's attorney, Thomas 
Royce, said McCaffrey has tried to 
keep his sexual disorder under con-
trol with therapy and medication. 
Royce blamed the Archdiocese of 
Chicago for not doing more to help 
in the past and for continuing to 

return McCaffrey to parish ministry 

1970s and 1980s. 
Although the pornography 

charges were unrelated to his 
abuse, prosecutors used the past 
crimes — none of which were ever 
prosecuted — to ratchet up a sen-
tence that could have been as few as 
two years had McCaffrey's victims 
not come forward. 

Several victims gave written state-
ments and five testified during a 
sentencing hearing Dec. 9. McCaf-
frey, 50, of Chicago, took the stand 

in the 1980s even after he was 
treated for a sexual addiction to 
young boys. 

Archdiocesan officials have said 
they followed the church protocol of 
the time and tried to get McCaffrey 
help. And when a new protocol was 
put in place by Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin in the early 1990s, McCaf-
frey was forced to resign, church 
officials said. 

Royce took issue with prosecutors 
using McCaffrey's prior criminal acts 
against him years after the fact. Royce 
said the 10-year statute of limitations 
had expired on all the molestation 
accusations, but federal sentencing 
guidelines unfairly allow prosecutors 
to use even uncharged crimes at sen- 

during that hearing, admitted his 
crimes and acknowledged he has a 
sexual disorder that can be treated 
but not cured. 

U.S. District Judge John Darrah 
pondered the admissions as well as 
the painful words of McCaffrey's 
now-adult victims and announced 
his decision Thursday in a courtroom 
that included McCaffrey and at least 
three victims. 

"Their testimony was as stark and 
as tragic and as horrifying as any- 

tencing time. 
In court, Royce said McCaffrey is 

repentant and haunted by his 
actions. "He said to me this: 'Do you 
think I really wanted to do this? I 
would have suffered any other pain 
than the greatest pain I inflicted on 
these people.' " 

McCaffrey's niece, identified only 
as Katie, took the stand Thursday to 
tell Darrah how long she wanted 
McCaffrey in prison. 

"I want to see him go to jail for his 
natural-born life for three reasons — 
I have three beautiful little boys," she 
said. "I want them to grow up with a 
chance for a happy childhood and 
not to let a predator shatter their 
life." 

thing I've heard in this court," the 
judge said. 

"He took from these children per-
haps one of a child's most precious 
attributes — innocence." 

As the sentence was announced, 
McCaffrey, wearing an orange prison 
jumpsuit over a baggy gray sweater, 
maintained the same dejected 
expression he has held through sev-
eral court appearances. 

He has been in custody since last 
June when U.S. Customs agents 

found thousands of child pon 
phy images on his computer 
his home. He was caught wt 
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The Wheeling Plan Commission is - disap-

pointed with a proposed development for the 
Milwaukee Avenue and Wolf Roadk intersec-
tion.  

At its Jan. 23 meeting, the commission. asked 
the developer to keep working on the proposal. 

The developer, Tantillo • Homes,' has been 
working with the Plan Commission for more 
than a year to build a condominium complex 
on the 7.8-acre site. Despite all the work, Tan-
tillo is not much closer to realiiing its project. 

Comm i ssio n el.  `z had some serious concerns 
about the project. including the developer's re-
quested ti me I pti le for construction. Tantillo 
had requested the village allow it seven ' years 
to construct 1 IIduce-buildi..„, ;a,.. unit com-
plex. 

"I'm cl isi a rbr d by the seven years (request)," 
Commissionel :'teart Shapiro said. "There is 
no way I v ould elire approval to any developer 
to go seven yea e-." 

The tz hoping for a spectacular proj- 
ect for Tantillo',,  land and the land directly 
north, the Wedgi.wood Riding Center. Smith 
Family Construction has an agreement with 
the riding center to develop it in the future. 

Tantillo had asked the village to go ahead 
with the plan, since Smith is a, few years be-
hind it. 

That gave Shapiro another reason to ask 

about the consti 
"Why do yot 

were complaint 
behind you?" lit 

Commissione. 
Tantillo has the 
complex. Tanta 
this scale, and I 
Tantillo has bu 
ings, about threi 
proposes 10-stor; 

Since the co 
Smith's land is a 
the village want: 
The village has 
work together so 
ou s with each oth 

Commissioner 
approve anything, 
ing any idea wha 
north. "This is to 
zle," he said. "1 
up to the north." 

Other commiss 
of the lot would 1 
are not overly attri 
that there is no col 

"There is nothii 
missioner David 
something spectac 

The Plan Comrt 
to work on some 
and return before t.  

is 
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lAiliceling village government 
may lease former Kmart store 

By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Village Board 
is tying to take over the lease 
of the former Kmart building 
to give the village an upper 
hand in redeveloping the area. 

Wheeling trustees say tak-
ing over the lease now could 
save the village a lot of money 
if the village wants to con-
demn the property in the fu-
ture  for n rirroirritOWT1 ,  rerlevel-
opment project. 

The Village Board is ex-., 
pected to take control of the 
lease by paying Kimco, the 
real estate trust that owns the 
property, $810,000. The village 
would also pay rent on the 
property, at a cost of about 24.  
cents per square foot, said Vil-
lage Manager Wallace Douth-
waite. That would make 
monthly rent on the . 
107,000-square-foot building 
almost $26,000. 

A resolution before the 
board Monday was tabled. 
Douthwaite said the village at-
torney and the Kimco attor-
ney are working on "legal is-
sues in the fine print" of the 
agreement, but he expects the 
resolution to come back to the 
board in its Monday. Feb. 10, 
meeting. 

Douthwaite said the Village 
Board may consider looking 
for a tenant to fill the building 
with a short-term lease in 
order to recoup losses on the 
lease and rent. Douthwaite 
said commercial space can be 
leased at rates as high as $8 
per square foot. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said there are interested par-
ties who might be willing to 
sign a short-term lease agree-
ment. 

"I'm confident we can do 
it," he said. "We're not looking 
for a profit, but we're looking 
to recoup what we've spent." 

Trustees feared Kimco 
would find a tenant looking 
for a long-term lease, similar 
to the agreement with Kmart.' 
Kmart signed its lease in 1967, 
andit still has 48 years left. 

If the village were to con-
demn the property for rede-
velopment, it would have to 
buy out any lease that is exe-
cuted, which could easily cost 
millions of dollars. 

Controlling the lease would 
also give the village a say in 
who moves into the building. 

"This gives us the right to 
sublet to a business of our 
choice, and puts us in a better 
position to condemn, acquire 
and redevelop," Douthwaite  

said. "There's a lot of upside 
to the village." 

The proposal comes v ile 
village officials are putting the 
finishing touches on a new 
comprehensive plan, which 
calls for a large redevelop-
ment project in the area where 
the Kmart building stands. 
Village officials also received 
a grant from the Regional 
Transportation Authority to 
help pay for planning costs of 
the redevelopment plan. Trus-
tees say taking over the lease 
will put the village in a good 
position to redevelop the area. 

"We have to start thinking 
more like business people and 
be conscious of saving 
money," Lehmann said. "This 
is still cheaper than buying it 
out. We're saving money ei-
ther way, although we are 
being aggressive." 

Trustee Robert Heer said 
the timing is right to take over 

' the lease in order to push the 
redevelopment plan. 

"We have to look beyond 
and look at the ultimate goal," 
he said. "We have to get it be-
fore somebody sets up shop 
there." 

The Wheeling store was one 
of 284 Krnart closed when the 
company filed for bankruptcy 
last March. 

THE DONALD E. 
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City lifestyle offered at suburban Wheeling location 
Fed) g, a 03 

Home shoppers who love the 
excitement and convenience of 
city living but want suburban 
tranquility will be delighted to 
discover the delights of Astor 
Place, the Kimball Hill Homes 
community of townhouses and 
condominiums in Wheeling. 

The recently opened town-
houses boast architecture remi-
niscent of the historic brown-
stones on Chicago's Astor Street 
and they evoke a cosmopolitan 
lifestyle that is popular with 
professional singles and cou-
ples. The location on Milwaukee 
Avenue in Wheeling ensures res-
idents will be close to trans-
portation, job centers for major 
corporations and restaurants, 
entertainment and shopping. 

Brent Gustafson, marketing 
manager for Kimball Hill 
Homes, says, "The single-level 
and two-story homes at Astor 
Place offer include freedom 
from exterior maintenance  

chores. The Wheeling location 
offers city-like convenience in 
the suburbs." 

Astor Place is being devel-
oped on the site of the former 
Wheeling Nursery, and the lega-
cy of natural beauty will be 
maintained throughout the 
neighborhood. Rolling green-
belts and landscaped grounds 
will ensure scenic views for resi-
dents. 

Beyond the park-like setting 
of the Astor Place neighborhood 
is a wealth of area highlights 
that Astor Place residents will 
enjoy, including restaurants on 
Milwaukee Avenue, just min-
utes away. Home to some of the 
most renowned restaurants in 
Chicagoland, this "restaurant 
row" developed more than 160 
years ago to serve travelers 
between Chicago and Milwau-
kee. 

1-94 and Route 53 are 15 min-
utes away, the Wheeling corn- 

muter train station is five min-
utes away, and O'Hare Airport is 
about 20 minutes from Astor 
Place. Palwaukee Airport, which 
serves general aviation and cor-
porate jets, is about five minutes 
away. Astor Place also is central 
to some of the best shopping 
areas in Chicago, including 
Northbrook Court, Woodfield 
Shopping Center, Deer Park and 
the attractions of Arlington 
Heights and Buffalo Grove. 

Astor Place will include 120 
townhouses in buildings to 
include four, five or six town-
houses. In addition, 128 condo-
miniums will be located in four 
four-story brick buildings with 
enclosed garages. 

Prices for the townhouses 
range from $314,990 to 
$347,990, and condominiums 
are priced from $214,990 to 
$267,990. Three professionally 
decorated townhouse models 
are open for viewing.  

The three townhouse floor 
plans range from 1,995 to 2,135 
square feet with two bedrooms, 
two bedrooms and a loft or 
three bedrooms; formal living 
and dining rooms; enhanced 
kitchens; finished lower levels; 
and two-car attached garages. 

The Sheridan, a two-story 
plan with 2,135 square feet of 
living space, provides an exam-
ple of the architectural interest 
and comfort within each of the 
homes. 

From the graceful entry stair-
case, visitors can reach the main 
floor with a living room accent-
ed by a bay window and an 
adjacent dining room. These 
rooms may be divided by an 
optional three-sided fireplace. 
The dining room is partially 
open to the country kitchen 
with pantry and optional island 
as well as the breakfast nook 
with sliding glass doors to the 
deck. The main living area  

includes a powder room. 
Upstairs, the master bedroom 

has a bay window, walk-in clos-
et and luxury bath with oval tub, 
separate shower and double-
bowl vanity. Two other bed-
rooms are served by a hall bath. 
A laundry closet has been locat-
ed on this floor. 

"Flexible space is one of the 
most popular items on the pri-
ority lists of today's buyers, and 
the recreation rooms in these 
homes offer this versatility," 
Gustafson says. "Buyers may opt 
for another bedroom with an 
additional full bath in lieu of 
this recreation room. Another 
option that may appeal to sin-
gles who are pooling their 
resources to purchase a home is 
the second master suite which 
is an alternative to the two sec-
ondary bedrooms." 

The townhouses include brick 
exteriors, central air condition-
ing, a choice of plush wall-to- 

wall carpet, pre-wiring for tele-
phones and televisions and 
energy-saving features. 

Residents of Astor Place enjoy 
freedom from exterior mainte-
nance chores, with a monthly 
fee covering exterior mainte-
nance of the homes, lawn care 
and snow removal. 

Condominium buyers may 
select from six plans ranging in 
size from 1,210 to 1,589 square 
feet. Designs include one bed-
room and one bath, two bed-
rooms and two baths as well as 
two bedrooms, two baths and a 
den or family room. All condo-
miniums have private balconies 
one parking space plus individ-
ual storage areas in the ground-
level enclosed garage. 

Astor Place is at 630 S. Mil-
waukee Avenue, betweeh Hintz 
and Dundee roads. For more 
information, call (847) 279-0131 
or visit 
www.kimballhillhomes 

Study: Neighbors don't mind Palwaukee 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Fed) .(9/ (9(93  
The rumble of jet engines from 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport may 
not be as much a problem for neigh-
bors as airport officials thought. 

Palwaukee hc_s completed its first-
ever survey on community attitudes 
about the airport with surprising 
results, officials said. They include a 
mere 16 percent of residential 
neighbors who complained that air-
pOrt noise was a strong concern for 
them. 

Also, about 56 percent of partici-
pants from Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights with positive comments 
about the airport called it a "major 
asset to the community" while a 
mere 9.6 percent with negative com-
ments made such suggestions as, 
"Burn it." However, at least one lead-
ing airport critic questions the 
validity of a survey completed after a 
year of decreased Palwaukee traffic. 

"We know that the runway work 
was being done this year," Warren  

Sande, chairman of Citizens for Air-
port Safety and Environment, said of 
a project to lengthen Palwaukee's 
major jet runway. 

"If they did this next year, I think 
they'd get different results," Sunde 
said. "I think their results are typical, 
coming from the airport." 

Airport officials expected they 
might be criticized for touting results 
of an airport survey completed by the 
airport itself, but they insist the 
results aren't skewed. 

"We listed all the positive and neg-
ative comments in there," Airport 
Manager Dennis Rouleau said. "We 
didn't hold anything back. We knew  

that if we did this, we'd be looked at 
more closely, so we made the extra 
effort to do it right." 

The survey asked 365 residents of 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights the 
"open-ended" question of whether 
they think noise at Palwaukee is a 
concern. 

On a scale of 1 to 5, almost 55 per-
cent of residents leaving local post 
offices and drugstores said airport 
noise was "not an issue" for them and 
16 percent said it "concerns me." 

There were varying levels of con-
cern in between, but Rouleau 
focused on the 16 percent. 

"I was pleasantly surprised to see  

such a low number," Rouleau said, 
"We looked at 365 people, most of 
which lived within a mile of the air-
port and this is telling us noise isn't as' 
much of a concern as we thought to 
most people." 

The survey also found that 
91 percent of people who bought 
their homes knew Palwaukee existed 
before they did so. 

That might fly in the face of fre-
quent complaints from homeowners 
saying they didn't previously Imo 
the airport was nearby. 

"I'm not saying the other people 
aren't being truthful," Rouleau said. 
"It's just letting us know that it's not 
happening to everybody." 

Some leaders in Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights had been calling for 
a community attitudes survey for as 
long as 16 years, which is how long 
the two towns have owned the air-
port. Robert Mark of Mark 
Communications, which completed 
the study, said the key now is using it 
as a benchmark against future stud-
ies to measure improvement. 

"We know that the runway work was being done this year. If they 
did this next year, I think they'd get different results. I think their 

results are typical, coming from the airport" 
Warren Sunde, chairman of Citizens for Airport Safety and Environment, 

said of a project to lengthen Paiwaukee's major jet runway 
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Ram fund-raiser 
a -vim  

The Rath restaurant is hop-
ing to help Wheeling High 
School's senior class by donat-
ing 10 percent from the check 
of each guest who dines at the 
Milwaukee Avenue eatery 
Monday. 

Ram staff members have 
been working with the Class 
of 2003 to make the event a 
success. They encourage ev-
eryone to visit the restaurant 
Monday. The Ram is located 
at 700 N. Milwaukee Ave. The 
restaurant can be reached at 
(847) 520-1222. 

1111 7 —e'.3 
Palwaukee trying to expand runway 

The Palvvaukee Municipal Airport Commission is trying to 
find a way, to widen a secondary runway that would allow 
lighter and older jets to fly away from residential homes. 

The commission is planning a resurfacing project to run-
way 12/30 and is hoping to widen it from 50 feet to 100 feet. - 
no extra width would allow some older and noisier jets to 
use the runway, keeping them from flying over residential 
areas during landings and takeoffs. Jets using that runway 
would fly over the industrial park or the Cook County Forest 

icbeive, • . 
Airport Commissioner and Wheeling Trustee Trevor Leh-

mann said use of the runway would not reduce overall noise 
at the airport, but it would lessen the impact of single-event 
takeoffs and landings that "wake people up at night." 

Funding•for the project has yet to be secured, said Palwau-
kee spokesman Robert Mark, and the widening is not sched-
uled to occur during the upcoming construction season. 



The reality: 'The bills still come in' 
Luxury items are first to go 
when the finances get tight 

,2 cqD03 
By CASEY Momrr Managers in Eaglesham's 

STAFF WRITER office starting quitting three 
or four at a time, he said. Dur- 

John Eaglesham was mak- ing a going-away party for one 
ing a good living at a major in- of those managers, Eaglesham 
surance company when he approached the woman and 
was laid off with 255 other em- asked why she was leaving. 
ployees in November 2001. "She said she didn't agree 

The Wheeling resident had with the company's planning, 
been working as an adminis- and told me to keep my head 
trator in the company's soft- down," he said. "Within a 
ware department for more month I was given my pa-
than two years when his job pers." 
was eliminated. He wasn't sur- Eaglesham received a sever- 
prised. He saw the writing on ante package, and the service 
the wall because of a new sell- of an outsource company to 
ing approach the company help him fmd a new job. He 
was taking in the Southern said the outsource company 
United States. was inundated with people 

Eaglesham said the corn- looking for work. Although 
pany was trying to sell two the job market was still alive 
homeowners policies to every at the time, he wasn't getting 
one a competitor was selling. any good leads. 

"It was a risky move," he "It basically went like this: 
said. "The field offices down They told me there was a job 
there said they didn't like and I should go see if they 
what they were doing and that were interested in me," he 
it was too aggressive." said. 

Not long after the selling Eaglesham went out on his 
strategy was curtailed, mas- own to look for work as well, 
sive floods hit 'texas and the but he still didn't fmd anyone 
company paid out on a lot of interested in hiring him. 
claims, Eaglesham said. The "The feeling I was getting 
company then started cutting was that companies were not 
back on new purchases, espe- looking to hire laid-off em- 
cially computer equipment. ployees at my salary over a 

Then came the Sept. 11 at- college grad that they could 
tacks. pay a third of what I was mak- 

"They said they didn't lose ing," he said. 
money, but I don't believe it," Eaglesham decided to look 
Eaglesham said. "Everybody outside his field for work. He 
lost money." began repairing cameras full 

Richard Bajjali MI/Pioneer Press 

John Eaglesham of Wheeling fixes cameras at United Camera 
and Binocular Repair in Bensenville after being laid off from a 
national insurance company in November 2001. 

time at United Camera and 
Binocular Repair in Bensen-
ville, making about half as 
much money as he did with 
the insurance company. He 
also began shooting weddings 
photos for extra income, and 
his wife began a home day-
care business to help make 
ends meet. 

Eaglesham and his wife, 
who have three children ages 
22, 16 and 4, were forced to ad-
just their spending habits.  

opportunities these days. 
"There used to be five or six 

pages of jobs in the paper be-
fore," he said. "Now there 
might be two or twee, and 
most are looking for senior en-
gineers that require 12- to 
14-hour days. I can do that, 
but I need to spend time with 
my family." 

Although things are tough, 
Eaglesham still feels lucky. 
He knows there are many 
more people in his shoes -
and in worse situations. 

"I'm fortunate I'm not in an 
older age group," he said. "A 
lot of people don't want to hire 
anyone over 50." 

Eaglesham said the only 
thing he can do now is hope 
things turn around and better 
work comes along. 

"They say tough times don't 
last, tough people do," he Said. 
"Hopefully, things will changE 
and get better." 

.a 
o 
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The family is down to one car 
from two. They stay at home 
more often than going out to 
eat or the movies. He said 
some groceries are bought in 
bulk, and clothes last a little 
bit longer now. 

"Those are the things that 
are luxuries," he said. "The 
bills still come in. There's no 
avoiding those." 

Eaglesham is still looking 
for work in the technology 
field, but there are far fewer 
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Chamber to host candidates forum 
The Wheeling/Prospect Heights Area Chamber of Com- 

merce and Industry will host a Meet the Candidates Lun- 
cheon at the Chevy Chase Country Club March 14. Candi- 
dates invited include those seeking seats on the Wheeling 
Village Board. 

Fees for the forum, which includes lunch, are $20 before 
March 14 and $25 at the door. Registration will begin at 11:30 
a.m. March 14 with leach served at noon. To RSVP, mail pay- 
ment to WPH Chamber at 395 E. Dundee Road, Unit 300, 
Wheeling, IL 60090. - c, 3 



Survey says: Airport noise no major concern 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

3 -6 --03 
A survey of Wheeling and Prospect 

Heights residents indicates noise from 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport is not a 
concern for many people. 

The survey, conducted by Mark 
Communications, Inc., on Dec. 14 and 
Dec. 21 in post offices and local drug 
stores in both communities, asked 
people for their opinions about the air-
port and specific airport issues such as 
noise. The survey polled 365 randomly 
selected people, 202 of whom live in 
Wheeling and 163 who live in Prospect 
Heights. 

The airport paid $5,500 for the sur-
vey, which included a 9.8 percent mar-
gin of error in Wheeling and a 10.8 per-
cent markin of error in Prospect  

Heights. 
About 16 percent of the respondents 

said noise "concerns me," while about 
55 percent said noise is "not an issue." 
Similarly, about 16 percent said noise 
is "worse" at the airport than in the 
past, compared to about 61 percent 
who said noise is "no worse." 

Robert Mark of Mark Communica-
tions and the coordinator of the Pal-
waukee Airport Community Engage-
ment program, said the results 
surprised airport officials. 

"Considering what I've heard anec-
dotally, I thought more people would 
say noise is a problem," he said. "Six-
teen percent is still too much, and it's 
not going to change what the airport is 
doing to help the problem." 

Mark said it was also surprising to 
see ,no apparent correlation between  

how close people live to the airport 
and their level of concern over noise. 
Most people surveyed live within 2 
miles of the airport. 

Warren Sunde of Citizens for Airport 
Safety and Environment said he be-
lieves the survey should have concen-
trated in the areas that are most heav-
ily impacted by the airport noise to get 
a better understanding of the problem. 

"All it proves is that there weren't 
many people that live in the impacted 
neighborhoods (questioned)," Sunde 
said. 

Sunde also said the airport was qui-
eter during the summer and fall than 
in the past, because Palwaukee's main 
runway was under construction during 
weekends. He also questioned why the 
survey was conducted in December, 
when residents keep their doors and  

windows closed. 
"(CASE) is going to conduct our own 

survey in May or June," Sunde said. 
"We're going to go door-to-door in the 
impacted neighborhoods and along 
the flight pattern." 

Mark defended the results of his 
study, saying the survey shows a wide 
gap in the number of people who re-
sponded that noise is a concern and 
those who said it is not. 

"(It's) hard to speculate with only 
this survey's-worth of data," Mark 
said. "But I'd have to say I don't think 
it would be that much different be-
cause the numbers are way far apart." 

Airport Manager Dennis Rouleau 
said the survey is the first in what he 
plans to be a regular occurrence every 
two years. 

(Continued on page 8) 

$19 million award 
upheld in lawsuit 
after plane crash 
BY SHAMUS TOOMEY 
Daily He, aid Staff Writer 3 .... 7 3 

An Illinois Appellate Court Thurs-
daT signed off on a civil jury's $18.9 
million wrongful death award to the 
*lily of a St. Charles co-pilot who 
burned to death when a corporate jet 
crushed on takeoff from Palwaukee 

'cipal Airport. 
e 1996 crash killed co-pilot 
rt "Hamp" Whitener, 50, and 

others. Federal investigators 
the main pilot for losing con-

and the two companies that 
ed the plane for a lack of coordi-
on when using pilots from 
rent companies on a flight. 
Cook County jury awarded 

tener's widow, Teresa, and her 
children $18.9 million after a six-
k trial in 2001. The same jury i

,  

dlocked on whether to award 
. ey to the family of the main 
t Martin Larry Koppie, 53, of 

, and a mistrial was declared. 
retrial in that portion of the case 

could begin this month. 

The appellate court ruling Thurs-
day upheld the Whitener portion of 
the case, clearing what could be the 
last hurdle for the family. The co-
owner of the plane, Aon Corp., has 
three weeks to decide whether to 
appeal the ruling. 

Jerry Latherow, who represented 
Teresa Whitener, said the case 
focused attention on the perils of 
corporate jets. "There is always pres-
sure to get the boss to his or her 
meeting on time," he said. "If the 
pilots don't do that, their jobs can be 
at stake." 

The crash of the Gulfstream G-IV, 
which was co-owned by Alberto 
Culver, happened on Oct. 30, 1996. 
The jet veered off Palwaukee's main 
runway in high winds, jumped over 
Hintz Road and crashed in a fireball 
into a nearby drainage ditch. 

Aon executive Arthur Quern of 
Evanston and flight attendant 
Catherine Mio-Anderson of Prospect 
Heights were also killed. Mio-
Anderson's husband settled a 
separate lawsuit for $5.25 million. 

Anniversary 3.-/3 --/°.5 

The Wheeling-based John 
Remke Company opened its 
doors in 1963 in downtown 
Chicago as a manufacturer of 
die-cast connectors and 
indenter fittings. Today, 
corporate headquarters and 
production is located in 
Wheeling, with distributor 
locations throughout the U.S. 
and Canada. 

Tom O'Gara, president of 
Remke Industries, said that 
"in celebrating our 40th 
anniversary, we must first 
thank our customers for their 
loyalty and continued 
business. But it's just as 
important that we thank our 
employees for their hard work 
and unwavering commitment 
to quality and customer 
service." 

"We'll take it as a bench-
mark and try to keep the 
numbers down," he said. "The 
only thing it tells us is where 
we are right now." 

Rouleau called the results a 
"pleasant surprise" and also 
said the airport is trying to 
keep noise levels down. He 
said the airport continues to 
work with its tenants and 
users to remind them to fly 
quiet during liftoff and land-
ing. Those efforts include 
posting signs to fly quiet and 
putting reminders in airport 
documents given to pilots be-
fore taking off from Palwau-
kee. 

"Each pilot knows how to 

BY CASS CLIATT 
3- H -G 3 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee airport has received a 
preliminary go-ahead from Wheeling 
for a runway project that could 
decrease jet noise over neighboring 
homes. 

Wheeling trustees Monday agreed 
to let Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
scrap a plan to realign one of its run-
ways in favor of widening the runway 
instead. 

The runway, which runs northwest 
to southeast, focuses its air traffic 
over the industrial park and the Cook 
County forest preserve but is now 
used primarily by lighter planes. 

Widening the runway from 50 feet 
to 100 feet should make it more 
attractive for heavier planes and jets 
that now use a runway with flight 
approaches and departures over res-
idential areas, said Airport Manager 
Dennis Rouleau. 

"This idea is thanks to Trustee 
(Trevor) Lehmann, who sits on the 
airport commission and had the idea 
of spreading the wealth of noise over 
the forest preserve and the industrial 
park," Rouleau told trustees. 

Current efforts to develop a new 
20-year layout plan for the airport led 
members of the Palwaukee Munici-
pal Airport Commission to 
reconsider the realignment project,  

Rouleau said. 
The airport initially planned to 

realign its runway as part of an older 
layout plan last updated in 1983. The 
realignment would likely have cost 
$10 million to $12 million, compared 
ttl $6 million for the widening. 

"I can do this probably five years 
quicker than the 11-29 (runway 
alignment) project," Rouleau said, 
explaining that it will be easier to get 
federal funding for a less costly pro-
ject. 

'And hopefully it will make this 
runway more popular," Rouleau said. 
"We may be able to put training air-
craft on this. It will be wider; it will be 
smoother for those that right now 
don't feel comfortable on the 50-foot 
runway." 

Currently, aircraft weighing 12,500 
pounds and less use the runway, but 
the airport hopes the widening pro-
ject will attract jets weighing up to 
20,000 pounds. 

"The runway itself is not going to 
attract new business," Rouleau said. 
"It's just going to give them another 
alternative at the airport." 

Prospect Heights, which shares 
ownership of the airport with Wheel-
ing, still has to sign off on the pkut 
Palwaukee hopes to begin seeking 
federal and state funding this 
summer to complete the project next 
year. 

EVERYBODY'S .  

BUSINESS  
New headquarters 

HLS, a Chicagoland health-
care service provider, has 
completed its move from 
Chicago to its new Wheeling 
headquarters. 

Over the past 30 years, HLS 
has continuously expanded its 
linen and management-
related programs to service 40 
Chicago-area hospitals, more 
than a dozen long-term care 
facilities and in excess of 400 
outpatient health-care 
facilities. 

' The company built a new 
310,000-square-foot facility in 
Wheeling to meet growing 
demand. HLS provides linen 
rental services, processing of 
customer owned linens, sterile 
surgical packs, management 
services and linen sales. The 
company employs about 600 
people. 

perform in his airplane to fly 
as quietly as possible," Rou-
leau said. "We're also trying to 
get them to turn out north 
over the (Cook County) Forest 
Preserve or the industrial 
park." 

Although the survey shows 
a relatively small percentage 
of people concerned about 
noise, .Rouleau said the air-
port's effort to reduce noise 
will increase. 

"We're not going to aban-
don noise procedures or our 
concern for noise," he said. 
"Unfortunately, it only takes 
one loud jet to remind people 
Palwaukee is here." 

Wheeling grants 
preliminary clearance 
to runway widening 



Kurt Walsh of Pro Ten Realty 
Group represented United in nego-
tiations. Jeff Schomisch and Gail 
Sturm of Cushman & Wakefield's 
Rosemont office acted for the mort-
gage company 

3 - 
Wheeling retail lease: Pot of Gold 
leased 3,000 square feet at Lynn 
Plaza, a 100,000-square-foot shop-
ping center at Dundee and Old 
McHenry roads in Wheeling. The 
consignment and resale boutique 

replaces a similar business at that 
location, Second Vogue, whose 
owner retired. 

Michael Kolodny of Hallmark & 
Johnson Property Management Ltd., 
Chicago, acted for Pot of Gold and 
Lynn Plaza in negotiations. 

Airport officials up security 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

:D'  .2 7 — -7 '3  
Without any specific federal guidelines to 

follow, officials at Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port are taking it day by day as they deal with 
an elevated terrorist alert. 

Airport spokesman Robert Mark said airport 
management is "writing the rule book as we go 
along" without any mandated security guide-
lines to follow from federal or state authorities. 

"The Transportation Security Administra-
tion has been focused on the airlines," Mark 
said. "There are some basic guidelines for 
charters, but they really have no clue when it 
comes to general aviation airports (like Pal-
waukee)." 

Mark said Airport Manager Dennis Rouleau 
is working with local police and fire depart-_ 

ments to bolster security measures. 
"(Our) idea was we can't just sit back and 

wait to be reactive (to threats)," Mark said. "So 
we put a security plan together." 

Parts of that plan include placing two on-
duty police officers, one from Wheeling and 
one from Prospect Heights, at the airport 24 
hours a day, and making sure at least one air-
port employee is there around the clock. Mark 
also said those coming into the airport are 
being screened more carefully. 

Wheeling Fire Chief Keith Maclssac said he 
talks with Rouleau by telephone each day now 
that the terrorist alert level has been elevated 
to orange. Mark said some of those conversa-
tions include talking about "what-if' situa-
tions, but he added that it is equally important 
for the agencies just to maintain contact on a 

(Continued on page 12) 

tily basis. 
Mark recently returned 

from a conference in Denver 
where he said many general 
aviation airport officials were 
trying to grapple with height-
ened security concerns with-
out any official guidelines. He 
said Palwaukee is ahead of 
other similar airports when it 
comes to stepping up security. 

"From what I heard at the  

conference, we're taking a lot 
of sophisticated measures 
compared to the rest of the 
country," he said. 

Mark credited the respon-
siveness of both Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights in the air-
port's ability to meet new se-
curity needs. 

"We needed help, and the 
villages haye stepped up," he 
said. "There was really not  

much discussion, except to 
dig in and help." Mark said all 
the new security measures 
have not impeded airport traf-
fic. But he added that airport 
management is learning about 
anti-terrorist measures as 
each day passes. 

"We don't know what, ex-
actly, we're deterring," he 
said. "This is new territory for 
everybody." 

Palwaukee's budget wins approval Claims Palwaukee 
study was skewed 

-/o- .0 0.3 
To the editor. In regard to the 

Palwaukee propaganda study of 
:oininunity attitudes toward 
his airport, I believe their find-
ings are not meaningfi 1.  

The vaiidity of the airport 
itudy is skewed for the ft:410\4,-
4 reasons: 
• Too small a sampliug was 

Aken. 
• The study was conch xted at 
very abnormal time. 'Ibis past 

;car has been the quietest year 
n the past eight years because 
)f construction work on major 
nnway 16/34. Future attitude 
audies will be much more reli-
Me_ 
• The survey locations were 

nore than a mile from the air-
)ort. You will notice that the air-
)ort people didn't dare take 
heir survey in the jet impacted 
ireas of Wards 1, 2 and 5 of 
'rospect Heights, or Foxboro, 
IarmonyVillage, Meadowbrook 
?ast or West in Wheeling. Nor 
were attitude surveys taken in 
lalwatikee jet pattern locations 
caching out into Buffalo Grove 
nd Arlington Heights where we 
ontinue to receive Palwaukee 
a noise complaints. Many sci-
ntific attitude surveys have 
een taken around other air-
orts with similar "noise foot-
rints" as Palwaukee. These 
tidies show that between 50 to 
) percent of the impacted pop-
ation do express jet noise con-
an.lf Palwaukee's study was 
niducted in a truly scientific 
)ntrolled manner, it would 
ive approximated unbiased 
aveys throughout the country. 
PnItA/f1111trtn'e •-••-• .".••rles es•-•• • 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer t A3 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
lists improved security and 
completion of a project to direct 
some jets over forest preserves 
and away from homes as goals 
in its new budget. 

In getting final approval for 
the $7 million spending plan 
Monday night, airport manager 
Dennis Rouleau told Wheeling 
trustees that Palwaukee contin-
ues to improve without "relying 
on a dime" from Wheeling or 
Prospect Heights, which share 
ownership of the airport. 

The Wheeling board unani- 

By CASEY MOFFITF 
STAFF WRITER 

Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port officials do not expect a 
dramatic increase in air traffic 
now that Meigs Field in Chi-
cago is closed. 

Chicago Mayor Richard 
Daley unexpectedly sent 
crews to Meigs Field in the 
late hours March 30 to dig up 
areas of the runway at Meigs, 
effectively shutting the small 
airport down. Palwaukee and 
Meigs Field are both consid-
ered general aviation airports. 
But while Meigs catered 
mainly to corporate and state 
officials, Palwaukee has more 
of a combination of corporate 
and recreational users. 

Palwaukee Airport Manager 
Dennis Rouleau said Palwau-
kee saw a "hardly noticeable" 
increase in traffic the last time 
Meigs was closed in the late 
1990s. He expects a similar sit-
uation this time, and he said 
the airport will welcome the 
few aircraft that may use the 
suburban facility. 

"We're not going to turn 
anybody away," Rouleau said. 
"We'll welcome any traffic." 

Palwaukee is a much busier 
airport than Meigs ever was.  

mously voted to approve the 
budget for the 2003-04 year and 
praised the airport for its con-
tinued self-sufficiency in a year 
of decreased air traffic. Prospect 
Heights approved the airport's 
budget March 17. 

"I just want to point out that 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
received its lowest amount of 
flight operations it's seen in 
probably 10 years," said Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann, Wheeling's 
representative on the commis-
sion that governs Palwaukee. 
"But in spite of that, it's been 
able to maintain responsible 
financial operations." 

Palwaukee averages about 

In 2002, Meigs handled about 
32,000 flights, compared to the 
164,000 at Palwaukee. And 
Palwaukee is also home to 
seven flight schools, while 
Meigs had none. Also, no air-
craft was permanently based 
at Meigs; 350 planes are based 
at Palwaukee. 

Rouleau said more state of-
ficials may choose to use Pal-
waukee now that they cannot 
fly in and out of Meigs. 

"(Meigs closure) makes Pal-
waukee a more important air-
port, that's for sure," Rouleau 
said. "State of Illinois officials 
who flew to Meigs will proba-
bly go to Midway or Palwau-
kee or Waukegan." 

Steve Lee, chief financial 
officer of Signature Flight 
Support at Palwaukee, doesn't 
expect much more business 
because of Meigs' closing. He 
expects more traffic to head to 
Midway Airport. 

"You have to figure most of 
the business people traveling 
(to Chicago) are going to the 
convention center, and Mid-
way is a lot closer than Pal-
waukee," Lee said. 

However, Lee said it is al-
ways possible that more traffic 
will head to Palwaukee. 

"There is no way of know- 

160,000 departures and land-
ings a year, down from an about 
180,000 the airport cited a year 
ago. 

Still, the airport's budget 
expects to spend 5.5 percent 
more than last year. 

The airport expects much of 
the money for infrastructure 
improvements such as a runway 
widening project that would 
send more jet traffic over forest 
preserves to come from state 
and federal funds. 

Wheeling officials Monday 
night also passed a resolution 
recognizing the airport for 
meeting outreach and noise-
reduction goals. 

Wheeling passed the resolu-
tion after Rouleau told trustees 
that the Palwaukee Airport 
Community Engagement Coun-
cil has marked a year of working 
with Palwaukee neighbors to 
improve airport operations. 

"I'm on the e-mail list for 
PACE and I think it's interesting 
the involvement you get from 
the town officials from either 
town (and) the residents in 
looking at issues," Wheeling 
Trustee Dean Argiris said. "It's 
truly amazing. You've gotten the 
interest of the community." 

Prospect Heights officials 
have yet to vote on the resolu-
tion. 

there." 
Unlike previous closings at 

Meigs, this one looks perma-
nent, according to operators 
and officials at Palwaukee,  

which is disheartening to 
those involved in aviation. 

"It's always a shame to lose 
an airport," Rouleau said. 

\t) 
003 

ing," he said. "There is more 
traffic at Midway than Pal-
waukee. The additional traffic 
puts a burden on Midway. It's 
pretty busy and crowded over 

Airport expects little Meigs' traffic 

Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

Although Meigs Field is now closed, officials and operators at Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
aren't expecting more noise from additional planes. 



Palwaukee mishap draws investigators 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Wri 

W 41-1,-63 
Aviation officials want to 

know why a twin-engine plane 
hit power lines Thursday 
along Wolf Road while landing 
at Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port. 

Neither of the two people on 
board was injured when the 
Piper Cheyenne propeller 
plane clipped the electrical 
wires just before 6 a.m. and 
then skidded off a runway. 

However, the investigation 
into the incident continued 
late Thursday. 

Officials from the Federal 
Aviation Administration and 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board were trying to 
determine why the pilot was 
flying at such a low altitude, an 

airport spokesman said. power to surrounding homes 
"This is pretty unusual for about three hours and kept 

because those electrical poles ComEd crews on the scene 
are probably only 20 feet high repairing a damaged utility 
and they're located pretty far pole hours after that. 
off of the approach of the Emergency crews from 
runway," spokesman Rob Mark Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
said. "The airplane was not responded, keeping the airport , 
where it was supposed to be closed until 9:30 a.m. 
and we don't know why he was "We did about 75 takeoffs 
so extremely low." and landings in the first one 

No information was available and a half-hours after we 
about the plane's occupants, opened, so there was a lot of 
other than they were arriving pent-up traffic," Mark said, 
from West Chicago's DuPage comparing the activity to a typ- 
Airport. ical range of 100 operations in 

The airplane was approach- an entire day. 
ing Palwaukee from the Incoming jet traffic was 
southwest, when it clipped a diverted to O'Hare Interna-
power line at Wolf and Palatine tional Airport and Waukegan 
roads, airport officials said. The Regional Airport while Palwau-
plane landed and skidded into kee was closed, Mark said. 
a grassy area. , 

The incident knocked out 

• 
• 

Crash question: 
Why was plane 
flying so low? 

Family of 
pilot seeks 
significant 
settlement 

Y - 
BY SHAMUS TOOMEY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Attorneys for the estate of a 
pilot killed in 1996 when a cor-
porate jet crashed on takeoff 
from Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port asked a jury to award his 
family $13.5 million Friday. 

In closing arguments in the 
last of four wrongful death 
cases arising from the crash, 
attorneys for Larry Koppie's 
three adult children placed 
most of the blame on the air-
port for allowing a drainage 
ditch to run alongside the air-
port's main runway. 

Evidence showed the Gulf-
stream IV jet veered off the 
runway in high winds, tore 
apart in the ditch arid was 
launched into the air when it 
hit an embankment on Oct. 30, 
1996. 

Koppie, 53, of Elgin, and the 
three others aboard died after 
the plane skipped over Hintz 
Road and crashed into a differ-
ent section of the same 
drainage ditch in Wheeling. 

"When Larry Koppie and the 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

• I/ 

ThFr Federal Aviation • Ad -
ministration continued its in-
vestigation Monday into why 
a 'private pilot was flying so 
law into Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport last week, caning the 
aircraft to hit a utility pole and 
skid off the runway. 
- Officials closed the airport 

for just over three hours April 
17 after the low-flying plane 
clipped utility lines at the in-
tersection of Wolf and Pala-
tine roads while coming in for 
alanding. 

,The twin-engine Piper 
Cheyenne was landing at Pal-
waukee about 5:50 a.m. when 
it struck either the wires or 
the utility pole itself, said Pal-
waukee spokesman Robert 

ark. Mark said the impact 
oke off the top of the 16-foot 
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to 18-foot pole and twisted the 
landing gear on the plane, 
leading him to believe that the 
aircraft struck the pole on its 
vvay in. 

The pilot apparently lost 
control as the plane touched 
down on the runway, causing 
the plane to skid into the 
grass. None of the two occu-
pants of the plane was in-
jured. 

Mark said the FAA and the 
National Transportation 
Safety Board were investigat-
ing the accident, trying to fig-
ure out why the plane was fly-
ing so low. 

' "There is really no reason to 
be flying that low," Mark said. 
"We really don't know why he 
was." 

The plane was based at Du-
Page Airport. 

Palwaukee found liable in crash suit 
._A Cook County jury found Palwaukee Municipal Airport li-

able in a civil lawsuit filed after a crash at the airport killed four • 
people in October 1996. 

The jury awarded $10A5 million to the estate of Larry Kop-
pie, the pilot of the Gulfstitarn W jet that crashed. The jet 
crashed during takeoff after it veered off the runway and hit a 
drainage ditch that ran the entire length of the airport's main 
runway. The jet's landing gear, wing flap and aileron control 
cable were damaged after the plane hit the ditch. The jet went 
airnorne after billing the ditch and ended up landing across 
Hintz Road near an apart] lent compikoc. 

The jury found the airp. ,rt and its owners, the municipalities 
of Wheeling and Prospect 'iieights, 90 percent liable in the suit. 
The jet's owner, Alberto-Culver Company, was found 5 percent 
liable, and Koppie hirrise! was found 5 percent liable for the 
crash. 

"We're very grati bed that the jury recognized that the airport 
owners and operators had substantial responsibility for this 
tragic occurrence," said attorney Richard Burke Jr., a partner of 
Clifford Law Offices who tried the case. 

Palwaukee Spokesman Robert Mark said airport officials 
were disappointed with the verdict. Mark said the airport had 
a waiver from the federal Aviation Administration for the loca-
tion of the ditch. He also pointed to results from other lawsuits 
that found the pilot and the jet's owner liable for the crash. • 

The ditch was filled in when the airport widened the main 
inway last summer, Mark said. Filling in the ditch was not re-

kited to the crash, he said. 
Mark said a decision to appeal has not been made, but air-

port officials am discussing that possibility with officials from 
both municipalities and the airport's insurance company, MG. 



BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

4Y-If'-' 46 ,3 
Aviation officials want to 

know why a twin-engine plane 
hit power lines Thursday 
along Wolf Road while landing 
at Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port. 

Neither of the two people on 
board was injured when the 
Piper Cheyenne propeller 
plane clipped the electrical 
wires just before 6 a.m. and 
then skidded off a runway. 

However, the investigation 
into the incident continued 
late Thursday. 

Officials from the Federal 
Aviation Administration and 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board were trying to 
determine why the pilot was 
flying at such a low altitude, an 

Family of 
pilot seeks 
significant 
settlement 
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Palwaukee mishap draws investigators 

BY SHAMUS TOOMEY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Attorneys for the estate of a 
pilot killed in 1996 when a cor-
porate jet crashed on takeoff 
from Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port asked a jury to award his 
family $13.5 million Friday. 

In closing arguments in the 
last of four wrongful death 
cases arising from the crash, 
attorneys for Larry Koppie's 
three adult children placed 
most of the blame on the air-
port for allowing a drainage 
ditch to run alongside the air-
port's main runway. 

Evidence showed the Gulf- 
' stream IV jet veered off the 

runway in high winds, tore 
apart in the ditch avid was 
launched into the air when it 
hit an embankment on Oct. 30, 
1996. 

Koppie, 53, of Elgin, and the 
three others aboard died after • 
the plane skipped over Hintz 
Road and crashed into a differ-
ent section of the same 
drainage ditch in Wheeling. 

"When Larry Koppie and the 
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Crash question: 
Why was plane 
flying so low? 
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Palwaukee found liable in crash suit 

,• A Cook County jury found Palwaukee Municipal Airport li-
able in a civil lawsuit filed after a crash at the airport killed four 
people in October 1996. 

The jury awarded $10.45 million to the estate of Larry Kop- 
pie, the pilot of the Gulfstream IV jet that crashed. The jet 
crashed during takeoff after it veered off the runway and hit a 
drainage ditch that ran the entire length of the airport's main 
runway. The jet's landing gear, wing flap and aileron control 
cable were damaged after the plane hit the ditch. The jet went 
airnorne after t' the ditch and ended up landing across 
Hintz Road near an apartr lent complet. 

The jury found the aim( IA and its owners, the municipalities 
of Wheeling and Prospect heights, 90 percent liable in the suit. 
The jet's owner, Alberto-Culver Company, was found 5 percent 
liable, and Kt ippie hirnsel was found 5 percent liable for the 
crash. 

"We're very gratified that the jury recognized that the airport 
owners and operators had substantial responsibility for this 
tragic occurrence," said attorney Richard Burke Jr., a partner of 
Clifford Law Offices who tried the case. 

Palwaukee Spokesman Robert Mark said airport officials 
were disappointed with the verdict. Mark said the airport had 
a waiver from the Federal Aviation Administration for the loca-
tion of the ditch. He also pointed to results from other lawsuits 
that found the pilot and the jet's owner liable for the crash. 

The ditch was filled in when the airport widened the main 
runway last summer, Mark said. Filling in the ditch was not re- 

airport spokesman said. 
"This is pretty unusual 

because those electrical poles 
are probably only 20 feet high 
and they're located pretty far 
off of the approach of the 
runway," spokesman Rob Mark 
said. "The airplane was not 
where it was supposed to be 
and we don't know why he was 
so extremely low" 

No information was available 
about the plane's occupants, 
other than they were arriving 
from West Chicago's DuPage 
Airport. 

The airplane was approach-
ing Palwaukee from the 
southwest, when it clipped a 
power line at Wolf anti _ 
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The pilot apparently lost 
control as the plane touched 
down on the runway, causing 
the plane to skid into the 
grass. None of the two occu- 

nd oif the runway. pants of the plane was in- 
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power to surrounding homes 
for about three hours and kept 
ComEd crews on the scene 
repairing a damaged utility 
pole hours after that. 

Emergency crews from 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
responded, keeping the airport 
closed until 9:30 a.m. 

"We did about 75 takeoffs 
and landings in the first one 
and a half-hours after we 
opened, so there was a lot of 
pent-up traffic," Mark said, 
comparing the activity to a typ-
ical range of 100 operations in 
an entire day. 

Incoming jet traffic was 
diverted to O'Hare Interns- 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The Federal Aviation Ad 
ministration continued its in-
vestigation Monday into why 
a 'private pilot was flying so 
low into Palwaukee Alunicipal 
Airport last week, causing the 
aircraft to hit a utility pole and 

to 18-foot pole and twisted the 
landing gear on the plane, 
leading him to believe that the 
aircraft struck the pole on its 
way in. 
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Mark said a decision to appeal has not been made, but air-

port officials are discussing that possibility with officials from 
both' municipalities and the airport's insurance company, MG. 
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Palwaukee receives grant -7 
The Federal Aviation Administration announced it has ap-

proved funding to close a taxiway gap at Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport 

The $3.4 million grant will be administered by the Illinois 
Department of Transportation to fund projects at Palwaukee, 
Waukegan Regional Airport and St. Louis Regional Airport in 
Bethalto, near Alton. 

Palwaukee spokesman Robert Mark said the airport plans to 
use the funds to close a gap along the west-side taxiway of the 
main runway. Currently, the taxiway follows the runway about 
two-thirds of the way from the runway's northern end. The taxi-
way will follow the entire length of the runway when the proj- 
ect is finished. • • 
• Mark said the extension will reduce the number of airplanes 
crossing runways while they taxi to hangars or other areas of 
the airport. Mark said he was not sure exactly how much fi_md-

Ing the airport will receive for the project. 
Mark said plans are also in the works to close a taxiway gap 

on the east side of the main runway. 
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Palwaukee runway complete 
A project to rebuild Palwaukee Municipal Airport's main 

runway is now complete — on time and within budget. 
The project is Palwaukee's largest since the municipalities 

of Wheeling and Prospect Heights purchased the airport in 
1986. The project raised the runway out of the regulatory flood 
plain, widened it from 100 feet to 150 feet and increased safety 
with new lighting and approach path indicators. 
• Work on the runway took place primarily during weekends 
to keep the airport operational during the week, maintaining its 
role as a reliever to O'Hare International. Airport. 

The airport paid only 5 percent of the $9.5 million project 
with funds from its capital improvement fund. The Illinois De- 
partment of Transportation paid another 5 percent, with 90 per- 
cent paid by the Federal Aviation Administration. No local 
property tax dollars were spent on the project. 

The project earned the airport a Local Project of the Year 
Award from the American Public Works Association Chicago • 
Merropotitan Suburban Chapter. Plote Construction, Inc., the 
project contractor, was nominated for a Project of the Year 
Award by the American Public Works Association Illinois Chap- 
ter for the use of its fact-track paving techniques. 

The briefs 

WWII plane makes 
rare appearance 

The Wings of Freedom Tour 
showcasing a historic World War 
II plane at Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport wraps up today. 

The Boeing B-17G Flying 
Fortress and Consolidated B-24J 
Liberator flew into Palwaukee 
Thursday for their only appear-
ance in the Chicago area this 
year. 

Walk-through tours of both 
planes are available for a dona- 

. tion of $8 for adults and $4 for 
children younger than 12. Flight 
experiences of 30 minutes are 
also available for a tax-
deductible donation of $400 per 
person. Call (386) 451-9508 for 
reservations. 

The planes are on display 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. today at 
the 94th Aero Squadron Restau-
rant, 1070 S. Milwaukee Ave. 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

With the completion of a 
major runway reconstruction 
project at Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport, the number of jets rum-
bling into the Wheeling strip is 
expected to return to 2001 
levels. 

The leader of a resident 
watchdog group says the return 
to an estimated 180,000 annual 
takeoffs and landings will be a 
true test of how the community 
feels about noise at Palwaukee. 
The airport in February touted a 
survey that indicated noise was 
not a major concern for the air-
port's neighbors in Wheeling 
and Prospect Heights. 

However, Warren Sunde, 
chairman of the watchdog 
group Citizens for Airport Safety 
and Environment, said the 
survey was done while con-
struction closed Palwaukee's 
major jet runway on weekends. 

Airport operations in 2002 
dropped to an estimated 
164,000 flights while Palwaukee 

Palwaukee traffic increase 
brims back noise concerns 

completed its largest building 
project since 1986. 

The project raised the air-
port's primary jet runway out of 
its hazardous flood plane. The 
runway was widened from 100 
feet to 150 feet, lighting was 
updated and plane guidance 
equipment was improved. 

Airport Manager Dennis 
Rouleau said he expects an ini-
tial increase in noise complaints 
with the reopening, but added 
the airport is committed to 
decreasing noise. 

"It's always a concern that 
people will say last year was a 
lot quieter," Rouleau said. "But 
we'll continue our efforts with 
the PACE council and come up 

"It's always a concern that 

people will say last year was 

a lot quieter." 

Dennis Rouleau, 
Palwaukee Airport Manager 

with recommendations for 
decreasing noise," he added, 
referring to the Palwaukee Air-
port Community Engagement 
council that helped push a plan 
that has sent more air traffic 
over the nearby forest preserve. 

Sunde says for now, the return 
to full airport operation is going 
to create "a lot of unhappy 
campers." 

"It will encourage the larger 
jets to use Palwaukee and there-
fare we'll get more noise," 
Sunde said. "There will be more 
air pollution and more of an 
economic burden to the people 
in the impacted areas, as far as 
property values and air pollu-
tion." 

Rouleau insisted that the 
completed construction won't 
draw jets that haven't already 
found it convenient to use Pal-
waukee. Improved technology 
and "hush kits" are designed to 
decrease noise, he added. 

The airport plans another 
noise survey in 2005 to see if 
views on airport noise match 
those in this year's survey. 
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A jet takes off Monday at Palwaukee Municipal Airport's newly rebuilt main runway. The project will help spur the area's economy, 
officials said at a reopening ceremony. 

Leaders stress importance of Palwaukee at ceremony 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 4=V 7 —O3  

Palwaukee is more than "just 
that little airport" at the end of a 
back road in Wheeling, federal 
officials said Monday. 

The completion of a major 
runway project at Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport has helped it 
become a job engine and a true 
economic force for the commu-
nity. 

"The average person may say,  

'I don't care about that 
airport,' " U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin 
said. "But they may also say, 'I 
do care about my husband's job. 
I care if my son or daughter can 
get a job out of college.' " 

Durbin said the $9.5 million 
widening of Palwaukee's pri-
mary jet runway, including the 
addition of improved lighting 
and safety measures, will create 
and safeguard thousands of cor-
porate jobs in the Northwest 
suburbs. The Springfield Demo- 

crat spoke at a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for federally funded 
improvements on the 5,000-foot 
jet runway at Palwaukee. 

"Corporations look at: What 
are the aviation facilities in the 
area?" Durbin said. "Will we 
have to go all the way to O'Hare 
When we have to visit a plant or 
set up a new office? Palwaukee 
is part of what makes this area 
attractive to business." 

Allstate and Phillip Morris are 
among the owners of the 343  

corporate and private aircraft 
based at Palwaukee. 

Klein Tools, Priester Aviation 
charters, North American Jet-
charters and the Flight for Life 
medical service ar,cavaartg the 
airport users thatteftibuted to 
an estimated 165,000 taken 
and landings last year. 

Palwaukee's overall economic 
impact on the area is about 
$37.5 million a year, officials 

• See AIRPORT on PAGE 5 

Airport: 
• Corporate 

jets use 
facility 
Continued from Page 1 

said. The airport employs 400 
people and is the state's fourth 
busiest airport. 

"And with Mayor Daley's 
abrupt closure of Meigs, we are 
going to take a lot of jobs from 
the city of Chicago and put 
them at Palwaukee," said U.S. 
Rep. Mark Kirk, a Highland Park 
Republican. 

Kirk could not attend the Pal-
waukee ceremony but spoke in 
an interview afterward of the 
closing of Chicago's municipal 
airport this year. 

Palwaukee was put on a fed-
eral priority list for funding 
years ago because "that one 
runway fuels jobs and eco-
nomic growth all out of 
proportion to its cost," Kirk said. 
"And that means higher 
incomes and good news for the 
Northwest suburbs." 

Airport Manager Dennis 
Rouleau stressed that the pro-
ject was taxpayer friendly. 

A grant from the Federal Avia- 

don Administration paid 90 per-
cent of the cost of the biggest 
project Palwaukee has under-
taken since Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights took over 
ownership in 1986. 

About 5 percent of the 
$9.5 million cost came from the 
state, and the remaining 5 per-
cent from the airport's 
self-sustaining budget. 

Wheeling Village President 
Greg Klatecki and Prospect 
Heights Mayor Rodney Pace 
thanked state legislators for 
helping with the project. 

"The first time I,reali7ed how 
important Palwaukee is to our 
area was during the Arlington 
Million, when I saw how many 
corporate jets flew in here," said 
state Rep. Sidney Mathias, a  

Buffalo Grove Republican. 
Mathias referred to the inter-

national horse racing festival 
held every year at Arlington Park 
racetrack. 

'As much as O'Hare is an eco-
nomic engine for this entire area, 
I believe Palwaukee is an eco-
nomic engine for the 
surrounding towns," Mathias 
said. 

Palwaukee's improvements 
helped make its longest jet 
runway one of the best and 
safest of its kind, Durbin said, 
helping secure the airport's 
position for the next 20 years. 

"So that when people say, 
'What does that little airport 
down the road have to do with 
me?' — it has a lot to do with 
them," Durbin said. 

Cliatt: Improvements 
to runway are praised 

AP, 2S-LA a o3 
Flying safer: The Feds weren't 
the only ones who had some-
thing good to say last week 
about the reopening of Palwau-
kee Municipal Airport's main jet 
runway. 

At the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony June 16, private pilot Mark 
Turek of Winnetka pointed out 
that the widening and improve-
ments of the 5,001-foot runway 
will make life safer for pilots. 

"There's been so much eco-
nomic growth that you used to 
not be able to fmd the runway 
coming in at night because of all 
the other lights," Ittrek said. 

"Now, with the new lights, you 
can find the runway and it  

Continued from Page 1 
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means you won't run out of 
fuel," Turek said. 

If you missed it, U.S. Sen. 
Dick Durbin and U.S. Rep. 
Mark Kirk each lauded the 
improved jet runway June 16 
for its appeal to corporate 
clients that employ suburban-
ites. 

Turek and Airport Manager 
Dennis Rouleau pointed out 
the added benefit to people in 
emergency medical situations. 
They get help from pilot volun-
teers who transport organs out 
of Palwaukee as part of the 
Lifeline program. Turek is one 
of the volunteers. 

"This airport is also used for 
the Flight for Life," Rouleau 
said of the emergency medical 
service that transports victims 
from accident scenes and 
patients between hospitals. 

The other side of the story, of 
course, is that Palwaukee's  

neighbors still have concerns 
about increased noise. 

Federal officials say the air-
port's runway improvements 
should make Palwaukee more 
attractive to corporations that 
might move their aviation busi-
ness to Palwaukee because of 
new safety measures. The clos-
ing of Chicago's municipal 
airport, Meigs Field, could also 
divert aviation traffic. 

However, Palwaukee man-
agement insists the runway 
improvements were about 
maintaining operation levels, 
not increasing them. 

"If we hadn't made the 
improvements, many (jets) 
may have considered leaving," 
Rouleau said. "But now, they'll 
continue operating and the 
pavement life has another 20 
years." 

• Have news, tips, ideas? Call 
Cass Chan at (847) 427-4486, or 
e-mail ccliatt@dailyherald.com. 

Air controllers 
warn about 
privatization 

7 —  3O.—o5 
BY ROBERT MCCOPPIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Air traffic controllers warned 
Tuesday that the White House is 
pushing to privatize more 
smaller airports nationwide, 
including those in Chicago's 
suburbs — a move they say 
would compromise safety. 

U.S. House and Senate nego-
tiators have agreed on language 
that would allow about 70 
smaller airports nationwide —
including DuPage, Palwaukee 
and Aurora — to hire private air 
traffic controllers. Controllers 
now are federal employees 
under the oversight of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration. 

The National Air Traffic Con-
trollers Association has been 
sounding the alarm for years 
over federal efforts to let private 
companies direct airplanes. 

Earlier this year, the FAA 
announced it has no plans to 
privatize controllers, but 
recently a spokesman said the 
agency wants flexibility to oper-
ate efficiently at smaller airports 
that don't have their own radar. 

At least one local airport offi-
cial warned against privatization 
but downplayed the chances of 
that happening. 

Rob Mark, spokesman for Pal-
waukee Municipal Airport in 
Prospect Heights and Wheeling, 
said the airfield opposes priva-
tizing control towers. 

Though statistics don't show a 
higher accident rate at priva-
tized airports, Mark noted that 
two airport towers that were pri-
vatized — Waukegan and the 
now-closed Meigs airports —
both had mid-air collisions in 
recent years. 

"The cost savings come in the 
form of reduced staffing," he 
said. "The way you're going to 
find out it doesn't work is if 
there's an accident." 

At DuPage Airport in West 
Chicago, spokesman Brian 
Kulpin said officials would have 
to study the issue if lawmakers 
approved the proposal, but said, 
"We don't have any plans right 
now for privatization of the 
tower." 

Aurora Municipal Airport 
Director Bob Rieser praised his 
federal air traffic controllers and 
said he "vehemently" opposes 
nrivatizatinn 



The Hangar can be fou id in the airport manager's office at 
1020 Plant Road, business es located at the airport, the Indian 
'Trails Public Library When Village Hall or Prospect Heights 
City HalL The newsletter is also available on the Community 
Relations  page of the airp)rt's Web site at www.palwaukee.org. 

PHOTOS BY MARK WELSH/DAILY HERALD 

A family walks among the private planes housed at Palwaukee Municipal Airport after landing at the state's fourth-busiest airport. 

Ready for takeoff 
Palwaukee 

makes strides 
in growth, 
technology 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee, you've come a 
long way, baby. 

The popular advertising 
slogan was borrowed this 
month by airport enthusiasts 
who reflected on new devel-
opments and growth at 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 

"When we look at the tech-
nology alone, for the first time 
in my life, we have planes that 
can leave Palwaukee and go 
overseas to Europe," said 
Charles Priester, president of 
Priester Aviation. 

Priester is the son of George 
Priester, who bought the air-
port in 1953, when it was only 
7 years old. 

The Priester family ran the 
airport until 1986, when 
Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights bought it. Flight oper-
ations are expected to top 
180,000 next year. 

Priester said he is proud 
that today Palwaukee is one of 
more than 5,000 general avia-
tion airports in the United 
States that make up the 
National Airport System Plan. Durbin praised the strides Pal- 

At a ceremony earlier this waukee has made in 
month to dedicate runway improving safety. 

Ea  Am avtantsi...0 Sen. Dick New guidance equipment, 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport officials have published their 
first newsletter designed to inform the communities of Wheel-
ing and Prospect Heights about the activities at the facility. 

A l  Residents of both communities told Palwaukee officials they 
wog* like to see a newsletter from the airport during a survey 
Conducted last winter. The newsletter, called The Hangar, will 
be published every other month. 

Airport Manager Dennis Rouleau said the newsletter is part 
ref the airport's ongoing strategy to build better relationships 
with its neighbors and the two communities. 

Each issue will include an update from Rbuleau in The Man-
agees Corner, as well as a column that will answer questions 
submitted by local residents and a column from the Palwaukee 
Airport Community Engagement Council. FUture issues will 
include guest writers, opinion essays, profiles and historical in- 
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lighting and drainage your airport doesn't have the 
improvements are among safest standards, you're not 
recent reforms. considered in the highest class 

"The sad reality is that if of airports," Durbin said. 
V•rio- 10-•,•••-r1/1-TINTSNINII-TENGIITM-- 

The Republicans of Wheeling' lbwnship are sponsoring a 
breakfast meeting with Illinois State Treasurer Judy Baar Ibp-
inka at Market Square Restaurant at 10 a.m. June 28. 

The meeting is part of a special series of outreach missions 
to the voters of Wheeling ribvvnship. The goal is to allow voters 
to meet and directly speak to elected officials. 

lbprnka is expected to speak about the upcoming U.S. Sen-
ate primary in Illinois,-President George W. Bush's chances for 
re-election, the state's budget woes and the revival of the Illi-
nois Republican Party. 

The visit is open to all residents and is free of charge. Com-
plimentary coffee, juice and rolls will be served. 

Market Square Restaurant is located at 600 W. Dundee Roar' 
in Wheeling. 

Palwaukee air traffic controller Larry Rider monitors the runway at as a Learjet comes in for a 
landing. Below, a World War II vintage plane does a fly-by of Palwaukee Municipal Airport earlier 
this month to celebrate its runway improvements. 

Palwaukee 
open house 
will let kids 
test wings 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 17  — 3 -Q3 

Free airplane rides for chil-
dren will return to Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport next week as 
part of its annual open house. 

The airplane rides from the 
Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion's Young Eagles program are 
reserved for children 7 to 17 
years old, and parents have to 
reserve seats early. 

Families arriving for the Pal-
waukee open house Aug. 23 will 
also be able to see such classic 
planes as the, T-6 Texan and 
Stearman biplane, inquire 
about flight school opportuni-
ties, and look over an extensive 
display of radio-controlled air-
craft, among other highlights. 

The annual opening of the 
Palwaukee flight line remains a 
cornerstone of airport efforts to 
improve communication with 
neighbors — efforts that have 
grown this month to include a 
bimonthly newsletter. 

The airport, co-owned by 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights, 
wants to keep residents 
informed about what's going on 
beyond Paiwaukee's fence, offi-
cials said. 

"Palwaukee has taken great 
strides over the past two years 
to build better relationships 
with its neighbors and the sur-
rounding communities," Airport 
Manager Dennis Rouleau said. 
"With the addition of `The 
Hangar,' I believe Palwaukee 
has strengthened its commit-
ment toward this effort," 
Rouleau said of the new 
newsletter. 

Residents who participated in 
a survey last winter said they 
wanted more news from the air-
port. The newsletter is one 
result, officials said. 

The focus of the first issue is 
next week's open house, as it 
gives visitors a chance at a com-
prehensive introduction to the 
airport. 

Residents can walk the flight 
line from 10 am. to 2 p.m. and 
visit displays and food tents on 
the airport's east side, along Mil-
waukee Avenue, north of 
Palatine Road. 

An estimated 15 aircraft will 
be on display, including the T-6 
Texan that was used to train 
pilots in the 1930s and 1940s. 

There will also be the North 
American P-51 fighter, which 
made its name in World War II 
over Europe and the Pacific. 

The- Flight for Life helicopter's 
crew will,  explain how their air;  
craft saves lives, Wand personnel 
from O'Hare International Air-
port's Noise Van will answer 
questions. Local firefighters will 
also show off their equipment 
and talk about capabilities. 

For those interested in follow-
ing in the footsteps of the 
Wright brothers, there will be 
$49 introductory flight lessons 
from representatives of the air-
port's flight schools. 

Parents interested in offering 
kids their first flying experience 
should call the Young Eagles 
coordinator to reserve a free 
seat, (847) 883-8388. For more 
information about the open 
house, visit 
www.palwaukee.org. 



PHOTOS BY MARK WELSH/DAILY HERALD 

A family walks among the private planes housed at Palwaukee Municipal Airport after landing at the state's fourth-busiest airport. 

Ready for takeoff 

Airport hosts open house 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport is hosting its annual open 

house Saturday, inviting the public to take a peek at the air-
port's operations. 

Displays will be set up around the base of the control tower 
along Milwaukee Avenue. Additional viewing areas will be 
arranged at the Signature Flight Support ramp at the corner of 
Milwaukee Avenue and Palatine Road. 

Other displays will be set up on the west side of the airport 
at North American Jet's buildings and Signature Flight Sup-
port's hangars. Free trolley busses will drive in a continuous 
loop around the airport to bring people to both sides. 

About 15 different aircraft will be on display, including an an-
tique Stearman biplane, a North American P-51 Mustang and a 
T-6 Texan, which was used to train pilots in the 1930s and 1940s. 
They will sit next to modern business jets and single-engine air-
craft. 

The Flight for Life helicopter will also be on display, and the 
Northwest Radio Club will show a variety of radio-controlled 
planes. 

Admission is free. The open house is scheduled to begin at 
10 a.m. and conclude around  9  n rn  

SON IAVS N NV RLOO L 

Kids can try flying 
at Palwaukee event 

13. I v 3 
Palwaukee Airport will be the 

site of a Young Eagles event 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday. 
Children ages 7 to 17 are invited 
to sign up to take a free flight. 
Registration is required. The 
program hopes to reach its goal 
of giving 1 million children the 
chance to fly by the December 
anniversary of the centennial of_ 
flight. The event will be at the 
North American Jet facility, 1011 
S. Wolf Road, Wheeling. To par-
ticipate, call (847) 883-8388 and 
leave a message. 

Palwaukee publishes newsletter 
'Ilvvaulcee Municipal Airport officials have published their 

first newsletter designed to inform the communities of Wheel-
ing and Prospect Heights about the activities at the facility 
,1 Residents of both communities told Palwaukee officials they 

wpuld like to see a newsletter from the airport during a survey 
conducted last winter. The newsletter, called The Hangar, will 
be published every other month. 

Airport Manager Dennis Rouleau said the newsletter is part 
af the airport's ongoing strategy to build better relationships 
with its neighbors and the two communities. 

Each issue will include an update from Rouleau in The Man-
ager's C.orner, as well as a column that ,will answer questions 
submitted by local residents and a column from the Palwaukee 
Airport Community Engagement Riture issues will 
include guest writers, opinion essays, profiles and historical in- 
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State legislator plans 
Wheeling meeting 

State Rep. Kathy Ryg, a 
Vernon Hills Democrat, will 
hold a town hall meeting with 
Wheeling residents at 6:45 p.m. 
July 28 at the Wheeling village 
hall, 255W. Dundee Road. 

Ryg will discuss the impact of 
recently passed legislation. Resi-
dents will have a chance to 
discuss their concerns and local 
problems. 

In addition, residents can 
learn abut state programs and 
services available to them. 

For details, call Ryg's office at 
(847) 680-5909. 

Palwaukee 
open house 
will let kids 
test wings 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer cr .../ 3  -03 

Free airplane rides for chil-
dren will return to Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport next week as 
part of its annual open house. 

The airplane rides from the 
Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion's Young Eagles program are 
reserved for children 7 to 17 
years old, and parents have to 
reserve seats early. 

Families arriving for the Pal-
waukee open house Aug. 23 will 
also be able to see such classic 
planes as the, T-6 Texan and 
Stearman biplane, inquire 
about flight school opportuni-
ties, and look over an extensive 
display of radio-controlled air-
craft, among other highlights. 

The annual opening of the 
Palwaukee flight line remains a 
cornerstone of airport efforts to 
improve communication with 
neighbors — efforts that have 
grown this month to include a 
bimonthly newsletter. 

The airport, co-owned by 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights, 
wants to keep residents 
informed about what's going on 
beyond Palwaukee's fence, offi-
cials said. 

"Palwaukee has taken great 
strides over the past two years 
to build better relationships 
with its neighbors and the sur-
rounding communities," Airport 
Manager Dennis Rouleau said. 
"With the addition of 'The 
Hangar,' I believe Palwaukee 
has strengthened its commit-
ment toward this effort," 
Rouleau said of the new 
newsletter. 

Residents who participated in 
a survey last winter said they 
wanted more news from the air-
port. The newsletter is one 
result, officials said. 

The focus of the first issue is 
next week's open house, as it 
gives visitors a chance at a com-
prehensive introduction to the 
airport. 

Residents can walk the flight 
line from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
visit displays and food tents on 
the airport's east side, along Mil-
waukee Avenue, north of 
Palatine Road. 

An estimated 15 aircraft will 
be on display, including the T-6 
Texan that was used to train 
pilots in the 1930s and 1940s. 

There will also be the North 
American P-51 fighter, which 
made its name in World War II 
over Europe and the Pacific. 

The Flight for Life helicopter's 
crew will explain how their air 
craft saves lives, and personnel 
from O'Hare International Air-
port's Noise Van will answer 
questions. Local firefighters will 
also show off their equipment 
and talk about capabilities. 

For those interested in follow-
ing in the footsteps of the 
Wright brothers, there will be 
$49 introductory flight lessons 
from representatives of the air-
port's flight schools. 

Parents interested in offering 
kids their first flying experience 
should call the Young Eagles 
coordinator to reserve a free 
seat, (847) 883-8388. For more 
information about the open 
house, visit 
www.palwaukee.org. 
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The Hangar can be fould in the airport manager's office at 
1020 Plant Road, business es located at the airport, the Indian 
Trails Public Library Wile( ling Village Hall or Prospect Heights 
'City HalL The newsletter is also available on the Community 
Relations  page of the airp)rt's Web site at www.palwaukee.m. 

Township Republicans host Topinka visit 
Ile Republicans of Wheeling lbwnship are sponsoring a 

breakfast meeting with Illinois State Treasurer Judy Baar Ibp-
inka at Market Square Restaurant at 10 a.m. June 28. 

The meeting is part of a special series of outreach missions 
to the voters of Wheeling rlbwnship. The goal is to allow voters 
to meet and directly speak to elected officials. 

lbpixika is expected to speak about the upcoming U.S. Sen-
ate primary in Illinois, President George W. Bush's chances for 
re-election, the state's budget woes and the revival of the hli-
nois Republican Party.  

The visit is open to all residents and is free of charge. Com-
plimentary coffee, juice and rolls will be served. 

Market Square Restaurant is located at 600 W. Dundee Roof' 
in Wheeling.   3 — 



Claims for hail damages could to 
BY CASS CLIATT 2/7/0 3 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

For only 10 minutes on Sunday, it 
sounded like the sky opened up 
and hurled hammers onto Mike 
Vitaioli's home. 

Vitaioli and other residents 
across northern Cook County and 
Lake County were still cleaning up 
Tuesday from the aftermath of one 

• of the area's worst hail storms in 

Links 
dailyherald.com/ez  
Bookmark our Web page for hyperlinks 
to more information 

Tips for filing stonn claims 
Attorney general's storm-repair fraud 
alert 

decades. 
Golf ball-sized hail measuring up 

to two inches shot holes th 
roofing, knocked the siding 
homes, dented cars and sl 
through trees and landscapii 
machetes. 

The damage across the area 
reach up to $90 million, in 
estimated. 

"It sounded like somebody 
a sledgehammer to the h 
Vitaioli said of his home on 
ing's north side. "My tru Now Open! 

. a) o P. cr)   .Ni) 
a) cl -0 ct .2 .E S'4c.E''' c.1 cL9 (9 -4--- tow  c)., 

.-; 
  

cc) 
4
o 74-8 .1) .,.: ""

c.) 
 .,:,: 

i, 
 f

„, 2)
,..,,

,
!
, 
 4:  31  

5
0JD 4  

. .i
t,.9 A  

co ., +.„.  
.w•5_,... 0,3 o 4  c<:1 a)  .) 

-0 .t.144) act tup CD .4-. 73 4j 1 tIt) i -45 °w   ° :1°  < 
cc9 '1; •"4  "Ci .4 0 7-1 ° • 0  g 0 -a 

,2 
  - o

5 
 . . 

,,,,,
o 

4
o . ; 

ei) ,..,
cv ,C0 

 a.)
,
0 __.

0 .
r
l'i

,8

'_ .
0 0 ..

f 

t:u

cu 
C ct w v)   

°b  • 0 +' 
o.

o 'C7-> a' a c51).' •F', v)  030co 
a) cu 7:$  ° c: -,' (-) -CI 9 (1) 0 M  0 0>Occi))>4 ° ^6. c'7/.

a.; ...., u . g 1-, . a) 
C.) '4= a) b.0 g 0 cn .° 4:4 Z 48 c'-Ei f:14,1n 

›•.; 5  0 .17.: co 0..) 

Se
e  

FE
NC

EP
OS

T
 o
n
  PA

G
E 3 

. 81) "Cr "0 Cu a) <i) cu , cu 
cu u a) CU '" > ct ,-. u)  tti .d 0 

N 7$ 0 ..4  c6)  2 3 o.) —, ›, . 0, O ,4 ... a.)  Ti 1) cal E 0 a) 
.0L) g ci)  03)  '-' g E' 

,C) 
tg"g • 

• g-, 4-,  0 0 U 4.9 2%01-1 cs 0 - ct cl, 0 0 +..-.- , .5 0 . a- 4  ,.. a. ct 0. ti.,4  03 . ••, <i) 
a) a.) a)  . • a) -0  .. an ›, . a) 

r0 0.. .4), . 7:3 ^. 0 
E ° ""ig V "O) 09,Y 0 v) co E 0 -4as .,.., o ,..., i 

°
;-, cn cd gm ,--. 0 0 ,.. '5 c.) 4 0 ...T4'' 6   

cd  rcl) 1-1  
4 — 

o) E E ° o ti 40) .5  Cl)* co U b.0 bA 

.4 E i. c° 4 4-' a.) • ,--$ 

-' J. 4  +-, a' 0 
4 9 

ci) c..) 71 4.8., U O. 
4•-• ...., ▪ t 

• ,-. '') 0 4-1 P.,1 4 'a 
ccs 

0

P., 1-4 c„) *6 cu a, c.) b.0 3 t.., 4-,  

a) 
0:1  at') TS 4 '4 0 
p z 4-. „_cl.) 0 

O ^0 ca a.) 5 ''' 
,...° ct  . .., "?.) bp>  .bb (1) (I)  ra' a) cl) aa 4 .-, 
ra4 cn H "0 .;' 1g . 0 
2 1=2, aa <4. c<1 4.3  ••••I 

0 

Hail: Car dealer's entire 
stock sustained damaged 
Continued from Page 1 

employee Scott Jorgensen. 
Insurers said the severity of 

the hail storm might be second 
only to the Lake Zurich area 
storm in 2000. That damage 
totaled more than $100 million. 

State Farm Insurance and All-
state were among insurance 
companies sending catastrophe 
teams this week to process 
claims. 

"On the automobile side the 
early estimates call for 8,000 
claims at a total of $16 million," 
State Farm spokesman Joe 
Johnson said. Claims for home-
owners and a handful of small 
businesses could reach the 
7,000 level for a total of $20.4 
million. 

The National Association of 
Independent Insurers estimates 
that State Farm has about a 30 
percent share of the insurance 
market. So, similar damage pro-
jections from other insurers 
could hike the cost of the storm 
above $90 million. 

"Clearly this is a multimillion-
'dollar situation," said Joseph 
Annotti, spokesman for the 
national insurers association. 
'All claims aren't in yet, but to be 
categorized as a disaster or cata-
strophic loss, insured damage 

' has to reach $25 million." 
Allstate had processed about 

2,000 Illinois claims as of Tues-
day for the weekend storms. 

"We won't be able to assess  

the full damage of this storm for 
awhile," Allstate spokesman 
Mike Siemienas said. "We'll get 
to (customers) as soon as possi-
ble, but we have people who 
have homes that are literally 
uninhabitable." 

Dan Vojacek of US Restora-
tions based in Mount Prospect, 
said his surveys of the area have 
revealed individual roof damage 
alone up to $12,000. 

Local families are keeping 
their fingers crossed that insur-
ance will pay for their losses. 

"If you need a new roof, 
you're talking $5,q0," Patricia 
Steilen of Wheeling said. "A lot 
of us are wondering if it's 
enough damage to cover our 
deductible, and that's why we're 
calling our insurance." 

Insurance adjusters were par-
ticularly busy Tuesday at 
unprotected areas such as 
Wheeling's Bill Stasek Chevrolet, 
where every car in the lot sus-
tained damage, officials there 
said. 

In Buffalo Grove, 36 police 
vehicles were pelted by hail. 

"It was those cars parked 
unused in our parking lot, as 
well as cars that were on patrol," 
police Commander Mike Soucy 
said. 

Wheeling must repair 53 
municipal vehicles that suffered 
heavy damage and fix some 
rooftop heating units. The 
money will come from village 
insurance and a liability insur- 

MARK BLACK/DAILY HERALD 
Mary Vitaioli assesses the dam-
age after hail shot holes 
through the corrugated plastic 
roof of her deck. 

ance fund, not taxpayers, offi-
cials said. 

Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan issued a warning Tues-
day, telling residents to guard 
against scam artists preying on 
people who suffer from storm 
damage. 

All contractors should furnish 
written contracts, and residents 
should not pay cash, Madigan 
said in a statement. 

Stormy weather continued 
Tuesday. Flights at O'Hare Inter-
national Airport were delayed 
throughout the day, said 
Monique Bond, spokeswoman 
for Chicago's aviation depart-
ment. 

• Daily Herald staff writer Matt 
Arado contributed to this report. 

SeraiorNet reaching out from cyberspace 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

1—q_ 03 
The Pavilion Senior Center is inviting people over 

the age of 50 to learn how to use computers in its 
new SeniorNet program. 

The Pavilion will be starting its second SeniorNet 
term this month, with classes beginning on Jan. 27 
and running until March 22. The Pavilion is offering 
four different classes that will accommodate com-
puter rookies to those who are looking to learn more 
about specific programs. 

Pavilion Director Nancy Janssen said the program 
is specifically designed to help older people learn to 
use computers. 

"SeniorNet has spent a significant amount of time 
and resources to develop workbooks and a training 
program to teach the adult population," she said. 
"It's an experience that's going to be successful and  

not frustrating. We'll never see these people again if 
they leave frustrated." 

John Dickmann, a Northbrook resident and one of 
the volunteer teachers in the program, said he is im-
pressed with the outline of training program. 

"This is one of the best-planned programs I've 
seen," he said, speaking as a former college math 
and physics teacher. "You only need to know how to 
read and follow along. It's outlined to be very easy." 

The classes are small, with a maximum of six peo-
ple in each one. With one trained teacher and one 
coach in each class, students get a lot of individual 
attention during each session. 

"We all know individual attention is really impor-
tant for this population," Janssen said. "Patience is a 
big part of the program. There is a lot of anxiety at-
tached to this population to use this technology, and 
the instructors understand that." 

Dickmann said two main aspects of the program  

make it so successful. 
"The students get a lot of help and individual at-

tention," he said. "Plus, it's so well-written." 
SeniorNet began at the Pavilion last September. 

Janssen said the students indicated on surveys that 
they got a lot out of it. 

"We saw a lot of the same kind of things (on the 
survey)," she said. "(Students) felt they go+ a lot of 
attention, the (open) lab times were helpful and the 
teachers were well-qualified, prepared and patient." 

This term, the Pavilion will be offering four differ-
ent SeniorNet classes. Computer fundamentals, a 
four-week course, is designed to teach people who 
have never used a computer before. Introduction to 
Computers, an eight-week course, is for people who 
know the basics of computers and introduces stu-
dents to a few programs. The Pavilion also will be of-
fering eight-week courses in Microsoft Word and 
going online with America Online. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Students must pay a $40 an-
nual fee to SeniorNet, which 
will allow them to sign up for 
classes during all four terms 
of the year. The fee for each 
class is $45, or $25 for the 
Computer Fundamentals 
class. Classes are held at the Pa- 

Registration for the second vilion once a week during the 
term will be held Jan. 18 from day ailtd evening. Anyone over 
8:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. at 50 can register. Call (847) 
the Pavilion, 199 First St.,  459-2670 for more information. 

Wheeling. Janssen said it will 
be possible to register after 
that date, but she cautioned 
that many of the classes will 
be filled during the formal 
registration date. 



Learn candidates' views at a variety of forums 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Dally Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's seniors might 
have different concerns for the 
village's future than local busi-
ness owners. 

As the April 1 election 
approaches, older residents 
might question candidates' 
views on tax increases that 
would affect seniors on fixed 
incomes, while businesses cast  

an eye toward redevelopment 
and parents look toward schools 
and parks to improve programs 
for kids. 

Residents from diverse 
groups across Wheeling will 
have their chance to learn about 
candidates' views first-hand in a 
variety of forums scheduled in 
coming weeks: 

• Wheeling Township Forum: 
7 p.m. Tuesday at the Wheeling 
Township Building, 1616 N.  

Arlington Heights Road. Wheel-
ing candidates will speak at 8 
p.m. 

• Tahoe Village Condominium 
Association: Doors will open at 
7 p.m. March 18 for the fourth 
biannual forum in the Tahoe 
Village Clubhouse, 1771 Tahoe 
Circle Drive, Wheeling. 

"We are inviting candidates 
for park district and school 
board to attend," said Steven 

_Boime of the Tahoe Village asso- 

ciation. "There will be time after 
the trustee candidates' Q&A for 
people to ask questions one-on-
one to the other candidates." 

-• Wheeling-Prospect Heights 
Area Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry "Meet the Candidates" 
Luncheon: March 18, but regis-
tration is required by Friday to 
get the $20 ticket price. Other-
wise, tickets are $25, including 
for the 11:30 a.m. registration at 
the event. The forum and lun- 

cheon begin at noon at Tradi-
tions of Chevy Chase Country 
Club, 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave., 
Wheeling. RSVP with payment 
to the WPH Chamber, 395 E. 
Dundee Road, Unit 300, Wheel-
ing, IL 60090.Ca1l (847) 541-
0170. 

• AARP Forum: 1 p.m. 
March 24 at the Wheeling Pavil-
ion Senior Center, 199 N. First 
St., Wheeling. Call Dolly Hein at 
(847) 342-9752. 

Medical office building proposed in Wheeling 
44-4 G7•_5 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Residents on Wheeling's east 
side soon could live next door to 
a new office building. 

The good news is that village 
planners think the building 
would fit well into the neighbor-
hood. 

The Wheeling Plan Commis-
sion this month praised a pro-
posal to build a 3,400-square- 

foot medical office building at 
600 E. Jeffrey Ave., saying the 
plans for the site are creative. 

Architect Hernando Moreno 
of Chicago Workshop Architects 
told commissioners the single-
story building would have a 
sloped, residential-style roof 
and gaps in trellises that would 
allow trees to grow upward 
through the roof. 

"We'd like to be able to sit in 
the offices and enjoy the green  

space," Moreno said, also high-
lighting the big windows in the 
design. 

Wheeling fire officials 
expressed concerns about 
achieving sufficient ventilation 
around the trees in the event of 
a fire, but commissioners said 
the design would be a welcome 
addition if the developer could 
find a safe way to accomplish it. 

"I think you're doing a nice 
transition between business  

and residential," Commissioner 
David Cantwell said. "And if you 
do significant berming, you 
would be a good neighbor." 

Commissioner Steven Boime 
said Moreno would be an even 
better neighbor if he was able to 
shift the design, putting the 
office building next to homes 
instead of the parking lot. 

However, Moreno said the 
location of the building just 
west of Milwaukee Avenue  

would give it needed visibility to 
alert clients to its location. 

The plan commission's work-
shop for the building proposal 
was a preliminary meeting to 
give the architect assurances the 
village would consider a final-
ized plan for the site. 

The developer must reappear 
before the plan commission to 
receive a formal recommenda-
tion before presenting the pro-
ject to Wheeling trustees. 

New modest dress code will ease pressure on girls 
Not easy, but she'll 

Neighbor Fencepost back District 21 hike 
Contact us at (847) 427-4580 

or neighborlet@dailyherald.com  

Suddenly, the "extreme" mod-
esty of the Christian school 
looked pretty good. 

The new ban on "brief, reveal-
ing, and skimpy" outfits has to 
result in higher academic output 
as teachers and boys are far less 
distracted. 

And, though they won't admit 
it, many girls will be glad the 
peer pressure is off to try to be 
as bare as they dare. Sounds like 
a successful formula for stress 
and tension reduction. Bravo! 

David S. Swift 

To the editor: Residents of 
Wheeling Township Elementary 
District 21 will vote on a tax 
increase in April. I, like some 
many other taxpayers, are a lit-
tle overwhelmed with this 
prospect. But what are we to do? 

As a parent, I know the cost of 
everything has gone up. Why 
would this not be the same for 
the school district? I know I pay 
more for books at Borders, so I 
would expect that schools pay 
more for their books. My salary 
has gone up in the last couple of 
years. I would think teachers' 
salaries and benefits would also 
increase. 

Rolling Meadows Do I really think teachers go 
Continued Jim: Itzge I 

These are questions that the 
voters will need to address 
sometime before April. I not 
only want my own children to 
have the opportunities that this 
referendum will allow, but I also 
want society as a whole to see 
how imperative education is for 
all of us, whether we have chil-
dren still in school or not. 

Please give this referendum a 
chance and invest in the stu-
dents of District 21. 

To the editor: The public 
school system seems to function 
with a huge banner atop each 
building that screams: "Criticize 
Us!" 

So for once, it's a pleasure to 
say Buffalo Grove High has been 
caught doing something right, 
thanks to columnist Erin 
Holmes. 

The decision to insist on mod-
esty in the classroom deserves a 
standing ovation. My daughter 
spent five years in a Christian 
school where girls dressed like a 
scene from "Little House On The 
Prairie." At the time, they seemed 
extreme and a little ridiculous. 

Then she transferred to Fremd 
to finish her last three years. The 
first parents' night convinced 
me we weren't in Kansas any-
more. _  

ever, that ethics commission 
members serve staggered terms, 
which ensures that board mem-
bers are appointed under ever-
changing presidents and 
trustees. 

Is Boime implying that his 
friends on the village board 
have appointed or would 
appoint less than impartial citi-
zens to the board of ethics? 

Another specious argument 
put forth by Boime: The village 
attorney, because he or she is 
hired by the board of trustees, 
---?.sents a conflict of interest. 

Le village attorney is selected 
id hired by the board of 
istees to help keep it and the 
ilage out of legal difficulties. If 
ie board of trustees cannot 
ave confidence in the attor- 
ey's work with the ethics com- 
iission, how can it trust that 
ttorney to handle any other 
:•gal questions confronting the 
illage? 
After the recent code revision 

Aleeling is viewed as having a 
more complete and 
tighter/stricter ethics ordinance 
than either the state or many 
surrounding communities. This 
revision followed extensive 
research by the village attorney 
and work by the board of ethics. 

Citizens of Wheeling should 
ask why this sudden thrust to 
abolish the board? 

Robert M. Gerhold 
Wheeling  

into their careers with the idea 
of getting rich? I think not. 

As much as I do not want my 
taxes to go up, I know that this is 
one of the only ways that the 
schools can offer programs that 
benefit our kids. Whatever hap-
pened to the Lotto being the 
answer to all the financial woes 
of the school? The state is giving 
less and less money to the 
schools every year. 

With the money trouble of the 
state, I would expect this not to 
change any time soon. It is time 
to realize that it is property taxes 
that pay for the schools. 

As a homeowner, I know that 
to keep my property values high 
I need to make some invest-
ments. What better investment 
than the children of District 21? 

This is a new and challenging 

- g 
Ethics panel has not 
outlived usefulness 

To the editor: After reading 
Mr. Boinie's letter in the Neigh-
bor Fencepost of Jan. 13, I felt 
that as a Wheeling trustee on 
the board that recognized the 
need for and passed the origi-
nal ordinance, l must offer 
sonic response. 

Firstly, Boime says Wheeling 
should adopt the state's code 
and alleged violations should 
be handled by the state's board. 
If one takes the time to look, 
one cannot help but be 
appalled at the state's dismal 
record when it comes to investi-
gating and prosecuting govern-
ment corruption at all levels. 
Most of the past investigations 
and prosecutions were under- t, 
taken by the federal govern-
merit.  

world, the students are doing 
and learning things in middle 
school that I learned in high 
school. There are more tech 
classes than ever before. These 
types of classes are not going to 
come cheaply. 

The students of District 21 are 
going to have to go out into the 
world and compete with other 
students who have had more 
opportunities. We need to sup-
port them and give them the 
tools they will need. 

The money that is being 
asked for is less than many fam-
ilies pay a month for cable. 
Would the students be better off 
with HBO or summer school? 
Would the students be better off 
with MTV or reading core? 

 See FENCEPOST on PAGE 3 
guvutinliciit auu urul- 

nances and codes are very 
much its responsibility and not 
the states. 

Thirdly, Boime is concerned 
that commissioners (inciden- 
tally, he failed to mention that 
he serves on a commission in 
the village of Wheeling),  cannot 
be expected to be impartial 
judges in any case involving 
elected officials. Why not? What 
personal gain can be expected 
by a commissioner on the 
ethics commission? 

He believes that people with 
no ties to Wheeling is the way to 
go. Past history has demon-
strated many times that people 
with no ties to Wheeling have 
little or no interest in what goes 
on in Wheeling. 

Lastly, I would ask Mr. Boime 
where is his concern about the 
fact that the board is dominat-
ed by trustees who have a defi-
nite financial interest in real 
estate development within the 
village and that real estate 
development is apparently the 
board's No. 1 priority. 

It seems to me that a per-
ceived or real conflict of interest 
just may be lurking somewhere. 
It hardly seems the time to do 
away with an ordinance that is 
stricter than the state's and is 
administered by Wheeling resi-
dents, does it? 

John C. Cole 
Wheeling 



cu  cA ..z. cal 0 ..E.a frt 1 c•Ic' (:) ....11  e-g 8'1'  
...,E o .r., co a.) 

E 3 et: co co — 4-,  o 4 a, — 6 0 d I. s.)  :,  
,... c4 {-,

1- 'S g  0 a) 0-0 - c,.., •• 0 ›, 4 VP b.0 
' 5  b•0  0'5 

cu )(1)`4 4-; 21 ,9 c) cf, c1.5.45'z+0'  61 1:11". taq 
 P  

_c,..v.-... 
1:*-. 0 co w ,... • ..J H  tv 0 a.).4.,0 o 

cv, CU g 0  .2 t;3  A. A Ci . -,'-' k0 4;' tT  ,..t:J  '.15 
an 4 0 o ...., ,a) , 0,_ .§ -1-' •,g i":1 ci) 

A•-•  4 ,c) 
,
5. 0 oi.z o C13 "  ,,,, 

0 co "t . I 0 >, . . - . . z 0 0  + 6 $:1' I : 1  , E C t tiee4 .,9•,, CI) 

LS' . 0°•  .' ,E b.% 0)   18›.. 5'):0  ..1- ; -,6-1' I .19  

CU 
CU 

O.) cf) Cl.) . C13 
> CO 6, (13, _d 
m 4  0 -.4.j 

E 0  

4  c) C! 
›, 4-' 

0  
4.-' 

vs °) 
E ci) tli)  ng 

• 4.., +.., 0 0 c.) -0 3 
04 00 4-'c'so 1-' 'd 4")  • • ci) mi 

 _ 
0 
 " 0 },,•1 0 ,g 

.,5 4.)3co' ci,  ''"o., "' , . . az ....0 >.., d 6) 

°I—il"CB"a' -W iii '''q 2 „, ,_, 
•ii 4a, o..0.. - w ,7 ,d2z1 8 ,0 

5  0  w 2 _ z u ti-.... 4 
lg 72 4  .° a) .c"-,4 e . g 0 . ,.1..), 0  cl, E . (..) 0 ›,,,- 0.6. 

— '''.4 c71::$  0.0 o tu 4 6, .-. o -0 4 0 7, co c.) 73 to am 4-. to en c..) 

h 1?) 
co P., ,o 

o .0 0  cu . 
0 
c.) 0 a) a) z 4 

° o 10 cd  

8' Cl.) C1.1 
0 g 

73 2  

-r 

.§ C)  
F-4 0., !„.! 

tri ,Cgj  . 

= o 
cJ (A E co 69 
.- -dci 2   

g •T-i CD 'Fs' 

.4`.'' 
-,-.  a IL, °I .44 4 04 o 0 

.
ow   

 

o
7.1
. 5o

. 

 

 
 5

S  
 

4
4
:i 

.404 _
r

a
a
j 

4Z 0 4a
C   

-- (I) 0 4-, roCt  4 0 c) E 0›..  

1 

to

lt 
 c
! 4   1    t  ) b  ; c; 
If

u 
 

CU to. ,_..9" a) a) tii 4 

,,0 ..,.., 
 1  

,-. —1 

Claims for hail damages could top $90 million 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

For only 10 minutes on Sunday, it 
sounded like the sky opened up 
and hurled hammers onto Mike 
Vitaioli's home. 

Vitaioli and other residents 
across northern Cook County and 
Lake County were still cleaning up 
Tuesday from the aftermath of one 
of the area's worst hail storms in 

(Dunks 
dailyherald.com/ez  
Bookmark our Web page for hyperlinks 
to more information 

Tips for fIlkig storm Balms 
Attorney general's stommipalr fraud 
alert 

decades. 
Golf ball-sized hail measuring up  

to two inches shot holes through 
roofing, knocked the siding off of 
homes, dented cars and slashed 
through trees and landscaping like 
machetes. 

The damage across the area could 
reach up to $90 million, insurers 
estimated. 

"It sounded like somebody taking 
a sledgehammer to the house," 
Vitaioli said of his home on Wheel-
ing's north side. "My truck got  

damaged and my car, and there are 
other cars in the neighborhood that 
are like Swiss cheese."  

Shoppers in far northern Arling-
ton Heights had to scurry for cover 
when the hail began to fall around 2 
p.m. Sunday. 

"You could hear it hitting the 
pavement, like cracking the 
cement," said White Hen Pantry 

See HAIL on PAGE 12 

PHOTO COURTESY THE VITAIOLI FAMILY 

Hail collected by Mike Vitaioli of Wheeling that 
pummeled the region Sunday measured as big 
as golf balls. 
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Hail: Car dealer's entire 
stock sustained damaged 
Continued from Page 1 

employee Scott Jorgensen. 
Insurers said the severity of 

the hail storm might be second 
only to the Lake Zurich area 
storm in 2000. That damage 
totaled more than $100 million. 

State Farm Insurance and All-
state were among insurance 
companies sending catastrophe 
teams this week to process 
claims. 

"On the automobile side the 
early estimates call for 8,000 
claims at a total of $16 million," 
State Farm spokesman Joe 
Johnson said. Claims for home-
owners and a handful of small 
businesses could reach the 
7,000 level for a total of $20.4 
million. 

The National Association of 
Independent Insurers estimates 
that State Farm has about a 30 
percent share of the insurance 
market. So, similar damage pro-
jections from other insurers 
could hike the cost of the storm 
above $90 million. 

"Clearly this is a multimillion-
'dollar situation," said Joseph 
Annual, spokesman for the 
national insurers association. 
"All claims aren't in yet, but to be 
categorized as a disaster or cata-
strophic loss, insured damage 

' has to reach $25 million." 
Allstate had processed about 

2,000 Illinois claims as of Tues-
day for the weekend storms. 

"We won't be able to assess  

the full damage of this storm for 
awhile," Allstate spokesman 
Mike Siemienas said. "We'll get 
to (customers) as soon as possi-
ble, but we have people who 
have homes that are literally 
uninhabitable." 

Dan Vojacek of US Restora-
tions based in Mount Prospect, 
said his surveys of the area have 
revealed individual roof damage 
alone up to $12,000. 

Local families are keeping 
their fingers crossed that insur-
ance will pay for their losses. 

"If you need a new roof, 
you're talking $5.0," Patricia 
Steilen of Wheeling said. 'A lot 
of us are wondering if it's 
enough damage to cover our 
deductible, and that's why we're 
calling our insurance." 

Insurance adjusters were par-
ticularly busy Tuesday at 
unprotected areas such as 
Wheeling's Bill Stasek Chevrolet, 
where every car in the lot sus-
tained damage, officials there 
said. 

In Buffalo Grove, 36 police 
vehicles were pelted by hail. 

"It was those cars parked 
unused in our parking lot, as 
well as cars that were on patrol," 
police Commander Mike Soucy 
said. 

Wheeling must repair 53 
municipal vehicles that suffered 
heavy damage and fix some 
rooftop heating units. The 
money will come from village 
insurance and a liability insur- 

MARK BLACK/DAILY HERALD 

Mary Vitaioli assesses the dam-
age after hail shot holes 
through the corrugated plastic 
roof of her deck. 

ance fund, not taxpayers, offi-
cials said. 

Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan issued a warning Tues-
day, telling residents to guard 
against scam artists preying on 
people who suffer from storm 
damage. 

All contractors should furnish 
written contracts, and residents 
should not pay cash, Madigan 
said in a statement. 

Stormy weather continued 
Tuesday. Flights at O'Hare Inter-
national Airport were delayed 
throughout the day, said 
Monique Bond, spokeswoman 
for Chicago's aviation depart-
ment. 

• Daily Herald staff writer Matt 
Arado contributed to this report. 

SeniorNet reaching out from cyberspace 
By CASEY MOFFrrr 

STAFF WRITER 

/-9_. 03 
The Pavilion Senior Center is inviting people over 
ie age of 50 to learn how to use computers in its 
ew SeniorNet program. 
The Pavilion will be starting its second SeniorNet 

TM this month, with classes beginning on Jan. 27 
xi running until March 22. The Pavilion is offering 
kiir different classes that will accommodate com-
"ter rookies to those who are looking to learn more 
)out specific programs. 
Pavilion Director Nancy Janssen said the program 
specifically designed to help older people learn to 

ie computers_ 
"SeniorNet has spent a significant amount of time 
xl resources to develop workbooks and a training 
rogram to teach the adult population," she said. 
is an experience that's going to be successful and  

not frustrating. We'll never see these people again if 
they leave frustrated." 

John Dickmann, a Northbrook resident and one of 
the volunteer teachers in the program, said he is im-
pressed with the outline of training program. 

"This is one of the best-planned programs I've 
seen," he said, speaking as a former college math 
and physics teacher. "You only need to know how to 
read and follow along. It's outlined to be very easy." 

The classes are small, with a maximum of six peo-
ple in each one. With one trained teacher and one 
coach in each class, students get a lot of individual 
attention during each session. 

"We all know individual attention is really impor-
tant for this population," Janssen said. "Patience is a 
big part of the program. There is a lot of anxiety at-
tached to this population to use this technology, and 
the instructors understand that." 

Dickmann said two main aspects of the program  

make it so successful. 
"The students get a lot of help and individual at-

tention," he said. "Plus, it's so well-written." 
SeniorNet began at the Pavilion last September. 

Janssen said the students indicated on surveys that 
they got a lot out of it. 

"We saw a lot of the same kind of things (on the 
survey)," she said. "(Students) felt they got a lot of 
attention, the (open) lab times were helpful and the 
teachers were well-qualified, prepared and patient." 

This term, the Pavilion will be offering four differ-
ent SeniorNet classes. Computer fundamentals, a 
four-week course, is designed to teach people who 
have never used a computer before. Introduction to 
Computers, an eight-week course, is for people who 
know the basics of computers and introduces stu-
dents to a few programs. The Pavilion also will be of-
fering eight-week courses in Microsoft Word and 
going online with America Online. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Students must pay a $40 an-
nual fee to SeniorNet, which 
will allow them to sign up for 
classes during all four terms 
of the year. The fee for each 
class is $45, or $25 for the 
Computer Fundamentals 
class. 

Registration for the second 
term will be held Jan. 18 from 
8:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. at 
the Pavilion, 199 First St.,  

Wheeling. Janssen said it will 
be possible to register after 
that date, but she cautioned 
that many of the classes will 
be filled during the formal 
registration date. 

Classes are held at the Pa-
vilion once a week during the 
day wild evening. Anyone over 
50 can register. Call (847) 
459-2670 for more information. 



Learn candidates' views at a variety of forums 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's seniors might 
have different concerns for the 
village's future than local busi-
ness owners. 

As the April 1 election 
approaches, older residents 
might question candidates' 
views on tax increases that 
would affect seniors on fixed 
incomes, while businesses cast  

an eye toward redevelopment 
and parents look toward schools 
and parks to improve programs 
for kids. 

Residents from diverse 
groups across Wheeling will 
have their chance to learn about 
candidates' views first-hand in a 
variety of forums scheduled in 
coming weeks: 

• Wheeling Township Forum: 
7 p.m. Tuesday at the Wheeling 
Township Building, 1616  N.  

Arlington Heights Road. Wheel-
ing candidates will speak at 8 
p.m. 

• Tahoe Village Condominium 
Association: Doors will open at 
7 p.m. March 18 for the fourth 
biannual forum in the Tahoe 
Village Clubhouse, 1771 Tahoe 
Circle Drive, Wheeling. 

"We are inviting candidates 
for park district and school 
board to attend," said Steven 
Boime of the Tahoe Village asso- 

cheon begin at noon at Tradi-
tions of Chevy Chase Country 
Club, 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave., 
Wheeling. RSVP with payment 
to the WPH Chamber, 395 E. 
Dundee Road, Unit 300, Wheel-
ing, IL 60090.Call (847) 541-
0170. 

• AARP Forum: 1 p.m. 
get the $20 ticket price. Other- March 24 at the Wheeling Pavil-
wise, tickets are $25, including ion Senior Center, 199 N. First 
for the 11:30 a.m. registration at St., Wheeling. Call Dolly Hein at 
the event. The forum and lun- (847) 342-9752. 

ciation. "There will be time after 
the trustee candidates' Q&A for 
people to ask questions one-on-
one to the other candidates." 

-• Wheeling-Prospect Heights 
Area Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry "Meet the Candidates" 
Luncheon: March 18, but regis-
tration is required by Friday to 

Medical office building proposed in Wheeling 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Residents on Wheeling's east 
side soon could live next door to 
a new office building. 

The good news is that village 
planners think the building 
would fit well into the neighbor-
hood. 

The Wheeling Plan Commis-
sion this month praised a pro-
posal to build a 3,400-square- 

foot medical office building at 
600 E. Jeffrey Ave., saying the 
plans for the site are creative. 

Architect Hernando Moreno 
of Chicago Workshop Architects 
told commissioners the single-
story building would have a 
sloped, residential-style roof 
and gaps in trellises that would 
allow trees to grow upward 
through the roof. 

"We'd like to be able to sit in 
the offices and enjoy the green  

space," Moreno said, also high-
lighting the big windows in the 
design. 

Wheeling fire officials 
expressed concerns about 
achieving sufficient ventilation 
around the trees in the event of 
a fire, but commissioners said 
the design would be a welcome 
addition if the developer could 
find a safe way to accomplish it. 

"I think you're doing a nice 
transition between business  

and residential," Commissioner 
David Cantwell said. "And if you 
do significant berming, you 
would be a good neighbor." 

Commissioner Steven Boime 
said Moreno would be an even 
better neighbor if he was able to 
shift the design, putting the 
office building next to homes 
instead of the parking lot. 

However, Moreno said the 
location of the building just 
west of Milwaukee Avenue  

would give it needed visibility to 
alert clients to its location. 

The plan commission's work-
shop for the building proposal 
was a preliminary meeting to 
give the architect assurances the 
village would consider a final-
ized plan for the site. 

The developer must reappear 
before the plan commission to 
receive a formal recommenda-
tion before presenting the pro-
ject  to Wheeling trustees. 

New modest dress code will ease pressure on girls 
Neighbor Fencepost 

Not easy, but she'll 
back District 21 hike 

Contact us at (847) 427-4580 

or neighborlet@dailyherald.com  

Suddenly, the "extreme" mod-
esty of the Christian school 
looked pretty good. 

The new ban on "brief, reveal-
ing, and skimpy" outfits has to 
result in higher academic output 
as teachers and boys are far less 
distracted. 

And, though they won't admit 
it, many girls will be glad the 
peer pressure is off to try to be 
as bare as they dare. Sounds like 
a successful formula for stress 
and tension reduction. Bravo! 

David S. Swift 
Rolling Meadows 

To the editor: Residents of 
Wheeling Township Elementary 
District 21 will vote on a tax 
increase in April. I, like some 
many other taxpayers, are a lit-
tle overwhelmed with this 
prospect. But what are we to do? 

As a parent, I know the cost of 
everything has gone up. Why 
would this not be the same for 
the school district? I know I pay 
more for books at Borders, so I 
would expect that schools pay 
more for their books. My salary 
has gone up in the last couple of 
years. I would think teachers' 
salaries and benefits would also 
increase. 

Do I really think teachers go 
Continued film Age I 

These are questions that the 
voters will need to address 
sometime before April. I not 
only want my own children to 
have the opportunities that this 
referendum will allow, but I also 
want society as a whole to see 
how imperative education is for 
all of us, whether we have chil-
dren still in school or not. 

Please give this referendum a 
chance and invest in the stu-
dents of District 21. 

— —6S' 
To the editor: The public 

school system seems to function 
with a huge banner atop each 
building that screams: "Criticize 
Us!" 

So for once, it's a pleasure to 
say Buffalo Grove High has been 
caught doing something right, 
thanks to columnist Erin 
Holmes. 

The decision to insist on mod-
esty in the classroom deserves a 
standing ovation. My daughter 
spent five years in a Christian 
school where girls dressed like a 
scene from "Little House On The 
Prairie." At the time, they seemed 
extreme and a little ridiculous. 

Then she transferred to Fremd 
to finish her last three years. The 
first parents' night convinced 
me we weren't in Kansas any- 

ever, that ethics commission 
members serve staggered terms, 
which ensures that board mem-
bers are appointed under ever-
changing presidents and 
trustees. 

Is Boime implying that his 
friends on the village board 
have appointed or would 
appoint less than impartial citi-
zens to the board of ethics? 

Another specious argument 
put forth by Boime: The village 
attorney, because he or she is 
hired by the board of trustees, 
---?sents a conflict of interest. 

le village attorney is selected 
id hired by the board of 
istees to help keep it and the 
Llage out of legal difficulties. If 
to board of trustees cannot 
ave confidence in the attor-
ey's work with the ethics corn- 
iission, how can it trust that 
ttorney to handle any other 
.:gal

l 
 questions confronting the 

illae? 
After the recent code revision 

Wheeling is viewed as having a 
nore complete and 
tighter/stricter ethics ordinanrf., 
than either the state or many 
surrounding communities. This 
revision followed extensive 
research by the village attorney 
and work by the board of ethics. 

Citizens of Wheeling should 
ask why this sudden thrust to 
abolish the board? 

Robert M. Gerhold 
Wheeling  

into their careers with the idea 
of getting rich? I think not. 

As much as I do not want my 
taxes to go up, I know that this is 
one of the only ways that the 
schools can offer programs that 
benefit our kids. Whatever hap-
pened to the Lotto being the 
answer to all the financial woes 
of the school? The state is giving 
less and less money to the 
schools every year. 

With the money trouble of the 
state, I would expect this not to 
change any time soon. It is time 
to realize that it is property taxes 
that pay for the schools. 

As a homeowner, I know that 
to keep my property values high 
I need to make some invest-
ments. What better investment 
than the children of District 21? 

This is a new and challenging 

- 
Ethics panel has not 
outlived usefulness 

To the editor: After reading 
Mr. Boime's letter in the Neigh-
bor Fencepost of Jan. 13, I felt 
that as a Wheeling trustee on 
the board that recognized the 
need for and passed the origi-
nal ordinance, I must offer 
some response. 

Firstly, Boime says Wheeling 
should adopt the state's code 
and alleged violations should 
be handled by the state's board. 
If one takes the time to look, 
one cannot help but be 
appalled at the state's dismal 
record when it comes to investi-
gating and prosecuting govern-
ment corruption at all levels. 
Most of the past investigations 
and prosecutions were under-
taken by the federal govern-
ment.  

world, the students are doing 
and learning things in middle 
school that I learned in high 
school. There are more tech 
classes than ever before. These 
types of classes are not going to 
come cheaply. 

The students of District 21 are 
going to have to go out into the 
world and compete with other 
students who have had more 
opportunities. We need to sup-
port them and give them the 
tools they will need. 

The money that is being 
asked for is less than many fam-
ilies pay a month for cable. 
Would the students be better off 
with HBO or summer school? 
Would the students be better off 
with MTV or reading core? 

See FENCEPOST on PAGE 3 ..6v buvUTTIIIICIll dlIll UIUI- 
nances and codes are very 
much its responsibility and not 
the states. 

Thirdly, Boime is concerned 
that commissioners (inciden-
tally, he failed to mention that 
he serves on a commission in 
the village of Wheeling) cannot 
be expected to be impartial 
judges in any case involving 
elected officials. Why not? What 
personal gain can be expected 
by a commissioner on the 
ethics commission? 

He believes that people with 
no ties to Wheeling is the way to 
go. Past history has demon-
strated many times that people 
with no ties to Wheeling have 
little or no interest in what goes 
on in Wheeling. 

Lastly, I would ask Mr. Boime 
where is his concern about the 
fact that the board is dominat-
ed by trustees who have a defi-
nite financial interest in real 
estate development within the 
village and that real estate 
development is apparently the 
board's No. 1 priority. 

It seems to me that a per-
ceived or real conflict of interest 
just may be lurking somewhere. 
It hardly seems the time to do 
away with an ordinance that is 
stricter than the state's and is 
administered by Wheeling resi-
dents, does it? 

John C. Cole 
Wheeling_ 



Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 

Dist. 21 could cut dozens of jobs 
BY JAMES FULLER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer -) 3  

It was a violin swan song Monday 
night as Wheeling Township Ele-
mentary District 21 decided to slash 
dozens of teaching positions and 
silence major portions of its music 
program if its April tax increase bid 
fails. 

Nearly 48 teachers would vanish 
from district classrooms next year if 
that happens. Ten of those are special 
education, English as a Second Lan-
guage and gym teachers. The rest 
would all come from regular class-
rooms, increasing class sizes to an 
average of 25 to 27 students. 

The gouge came with the majority 
of the board, meeting as a finance 
committee, approving a $4.3 million 
spending reduction plan coupled 
with a $200,000 income boost. The 
measures would help solve a deficit 
projected at $9 million if residents 
this spring reject a property tax 
increase of 50 cents per $100 of 
equalized assessed valuation. 

Monday's swan song is the only 
thing violins would play in the dis- 

Astor 
Place 
greets 
first 

By CASEY MoFFrIT 
STAFF WRITER 

Construction of the Astor 
Place development on the for-
mer Wheeling Nursery has 
been moving along quickly 
enough to let the first resi-
dents move in this past week-
end. 

Builders hired by Kimball 
Hill Homes are currently 
working to complete two of 
the four condominium build-
ings and about 25 of the pro-
posed 122 town homes at the 
site, said Tom Tylutki of Kim-
ball Hill Homes. 

Tylutki said sales have been 
good. 

"We've sold about 30 of each 
(condos and town homes)," he 
said. "They're good products. 
There's also a lot of ancillary 
support around the develop-
ment with the airport, easy ac-
cess to the tollway and Res-
taurant Row. We're very 
happy." 

This past weekend was a 
big one for Kimball Hill, Ty-
lutki said. Not only did the 
first residents move into one 
of the town homes, but mod-
els of unfurnished units were 
opened, too. Tylutki said he 
expects residents will be able 
to start moving into condo-
miniums sometime in July. 

Condominiums that are cur-
rently for sale have a listing 
price between $250,990 and 
$255,990. Town homes that are 
available are listed between 
$314,990 and $347,990. 

Tylutki said although sales 
have been good so far, Kim-

(Continued on page 9)  

trict, with the orchestra and jai  
ensemble programs disappearing 
next year if the tax increase isn't 
passed. 

The instrumental music program 
would see a 50 percent cut in fund-
ing. 

The cut was one of the most diffi-
cult for the committee to support. 

"I think this is one of those items 
where you have to close your eyes, 
swallow hard and have to go forward 
with," said board President Phil 
Pritzker. 

Teachers would also receive less 
money for supplies. The Metropoli-
tan test would also be eliminated, 
and intercession program fees will 
rise by $5. 

Hawthorne school escaped the ax 
and will remain open. The Reading 
Corps program was also spared. 

"This was probably the toughest 
meeting I've ever had to attend," said 
board member Arlen Gould at the 
end of the decisions on cuts. "These 
are all devastating." 

The plan will move to the full 
board for the formality of final 
approval on Feb. 20. 

■ Astor 
Continued from page 5 

ball Hill is not sure when con-
struction will start on the 
other two condominium build-
ings. 

"We'll have about six 
months of selling," he said. 
"When we get more sales in 
the next building, we'll start 
(construction). We're not proj-
ecting a timetable. It depends 
on how quickly (units) go." 

Construction on the devel-
opment began in late July. 
Crews were able to get the 
buildings closed up before 
winter, allowing for work to be 
done inside. 

Kimball Hill was able to 
begin construction of the de-
velopment on the 25-acre site 
after wrangling with an adja-
cent landowner for an ease-
ment for a sewer line. The 
Wheeling Village Board gave 
Kimball Hill site-plan ap-
proval on the development in 
August 2001. It took Kimball 
Hill nearly a year to acquire 
the easement. 

as C
r
r<

ro 
 r ti.:  V4 

CD < 0 ,: 0 4)  0 
4 ° Fi' tri 0 -i .4  

0 n) ,,..ta) 
"1  va, 0 _ ca ,,..i c c Cl. •-.. g 6 
0 A 4:3  00. r. a) a. -I 

air 
ro 
 0  . (1)  0- ro v) < sl) '.< .."- cm tD 7 5 -.. 5. — 5.  o a, a, .-t- 0 

o .0 0- O.,  a' go c.-.. 
o-

0 
.-1° p Et 7, _ ,„ .-..  < „, ... ,-•  
CD fp RI 0 fp C-.4 
(• .5 (Df 1) A' (o. 5

• 
=,., P ) ‘ 

.;..... ,.... ei.) . ‘, N 
!1 0 0 tC)  IV o ta 
• 5 0+ • 0 0 DU ,.... 0 •-• • .-.1 CD CD .< 0 0 1:i 1   
0 $. 5 .E.:1 .- -, I 
co x '\.),) c . > 0 5 at 
• 5 ti ''g to n r..) .4  tv 4 ....:'-: .... n c ID '-e re. .-.' s ' 
ca $33  

Agency ups 
Wheeling's 
bond rating 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

. It may not seem like much to 
most Wheeling residents, but 
village officials think an 
upgrade in Wheeling's bond 
rating is a big deal. 

Fitch Ratings announced last 
week it raised the rating for 
Wheeling's general obligation 
debt from AA to AA+. 

It basically means Wheeling 
can save on interest when issu-
ing bonds — which means 
lower taxes levied against resi-
dents to pay back loan debt — 
because investors see less risk 
in investing in Wheeling. 

"These upgrades are rather 
unusual," Village Manager 
Wally Douthwaite said. "It's 
fairly difficult to get an upgrade 
from any of the rating agencies. 
Most suburbs around here 
have a AA rating." 

Because of the rating 
upgrade, Wheeling was able to 
save in the range of $80,000 to 
$100,000 more than expected 
last week while refinancing 
$4.6 million in bonds. Wheel-
ing sold the bonds in 1995 and 
1996 to pay for street and other 
capital improvements. 

"Strong tax base growth and 
spending controls have 
enabled village administrators 
to meet increased service 
demand while developing 
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Wheeling's 
tax district 
plan angers 
local officials _  

While officials with the Indi-
an Trails Public Library District 
decry Wheeling's plans to form 
a new tax increment financing 
district, the village's finance 
manager says there's no way to 
verify the library's projected 
losses. 

Almost the entire library 
board showed 
up at a public 
hearing last 
week to 
protest the tax 
district Wheel-
ing wants to 
form along 
Lake-Cook 
Road. 

Forming the 
district would 
allow the vil-
lage to freeze 

the amount of property taxes 
paid to local taxing bodies for 
23 years, using tax increases 
generated by appreciation in 
property value to pay for 
improving the properties with-
in the district. 

Two developers already are 
in line to take advantage of the 
tax help by building condos in 
the district. 

"The library will have to give 
up $1,645,000 if this TIF goes 
through, while servicing 500 
families for 18 years for free," 
said library board Treasurer 
Larry Cahall of the new library 
patrons the condos could 
bring. 

"We simply can't do it," 
Cahall said. 

Yet, Wheeling Finance Direc-
tor Michael Mondschain said 
he doesn't know where the 
library got its figures. 

There's no way to determine 
how much an area will appreci-
ate in property value until the 
village knows what retailers 
and other developers will 
locate there, Mondschain told 
Wheeling trustees during the 
hearing. 

The village also doesn't know 
what types of improvements 
current businesses in the dis-
trict will make. 

Businesses in the proposed 
tax increment financing area 
are afraid that forming the TIF 
would give Wheeling more 
power to condemn their prop-
erties. 

But the city attorney assured 
business owners the village 
would have no more condem-
nation powers than it has now. 

Wheeling trustees said they 
will consider options that 
include shortening the dura-
tion of the TIF and using tax 
surpluses from the district to 
reimburse taxing bodies nega-
tively affected before making a 
decision about forming the TIE 

The village board cannot 
vote on the tax district any 
sooner than 14 days after the 
Jan. 27 hearing or any later 
than 90 days after it, meaning a 
decision must come by the last 
week in April. 
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Now, the winners: America's 
Car Wash in Wheeling wrapped 
up its six-month, 20th anniver-
sary celebration by announcing 
winners for its grand-prize 
drawing. 

The family-run America's Car 
Wash is owned by Al and Mae 
Schwab, and they held monthly 
drawings to encourage cus-
tomers to join them in cele-
brating two decades in busi-
ness. 

The car wash at 400 N. Mil-
waukee recently invited Wheel-
ing Village President Greg 
Klatecki to draw the three win-
ning names at a grand prize 
ceremony. 

The car wash sent us this list 
of winners: Tony Feraara of 
Palatine won a VIP Club mem-
bership good for a year's worth 
of car washes; Margo Ramtin of 
Deerfield won a weekend stay 
for two at Chicago's Le Meridi-
en Hotel; and Lionel S. Fried-
man of Chicago won a 27-inch 
Sylvania color TV 

• Have news, tips, ideas? Call 
Cass Cliatt at (847) 427-4486 or 
e-mail ccliatt@dailyherald.com. 



Proposed TIF district 
The Wheeling Village Board is expected to vote Monday on final approval of 
a proposed tax increment financing district that will pave the way for future 
development along Lake-Cook Road and Milwaukee Avenue. The TIF district 
serves as a funding mechanism for land acquisition and utility improvements 
for new development. 

Lake-Cook Road 

Source: Village of Wheeling Pioneer Press/LRK 
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Strong Ayenue 

Teacher's computer savvy 
earns her place in 'Heart' 

In recognition of her accomplishments, a 
computer teacher at St. Mary School received 
an award from the Archdiocese of Chicago last 
week and two dozen peach 

Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

student 

roses from the school staff. 
Joyce Campobasso was one 

of 14 Catholic elementary and 
high school teachers to re-
ceive the Heart of the School 
Award for Teacher Recogni-
tion for the way she has im-
proved computer classes at St. 
Mary. 

"I'm-  very excited to be get-
ting an award for something I 
love to do," said Campobasso, who is in her 
eighth year of teaching at the Buffalo Grove 
school. 

When she first started, the primary grade 
students used the computers primarily to play 
enrichment games. Campobasso saw the op-
portunity to teach them computer skills with 
practical applications. 

"I showed them it's a really unique way to 
preserft information," she said. 

Instead of navigating the Oregon Trail, her 
students in kindergarten through fourth grade 
now navigate through Excel, Microsoft Word 
and Power Point programs. 

"It gives them a great start as they move to-
ward the future," said Campobasso, a Wheeling 
resident who has been a member of St. Mary 
Parish since 1976. 

By fourth grade, all the children know how 
helps to do a Power Point presentation, St. Mary 

gram. Principal Gary Campione said. Power Point is a 
St. Mary School teacher Joyce Campobasso 
Emily Brown with a computer-based painting pro 

1,;Inds-on type person," she said. "And 
o I do a lot t reading." 

CanTellasso is surprised at how much she 
She and a fellow teacher set up a 

new cumin tier lab at St. Mary with 30 personal 
computor. She connected the computers in 
each cfir::•ri ,oni to the network. She knows 
basie : r maintenance and recognizes 
which -,tilerns she can fix and which require 
outside expertise to solve. And Campobasso  

program that combines images, text, sound 
and video in a multimedia presentation.,  

"The second-graders do a little autobiogra-
phy of themselves," Campobasso said. The 
third-graders demonstrate their knowledge of 
the rain forest via Power Point. And the chil-

dren are urged to be as crea-
tive as possible. 

"It's amazing what they are 
doing to make their (presenta-
tion) unique," she said. 

Campobasso also oversees 
an accelerated reading pro-
gram in which students inde-
pendently take multiple-
choice tests on the computer 
to test their comprehension of 
books they have read. The 

points they earn with correct answers are re- 
deemable for prizes that include gift certifi- 
cates to area stores. 

Campobasso instructs the staff, as well as 
the students, at St. Mary. 

One of the school's goals is "to get our fac-
ulty computer literate," said Campione. Camp-
obasso has the patience to document a new 
program and take novice computer users 
through it step by step, the principal said. 

"I show them how to bring (software) into 
the classroom," Campobasso said. 

And with her help, the teachers used Power 
Point presentations during open house at the 
school and parent-teacher nights. 

Campobasso doesn't have a degree in com-
puter science, but she has taken classes at 
Harper College through the school's profes-
sional development initiative. A lot of what she 
knows she taught herself. 

(Continued on page 8) 

By KIMBERLY FORNEK 
STAFF WRITER 

C 

k vows how lucky she is to work with a group of 
ery supportive teachers, administrators and 

staff, who presented her with the roses Friday 
in front of the entire student body. 

"It wouldn't have happened for me without 
them," Campobasso. 

The Heart of the School Award includes a 
pin, a plaque issued by Cardinal Francis 
George, archbishop of Chicago, and a $500 cash 
prize. 

It gives them a 
great start as they 
move toward the 
future. 

Teacher Joyce 
Campobasso 

Businesses wonder if future includes them 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

4, c)c).3 
Business owners and elected officials are 

pondering their professional and financial fate 
as village officials move toward redeveloping 
the northern part of town. 

About a dozen people spoke out at a public 
hearing before the Wheeling Village Board last 
week, asking questions about how a new tax 
increment financing district will affect their 
properties or their tax revenues. 

Most who spoke own property in the pro-
posed TIF district and were fearful the village 
was looking to take their property out from 
under them. 

"I'm afraid, as a landowner, we're going to 
lose our land," said Charles De Lachapelle, 
owner of RSVP Direct on North Wolf Road. 

Other landowners were concerned when 
they saw their properties described as "obso-
lete" or "blighted" in the redevelopment report 
that accompanies the TIF district layout. Mike 
Linderman, who owns condominiums and an 
insurance company on North Wolf Road, asked 
the Village Board to reconsider some of the la-
bels used in the plan, fearing he also could lose 
his property. 

"My building is not a blight; it is not a prob-
lem," Linderman said. "I've invested my hard-
earned money in this village, and I'd like to 
stay." 

Linderman said he has worked hard to main-
tain and landscape his 12-year-old building. Al-
though trustees eased his mind, Linderman 
was still concerned that his property will still 
be listed as "obsolete" and that he could still 
lose it when new board members take over. He 
asked for a more complete redevelopment plan 
for the new TIF district. 

"I want to see a redevelopment plan before a 
TIF plan, so we all know which way is up," he 
said. 

Trustees said the TIF district is being estab-
lished mainly to improve the area with up-
dated infrastructure and to help businesses in-
vest in their properties. Trustees want to 
establish the TIF district between Milwaukee 
Avenue and Wolf Road. It will extend as far 
south as Mayer Avenue and stretch to Lake-
Cook Road. 

Trustees said their intent is not to throw 
landowners off their properties. 

"It would be heartbreaking to think that we 
would throw people out," Trustee Michael 
Horcher said. "People wouldn't look at this fa-
vorably if we did." 

Phil McKenna, of consultant Kane, 
McKenna and Associates, said the new TIF dis-
trict will not give the village more power in 
condemning land. However, the fund will give 
the village more money to use for land acquisi-
tion. McKenna said all existing landowners in 

(Continued on page 8) 
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going after blighted areas and 
TIP money used to clean up 
contaminated areas," he said. 
"We need to have our ducks in 
order to get it done right." 

Other taxing bodies typi-
cally are not excited tp see 
new TIF districts established, 
because their portion of tax 
revenues is frozen for the du-
ration of the district, which is 
usually 23 years. Property 

(Continued on page 9) 
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associated with the project. If 
the money is not granted, 
Hein said the plan would most 
likely be altered. 

"We will not be able to build 
with the same quality," he 
said. "We'll probably have to 
go to redraw (the plan)." 

Hein estimated the project 
would generate a tax incre-
ment of about $880,000 over 
the next four years, when the 
TIF is set to expire. That 
money would be deposited 
into the TIF fund, more than 
making up the sum that 
would come out of it. 

property away from them, but 
to help those owners improve 
their land. 

"I don't want to see any-
body put out," he said. "I' 
would like people to come in 
and show us how they will im-
prove their property." 

Trustee Dean Argiris said 
he expects some of the TIF 
money to go toward environ-
mental improvement. 

"I see the Village Board 
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Continued from page 5 

lage can get exactly what Hein 
promises. 

"The assurances are worth 
the investment," Trustee Pat-
rick Horcher said. 

Some trustees, however, 
said it would set a peculiar 
precedent, since the village 
has never given TIF money 
with conditions of approving 
tenants. 

"I think it's too risky to get 
into property management," 
Trustee Robert Heer said. 

The TIF money would be 
used to defray land acquisi-
tion,, planning, legal, engi-
neering and demolition costs 

11 7:1,1 I lire Continued from page 7 

• Future 
Continued from page 8 

owners do not get a tax break 
in the district, but additional 
tax dollars, or the increment, 
that are generated after the 
first year the TIF is estab-
lished are placed into a sepa-
rate fund to pay for improve-
ments. 

The only taxing body to pro-
test the new TIF was the In-
dian Trails Public Library Dis-
trict. Six board members 
spoke against the new district, 
saying it will take needed tax 
revenue away from the li-
brary. 

"Our budget is limited," 
said board member Patricia 
Murray. "We have almost no 
fees. All of our money is from 
taxes." 

Other board members ar-
gued that redevelopment, 
spurred by TIF incentives, 
could mean more residents 
moving in and seeking to use 
library services. Without any 
new funds coming for 23 
years, board members asked 
how the village expected the 
library to serve new members. 

"Who pays?" asked Library 
Board President Earl Sabes. 
"That money must come from 
somewhere." 

Village trustees said rede-
velopment will increase prop-
erty values in the area much 
more quickly than if it were 
left alone. They said taxing 
bodies will see a great windfall 
at the end of the TIF. 

The ordinance to formally 
create the new TIF district is 
expected to be on the Village 
Board's Feb. 10 agenda. 

II Petersburg 
said. "This one will." 

Douthwaite did suggest, 
however, that the village have 
the authority to approve any 
tenants in the plaza if the 
building is granted TIF 
money. He also recommended 
that any funds be based on 
the percentage of square feet 
that is leased, as opposed to 
an up-front lump sum. 

Hein was agreeable to al-
lowing the village approve 
tenants, but he was less agree-
able to tying the funds to the 
amount of square feet leased. 
Some trustees said granting 
the funds would mean the vil- 

Village 
considers 
tax break 
for mall 
Consultant predicts 

return on investment 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling is considering a 
$625,000 gamble on a chance to 
bring a high-end retail center -to 
town. 

Trustees are leery of a devel-
oper's request to receive tax 
help to build a 12-store mall at 
119-145 N. Milwaukee Ave., but 
they're even more concerned 
about what the village could 
end up with if they oppose the 
request. 

Development consultant 
William Hein told trustees .this 
week he needs $625,000 in tax 
incentives to build a plaza nice 
enough to attract a specialty 
bookstore, an upscale ice-cream 
shop and a jeweler, among 
other retailers. 

The village board agreed that 
Wheeling's attorney should try 
to negotiate a development 
agreement that would ensure 
the proposed Petersburg Place 
would host the high-end ten-
ants promised. 

Earlier this month, Village 
Manager Wally Douthwaite rec-
ommended against granting 
incentives, saying the village 
should give tax help only if the 
project wouldn't survive without 
it. 

"And it is not my understand-
ing that that's the case here," 
Douthwaite said Monday. 

However, trustees said they 
preferred to be more proactive 
in ensuring Wheeling won't get 
"just another strip mall." 

Hein told trustees he would 
have to redraw his plans if he 
doesn't get tax help. 

"And if you had to do a redraw, 
we wouldn't have as much con-
trol, and it could be a cigarette 
store, or a hair dresser, or what-
ever else," Trustee Judy Abrusca-
to said. 

She favored Douthwaite's sug-
gestion that the village give the 
money on the condition trustees 
could approve all tenants. 

Trustee Bob Heer argued it 
was too risky for the village "to 
get into property manage-
ment." Also, despite Hein's 
assurance that a $1.2 million 
appreciation in property value 
would give the village a return 
on its investment, Heer said 
there were too many "what ifs" 
surrounding the tenants. 

After Trustee Dean Argiris 
said it would be unfair to use 
Petersburg Place to establish a 
quid pro quo for tax incentives, 
the board agreed to direct the 
village attorney to try to reach a 
compromise.  

1}1 ,,  rii•:1• i re eligible for ".171F 
(1()11;1-,; !( , prove their prop-
crtie 

11 us, ',i to improve an 
area that is underperforming. 
overil! I," McKeiliia 
"That's not to say all are un-
derperforming businesses, but'  
the area is underperforming 
overall." 

Trustee Patrick Horcher 
also • said the TIF district will 
not be used to take pAople's 



Dist. 2 1 likely 
to make bad 
finances list 

Ex-priest gets 
five more years 

BY JAMES FULLER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 7_ 03  

Wheeling Township Elementary 
District 21 will likely make the state's 
list of most financially troubled 
school districts come this spring, dis-
trict officials report. 

As the state moves to a new finan-
cial assessment system this spring, 
District 21 will be one of an estimated 
250 Illinois school districts falling 
onto the financial watch and warn-
ing lists created by the Illinois State 
Board of Education. Under the cur-
rent system only 11 of Illinois' 893 
school districts make that list. 

That growth is the result of a more 
in-depth look at school district 
finances under the new system. 
Where the state had only considered 
a district's fund balance to revenue 
ratio, four new components will now 
factor in. Income versus spending, 
cash on hand and short- and long-
term debts are all included in the 
new system. 

Making the list subjects a district to 
various levels of state oversight, 
including more in-depth examina-
tion and reporting of a district's debts 
and coffers. 

The news is bad for District 21, but 
could be worse. On a 1.00 to 4.00 
scale, with 4.00 being the best possi-
ble score, District 21 earns a 3.00 for 
its 2001 Annual Financial Report, just 
low enough to make the Financial 
Watch list. 

But those are old numbers. 
Come spring, the state will issue 

the district a new score based on its 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

Wheeling wants to help the local 
library and other taxing bodies that 
stand to lose out on revenue from the 
village's new tax-funded redevelop-
ment area. 

Trustees just don't know how to go 
about it. 

So, despite requests from Indian 
Trails Library board officials to delay 
the vote, the village board Monday 
approved a new tax increment 
financing district for the North Mil-
waukee Avenue and lake-Cook Road 
area. Library officials complain that 
current taxpayers in Wheeling and 
Buffalo Grove will have to support 
library services for up to 500 new 
families that could move into the 
new TIF district. 

In a TIF district, the village freezes 
the amount of property taxes paid to 
local taxing bodies for 23 years, using 
tax increases generated by apprecia-
tion in property value to pay for 
sewer, road and property improve-
ments within the district. 

Trustees insisted the need for 
infrastructure improvements along 
North Milwaukee are too dire to 
delay action. However, they agreed to 
negotiate an agreement in coming 

2002 annual financial report.. The dis-
trict expects its score to fall below 
3.00 at that point, firmly entrenching 
it on the financial watch list. 

Should the score slip to 2.61 or 
lower, the district moves to the finan-
cial warning list, the final frontier 
before destitution. All districts on 
that list have the potential for a full 
takeover by the state. 

How did it get this bad? 
It's a simple story of stagnant 

income, but more and higher bills to 
pay. When savings run out a deficit is 
left. In this case, a projected 
$9 million shortfall over the next two 
years. The district cites the tax cap, 
increasing teacher salaries, eniget 
ment growth and skyrocketing 
insurance costs as the source of its 
woes. 

Making the list, then, is not a sur-
prise to Superintendent Gary Mical, 
but also not a welcome develop-
ment. "But I think we're doing the 
things we need to do right now," 
Mical said. 

Those include the formation of a 
finance committee to work on a 
deficit reduction plan that will steer 
the books back on course. That could 
mean trimming dozens of teachers 
and their salaries, by far the largest 
portion of the budget, if voters vet." 
improve a tax increase in April. 

The district seeks a 50 cent per 
$100 of equalized assessed property 
valuation to avoid the slash- and-
burn task of balancing the budget 
without new income. 

The school board will continue 
discussions at its Feb. 20 meeting. 

weeks that would seek to ease finan-
cial hardship for all affected taxing 
bodies. 

"My concern would be making a 
deal, for lack of a better term, with 
one taxing body," Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann said. 

Before trustees voted, the library 
board had presented them with two 
amendments to the TIF ordinance 
that would have reimbursed Indian 
Trails alone for lost tax revenue. 

One amendment would have 
reimbursed the library based on how 
many new library card holders the 
TIF district generated. The alterna-
tive would have bound Wheeling to 
incorporate any future reimburse-
ment rules that might come about as 
a result of the library's lobbying 
efforts to change state TIF laws. 

"I proposed the two different 
amendments because I didn't know 
an intergovernmental agreement 
was the right direction to go," library 
board Treasurer Larry Cahall said. 

Cahall and other library officials 
said they support the village's deci-
sion to negotiate agreements to find 
relief for the library, park district and 
other taxing bodies. 

"We're going to make every effort 
to get invited to workwith village staff 
to resolve this," Cahall said. 

BY SHAMUS TOOMEY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer ? _ 7  

A federal judge on Thursday tacked 
five more years onto the child 
pornography prison sentence of a 
former Roman Catholic priest from a 
Wheeling church, raising the admit-
ted child molester's total punishment 
to 20 years. 

The overall sentence imposed on 
Vincent McCaffrey, 50, is believed to 
be the longest ever given to someone 
convicted of possessing lewd images 
of children, prosecutors said. 

U.S. District Judge John Darrah 
had sentenced the disgraced former 
priest to 15 years last week but cor-
rected himself Thursday by ruling a 
related five-year prison sentence for 
receiving child pornography must be 
stacked atop the longer term. 

Darrah had ruled last week the two 
sentences should be served at the 
same time. But, at the urging of pros-
ecutors, he decided he was legally 
obligated to stack the sentences 
because of his own previous rulings 
that McCaffrey's sordid criminal past 
demanded a longer prison term. 

A visibly upset Thomas J. Royce, 
McC.affrey's attorney, said he was dis-
appointed but declined to publicly 
criticize the ruling. Royce had previ-
ously argued in court papers that 
federal law allows a judge to correct a 
sentence only if there was an "arith-
metical, technical or other clear 
error." Royce argued a judge can't 
correct a sentence based on a change 
of heart. He also claimed prosecutors 
were taking "a second bite of the 
apple." 

McCaffrey, who has been in cus-
tody since last June, showed no 
emotion when the extra five years 
were added. With good behavior, his 
earliest chance of release will come 
when he's 67 years old. 

The former priest was arrested 
after authorities busted a New 
Zealand-based child porn Internet 
site last year. McCaffrey's name was 
found on a subscribers list, and U.S. 
Customs agents raided his Chicago 
condo. They found thousands of 
images of children in sex acts, with 
some photos found tucked under 
McCaffrey's mattress and some. 
found in a cupboard. McCaffrey 
immediately told agents he was a 

BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Wriler — e•-• - 

Wheeling officials see no reason to 
hold off on a vote that could establish 
anew tax financing district in the area 
of Lake-Cook Road and North Mil-
waukee Avenue. 

The village could have studied the 
matter further and held off on a vote 
until late April. 

However, trustees plan to vote 
tonight on three measures that would 
spur redevelopment in the area for 23 
years by funneling any appreciation 
in property tax revenue generated by 
the district hark ititirl4hs..tral.Wetrau 
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former priest and was in therapy to 
treat an addiction to young boys. He 
claimed viewing the photos was his 
way of avoiding molesting children. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney T. Markus 
Funk, who prosecuted the case, dug 
into McCaffrey's past and found 
dozens of victims who claimed 
McCaffrey had either fondled. or 
raped them when theywere children 
and he was their parish priest. The 
abuse happened in the 1970s and 
1980s at churches around the area, 
including at St. Joseph the Worker in 
Wheeling between 1982 to 1987. 

Five of McCaffrey's victims, includ-
ing two from St. Joseph, angrily 
testified against him during a sen-
tencing hearing last month. Some 
were telling their stories publicly for 
the first time. Others had reported 
the abuse and later complained that 
the Archdiocese of Chicago allowed 
McCaffrey to change parishes after 
undergoing therapy. Church officials 
say they followed the church proto-
col of the time and later forced 
McCaffrey to resign when that proto-
col changed in the early 1990s. 

On the witness stand last month, 
McCaffrey admitted molesting at 
least 14 young boys when he was a 
priest. He said he couldn't pinpoint 
the exact number because he had 
molested so many. He also testified 
he didn't force himself on anyone. 
Darrah later ruled that was untrue 
and slapped an obstruction of justice 

• enhancement to the sentence. 
McCaffrey was never prosecuted 

for the abuse, and the statute of lim-
itations has expired on the cases. But 
prosecutors, under federal sentenc-
ing laws, were able to introduce the 
uncharged crimes as a reason to hike 
McCaffrey's pornography sentence. 
Had McCaffrey been charged with 
child porn under state laws, he would 
have faced a far lighter punishment. 

McCaffrey's victims have praised 
Funk for delivering justice that 
McCaffrey escaped for years. Funk 
said the government was pleased 
with the sentence. 

"This is an extraordinary case 
involving dozens of victims who were 
sexually abused on hundreds of 
occasions over decades," Funk said. 
"This is the first time McCaffrey has 
ever been held accountable for these 
acts in any courthouse in America." 

Wheeling wants 
to help districts 
hurt by tax zone Wheeling trustees 

to decide on TIF 
improvements to Milwaukee Avenue. 

Representatives from the Indian 
Trails Public Library District com-
plained last month that forming the 
district would deprive the library of 
tax revenue and make it hard to stock 
library shelves. 

"I'wo projects propose to add 500 
new residential units to the library 
district," library board Treasurer Larry 
Cahall said of condos proposed for 
the tax financing area. "Unless we can 
get relief from the village, the library 
will have to take the cost of providing 
service to these new 500 families from 
the taxes of the families who already , • , • 

•suopuStmo uoddns 
Pl!'P lIiM uotruitstA putt oputfup 
•sirgi uouiaA ut sAoq atp jo 'Apol 
-sna aios pug uosraptni '6661 All 

•sjqs 2upuarud jo PEl 
pug sum:Lord iotAugaq spputiu5 jo 
asnuaaq ualpitqa amp Apoisria otos 
aMaJOI uosiapuy papuaunuooa; 
-unpuoo u pug imutpaur am -gift 

•uotipparn  



CO CO G) 
ri) 

0 a  0 -0 0, 
-10.0 
- 0 

.2   
0 co 
0 .g b.og 4,0  

O  6 cC O g 
d 1:$ 

-o 4, b.o a) ›. 
'ig 0 .5 -› 5  _'' 04 , 1--. o — as a.) 2 fi,) ,..,,, ' 
a, a a,,3),, 

-4-' b.0 „ , 
'' 

cu 4' -Tr i.n., a.) c.) ct, r, 0  

E 8 c-) A g c) 

i A  1 FT-4  
ai 

-i0 
O .6 g-2,, 
g "'.5. cz to —2 E 
=7. .c.—q. .,5% -ELF., 

ci) ''''' R • ,-, O t> 0 , ;... t, r6 13 cii 
A EA • g . e' '' "8 t •-. 

at) .- ' g' -45 Ca ,°,4 8a  E • 
• "8  

.--, c.) 0 •-. cp ot - -4- ° • 

• . ?, II  -,c-il FrIci)  cuu  a : •:"' .14:3a 

vl 

-c5 1:3  
,4..8  (.7 c4.,P.,o 
Cad a o. A co .5. g 

P
a i

nf
u

l d
ec

is
io

n
s  

Wheeling trustees require fence at day-care center 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees decided 
this week they want the fences 
high, wide and thick for a resi-
dent planning to open a new 
home day-care center. 

Concerned about dogs with a 
history of biting next door to 
the proposed day care at 24 
Redwood Trail, the village 
board last month delayed a 
vote on approving it until they  

could learn more about neigh-
borhood safety. 

A review of plan commission 
testimony helped trustees 
decide to allow Lolita Kadukov 
to care for up to eight children 
at her home, but only on the 
condition that she and her hus-
band build a solid, 6-foot fence 
on all sides of her property as 
soon as the ground thaws. 

"In the spring, you need to 
have protection for your chil- 

dren and also for yourself 
because that's a high liability," 
Trustee Judy Abruscato said of 
the dog situation. 

A neighbor on one side of 
Kadukov's property had told 
plan commissioners in Decem-
ber he was concerned that kids 
could reach through his chain-
link fence and touch his three 
dogs on Willow Trail. 

However, Wheeling police 
submitted a memo this month  

outlining a history of dog com-
plaints from a neighboring 
address directly next door at 20 
Redwood Trail. 

There were 10 dog-related 
calls from July 2000 to Septem-
ber 2002, "three involving a pit-
bull-type animal," police said. 

The new information — cou-
pled with concerns first roused 
by two mauling attacks in early 
January on Chicago's South Side 
that left one woman dead —
prompted trustees to demand  

fencing on more than one side 
of Kadukov's property. 

Trustees voted 4-2 to approve 
the home day care. Trustees 
Trevor Lehmann and Dean 
Argiris voted against it after 
Argiris questioned Kadukov's 
ability to care for eight children 
without an assistant. 

"I might get an assistant, but 
I don't know yet because I am 
not allowed to start," Kadukov 
said. 

Wheeling ready to retire 
• its ethics commission 

• 

BY CASS CLIATT el
< 

 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

One of the state's first ethics boards 
is on its way to extinction. 

After postponing a vote in Decem-
ber, Wheeling again is poised to get 
rid of the groundbreaking ethics 
commission formed in 1975 in the 
aftermath of federal prosecution of 
Wheeling corruption. 

Wheeling says retiring its 27-year-
old dinosaur is a step in the village's 
evolution, even as Illinois prepares to 
set up a new inspector general's 
office to safeguard ethics in state gov-
ernment. 

A revised Wheeling ethics law, 
which trustees expect to vote on by 
late March, would do away with the 
ethics board but strengthen enforce-
ment, trustees said. It would send 
ethics complaints directly to the state 
via the village attorney. 

Under the current system, the vil-
lage board sends ethics complaints 
filed against elected and appointed 
officials to five community members 
appointed by the village president. 

Also, every employee must file 
forms with the village outlining busi-
ness and property interests, which 
could be used against them if a com-
plaint were filed. 

"It was like having a kangaroo 
court," Trustee Dean Argiris said. "If 
you were on someone's hit list, you 
were subject to all kinds of charges. 
We had our citizens being judge and 
iurY." 

Wheeling's new law would require 
only elected and appointed officials 
to file disclosure documents they 
already submit to the state, officials 
said. Trustees would play no role in 
the process, and the village would rely 
on the state's knowledge of ethics laws 
and legal procedures to decide cases. 

"It's pretty difficult to find people 
who are knowledgeable in law to sit 
on an ethics commission," Village 
President Greg Klatecki said. 

Some residents have protested the 
dissolution, saying the board is a 
symbol of the commitment village 
leaders made to upright governance. 

"Why are some of you members of 
the board so anxious and deter-
mined to weaken the ordinance and 
eliminate public involvement in the 
process?" said former Village Presi-
dent Sheila Schultz. 

Speaking at one of two workshops 
held to review proposed changes, 
Schultz reminded trustees of a fed-
eral crackdown on extortion and 
corruption that sent former Wheel-
ing officials to prison in 1974. 

, "We update our building codes 
every couple of years, we look at our 
sprinkler codes, and yet we have an 
ethics code that not even our ethics 
commissioners can agree what 
means what," Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann said of the timing of the 
changes. 

"We've made this incredibly 
strong, where before it had the 
appearance that it could be manipu-
lated," Lehmann added. 

Trustees pointed out that the only 
violation of Wheeling's ethics law in 
27 years was removed from the ethics 
commission's authority and handled 
internally by village staff. 

A former village board decided it 
was a personnel matter when the 
former village attomeywas criticized 
for operating a private practice out of 
his village office. The commission 
reviewed two other cases involving 
real estate conflict-of-interest com-
plaints against a trustee but found 
there was no basis to them. The 
ethics board hasn't met in two years. 

"1 had no problem with keeping the 
ethics board," Trustee JudyAbruscato 
said, "but I don't know that we're 
losing that sense of commitment to 
ethics. The state has ethics laws now, 
and we're showing that we're moving 
on with the wave of the future." 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 
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The Wheeling Elementary School District 21 
Board will review a dramatic cost-cutting plan 
Feb. 20 that would be implemented if voters do 
not approve a tax-rate increase in the April 
election. 

The cuts are being recommended by the 
Board Finance Committee, made up of School 
Board members Phil Pritzker, Ellen Clark, 
Arlen Gould and Larry Krulewich. 

The committee met Feb. 3 to decide on spe-
cific cuts designed to balance the education 
fund in the next two years. The committee's 
recommendations for next school year trim the 
deficit by about $4.5 million. In order to bal-
ance the education fund, a total of $9.5 million 
of the $52,7 million fund must be cut in two 
years if voters reject a 50-cent tax-rate increase 
for the education fund April 1, committee 

members said. 
Cuts in the teaching staff will make up the 

majority of the cost reductions. The district 
will save about $2.8 million annually if 48 
teaching positions are eliminated. The district 
anticipates 28 teachers retiring at the end of 
the year, and those positions will not be filled 
under the plan. 

The district will then cut another 11 teaching 
positions, plus four bilingual/English as a Sec-
ond Language teachers, one special education 
teacher and about three other teachers from 
music, art or physical education. 

Teachers could also expect to see a 30 per-
cent reduction in staff development and a 30 
percent reduction in extra duty and extra-cur-
ricular expenses, saving the district another 
$400,000 each year. 

The committee also will recommend a 50 
percent cut in the district's instrumental music 

(Continued on page 7) 
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in reading, costs the district 
$192,000, but committee mem-
bers said the program is too 
valuable to cut because it 
helps students stay out of ex-
pensive special education pro-
grams. 

Tax increase proposal 
The committee is also pre-

pared to recommend the Dis-
trict 21 Board phase in its 
50-cent tax-rate increase if 
voters approve it in April. 

An owner of a home with a 
fair market value of $200,000 
will be asked to pay District 21 
an additional $242.95 next 
year and an additional $104.12 
three years from now if the in-
crease is phased in. That same 
homeowner will pay an addi-
tional $97.87 next year if the 
tax rate increase-is defeated.  

Budget ax poised 
Many school programs will be targeted co 

• 
should voters reject tax increase in April Budget ax Continued from page 

more." 
The plan, also calls for in-

creasing revenue. However, 
only $208,000 in new revenue 
could be found by increasing 
Summer school fees, student 
material fees and building use 
fees and receiving new state 
grant money. 

Cuts proposed by district 
administrators that avoided 
the . committee's ax include 
freezing teacher and adminis-
trator salaries, eliminating 
Reading Corps and closing the 
HaWthorne School building. 

Although freezing salaries 
would have cut more than $2 
mutton from the budget, the 
committee agreed it did not 
have the time to negotiate the 
freeze with the teachers 
union. Reading Corps, a pro-
gram to help first- and second-
graders who need assistance 



Village likes 
getting legal 
help from 
outside firm 
BY CASS CLIATT . 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

o 03 
A little more than a year ago, 

Wheeling leaders were at odds 
over how to get legal help the 
village needed for its aggres-
sive improvement plans. 

Efforts to annex unincorpo-
rated areas and establish rede-
velopment areas to diminish 
blight required legal expertise 
that was missing after the 
unexpected retirement of Vil-
lage Attorney James Rhodes. 

Now, months after Rhodes' 
departure, the problem worked 
itself out, village officials said 
this week. 

Wheeling contracted last 
year with the Chicago firm 
Klein, Thorpe & Jenkins as a 
trial, but liked the result. 

"We've gotten more done in 
six months than we've gotten 
done in the last three years," 
Trustee Dean Argiris said. 

The village acquired proper-
ties on Milwaukee Avenue, 
approved a new North Milwau-
kee tax increment financing 
area for redevelopment, taken 
over the lease of the vacated 
Kmart on Dundee Road and 
updated ordinances. 
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Trustee Michael Horcher was 
among those who said he 
doesn't foresee Wheeling going 
back to an in-house attorney 
system because a contract with 
a larger firm offers the village 
exposure to more expertise. 

"The attorneys we have now, 
they get the man (who) is edu-
cated in each special problem 
we have," Horcher said. 

After Rhodes left, the majori-
ty of the village board voted to 
approve a contract with an 
outside law firm. Village Presi-
dent Greg Klatecki, however, 
refused to sign the contract 
with the Chicago firm Holland 
& Knight, joining trustees who 
wanted to hire a new in-house 
attorney. 

Klatecki and Trustee Judy 
Abruscato now say they're 
pleased with Klein, Thorpe & 
Jenkins, but Abruscato said the 
test will come at budget time. 

"I would like to review it 
again to see if inside council 
was more fiscally responsible," 
Abruscato said. "Inside, you 
have to buy the law books, 
insurance and pay the salary. 
Outside, you pay by the hour, 
but you also have top attor-
neys." 
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KeepF  the orAu s i c playing for students in District 21 
To the editor: My name is 

Lauren Medrano and I am a 
sixth-grader at Jack London 
Middle School in Wheeling. I 
am in orchestra and I play the 
viola. I don't understand why 
the Wheeling Township Ele-
mentary District 21 board is cut-
ting the instrumental music 
program if the April tax referen-
dum fails. I am asking you to 
keep the entire music program 
in District 21. 

The music program gives all 
of the students a chance to 
learn how to play any instru-
ment they want to learn. Music 
is very important in everyone's 
lives. It is very entertaining and 
it is fun to listen to. 

The London orchestra 
teacher, Mrs. Elizabeth 
MacGeachy, has taught me 

IP "MIMI 

Neighbor Fencepost 
Contact us at (847) 427-4580 
or neighborlet@dailyherald.com  

many things about music and 
the importance of it - even 
things like being a team player 
and a leader for the viola section 
because I am first chair. 

She has inspired me to try my 
hardest to reach for my goal, 
which is to be a professional 
violist. Without her support and 
knowledge of music, I don't 
think I can ever reach it. 

On Feb. 8, there was a contest 
at Cooper Middle School called 
the Solo and Ensemble Contest. 
I was there to perform a solo. 
My goal for that day was to get a  

1-plus, which is the best score 
you can get. Before it was my 
time to perform, I was listening 
to all of the students who were 
participating and I was thinking 
of how talented they were. I 
don't think they could have got-
ten so well at playing their 
instruments without their 
teacher's help. 

When it was my turn to per-
form, lots of people wished me 
good luck. I was so nervous I 
started to get butterflies in my 
stomach. Mrs. MacGeachy said 
I would do fine. I messed up 
once on my performance and I 
became very upset. I told Mrs. 
MacGeachy what I did wrong 
and she told me that one mis-
take won't affect my score that 
much. After I heard that, I start-
ed to believe in myself. A few  

minutes later, I went to the cafe-
teria to see my score. 

I found my name and next to 
it was my score, a 1-plus. I 
became so excited that my heart 
started to beat faster and faster. 
I was so thankful for everyone 
who helped me that day. It was 
one of the best days of my life. 

Without my parents, my 
friends and Mrs. MacGeachy's 
help and support, I don't think I 
would have gotten that score. 
I'm very grateful to have d 
teacher like her. She is one of 
the most important people in 
my life. 

I am hoping to continue 
doing the Solo and Ensemble 
Contest in the future. It gives a 
lot of people the opportunity to 
show off their talent. I hope you 
understand how much music 

it 

means to me and how much 
help I get from other people to 
be musically talented. Without 
music, I can never reach my 
goal. Please, don't take my 
dream away. 

Lauren Medrano 
Wheeling 

Foreign-born teens 
need better training 

To the editor: I was saddened 
to read that 27 percent of 
Wheeling High School students 
are foreign-born and most of 
them can't speak English. 

It amazes me that a student 
can reach high school without 
speaking English. What does the 

See FENCEPOST on PAGE 3 

Safety first 
, - 

Parents and grandparents 
with questions about chil-
dren's car safety seats have 
two chances to meet with 
Wheeling police officers to get 
some answers. 

The Wheeling Police De-
partment will be hosting two 
free workshops to talk about 
different safety seats and how 
to properly install them. The 
first will be held in Council 
Chambers in Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road, at 
2 p.m. Saturday. The second 
will be held Sunday at St. Jo-
seph the Worker Church, 181 
W. Dundee Road, immediately 
following the noon service. 

>01So 
io ts. g:42;;k1A 

•f3 t ceu 11; ga)  

tz. ENT:4i c3 t' .1  E 
p cis o Cn  0 "S ,74 (Cii) g 

*"= 94.1.1" ..t5ag°'Ntlocq D̀ o'gg•5 E 
f4 

a.) o • *--'" 5 .3  0 • 6 5  
cu evb 00  oat,  0 ...gb 5 z1.0 1.g.s3) 4:1 .

0
54 S "0.) 

7:1
E 40  -1 .40 !:) 

4.1 
'a' t •fg a rs u 0 o cp 1.4 u,  5 0 
• o 5 .1:9 M 10,0  E co 5 -8 

.4 214, 4-..'!!! .̀4 112 

tin 

U 



1 1

0 

114kibe livoriung women 
Expo helps 

BY cAsr4,41',:mm 
STAFF WITI 

02— 
A WI114 lir, tole kpov,1; 11,,,w try igh it is in 

the;' 1,, )' I ill) 'e§ W rO i lier (Iran shop. So 
she invitee of1,1*-minded business-' 
women to an event designed In help ease the 
bur dini 

Traci Grassmuck, owner of The Second 
Chance resale shop, hosted Yi:Ya Night at her 
McHenry Road store Feb: 12. She invited home-
based, entrepreneurial liteinesswomen to show 
their wares and make rktw'eonneciions-' 

"I'm trying to help women in the community, 
because it's hard for them right now," Grass-
muck said. "Hopefully ;.they'll buy , from each 
other, meet each other and help each other out" 

About a dozen womew bropght their jewelry, 
gift baskets, candles, ixitstry mixes and cosmet-
ics to the resale shop. Mist who arrived had only 
a chance encounter with Grassmuck before the 
event. 

Caroline Kennedy brought a sample of gift 

isiness ownrs.connect 
baskets from her bush iesS, Designs by Caroline. 
Kennedy said she ran into Grassmuck while 
shopping at Nordstrom's Rack in Schaumburg. 

"We struck up a conversation, and she told me 
about (the event)," Kennedy said. "We really 
have to rely on ourselves to keep our businesses 
going. , 

Laura Schut:,z-fianeko ran into Grassmuck at 
a local restaAnt. 'She was' immediately inter-
ested in the expo and brought je!..yelry.  from her 
business, Jewels by Park Lane. 

"It's a chance to connect with others and meet 
like-minded 'people," she said.',"This is 'about 
women helping women.", 

Many of Grassmuck's regular customers 
stoppeEd by, talked with the women and made a 
few purchases, too, Grassmuck said the event is 
an extension of her business philosophy -- help-. 
ing the community 

"It is a different kind of marketing," she said. 
"We'll never get rich, but I guess it all, depends 
on the way you look at your riches." 

Five businesses fined for liquor violations , 
' The Wheeling Liquer Control Commission fined five res-
taurants for serving alcohol to minors during a police sting 
conducted in November. 

Representatives from each of the five restaurants pleaded 
guilty to the charge at the Feb. 3 Liquor Control Commission 
meeting and said they will reinforce and improve employee 

;training. . 4. 
Hackney's, Hangouts, PS Pub n." 

Study: Dist. 21 enrollment boom over 
Demographer says increases in next five years will be small compared to '90s 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling Elementary School Dis-
trict 21 can expect small increases in 
student enrollment over the next five 
years, according to a demographic 
study commissioned by the School 
Board. 

George Ambruster, of demographer 
K-12 Analytics Group, reported the 
findings of the study at a recent board 
meeting. He said enrollment in the 
district has leveled off in the last few 
years since the explosion during the 
mid-1990s. 

District enrollment was at 6,126 stu-
dents in the 1992-93 school year. En-
rollment increased to 6,911 in the 
1996-97 school year, an increase of 12.8 
percent. 

Since then, growth has slowed. In 
the 1997-98 school year, enrollment to- 

A 

taled 7,073. This year, enrollment is at 
7,193, or an increase of only 1.7 per-
cent. 

Ambruster estimates enrollment 
throughout the district to grow by .5 
percent each year over the next five 
years, compared to an annual average 
growth rate of 1.45 percent over the 
last 12 years. He based his projections 
on an examination of population 
growth over the last 12 years and com-
paring it with the number of residen-
tial building permits that have been is-
sued throughout the district. 

Ambruster speculated that the eco-
nomic slowdown contributed to the de-
crease in building permits being is-
sued. However, if economic conditions 
improve, then enrollment could in-
crease, he said. And so could his pro-
jections in enrollment increases. 

".I've never been in a situation 
where there have been lots of dips (in  

enrollment) during an economic 
boom," he said. "I expect, if the econ-
omy has a rapid turnaround, (enroll-
ment) will come back." 

School numbers 
Ambruster also presented forecasts 

of future enrollment in each school. 
Schools on the east side of the district 
are expected to grow more quickly 
over the next five years, but even that 
growth is smaller than expected, said 
Board President Phil Pritzker. 

Field Elementary School's popula-
tion is expected to grow about 6 per-
cent, from 570 students this year to 605 
in the 2007-08 school year. Frost is ex-
pected to grow by about 6 percent, 
from 559 students this year to 593 in 
2007-08. Twain is expected to grow 8 
percent, from 489 students this year to 
529 in 2007-08. Whitman is expected to  

grow by about 6 percent, from 838 this 
year to 890 in 2007-08. 

Kilmer Elementary School is ex-
pected to decrease in size by about .47 
percent, from 395 this year to 386 in 
2007-08. It is the only school projected 
to see a decrease in enrollment. 

Longfellow is expected to see a 2 
percent increase in enrollment, from 
409 this year to 421 in 2007-08. Poe is 
expected to see a 2 percent increase 
from 451 this year to 460 in 2007-08. Ri-
ley's increase should be a negligible 
.26 percent, growing from 586 students 
this year to 610 in 2007-08. Tarkington 
should see an increase of about 2 per-
cent, from 473 this year to 483 in 
2007-08. 

Middle school enrollments are ex-
pected to see similar increases. Cooper 
should see a .26 percent increase, from 
705 this year to 714 in 2007-08. London 

(Continued on page 7) 

should grow from 782 this year to 792 in 
2007-08, or a .25 percent increase. Holmes 
is expected to see enrollment climb by 
about 6 percent, from 930 this year to 997 
in 2007-08. 

A pleasant surprise? 

Board President Phil Pritzker said the 
only surprising element of the study was 
Ambruster's estimate of overall enroll-
ment growth over the next five years, 
which Pritzker said he expected to be 
higher. 

"They're not nearly as high as we an-
ticipated," Pritzker said. "It doesn't 
create an extreme urgency that says we 
need to find space because we have large 
numbers coming through the door." 

Although Ambruster's projections do 
not show large increases, Pritzker said  

the space problem is not going away, and 
something must be done to fix it. 

"We still have an uneven distribution 
of students," he said. "We're still con-
cerned about space. We're now in a posi-
tion to look at a short-term solution in-
stead of one quick resolution that was 
going to hold us over because the num-
bers were coming." 

The Superintendent's Advisory Coun-
cil, made up of more than 60 parents and 
residents, is expected to give the District 
21 School Board a recommendation to 
solve the space issue at the board's Feb. 
20 meeting. Pritzker said he does not ex-
pect the board to take any action at that 
meeting. 

Pritzker did say it is now unlikely, 
given Ambruster's projections, that the 
district will plan to add classrooms, either 
permanent or temporary, to solve the 
problem. 

Ambruster was hired to conduct the 
study in August at a cost of about $12,000. 
The District 21 Board promised to hire a 
demographer last May, after the board 
could not produce a long-term solution to 
overcrowding in east-side schools. Dis-
trict 21 administrators had a difficult 
time pinning down the effects of pro-
posed boundary changes, which would 
have drastically altered ethnic popula-
tions in some school buildings. 

To alleviate overcrowding in Whitman 
Elementary School this year, Whitman 
kindergartners were sent to the Haw-
thorne School building. However, that 
does not address issues of overcrowding 
in Whitman's playground, lunchroom or 
assembly areas, which kindergartners do 
not typically use. The plan has given 
Whitman more classroom space, as well 
as an art and music room. 

Village buys Kmart lease 
' The Wheeling Village Board voted Monday to purchase the 
lease of the former Kmart building at 780 W. Dundee Road, 
effectively paving the way for the possible redevelopment of 
the property and others nearby. 

The village will buy the building leasing rights for $810,000 
from the Kimco real estate trust, which currently owns the 
building. The village also will pay about $26,000 in monthly 
rent on the 107,000-square-foot building, or about 24 cents per 
square foot. 

Village Manager Wallace Douthwaite said the initial 
$810,000 to buy the lease will come from the village's reserve 
fund, He said closing on the lease agreement should follow 
Kmart's Feb. 28 hearing in bankruptcy court. 

Trustees said buying the lease will give the village more 
control as to who will move into the, building and will make it 
easier to purchase the building for redevelopment in the fu-
ture. Trustees feared a new tenant for the building would 
sign a long-term lease, similar to the Kmart lease, making it 
more difficult to acquire the building for redevelopment. 

Kmart signed its lease in 1967, and there were still 48 years 
left on the agreement. If the village wanted to purchase the 
building after a new tenant had signed a long-term lease, the 
village would have had to buy out the lease and then buy the 
building. Trustees said buying the lease now will save the vil-
lage millions or dollars if officials wanted to buy the building 
in the future. 

In the meantime, trustees say the village will be looking for 
a tenant to sign a short-term lease for the building. Since 
monthly rents on commercial spaces can be as high as $8 per 
square foot, trustees say they believe it's possible to recover 
the village's cost associated with purchasing the lease and 
renting the building from Kimco. 

The Wheeling store was one of 284 Kmart closed when it 
filed for bankruptcy last March.  
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Here's how to check 
on Dist. 21 closings 

Parents and students in 
Wheeling Township Elementary 
District 21 can check the impact 
of snowfall and local school 
closings in a number of differ-
ent ways. On the radio, tune to 
WGN 720-AM or WBBM 780-
AM. The major networks, CBS-
2, NBC-5, ABC-7 and WGN-9, 
FOX-32 and CLTV on cable will 
also list school closings. Still, the 
most direct route to check Dis-
trict 21 is on the district's Web 
site at: www.d21.k12.il.us. If 
school is closed, classes will 
resume the next day unless the 
Web site indicates otherwise. 

Ongoing economic revitalization a common 
thread among all Village Board candidates 

derdeveloped property in the Crossroads TIF. 
He believes putting smaller parcels together 
will entice developers to build in the area. 

"There are a lot of little parcels there," he 

• Hopefuls 
Continued from page 8 

south. There is a combined 30 
acres near the Milwaukee 
Avenue and Lake-Cook Road 
intersection that would be 
ideal for a casino, Telow ar-
gues. 

"I'm not saying we're going 
to get it, but we should mdke 
an attempt," he said. "There 
are a lot of people tin neigh-
boring towns) with a lot of 
money to dispose of." 

Telow also said the village 
should improve on indus- 
trial base to create Intl e jobs. 

"We're not Lake Forest, and 
we're not Long Telow 
said. "We're a Nut •". ir CHM-

. 1111Thily. We Rend bie, inesses 
(in town) to make money and 
businesses that knew how to 
slake it." 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
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All of the candid,teq running for election to 

Board hopefuls 
question Telow's 
idea of casino 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

One candidate running for 
the Wheeling Village Board 
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"We have a lot of industry 
and other opportunities for 
revenue," he said. "There are 
other opportunities we need to 
build on." 
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Readers 
Editor's note: Letters about 
Wheeling Township Elements 
District 21 were written and 
received before the school boa 
decision late last week to save 
orchestra program. 

To the editor: Like most cc 
munities in the area, over 
past decade District 21 1 
experienced growth in ern-,  
ment and the correspond 
increase in costs to meet t 
growth. 

The last time the school 
trict asked for an increase in 
education fund tax rate was 
1989. Voters had the foresight 
responsibly approve a 70-cc 
increase in the rate. The distr 
had not yet implemented t 
full increase when the stat 
mandated tax cap was impos 

E-mail photos in JPEti tormat or 
send original photographs along 
with an SASE; laser prints will 
not be accepted due to poor 
reproduction quality. 

Commitments 
Wedding, engagement and 
anniversary announcements. 

Published the third Sunday 
of each month 

For forms by mail, call 
427-4495 or e-mail 
ntwohey@dailyherald.com  

Forms available online 
at www.dailyherald.com. 
Click "contact us." 

Business section 
Send business tips to 
business@dailyherald.com  

Business editor: 427-4565; 
jkane@dailyherald.com  

Northwest Business column: 
427-4567; 
krniku  

emergency situation. The training 
Red Cross in partnership with the 
gram and The Volunteer Center of 
and focused on the knowledge an 
a disaster relief operation. Red Cri 
stressed the need for disaster pre 
mation relating to setting up and 
Those in attendance included: Pri: 
Peggy Lowry of Elk Grove Village; 
Schirmer, Vern Risty and Ruth Rar 
Eiseman and Marlene Greenberg 
der of Niles; LaVerne LaRocca of II 
Robert Brown and Mary Waigand 
Pauline Lahman and Barbara Stee 
of Park Ridge; and Paul and Evely 
teer Center and the Retired and St 
information and placement for pet 
ested in meaningful volunteer ass 
(847) 228-1006 or the Volunteer C 
the Web site at www.tvcrsvp.org. 
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Continued from page 8 

south. There is a combined 30 
acres near the Milwaukee 
Avenue and Lake-Cook Road 
intersection that would be 
ideal for a casino, Telow ar-
gues. 

"I'm not saying we're going 
to get it, but we should make 
an attempt," he said. "There 
are a lot of people ( in neigh-
boring towns) with a lot of 
money to dispose of." 

Telow also said the village 
should improve on it indus-
trial base to create I now jobs. 

"We're not Lake Forest, and 
we're not Long Grf Tel ow 
said. "We're a 10tu• c-Ihr com-
munity. We reed businesses 
(in town) to make money and 
businesses that know how to 
make it." 

Board hopefuls 
question Telow's 
idea of casino 

ope u s zeroing in 
on village's \Titan 

Ongoing economic revitalization a common 
thread among all Village Board candidates 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

One candidate running for 
the Wheeling Village Board 
said gambling could play a big 
part in the village's approach 
to economic redevelopment. 

Steven Telow, one of six 
people running for three trus-
tee positions, said Wheeling is 
an ideal location to build a ca-
sino, especially near the inter-
section of Lake-Cook Road 
and Milwaukee Avenue. 

"It's a desirable spot," he 
said. "We've got transporta-
tion there with Lake-Cook 
Road, Milwaukee Avenue and 
(Interstate) 294 there. And if 
you look at the outer rim, 
there are towns like River-
woods, Lake Forest, Deerfield, 
Barrington — towns with peo-
ple with a lot of money." 

With Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport down the road, Telow, 
who personally opposes gam-
bling, even suggested that the 
financially elite from across 
the country might fly into 
Wheeling to try their luck at a 
casino. 

He said village officials 
could acquire the nearly 30 
acres on the southeast corner 
of Milwaukee and Lake-Cook 
and build "an elegant" casino 
and hotel. A casino, he added, 
could also generate plenty of 
revenue for the village to help 
"bail out" Wheeling Elemen-
tary School District 21, which 
is facing financial difficulty. 

"It would be an attraction 
that brings people in from 
hundreds of miles away," he 
said. "If we had some push be-
hind it, I think our chances 
would be good." 

The other candidates are 
not as keen on the idea of 
gambling in Wheeling. 

Ken Brady, the chairman of 
the Plan Commission who is 
seeking a spot on the Village.  
Board, said a casino does not 
fit into his vision of Wheel-
ing's future. 

"We're trying to make 
Wheeling a place where peo-
ple want to live," he said. "A 
casino would do nothing for 
that image. In fact, it might 
hurt it a little." 

Brady said casinos are the 
only major revenue source for 
many of the Illinois cities and 
towns with them. Wheeling is 
not financially reliant on any 
one segment of its economy, 
he said, and he would rather 
see the village improve upon 
existing resources than rely 
on casino revenues. 

"We have a lot of industry 
and other opportunities for 
revenue," he said. "There are 
other opportunities we need to 
build on." 

Pam Dorband, another plan 
commissioner who is running 
for the Village Board, said a 
casino could put an undue 
strain on the village's Police 
Department, Fire Department, 
roads and residents. 

"Is that what we really want 
for our town?" she said. "I 
think there are more nega-
tives than positives." 

Dorband also said it is "ri-
diculous" to talk about bring-
ing a casino into Wheeling 
when there is only one gam-
ing license available and so 
many municipalities are after 
it. 

"It'll probably go to a village 
or town that is deprived," she 
said. "There's not a hope in 
the world that we'd get it." 

Incumbent Trustee Patrick 
Horcher, who is seeking re-
election, called Telow's idea 
an "interesting diversion," but 
he also thinks it is unlikely 
Wheeling would be able to get 
its hands on the gaming li-
cense. 

"There are other towns that 
are too far along (in the pro-
cess) and more financially dis-
tressed than we are trying to 
get it," he said. "I think it 
would be a waste of re-
sources." 

Horcher said he is not terri-
bly opposed to a casino in 
town, if it were managed prop-
erly and the police were able 
to keep it safe. 

"It's fun to think about," he 
said. "I just think we'd have 
difficulty getting the license." 

Trustee Robert Heer also is 
seeking re-election, and he 
said the village would have to 
do a lot of research before em-
barking on an endeavor like 
building a casino. He said the 
village would have to find a 
"top-notch" organization to 
build it and operate it so it 
doesn't bring in any "undesir; 
able" people. 

"Anytime you look at somef 
thing like a casino, you have 
to be careful, because with the 
big money can come big prob-
lems," he said. "You would 
have to keep it as a place 
where people have fun, but 
not a place where riffraff hang 
out." 

Trustee Judy Abruscato; 
who is seeking her fifth term, 
had only one comment con- 
cerning a Wheeling casino: "I 
have no desire to bring a ca-
sino into town. Period." 

   

By CASEY MoccuT 

  

derdeveioped property in the Crossroads TIF. 
He believes putting smaller parcels together 
will entice developers to build in the area. 

"There are a lot of little parcels there," he 
said. "We're trying to compile those parcels." 

Horcher said, his entrepreneurial experience 
as a small businessman will help the board 
when working with other small business own-
ers, especially in areas of issuing permits and 
licenses and issues dealing with annexation. 

"I'm aware of the frustration of people when 
they come to the board," he said. "I know what 
they're going through." 

The challengers 
Brady has been on the Plan Commission for 

seven years.and has served as its chairman for 
the past two. He ran for trustee in 1975, when 
even then he tried to outline a vision for the fu-
ture. His political aspirations waned through 
the 1980s, and he became involved again when 
he joined the Plan Commission. 

Brady said the village's vision can be real-
ized by sticking to the new comprehensive 
land-use plan the village is updating now. 

"If we can't{ get • a vision of where we want 
the village to go, we'll never be able to tell de-
velopers what we would like them to build," he 
said. "We can't let this vision of the community 
die. We've got some young blood on the Village 
Board who want to get this done." 

Brady said the village is going to have to 
stay ahead of the curve since development 
trends move quickly. He said he believes his 
career as a contractor, from which he will retire 
this year, could give him insight to new trends 
in development. 

"The village is at the starting gate," he said. 
"I want to join this group." 

Dorband has been on the Plan Commission 
the last three years: She ran unsuccessfully for 
trustee in 2001. She said she was pleased with 
her results in the election two years ago and 
hopes to have enough success this time around 
to win a seat on the board. Dorband garnered 
902 votes, falling 157 short of winning the third 
available seat in 2001. 

"It told me that a lot of people, obviously, be-
lieved in me and my direction is one that they 
liked," she said. 

Dorband said it is critical the board accept 
the new comprehensive plan the Plan Commis-
sion has worked on over the past year and put 
it into action, unlike so many other studies she 
said the village' has conducted over the years 
and then put on theshelf. 

"We've been working so hard to improve ev-
erything around the village," she said. 'We 
need to utilize that plan. We need to follow that 
road map that's been set." 

Telow is the only candidate who is not cur-
rently involved in village government. He does 
have 40 years experience as a precinct captain 
and is a fixture at Village Board meetings. 

Telow has a distinctly different view of rede-
veloping Wheeling than the other candidates, 
and it begins with a casino. 

Village officials have been trying to find a 
suitable way to redevelop the Wedgewood Rid-
ing Center and the neighboring parcels to the 

(Continued on page 11)  

 

STAFF WRITER 
Fe. b .20, tp.Q3 

All of the candicintps 'running for election to 
the Wheeling Village Board say they want to be 
a part of the changes that continue to propel 
the village in a new direction. 

 

   

CASINO NIGHTS? 
111 Page 12 

  

      

The six people seeking one of three seats on 
the board, incumbents Judy Abruscato, Robert 
Heer and Patrick Ilarcher, and challengers 
Ken Brady, Pam Dorband, and Steven Telow, 
each has ideas aboUt how the village should 
continue its 'already aggressive path of eco-
nomic revitalization. 

With new residential and commercial devel-
opments rising lin along Milwaukee Avenue 
and with village officials plotting a new course 

1 for future development, the candidates know 
that the landscape is changing and that they 
will have to play a role in moving the village 
along if they are elected April 1. 

! • 

The incumbentS.: 
Abr.r. Tit^ tie  serving her fourth term. She 

has seen how things have transformed over the 
past 16 years, and she said She still has the de: :: 
sire to be a part of shaping even more change. • 

"We're cleaning up Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road," she said. "We've seen a lot of 
exciting times, and we have a lot to make us , 
proud. I've helped a lot to, do that, .and I want , 
to continue." • .• 

But Abruscato cautions that redevelopment 
initiatives must benefit the village over the 
long run. Officials can't approve new develop-
ments just to fill empty space, she said. 

"My motivation is to maintain a high quality 
of life now and for the .next generation,". she 
said. "We have to prepare' for the future and 
not just today." .1! ! • 

Heer, who is seeking a third term on the 
board, has a similar motivation. Heer's son re-
cently turned 18 and will be able to vote for the 
first time in April geer said his desire to build 
a strong Wheeling is rooted in his son's future 
and the that of people who are now entering 
adulthood. ' • 

"Hopefully my cnuaren win want to stay in 
Wheeling," Heer. said. "What I do today is 
going to impact their ,future. That's why I'm 
doing this." a! 't• 

Heer said his conversations with people not 
living in Wheeling are convincing evidence 
that the village is moving in the right direc-
tion.  

"I think people are seeing: a change in how 
(other) people perceive.  Wheeling," he said. 
"The mage is changing to a more positive 
one." 

Horcher, who is also running for a third 
term, also wants to:focus on ongoing and fu -4  
tare redevelopment, !especially in the Cross-
roads tax increment financing • district around 
Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee Road. The' 
elm) lenge, norther said, is finding a way to ac-l' 
quii e and develop the, many small pieces of Un- 
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has applied for a liquor license 
yet. 

The village board is support-
ing its plans to keep the retail 
development upscale by 
making $350,000 in tax incre-
ment financing incentives 
available. 

Douthwaite added that the 
owner of North Star Plaza has 
promised the retail shops would 
be high end. 

The village board granted TIF 
assistance on the condition the 
shops would not violate the 
board's non-approved uses such 
as tattoo parlors, pawn shops 
and similar ventures. 

As well, Douthwaite said the  

village board can regulate only 
the initial occupant of a shop. 

"Let's say the wine and spirits 
shop goes under or decides to 
move, then that space could be 
leased for a non-approved use 
like a currency exchange. Once 
we've given out the TIF assis-
tance, we can't take it back," 
Douthwaite said. 

Only three businesses have 
submitted copies of their leases 
to the village, which Douthwaite 
said was essential to getting TIF 
money. 

Of those businesses two are 
jewelry shops and the other is 
the wine and spirit shop. 

The plan commission will 
revisit the wine shop issue 
March 25. 

Show Village can regulate only 
development's initial occupants 
Continued from Page 1 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff 

• 
Wheeling's aggressive moves 

to upgrade the village and 
Prospect Heights' continuing 
efforts to build an arena for its 
town could change two subur-
ban landscapes. 

It could be important for resi-
dents and businesses to know 
how municipal plans will affect 
their communities, so the cham-
ber of commerce is giving people 

Unks 
dailyherald.com/ez  
Bookmark our Web page for hyperlink 
to more information 
Wheeling/Prospect Heights 
Chamber of Commerce 

a chance to get an updat 
straight from the top. 

The Wheeling-Prosper 
Heights Area Chamber of Con 
merce and Industry Tuesday wi 
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Top town leaders to take a look at state of 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Miller 

Wheeling's aggressive moves 
to upgrade the village and 
Prospect Heights' continuing 
efforts to build an arena for its 
town could change two subur-
ban landscapes. 

It could be important for resi-
dents and businesses to know 
how municipal plans will affect 
their communities, so the cham-
ber of commerce is giving people 

0 mks 
dailyherald.condez 
Bookmark our Web page for hyperlinks 
to more information 

Wheeling/Prospect Weds 
Clamber of Commerce 

a chance to get an update 
straight from the top. 

The Wheeling-Prospect 
Heights Area Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Thesday will 

host a presentation of the state of 
the city and state of the village 
addresses given by the town's top 
elected officials. 

The hope is that Prospect 
Heights Mayor Edward P Rotch-
ford and Wheeling Village Presi-
dent Greg Klatecki will prepare 
businesses and residents for 
coming changes, chamber Presi-
dent Jim Lederer said. 

"Wheeling's started to change 
neighborhoods, they've picked 
up new parcels of land, there's a 

newT1F district and they're really 
looking at transforming a com-
munity" Lederer said. "Prospect 
Heights too, they've got a lot of 
business issues with questions 
about the arena." 

Rotchford's goal in addressing 
the chamber is to show the posi-
tive things happening in the 
Prospect Heights, he said. The 
cash-strapped city often gets 
lambasted for its political and 
financial problems. 

"I think if we expect any eco- 

nomic growth 
nesses, I have 
something pos: 
said. 

Wheeling's to 
it's important t{ 
nesses a reason 
said. A stable 
means the villag 
property taxes p. 

"In Wheeling, 
large industrial 
waukee Avenue 
Row," Klatecki 

BY JAMES FULLER 1 — ip?fi 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The number of school districts labeled financially 
troubled will increase exponentially this spring and 
bring more state oversight than ever before. 

The State Board of Education expects to tag about 
250 of the state's 893 school districts financially trou-
bled. Only a total of 11 districts now get that 
designation. 

Four districts from the relatively affluent Northwest 
suburbs will make the list, joining poorer districts 
across the state. 

Barrington Unit District 220, Stevenson High School 
District 125, Wheeling Township  
Elementary District 21 and 
Palatine Township Elementary Page 10 
District 15 all place in the two 
poorest financial categories 
based on their 2001 Annual 
Financial Report. They all face 
the possibility of being taken 
over by the state if they continue 
to slip. 

The districts aren't doing anything different today 
than last year— the state is just shining a brighter light V 
on the numbers. 

Northwest suburban school officials say that light )i 
won't reveal anything new to them. 

The state board's new financial assessment system 
will begin this spring. More indicators, including out- Ft1  
standing debt, will serve districts as an early warning 
system for fiscal disaster. 

Northwest suburban districts say they already know 
for 

their financial situation: bad. They want to know how b  
to improve it. ta 

Des Plaines Elementary District 62 may slip onto the , 
new list of troubled districts after running a deficit in 1` 
eight of the past 11 years. ci 

"If it serves no other purpose than to drive home to 
the legislature that there's a problem in Illinois educa-
tion, then it's worth it," said Deputy Superintendent 
Ray Gunn.  

Educators recently received a peek at how they'll rel  
rank in the new system. The news is bad, but not sur- ba 
prising, for several districts. th. 

How did they get there? 
Barrington District 220 has teetered on the brink of n 

financial disaster for several years after wrongly pro- )13' 
jecting future revenues and botching tax extensiols in itu 

See UST on PAGE 10  

Residents along Shadow Bend 
Drive, a townhouse develop-
ment of 270 homes, fear the 
wine and spirit store could 
attract the wrong kind of cus-
tomers to the area. 

Denise Kennedy, president of 
the Shadow Bend Homeowners 
Association, said residents are 
concerned about the area's 
image. 

"Our concerns are about the 
clientele that will come to the 
store," she said. "We're con-
cerned they ... would drink 
behind the units or in the park-
ing lots, and cut through the 
property to the forest preserve 
and near the fountain to drink" 

Bruce Neumann, who lives 
directly adjacent to where the 
wine shop would be, is more 
worried about the future. 

"No one goes into business to 
be unsuccessful, but if along the 
line they don't do so well and 
they start selling cheap liquor 
and beer to make a profit, then 
that brings a lot of unwanted 
things to the community," he 
said. "There are children in this 
community and they don't need 
to be exposed to those ele-
ments." 

William Hein, the develop-
ment consultant for the project, 
spoke to the Wheeling plan 
commission this week 

Hein said the business would 
cater to more upscale clients, 
and that it was very unlikely that 
wine costing $40 a bottle and up 
would attract anything.  hut an  

the early 1990s. 
Several failed attempts to raise 

taxes preceded a successful bid last 
year. Because reserve funds are so 
low, the district will linger on the list 
of poor.  districts until tax increase 
money trickles in. 

Stevenson's District 125 is in the 
same boat—waiting to reap the ben- 
efits of its recent tax increase. 
Throughout the 1990s, the district's 
enrollment grew more than twice as 
fast as its income. Tax cap law pre-
vented it from raising more than $40 
million it would have otherwise. The 
tax increase was the final part of a 10-
year plan to spend down savings and 
delay a further burden on local tax-
payers as long as possible. 

Wheeling Township District 21 
makes the list facing a $9 million 
deficit over the next two years. A 
decade of enrollment growth and 20 
percent increases in employee bene-
fit costs help explain why the district 
seeks a tax increase at the polls on 
April 1. 

Palatine Township District 15 has 
fought enrollment growth, tax objec-
tions and tax cap constraints with 
only small increases in revenue, a 
familiar path to financial difficulty. 

Many of the 16 Northwest subur-
ban school districts in Cook County 
score well in the system. Eight dis-
tricts place in the most financially 
sound category. 

Don't be fooled. 
"While this puts us clearly into the 

top category, it doesn't necessarily 
mean everything is fine," said Asso-
ciate Superintendent DavidTorres of 
Palatine Township High School Dis-
trict 211. 

"There are many things that are 
really out of the control of school dis-
tricts that could change my score," he 
said. "What if I get notification from 
the state that they may delay one of 
the general state aid payments? From 
a cash standpoint, that may lower my 
rating. So what does the fact that 
you're giving me a label do?" 

Three more districts place in the 
category just below District 211, 
necessitating a three-year financial 
projection. Districts in this category 
are in good shape, but starting to slip. 

Most districts expect to gradually 
slip down in the ratings until forced 
to pitch another tax increase to 
voters. 

Such is the case for Mount 
Prospect Elementary District 57. 
There, according to Fiscal Director 
Gregory Kurr, deficit spending will 
lead to financial oblivion unless 
something intervenes. 

"That's just the way the economics 
of our business go," Kurr said. "The  

Area school districts and 
the new system 

Best Shape 
(Financial Recognition) 

• Prospect Heights Elementary 
District 23 

• Arlington Heights Elementary 
District 25 

• Schaumburg Township Elementary 
District 54 

• Mount Prospect Elementary District 
57 

• Buffalo Grove-Long Grove 
Elementary District 96 

• Aptakisic-Tripp Elementary District 
102 

• Maine Township High School 
District 207 

• Palatine Township High School 
District 211 

• Northwest Suburban High School 
District 214 

Could be better 
(Financial Review) 

• River Trails Elementary District 26 

• Des Plaines Elementary District 62 

Worst shape 
(Financial Watch or Review) 

• Palatine Township Elementary 
District 15 

• Wheeling Township Elementary 
District 21 

• Stevenson High School District 125 

• Barrington Unit District 220 

Complete data not available 

• Elk Grove Township Elementary 
District 59 

*Based on 2001 Annual Financial 
Report and new state classifications 

and more referendum requests." '1 
When those fail, deficit spending 

becomes the new way of life in 
school finance. Buffalo Grove-Long y  „D a,  v. °•,
Grove Elementary District 96 spends ,•tj R. 0 0- o 
$1.02 for every $1 it takes in, yet it will I. cAgg.a 
receive a rating of good financial a a S 6,17, 
health. District 57 will also seekvoter ! cl 8 rt,  5  8, 
approval of a $5 million debt service 2 ,71  ge, 2 
extension to help it pay off a $37 mil- cp C9" 
lion debt this April. It, too, is in good 8. F rp 
shape according to the state..

to•  
Northwest Suburban High School 5.  • 

District 214 has a near-perfect rating • '0 
and expects to keep it that way. pc E. 

w 

here," said Associate Superintendent 
"We're in a unique kind of situation rt  

Jim Popemik. "We're near the airport. R 
We have a lot of light industry in an 
area which supports a solid residen-
tial base with high property values." 

The important thing for the state 
and legislators to realize is that 
making the watch or warning list is 
only a designation, not a solution, 
said District 57's Kurr. 

"Remember, not only does the 
state have to oversee that district, 
they have to find a way to fix it." 

School 
finance 
watch list 
expands 

• A list of schools 
and their 
designation 
under new system. 

List: Healthy 
districts 
worry about 
their futures 
Continued fizrrn Page I 
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'the districts arent aping euryu11116 uuici ciai Luucay 

than last year— the state is just shining a brighter light 
on the numbers. 

Northwest suburban school officials say that light )/ 
won't reveal anything new to them. 

The state board's new financial assessment system 
will begin this spring. More indicators, including out-
standing debt, will serve districts as an early warning 
system for fiscal disaster. 

Northwest suburban districts say they already know 
their financial situation: bad. They want to know how 
to improve it. 

Des Plaines Elementary District 62 may slip onto the 
new list of troubled districts after Ruining a deficit in 
eight of the past 11 years. 

"If it serves no other purpose than to drive home to 
the legislature that there's a problem in Illinois educa-
tion, then it's worth it," said Deputy Superintendent 
Ray Gunn. 

Educators recently received a peek at how they'll 
rank in the new system. The news is bad, but not sur- 
prising, for several districts. 

How did they get there? 
Barrington District 220 has teetered on me brink of 

financial disaster for several years after wrongly pro- 
jecting future revenues and botching tax extensio -is in 

See UST on PK ;E 10 
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sound category. 
Don't be fooled. 
"While this puts us clearly into the 

top category, it doesn't necessarily 
mean everything is fine," said Asso-
ciate Superintendent David Torres of 
Palatine Township High School Dis-
trict 211. 

"There are many things that are 
really out of the control of school dis-
tricts that could change my score," he 
said. "What if I get notification from 
the state that they may delay one of 
the general state aid payments? From 
a cash standpoint, that may lower my 
rating. So what does the fact that 
you're giving me a label do?" 

Three more districts place in the 
category just below District 211, 
necessitating a three-year financial 
projection. Districts in this category 
are in good shape, but starting to slip. 

Most districts expect to gradually 
slip down in the ratings until forced 
to pitch another tax increase to 
voters. 

Such is the case for Mount 
Prospect Elementary District 57. 
There, according to Fiscal Director 
Gregory Kurr, deficit spending will 
lead to financial oblivion unless 
something intervenes. 

"That's just the way the economics 
of our business go," Kurr said. "The 
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real corrective action to maintain the i''' g cg- , 
cg 

P, cp ,, ... . L . ', 
quality of education is to go to refer- 5 8 Q ' ' CI) 
endum and you're going to see more as R' 

R..7:18 E.  g PI*  and more referendum requests." g g; =,) s• yWhen those fail, deficit spending 0 0 p cn  
becomes the new way of life in 
school finance. Buffalo Grove-Long „ , 
Grove Elementary District 96 spends .., fr, `i.  "re 
$1.02 for every $1 it takes in, yet it will c'D g 1. n' e.' a. cl>" w a, a) o ...., receive a rating of good financial ca. q. = S.,Y,  ,,- mit 
health. District 57 will also seek voter , ,FD. CD 0 0  
approval of a $5 million debt service c -, 0 co ,.., 0  5/5 n '71 r, n  
extension to help it pay off a $37 mil- 
lion debt this April. It, too, is in good (4 „, E. „, CD 

p) CD .-1 .-- 
f—,—, 

,.... ri, rt,  
shape according to the state. 0 E ,...c6  

Northwest Suburban High School m  •• F'''' a. 
District 214 has a near-perfect rating „, cn. "''' ai ! 

=., 4 ci) ga, • and expects to keep it that way. b = > ED '4 "We're in a unique kind of situation 8 g. 
here," said Associate Superintendent ' " t 
Jim Popemilc "We're near the airport. , D ac 
We have a lot of light industry in an 
area which supports a solid residen-
tial base with high property values." 

The important thing for the state 
and legislators to realize is that 
making the watch or warning list is 
only a designation, not a solution, 
said District 57's Kurt. 

"Remember, not only does the 
state have to oversee that district, 
they have to find a way to fix it." 
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Residents along Shadow Bend 
Drive, a townhouse develop- 
ment of 270 homes, fear the 
wine and spirit store could 
attract the wrong kind of cus-
tomers to the area. 

Denise Kennedy, president of 
the Shadow Bend Homeowners 
Association, said residents are 
concerned about the area's 
image. 

"Our concerns are about the 
clientele that will come to the 
store," she said. "We're con-
cerned they ... would drink 
behind the units or in the park- I 
ing lots, and cut through the 
property to the forest preserve 
and near the fountain to drink." 

Bruce Neumann, who lives 
directly adjacent to where the 
wine shop would be, is more 
worried about the future. 

"No one goes into business to 
be unsuccessful, but if along the 
line they don't do so well and 
they start selling cheap liquor 
and beer to make a profit, then 
that brings a lot of unwanted 
things to the community" he 
said. "There are children in this 
community and they don't need 
to be exposed to those ele-
ments." 

William Hein, the develop-
ment consultant for the project, 
spoke to the Wheeling plan 
commission this week. 

Hein said the business would 
cater to more upscale clients, 
and that it was very unlikely that 
wine costing $40 a bottle and up 
would attract anything but an 
upscale clientele. 

Hein also denied a poor eco-
nomic showing would prompt 
owners to cheapen their stock 
or to add beer and cheap liquor. 

Village Manager Wally Douth-
waite said that once the village 
grants a liquor license there is 
nothing the village can do to 
regulate what type of alcohol is 
sold. He doesn't think the shop 

See SHOP on PAGE 8  
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Wheeling's aggressive moves 
to upgrade the village and 
Prospect Heights' continuing 
efforts to build an arena for its 
town could change two subur-
ban landscapes. 

It could be important for resi-
dents and businesses to know 
how municipal plans will affect 
their communities, so the cham-
ber of commerce is giving people 

Ci) Links 
dailyherald.com/ez  
Bookmark our Web page for hyperlinks 
to more information 

Wheding/Prospect Heights 
Chamber of Commerce 

a chance to get an update 
straight from the top. 

The Wheeling-Prospect 
Heights Area Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Tuesday will  

host a presentation of the state of 
the city and state of the village 
addresses given by the town's top 
elected officials. 

The hope is that Prospect 
Heights Mayor Edward P Rotch-
ford and Wheeling Village Presi-
dent Greg Klatecki will prepare 
businesses and residents for 
coming changes, chamber Presi-
dent Jim Lederer said. 

"Wheeling's started to change 
neighborhoods, they've picked 
up new parcels of land, there's a  

new TIF district and they're really 
looking at transforming a com-
munity" Lederer said. "Prospect 
Heights too, they've got a lot of 
business issues with questions 
about the arena" 

Rotchford's goal in addressing 
the chamber is to show the posi-
tive things happening in the 
Prospect Heights, he said. The 
cash-strapped city often gets 
lambasted for its political and 
financial problems. 

"I think if we expect any eco- 

nomic growth out of our busi-
nesses, I have to give them 
something positive," Rotchford 
said. 

Wheeling's top official thinks 
it's important to give local busi-
nesses a reason to feel secure, he 
said. A stable economic base 
means the village can rely less on 
property taxes paid by residents. 

"In Wheeling, we have a very 
large industrial base with Mil-
waukee Avenue and Restaurant 
Row," Klatecki said. "I think if  

they look at us being a partner 
with them, they tend to stay here 
as opposed to leaving the com-
munity." 

The chamber hosts the state of 
the village and state of the city as 
part of its monthly business lun-
cheon. The public is invited. The 
lunch is at 11:30 a.m. at Weber 
Grill Restaurant, 920 N. Milwau-
kee Ave., Wheeling. Tickets are 
$18 for chamber members and 
$22 for nonmembers. Call (847) 
541-0170. 

4 4 

Top town leaders to take a look at state of communities 
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her three months of severance 
pay stretch nine months so far 
by curtailing expenses. A 
human resources professional 
with 20 years experience, she 
lost her job with a Lake Forest 
insurance company last year. 
The most serious sacrifice has 
hppn rinetnr's visits and ore-
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they committed or witnessed while 
working for Ryan. They've then gone 
back to their state jobs, where some 
make more than $100,000. 

Blagojevich said he was exploring 
his legal options. 

Id V'VJ 

Whether Stanley, who has been 
indicted, will get to collect his pen-
sion if he pleads guilty or is 
convicted at a trial is unclear. Under 
state law, a state pension can be 
revoked if a person is convicted of 
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tion. It cost her $5 a month. 
But the medicine was reclassi-
fied to be sold over the coun-
ter, and no longer qualifies for 
insurance reimbursement. It 
costs $28 for a 40-day supply, 
and would cost more if she 
didn't buy it in bulk. 
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wily, or TOTWhAtTurpose. 
Explain the nature of the event. 

Where is it happening: Give 
the address. 
E-mail community 
news releases to 
news@dailyherald.com  
or any of the specific 
addresses listed here. 
Mail news releases to P.O. Box 
280, Arlington Heights, IL 60006. 

Fax news releases to 
427-1301. 

Your Page 
In Neighbor every Monday. 
Send us your photos, your 
poems, short essays, a report 
from your vacation; pictures of 
your grandchildren, your sports 
teams, anything you want to 
share. 
How to submit material: 
Call 427-4484; e-mail to 
lzurawski@dailyherald.com  
or mail to Your Page, 
c/o Luke Zurawski, P.O. Box 280, 
Arlington Heights, IL 60006. 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer _ 03  

Despite a sour economy, Wheeling 
can boast an increase in business 
interest in the village. 

Wheeling Village President Greg 
Klatecki told a crowd of Wheeling 
and Prospect Heights community 
leaders Tuesday that housing devel-
opments are booming, residents are 
active in village programs andWheel-
ing has been on the receiving end of 
$350,000 in grants in the past year. 

The picture is not as rosy across the 
border in Prospect Heights, though 
Mayor Edward P Rotchford said there 
is still hope for a beleaguered plan to 
bring an arena to the city. 

Rotchford and Klatecki each deliv-
ered snapshots of life in their towns 

Outlook roe French war position 
causes grocery chain 
to boycott products 

Tax increase 
not as high 
as Dist. 21 
projections 
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BY JAMES FULLER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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• Northwest 
Many unemployed people 

are opting for part-time and 
temporary jobs, either to aug-
ment existing unemployment 
income or as a stopgap when 
their benefits have run out, 
said Rosemary Cibelli, special 
accounts manager for AAA 
Employment of Mount Pros-
pect. The company is a staff-
ing company, which places 
people in secretarial, banking, 
mortgage and light-industrial 
acct covtac,..at Lou! 431Gclli OH 
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"We have had directors of 
human resources go out as a 
clerical-type person and a con-
troller go out as a data entry 
person," Cibelli said. 

Also in the current job mar-
ket, people are more willing to 
travel farther to work. 

"Now things have changed 
- no holds barred - people 
will go anywhere," Cibelli 
said. "Distance makes no dif-
ference any more to a lot of 
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not long until this could happen 
again." 

Workers started removing French-
produced items Friday. By the end of 
business Tuesday, all French goods 
had been pulled from the stores. 

Some of the delicacies will be 
returned to distributors. The chain 
will lose money on nonreturnable 
items - but that doesn't matter 
much to O'Neill. 

"We all feel very strongly about 

Prosecutors seeking 
death in gem killing 
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BY RUSSELL LISSAU 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Call it an anti-French revolution. 
Angry with France's opposition of 

President Bush's efforts to fight ter-
rorism in Iraq, Garden Fresh Market 
stores in Mundelein, Wheeling and 
Chicago are pulling French-manu-
factured products from their shelves. 

More than a dozen items - 
The sec including Evian water, Marquis de 

unexpectcAiion,unistard and Cantninat 

Northwest suburbs also hit, but blow is falling softer 
By ANDREA L BROWN 

STAFF WRITER 

-- .0 7 
hen a recession hits, the lifestyles 
of the rich and poor don't change 
as much as the lifestyles of the 
middle class. 

downturn of the economy really hits the 
class harder," said Getachew 

Pcono.mi:s proft,,F..z.ol• Horper Col- 
.. en the s':ock prices I4'o down, people 

. • trying to hold their place in that so-
cial group could drop." 

Recent unemployment numbers indical e 
that resident: ir. the northwest suburbs we 
holding their own, but may have made conce 
sions to ride cut the current recession. 

Preliminary numbers for 2002 indicate th tt 
more workers in northwest suburbs have ma t-
aged to stay employed in these difficult time i. 
The annual statewide average unemployment 
rate is 6.3 percent. Out of 30 selected northwest 
suburban communities, only three had rates 
higher than the state average: Des Plaines, 
Lake in the Hills and Palatine. Northwest sub-
urban rates are still at the "natural rate of un-
employment," Begashaw said, which runs be-
tween 4 and 6 percent. 

Quantifying why more people in the north-
west suburbs have managed to stay employed 
is difficult, Begashaw. said, but the nature of 
the work force in the area has something do to 
with it. Industrial and manufacturing sectors 
have been the hardest-hit in this most recent 
recession, and those jobs tend to be more prev-
alent in areas farther south. The northwest 
suburbs have more corporate offices and com-
pany headquarters than most other Chica-
goland areas. 

"The white-collar jobs are more concentrated 
in this area." Begashaw said. 

In addition to affording more opportunities 
for professionals, northwest suburban commu-
nities hale many service jobs available, both 
full- and part-time. 

"If you are working part-time, you won't be 
called unemployed, and you won't go in those 
statistics," Begashaw said. "This would show 
the difference in this unemployment." 

Nationally, the gross domestic product rose 
slightly last year, but production is not increas-
ing in tandem with the population growth, Be-
gashaw explained. 

"When that happens the lower level of the 
middle class will be pushed down," Begashaw 
said. 

Rising resource costs can also affect people 
on the lower edge of an economic group be-
cause that diminishes their purchasing power. 
Begashaw noticed that the recent oil price in-
crease is one such example. 

"People would be relatively poorer now in 
terms of real goods and service," Begashaw 
said. "You will see a shrinking of the middle-
class if this economy performance continues." 

But he also noted the economy has not 
reached the depths it was at in the early 1980s, 
which was a severe recession that lasted two 
years. The rate of inflation was much higher 
than it is today. Unemployment in 1982 among 
residents in the northwest suburbs was at 7.6 
percent. 

What the area's unemployment numbers 
don't show is how many people may have set-
tled for a job they would not have considered 
in a different economic climate. 

"People might have been much more willing 
to take whatever they can get and stay, rather 
than not have (a job) in the future," Begashaw 
said. That kind of thinking won't stop until the 
long-term outlook of the economy is more cer-
tain, he added. Some of that uncertainty is tied 
into international politics, which affects deci-
sions related to business investments. 

"People are not seeing a brighter horizon," 
Begashaw said. "They would rather choose to 
take whatever comes their way rather than 
hoping for something better that might come 
later." 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Our unemployment rates 
Listed below are the 2001 and preliminary 2002 annual 
average unemployment rates, the percentage of the potential 
workforce without a job, for selected northwest suburbs. 
As shown, an-increase in the unemployment rate spared 
no municipality, though most stayed below state averages 
of 6.3 in 2002 and 5.4 in 2001. With the exception of 
Wheeling, the number of unemployed rose by aroune a 
quarter to a third last year. 
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Manuel Murillo 

Outlook rosier for Wheeling than Prospect Heights 

3.5 40.9 
2.7 +0.8 
6.3 +12 

- 4.0 +1 - .3 
2.0 +0.6 

Tax increase 
not as high 
as Dist. 21 
projections 
BY JAMES FULLER 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

New projections for the 
impact of Wheeling Township 
Elementary District 21's April 
tax increase request show tax 
bills wouldn't be quite as high 
as previously thought. 

The request entails an 
increase of 50 cents per $100 of 
equalized assessed valuation 
to the education portion of 
local tax bills. 

The district would phase in 
the increase over three years. 
District officials had projected 
a $347 increase to the tax bill of 
a $200,000 home over those 
three years. New projections 
unveiled Thursday project the 
impact at $333.57. 

The biggest impact would 
occur in the first year. On a 
$200,000 home, the first year 
increase is $208. The original 
projection had that number at 
$243. The $208 would be in 
addition to the $100 increase 
that same homeowner will see 
for the levy amount already 
approved by the school board 
in December. 

That same homeowner 
would see a $63 increase in the 
following two years. The previ-
ous projection saw no increase 
in the second year and a $104 
impact in the final year of the 
phase-in. 

The revised projections 
come after an outside consul-
tant's review. 

That review also lowered the 
overall benefit of the tax 
increase by about $5.3 million. 
The district had projected an 
education fund balance of 
nearly $43 million by 2012 if 
the tax increase passes. The 
consultant, Tammie Beckwith 
of LaSalle Capital Markets, pro-
jected the actual benefit to be 
about $38.6 million. 

The difference, she said, lies 
in a number used by Cook 
County to determine the 
assessed valuation of a home. 
The number is 6 percent lower 
than what the district believed. 

Despite the difference, Beck-
with said $38.6 million would 
still be a fund balance of which 
to be proud. 

"I don't think the differences 
are anything to be concerned 
with," she said. 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer ,;....a67 _ 03 

Despite a sour economy, Wheeling 
can boast an increase in business 
interest in the village. 

Wheeling Village President Greg 
Klatecki told a crowd of Wheeling 
and Prospect Heights community 
leaders Tuesday that housing devel-
opments are booming, residents are 
active in village programs andWheel-
ing has been on the receiving end of 
$350,000 in grants in the past year. 

The picture is not as rosy across the 
border in Prospect Heights, though 
Mayor Edward P Rotchford said there 
is still hope for a beleaguered plan to 
bring an arena to the city. 

Rotchford and Klatecki each deliv-
ered snapshots of life in their towns 

Many unemployed people 
are opting for part-time and 
temporary jobs, either to aug-
ment existing unemployment 
income or as a stopgap when 
their benefits have run out, 
said Rosemary Cibelli, special 
accounts manager for AAA 
Employment of Mount Pros-
pect. The company is a staff-
ing company, which places 
people in secretarial, banking, 
mortgage and light-industrial 
positions. 

In the current job market, 
people are willing to take jobs, 
even if they are overqualified, 
Cibelli said. 

"An administrative assist-
ant might come in, and if we 
don't have anything available 
and we have a data entry posi-
tion, (this person) would ac-
cept something like that," she 
said. 

Often those types of work-
ers will accept a position even 
if they know it's temporary 
because it may offer an entry 
into a company in which a bet-
ter position may open up. 
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Greg Edward P. 
Klatecki Rotchford 

Tuesday to a packed audience during 
their respective state of the village 
and state of the city addresses. 

The Wheeling-Prospect Heights 
Area Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry hosted the addresses at a 
chamber luncheon. 

The second annual event drew an 
unexpectedly large crowd of almost  

100 business leaders, state, local and 
township representatives and resi-
dents interested in hearing about 
the changing landscape of their 
towns. 

"What's interesting is that, even 
with the downturn in our economy, 
we had a 51 percent increase in busi-
nesses expressing an interest in 
Wheeling, compared to last year," 
Klatecki said. 

He detailed a long list of such busi-
nesses as FedEx, Argus Plastics and 
Segerdahl Graphics that have broken 
ground on new facilities, purchased 
buildings in the village or moved into 
larger quarters in the past year. 

"In a stagnant economy, we were 
able to fill over 1 million square feet 
of business buildings in this village," 
Klatecki said. 

Improving local housing opportu-
nities, the Addolorata Villa senior 
provider opened a new facility in 
town, Kimball Hill began a project to 
build 240 homes after two years of 
delays, and the upscale Park Point 
condominium development will be 
finished. 

"I don't have as good of a story as 
President Klatecki," Rotchford told 
the crowd. 

Whereas Wheeling can boast that it 
resurfaced seven miles of roads and 
replaced 40,000 feet of sidewalk in 
2002, Rotchford said Prospect 
Heights had to cut spending. 

"Prospect Heights does not have a 
property tax, and we are short of 
income," the mayor said. "The 
income from the state continues to 
lag. Instead of a 45-day lag in getting  

the sales tax, we're experiencing a 90-
day lag." 

A plan to bring a revenue-generat-
ing arena to the city has experienced 
"delay after delay after delay," the 
mayor said. 

Yet Rotchford said he received a 
letter last week telling him problems 
securing bond insurance have been 
resolved and a bond sale to get fund-
ing for the $76 million arena is 
"forthcoming." 

Rotchford said the bright points of 
the past year have been the hiring of 
City Administrator Matthew Zim-
merman, the opening of a new Mena 
train station funded by grants, and 
that the city will turn the valve 
Monday to bring Lake Michigan 
water to the city. 

"This project has been 12 years in  

the making," Rotchford said. "This 
project was also totally funded 
through grant money, at no cost to 
the residents." 

Leonard Digate, a financial col-
sultant in Prospect Heights, said he 
focused on the positive aspects of the 
mayor's message. 

"It was nice to get an update on the 
arena, because we've been waitinga 
long time," he said. "I'm not reliant 
on local traffic in my business, so as 
long as I can get out of my driveway 
when it snows, I'm OK with the final.-
cial (news)." 

Allan Rodin, owner of Minuteman 
Press in Wheeling, put a premium on 
the village's news because what's 
good for business "is good for the 
community at large to have a tax base 
to support services," he said. 
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El Northwest Continued from page 8 

"We have had directors of 
human resources go out as a 
clerical-type person and a con-
troller go out as a data entry 
person," Cibelli said. 

Also in the current job mar-
ket, people are more willing to 
travel farther to work. 

"Now things have changed 
- no holds barred - people 
will go anywhere," Cibelli 
said. "Distance makes no dif-
ference any more to a lot of 
people. 

"They'll work for less 
money," she added. "You 
have to do what you have to 
do to survive." 

And some of the employ-
ment agency's clients are 
doing well despite the reces-
sion. One is a large, indepen-
dent bank that is growing fast 
and has taken over other 
banks. And many mortgage 
companies are hiring tempo-
rary workers because of a 
surge in refinancing. 

"Yes there are jobs," Cibelli 
said. 

Nationally, the gross domestic product rose 
slightly last year, but production is not increas-
ing in tandem with the population growth, Be-
gashaw explained. 

"When that happens the lower level of the 
middle class will be pushed down," Begashaw 
said. 

Rising resource costs can also affect people 
on the lower edge of an economic group be-
cause that diminishes their purchasing power. 
Begashaw noticed that the recent oil price in-
crease is one such example. 

"People would be relatively poorer now in 
terms of real goods and service," Begashaw 
said. "You will see a shrinking of the middle 
class if this economy performance continues." 

But he also noted the economy has not 
reached the depths it was at in the early 1980s, 
which was a severe recession that lasted two 
years. The rate of inflation was much higher 
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BY DAVE ORRICK 

Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

In a sign that suburban prosecu-
tors won't back off seeking the death 
penalty in the wake of former Gov. 
George Ryan's clearing of death row, 
a man accused of gunning down a 
Wheeling gem salesman in 2000 has 
been targeted for execution. 

Cook County prosecutor Elizabeth 
Hantzos announced Wednesday 
that prosecutors had filed their inten-
tions to seek capital punishment for 
Manuel Murillo, a 48-year-old Cali-
fornia resident charged with killing 
Vinod Mehta, 58, in a jewel heist that 
turned deAuliv. 
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Murillo is eligi-
ble for the death 
penalty because 
the alleged 
murder happened 
during the com-
mission of 
another felony, 
armed robbery, 
according to pros-
ecutors' filing, 

which was made Feb. 13. 
Murillo, a Colombian citizen with 

an international criminal record, was 
arrested in Los Angeles in August. 
He's being held in Cook County jail. 

At the time of his arrest, he was out 
on bond on charges of stealing 

Our unemployment rates 
Listed below are the 2001 and preliminary 2002 annual 
average unemployment rates, the percentage of the potential 
workforce without a job, for selected northwest suburbs. 
As shown, an increase in the unemployment rate spared 
no municipality, though most stayed below state averages 
of 6.3 in 2002 and 5.4 in 2001. With the exception of 
Wheeling, the number of unemployed rose t y around a 
quarter to a third last year. 
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District 21 budget cuts 
The Wheeling Elementary School District 21 Board 
passed a $4.5 million deficit-reduction plan at its Feb. 
20 meeting. Here's where the cuts will be made if an 
April 1 referendum asking for a tax increase fails. 

28 retired teachers $1.6 million 
11.5 current teachers $690,000 
1 Special Ed teacher $60,000 
4 Bilingual/ESL teachers $240,000 
3.2 music/phys. ed./art teachers $183,000 
30% from staff development $106,000 
Summer school reduction $250,000 
CLC intersessions $148,000 
Police liaison $138,000 
Metropolitan test $75,000 
30% from extra duty/curricular $296,000 
Building allocation $76,000 
Technology $75,000 
1 Administrator $120,000 
Instrumental music $135,000 
2 Instructional specialists $120,000 
Additional revenues from fees $208,155 
Total reduction $4,520,155 

Board scales back cuts to music program I  
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Music lovers and music stu-
dents sang praises to the 
Wheeling Elementary School 
District 21 Board for reducing 
a drastic cut in the instrumen-
tal music program that will 
keep most bands intact. 

The board elected to reduce 
the 50 percent program cut of 
$341,000 to a 20 percent cut of 
$135,000, with half of the cut 
being returned to the program • through fees charged to par-
ticipants. The reduction is 
part of the district's $4.5 mil-
lion deficit-reduction plan to 
get the education fund out of 
debt. The plan will be imple-
mented if voters do not ap-
prove a 50-cent tax-rate in-
crease referendum April 1. 

The public was invited to 
comment on the plan after the 
board announced its final 
cost-cutting proposal at the 
meeting. Most who spoke 
talked about the reduced cuts 
in the music program. Most of 
the thanks came from 16 stu-
dents who attended the meet-
ing in full performance un-
iform with instruments in tow. 

Many of those students just 
wanted to say "thanks" to the  

board. Others, like Shannon 
Stittsworth, talked about what 
the program means to them. 

"When I first heard about 
the cuts, I wanted to cry," said 
Stittsworth, a London Middle 
School eighth-grader who 
plays violin in the orchestra. 
"You don't know how much 
it's helped me in teamwork 
and to be a better person." 

Many students said the pro-
gram has helped them make 
friends, meet new people and 
learn valuable traits such as 
discipline and responsibility. 

Some parents talked about 
the academic benefits of the 
program. Kathy Carter, a par-
ent of a music student, said 
one-third of the top 10 percent 
of high school students in Illi-
nois participate in band and 
orchestra programs. 

One District 21 alumnus, 
Riley Broach, told the board 
about how he became in-
volved in the district's music 
program when he attended 
Field Elementary School. 
Broach now teaches orchestra 
at a Lake Zurich middle 
school and said he credits Dis-
trict 21 for introducing him to 
the world of music. 

Board members said they 
are all very aware of the aca- 

demic and social benefits of 
the music program. Most of 
their children had been or are 
currently involved in it. How-
ever, trying to cut $9 million 
from the budget over two 
years means all programs will 
be negatively impacted, they 
said. 

Board members said a fee of 
about $70 will be required to 
participate in the program 
next year. 

"There is no other alterna-
tive for these kids (to play), 
and they say they are willing 
to pay for it if it's available 
here," board member Larry 
Krulewich said. "I always 
thought public education 
should be free, but I think a 
fee is a reasonable way to sup-
port the program." 

Most board members say 
they hope parents of music 
students can put together a 
booster program to help fami-
lies who may not be able to af-
ford the fee. Others said they 
were concerned about the fair-
ness of imposing fees on some 
programs and not others. 

"I feel very strongly for fees 
for sports and other extracur-
ricular activities," board mem-
ber Ellen Clark said. 

Those fees may have to be 

Source: Wheeling Elementary School District 21 

implemented in the second 
year of the deficit-reduction 
plan if the referendum fails. 
The first-year plan calls for a 
30 percent cut in the stipend 
fund for all extracurricular ac-
tivities. 

Board members also 
warned that music will be cut 
in the second year if the refer-
endum does not pass in April. 
None of the 10 district instru-
mental music teachers will 

Pioneer Press/URK 

lose jobs in the current plan, 
but some will if a second year 
of cuts is necessary. That 
means fewer bands for stu-
dents. 

"Remember, if you dodge a 
bullet now, be very concerned 
next year," board member 
Arlen Gould said. "Quality of 
the program is not a question, 
but in order to balance the 
budget, there will be pain in 
all areas." 

Support increases for tax hike in Wheeling District 21 - I — 
To the editor: I teach and 

reside in District 21. On April 1, 
voters will be asked to support a 
tax increase for the school dis-
trict. 

I am in favor of this measure 
for several reasons. I see first-
hand the changes that have 
occurred over the past few 
years. 

Our bilingual population has 
increased, bringing new and 
exciting opportunities and chal-
lenges with it. 

At the same time, as a result 
of the tax cap limitations, the 
district is operating in deficit 
spending, thus hindering our 
ability to respond to the needs 
of all students. 

My children attended District 
21 schools and received a good 
education in one of the premier 

Neighbor Fencepost 
Contact us at (847) 427-4580 

or neighborlet@dailyherald.com  

suburban areas. It is my hope 
that as an educator and a resi-
dent, this referendum will pro-
vide us with the resources to 
continue in like manner. 

Our district has the desire and 
leadership to pursue improve-
ments and innovations in meet-
ing all the educational chal-
lenges that face us, but we must 
have the financial backing of the 
residents to do so. 

Please put our children first 
on April 1. 

Diane Pennel 
Wheeling 

Botterman deserves 
return to Harper 

To the editor: I support Pat 
Botterman for re-election to the 
Harper College Board of 
Trustees. During his tenure, Pat 
has demonstrated a clear under-
standing for the complicated 
budget issues facing Harper in 
today's economic climate. Pat 
Botterman has been a taxpayer 
advocate while at the same time 
advocating the highest educa-
tional standards for the students 
who use Harper as a spring-
board to additional educational 
opportunities and better lives. 

Elect someone who really 
understands local government 
to help guide Harper College. 
Elect someone who has been  

dedicated to public service to 
help guide Harper College. Elect 
Pat Botterman. 

Joy D. Fisher 
Buffalo Grove 

Doubeks appreciate 
the warm tribute 

To the editor: On behalf of the 
entire Doubek family, I want to 
publicly thank all the police and 
firefighters who paid tribute to 
Rich "Digger" Doubek, who 
passed away Jan. 27. 

I had never been so keenly 
aware of the bond between 
police and firefighters until 
Rich's wake and funeral. 

Over those two days, I noticed 
men and women from the 
departments of Mount  

Prospect, Palatine, Niles, Park 
Ridge, Chicago, Glenview and 
Highland Park just to name a 
few. During the funeral proces-
sion, we passed by on-duty 
police and firefighters from 
Mount Prospect and Park Ridge 
who stood, in full gear, out in 
the rain and snow saluting as 
the motorcade passed by. 

You have reminded us that 
not only do you provide such 
valuable community services 
which are dangerous and life-
threatening — which many take 
for granted — but you also pro-
vide comfort and reassurance to 
those affected by those same 
events. We are truly indebted to 
all of you for all of your care and 
concern. 

Terry Doubek 
Park Ridge 

Police arrest one in shooting incident 
Wheeling police arrested a man in connection with a shoot-

ing incident that occurred on the 200 block of North Wolf 
Road Feb. 21. , 

Police arrested Ramiro Arteaga, 20, 2374 Ballard Road, Des 
Plaines, and charged him with a single count of mob action. 
Poliep believe Arteaga was oile of four people involved in the 
incident, said Cmdr. William Benson of the Wheeling Police 
Department. Bens xi said a 20-year-old Wheeling resident 
was beaten before the shots were fired. The shots injured no v..4 ;,.1  . 0. ,..,. 

one and did not cal ise any property damage, Benson said.
p... 
ri  

0 01.,,, 0 g 0 
T..   x 3  

Ben3011 said police are still investigating the incident to de- 
terrnin.e who fired the shots. Benson said police do not know

O°  ___ 
the relationship between the victim and his assailants. 

Witnesses led investigators to Arteaga by providing a li- 
cense plate number. of a van in which the alleged assailants 
drove away. Arteaga also was identified by witnesses, Benson 

said. . .. . . • 

Arteaga appeared at a bond hearing in Rolling Meadows 
Feb. 28, where bond was set at $2,000. He is scheduled to ap-
pear in court again on March 13. 
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for sports and other extracur-
ricular activities," board mem-
ber Ellen Clark said. 

Those fees may have to be  

warnea cnai. MUSIC win LOC 

in the second year if the refer-
endum does not pass in April. 
None of the 10 district instru-
mental music teachers will  

the program is not a question, 
but in order to balance the 
budget, there will be pain in 
all areas." 

Lis-
a to 

hey 
aca- 

For tax hike in Wheeling District 21 
Botterman deserves 

epost return to Harper 
7-4580 

rald.com  

ny hope 
id a resi-
will pro-
urces to 
r. 
esire and 
improve-
in meet-

'al chal-
we must 

ing of the 

hen first 

ie Pennel 
Wheeling  

dedicated to public service to 
help guide Harper College. Elect 
Pat Botterman. 

Joy D. Fisher 
Buffalo Grove 

Doubeks appreciate 
the warm tribute 

To the editor: On behalf of the 
entire Doubek family, I want to 
publicly thank all the police and 
firefighters who paid tribute to 
Rich "Digger" Doubek, who 
passed away Jan. 27. 

I had never been so keenly 
aware of the bond between 
police and firefighters until 
Rich's wake and funeral. 

Over those two days, I noticed 
men and women from the 
departments of Mount  

Prospect, Palatine, Niles, Park 
Ridge, Chicago, Glenview and 
Highland Park just to name a 
few. During the funeral proces-
sion, we passed by on-duty 
police and firefighters from 
Mount Prospect and Park Ridge 
who stood, in full gear, out in 
the rain and snow saluting as 
the motorcade passed by. 

You have reminded us that 
not only do you provide such 
valuable community services 
which are dangerous and life-
threatening — which many take 
for granted — but you also pro-
vide comfort and reassurance to 
those affected by those same 
events. We are truly indebted to 
all of you for all of your care and 
concern. 

Terry Doubek 
Park Ridge 

To the editor: I support Pat 
Botterman for re-election to the 
Harper College Board of 
Trustees. During his tenure, Pat 
has demonstrated a clear under-
standing for the complicated 
budget issues facing Harper in 
today's economic climate. Pat 
Botterman has been a taxpayer 
advocate while at the same time 
advocating the highest educa-
tional standards for the students 
who use Harper as a spring-
board to additional educational 
opportunities and better lives. 

Elect someone who really 
understands local government 
to help guide Harper College. 
Elect someone who has been 
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Board hopefuls see Wheeling budget 
challenges ahead keeps beauty 
three seats on the Wheeling Elementary 
School District 21 Board as it faces a growing 
debt and overcrowding in its east-side schools. 
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a high p riority Five candidates have lined up for one of whelming," she said. "It made me realize that 
kids need the best education they can get. I 
saw the tools I gave her, and I hope to be able 
to give those tools to others." 

DISTRICT 21 

Edmonds described herself as a good lis-
tener, which she believes is an important asset 
for a board member. 

"I like to digest things before making a deci- . 
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Police, fire responding 
to orange terror alert 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 3 —3 -4  3  

While a sagging economy is 
stretching many suburbs lean, 
Wheeling is preparing a budget for a 
year of continued projects to 
upgrade and beautify the village. 

A proposed 2003 fiscal year budget 
that trustees continued to review 
Friday totals about $36.6 million in 
spending. 

It appears to be a significant 
decrease from the estimated 
$52 million of this year, but only 
because conversion to a Jan. 1 fiscal 
year in 2004 calls for an eight-month 
budget from May to December. 

So, while Elk Grove Village is 
among towns that have raised sales 
taxes to plug anticipated budget 
holes — and Mount Prospect and 
Arlington Heights are drawing from 
reserves or making deep cuts to stay 
in the black—Wheeling officials say 
they have the luxury of considering a 
"hold the line" budget. 

Wheeling's draft includes more 
than $7.1 million in capital improve-
ments for bike paths, streetlight 
improvements, work on the Dundee 
Road pedestrian overpass and other 
items. 

If approved, the spending would 
continue a three-year trend of 
aggressive beautification made pos-
sible, in part, because Wheeling 
collects a healthy sales tax from dis-
count stores that remain strong 
performers in a weak economy. 

"Relatively speaking, we're doing 
better than other municipalities," 
Village Manager Wally Douthwaite 
said. 

Wheeling's sales taxes dipped 
2 percent this year, but the village is  

projecting a 2 percent rebound 
increase in its annual sales tax for 
next year, village officials said. 

"Our assumption is we're in rela-
tively good shape because of 
Wal-Mart, Sam's Club and Target," 
Douthwaite said. "The folks in a 
weakened economy that wouldn't go 
to Nordstrom go to Sam's or Target or 
Wal-Mart instead." 

Trustees in December approved a 
mere 0.36 percent increase in the 
property tax levy to bring in almost 
$7.4 million to support the budget. 

- That compares to an unpopular 
12 percent increase the previous 
year. 

However, state income tax rev-
enue remains flat, and Wheeling's 
budget proposal calls for improve-
ments supported by an additional 
$8.4 million in loans over the next 
two years. 

"We'd have to issue a significant 
amount of bonds in coming years 
and that would contribute to a hike 
in the property tax," Douthwaite 
said. 

Trustees didn't like that. 
Staff told the village board that a 

10-year bond issue to pay off the 
debt would cost the owner of a 
$200,000 home about $36 more in 
annual property taxes. 

A resident using 12,000 gallons of 
water per month would have to pay 
about $34 more monthly in coming 
years to pay for water and sewer 
improvements. 

"We're going to take another look 
at our capital improvements and 
come back with a plan in a month," 
Douthwaite said. 

Wheeling officials hope to have a 
budget proposal ready for a public 
hearing by April. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

r C- 2 ,a 06) 3  
Local law enforcement and emergency per-

sonnel are implementing additional proce-
dures and taking on more duties after the De-
partment of Homeland Security issued an 
elevated terrorist threat last week. 

The federal government issued an orange, or 
high alert, for terrorist activity in response to 
the commencement of war with Iraq. Both the 
Wheeling police and fire departments are fol-
lowing recommended procedures with the 
heightened alert. 

Police Chief John Popadowski said residents 
can expect a higher visibility of police officers 
in the village while the orange alert is in effect. 
Popadowski said the department is increasing 
security in sensitive areas of the village, espe-
cially those tied to village utilities. 

He also said the department has been work-
ing with schools, businesses and other organiz-
ations to address security needs. 

MI C1.1 15 

threat level is reduced to yel-
low, or medium. 

Maclssac said the depart-
ment also is working closely 
with Wheeling businesses that 
use potentially dangerous 
chemicals to make sure they 
are accounted for and are noti-
fied if supplies come up miss-
ing or are stolen. Fire officials 
are reviewing operating proce-
dures for incidents that may 
include biological and radioac-
tive materials. MacIssac said 
the department has been 

Popadowski said having certain response 
guidelines from the federal and state govern-
ment are helpful in enhancing security. 

"It especially helps with consistency be-
tween departments," he said. "The recommen-
dations still need to be individualized (between 
towns), because each town is different." 

Popadowski said the new measures could 
mean spending more in overtime for police of-
ficers should situations warrant extra duty. He 
said the department has the money needed 
built into its budget. 

"We'll use as much (overtime) as we need to 
keep the village safe," he said. 

Fire Chief Keith Maclssac described the 
scene at the fire department as "controlled 
chaos" as new procedures in response to the 
orange alert are implemented. 

Maclssac said the training room has been set 
up as an emergency operations center com-
plete with additional telephone lines and hand 
radios. The center will remain open until the 

(Continued on page 10) 
W. ma a IYVY II VI II /4(245G 1.0 

"I never thought I'd see the 
day the Fire Department was 
a target for anybody," he said. 
"But clearly, that is the case 
these days." 

Popadowski said the reality 
of war has allowed the Police 
Department to better prepare 
for the elevated terrorist 
threat. - 

"Before, (the elevated alert) 
was based on some innocuous 
intelligence, and we didn't 
know why it was elevated," he 
said. "Now, everyone knows." 
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tb,...., ERRT° (D5E....Eq'aimo"'0:4 8 0,1,61. 'r-g- i: cÀ  (716,....-,,,,,p4:0 ffi,' - '4.4.g E rn e--1 5.. ._, .9, el) co r:L el) co cl,.9 p,, Ej CD p ,, 2,1,..,. 't.rDs.:L c  , 
'.1 

 y' g- cti acrcr§c791.5 $ 09 gA9'&tv51 rDcr8 F4 cg44  
.1 0  - 
igRE. °•5•21Rg4P,•04;Pria440-crt1.0-gcf4P,90 o- 0  
a a' F4 ° " CD  g r)011."'t '. Et 0, P (7'1:1 (1' i PD CP: "'  a 

C  
P. m12..4P5a'":414' el 211 ' 7C I/ qt1 5 §. .6, D  ,,,,,-,-  mg po cr o 6 0  u, 5.E.g om-0 ,,,D3 . -2,,'E'rpcF,A: ms-w .,m. .ma. fm..wm 

2 ,t1Dait7r &) a• -  "0   ra.cf.2 tow 0.0.0   
Et' 5 cp o c° ,5*qgrpriOn(4  
• D

rzlI
t 0: 10" .0 19 c PA 

co r
I:JP  40 ,..rr 

o p-  cn 0 r) A5 el, cr 
• cne)c•broR - " •crcicoM- E - 0 CD 

D Ch)  P, Q E 
o 0" 

ED., co  I eD 0 

(74 crg 
CD 0 m .2?= 
et/ 0  .g 1-1 a 

Ph to) n D) = 6  CD .1:$ 

cr)a act P. 0 

ready for such situations for 
years because of Wheeling's 
proximity to the Zion Nuclear 
Power Plant and the village's 
industrial base. 

"What is new is the bioha-
zards, and we've had to adapt 
a little to that," he said. "I 
think you'll find we're on par 
with our neighbors." 

Other new procedures in-
clude restricting visitor access 
at the fire stations and mak-
ing sure the stations are 
locked at all times. 
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Board hopefuls see Wheeling budget 
challenges ahead keeps beauty 

a high priority - Five candidates have fined up for one of 
three seats on the Wheeling Elementary 
School District 21 Board as it faces a growing 
debt and overcrowding in its east-side schools. 

DISTRICT 21 

All five candidates, including three incum-
bents, say they are ready to tackle those issues 
1 they win the public's sup- 
;oil in the April 1 election. 

' The five candidates running 
for a four-year term include 
incumbents Pamela Becker-
Dean, Ellen Clark and Larry 
Krulewich. They are being 
challenged by Kathy Ed-
monds and Stacey Horcher. 

Buffalo Grove resident 
Becker-Dean was appointed to 
the board in April 2002 after 
Cari Beecher resigned. She 
said she is looking for more 
time on the board to make 
more of an impact. 

"I haven't had enough time to do that," she 
said. "I'm working part time now, so I have 
more time to dedicate (to the board)." 

Before joining the board, Becker-Dean 
worked with the Longfellow Elementary 
School PTO as its District 21 Board liaison and 
attended board meetings for three years before 
being appointed. She said one of her priorities 
as a board member will be to inform parents 
about issues the district is facing. 

"I want to help parents understand what's 
happening in the district while it's happen-
ing," she said. "There's lots of opportunities 
for that. Each school has an open house, for ex-
ample. Anytime parents are together, we can 
do some educating." 

Clark, a Wheeling resident, is running for a 
third term. She said her background in ac-
counting and working as a math tutor at Deer-
field High School is unique to the board. She 
also said continuity will be important for the 
district. 

"We've had a change in superintendent after 
we've already had a huge change with (former 
District 21 Board President) Tim Hilgenberg 
and Cari Beecher leaving," she said. "That's a 
lot of turnover. It's a hard time for more turn-
over with a new superintendent and these 
major issues." 

Clark has two children enrolled at Whitman 
Elementary School. She said she still enjoys 
working on the board. 

"I've always had an interest in the field of 
education, an interest in children getting a 
good education and in the importance of mak-
ing a difference in children's lives," she said. 
"I want to make decisions that have a positive 
impact on children." 

Edmonds is the co-president of the Whitman 
Elementary School PTO and has one child in 
the district. She lives in Wheeling. Edmonds 
said seeing her 24-year-old daughter graduate 
,from Roosevelt University inspired her to run 
for the School Board. 

"Seeing her receive that diploma was over- 

Threat level is reduced to yel-
low, or medium. 

MacIssac said the depart-
ment also is working closely 
with Wheeling businesses that 
use potentially dangerous 
chemicals to make sure they 
are accounted for and are noti-
fied if supplies come up miss-
ing or are stolen. Fire officials 
are reviewing operating proce-
dures for incidents that may 
include biological and radioac-
tive materials. Maclssac said 
the department has been  

whelming," she said. "It made me realize that 
kids need the best education they can get. I 
saw the tools I gave her, and I hope to be able 
to give those tools to others." 

Edmonds described herself as a good lis-
tener, which she believes is an important asset 
for a board member. 

"I like to digest things before making a deci-
sion," she said. "I don't shoot from the hip. I 
try to figure out what's the most reasonable 

thing to do." 

Horcher has two children at 
Field Elementary School. Her 
husband, Wheeling Trustee 
Patrick Horcher, considered 
making a run for the District 
21 Board but decided to stay 
on the Village Board. Stacy 
Horcher believes it is her time 
to try to make a difference. 

"Many are willing to com-
plain and not do anything 
about it," the Wheeling resi-
dent said. "At least I can run 
and let people know that I am 
willing to do something." 

Horcher said she is not pleased with the way 
the board has been running the district, and 
she also saw few others who were willing to 
challenge the incumbents. She decided to 

"The process of problem-solving (on the 
board) has not been sufficient," she said. 
"Take the space issue. It's been a problem for 
12 or 13 years now, and they still have not done 
anything about it. More attention needs to be 
paid to immediate problems." 

Krulewich, a Buffalo Grove resident, is fm-
ishing his first term on the District 21 Board. 
He said he is looking forward to working with 
Gary Mical, the new superintendent, and that 
he believes Mical is capable of making positive 
changes in the district. 

"It was really important to me to fmd a new 
superintendent who can work with the com-
munity," he said. "Gary is the guy I was look-
ing for. I think we've seen the signs of what 
kind of superintendent he'll be." 

Krulewich pointed to Mical's state-of-the-
schools meetings in October and the formation 
of the Superintendent's Advisory Council as 
keys to the district gaining a better grasp on 
how the community views the school district. 

Krulewich suffered two strokes in the sum-
mer of 2001. He said he is still not "100 per-
cent," but he added that he is feeling better all 
the time. He said he believes continuing his 
work on the board will be helpful. 

"I started thinking about things facing the 
board," he said. "It energized me and made me 
realize that I wanted to stay and be a part of 
things." 

"I never thought I'd see the 
day the Fire Department was 
a target for anybody," he said. 
"But clearly, that is the case 
these days." 

Popadowski said the reality 
of war has allowed the Police 
Department to better prepare 
for the elevated terrorist 
threat. 

"Before, (the elevated alert) 
was based on some innocuous 
intelligence, and we didn't 
know why it was elevated," he 
said. "Now, everyone knows." 

CI started thinking 

about things facing 

the board. It 

energized me and 

made me realize 

that I wanted to 

stay and be a part 

of things. 9 

Larry Krulewich 

bui /IL law . Len-cci wiu 
ations to address security needs. (Continued on page 10) 
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ready for such situations for 
years because of Wheeling's 
proximity to the Zion Nuclear 
Power Plant and the village's 
industrial base. 

"What is new is the bioha-
zards, and we've had to adapt 
a little to that," he said. "I 
think you'll find we're on par 
with our neighbors." 

Other new procedures in-
clude restricting visitor access 
at the fire stations and mak-
ing sure the stations are 
locked at all times. 

While a sagging economy is 
stretching many suburbs lean, 
Wheeling is preparing a budget for a 
year of continued projects to 
upgrade and beautify the village. 

A proposed 2003 fiscal year budget 
that trustees continued to review 
Friday totals about $36.6 million in 
spending. 

It appears to be a significant 
decrease from the estimated 
$52 million of this year, but only 
because conversion to a Jan. 1 fiscal 
year in 2004 calls for an eight-month 
budget from May to December. 

So, while Elk Grove Village is 
among towns that have raised sales 
taxes to plug anticipated budget 
holes — and Mount Prospect and 
Arlington Heights are drawing from 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 3 —2 —413  

projecting a 2 percent rebound 
increase in its annual sales tax for 
next year, village officials said. 

"Our assumption is we're in rela-
tively good shape because of 
Wal-Mart, Sam's Club and Target," 
Douthwaite said. "The folks in a 
weakened economy that wouldn't go 
to Nordstrom go to Sam's or Target or 
Wal-Mart instead." 

Trustees in December approved a 
mere 0.36 percent increase in the 
property tax levy to bring in almost 
$7.4 million to support the budget. 

That compares to an unpopular 
12 percent increase the previous 
year. 

However, state income tax rev-
enue remains flat, and Wheeling's 
budget proposal calls for improve-
ments supported by an additional 
$8.4 million in loans over the next 
two years. 

"We'd have to issue a significant 
amount of bonds in coming years 
and that would contribute to a hike 
in the property tax," Douthwaite 
said. 

Trustees didn't like that. 
Staff told the village board that a 

10-year bond issue to pay off the 
debt would cost the owner of a 
$200,000 home about $36 more in 
annual property taxes. 

A resident using 12,000 gallons of 
water per month would have to pay 
about $34 more monthly in coming 
years to pay for water and sewer 
improvements. 

"We're going to take another look 
at our capital improvements and 
come back with a plan in a month," 
Douthwaite said. 

Wheeling officials hope to have a 
budget proposal ready for a public 
hearing by April. 

reserves or making deep cuts to stay 
in the black—Wheeling officials say 
they have the luxury of considering a 
"hold the line" budget. 

Wheeling's draft includes more 
make the run after finding  si wort. from „bar_ than $7.1 million in capital improve-
husband and a group of parents called Con- m ents for bike paths, streetlight 
cerned Parents of District 21. improvements, work on the Dundee 

Road pedestrian overpass and other 
items. 

If approved, the spending would 
continue a three-year trend of 
aggressive beautification made pos-
sible, in part, because Wheeling 
collects a healthy sales tax from dis-
count stores that remain strong 
performers in a weak economy. 

"Relatively speaking, we're doing 
better than other municipalities," 
Village Manager Wally Douthwaite 
said. 

Wheeling's sales taxes dipped 
2 percent this year, but the village is 
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`Board: Six in the running 

Pamela Dorband Bob Heer Patrick Horcher Steven Telow 

Abruscato, a 68-year-old bank 
branch manager, is the village 
board's longest serving trustee, 
now running for her fifth term. 
She said her job is to be respon-
sive to the people and communi-
cate their needs to other trustees. 

"I can get along with anybody," 
Abrumatto said. "I run a financial 
institution and get along with 
people everyday.". 

She hopes to persuade other 
members of the board to bring 
entertainment venues to the vil-
lage and to develop new senior 
and cultural centers, but agreed 
with other candidates who said 
every initiative will require con-
sensus. 

The one exception is candidatki 
Steven "The Owl" Telow, who 
said his "very conservative" 
thinking would make building 
consensus a big challenge for 
him, 

"I'm very much to the right," 
Telow said. "I can tell you In't 
work very well with people. 
don't agree. That's my biggest 
problem. If I were to be on the 
board, it would be very inter p rairie Park hits bump 

"I think you have to be an 
advocate to the residents of the 
community, Heer said, adding 
that he thinks he has succeeded 
in being just that in the past eight 
years. 

A 46-year-old police officer 
seeking his third term, Heer said 
he is a strong believer in team 
work to find ways to clean up 
blighted areas in town and 
improve everyday life in Wheel-
ing. "But what the decisions 

• should slifluld be what's best 
for the COITIM I I ty," I leer said. 
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Leadership 
styles differ 
with board 
candidates 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer) rt.:3 

Ideas of a better Wheeling 
have little worth if there aren't 
people who can turn the visions 
into reality. 

Most of the six people seeking 
election April 1 to the Wheeling 
village board agree the key to 
bringing far-ranging ideas about 
improved commercial centers 
and upscale housing to fruition 
will be their ability to reach 
compromises. 

Yet, each of the four men and 
two women has a different 
approach to leadership, and all 
hope voters will decide their 
governance style is best to rep-
resent the people ofWheeling. 

"My ability to resolve con-
flicts, that's been my whole life," 
said Kenneth Brady, a construc-
tion project manager who 
described a career of mending 
egos between architects, labor-
ers and contractors. 

"You can't go around hitting 
people in the head with sticks, 
otherwise you won't be in busi-
ness very long," Brady said of 
the need for diplomacy and 
consensus. 'And that goes just 
about anywhere." 

Brady, 61, has served on the 
Wheeling Plan Commission for 
about 16 years, now as its chair-
man while the commission 
completes a major overhaul of a 
village-wide redevelopment 
plan. 

He and Plan Commissioner 
Pamela Dorband say one of the 
primary reasons they're seeking 
election is to ensure there is 
leadership on the village board 
to fulfill the improvement goals 
of the comprehensive plan. 

"I know everyone's going to 
have different ideas, but I 
believe that in serving the resi-
dents, if anyone has a personal 
agenda, that has to be set aside," 
Dorband said. 

The 57-year-old works as an 
administrative assistant to the 
superintendent in Lincolnwood 

See BOARD on PAGE 3 
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Judy Abruscato Kenneth Brady 

Continual from ftzge 1 

School District 74, a post Dor-
band said has shown her the 
importance of "doing the home-
work"to make decisions. 

As for incumbent Trustee 
Patrick Horcher: "I sit back a lot 
and listen," he said. 

A 39-year-old manager of a 
family owned greenhouse, 
Horcher said he prides himself 
on honing his ability to see 
through people's passion tp read 
their true concerns over the two 
terms he has served as trustee. 

"Like we had all these busi-
nesses come in all worried and 
concerned when we had the 
hearing on the 11F," Horcher said _ 
of a tax increment financing dis-
trict recently approved on Wheel-
ing's northeast side. 

The area along Milwaukee 
Avenue is slated for redevelop-
ment with help from tax dollars, 
and businesses feared they 
would be tossed from their prop-
erties. 

"I asked the experts we had 
there leading questions, so the 
experts could explain to the busi-
nesses • how this could help 
them," Horcher said. "That's how 
I like to do things." 

Incumbent Trustee Judy Abr-
uscato echoes her campaign lit-
erature when asked about her 
leadership style,. , 

"Dedicated, responsive and 
qualified I believe I am for this 
job," she says. "My life has been 
dedicated to the village of Wheel-ing,. 
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tersection of Wolf Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue. The com-
missioners focused their crit-
icisms mainly on the color of 
the buildings and their ap-
pearance. They said they will 
not send a recommendation 
on the development to the Vil-
lage Board until the changes 
are made. 

"We can't send this along 
without the I's being dotted 
and T's being crossed," Com-

, mission Chairman Ken Brady 
said. 

Commissioners said they 
like the overall look of the 
buildings designed by archi-
tect Howard Hirsch. But they 

. also saw room for improve-
ment by redesigning the 
building entrances, garage 
doors and balconies. They also 
asked for some changes in the 
building color schemes, land-
scaping and placement of 
sidewalks. 

The decision to table a final 
decision for another two 
weeks over such details did 
not please Developer Mark 
Smith of Smith Brothers Con-
struction. 

"We're not working out me-
chanics here," he se id. "We're 
talking about colors " 
. Commissioners also said 
they want to prohibit people 
from buying condominiums 
and then renting them out as 
an investment. Smith resisted 
such a regulation and argued 
that the commission should  

attention to detail, such as col-
ors, design and whether inves-
tors can buy units and then 
rent them out. 

Commissioners voted Feb. 
27 to table a decision on the 
final plans for Prairie Park, a 
308-unit condominium devel-
opment proposed near the in- 

(Continued on page 8) 

not base a recommendation 
on such an issue. He said it 
was never his intention to 
turn Prairie Park into a rental 
community. 

"That's not fair," Smith 
said. "The government 
shouldn't mandate everything 
in our lives. If you want me to 
look at a reasonable percent-
age (of rentals), I'll do it. But 
to say 100 percent no rentals, I 
won't do it." 

Smith argued the price of 
the units alone, at $200 per 
square foot, would deter in-
vestors from buying units and 
renting them out. At that 
price, units could cost be-
tween $190,000 to $440,000. 

The Prairie Park plan con-
sists of five buildings around 
a large pond, with a clubhouse 
on one side of the pond. Two 
of the buildings will be five-
stories tall, and the other 
three will be seven. An elabo-
rate entrance to the develop-
ment that includes waterfalls 
and a gazebo is planned for 
Wolf Court. 

Smith is, still seeking clear-
ance from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency to 
build the entire project. Most 
of the western area of . the 
17.7-acre site lies in a flood 
plain. Village Engineer Rich-
ard Glenz said he had a "good 
feeling" that FEMA will ac-
cept and approve the applica-
tion, a process that could take 
six to nine months. 
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Telt tw, an 80-year-old inert 
of the Wheeling Historical .S 
ety, described himself as a "(lit 
ent" kind of candidate whose 
mary issue is to clean up Minn 
kee Avenue with hopes of tat 
ing a casino to the area saw] A developer is seeing red 
Lake-Cook Road. over the Wheeling Plan Corn- 
, On the other end of the sp mission's delay in approving a 
tram is incumbent Trustee I new residential project. The 
Heer, who said he considers hi developer is frustrated about 
selfaprogressivethinker._ what he considers too much 

By CASEY MOFFITI 
STAFF WRITER 



"I think you have to be an 
advocate to the residents of the 
community Heer said, adding 
that he thinks he has succeeded 
in being just that in the past eight 
years. 

A 46-year-old police officer 
seeking his third term, Heer said 
he is a strong believer in team 

,work to find ways to clean up 
blighted areas in town and 
improve everyday life in Wheel-
ing. "But what the decisions 
clieeld he, should be what's best 
for the comniunity,"IIeer said. 

Patrick Horcher Steven Telow 

• Board: Six in the running 

By CASEY MOFFIT1 
STAFF WRITER 
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A developer is seeing red 
over the Wheeling Plan Com-

! sc  mission's delay in approving a 
'e I new residential project. The 
s 11 developer is frustrated about 

what he considers too much 

tersection of Wolf Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue. The com-
missioners focused their crit-
icisms mainly on the color of 
the buildings and their ap-
pearance. They said they will 
not send a recommendation 
on the development to the Vil-
lage Board until the changes 
are made. 

"We can't send this along 
without the I's being dotted 
and T's being crossed," Com-

, mission Chairman Ken Brady 
said. 

Commissioners said they 
like the overall look of the 
buildings designed by archi-
tect Howard Hirsch. But they 
also saw room for improve-
ment by redesigning the 
building entrances, garage 
doors and balconies. They also 
asked for some changes in the 
building color schemes, land-
scaping and placement of 
sidewalks. 

The decision to table a final 
decision for another two 
weeks over such details did 
not please Developer Kark 
Smith of Smith Brothers Con-
struction. 

"We're not working out me-
chanics here," he se id. "We're 
talking about colors " 

Commissioners also said 
they want to prohibit people 
from buying condominiums 
and then renting them out as 
an investment. Smith resisted 
such a regulation and argued 
that the commission should 

Leadership 
styles differ 
with board 
candidates 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer) ,.3 

Ideas of a better Wheeling 
have little worth if there aren't 
people who can turn the visions 
into reality. 

Most of the six people seeking 
election April 1 to the Wheeling 
village board agree the key to 
bringing far-ranging ideas about 
improved commercial centers 
and upscale housing to fruition 
will be their ability to reach 
compromises. 

Yet, each of the four men and 
two women has a different 
approach to leadership, and all 
hope voters will decide their 
governance style is best to rep-
resent the people of Wheeling. 

"My ability to resolve con-
oksIs 1.1aq's.tippn my whnlr life.", 
• ------ - 

Judy Abruscato Kenneth Brady 

Continued from Page 1 

School District 74, a post Dor-
band said has shown her the 
importance of "doing the home- 
work"lo make decisions. • 

As for incumbent Trustee 
Patrick Horcher: "I sit back a lot 
and listen," he said. 3  

A 39-year-old manager of a 
family • owned greenhouse, 
Horcher said he prides himself 
on honing his ability to see 
thrOugh people's passion tp read 
their true concerns over the two 
terms he has served as trustee. 

"Like we had all these busi-
nesses come in all worried and 
concerned when we had the 
hearing on the UK" Horcher said 
of a tax increment financing dis-
trict recently approved on Wheel-
ing's northeast side. 

• Pamela Dotand Bob Heer 

Abruscato, a 68-year-old bank 
branch manager, is the village 
board's longest serving trustee,. 
now running for her fifth term. 
She said her job is to be respon-, 
sive to the people and communi-
cate their needs to othertrustees.1 

"I can get along with anybody," 
Abruscato said. "I run a financial 
institution and get along with 
people everyday.". • 
, She hopes to persuade other 

members of the board to bring 
entertainment venues to the vil-
lage and to develop new senior 
and cultural centers, but agreed 
with other candidates who said 
every initiative will require con-
sensus. 

The one exception is candidate 
Steven "The Owl" Telow, who 
said his "very conservative" 
thinking would make building 

enge fur  

attention to detail, such as col-
ors, design and whether inves-
tors can buy units and then 
rent them out. 

Commissioners voted Feb. 
27 to table a decision on the 
final plans for Prairie Park, a 
308-unit condominium devel-
opment proposed near the in- 

(Continued on page 8) 

not base a recommendation 
on such an issue. He said it 
was never his intention to 
turn Prairie Park into a rental 
community. 

"That's not fair," Smith 
said. "The government 
shouldn't mandate everything 
in our lives. If you want me to 
look at a reasonable percent-
age (of rentals), I'll do it. But 
to say 100 percent no rentals, I 
won't do it." 

Smith argued the price of 
the units alone, at $200 per 
square foot, would, deter in-
vestors from buying units and 
renting them out. At that 
price, units could cost be-
tween $190,000 to $440,000. 

The Prairie Park plan con-
sists of five buildings around 
a large pond, with a clubhouse 
on one side of the pond. Two 
of the buildings will be five-
stories tall, and the other 
three will be seven. An elabo-
rate entrance to the develop-
ment that includes waterfalls 
and a gazebo is planned for 
Wolf Court. 

Smith is, still seeking clear-
ance from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency to 
build the entire project. Most 
of the western area of  the 
17.7-acre site lies in a flood 
plain. Village Engineer Rich-
ard Glenz said he had a "good 
feeling" that FEMA will ac-
cept and approve the applica-
tion, a process that could take 
six to nine months. 
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Wheeling changes tack, kills condo proposal 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Dally Herald Staff Writer., 

In an unexpected about-face this 
week, Wheeling trustees blocked 
plans to build a housing develop-
ment on one of the village's last 
significant pieces of open land. 

The village board was set to vote on 
a land-swap agreement that would 
have helped Tantillo Homes move 
forward with building condomini-
ums on 10 of the estimated 20 acres 
at Milwaukee Avenue and lake-Cook 
Road. 

The estimated $70 million project 
would have brought the village three, 
10-story buildings in a towering com-
plex that developers said would be a 
hallmark for Wheeling. 

However, trustees decided they 
would rather see a commercial 
development on the high-profile 
property, Village Manager Wally 
Douthwaite said Wednesday. 

Trustees scrapped the vote on a 
land-transfer and development 
agreement with Tantillo after meet- 

ing in closed session Monday. 
"It's too important a property," 

Douthwaite said. "It's prime location 
on the corner of Lake-Cook and Mil-
waukee Road and when you have 
something that's of that kind of value 
and location, I think it behooves us to 
work to make the best of it." 

Wheeling wants to find a develop-
ment that will use the entire 20 acres, 
rather than dividing the property, 
Douthwaite said. 

He pointed out that, other than the 
Horcher Farm on Wheeling's far 
north side, the parcel is the last sig-
nificant property to be developed in 
the village. 

William Hein, the consultant for 
Tantillo Homes on the project, said 
he was "very much surprised" at the 
board's decision. 

Tantillo first pitched its housing 
plans to Wheeling trustees about a 
year ago and has since appeared sev-
eral times before the plan 
commission to present alternative 
designs. "Not only is it the time, but 
it's the monies that have been  

expended, which are quite substan-
tial," Hein said, though he had no 
figures available. "We're well along 
into the process." 

It would be premature to say 
whether Tantillo will develop new 
plans that would fit Wheeling's desire 
for a commercial development, Hein 
said. 

"We're weighing the options," he 
said. 

Anthony Tantillo, owner of Tantillo 
Homes, couldn't be reached for com-
ment, but Douthwaite said he plans  

to meet with Tantillo today to discuss 
options. 

Wheeling doesn't want to "take the 
first thing out of the box," Douth-
waite said. Officials aren't overly 
concerned that a sagging economy 
could stymie new proposals from 
developers. 

"The land isn't going anywhere," 
Douthwaite said. "It certainly isn't 
going to depreciate any in value and 
the board felt it was important to wait 
for the right development to come 
along." 

Assistant manager hired 3 -6 - a 3 

Wheeling Village Manager Wallace Douthwaite has hired 
Mark Rooney as his assistant village • manager. Rooney is 
scheduled to begin his job Monday. 

Rooney is the former city administrator of Highwood, 
where he worked for seven years and oversaw the conversion 
of Fort Sheridan to civilian uses, developed Highwood's first 
tax increment financing district and negotiated contracts to 
build telecommunication antennae on city water towers. 

Rooney previously spent three years as Sen. Paul Simon's 
staff assistant, where he worked with the Congressional effort 
to redevelop Joliet Arsenal and Fort Sheridan. Rooney served 
as an Army officer during the 1991 Gulf War and received a 
Bronze Star for the rescue of soldiers following an Iraqi mis- 

7tt.90 m barrack: in Saudi Arabia. He is still a member 
of the U.S. Army Reserve. 

Rooney is a graduate of the University of Nebraska and is 
working on his master's of public administration degree at 
Northern Illinois University.  

• 

Wheeling board candidates debate bus servic 
BY CASS CLIATT hh  „„) 
Daily Herald Staff Writer j 

Free bus service in Wheeling and 
the proliferation of so-called "jitney" 
cabs were on the list Tuesday night of 
ways candidates for village trustee 
propose to improve local transporta-
tion. 

Five of the six residents hoping to 
win election to the village board April 
1 faced off on the transportation issue 
during the first public forum of the 
campaign season. "Years ago, there  

was talk of a free bus," Pamela Dor-
band said. "I would like to see that." 

Dorband, a Wheeling plan com-
missioner, said she's encouraged by 
Metra's plans to build another train 
track through the village. Yet Wheel-
ing should focus on promoting retail 
and housing development around its 
train station and create a local bus 
service to ease movement there, she 
said. 

"I don't think Wheeling would pay 
for a free bus just within the village," 
incumbent Trustee Patrick Horcher  

said. Horcher and Trustee Judy Abr-
uscato were the only incumbents to 
attend the forum hosted by the Lib-
ertarian Party at Wheeling Township 
headquarters. Trustee Robert Heer 
gave notice that the forum conflicted 
with his job at the Buffalo Grove 
Police Department, organizers said. 

"The prospect of a free bus is nice," 
Horcher said, "but when you get the 
toys and bring them home, the credit 
card has to come. You have to pay." 

Horcher said he might be willing to 
enter a cooperative agreement with  

other municipalities if they wanted to 
provide a bus service. 

Candidate Kenneth Brady, Wheel-
ing's plan commission chairman, 
pointed out that Niles has a free bus 
system that has worked for that town. 

'And Wheeling has a unique situa-
tion in that we have a high 
concentration of senior citizens in 
one area and they can't get around," 
Brady said. "So, through the Illinois 
Senior Services and the park district, 
we could get enough money together 
to provide a free bus within the vil- 

lage." 
For any bus system to work, 

Wheeling residents would have to be 
educated about bus use, Abruscato 
said. "When I moved into the com-
munity, we had bus service, Mr. 
Brady," said Abruscato, a 36-year 
Wheeling resident. 'And what hap-
pened? We haven't educated 
ourselves to use the bus. I would like 
to see bus service restored." 

Abruscato supported an idea 
pushed by newcomer candidate 
Steven Telow to proliferate a system  

of jitneys, whicl 
buses that carry 
on a flexible schi 

"The biggest 
of the transport 
Telow said of the 
"We should use 
my day, you'd pa 
take you." 

Brady, Dorbar 
supportive of t 
more cautious, 
have to conic 
safety and Habit 
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plans to build a housing develop-
ment on one of the village's last 
significant pieces of open land. 

The village board was set to vote on 
a land-swap agreement that would 
have helped Tantillo Homes move 
forward with building condomini-
ums on 10 of the estimated 20 acres 
at Milwaukee Avenue and Lake-Cook 
Road. 

The estimated $70 million project 
would have brought the village three, 
10-story buildings in a towering com-
plex that developers said would be a 
hallmark for Wheeling. 

However, trustees decided they 
would rather see a commercial 
development on the high-profile 
property, Village Manager Wally 
Douthwaite said Wednesday. 

Trustees scrapped the vote on a 
land-transfer and development 
agreement with Tantillo after meet- 

something that's of that kind of value 
and location, I think it behooves us to 
work to make the best of it." 

Wheeling wants to find a develop-
ment that will use the entire 20 acres, 
rather than dividing the property, 
Douthwaite said. 

He pointed out that, other than the 
Horcher Farm on Wheeling's far 
north side, the parcel is the last sig-
nificant property to be developed in 
the village. 

William Hein, the consultant for 
Tantillo Homes on the project, said 
he was "very much surprised" at the 
board's decision. 

Tantillo first pitched its housing 
plans to Wheeling trustees about a 
year ago and has since appeared sev-
eral times before the plan 
commission to present alternative 
designs. "Not only is it the time, but 
it's the monies that have been  

whether Tantillo will develop new 
plans that would fit Wheeling's desire 
for a commercial development, Hein 
said. 

"We're weighing the options," he 
said. 

Anthony Tantillo, owner of Tantillo 
Homes, couldn't be reached for com-
ment, but Douthwaite said he plans  

concerned that a sagging economy 
could stymie new proposals from 
developers. 

"The land isn't going anywhere," 
Douthwaite said. "It certainly isn't 
going to depreciate any in value and 
the board felt it was important to wait 
for the right development to come 
along." 

-  Assistant manager hired 3 —6 a 3  
Wheeling Village Manager Wallace Douthwaite has hired 

Mark Rooney as his assistant village manager. Rooney is 
scheduled to begin his job Monday. 

Rooney is the former city administrator of Highwood, 
where he worked for seven years and oversaw the conversion 
of Fort Sheridan to civilian uses, developed Highwood's first 
tax increment financing district and negotiated contracts to 
build telecommunication antennae on city water towers. 

Rooney previously spent three years as Sen. Paul Simon's 
staff assistant, where he worked with the Congressional effort 
to redevelop Joliet Arsenal and Fort Sheridan. Rooney served 
as an Army officer during the 1991 Gulf War and received a 
Bronze Star for the rescue of soldiers following an Iraqi mis- 

-tfamr harracks in Saudi Arabia. He is still a member 
of the U.S. Army Reserve. 

Rooney is a graduat e of the University of Nebraska and is 
working on his master's of public administration degree at 
Northern Illinois University. 

Wheeling board candidates debate bus service 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer / 0. 

Free bus service in Wheeling and 
the proliferation of so-called "jitney" 
cabs were on the list Tuesday night of 
ways candidates for village trustee 
propose to improve local transporta-
tion. 

Five of the six residents hoping to 
win election to the village board April 
I faced off on the transportation issue 
during the first public forum of the 
campaign season. "Years ago, there  

was talk of a free bus," Pamela Dor-
band said. "I would like to see that." 

Dorband, a Wheeling plan com-
missioner, said she's encouraged by 
Metra's plans to build another train 
track through the village. Yet Wheel-
ing should focus on promoting retail 
and housing development around its 
train station and create a local bus 
service to ease movement there, she 
said. 

"I don't think Wheeling would pay 
for a free bus just within the village," 
incumbent Trustee Patrick Horcher  

said. Horcher and Trustee Judy Abr-
uscato were the only incumbents to 
attend the forum hosted by the Lib-
ertarian Party at Wheeling Township 
headquarters. Trustee Robert Heer 
gave notice that the forum conflicted 
with his job at the Buffalo Grove 
Police Department, organizers said. 

"The prospect of a free bus is nice," 
Horcher said, "but when you get the 
toys and bring them home, the credit 
card has to come. You have to pay." 

Horcher said he might be willing to 
enter a cooperative agreement with  

other municipalities if they wanted to 
provide a bus service. 

Candidate Kenneth Brady, Wheel-
ing's plan commission chairman, 
pointed out that Niles has a free bus 
system that has worked for that town. 

'And Wheeling has a unique situa-
tion in that we have a high 

i

ncentration of senior citizens in 
ie area and they can't get around," 
ady said. "So, through the Illinois 
nior Services and the park district, 

t1
e could get enough money together 
provide a free bus within the vil- 

'age." 
For any bus system to work, 

Wheeling residents would have to be 
educated about bus use, Abruscato 
said. "When I moved into the com-
munity, we had bus service, Mr. 
Brady," said Abruscato, a 36-year 
Wheeling resident. 'And what hap-
pened? We haven't educated 
ourselves to use the bus. I would like 
to see bus service restored." 

Abruscato supported an idea 
pushed by newcomer candidate 
Steven Telow to proliferate a system  

of jitneys, which are small vans or 
buses that carry multiple passengers 
on a flexible schedule. 

"The biggest disaster we have out 
of the transportation area is Pace," 
Telow said of the regional bus system. 
"We should use the jitneys, where in 
my day, you'd pay a nickel and they'd 
take you." 

Brady, Dorband and Horcher were 
supportive of the jitney idea, but 
more cautious, saying they would 
have to consider state laws, and 
safety and liability issues. 
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parks and maintaining village streets. 
Some special projects in the plan include a new 

$15 million public works facility proposed for con-
struction in 2007, acquiring and demolishing flood-
prone properties and building new roadside en-
trance signs for the village. 

Village Manager Wallace Douthwaite said the capi-
tal improvements program has no local revenue 
source outside of the motor fuel tax, utility taxes for 
electricity and natural gas, and a portion of sales 
taxes. That means the village will have to issue 
bonds and increase taxes to pay for the projects. 

Douthwaite said property taxes could increase be-
tween 6 percent and 9.5 percent to pay the costs. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Theeling trustees are wrestling with how much of 
Ix increase they are willing to impose on resi-
sts to pay for public improvement projects. 
'ublic Works Department representatives submit-
a draft of their five-year capital improvements 

gram last week that details a list of projects total-
$48.5 million. Included in the plan is $7.1 million 
rojects next year. 
he program is mainly made up of improving 
er pumps, replacing water mains, increasing 
et lighting, burying utility lines, building pocket 

at this point," Mondschain 
said. "It's hard to say what the 
final impact will be." 

The levy increases pro-
jected by Douthwaite are 
based on how much money 
the village will have to borrow 
through bonds. 

"This is a policy issue you 
need to look at," Douthwaite 
told the board at its March 3 
meeting. 

Board members are split on 
how much to raise taxes. 

"I'd like to keep any tax in-
crease to the 5 to 6 percent 
level," Trustee Patrick 
Horcher said. "That should 
give us a good volume of 
money to work with." 

Trustee Michael Horcher 
said he is pleased to see an ag-
gressive capital improvements 
program, but he is also cau-
tious of raising taxes. 

"We're moving ahead pretty 
good, but I don't want to raise 
taxes any more than we have 
to," he said. "Maybe we can 
defer some projects or look at 
other revenue to offset the 
need for property taxes." 

Other trustees argue that 
the village may want to bor-
row more money now and 
complete the projects since in-
terest rates are at historic 
lows. 

"If you're going to bond, 
now's the time," said Trustee 
Judy Abruscato, who is a vice 

president at CortdBank. 
Trustee Trevor Lehmann 

suggested the village borrow 
more money and accelerate 
the, program's schedule to 
take advantage of low interest 
rates. 

"Money is a steal," he said. 
"Rates will rise in two years. 
We're talking about millions 
of dollars, and a few percent-
age points is saving a lot of 
money." 

Trustee Dean Argiris is 
wary about raising taxes and 
increasing debt if the village 
finds it needs to borrow 
money in an emergency in the 
future. 

"I have a real problem with 
increasing taxes," he said 
"We know the problems we 
have today, but nobody has 
crystal ball to see the prob 
lems tomorrow." 

State legislators 
endorse Abruscato 

Wheeling/ Wheeling voters 
have an easy choice when 
they vote for village trustee 
April 1. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato has 
invested her time, energy and 
effort to promote the 
community. She has worked 
tirelessly to enhance her 
professionalism as an elected 
official, attending sessions on 
issues of importance to 
Wheeling and other local 
governments. She conducts 
village business without a 
personal agenda, always 
mindful of her responsibility 
to the taxpayers. 

Trustee Abruscato has truly 
been a leader in her 
community involvement, 
wanting only the best for 
Wheeling and its residents. 
As legislators who represent 
the village of Wheeling, we 
are honored to work with her 

Senator Terry Link 
30th District 

Rep. Kathy Ryg 
59th District 

Argiris charged Monds 
chain to "find the funds" ii 
tax increment financing 
money or grants. 

and strongly endorse her re- Douthwaite said he and vil 
lage staff will work to put to election. 
gether different scenarios o r 
borrowing, using TIF funds (4  
raising taxes and deferring 
projects. Ultimately, it is up tl 
the Village Board to decide — - 
the final capital improve- 
rnents program. Trustees 
must approve the plan by the 
end of April. 

trustees talk taxes for public projects 
That translates into an increase of $25 to $35 in taxes 
on a home with a fair market value of $200,000. 

Michael Mondschain, Wheeling's finance dire, 
said the figures are not "written in stone" since the 
board has options in structuring the debt or using 
funds from the three tax increment financing dis-
tricts already established to pay for the work. The 
TIF districts are used to fund improvements within 
delineated areas. A TIF district exists, for example, 
around Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee Road. Using 
TIF money to make improvements in those areas 
would not effect the annual tax levy. 

"There are a number of options before the board 
(Continued on page 8) 

3 -02e,- 
Prairie Park to go to Village Board 
• The Wheeling Plan Commission gave its approval to the 
site and appearance plan of the proposed Prairie Park to be 
'built near the intersection of Wolf Road and Milwaukee Ave-
nue. 

Commissioners approved Smith Brothers Construction's 
plan after the company made some minor changes to the plan 
after a Feb. 27 Plan Commission meeting. Developer Mark 
Smith agreed to post bonds for the second phase of the proj-
ect and agreed to meet with village staff to draw up an agree-
ment that deters renters from moving into the 308-unit con-
dominium development. 

Smith said he was not sure how the agreement would read, 
but it will most likely place a limit on how many units can be 
rented out in each building. 

Smith will build two buildings on the east side of the prop-
erty, along with an elaborately landscaped entrance, in the 
first phase of the project. The second phase will include con-
struction of three other condominium buildings and a club-
house. Smith still needs approval from. the Federal Emer-
gency lvia;:agetrient Agency for the second phase of the 
project. He is hoping FEMA will redraw the flood plain map, 
allowing him to buil .Ion the western part of the property. 

Smith said he arr icipates construction to take three years. 
The project still net ds approval from ,the Village Board before 
construction can begin,. 

Blood drive Wednesday 3 - -13 
The Wheeling Board of Health will hold a blood drive from 

1 p.m. to 6 p.m. March 26 in the main fire station at 255 W. 
Dundee Road. 

The Board of Health asks those wishing to donate blood to 
contact Michael 'Boyle, Wheeling's health officer, at (847) 
459-2621, or by e-mailing him at,mboyle@vi.wheeling.il.us  to 
schedule an appointment.  

Walk-ins are welcome, but those with appointments will re-
ceive priority. The American Red Cross, the agency conduct-
ing the collections, recommends donors eat a few hours prior 
to donating and drink 12 glasses of water a day for several 
days to hydrate the veins. , • 

Candidates in Wheeling trustee race consider land-use plan 
March ,A01 BOO 

The Daily Herald sent ques- 1ELECTIOIL 
tionnaires to each of the six 
candidates in the race for 
Wheeling village trustee. Here should the village board see the 
are their responses to one of the plan is adhered to? 
couple of selected questions. 
The candidates are running for Judy Abruscato: We should 
three 4-year seats. review the comprehensive land- 

use plan on a timely basis to 
Q. Wheeling has dedicated make sure we are moving in the 

more than a year to developing right direction to meet the 
its first new comprehensive needs of the residents and busi-
land-use plan in decades. How nesses. 

Kenneth R. Brady: Take steps to 
ensure that the comprehensive 
plan is reviewed at least every 
two to three years, or shortly 
after a major development has 
been approved that is contrary 
to the plan in order to check the 
effect the project had on the 
surrounding area. The board 
should work closely with the 
chamber and the economic 
development commission to 
monitor trend changes to stay  

current in land-use planning. 
A regular workshop meeting 

should be held between the vil-
lage board, plan commission 
and economic development 
commission. It is important to 
maintain understanding 
between the lawmakers and 
their advisory boards regarding 
industry trends, problem areas, 
redevelopment ideas, etc. 

Pamela D. Reiland: I have been  

involved in that plan every step 
of the way and I don't want it 
shelved and forgotten. It is up to 
the trustees to insure that the 
plan is implemented. We need 
to maintain our focus and set 
goals and timelines for comple-
tion. Some items can be set into 
motion immediately — 
streetscape work, for example. 
Others will need to be more 
long range. In order to stay on 
track, it is necessary to schedule  

periodic reviews of the plan. 

Robert J. Heer: A lot of work has 
gone into the revised compre-
hensive plan, which some have 
described as the "blue print" for 
the future of Wheeling. Others, 
however disagree with the plan 
and feel its not how they envi-
sioned the plan to be. Whatever 
the case, the village board has 

See Q&A 

OA: Town's land-use 
plan topic of debate 

infinueti from lizge 

the ultimate say on what is 
developed within the commu-
nity utilizing the comprehen-
sive plan. The plan is flexible 
enough to allow for the best 
use of the property. 

Patrick A. Harahan Stick to it. 

What good are instructions 
for a complex project if you 
don't use them? 

Steven "The Owl" Telow: This 
comprehensive plan has 
not been voted on as of 
Feb. 10, 2003. And if it does 
pass, it will be a monumen-
tal flop 
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Wheeling bridge will 
stay put, be rehabbed 
BY CASS CLIATT 

• 
Daily Herald Staff Writer

/ - D ) 

After years of debate, Wheel-
ing has decided the fate of the 
Dundee Road pedestrian over-
pass — again. 

It took 51 months and almost 
$39,000 in studies for the village 
to decide to leave the so-called 
"London bridge" where it is. 

Trustees tentatively agreed 
recently to budget $272,000 for 
rehabilitating the 36-year-old 
walkway. 

The decision represents a 
reversal of last spring's $300,000 
plan to put a wrecking ball to 
the overpass, realign adjacent 
roads and install a traffic light. 

Some trustees have long said 
the overpass is critical to the 
safety of kids walking to Jack 
London Middle School, and that 
view eventually triumphed over 
earlier concerns that repairing it 
would be too costly. 

"You could make the criticism 
that we took the time and took 
the money and came full-circle 
and decided it was going to stay 
put, but I think the trustees 
were genuinely torn on the 
appropriate alternative," Village 
Manager Wally Douthwaite said. 

Parents repeatedly spoke out 
against demolishing a bridge 
trustees complained was 

unsightly, but the village board 
for years thought rebuilding it 
would cost up to $400,000. 

The Illinois Department of 
Transportation had said Wheel-
ing would have to install 
disability ramps and heighten 
the bridge if it were rebuilt. 

"So what we did was look at 
the possibility of putting a light 
at London," Douthwaite said. 

Yet IDOT in 2000 initially 
refused Wheeling's request to 
install a traffic signal there. 

Trustees decided in Decem-
ber 2001, to deal with the bridge 
themselves and OK'd a traffic-
signal last April. They 
unexpectedly decided to reopen 
the issue in December, after 
learning IDOT had changed its 
costly requirement to install 
ramps. "We are pleased to have 
the bridge stay," London School 
Principal James Parker said. "If 
we could do anything aestheti-
cally to make it look a little bit 
nicer, that would be fine. But 
our kids, from a safety stand-
point, use it regularly." 

The concept design calls for 
replacing the 81-foot solid 
structure with corrugated steel 
and lightweight concrete to 
form the walkway beneath a 
new protective screen. The pro-
ject should be completed by the 
end of November. 

:andidates dissect school space problems 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 
3 - /9 - e 

All five candidates seeking a seat on 
le Wheeling Elementary School Dis-
ict 21 Board realize that finding 
lom for students on the east side of 
ie district is a challenge that cannot 
ignored. 

DISTRICT 21 

The disagreement among those 
.eking one of three, four-year seats is 
ow the district should go about solv-
ig the problem. The candidates in-
[tide incumbents Pamela Becker-
lean, Larry Krulewich and Ellen 
lark, and Stacey Horcher and Kather-
ie Edmonds. 
The board attempted to ease the 

rowded classroom conditions on the 
ast side of the district last spring by 
loving kindergarten students who 
rould normally attend Whitman Ele-
lentary School to the Hawthorne 
Ichool. Their goal was to make space 
t Whitman, whose 690-student enroll-
ment makes it the largest elementary 
chool in the district. There are 147 
Thitman kindergartners at Haw-
borne this year. 
The decision came after the board 

tumbled over two different plans to 
reate more space at Whitman. The 
oard decided to scrap those plans 
fter the administration of former  Su- 

schools concept," she said. 
"It's tough if a child across the 
street is moved to another 
schooL But the growth on the 
east side is unbelievable. I 
don't know if we can maintain 
neighborhood schools." 

Horcher favors redistrict-
ing, but she sees no need to 
pay someone from outside the 
district to redraw school 
boundaries. Horcher said the 
demographic study and the 
u gges Lions from the Superin-

tendent's Advisory Council 
provide the district a good 
start in getting the informa-
tion it needs.  

perintendent Lloyd "Bud" DesCarpen-
trie provided conflicting school popu-
lation statistics. The numbers given to 
the board did not match statistics de-
veloped by faculty and parents at 
schools that would have been most af-
fected by the plans. 

The board hire a demographer in 
May to better forecast population 
growth. That report, conducted by 
George Ambruster of K12 Analytics, 
shows overall population growth is 
flattening out, but east-side growth is 
expected to outpace west-side growth. 

Incumbents' views 
Clark and Krulewich were part of 

the District 21 Board during the brunt 
of the discussion to solve the space 
issue last spring. Becker-Dean was ap-
pointed to the board in April, after the 
majority of the debate had ended. She 
voted in favor of the Hawthorne solu-
tion in May. 

All three incumbents admit the 
board handled the situation poorly last 
year, mainly because it was trying to 
solve the problem with incorrect en-
rollment statistics. 

Clark said empty classrooms in 
some west-side buildings prove that 
school boundaries should be redrawn 
and that space on the west side of the 
district should be used before the dis-
trict builds additions to Whitman. 

"We have more than enough room 
(in the district) to accommodate all the  

children," she said. "It doesn't make 
sense to build if we already have 
room." 

Clark said building more space at 
Whitman could also have a negative 
effect on an already large school. 

"The class sizes are OK, but you 
would lose some of the atmosphere at 
a school that big," she said. "Right 
now, the school is so big the teachers 
don't know the students and the stu-
dents don't know the teachers." 

Krulewich said the district needs to 
continue to look at other solutions be-
sides enlarging Whitman and redis-
tricting. 

"My fear is, with a building that big, 
you could end up with a white ele-
phant," he said. "Why spend money on 
a facility we do not need?" 

He supports continued investigation 
as to whether more students can be 
sent to Hawthorne. The district has 
avoided sending more kids to Haw-
thorne because of possible concerns 
about the building being in a flood 
plain. 

"We have to make the best use of all 
our facilities. We opened up kindergar-
ten rooms at Hawthorne for Whitman 
students, and we need to continue to 
get the optimum use out of Haw-
thorne," he said. "That is where the 
kids are." 

Becker-Dean said the district needs 
to involve the community more in any 
decision that is made. She said Super-
intendent Gary Mical's Superinten- 

dent Advisory Council, made up of 
about 60 parents representing each 
school, did a good job coming up with 
some suggested solutions to the space 
issue. 

"We need to all work together and 
not come up with a plan and ask (the 
community), 'What do you think?' " 
she said. 

Becker-Dean also suggests the dis-
trict hire someone to redraw school 
boundaries instead of relying on the 
administrative staff. 

"We can't put this burden on 
(staff)," she said. "It's not their compe-
tency. We should get people who know 
what they're doing. It's an emotional 
issue, and we need to take the emotion 
out." 

The challengers 
Edmonds agrees with the idea of 

hiring an outside consultant to come 
up VI new school boundaries. 

"The board is too emotional," she 
said. "We need someone to take a 
fresh look at the situation, with no bi-
ases." 

Edmonds said any redrawing of 
boundaries should try to adhere to the 
district's neighborhood-school philoso-
phy, in which students in the same 
neighborhood attend the same school. 
But Edmonds admits that sticking to 
the policy may be difficult. 

"I believe in the neighborhood-
(Continued on page 8) 

Garbage 
bills 
surprise 
seniors 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Officials with Waste Man-
agement say they have fixed 
an error that resulted in sev-
eral hundred Wheeling senior 
citizens being overcharged for 
garbage collection during the 
last billing cycle. 

There was a 
computer glitch. 
We have those 
from time to time. 

"I can't imagine how one 
person with a good brain, a 
pencil, a ruler and a map 
couldn't do it," she said. "I 
don't think the administration 
can't do it." 

Horcher also agrees that the 
community needs to be more 
involved in giving input on 
any plan to alleviate the space 
problem_ 

"Parents need to be in-
volved in the decision-making 
process," she said. "If (par-
ents) do not want (their chil-
dren) to be widely distributed 
across the district, .then they 
should be accommodated." 

Trustees approve overpass repair
/ 

The pedestrian overpass that spans Dundee Road between 
Field Elementary School and London Middle School will be 
repaired after all. 

The Wheeling Village Board voted to repair the overpass 
after looking at suggestions and estimates from Baxter & 
Woodman Consulting Engineers at its March 17 meeting. The 
plan is to repair the stairs and railings, improve the abut-
ments and replace the walkway and fence. The project is ex-
pected to cost about $270,000: The village has $280,000 budg-
eted for the repairs.  

Trustees considered demolishing the bridge and replacing 
it with a street light at the London entranke and Cedar Run 

trustees opted for the repairs after the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation informed them that they 
could pursue the work without having to, install ramps to ad-
here to Americans with Disabilities Act guidelines. 

Repairs could begin this summer. 
London Middle school Principal Jim Parker said students 

use the bridge every day to get to and from school. He was 
pleased to hear the bridge will be repaired. 

"Using the overhead walk is a lot safer," he said. "Even if 
there was a light, the kids could run out. Some cars go 30 
(mph) and some, go 55, and the kids can have a hard time 
judging how fast a car is going." 

About 700 senior citizens 
living in single-family homes 
did not receive the 25 percent 
discount they are entitled to 
through the village's contract 
with Waste Management. The 
error resulted in senior citi-
zens being overcharged by 
$7.73. Robert Stob, municipal 
marketing director for Waste 
Management, said the com-
pany discovered the error 
soon after the bills were 
mailed. 

"There was a computer 
glitch," he said. "We have 
those from time to time." 

Stob said all who qualify for 
the discount but did not re-
ceive it on the last bill will be 
credited on their next bill. 

"Everyone (with the dis-
count) is getting notices," 
Stob said. "We don't want to 
collect money that's not owed 
to us. And if we owe money 
back, then we're going to pay 
it back." 

Diane Anderson, secretary 
to the assistant to the Wheel-
ing village manager, said it 
was too late to correct the 
problem because they had al-
ready been sent out. 

"Waste Management called 
us right away," Anderson said. 



would normally attend Whitman Ele-
mentary School to the Hawthorne 
School. Their goal was to make space 
at Whitman, whose 690-student enroll-
ment makes it the largest elementary 
school in the district. There are 147 
Whitman kindergartners at Haw-
thorne this year. 

The decision came after the board 
stumbled over two different plans to 
create more space at Whitman. The 
board decided to scrap those plans 
after the administration of former  Su- 

All three incumbents admit the 
board handled the situation poorly last 
year, mainly because it was trying to 
solve the problem with incorrect en-
rollment statistics. 

Clark said empty classrooms in 
some west-side buildings prove that 
school boundaries should be redrawn 
and that space on the west side of the 
district should be used before the dis-
trict builds additions to Whitman. 

"We have more than enough room 
(in the district) to accommodate all the  

about the building being in a flood 
plain. 

"We have to make the best use of all 
our facilities. We opened up kindergar-
ten rooms at Hawthorne for Whitman 
students, and we need to continue to 
get the optimum use out of Haw-
thorne," he said. "That is where the 
kids are." 

Becker-Dean said the district needs 
to involve the community more in any 
decision that is made. She said Super-
intendent Gary Mical's Superinten- 

oo unaaries. 
"The board is too emotional," she 

said. "We need someone to take a 
fresh look at the situation, with no bi-
ases." 

Edmonds said any redrawing of 
boundaries should try to adhere to the 
district's neighborhood-school philoso-
phy, in which students in the same 
neighborhood attend the same school. 
But Edmonds admits that sticking to 
the policy may be difficult. 

"I believe in the neighborhood-
(Continued on page 8) 

Wheeling bridge will Garbage 
stay put, be rehabbed bills 

schools copcept." she said. 
"It's tough if a child across the 
street is moved to another 
school. But the growth on the 
east side is unbelievable. I 
don't know if we can maintain 
neighborhood schools." 

Horcher favors redistrict-
ing, but she sees no need to 
pay someone from outside the 
district to redraw school 
boundaries. Horcher said the 
demographic study and the 
:,uggesiions ft oin the Superin-
tendent's Advisory Council 
provide the district a good 
start in getting the informa-
tion it needs. 

"I can't imagine how one 
person with a good brain, a 
pencil, a ruler and a map 
couldn't do it," she said. "I 
don't think the administration 
can't do it." 

Horcher also agrees that the 
community needs to be more 
involved in giving input on 
any plan to alleviate the space 
problem. 

"Parents need to be in-
volved in the decision-making 
process," she said. "If (par-
ents) do not want (their chil-
dren) to be widely distributed 
across the district, then they 
should be accommodated." 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 3-2, 7 - 03 

After years of debate, Wheel-
ing has decided the fate of the 
Dundee Road pedestrian over-
pass — again. 

It took 51 months and almost 
$39,000 in studies for the village 
to decide to leave the so-called 
"London bridge" where it is. 

Trustees tentatively agreed 
recently to budget $272,000 for 
rehabilitating the 36-year-old 
walkway. 

The decision represents a 
reversal of last spring's $300,000 
plan to put a wrecking ball to 
the overpass, realign adjacent 
roads and install a traffic light. 

Some trustees have long said 
the overpass is critical to the 
safety of kids walking to Jack 
London Middle School, and that 
view eventually triumphed over 
earlier concerns that repairing it 
would be too costly. 

"You could make the criticism 
that we took the time and took 
the money and came full-circle 
and decided it was going to stay 
put, but I think the trustees 
were genuinely torn on the 
appropriate alternative," Village 
Manager Wally Douthwaite said. 

Parents repeatedly spoke out 
against demolishing a bridge 
trustees complained was  

unsightly, but the village board 
for years thought rebuilding it 
would cost up to $400,000. 

The Illinois Department of 
Transportation had said Wheel-
ing would have to install 
disability ramps and heighten 
the bridge if it were rebuilt. 

"So what we did was look at 
the possibility of putting a light 
at London," Douthwaite said. 

Yet IDOT in 2000 initially 
refused Wheeling's request to 
install a traffic signal there. 

Trustees decided in Decem-
ber 2001, to deal with the bridge 
themselves and OK'd a traffic-
signal last April. They 
unexpectedly decided to reopen 
the issue in December, after 
learning IDOT had changed its 
costly requirement to install 
ramps. "We are pleased to have 
the bridge stay," London School 
Principal James Parker said. "If 
we could do anything aestheti-
cally to make it look a little bit 
nicer, that would be fine. But 
our kids, from a safety stand-
point, use it regularly." 

The concept design calls for 
replacing the 81-foot solid 
structure with corrugated steel 
and lightweight concrete to 
form the walkway beneath a 
new protective screen. The pro-
ject should be completed by the 
end of November. 

surprise 
seniors 
3 - 0 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Officials with Waste Man-
agement say they have fixed 
an error that resulted in sev-
eral hundred Wheeling senior 
citizens being overcharged for 
garbage collection during the 
last billing cycle. 

There was a 
computer glitch. 
We have those 
from time to time. 

About 700 senior citizens 
living in single-family homes 
did not receive the 25 percent 
discount they are entitled to 
through the village's contract 
with Waste Management. The 
error resulted in senior citi-
zens being overcharged by 
$7.73. Robert Stob, municipal 
marketing director for Waste 
Management, said the com-
pany discovered the error 
soon after the bills were 
mailed. 

"There was a computer 
glitch," he said. "We have 
those from time to time." 

Stob said all who qualify for 
the discount but did not re-
ceive it on the last bill will be 
credited on their next bill. 

"Everyone (with the dis-
count) is getting notices," 
Stob said. "We don't want to 
collect money that's not owed 
to us. And if we owe money 
back, then we're going to pay 
it back." 

Diane Anderson, secretary 
to the assistant to the Wheel-
ing village manager, said it 
was too late to correct the 
problem because they had al-
ready been sent out. 

"Waste Management called 
us right away," Anderson said. 
"They began immediately to 
credit the accounts in the next 
billing cycle. Everyone is 
pleased. Mistakes happen, 
and we undeistand that." 

Wheeling residents 65 and 
older with curb-side garbage 
pickup have qualified for the 
discount since February 2002. 
The error affects the last bill-
ing cycle only. Seniors who 
live in condominium build-
ings or town homes do not 
qualify for the discount, and 
their bills were not affected. 

Trustees approve overpass repair `./c.)- 
The pedestrian overpass that spans Dundee Road between 

Field Elementary School and London Middle School will be 
repaired after all. 

The Wheeling Village Board voted to repair the overpass 
after looking at suggestions and estimates from Baxter & 
Woodman Consulting Engineers at its March 17 meeting. The 
plan is to repair the stairs and railings, improve the abut-
ments and replace the walkway and fence. The project is ex-
pected to cost about $270,000: The village has $280,000 budg-
eted for the repairs. 

Trustees considered demolishing the bridge and replacing 
it with a street light at the London entrance and Cedar Run 

trustees opted for the repairs after the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation informed them that they 
could pursue the work without having to install ramps to ad-
here to Americans with Disabilities Act guidelines. 

Repairs could bei in this summer. 
London Middle school Principal Jim Parker said students 

use the bridge every day to get to and from school. He was 
pleased to hear the bridge will be repaired. 

"Using the overhead walk is a lot safer," he said. "Even if 
there was a light, the kids could run out. Some cars go 30 
(mph) and some, go 55, and the kids can have a hard time 
judging how fast a car is going." 
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Candidate Matt Murphy, 33, of F 

ste( com"The faculty is highly educated. 
communication is affected by lead( 

me you would wan 
on how to run the 

village' said. "The face 
(Harper Preside 
Breuder) is not ii 
their opinions." 

Candidate Mich 
56, of Inverness, s 
would have to t 
gather input fi The candidates seeking z 

ing Village Board agree the 
could use some relief from groups. 
ters, but they have differit "There needs to be open lines c 
gency and methods to alley] cation between the students, facu 

The Public Works Depal administration in things such as 
every inch of available spa(line-item budgets," Minton said. 

and its hea Incumbent Trustee Leon Shure. 
created Incfalo Grove, said there has been no 

building building. A "Perhaps partly because the boi• 
facility is ithey lost the taste for debate," Shur 
)age's five Candidate William Kelley, 48, 

burg, said he would encourage me provement: meetins between struction, 
faculty,

g 
 staff and st million, is "I would like to 

a climate of health3 
ideas and a willing 
ten, common court 
said. "That all pern 
from the board." 

Candidate Ryan 
31, of Palatine, said 

2007. 
Other departments also 

candidates say it would in 
ness if the Community D 
merit could move back ont 
from its rented space behin 
ture building just east of V 
dee Road. :ommunication led to the faculty sti 

Trustee Judy Abruscato. "The biggest issue is not financi, 
fifth term on the board, 
building a new public work 
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STAFF WRITE 
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BY JAMES FULLER 
Daily Herald Stag  Writer 4.)D 03 

A proposal to eliminate 
summer school for one year in 
Wheeling Township Elementary 
District 21 may have received a 
warmer reception if Alice 
Cooper sat on the school board. 

The rock star's "School's Out" 
song almost became reality in 
an administrative bid to save 
money and headaches Thursday 
night. 

As it is, school board members 
said they wanted more informa-
tion before they could support 
canceling summer school this 
year. 

The proposal is the brainchild 
of Superintendent Gary Mical. 
Mical, after consulting with 
principals, decided eliminating 
the program this year would 
solve several logistical problems. 

With school construction pro-
jects at eight of the district's 12 
schools, summer classes would 
be consolidated into one build-
ing. The costs of transporting 
students from all over the dis-
trict to one building factored 
into Mical's proposal. 

Also, the district will not offer 
summer school fee waivers this 
year, potentially making it cost 
prohibitive for some families 
and further decreasing partici-
pation. Mical projected about 
100 elementary students would 
likely participate in the non-
mandated program. 

The remedial Summer Bridges 
and English as a Second Lan-
guage summer programs would 
continue as normal under 
Mical's proposal. 

Summer school would return 
next summer. 

School board members, indi- 
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cating a strong desire to keep all 
summer school programs, said 
they want more information on 
costs and student impact before 
agreeing to cut it. 

Meanwhile, district principals 
had already let word out to some 
parents that summer school was 
canceled. 

Parent Randi Asquini lam-
basted Mical in public comment 
for his proposal, saying she was 
"appalled" and couldn't believe 
the proposal was even under 
consideration. 

The school board will revisit 
the issue at a future school 
board meeting. Mical will pre-
sent more information at that 
time, most likely in May. 

Mical expressed a willingness 
to keep the summer program if 
the board saw fit. 

"If you desire to continue with 
it, so be it," Mical said. 
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Trustee hopefuls assess nmer school 
village's space needs 

By CASEY MOFFITT
owned land on Hintz Road, which would free 

2 - .0--.0 - e> 3
"Village Hall is right where it belongs," she -A_, 

The candidates seeking a seat on the Wheel- said. "Move public works (to Hintz Road) and
With school construction pro- 

The  Village Board agree that village employees retrofit the current building. Let's get commu- jects at eight of the district's 12 

could use some relief from their cramped quar- nity development out of Wickes and closer 
to  schools, summer classes would 

ters, but they have differing views on the ur- Village Hall."
be consolidated into one build- 

ency and methods to alleviate the problem. 
'

Trustee Robert Heer, who is seeking a third ing. The costs of transporting 
term, said ownership of the property at Hintz students from all over the dis- 

• "card n lay trict to one building factored 

STAFF WRITER

space at Village Hall for other departments. 

g The Public Works Department, looking o 
every inch of available space for its employees 

and its heavy equipment, has 
created more office space by 
building new cubicles in its 
building. A new public works 
facility is included in the vil-
lage's five-year capital im-
provements program, but con-
struction, estimated at $13.5 
million, is not scheduled until 

Road provides the village a 
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ct will not offer 
into Mical's proposal. 

at any time" to relocate public works. But Heer 
also wants to wait for the results of a study that 
will determine if Village Hall property can be 
removed from the flood plain, which could prohibitive for some families 

summer school fee waivers this 
it

a b

c

o

o

u

s 

t

t 

pation. Mical projectedmaki

making 

allow for more space to be added on the exist- 
ing building.

and further decreasing partici- 

100 elementary students would "We want professional service, but it has to 
he said. "If we don't likely participate in the non- start at (Village Hall)," 

give staff the room it needs to do it's job, the mandated program. 

2007.

community suffers. I'm waiting to see if Vil- The remedial Summer Bridges 

;uage summer programs would Other departments also are crowded, and lage Hall can get out of the flood plain."
ind English as a Second Lan- 

:ontinue as normal under 
candidates say it would improve village busi-

Trustee Patrick Horcher, who is also run 

if the Community Development Depart- fling for a third term, said village officials 
merit could move back onto the village campus should first focus on improving its sidewalks, Viical's proposal. Summer school would return 
from its rented space behind the Wickes Furni- streets and other infrastructure before invest- iext summer. 

ture building just east of Village Hall on Dun- ing in more space for village departments. School board members, indi- 

dee Road.
"Public works got some more office space, 

Trustee Judy Abruscato, who is seeking a and it got more salt storage (this past year)," 
fifth term on the board, said she supports Horcher said. "Right now, we're doing Band- 

building a new public works facility on village-
(Continued on page 14) 

in Dist. 21 
eating a strong desire to keep all 
summer school programs, said 
they want more information on 
costs and student impact before 
agreeing to cut it. 

Meanwhile, district principals 
had already let word out to some 
parents that summer school was 
canceled. 

Parent Randi Asquini lam-
basted Mical in public comment 
for his proposal, saying she was 
"appalled" and couldn't believe 
the proposal was even under 
consideration. 

The school board will revisit 
the issue at a future school 
board meeting. Mical will pre-
sent more information at that 
time, most likely in May. 

Mical expressed a willingness 
to keep the summer program if 
the board saw fit. 

"If you desire to continue with 
it, so be it," Mical said. 
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Richard Belielieh/Pioneer Press 

Wheeling officials refuse to grant an occupancy permit for this structure built on the Horcher farm because it lacks a fire sprinkler system required by village or-
dinance. 

Village, Horchers at odds over shed 
By CASEY MOFFITT power." the violation and what is being done to correct it. 

STAFF WRITER Patrick Horcher voted against the ordinance when They did say, however, that they have been aware of 
3 -ot p - e;.3 c the Village Board approved it by a vote of 4-2 in the problem for eight months and that they continue 

The village of Wheeling is refusing to issue an oc- 2000. He said those who knew of the shed's construe- to meet with Patrick and Michael Horcher to rectify 
cupancy permit for a structure on the Horcher fam- tion "got caught doing a rehab." He said he could the situation. The Horchers said they most likely 
ily farm because the building violates an ordinance not force his brother to install the sprinkler because will have to install a sprinkler system. 
requiring the installation of a fire sprinkler system. of his opposition to the ordinance. Patrick Horcher said MacIsaac visited the farm 

Village officials said no permit can be issued until "It would be hypocritical of me to go along with Monday. And Community Development Director 
a sprinkler system is installed. Fire Chief Keith Ma- things if I don't believe in them. ... That's not me. Dan Ozanich said he was to have a meeting with a 
clsaac said his department inspected the building I'm not going to do something that isn't right or nec- Horcher family member Wednesday. (The meeting 
and found that it did not comply with the ordinance. essary," Patrick Horcher said. was scheduled after the Countryside's deadline.) eP

sai
all

ci 
 

Patrick Horcher, a Wheeling village trustee seek- He also said he didn't think it was his responsibly Ozanich said the Horchers were not required to 3'n on  
ing re-election April 1, said Monday that he knew his to get involved in the building of the shed because apply for a village building permit because the )efnre  
brother was building what the family calls a shed. he isn't going to use it or benefit from it. building code does not cover construction for agri- 
He also said he knew the shed would require a sprin- "I couldn't have stopped it. ... I probably wouldn't cultural uses. cipals 
kler system. He said he neither told his brother to have tried to stop it even if I could," he said. The Village Board is investigating ways to alter some 
install the sprinkler nor reported the apparent viola- Michael Horcher, Patrick's father and a Wheeling the sprinkler ordinance after Patrick Horcher rec- )1  was 
tion to the village because he doesn't support the or- trustee since 2001, said he did not think it was nec- ommended that it be reviewed in February. He be-
dinance. 

 
essary to install a sprinkler because the project was lieves the ordinance in its current form is a burden lam-
a renovation of what the family called a "summer to property owners and takes away personal liber- Ten t 
kitchen" that was old and falling down. ties. Aieve 

"I thought since it was a pre-existing building, it "I'm not against sprinklers. What I am against is nder 
didn't need one," Michael Horcher said. "I had no municipalities' or any government's growing intru- 
idea we would need to sprinkle it." sion into people's rights to make choices," Patrick nrisit 

Village officials were reluctant to talk about the Horcher said. "I'm not saying, 'Don't put them in.' ho ol 
sprinkler controversy and offered few details about But they shouldn't be mandated." pre- 

a climate of health3 1 ne proposal is the brainchild guage summer programs would time, most likely in May. --- that  Other departments also ideas and a willing of Superintendent Gary Mical. continue as normal under Mical expressed a willingness candidates say it would ten, common court Mical, after consulting with Micas proposal. to keep the summer program if ness if the Community D said. "That all pem  principals, decided eliminating Summer school would return the board saw fit. ment could move back on.  from the board." the program this year would next summer. "If you desire to continue with from its rented space behin 
Kelley Candidate Ryan solve several logistical problems. School board members, inch- it, so be it," Mical said. tore building just east of V 

dee Road.
31, of Palatine, said 

Trustee Judy Abruscat&ommunication led to the faculty sti 
fifth term on the board, "The biggest issue is not financi. 

building a new public work 
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The ordinance requiring the installation of sprin-
kler systems states that "an approved automatic fire 
sprinkler system shall be installed in all new build-
ings and structures regardless of the materials used 
in construction and/or use group classification." The 
only buildings exempt are those "used exclusively 
for the transmission and/or distribution of electrical 

C
on

ti
n
u
e
d
 fro

m
  p

a
ge

  7
  



You've always had your own styl 
special! You truly are a beautiful 
like crazy! 

DAILY ID 

Wh( 
BY JAMES Fl 
Daily Herald Staff' 

With a subs 
tage, the croon 
the school bo; 
a first-round T 

Cook County has probably reassessment every three 
noticed a discrepancy between Stephan said. But Cook ( 
the property value figure on stays away from adjusting 
their tax bills and what the costs too much, she addec 
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e res o was con- 

During Wednesday night's frontation-free. Krulewich and 
opening statements, Wheeling newcomer Stacey Horcher board can- 
village board candidate Steven the only two school 
"The Owl" Telow railed against didates to show out of a field of 
Wheeling Township Elementary five. The two tackled audience 
District 21's pending tax questions about lopsided acad- 

increase request.
emic achievement between the 

Repeatedly referring to the east and west side of the school 
three incumbent school board district. 
candidates as "wimps" Telow

Krulewich said the district 

said the school district wastes must make teachers and 

mone
istrators accountable for 
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admin  

Incumbent school board can- the disparity. He said language 
didate Larry Krulewich pounced differences can no longer take 
on the "wimp" accusation the blame and the district's 
during his time, leaving the bilingual programs must do a 
podium to get in Telow's face. better job. 
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Horcher said test scores will 
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Judy Abruscato for another term 
offer my recommendation of 

To the editor: I am pleased to 
Neighbor Fencer 

as trustee. I had the opportunity 
to serve with Judy for eight years 
on the village board. She always 
did her homework on the issues 
at hand. 

Judy has been very active in 
the village of Wheeling for many 
years and chairs the Special 
Events Committee, which pre-
sents the Fourth of July activities 
and the Festival of Lights. 

Judy's No. 1 priority is, and 
has always been, driven by what 
is most important for the citi-
zens of Wheeling. She is an 
honest, hard-working, consci-
entious elected official who is 
deserving of another term in 
office to continue her work 

Tax: Candidates debate merits of fees 

Patrick Pamela Judy Robert Kenneth 
Horcher Dorband Abruscato Heer Brady 

Continued fiurrt Rige 1 

space these out" 
Abruscato opposed the ambu-

lance fees and an earlier proposal 
for real estate transfer fees 
bemuse she thinks they translate 
into higher insurance premiums, 
she said. 

Abruscato would support 
adding some taxes to the prop-
err 1 tax bill, allowing residents to 
be refit from tax write-offs. 

' The utility tax, etc. ... yes, it 
m; .v not be that hard on the 
dc lar amount — it might be just 
a dollar or so — but when you 
talk about all the taxes, it's $6 or 

$7 and it just goes on and on," said. "This ambulance fee both- 
Abruscato said. 

Candidate Kenneth Brady, 
Wheeling's plan commissic o 
chairman, agreed that property...-. 
taxes would be a better way :o ! 
collect money. He criticized the. 
village's former vehicle stick m.  
program, saying Wheeling spe it 
more administering the fees th n 
was collected until the emir 11 
did away with it in the 1990s. 

"If we need the money, let's „ix 
for it and let's not go through all 
the gyrations of getting it from 
the people other ways," Brady 
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or e-mail the Daily Herald 

neighborlet@dailyherald.c, 

caring for the residents c 
village. 

Wayne J. Wi,
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Voters can fix what 
tax cap has wrecker 

To the editor: Why CE 

school district make do 
what it has already? In P 
was serving on the Distri 
board when the voters g,  

Steven 
Telow 
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Daily Herald Staff Writer 

There's no question that all of 
Wheeling's beautification efforts 
have a price tag, but would-be 
village trustees differ on how 
residents should bear the cost. 

Some of the six candidates 
seeking election next Tuesday 
oppose the new taxes and fees 
Wheeling approved last year, 
while others say the village must 
rely on those types of measures 
to support an aggressive pace of 
improvements to upgrade 
Wheeling's image. 

"I'm in favor of looking before 
we create another tax, 'Do we 
need it?' " said incumbent 
Trustee Patrick Horcher. "And 
let's look at if the benefit out-
weighs the negatives." 

Horcher voted in favor of new 
ambulance fees and use taxes 
for gas and electricity the board 
approved in 4-2 votes last 
summer. 

"You have to look at if it's a 
way of generating capital, and if 
it's money the village can use 
and the village needs," Horcher 
said of the fee and tax increases 
expected to generate more than 
$800,000 a year. "We have to pay 
for the new sewer lines, the road 
improvements ... with every-
thing, the bill comes due." 

Plan Commissioner Pamela 
Dorband said the fees were a 
less painful way of getting 
money from residents "that 
helped a lot." 

"Like the ambulance fees, 
that's supposed to be picked up 
by insurance, so it will help 
defray costs," Dorband said. 

"One of the fees was the util-
ity tax and it really had a 
minimal affect on the resi-
dents," she added. "So there are 
creative ways to do finance, and 
I think we need to encourage 
doing more things like that." 

Incumbent trustees Judy Abr-
uscato and Robert Heer voted 
against Wheeling's new fees. 
Both said they would continue 
to eye new taxes warily. 

"I'm not against increases in 
taxes because I know you have 
to pay for services," Heer said. "I 
have problems with taxing all at 
once. I believe you have to 

living with surpluses," Mical 
said. 

Projections show a success-
ful referendum vote April 1 
will give the district "healthy" 
education fund balances for 
the next 10 years, Mical said. 

"We will be in really good 
shape in five years, and pro-
jections look good for the next 
10," he said. 

The district is planning to 
phase in the tax rate increase 
over three years if the referen-
dum is successful. The district 
will add 35 cents the first year, 
nothing the second year, and 
the final 15 cents in the third 
year. Depending on Cook 
County assessments, tax bills 
payable to District 21 should 
increase between $208.48 and 
$347.07 over the three years 
for a person owning a home 
with a $200,000 fair market 
value. 

Pritzker said the board will 
continue its budget reviews 
even if the referendum 
passes. 

"We will begin a review of 
all programs," he said. "Pro-
grams that are not working 
will change. We want to main-
tain programs, but there is a 
recognition there is needed 
improvement." 

No organized referendum 
opposition has surfaced. Dis- 

ers me because it's charging 
peoPle at the wrong time in their 
life, when they're having a cata-
strophe." 

Steven "The Owl" Telow said 
his stance on taxes is simple: He 
wouldn't support increases in 
any form. 

"If I were on the village board, 
there is no way I would allow any 
increase in escalating fees," he 
said. 

School 
explair 
for buc 

By CASEY MOFFI7T 
STAFF WRITER 

3 
It's been a long ro 

budgetary red for Wh 
Elementary School Distr 

District officials are 1-
voters will help alter tl: 
trict's financial course 1 
proving a 50-cent tax-re 
crease April 1. The ino 
will go to the district's ( 
tion fund, which pays fl 
daily operations of the 
district. If the vote fail: 
trict officials warn thei 
have to cut $9 million in 
spending over the next two 
school years. 

The District 21 Board has 
already agreed on a plan to 
cut $4.5 million and 50 teach-
ing positions from the budget 
next year if the referendum 
fails. Board members say they 
have no choice but to make 
the cuts, because the district's 
education fund is expected to 
run a $4.6 million deficit by 
the end of the school year. 

School officials say there 
are a number of factors that 
led the district toward its cur-
rent deficit. Enrollment has 
jumped to 7,200 students from 
5,500 in 1993. Benefits for 
teachers have increased 120 
percent over the last five 
years, they said. And the 
property tax cap is restricting 
revenue growth. 

Superintendent Gary Mical 
said the upcoming referen-
dum would not be necessary 
if the district was allowed to 
collect taxes voters approved 
in 1989. Voters approved a 
70-cent tax-rate increase that 
year, but the district never 
collected the full amount. 

School Board President Phil 
Pritzker said the district's 
plan in 1989 was to collect 
what it needed. By 1993, when 
the tax cap took effect, the dis- 
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To the editor: I am pleased to 

offer my recommendation of 
Judy Abruscato for another term 
as trustee. I had the opportunity 
to serve with Judy for eight years 
on the village board.,She always 
did her homework on the issues 
at hand. 

Judy has been very active in 
the village of Wheeling for many 
years and chairs the Special 
Events Committee, which pre-
sents the Fourth of July activities 
and the Festival of Lights. 

Judy's No. 1 priority is, and 
has always been, driven by what 
is most important for the citi-
zens of Wheeling. She is an 
honest, hard-working, consci-
entious elected official who is 
deserving of another term in 
office to continue her work 

Neighbor Fencepost 
Contact us at (847) 427-4580 
or e-mail the Daily Herald at 
neighborlet@clailyherald.com  

caring for the residents of our 
village. 

Wayne J. Wisinski 
Wheeling 

Voters can fix what 
tax cap has wrecked 

To the editor: Why can't a 
school district make do with 
what it has already? In 1988, I 
was serving on the District 21 
board when the voters gener- 

ously passed a referendum to 
increase the taxes for the edu-
cation fund. 

Before the referendum, the 
board promised not to levy the 
entire tax authorized by refer-
endum until existing revenue 
bonds were paid off. We, and 
the community, understood 
that the full amount would be 
needed eventually as enroll-
ment increased. 

When the referendum 
passed, the District 21 board 
kept the promise and did not 
levy an amount equal to the 
bond payoff. When the bonds 
were paid off the next year, we 
planned to increase the educa-
tion fund levy as allowed by the 
referendum. 

Unfortunately, tax caps 

intervened and District 21 lost 
the levying power that the . 
community understood itrustees eye 
would need. The result has 
been desperate. 

My husband and I no longer 
have children in school. We 
understand the need to provide 
today's children with the fine 
education that our son got. 

We are also concerned about ee l
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The value of our house 
depends on the quality of edu- 
cation provided by our local 1114JOAIJOUI ams ..sa•ow ysay 
schools. 

We are voting in favor of the 
District 21 referendum. 

Joy Fisher 
Buffalo Grove 
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Tax: Candidates debate merits of fees  
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$7 and it just goes on and on," said. "This ambulance fee both- 
Abruscato said. 

Candidate Kenneth Brady, 
Wheeling's plan commissic 
chairman, agreed that property_ 
taxes would be abetter.way :o 
collect money. He criticized the. 
village's former vehicle stick•?s 
program, saying Wheeling spe it 
mote administering the fees :di n 
was collected until the coon 
did away with it in the 1990s. 

"ff we need the money, let's lax 
for it and let's not go through all 
the gyrations of getting it from 
the people other ways," Brady 
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opening statements, Wheeling newcomer Stacey Horcher were 
village board candidate Steven the only two school board can-
"The Owl" Telow railed against didates to show out of a field of 
Wheeling Township Elementary five. The two tackled audience 
District 21's pending tax questions about lopsided acad- 

increase request.
emic achievement between the 

Repeatedly referring to the east and west side of the school 
three incumbent school board district. 
candidates as "wimps" Telow

Krulewich said the district 
said the school district wastes must make teachers and 
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Incumbent school board can- the disparity. He said language 
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School officials 
explain reasons 
for budget deficit 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

ers me because it's charging 
people at the wrong time in their 
life, when they're having a cata-
strophe." 

Steven "The Owl" Telow said 
his stance on taxes is simple: He 
wouldn't support increases in 
any form. 

"If I were on the village board, 
there is no way I would allow any 
increase in escalating fees," he 
said. 

3-i-e7 -o3 • 
It's been a long road to 

budgetary red for Wheeling 
Elementary School District 21. 

District officials are hoping 
voters will help alter the dis-
trict's financial course by ap-
proving a 50-cent tax-rate in-
crease April 1. The increase 
will go to the district's educa-
tion fund, which pays for the 
daily operations of the school 
district. If the vote fails, dis-
trict officials warn they will 
have to cut $9 million in 
spending over the next two living 
school years. said. 

The District 21 Board has Projections show a success- 
already f  agreed on a plan to ul referendum vote April 1  
cut $4.5 million and 50 teach- will give the district "healthy" 

education fund balances for ing positions from the budget  
next year if the referendum the next 10 years, Mical said. 
fails. Board members say they "We will be in really good 
have no choice but to make shape in five years, and pro-
the cuts, because the district's ject,ions look good for the next 
education fund is expected to 10,,  he said. 
run a $4.6 million deficit by The district is planning to 
the end of the school year. phase in the tax rate increase 

over three years if the referen- 
School officials say there dum is successful. The district 

are a number of factors that will add 35 cents the first year, 
led the district toward its cur- nothing the second year, and rent deficit. Enrollment has 
jumped to 7,200 students from the final 15 cents in the third 

year. Depending on Cook 
5,500 in 1993. Benefits for County assessments, tax bills 
teachers have increased 120 payable to District 21 should 
percent over the last five increase between $208.48 and 
years, they said. And the $347.07 over the three years 
property tax cap is restricting for a person owning a home 
revenue growth.

with a $200,000 fair market 
Superintendent Gary Mical value. 

said the upcoming referen- Pritzker said the board will 
dum would not be necessary continue its budget reviews 
if the district was allowed to even if the referendum 
collect taxes voters approved passes. 
in 1989. Voters approved a "We will begin a review of 
70-cent tax-rate increase that all programs," he said. "Pro-
year, but the district never grams that are not working 
collected the full amount. will change. We want to main- 

School Board President Phil tarn programs, but there is a 
Pritzker said the district's recognition thereis needed 
plan in 1989 was to collect improvement.,,  
what it needed. By 1993, when No organized referendum 
the tax cap took effect. the dis- opposition has surfaced. Dis- 

with surpluses," Mical 



Wheeling candidate challenged to duel 
BY JAMES FULLER

Krulewich asked while accusing 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 3 — 1 7 _ c  , 2, Telow of being "anti-kid" and 
- against all taxes. 

With a substantial age advan-
The 80-year-old Telow 

tage, the crowd was betting on responded by telling Krulewich, 
the school board incumbent by 49, to go back to the podium, 

a first-round'TKO.
but not without issuing a chal- 

A forum for Wheeling area lenge. "Do want to have a duel 
candidates to voice their opin- with me?" He asked. "I'll take 
ions broke into a testosterone you on." 
display when two of them left

"We'll do what we need to 

the podium and broke into a do," Krulewich responded. 

• 

The rest of the night was con- . 

• 

fails because class sizes will 
increase as teachers are fired. 
She said she'd like to bring 
senior citizen volunteers into 
the mix to tutor needy students. 
She also wants to research other 
school districts with substantial 
bilingual needs to see what 
works for them. 

Both Horcher and Krulewich 
said communication with dis- 

trict residents was important 
and must improve. 

Telow continued to lambaste 
the district's spending practices 
with every speaking opportu-
nity, substituting "that name he 
didn't like" for "wimps." No fur-
ther arguments erupted. 

Krulewich and Telow did not 
address each other as they left 
theWheeling High School stage. 

frontation-free. Krulewich an 
newcomer Stacey Horcher were 
the only two school board can-
didates to show out of a field of 
five. The two tackled audience 
questions about lopsided acad-
emic achievement between the 
east and west side of the school 
district. 

Krulewich said the district 
must make teachers and 

money.
administrators accountable for 

Incumbent school board can- the disparity. He said language 
didate Larry Krulewich pounced differences can no longer take 
on the "wimp" accusation the blame and the district's 
during his time, leaving the bilingual programs must do a 
podium to get in Telow's face. better j

er said test scores will 
ob. 

"Did you call me and my Horch  rove if, the tax increase 
fellow board members wimpsr not imp  

shouting match. 
During Wednesday night's 

opening statements, Wheeling 
village board candidate Steven 
"The Owl" Telow rail 

E
ed again

ry  
st 

Wheeling Township lementa 
District 21's pending tax 
increase request. 

Repeatedly referring to the 
three incumbent school board 
candidates as "wimps" Telow 
said the school district wastes 

e District 21 Board has 
already agreed on a plan to 
cut $4.5 million and 50 teach-
ing positions from the budget 
next year if the referendum 
fails. Board members say they 
have no choice but to make 
the cuts, because the district's 
education fund is expected to 
run a $4.6 million deficit by 
the end of the school year. 

School officials say there 
are a number of factors that 
led the district toward its cur-
rent deficit. Enrollment has 
jumped to 7,200 students from 
5,500 in 1993. Benefits for 
teachers have increased 120 
percent over the last five 
years, they said. And the 
property tax cap is restricting 
revenue growth. 

Superintendent Gary Mical 
said the upcoming referen-
dum would not be necessary 
if the district was allowed to 
collect taxes voters approved 
in 1989. Voters approved a 
70-cent tax-rate increase that 
year, but the district never 
collected the full amount. 

School Board President Phil 
Pritzker said the district's 
plan in 1989 was to collect 
what it needed. By 1993, when 
the tax cap took effect, the dis-
trict had only added 40 cents 
to the tax rate out of the 
70-cent increase voters ap-
proved. 

"We operated conserva-
tively," Pritzker said. "The 
cap gave us no leeway to con-
tinue to access the money ap- 
proved by the voters." 

Mical said the district would 
have an additional $13 million 
in the education fund if the 
district had opted to collect all 
of the 70-cent increase at one 
time. 

"If we had levied the full 
amount (in 1989), we would be  

ing with surpluses," Mical 

Projections show a success-
ful referendum vote April 1 
will give the district "healthy" 
education fund balances for 
the next 10 years, Mical said. 

"We will be in really good 
shape in five years, and pro-
jections look good for the next 
10," he said. 

The district is planning to 
phase in the tax rate increase 
over three years if the referen-
dum is successful. The district 
will add 35 cents the first year, 
nothing the second year, and 
the final 15 cents in the third 
year. Depending on Cook 
County assessments, tax bills 
payable to District 21 should 
increase between $208.48 and 
$347.07 over the three years 
for a person owning a home 
with a $200,000 fair market 
value. 

Pritzker said the board will 
continue its budget reviews 
even if the referendum 
passes. 

"We will begin a review of 
all programs," he said. "Pro-
grams that are not working 
will change. We want to main-
tain programs, but there is a 
recognition there is needed 
improvement." 

No organized referendum 
opposition has surfaced. Dis-
trict PTOs have been out edu-
cating voters about the refer-
endum and the consequences 
if it fails. PTO presidents say 
they have heard "isolated" op-
position to the referendum, 
mainly from people who do 
not have children in District 
21 schools. PTO presidents 
said those opposing voices are 
concerned about paying more 
in taxes. Some even say they 
believe the board's deficit-re-
duction plan is a bluff. 

Pritzker, however, said offi-
cials are not bluffing. 

"The plan will go into effect 
if we fail." he said 
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School officials 
explain reasons 
for budget deficit 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

3--go-o3 
It's been a long road to 

budgetary red for Wheeling 
Elementary School District 21. 

District officials are hoping 
voters will help alter the dis-
trict's financial course by ap-
proving a 50-cent tax-rate in-
crease April 1. The increase 
will go to the district's educa-
tion fund, which pays for the 
daily operations of the school 
district. If the vote fails, dis-
trict officials warn they will 
have to cut $9 million in 
spending over the next two 
school years. 

The District 21 Board has 
already agreed on a plan to 
cut $4.5 million and 50 teach-
ing positions from the budget 
next year if the referendum 
fails. Board members say they 
have no choice but to make 
the cuts, because the district's 
education fund is expected to 
run a $4.6 million deficit by 
the end of the school year. 

School officials say there 
are a number of factors that 
led the district toward its cur-
rent deficit. Enrollment has 
jumped to 7,200 students from 
5,500 in 1993. Benefits for 
teachers have increased 120 
percent over the last five 
years, they said. And the 
property tax cap is restricting 
revenue growth. 

Superintendent Gary Mical 
said the upcoming referen-
dum would not be necessary 
if the district was allowed to 
collect taxes voters approved 
in 1989. Voters approved a 
70-cent tax-rate increase that 
year, but the district never 
collected the full amount. 

School Board President Phil 
Pritzker said the district's 
plan in 1989 was to collect 
what it needed. By 1993, when 
the tax cap took effect, the dis-
trict had only added 40 cents 
to the tax rate out of the 
70-cent increase voters ap-
proved. 

"We operated conserva-
tively," Pritzker said. "The 
cap gave us no leeway to con-
tinue to access the money ap-
proved by the voters." 

Mical said the district would 
have an additional $13 million 
in the education fund if the 
district had opted to collect all 
of the 70-cent increase at one 
time. 

"If we had levied the full 
amount (in 1989), we would be 

living with surpluses," Mical 
said. 

Projections show a success-
ful referendum vote April 1 
will give the district "healthy" 
education fund balances for 
the next 10 years, Mical said. 

"We will be in really good 
shape in five years, and pro-
jections look good for the next 
10," he said. 

The district is planning to 
phase in the tax rate increase 
over three years if the referen-
dum is successful. The district 
will add 35 cents the first year, 
nothing the second year, and 
the final 15 cents in the third 
year. Depending on Cook 
County assessments, tax bills 
payable to District 21 should 
increase between $208.48 and 
$347.07 over the three years 
for a person owning a home 
with a $200,000 fair market 
value. 

Pritzker said the board will 
continue its budget reviews 
even if the referendum 
passes. 

"We will begin a review of 
all programs," he said. "Pro-
grams that are not working 
will change. We want to main-
tain programs, but there is a 
recognition there is needed 
improvement." 

No organized referendum 
opposition has surfaced. Dis-
trict PTOs have been out edu-
cating voters about the refer-
endum and the consequences 
if it fails. PTO presidents say 
they have heard "isolated" op-
position to the referendum, 
mainly from people who do 
not have children in District 
21 schools. PTO presidents 
said those opposing voices are 
concerned about paying more 
in taxes. Some even say they 
believe the board's deficit-re-
duction plan is a bluff. 

Pritzker, however, said offi-
cials are not bluffing. 

"The plan will go into effect 
if we fail," he said. 
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Newcomer joining0Dist.  21 
BY JAMES FULLER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Voters on Tuesday added a 
not-so-new face to the Wheel-
ing Township Elementary 
District 21 school board and 
re-elected two incumbents. 

Kathy Edmonds will take the 
seat of the defeated Larry 
Krulewich. According to unof-
ficial results, Edmonds will 
join incumbents Ellen Clark, 
the top vote-getter, and 
Pamela Becker Dean in victory. 

Edmonds is well-known for 
her involvement in the Walt 
Whitman Elementary PTO and 
several district committees. 
She edged Stacey Horcher by 
less than a percentage point, 
or 166 votes. 

Unofficial totals showed 
only 5 percentage points sepa-
rated Clark at the top and 
Krulewich at the bottom. Clark 
received 23 percent of the vote 
with 4,087 ballots cast. 

Becker Dean received 3,938  

Pamela Ellen 
Becker Dean Clark 

votes, or 22 percent; Edmonds 
was next with 3,518 votes, or 
20 percent; Horcher received 
3,352 votes, or nearly 19 per-
cent; and Krulewich received 
3,126 votes, or 17 percent. 

Krulewich said he was 
happy voters approved the dis-
trict's tax increase request and 
said he was baffled by his 
defeat. 

He said health problems 
limited his door-to-door cam-
paigning. A heated argument 
with 80-year-old Wheeling vil-
lage board candidate Steven 
"The Owl" Telow at a recent 
forum might  have damaged  

voters' percep- 
tion of 
Krulewich. 

Becker Dean 
will serve her 
first full term 
after being 
appointed last 
year. 

In a race in 
which candi-

dates spent more time 
campaigning for the tax 
increase than themselves, she 
said it will be nice to really 
settle in. 

"Nobody likes voting to cut 
50 teachers," Becker Dean said 
of that possibility if the refer-
endum had been voted down. 
"I've had my learning curve 
and'now I can get to work on 
other issues." 

Clark said school crowding 
issues will be her main focus. 

"This referendum showed us 
that we need to be real sure 
that every dollar is spent 
wisely," Clark said. 

Katherine 
Edmonds 

School candidates know 
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By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 
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Wheeling Elementary 

School District 21's director of 
operations says school mainte-
nance crews are keeping their 
eyes peeled for anything sus-
picious in light of the elevated 
terrorist threat in the country. 

Gheorghe Trifon said his 
crews have been instructed to 
pay more attention to who is 
in and around the school 
buildings and to make sure 
school buildings are kept 
locked tight from the outside. 

"They are scanning the area 
and seeing who is around," 
Trifon said. "We tell them if 
they see anything suspicious 
to call the police." 

District 21 school buildings 
are already equipped with se-
curity systems and cameras 
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don't have as much as we do," 
he said. "Many are just install-
ing security systems now." 

Security systems and coor-
dination aren't always 
enough, however, and Trifon 
said that is why the crews 
have been asked to stay sharp. 

"The best protection is 
keeping your eyes open and to 
call "the police," he said. 
"We're only as safe as people 
are alert. We can't stay pas-
sive. We have to keep vig-
ilant." 

District ' Superintendent 
Gary Mical said school em-
ployees are rocusing on mak-
ing sure students feel safe. 

"We are aware of the situa-
tion, but we want the kids to 
feel like they are not in an im-
mediate threat, and that's be-
cause they aren't in any im-
mediate threat," he said. 

Schools locked up tight 
that send visual images of 
people outside to the school 
office. Visitors cannot enter 
without being let in by office 
staff, Trifon said. 

Trifon also keeps in close 
contact with the fire and po-
lice departments serving dis-
trict schools. Every school 
door that leads outside is 
numbered so police and res-
cue crews know exactly where 
they need to respond. 

"It makes it easier to coordi-
nate, and we get a more effi-
cient response," Trifon said. 
"We hope nothing happens, 
but you never, never know." 

Trifon said the security sys-
tem and the coordination with 
police and fire departments 
puts District 21 ahead of many 
other school districts. 

"I've spoken with my peers, 
and most (other districts) 

-o • so 
o o o 
CD CD -oc 

1-,  < 
co o 

.-4Z.n Fbt 
0210 co) 

'10 CD Co) c6•• .-1 " M 7.- ,-. 0 < :" 
fv
oo 

c,,p) Ci g e: g  
~mow  :, c)," .! U' CD 

CD 0 •"' O3 1 " ChM CD 0 01.1.-hi4 0 10 ,--i0.-IM-.- .0  

O gi, 0.. r:t, ra, 0 , 6 tzl  o C1  O 0  ...... cb rD q  ;,) 
,s1) 
 a , (.; CD •--1 cl,, 0• 0 

o .-.• CD - o; ..-' 0, 0.1 CD CCD 0  
.-t " 0L ecl... 51P 0 0 W a E.  0" cn 1-'• (11 co '0 o 1-0 CD Po cn 0 "0 < 0 -10 o CD 
ta.
0 g 

,.,,,
0 E

D cD
0 

zi
co .1::$0 ; o- g, 

,iz j
0 

co, ,-t cr ca. O-"z) .- fl)f cmco "0 
CD ......-- e-I.  

Co • 0 ( 1  : ' $15 •—: C.)  ,- 1.-'  a).  
e) '" ° • rc- g 5 o CD ....• .-t. _ ....) rD ..-+ ;-.•170 • CD ...o. 0 cc) co ‘1•1 
g 0 

,zs
o) '9' ' P 0- 

o '0  cc) .-. `•< 0 .11).• cP-r u,12,  ci9..,z'6t1  2 CD cirt,  •-•-• CD 1-1 
,•0  C) Cr " CD '" ..." ,23 0" 0 .D..• •-• A) g _ ra  1-, co , 0 ,..,- o 0 „,„ _,co :t,oa  < 

.o CD . C.. CD ,-.. a. CD - ":. CD I 

11' 
rig CD gc co cco  c'D ci" 

r,8 „icri 
O o o  r. 

E " 
g m

eD 0  crsi s 

P F-. EE'-' ,-, (7)5 0 0  0 CD co) cc' CD  0 fa. 

0- 
CEO CD  
D 

( 

• o o- ,o, o.. o zto ,-o o a. o to < 
t-1 0 co v  co 'Fa' 9-, , a. CD ra, ro 0 CM .•-• Cr rn 0 o 'ZS ci) 4.• rn ,-% ci) 0 tj CO "-+ 0 'Pi  ,0 0 r) to  CD ,-r. CD - 
(7 0°  77.  2 g 0; (-) c. 0 '-,,,1 CD  g 94  0 , „,„c,..0.CD ga. 0  P 04...., CD ,-.. .-1 1:1.„, 5-..,,:j  tp pp = C.5 :•=,' a P ,-.. CD a. 1--1 0 1-' (1:-. "c;)•••< r1T,' • IDY)  01) 0  co ‘-<„, , 2 E. la, 0 - _ u, 

to  g C D . . . . ,C D''. or )P  a  ,,,, c;,. i 0.i .
_ , co • 0 rD  ... CD 

.-10.10 
CrO neD  " CD " ,...(A• 0- " 0 . ct, .... o 0 1-' .-C P° 0 e) ,,1 ,.., 0- ,.D  , 

.•,'"-• c'' ,-,''' 7',..i% --
o-1' C.C. C) 

• '.0 CD o cn1 - ••••.- .:* 0 Mo .-..
C...) P3 ;--1 CD CO P. 0 

CD Cao CID 0 4: g" 
CD 3,,  r . p.,. 0. CD cc) u) CD 0 cc) co 

crg 

ors 52 ta.g or co 0 a0 a, 
la) n'tsA.) 

CD 

crg P FO.Z 
r°  a 64r? 

• 0 " a)  CD rt rD o  CI P.  c') (1) crctA -;• o 0 
o r" P-8   c") 

0- 0 H o P a, 0" C/C1 

• o-s- co 

o F.; pi.crcl 
co-  w "CS 

• .• U' cCD Ni CD 0- 0 Ft), (/) 
• o OO 

-"-< ip". `< 0 co o 0 a)  cD !-1 an CD o 
0 0- fao 0 CD 01 1D),_, CD 0 m  • a  
1-1 .-. 0 0 CD cc) et. t-t 0 ... 

powP '6i- C,;(PF:Ae 

< r";"-4 ° • 
.alliETWILT,R" 

(I) CO •-t ft) `E'3* -"5"- p, 0 -,Co
co  01. - 

RaCi-j110 al ft ()0-1 '"r4u) "v).  
'" 

cfA 
2  

crA o o. 
,-;,

•-< 0 
0 ,_Vt V- et '6)1:73'

-4  
0 cn 0 co  6 fa. cc, 0O  

CD 11
' CD 

f:1-10 '5̂ CP co CD • " 
sa. E. m c4 $, tri 5. CP 5 gi 2) g" ts- 
3,. 'A '53- 2 6-''.4 m r',  5 .` ` • 

0 rt) ,. (1)  0 1F.;• rD c"j".  (-) cl) " Fo- 0 o P-3 „"r) r,,, cer, cri,z' 

8 (4. r°  'F  g-  r,. - 5 e' F).  (A. 5) crg g PI '8 4 P,  
z-5 ,- -'•,,P1,, cmcg",-.E- 25, a° (7" acQo o 0  c9" cT) (,) 5 .- co ca•g cc)  1 ° ci) (0' cc) 0 2 ?) - 0 0 

gE. i. ,,, 0u, 
 7 0  OcD  (,,.

o
N

6ri p. 0  cid  8. 
,..

..D  _
p_ co  ... 

'g5 Kg. 02.-+S) -00 . -.., ,... poa.  (1).  9_ 8 • 5, 5 n o ,g).  = - 5-  ,;; - 
rD •-g,  v' 5,g 5, „,

a
..7

... 
 -;,l mg- 5 ,1 (1, 0  

.-0 R: ,., 
P.-trg a.,1 (1' 5 g ,„ ,,,,,) cn 0 CD . 10 im.cn 'VI 0 

0 M. 0 
25' 0- 9' ° T `,''.+ g

.-, o  o" 
e+ CD .-h 0 .<5D E:. F4 2' „ ,„ , ,,, 

CA 

Z1
-6

  s
a6

ed
  u

o  
ef

ie
n

A 1
30

 O l
OW

  

P- 
0 0  "fir) Nc, pa )] 

co 
7Di  

" 
cp 8 

me 5 0 x • • CD CD 0  C cn  
r». C) 

r,-14.g2Pg8n'o 

cm 0 5.„, "t., 2 CO a)  
0 cr P 



; 

L- 

1- 

School candidates know 
district finances require 
their constant attention 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

)11-ktdv,;17  7, -2_e(L-3 
Wheeling Elementary School District 21's fi-

nancial health might get a boost if voters ap-
prove a tax hike Tuesday, but candidates run-
ning for the board say the district will still have 
to watch its spending habits. 

DISTRICT 21 

The district is expected to have a $4.6 million 
deficit at the end of the school year. The board 
has approved the first half of a two-year deficit-
reduction plan that will be implemented if the 
referendum fails. District officials will have to 
cut a total of $9 million from the education 
fund in two years if they want to balance the 
budget. 

But School Board candidates say they want 
to improve programs even if the referendum 
passes. That will require a close examination of 
how well current programs work and how to 
spend money to improve overall academic 
achievement. - 

Pamela Becker-Dean, one of three incum-
bents seeking re-election, said she expects the 
board to be held accountable when it comes to 
spending money and stressed an examination 
of the budget is needed. 

"We need to take a look at programs and see 
what works and what doesn't," she said. "We 
need to take a hard look at things, and that has 
not been done in a long time." 

Becker-Dean said the new No Child Left Be-
hind legislation is going to force school dis-
tricts to improve academic achievement, which 
will cost money and make the budget process 
an even bigger challenge. 

Ellen Clark, who is seeking a third term on 
the board, said the school district will need to 
take a new direction in handling finances re-
gardless of the referendum outcome. She said 
more fees for programs may be needed to 
make sure costs are contained. She cited in-
creased fees for intersessions at schools that 
use the continuous learning calendar as one 
possibility. Parents currently pay $10 a week 
for intersession courses. 

"We learned from that experience," she said 
about the intersession costs. "The program is 

extremely beneficial, but it is never appropri-
ate to make a decision with blinders on." 

Clark said the board's formation of a Board 
Finance Committee and re-establishing the 
Budget Committee of district officials and resi-
dents helps in the budget-review process. 

"We will continue to evaluate spending, and 
if there is fat to cut, we will cut it," she said. 

Incumbent Larry Krulewich said the board 
always spends conservatively. He said manag-
ing district finances is made more difficult be-
cause of state tax-cap legislation. 

"It is difficult when working in an arena 
where the rules keep changing," he said. 

Krulewich said the board has to continue to 
stay informed on health insurance costs and 
needs to stay vigilant by studying their cost-re-
duction plan, even if voters support a tax in-, 
crease Tuesday. 

"We should take another look at it (if the ref-
erendum passes)," he said. "We should keep it 
around and constantly evaluate it to see if we 
can cut some of those things." 

Challenger Kathy Edmonds said the school 
district has to take a long, hard look at all of its 
discretionary spending. With about 75 percent 
of the budget tied up in salaries and benefits, 
Edmonds said the district should ensure that 
such programs like the intersessions are self-
funded and self-supporting. 

Edmonds said the district can also do more 
to secure grant money. 

"Are we going after enough to make sure we 
get everything we're entitled to?" she asked. 

Challenger Stacey Horcher said school fi-
nances is the biggest issue in the district and 
more needs to be done to curb spending before 
it becomes a "total disaster." 

"I'm not pleased with the way finances have 
been handled," she said. "They knew (the defi-
cit) was coming, but they didn't put the brakes 
on spending." 

Horcher, who supports the referendum, said 
the district will have even more of a responsi-
bility to control the deficit, save money and 
focus spending on the "basic needs" of stu-
dents if voters approve the tax increase. 

"If the referendum passes, the district 
should save some of that money," she said. 
"That way, they have some for a rainy day." 

• 

Newcomer joining Dist. 21 
BY JAMES FULLER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Voters on Tuesday added a 
not-so-new face to the Wheel-
ing Township Elementary 
District 21 school board and 
re-elected two incumbents. 

Kathy Edmonds will take the 
seat of the defeated Larry 
Krulewich. According to unof-
ficial results, Edmonds will 
join incumbents Ellen Clark, 
the top vote-getter, and 
Pamela Becker Dean in victory 

Edmonds is well-known for 
her involvement in the Walt 
Whitman Elementary PTO and 
several district committees. 
She edged Stacey Horcher by 
less than a percentage point, 
or 166 votes. 

Unofficial totals' showed 
only 5 percentage points sepa-
rated Clark at the top and 
Krulewich at the bottom. Clark 
received 23 percent of the vote 
with 4,087 ballots cast. 

Becker Dean received 3,938 

Pamela Ellen 
Becker Dean Clark 

votes, or 22 percent; Edmonds 
was next with 3,518 votes, or 
20 percent; Horcher received 
3,352 votes, or nearly 19 per-
cent; and Krulewich received 
3,126 votes, or 17 percent. 

Krulewich said he was 
happy voters approved the dis-
trict's tax increase request and 
said he was baffled by his 
defeat. 

He said health problems 
limited his door-to-door cam-
paigning. A heated argument 
with 80-year-old Wheeling vil-
lage board candidate Steven 
"The Owl" Telow at a recent 
forum might have damaged 

voters' percep- 
tion o f 
Krulewich. 

Becker Dean 
will serve her 
first full term 
after being 
appointed last 

Katherine year' 
Edmonds In a racE in 

which candi-
dates spent more time 
campaigning for the tax 
increase than themselves, she 
said it will be nice to really 
settle in. 

"Nobody likes voting to cut 
50 teachers," Becker Dean said 
of that possibility if the refer-
endum had been voted down. 
"I've had my learning curve 
and'now I can get to work on 
other issues." 

Clark said school crowding 
issues will be her main focus. 

"This referendum showed us 
that we need to be real sure 
that every dollar is spent 
wisely" Clark said. 
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will cost money ana make Uuugct. 
an even bigger challenge. 

Ellen Clark, who is seeking a third term on 
the board, said the school district will need to 
take a new direction in handling finances re-
gardless of the referendum outcome. She said 
more fees for programs may be needed to 
make sure costs are contained. She cited in-
creased fees for intersessions at schools that 
use the continuous learning calendar as one 
possibility. Parents currently pay $10 a week 
for intersession courses. 

"We learned from that experience," she said 
about the intersession costs. "The program is 

Newcomer joining Dist. 21 

"I'm not pleased with the way finances have 
been handled," she said. "They knew (the defi-
cit) was coming, but they didn't put the brakes 
on spending." 

Horcher, who supports the referendum, said 
the district will have even more of a responsi-
bility to control the deficit, save money and 
focus spending on the "basic needs" of stu-
dents if voters approve the tax increase. 

"If the referendum passes, the district 
should save some of that money," she said. 
"That way, they have some for a rainy day." 

it becomes a "total cusaner. 

BY JAMES FULLER 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Voters on Tuesday added a 
not-so-new face to the Wheel-
ing Township Elementary 
District 21 school board and 
re-elected two incumbents. 

Kathy Edmonds will take the 
seat of the defeated Larry 
Krulewich. According to unof-
ficial results, Edmonds will 
join incumbents Ellen Clark, 
the top vote-getter, and 
Pamela Becker Dean in victory. 

Edmonds is well-known for 
her involvement in the Walt 
Whitman Elementary PTO and 
several district committees. 
She edged Stacey Horcher by 
less than a percentage point, 
or 166 votes. 

Unofficial totals' showed 
only 5 percentage points sepa-
rated Clark at the top and 
Krulewich at the bottom. Clark 
received 23 percent of the vote 
with 4,087 ballots cast. 

Becker Dean received 3,938  

Pamela Ellen 
Becker Dean Clark 

votes, or 22 percent; Edmonds 
was next with 3,518 votes, or 
20 percent; Horcher received 
3,352 votes, or nearly 19 per-
cent; and Krulewich received 
3,126 votes, or 17 percent. 

Krulewich said he was 
happy voters approved the dis-
trict's tax increase request and 
said he was baffled by his 
defeat. 

He said health problems 
limited his door-to-door cam-
paigning. A heated argument 
with 80-year-old Wheeling vil-
lage board candidate Steven 
"The Owl" Telow at a recent 
forum might have damaged  

voters' percep- 
tion of 
Krulewich. 

Becker Dean 
will serve her 
first full term 
after being 
appointed last 
year. 

In a race in 
which candi-

dates spent more time 
campaigning for the tax 
increase than themselves, she 
said it will be nice to really 
settle in. 

"Nobody likes voting to cut 
50 teachers," Becker Dean said 
of that possibility if the refer-
endum had been voted down. 
"I've had my learning curve 
and now I can get to work on 
other issues." 

Clark said school crowding 
issues will be her main focus. 

"This referendum showed us 
that we need to be real sure 
that every dollar is spent 
wisely," Clark said. 
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Itu•hard Pajjalich/Pi.neer Press 

Construction crews pile up dirt and debris on Weiland Road off McHenry Road. The Illinois De-

partment of Transportation is widening McHenry Road to five lanes between Lake-Cook and 

Dundee roads. Motorists should expect delays. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Y'S 
Construction has begun on 

McHenry Road between Dun-
dee Road and Lake-Cook 
Road, and motorists can ex-
pect delays all summer long. 

Carlson, area programmer for 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation. 

Carlson said the project is 
scheduled for completion Oct. 
31. 

The work includes wid-
ening the road to include a 
fifth lane. Turning lanes also 
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School tax hike 
sails to victory 

Wheeling won't be able 
to assume Kmart lease 
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Carlson asked that motor-
(Continued on page 12) 

said. "When it's done, the road 
will have added capacity, 
which should reduce disrup-
tion and delays." 

Greco Contractors was 
awarded the $8.8 million 
McHenry Road project last 
year, Carlson said. 

McHenry traffic may crawl 

"The project is about 15 per- will be installed at busy inter-
cent completed, so we're mov- sections, and traffic signals 
ing right along," said Brian will be improved,  Carlson 

rays -use caution while 
driving irr and around the con-
struction because the project 
runs through a residential 
area. 

"We're asking people to 
bear with us throughout the 
construction season," Carlson  

District 21 Board reorganizes • ,1  - 
The Wheeling Elementary School District 21 Board chose 

new leadership at its April 3 meeting following the election 
two days earlier. 

Ellen Clark, who was re-elected to her third term on the 
board, will now serve as the board's president. Arlen Gould 
will serve as vice president. Ron Smolin will. continue as the 
board's secretary for the next two years. 

Newly elected board member Kathy Edmonds was sworn 
in at 'the beginning Of the meeting. Board members also 
wished Larry Krulewich well. Krulewich lost his re-election 
bid. 
' Krulewich said he was .disappointed to lose his seat, but he 
also thanked the community for giving him the opportunity 
to serve. Krulewich said he will "always .reinember the'bonds 

friendship" he developed while servirig:,-  

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 4/

„as  

Wheeling's experiment of 
trying to control the quality of 
development in the village by 
going into the leasing business 
died this week. 

The village had to give up on 
plans to take over the lease of 
the vacant Kmart on Dundee 
Road because the property's 
owner challenged the move in 
Kmart bankruptcy proceed-
ings, village officials said. 

Wheeling leaders again are in 
the position of hoping a flea 
market, discount mattress store 
or other low-cost retailer does-
n't move into the 
107,000-square-foot store at 
780 W. Dundee Road. 

The village tried to assume 
the Kmart lease to allowWheel-
ing to choose the next tenant, 
preventing degradation of a 
prime area that will be central 
to plans to upgrade Wheeling's 
image. 

"The village board has as one 
of its long-term goals creating a 
central village core, a down-
town," Village Manager Wally 
Douthwaite said.  

with Wheeling last February to 
let the village take over the 
lease. 

However, a provision of 
Kmart's original lease guaran- 
tees the property's Chicago 
owner, Donald Geller, more 
rent if store sales reach a spe-
cific level. 

Because Wheeling didn't 
have a tenant in mind to sub-
lease, Kimco's lawyers told the 
village they couldn't prove in 
bankruptcy court that the 
property would continue to 
generate sales. 

Wheeling had to walk away 
from the deal, Douthwaite said. 

The bright side, though, is 
that Wheeling received word 
Tuesday that it has received a 
long-sought Regional Transit 
Authority grant for a study that 
could help prepare the village 
to develop its town center. 

"The study will combine 
market analysis with looking at 
land uses for the area around 
the train station," Wheeling 
Economic Development Direc-
tor William Whitmer said. 

The grant will pay $60,000 of 
the $75,000 cost of the study, 
which Wheeling began apply-
ing for in the summer of 2001. 
The study will take an addi-
tional six months. 

said. 
Traffic will be reduced to 

one lane in each direction in-
stead of the normal two lanes, 
Carlson said. The lane reduc-
tion is expected to create de-
lays along the road, and mo-
torists are encouraged to find 
alternate routes around the 
construction area. 



By CASEY MOFFITT 
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School District 21, as voters 
for Wheeling Elementary 

The future is much brighter 

overwhelmingly supported a 
tax hike that .will bolster..dis-
trict finances , and avert 
teacher 'layoffs and program 
cuts. 

Tuesday's referendum vote 
to increase the district's edu-
cation fund tax rate by 50 
cents' 0.1.4r three years passed 
by an unofficial margin . of 
about 64 percent to 36 percent, 
with 4,773 voters supporting 
the tax hika.4141*2,661 oppos- 
ing it.

Three seats were up for 
The margin of victory came election on the Wheeling Ele-

as al sumriSe to School Board mentary School pistrict 21 ' 
member Arlen Gould..

Board. Winners are Pamela 
"r thought it 'would be Becker-Dean with 3,938 votes; 

cloe Could 'Said. • 'This is Ellen Clark. with 4,087 votes;,.  unprecedented. Never have and 
Kathy E'ilinond with, we won a tax referendum the 3,518 votes.

• first time."'
In the High School District, 7,  

'tax increase will trans= 2 t4 race, Stan Eisenhammer The 
late into an estimated increase teat Art Gellbere by :a wideq. 
of about $347 over thiee years margin for the one contestedt 
for a 

parson 'owning a home two-year board seat. Eisen-." 
with 'a fair Market value of hammer garnered 13,681, votes $200,000. to Gollberg'ti 6,759.' , Superintendent Gary Mical

The apparent winners of!L said educator* -uan-riaw "get" three Sear on the Harper Col-: !mot to the buSiness of educa- lege Board with three out of, , tin,g children." Mical and the six McHenry County precincts' 
board. presented a cost-cutting outstanding at press time are 
plan to the community that William F. Kelley with 18,527 . 
of 
would have called for dozens votes; Barbara Barton with' teacher layoffs' and extol- 

' sive 'pra 18,576 votes; and Matt Mur-gt;arn cats if the refer- 
endum phy with 12,982 Votes: 

"We had no choice but to Village Board 
give:the voters an opportunity 
to turn this around," he said. 

School Board President Phil 
Pritzker said nearly 500 par-
ent, teacher and staff volurt .  
teerS• helped on the referen-
dum campaign. He also 
commended Mica! for' his 'ef-•  forts; considering he was' 
hired' as superintendent in Finishing out the field was 
July. • • - : . Pam Dorband with , 1,419 

"Within six months of being votes, Ken Brady 'with 1,268, 
on the job, ,he had to put to- 

v
an
ote
d Steve Telow with 335 

gether a 'reperptidum cam- 
paign,1 PritzlieF :said. Park Board we can all begin to concen- 
trate.- on• academics and clos- Two new faces will be join- 
ing the achieVernent gap. It's ing the: Wheeling Park Dis- 
great to get this behind us." trict Board of ' Commis-

Mical made it a personal sioners. 
priority to reach' out to the Joining victorious incum-
community to inform resi-  bent Cheri Klunipp will be ' 
dents about the district's fi-  Jonathan Kolssak and Keith 
nancial condition. Administra-  Pecka. Pecka led all candi 
tors predicted a $9' million dates with 1,956 votes. 
education fund' deficit' in the Klumpp earned 1,794: votes, 
next two years if revenues' and Kolssak earned 1,742. 
were not increased ' • Challenger Bill Hein fin- 

"It was both important and ished fourth with 1,663: votes,' 
difficult for me to get out pub- and incumbent Den 's Drake 
hely and send the message," finished with 1,461.' • •. 
lie said. "But the message was -- ;Check teteutPioneerlo-
consistently the same all 'the,' cal.coinfor more reielts. 

Douthwaite said. which-wrreenng n-egan apply-
ing for in the summer of 2001. 
The study will take an addi-
tional six months. 

.30HVI AA3H3 £00l 

School tax hike ,..,, 
sai s to victory 

/ 
time." 

Although the district will be 
receiving more tax dollars, 
Mical said staff and the 
School Board are committed 

' to watching their spending. 
"We're going to balance the, ni  

budget,, spend, wisely and puts'' 
money in ,The'lbest interest of 
the kids, •41! he said. .J "We're ' 

. committed to . do those 
things." •!..' 

Assistant Superintendent of 
Finances Dan-Cash said the 
tax hike should' allOw the 
school district to have a bal-. ' 
anced budget in two years. ' 

More school results 

The incumbents prevailed 
for the three open seats on the 
Wheeling Village Board. 

Judy Abruscato topped all 
candidates with 1,948 votes. 
Pat Horcher garnered 1,860 
votes, and Bob Heer earned 
1,552. 

rd Bajjaheh/Pioneer Press 

i. The Illinois De-
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Village may 
buy land on 
Milwaukee 

By CASEY MOFFITT ect for about 18 months, with 
STAFX WRITER

,
little progress made. Tantillo 

.K.-- _? - 4-; 3 representatives were sched- 
Village officials are hoping uled to appear before the Plan 

to take a larger role in devel- Commission March 27, but 
oping the intersection of company representatives re-
North Milwaukee Avenue and quested a delay. The Plan 
Lake-Cook Road. Commission tabled the project 

Village Manager Wallace until April 24. 
Douthwaite said the Wheeling In a letter written by An- 
Village Board is considering thony Tantillo, owner of Tan-
purchasing two parcels on the tillo Homes, the request to 
northeast side of Milwaukee delay the process was due to 
Avenue just south of Lake- "the village's interest to ac-
Cook Road in an effort to de- quire the property." Tantillo 
velop both properties simulta- did not return phone calls to 
neously. the Countryside. 

"The board considered this Trustees had directed Tan-
project and has indicated it tillo and Smith to work to- 
wants to move-  in-  a-unified gether on a 'Single develop- 
manner, rather than piece- ment in August. Tantillo 
meal," Douthwaite said. wanted to get started on his 
"There is no direction yet. It's project since he owned his 
still up in the air." property and did not want to 

Two developers, Tantillo be held up by Smith's sched-
Homes and Smith Brothers ule. Smith said he was willing 
Construction, have been work- to work with Tantillo, but he 
ing with the village in an ef- also indicated he did not want 
fort to develop the Wedge- to hold up the other project. 
wood Riding Center and land Trustees told Tantillo and 
further south stretching down Smith in August that they 
to the former Wonder Bread would entertain the possibility 
outlet store. of condemning both proper- 

Tantillo Homes had plans ties, which are located in a tax 
for a 168-unit condominium increment financing district, 
project on land it owns. Smith if the builders could not work 

Construction Brothers has a purchase together. 
partment of . agreement with the Wedge- To speed up the process, 
Dundee road! wood Riding Center, but the Trustee Patrick Horcher sug-

builder must wait to take over gested a land swap between 
I_ ownership until another loca- the village and Tantillo. 11/Ic, tion for the horse facility can Horcher proposed the village 

be found. Smith has not pre- acquire land just south of Tan-
sented any plans for the prop- tillo's property and swap it for 

By CAS  erty, but the company is de- land at the northern end of his 
srAi veloping land across the street property. The plan was for the 
4/... for condominiums. village to extend Wolf Road 

' 
Construct 

. ( Tantillo Homes has been and build a boulevard be-

McHenry Roi 
working with the Wheeling tween the two properties so 

dee Road 
Plan Commission on its proj-	 (Continued on page 12) ed to create de- 

he road, and mo-
Road, and m Tantillo could keep working Village Board meeting, trus- , ncouraged to find 
pect delays all on his project. The proposal tees tabled an item authonz- )utes around the 

would have allowed Smith to ing a development and land i area. 
 

"The projec take the time he needs. transfer agreement between 
cent complet€ However, at the March 10 the village and Tantillo. isked that motor- 

ing right alo	 ted on page 12) 
Las...40E—extra caution while said. "When it's done, the road 
driving irr and around the con- will have added capacity, 
struction because the project which should reduce disrup-
runs through a residential tion and delays." 
area. Greco Contractors was 

"We're asking people to awarded the $8.8 million 
bear with us throughout the McHenry Road project last 
construction season," Carlson year, Carlson said. 

District 21 Board reorganizes ',3"-103 
The Wheeling Elementary School District 21 Board chose 

new leadership at its April 3 meeting following the election 
two days earlier. 

Ellen Clark, who was re-elected to her third term on the 
board, will now serve as the board's president. Arlen Gould.  
will serve as vice president. Ron Smolin will. continue as the 
board's secretary for the next two years. 
• • Newly elected board member Kathy Edmonds was 'sworn 

in at 'the beginning 'of the meeting. Board members also 
wished Larry Krulewich well. Krulewich lost his re-election 
bid. '  

Krulewich said he was disappointedlo lose his seat, but he 
also thanked the community for giving him the opportunity 
to serve. KruleWich said he will "always remember the bonds 

Ltiendshi • " he develo •-. while serviri 



Village awarded for finances 
,i1;->7 'a3 '  

The Government Finance Officers Association has awarded 
its Certificate 'of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Re- 
pprting to the village of Wheeling for the; village's compre- 
hnive annual financial planning report ' 

The certificate is the GFOA's highest ,recognition in gov- 
ernmental accounting and represents "a significant' accom- 
pliihment by a government and its management" according 
to the organization. 

A GFOA panel judged the report against an established 
'standard. One of the program's objectives 'is to promote, a 
"Stirit'Of full disclosure" in the report.

' 
Wheeling Finance Director Michael Mondschain accepted 

the award on behalf of village staff.  

School district officials 
commit to budget scrutiny 

"We want to develop a pro-
cess that can use community 
input and staff input to evalu-

dum has given Wheeling , Ele- 
mentary School District 21 a boost in revenue but work we can do to make (programs) 

continues to get the distriet's,: better:"  
finances on solid footing. . itheal, said the board will 

A successful tax referee-. I want to find the good things 

, 

ate programs," he said. "We 

that we're doing to see what 

School officials say, .most likely evaluate one or 

though the district will have “ two programs at the end of the 
enough funds to avoid imajor; 1:school year, and district offi-

budget cuts, the School Board , da# will be working on devel-' 
oping that cycle this year. and administrators will :On-, 

tinue to examine the bUdget Mical said he.  would like to 
and look at ways to spend evaluate each program about 

every five years. money more elThctively. 

"we're g,,i,,g to take 4 04strict aLio ..,ants to re- 
closer too': at 'NI iere to put our,., establish the Budget D?velop- • 
resource Board 4 ment Committee, which 
member 1 'h it Pritker $aid., hasn't met in about two years. 
"We'll he loot; ilnf; at programs The committee was it ade up 
on a cyclierl of Community volunteers who 

would participate' in the 
Gary mi4711  I budget process and give input Superint^r<Ir t 

said the dirt; i( 1 •vill develop a to the School Board before the 
system to evaluate programs 
to help m: do 11+ tgetary deter-
trl inations. 

citizens," Pritzker said. 
"Hopefully, people will want 
to be involved." 

Mical said the committee 
would start working during 
the 2004-05 budget process, 
because the district is already 
working on the 2003-04 
budget. 

The Board Finance Com-
mittee will also be involved in 
this year's budget develop-
ment process. The committee 
was established this year to 
create a deficit-reduetion plan, 
which proposed $4.5 million in 
cuts from next year's budget. 
The plan was created in case 

referendum failed. 
Mical said the district now 

has '"an element' of being con-
servative"' in 'its spending as it 
commits to, being fiscally re-
sponsible. 

"It's nice to be able to take a 
deep breath and know we can 
live a little easier, bitt we still 
have responsibilities we need 
to keep," he said. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 
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budget was approved. , 
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441'd like it to involve more 
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Wheeling residents get some tax relief in budget 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer, , / 

Wheeling has decided to 
stretch its public-improvement 
schedule to be kinder to resi-
dents' wallets, officials said. 

The village board has 
approved an estimated 
$37 million budget for 2003, 
including about $6.4 million for 
widening Wolf Road and other 
capital improvements. 

The eight-month budget is  

for a fiscal year ending Dec. 30 
to accommodate Wheeling's, 
change to a Jan. 1 budget year. 

This year's improvement 
budget is about $700,000 less 
than trustees considered last 
month, as the board decided to 
set a five-year schedule for pro-
jects to avoid paying for them 
with bonds. 

A bond issue could have cost 
residents $36 more in annual 
property taxes, officials said. 

"It would cost $61/2  million to  

do the bonds, and then we 
would have had to pay $3 mil-
lion interest," Village President 
Greg Klatecki said. "The board 
came up with the idea of using 
the utility tax to pay for the 
improvements, and we would-
n't have to use $3 million of the 
taxpayers' money" 

About 17 planned projects 
were heavily concentrated over 
the next two years, but now will 
be prioritized, Klatecki said. 

"Like if you're going to re-do  

Wolf Road, you have to put the 
street lighting in right away so 
you don't have to be out there 
again," Klatecki said, "Things 
will be decided like that." 

A $966,000 project for 
widening and resurfacing Wolf 
Road from Manchester Drive 
to Milwaukee Avenue made 
the 2003 list. 

Other expenses include 
$580,000 to buy flood-prone 
properties along Wolf Road 
ard a  V1.4 million project to  

install a water line south of 
Dundee Road to a planned 
condo development. The 
money will come from a pro-
ject to reconstruct Wheeling 
Road, which will be put off 
until 2004. 

The new Jan. 1 budget 
schedule next year should be a 
boon to Wheeling's money 
management by making it 
easier to determine the, prop-
erty tax levy needed to fund 
the budget, officials said. 

As goes the economy, so 
goes Wheeling. Wheeling's 
share of the state sales tam 
dropped last year, 
according to the Illinois 
Department of Revenue. 
But an increase in the 
home-rule sales tax more 
than made up the 
difference. 

illage Patience asked for sidewalk repairs . - 
Ruzsicieni.s en uie kioiiywoud subdivision will be see- 

ing new sidewalks installed as part of th? village's 2003 side-
walk removal and replacement plan. 

Some of the sidewalk squares to be removed and replaced 
e located immediately adjacent to private driveways and 

aprons. Residents will not be able to park on their driveways 
for 72 hours in cases where construction impedes entrance to 
them. Overnight parking will be permitted along all streets 
\vithin the subdivision during this time. 

Village officials are aware of the temporary inconveniences 
I I tese improvements will cause, and officials say every at-
tempi to minimize problems will be made. 

The sidewalk program is designed to remove and replace 
defective, cracked, heaved and potentially dangerous side-
walk squares. Public Works officials estimate the work in 
I 1 ollywood Ridge to last three or four weeks. z/ - i 7 -c.3 
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At Sunrise Assisted Living, It's a 
It's about Value...It's about 

And It's about One Month Free 
t's no secret that happy families are close

carezivers mett nee 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

People are spending les 
money in Wheeling, but th 
village has not suffered from a 
lack of sales tax revenue. 

Part of the state sales tax —
1 percent of the 6.25 percent 
tax — is given back to villages. 
Wheeling collected $4.8 mil-
lion from the state sales tax in 
calendar year 2002, compared 
to $5.1 million in 2001, accord- 
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pan, 
which proposed $4.5 million in 
cuts from next year's budget. 
The plan was created in case 
illereferendum failed: 

Mical said the diStrict now 
has '"an element of being con-
servative": in its spending as it 
commits to being ;fiscally re-
sponsible. 

"It's nice to be able to take a 
deep breath and know we can 
live a little easier, big we still 
have responsibilities we need 
to keep," he said. 
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CD 
evaluate each program about 
every five years. 

V.;,_ • di/strict also wants to re- 
establish the Budget Develop-
ment. Committee, which 
hasn't met in about two years 
The committee was wade up 
of community volunteers who 
would participate.'in the 
budget process and give input 
to the School Board before the 
budget was approved. • • 

"I'd like it to involve more 

illage withstands drop in state sa es tax 
As goes the economy, so 
goes Wheeling. Wheeling's 
share of the state sales tax 
dropped last year, 
according to the Illinois 
Department of Revenue. 
But an increase in the 
home-rule sales tax more 
than made up the 
difference. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

People are spending less 
money in Wheeling, but the 
village has not suffered from a 
lack of sales tax revenue. 

Part of the state sales tax —
1 percent of the 6.25 percent 
tax — is given back to villages. 
Wheeling collected $4.8 mil-
lion from the state sales tax in 
calendar year 2002, compared 
to $5.1 million in 2001, accord- 

ing to figures recently re-
leased by the Illinois Depart-
ment of Revenue. 

Wheeling Finance Director 
Michael Mondschain said the 
drop is strictly due to the state 
of the economy. People spent 
less everywhere, and Wheel-
ing was no exception. 

However, as state taxes 
were declining, the Village 
Board decided to increase its 
home-rule sales tax from .5 
percent to .75 percent. Al-
though people were spending 
less, the village collected more 

in home-rule sales tax reve-
nue, which is recorded sepa-
rately from the state sales tax. 
The village collected $2.6 mil-
lion in home-rule sales taxes 
in 2002, compared to $1.7 mil-
lion in 2001. Mondschain said 
the revenue increase directly 
reflects the tax increase. 

Although revenue from the 
state sales tax is in decline, it 
has done little to affect the vil-
lage financially. Mondschain 
said the village had been con-
servative in its estimates in 
state sales tax revenue, and it 

is actually collecting more 
than anticipated. 

In the fiscal year ending 
April 30, Mondschain said he 
expects the village to collect 
about $7.3 million in total 
sales tax revenue. The village 
anticipated collecting $6.9 mil-
lion. 

"We were very prepared," 
Mondschain said. "We budg-
eted conservatively, and now 
we have healthy fund bal-
ances. Part of the reason for 
building healthy fund bal-
ances is to be ready for things 

like these." 

Although the economy ha: 
slowed, Mondschain said the 
village is anticipating SOME 
growth in the near future. 
Mondschain said the village is 
expecting a 2 percent increase 
in sales tax revenue during 
the next budget year, which is 
a relatively conservative in-
crease. 

"It's not based on anything 
specific," he said. "We've been 
in a downturn for three years 
now, so we're anticipating 
some growth." 

an oo at ways to spend 
money more effectively. • '! 

"We're g( ,!; to take 4 
closer rook at wliere to put our,. 
resources,-  School ,Board 
member Phil Pritzker said. 
"We'll be look ii , t; at programs 
on a cyclic-]

4  

Superint2.rde 1,1 Gary Mimi 
said the d .vill develop a 
system to evall late programs 
to help m711:01)11 tgetary deter-
m inations • 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 1/2/' 
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Wheeling has decided to 
stretch its public-improvement 
schedule to be kinder to resi-
dents' wallets, officials said. 

The village board has 
approved an estimated 
$37 million budget for 2003, 
including about $6.4 million for 
widening Wolf Road and other 
capital improvements. 

The eight-month budget is  

for a fiscal year ending Dec. 30 
to accommodate Wheeling's_ 
change to a Jan. 1 budget year. 

This year's improvement 
budget is about $700,000 less 
than trustees considered last 
month, as the board decided to 
set a five-year schedule for pro-
jects to avoid paying for them 
with bonds. 

A bond issue could have cost 
residents $36 more in annual 
property taxes, officials said. 

"It would cost $61/2  million to  

do the bonds, and then we 
would have had to pay $3 mil-
lion interest," Village President 
Greg Klatecki said. "The board 
came up with the idea of using 
the utility tax to pay for the 
improvements, and we would-
n't have to use $3 million of the 
taxpayers' money." 

About 17 planned projects 
were heavily concentrated over 
the next two years, but now will 
be prioritized, Klatecki said. 

"Like if you're going to re-do  

Wolf Road, you have to put the 
street lighting in right away so 
you don't have to be out there 
again," Klatecki said, "Things 
will be decided like that." 

A $966,000 project for 
widening and resurfacing Wolf 
Road from Manchester Drive 
to Milwaukee Avenue made 
the 2003 list. 

Other expenses include 
$580,000 to buy flood-prone 
properties along Wolf Road 
and a $1.4 million project to  

install a water line south of 
Dundee Road to a planned 
condo development. The 
money will come from a pro-
ject to reconstruct Wheeling 
Road, which will be put off 
until 2004. 

The new Jan. 1 budget 
schedule next year should be a 
boon to Wheeling's money 
management by making it 
easier to determine the prop-
erty tax levy needed to fund 
the budget, officials said. 

Wheeling residents get some tax relief in budget 

Patience asked for sidewalk repairs . 
Residents in we rioilywood Ridge subdivision will be see-

ing nevi sidewalks installed as part of th.! village's 2003 side-
walk removal and replacement plan. 

Some of the sidewalk squares to be removed and replaced 
ate located immediately adjacent to pfivate driveways and 
aprons. Residents will not be able to park on their driveways 
for 72 hours in cases where construction impedes entrance to 
them. Overnight parking will be permitted along all streets 
within the subdivision during this time. , 

Village officials are aware of the temporary inconveniences 
these improvements will cause, and officials say every at-
t empi, t.G rai_n_irnize problems will be made. 

The sidewalk program is designed to remove and replace 
defective, cracked, heaved and potentially dangerous side-

-o.-alk squares. Public Works officials estimate the work in 
I Hollywood Ridge to last three or four weeks. -V -, 7 - ..3 

'n 

igill 
.04  0 ..c.s Q, 

45 ,g c.) co 4-. . .
5  ›, 

1, a
,,,, 

 
0 -0 . cz 0 „Li - ow a,oiN 

a u 73 ,.,:j i g •S 41:: 0) c,1-  , v, 0 N 44, 
C)C1 cl')  2 ›::0 

I la .-' C .7A .1:1 4 CD  E 
:9 V) a.) '' il9110O-oP._,R>,  g 8 ct a ,.L.), 

a j ,.    

. ,-,-..- ad -0 cr) = .0 cn 0 ,-, 0 iii E ,5 --`., cj›,8:1 
E > •-• 4,  -5') z tko..o -o ,s ,, 

1-13 8 `g 2 7° '5  cu.'1')  a.. cz $..,) .. 4-, co ?,0  Fern , 

Wcucu c'il  

g .,Z.-,t,0 " 

4= 
 cl ) 

5 
 . 
s
. 5 

=e, 
 . . - 5  _ , - o

cc
g  - . : , 2  , s  N,  - • - s  i > - icA  79 

 . . 5  .. g t 4,8 . . . 7-4
.4  0.) 

 1.•
co a) 

.1
,	 •k.  (:) ,.._,,E,,,. ,,..,,T4o --!-,:..›,Scp, a) • I 

0  )-. 0 o o 0 . <a 0 . 
3 0.) ci))  a c„,= -,:, -ci s.,) -s E-, -1:1 as 5' 4 5 ›-. E 0 E sa, 

• 



Mall developer 
may get $350,000 
from Wheeling 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 4f — 2 3 -03 

Wheeling officials crafted 
some unprecedented quality-
control measures this week to 
help bring an upscale retail 
center to town. 

Trustees tentatively agreed to 
give a developer $350,000 in tax 
incentives to help build a 12-
store mall at 119-145 N. 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

However, the developer of the 
project known as Petersburg 
Plaza had to agree to adhere to 
a list of prohibited uses that will 
control the types of tenants 
there. 

"The board got burned a 
couple of years ago with the 
small out-lot next to Kmart," 
Village Manager Wally Douth-
waite said of the Kmart on 
Dundee Road. 

"Trustees were seduced, if 
.1103 M '01-110H lulaund 
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kee Avenue area is critical to 
long-range plans to develop a 
town center and upgrade 
Wheeling's image. 

The village won't be able to 
prevent currency exchanges 
and other uses from opening in 
Petersburg Plaza. 

Yet the developer will receive 
portions of the $350,000 in tax 
help based on a per-square-foot 
lease formula only if tenants 
meet with village approval. 

"I think it's fair for both the 
village and us," said William 
Hein, development consultant 
for the project. "I don't really 
care for the restriction, but they 
said they'd give us some lati-
tude and-let final decisions be 
made by staff." 

Hein also said he's convinced 
the development will eventually 
net the $625,000 in tax help he 
had told trustees last month he 
needed to build a high-end 
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Utility tax increase may fund improvements 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling trustees are looking at user fees — not 
property taxes — to fund an aggressive campaign to 
improve village infrastructure. 

Trustees' options are few when it comes to raising 
the millions of dollars that are needed to pay for 
planned improvements to sidewalks, streets, and 
water and sewer pipes. They can increase property 
taxes, or they can look to raising the taxes on natural 
gas, electricity and water paid by home and business 
owners. 

The board is leaning toward the utility tax 

Money is cheap for us (to 
borrow), but it's still a burden to 
the taxpayer. 

Finance Director 
Michael Mondschain 

crease in an effort to reduce the impact on home-
owners if the village had to pay for bonds to cover 
the cost of capital improvements. 

burden to the taxpayer," said Finance Director Mi-
chael Mondschain. "Residents have their own loans 
to pay for." 

Residents and business owners currently pay the 
village a 1 percent tax on their natural gas and 
electricity bills. That could increase to 2.5 percent or 
3 percent under the current proposal. 

According to the five-year capital improvements 
plan under consideration, the village would need to 
collect an additional $6.7 million to fund all projects 
other than those associated with water and sewer re-
pairs. If the village chose to borrow money for the 
projects, it could mean an increase in property taxes 

(Continued on page 13) in- "Money is cheap for us (to borrow), but it's still a 

Trial opens for man • 
accused of role in 
deadly Wheeling theft 

of between 7 percent and 9 
percent, Mondschain said. 

The tax for water service 
could also be increased next 
year by 18 cents per 1,000 gal-
lons used and then an addi-
tional 1 to 3 cents per 1,000 
gallons until 2020. The village 
is expecting to pay $1.7 mil-
lion for water and sewer proj-
ects next year and a total of 
$14.4 million over the next 
five years. 

Trustees say they prefer to 
pay for the projects with cash 
they can raise, rather than 
borrow. Trustee Trevor Leh-
mann said he is "not excited" 
about adding another $6.7 mil-
lion to the village's debt. 

Lehmann suggested the 
board increase its natural gas 
and electricity use taxes, 
which were just enacted in 
September. 

Mondschain said the 1 per-
cent tax generates about 
$520,000 a year for the village. 
Increasing the tax to 2.5 per- 

cent or 3 percent would pro-
vide the necessary revenue to 
cover the additional6expenses 
associated with next year's 
projects, he said. 

"We can substitute the user 
fee for the property tax," Vil-
lage Manager Wallace Douth-
waite said. "If we raise it to 2.5 
to 3 percent, we can make the 
plan work." 

Capital improvement ex-
penditures are expected to 
total $7.2 million next year 
and $33.6 million over five 
years. Some of next year's 
projects are being funded by 
grant money or tax increment 
financing funds. Other reve-
nue sources include the motor 
fuel tax, the local sales tax and 
a onetime $1 million infusion 
from village reserve funds. 

"These projects have been 
on the back burner for years," 
Trustee Dean Argiris said. 
"We need to bite the bullet. 
We need to move ahead. We 
need to get this done."  

BY ERIC KROL 
Daily Herald Staff WriterT-OU 

Needing $2,000 to bail his 
gang leader out of jail in August 
1999, Raymond Benavides 
agreed to serve as the lookout 
for a Wheeling jewelry store rob-
bery, a Cook County prosecutor 
said Tuesday. 

By the time his two accom-
plices finished the heist, the 
prosecutor said, jewelry store 
owner Emil Risenzon of Buffalo 
Grove lay dead on the floor, the 
victim of a vicious metal pipe 
attack 

"They say that you can't put a 
value to a human life. That 
every life is priceless," Assistant 
State's Attorney John Dillon told 
jurors at the opening of Bena-

-vides' trial Tuesday. "They put 
the value of the life of Emil 
Risenzon, the victim in this 
case, at $2,000." 

Benavides, 22, of 416 S. 
Edward St. in Wheeling, is 
charged with the murder and 
armed robbery of Risenzon, a 
47-year-old Ukrainian immi-
grant. 

Risenzon was less than a 
week away from becoming a 
U.S. citizen when he was killed 
at Wheeling Jewelry and Repair, 
251 E. Dundee Road. 

Prosecutors aren't alleging 
Benavides, who wore a purple 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Bad milk found in four 
Wheeling Elementary School 
District 21 schools made 26 
students and two staff "mem- 
bers ill April 16. 

DISTRICT 21 

Students at Twain and Poe 
elementary schools began 
complaining about stomach 
aches Around 1 p.m. that day, 
said Pat McAndrews, District 
21 accounting supervisor. 
Those who drank the bad milk 
experienced such symptoms 
as nausea, vomiting and diar-
rhea. None required medical 
treatment ,outside of school, 
and all who experienced 
symptoins were back at school 
the next day. 

The bad milk was also 
round af,Tarkington Elemen-
tary School, and Holmes Mid7  
die.  School, but. no one at ei-
ther school became ill. • • 

Bonnie Goldstein, spokeS-
woman from District 21's food 
service provider, Sodexho, 
said: Symptoms came quickly,  

dress shirt, tie, tan pants and 
thick-rimmed glasses to court, 
hit Risenzon. But under state 
law, an accessory to murder can 
be charged with murder. 

Fellow gang member Shaun 
Fogle, 21, of Wheeling was con-
victed last November. 

Rayon Sampson, 22, a Wheel-
ing resident who prosecutors 
say beat Risenzon to death, 
awaits trial. 

Defense attorney William 
Davies presented a short open-
ing argument, telling jurors that 
just because two other defen-
dants are involved in the case 
doesn't mean Benavides is 
guilty. Davies also asked them to 
pay attention to contradictions 
in witnesses' testimony. 

That followed Dillon's longer 
opening argument, in which he 
told the jury that Benavides 
signed a confession admitting 
his part in what was supposed 
to be a "grab n' go" robbery until 
Risenzon resisted. 

Alla Risenzon testified she 
became worried when she 
couldn't reach her husband by 
telephone at the store. Her 
sister, Paula Gutnik, went to 
check on him but found Risen-
zon slumped between the cash 
register and wall, his forehead 
stained with blood. 

The trial continues today in 
Rolling Meadows. 

place and a different plant to 
make sure it was safe." 

The problem appears to 
have originated either at the 
dairy or the milk distributor. 
Goldstein said two students in 
a Waukegan school district 
that uses the same dairy and 
diStributor also-  had ' similar 
symptoms the same day. 

All the bad milk had an ex-
piration date of April 27, 11 
days beyond the date on 
which it was served. Goldstein 
said there was no way of 
knowing the milk was bad 
until people started showing 
the symptoms. She said she 
was "very relieved" no one 
was seriously sickened by the 
milk.  

McAndrews said more de-
tails about what exactly was 
wrong with the milk will come 
once it has been tested.. 
• McAndrews,' said Sodexho 

officials responded quickly to 
the incident by removing the 
milk  from its inventory and 
finding a-  new supplier. So-
dexho informed parents of the 
incident through a letter that 
was sent home with students 
that same day. 1 , 

Bad milk sickens 
students, staff 



Mall developer 
may get $350,000 
from Wheeling 
BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 1-.23 -63 

Wheeling officials crafted 
some unprecedented quality-
control measures this week to 
help bring an upscale retail 
center to town. 

Trustees tentatively agreed to 
give a developer $350,000 in tax 
incentives to help build a 12-
store mall at 119-145 N. 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

However, the developer of the 
project known as Petersburg 
Plaza had to agree to adhere to 
a list of prohibited uses that will 
control the types of tenants 
there. 

"The board got burned a 
couple of years ago with the 
small out-lot next to Kmart," 
Village Manager Wally Douth-
waite said of the Kmart on 
Dundee Road. 

"Trustees were seduced, if 
Puott 'M 'a 1110H lulaund 
suns AEpSintli 
'urd 6 oi itlassi a)EM V . 

kee Avenue area is critical to 
long-range plans to develop a 
town center and upgrade 
Wheeling's image. 

The village won't be able to 
prevent currency exchanges 
and other uses from opening in 
Petersburg Plaza. 

Yet the developer will receive 
portions of the $350,000 in tax 
help based on a per-square-foot 
lease formula only if tenants 
meet with village approval. 

"I think it's fair for both the 
village and us," said William 
Hein, development consultant 
for the project. "I don't really 
care for the restriction, but they 
said they'd give us some lati-
tude and-let final decisions be 
made by staff." 

Hein also said he's convinced 
the development will eventually 
net the $625,000 in tax help he 
had told trustees last month he 
needed to build a high-end 
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DISTRICT 21 

Students at Twain and Poe 
elementary schools began 
complaining about stomach 
ashes around 1 p.m. that day, 
Said Pat McAndrews, District 
2i,, . accounting supervisor. 
Those who drank the bad milk 
experienced such symptoms 
as nausea, vomiting and diar-
rhea. None required medical 
treatment , outside of school, 
and all who experienced 
symptoms were back at school 
the next day. 

The, bad milk was also 
fit:4nd at?Tarkington Elemen-
tart School, and Holmes Mid-
dle School, but no one at ei-

. ther school became ill. 
Bonnie Goldstein, spokeS-

woman from District 21's food 
service provider, Sodexho, 
said: symptoms came quickly, 
which immediately suggested 
that the problcrns probably 
stemmed from milk. ' 

"We:;. pulled the milk right 
Goldstein said. "We 

gothwwpailk from a different 

ver e next 
five years. 

Trustees say they prefer to 
pay for the projects with cash 
they can raise, rather than 
borrow. Trustee Trevor Leh-
mann said he is "not excited" 
about adding another $6.7 mil-
lion to the village's debt. 

Lehmann suggested the 
board increase its natural gas 
and electricity use taxes, 
which were just enacted in 
September. 

Mondschain said the 1 per-
cent tax generates about 
$520,000 a year for the village. 
Increasing the tax to 2.5 per- 

Capital improvement ex-
penditures are expected to 
total $7.2 million next year 
and $33.6 million over five 
years. Some of next year's 
projects are being funded by 
grant money or tax increment 
financing funds. Other reve-
nue sources include the motor 
fuel tax, the local sales tax and 
a onetime $1 million infusion 
from village reserve funds. 

"These projects have been 
on the back burner for years," 
Trustee Dean Argiris said. 
"We need to bite the bullet. 
We need to move ahead. We 
need to get this done." 

RIC ROL 
Daily Herald Staff WriierT'Al 

Needing $2,000 to bail his 
gang leader out of jail in August 
1999, Raymond Benavides 
agreed to serve as the lookout 
for aWheeling jewelry store rob-
bery a Cook County prosecutor 
said Thesday. 

By the time his two accom-
plices finished the heist, the 
prosecutor said, jewelry store 
owner Emil Risenzon of Buffalo 
Grove lay dead on the floor, the 
victim of a vicious metal pipe 
attack 

"They say that you can't put a 
value to a human life. That 
every life is priceless," Assistant 
State's Attorney John Dillon told 
jurors at the opening of Bena-

-vides' trial Tuesday. "They put 
the value of the life of Emil 
Risenzon, the victim in this 
case, at $2,000." 

Benavides, 22, of 416 S. 
Edward St. in Wheeling, is 
charged with the murder and 
armed robbery of Risenzon, a 
47-year-old Ukrainian immi-
grant. 

Risenzon was less than a 
week away from becoming a 
U.S. citizen when he was killed 
at Wheeling Jewelry and Repair, 
251 E. Dundee Road. 

Prosecutors aren't alleging 
Benavides, who wore a purple 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF MUTER 

Bad milk found in four 
Wheeling Elementary School 
District 21 schools made 26 
stUdents and two staff mem-
bers ill April 16.  

dress shirt, tie, tan pants and 
thick-rimmed glasses to court, 
hit Risenzon. But under state 
law, an accessory to murder can 
be charged with murder. 

Fellow gang member Shaun 
Fogle, 21, of Wheeling was con-
victed last November. 

Rayon Sampson, 22, a Wheel-
ing resident who prosecutors 
say beat Risenzon to death, 
awaits trial. 

Defense attorney William 
Davies presented a short open-
ing argument, telling jurors that 
just because two other defen-
dants are involved in the case 
doesn't mean Benavides is 
guilty. Davies also asked them to 
pay attention to contradictions 
in witnesses' testimony. 

That followed Dillon's longer 
opening argument, in which he 
told the jury that Benavides 
signed a confession admitting 
his part in what was supposed 
to be a "grab n' go" robbery until 
Risenzon resisted. 

Alla Risenzon testified she 
became worried when she 
couldn't reach her husband by 
telephone at the store. Her 
sister, Paula Gutnik, went to 
check on him but found Risen-
zon slumped between the cash 
register and wall, his forehead 
stained with blood. 

The trial continues today in 
Rolling Meadows..  

place and a different plant to 
make sure it was safe." 

The problem appears to 
have originated either at the 
dairy or the milk distributor. 
Goldstein said two students in 
a Waukegan school district 
that uses the same dairy and 
diStributor also had similar 
symptoms the same day. 

All the bad milk had an ex-
piration date of April 27, 11 
days beyond the date on 
which it was served. Goldstein 
said there was no way of 
knowing the milk was bad 
until people started showing 
the symptoms. She said she 
was "very relieved" no one 
was seriously sickened by the 

McAndrews said more de-
tails about what exactly was 
wrong with the milk will come 
once it has been tested. 

McAndrewsi said Sodexho 
officials responded quickly to 
the incident by removing the 
milk from its inventory and 
finding a-  new supplier. So-
dexho informed parents of the 
incident tkvough a letter that 
was sent home with students 
that same day. 

"We have;,a system in place 
for emergencies like this," 
McAndrews said. "It showed 
,us our emergency process is 
effective in dealing with 
something like this." 

Bad milk sickens 
students, staff 



Smith during his unsuccessful bid for 
Wheeling Township Democratic com-
mitteeman in the spring of 2002. But 
last week, he questioned whether that 
was appropriate. 

"These are things we need to be 
careful of," he said. 

The trustees said they gave no sec-
ond thought to accepting the signs, be-
cause, they said, they had no financial 
interest in the project. 

And they also said that the dona-
tions did not influence their decision 
to grant design approval to Smith's 
project at the same April 14 meeting. 

"I've been sitting on this board for 
too long for someone to buy my vote," 
Abruscato said. 

The board's next step will be to 
grant final approval for the entire proj- 

ect. After that, the board will have to 
vote on whether to grant tax incre-
ment finance money that Smith will 
request for the project. 

Smith has yet to determine how 
much he will ask for, but he said the 
development cannot be completed 
without millions of dollars in funding 
that will pay for utility improvements 
and other aspects of the project. 

"To be a reality, (the project) needs 
TIF money," Smith said. "I can start 
the process without it, but I know it 
must be funded with TIF in order to 
do it." 

Village Attorney Pat Lucansky, who 
drafted the village's new ethics ordi-
nance and who also helped write cur-
rent state ethics laws, said the trustees 

(Continued on page 9) 

Trustees change Wheeling's ethics ordinance 
BY CASS CLIATT about whether conflicts of 

Daily Herald Staff Writer II r23interest can arise from accept- 
ing campaign donations from 
businesses that might have 
issues before the board. 

"There's no employment 
relationship, so it wouldn't be a 
statutory conflict," village 
counsel Patrick Lucansky said. 
"But even,if it's a common-law 
conflict, the result would be 
that it would void the contract 
if you didn't abstain from 
voting." 

Under Wheeling's amended 
ethics ordinance, the village  

attorney will investigate allega-
tions of conflicts of interest, 
while alleged violations of State 
Gift Ban laws will go to Illinois' 
legislative ethics commission. 

Any board members involved 
in an ethics complaint —
whether as the accused or the 
complainant — will be banned 
from voting on developments 
or other issues at the center of 
the complaint. 

The previous system called 
on trustees to send ethics com-
plaints filed against elected and 
appointed officials to five resi- 

dents appointed by the village 
president. 

Trustees last December post-
poned a vote on doing away 
with the local commission after 
former Village President Sheila 
Schultz and other community 
members spoke out against 
changing an ordinance that 
established one of the state's first 
ethics boards. Wheeling formed 
its board in 1975 as a commit-
ment to upright government 
after a federal crackdown of 
extortion and corruption sent 
Wheeling officials to prison in  

1974. Village President Greg 
Klatecki said he approved of the 
measure. 

"I think a lot of things change 
in the state," Klatecki said of the 
fact that ethics laws didn't exist 
when Wheeling formed its board 
27 years ago. 

"If you don't change too," 
Klatecki said, "you'll still be in 
the 1990s while everyone else is 
in the 2000s." 

Wheeling's ethics board had 
processed only one complaint 
since its formation. It hadn't met 
in two years. 

After months of debate, 
Wheeling trustees this week 
voted to do away with the vil- 
lage's historic ethics 
commission. 

Trustees approved changes 
to an ethics ordinance they've 
said will strengthen enforce-
ment by sending complaints 
directly to the state via the vil-
lage attorney. 

The unanimous vote came 
after ironing out final questions 

• Campaign signs give trustees the jitters 
signs will present a conflict. 

Smith, a Wheeling resident and po-
litical supporter of the three trustees, 
is the developer of Prairie Park, a pro-
posed upscale condominium project 
on Wheeling's north side that will in-
clude 306 units. 

Argiris questioned whether accept-
ing the signs would somehow prevent 
the village from entering into a con-
tract with Smith entitling him to vil-
lage development funds. He raised the 
topic during discussion about the vil-
lage's new ethics ordinance, which the 
board approved April 14. 

Abruscato and Heer accepted the 
signs during their recent re-election 
campaign. They both won four-year 
terms to the board April 1. 

Argiris said he accepted signs from 

p 
uit.i.ice up DUI arrests 

By CASEY MOFFITT have as great an impact on the community," 
Pilewski said. • 

Napci-v-ille topped suburban communities 
Wheeling police officials erg rill an almost 40 with 961 DUI arrests. Perennial DUI arrest 

percent increase in DUI arrests to enhanced leader Buffalo Grove dropped to seventh on 
enforcement made possible by state grant the list this year with 510 DUI arrests. 
money that helped pay for more officers on the Chicago, which is placed in its own category, street. had 6,470 DUI arrests in 2002, up from 6,016 

Wheeling police officers made 78 more DUI last year. 
arrests in 2002 than in 2001, according to a sur- The Alliance has conducted an annual sur- 
vey conducted by the Alliance Against Intoxi- vey of Illinois police departments since 1990 to 
catcd Motorists. determine how many DUI arrests they make 

The Schaumburg-based organization re- and to give recognition to the most productive 
leases the number of DUI arrests each Illinois departments and officers. 
police department makes every year. Wheeling The study found that. the regions of the state 
increased its DUI arrests from 204 in 2001 to with the strongest DUI enforcement are Du- 
282 in 2002, an rrrc, ,,; 38.2 pvieetit. Page and Lake counties. The northwest sub- 

Wheeling ranked 25th among Illinois police urbs account for six of the state's top depart-
departments in DUI arrests in 2002, compared ments. 
to 38th in 2001. Alliance Director Charlene Chapman cred- 

Wheeling Police Chief John Popadowski said ited police and village leadership for the high 
use of Safe Communities Grants given by the DUI arrest numbers. She said keeping DUI en-
Illinois Department of Transportation's Traffic forcement at a high level is difficult because 
Safety Division have helped the department lawyers and the public have sought ways to cir- 
enforce DUI laws. cumvent current laws. 

"We owe some of that (success) in being able "First of all, it is a very unglamorous arrest. 
to spend more money," Popadowski said. Police never know the people whose lives they 
"With the use of the grants, we're able to send are saving and never see the immediate results 
out special enforcement teams and set up road- of the arrest," she said. "When cases get to the 
side safety checks." courts, police often face difficult grilling on the 

Tom Pilewski, safe communities coordinator stand from lawyers who specialize in DUI de-
for the department, said Wheeling police have fense. The whole thing is a distasteful experi-
received between $130,000 and $140,000 in Safe ence." 
Communities Grants each of the last four Popadowski said Wheeling has increased its 
years. Some of that money is also used for edu- DUI arrests each year since 1998, when it re-
rational and awareness programs to combat corded 108. 
(hunk driving. — Staff writer Patrick Corcoran contributed 

"If you do iiist one or the other, it doesn't to this report. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
TAFF WRIJE ,4,  

Wheeling's new ethics ordinance 
prompted trustees to question whether 
it is appropriate for Village Board 
members to accept campaign signs 
from a developer with plans pending 
before the board. 

Three trustees — Judy Abruscato, 
Robert Heer and Dean Argiris — said 
they had accepted a donation of signs 
from Mark Smith of Smith Family 
Construction. 

A discussion at the April 14 Village 
Board meeting raised the possibility 
that this might be a conflict of interest, 
jeopardizing Smith's proposal for a 
condominium project. But a village at-
torney said he doubts the donated 

were not in violation of the 
state gift ban act because the 
yard signs were given as an 
in-kind campaign contribu-
tion. 

He also said the trustees 
could not be found in criminal 
violation of the new village or-
dinance because they have no 
financial interest in the proj-
ect. 

But he did say the trustees' 
actions may open the village 
to a common-law complaint 
that could lead to the voiding 
of the contract if it is de-
termined that their votes were 
somehow influenced by the 
campaign donations. But even 
that action, he said, is "far-
fetched." 

"It would be a bit of a 
stretch," Lucansky said. 
"Often if someone works on a 
campaign or gives a donation, 
that doesn't necessarily mean 
they expect something back. 
... But they should look very 
carefully at the facts (before 
voting on the TIF contract)." 

Lucansky pointed out that 
the granting of TIF incentives 
includes recommendations 
from the village staff. If the 
staff recommends the incen-
tive and trustees agree with 
the recommendation, it would 
be difficult to find any of them 
in violation of the ethics ordi-
nance, Lucansky said. 

"They should review all of 
the facts, and if there are any 
questions, they should abstain 
(from voting)," he said. "The 
area of conflicts of interest is 
one of the least-understood in 
municipal law." 

Y-c STAFF WRITER 



Wheeling delays vote on building plan 

The hot debate over whether 
developers are dictating the 
path of Wheeling's future unex-
pectedly surfaced again 
Monday. 

In a surprise move, Wheeling 
trustees put off a vote meant to 
put the final stamp of approval 
on a village-wide redevelop-
ment plan designed to help 
Wheeling upgrade its image. 

Some trustees said they were 
vexed the village board was 
preparing to approve the plan, 
knowing Wheeling is in talks 
with a developer that would 
build contrary to its vision. 

Wheeling plan commissioners 
developed the comprehensive 
plan through 15 months of com-
munity meetings, public 
hearings and workshops. It 
includes proposals to develop a 
town center and improve the vil-
lage's single-family housing 
stock, among other develop-
ment goals for the next 20 years. 

Village President Greg Klatecki 
revealed Monday Wheeling has 

this thing out by 

contradicting it" 

Kenneth Brady, 
plan commission chairman 

been receptive to a developer 
hoping to build an undisclosed 
retail center on one of the vil-
lage's last large parcels, bordered 
by Buffalo Grove and McHenry 
roads. 

The proposed comprehensive 
plan directs the village to use 
that parcel to develop high-end, 
single-family housing to help 
balance a residential stock dom-
inated by condominiums in 
Wheeling. 

Trustee Patrick Horcher ques-
tioned why Wheeling spent 
$100,000 to develop a new com-
prehensive plan, only to violate 
it immediately. 

"We paid for the best plan for 
the village — we accept that's 
what this is," Horcher said. "We 
should stick to this."  

Village President Greg Klate-
cki said he couldn't give 
Horcher his assurance that if 
Wheeling approved the plan, 
the board would turn away 
developers for the Buffalo 
Grove parcel that didn't con-
form to it. 

"If CDW calls us and looks at 
that corner and they look at 
their sales and we see they can 
bring a lot of tax revenue to the 
village, I would accept that," 
Klatecki said, speaking hypo-
thetically. "The good of the 
village outweighs the plan." 

Plan commission Chairman 
Kenneth Brady spoke out to ask 
trustees to schedule a work- 
shop between plan 
commissioners and trustees to 
find compromises. Trustees 
agreed. 

Some questioned returning 
to the drawing board in the 
11th hour, but the majority said 
they want to approve a blue-
print for Wheeling's future that's 
right. 

"There's no point starting this 
thing out by contradicting it," 
Brady told the board. 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer . - 3 "There's no point starting 

     

 

Upscale liquor store gets OK - o (-/ 
A bpeCialtY WirIC and cheese shop received the blessing of 

the Village Board at. its April 12 meeting, although trustees 
were concerned it could devolve into a regular liquor store. 

CrOssitads Wine and St irits, to be located in the new North 
Star Shopping Plaza on' N firth Milwaukee Avenue, will not be 
allowed. to sell cigarettes, lottery tickSts or single-Serving alco-
holic beverages at the store, as trustees tried to restrict some of 
the periphery items sold at a typicalliquor store,' 

Instead, trustees said they wanted to ;see an' upscale shop 
dedicated to selling imported wines, cheeses, beer and other 
high-end liquors, like vodkas and single:in& scotches, as pro- 
posed by William Hein, a consultant of, the, North Star Plaza 
project, 

'I'd hate to see a guy buy a small. pint there, go sit by the 
fOitntain and drink it," said Thistee Dean Argiris, summing up 
be board's fears. , • 

The proposal came the Village Beard Without a recorn-
een dation from the Plan Commission, which wound up with 
4:3.3 yote on the proposa3.  

12.0sidents of Shadow Bend, which .hordet s North Star Plaza 
I o the ‘,4(214, were also concerned the store could become a typ-
ieal liquor store if sales were not able to keep the store afloat, 
lit;;cording to minutes of the Plan ,Commission hearing, • 

Crossroads Wine and Spirits still needs to apply for a liquor 
license before opening the store. 

  

   

   

  

• 

   

     

Second aockin' with the Cops' set for Saturday 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 7 "j9 

Wheeling poliCe think their 
experiment last year to help 
children see officers as people, 
beyond police squad cars and 
citation books, was successful. 

Police will give area fifth-, 
sixth- and seventh-graders 
another opportunity Saturday 
to spend time with officers in a 
social environment. 

The second annual "Rockin' • 

with the Cops" event is 
designed to help form bonds 
between Wheeling's school-age 
kids and police through a free 
night of swimming, games and 
eating. Kids will be able to 
dance to music provided by a DJ 
at the Wheeling Park District 
Recreation Center, 333 W. 
Dundee Road, and use the 
center's pool, basketball and 
volleyball facilities. 

"In some cases, these kids do 
not have many positive adult  

role models in their lives, and 
their perceptions of police offi-
cers are that we are individuals 
to avoid," Police Chief John 
Popadowski said. "Events like 
`Rockin with the Cops' allow the 
officers and kids a chance to 
establish relationships based on 
friendship and trust." 

Outreach programs are 
common in police departments, 
but Wheeling police pride them-
selves on hosting an event 
specifically for youths. 

Wheeling police held the first 
cops-and-kids event last 
December. 

Police were pleased atten-
dance topped 120 for the 
inaugural event, and the police 
department expects greater 
attendance Saturday. 

"We advertised it consider-
ably more this time," crime 
prevention officer Dorann 
Swanson said. 'And I think the 
kids that went last year really 
enjoyed it, so they're talking to  

their friends about it." 
Because of last year's 

response, the police depart-
ment is limiting participation to 
the first 350 children who sign 
up. 

Registration forms are avail-
able at Holmes and London 
middle schools and Wheeling 
grade schools. Students should 
turn them in to police liaison 
officers or homeroom teachers 
by Wednesday. For information, 
call (847) 459-2990. 

Reward offered for wagon 5--- / 
A Wheeling business is offering a $2,000 reward for the re-

turn of a wooden wagon that was stolen over two months ago 
from the corner of Milwaukee Avenue and Wolf Road. 

Jim Biebrach, president of Snow Systems, Inc., said the 
wagon, made in 1910, was sitting outside for years behind the 
tree line along Milwaukee Avenue when it was stolen. He 
said the wagon was left there so it could weather to give it an 
antique look. • 

"We wanted to put it in front of our,  building," Biebrach 

said. 
The wagon is 12 feet long and 5 feet wide. Biebrach said a 

trailer had be used in the theft. He said he has no idea who 
may have taken it or why. 4. 

"We've had a lot of guesses," he said. "We didn't think 
there was a market for something like that, or' a need or a 
want." 

Biebrach said tips or the return of the wagon can be made 
anonymously. Anyone witlp information about the wagon 
should call (847) 808-7800. 

_orknns to be demolished 
silake room for nog e3 

Ribbon thief 
takes week off 

The mystery of the disap-
pearing Lexington Drive yel-
low ribbons remains unsolved, 
but the good news is that the 
ribbons stayed up for a whole 
week after being taken down 
three times in six days. 

As the Wheeling Country-
side reported May 1, members 
of AMVETS Post 66 and the 
Regina Council of the Knights 
of Columbus at St. Joseph the 
Worker Church had put up 
ribbons along major streets all 
over town as a show of sup-
port for U.S. troops serving 
overseas. However, the rib-
bons along Lexington Drive 
were taken down. 

Don Wennerstrom, a mem-
ber of both organizations 
sponsoring the ribbon cam-
paign, said the current batch 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

of ribbons along . Lexington 
has stayed up since April 28, 
one day after they disap-
peared for the third time. 

"They've been up all week," 
he said Monday. "Hopefully 
they'll leave them up, but 
we'll see." 

The ribbons had disap-
peared without a trace on 
April 22, April 24 and April 27. 
All 136 ribbons were taken off 
the trees each time, and not a 
shred of ribbon was left be-
hind. 

The Wennerstroms and 
their friends replaced the rib-
bons each time they were re-
moved; and they believe it 
looks like the ribbon bandit 
may have been licked. 

"I hope they will stay up 
until some kind of treaty is 
signed, or (the troops) all 
come home," said We 
trom's wife, Pinky. 
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Me H0177.01 -  Children's--
Academy will tome - down . to 
make way for an upscale, single-
family communi:y as the '..Vheel-
ing Village Board approved a new 
housing deN.i1opment on 
Schoenbeck Road 

The AlitrotT Group of rling-
ton Heights planS to build 18 new 
homes on the 7-acre lot where the 
child-care center stands. 

1)-avid Allitroff, 3wrier of the de-
velepir_ent Company, : said he 
would like - to get construction 
ci on the site in July, meaning 
Horizons will have to find a new 
location this summer 

"Obviously, we're going to 
have to tear .the school down," 
Mitroff said. "We'll have to wait 
for (Horizons) to'move: It looks 
like it'll be early July when we 
can get our crews started." 

Susan Sdove 'Dash, executive 
director and founder of Horizons, 
said no new location has been 
identified as of yet for the center 

_ "Vve've been in the process of 
families that might have bought 
a condominium in town and 
want to move into a house. They 
hope more single-family homes 
will keep residents in Wheeling. 

Ilustees requested the 
builder construct- a fence along 
the rear property lines of the 
homes abutting Tarkington Ele-
mentary School 'Thustees said  

looking,* she said  "We have a lot' 
of leadi, but we're not hearing 
big splash right now.".  _ _ 

Tash said Horizons had foimd 
a location in Arlington Heights, 
but zoning codes prevented the 
center from moving there. Tash 
said the building was zoned for 
industrial use which is not com-
patible with a child-care center 

Howeve4 Tash said she ex-
pects a new location will be found _ 
SOM. • - - • . - 

News is forthcoming," she 
said. "There's a lot of wonderful 
Property around." - 

- Tash said the academy's board 
wants to stay in Wheeling Town-
ship, where Horizons has been 
since it opened in 1974. Horizons 
has been at its Schoenbeck Road 
location since 1987. She said the 
board decided to sell its building 
because of increased =As for 
utilities and declining enroll-
ment_ 

Tash said Horizons is still ac-.  
cepting new children who wish to 
enroll in its programs. 

Mitroff said the company is 
still developing designs for the 

they believed residents will want 
some barrier between their prop-
erty and children playing in the 
school's field. 

Mitroff said he is willing to 
build the fence, but he called the 
idea a `Mistake," believing peo-
ple might like easy access to the 
school and the field. 

"Most people (buying there) 

-homes-it Vvilrbuild, but he-ex: 
pacts each home will be at least 
3,000 iquare feet, built with higl_ 
quality materials and each Widi'a 
garage. 

"IheY will be classical, tradi-
tional, mgle-family homes," 
Mitroff said. "We're putting up-
scale treatments in all the homes. 
I think it will be a real nice corn-
munity" 

Mitroff said he expects the de-
velopment to be similar to the 
Wind Mill subdivision in -Pala-
tine, which Mitroff built in the 
early 1990s: Homes there have 
sold for as much as $750,000, 
Nlitroff said. 

austees, who approved the 
_Mitroff proposal April 26, have_ 
been searching for a develOPei-
willing to build single-family 
homes in the village. A majority 
of Wheeling's housing stock is in' 
multifamily buildings, and most 
new residential construction has 
been condominiums and town 
houses. 

'llus.tees have said there is a 
lack of a "move-up market" for 

(Continued on page 10) 
7 - 

will most likely have kids, and I 
know if I had kids I would like to 
take them out to the field to throw 
the ball around or something," he 
said. "It takes the choice away 
from the homeowner" 

Casey Moffitt can be reached 
at emoffitt@pioneerloccd.com. 

Children': academy will remain open in new location 
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Banners designed to create 

Illustration courtesy of village of Buffalo 
Grove 

This sample shows how the 
banners that may hang along 
portions of Milwaukee Avenue 
could look. 

llosos Aigunuo ou 
Joj ono ampaia 

farthest north, the Prairie View 
corridor would be along Half 
Day Road. It would include 

Village staffers outlined Stevenson High School and the 
major Greater Buffalo Grove Vernon Township Library at the 
corridors in a preliminary pres- east  end and the Arboretum 

entation to the Village Board.  golf  course and 'Pin Groves 
The sections would be high- Middle School at the west end. 
lighted with street banners The new Arboretum clubhouse, 
bearing a logo for each corridor.  the  Woodlands shopping center, 
The logos would symbolize Condell Acute Care Center and 
some of the amenities along the  the  Prairie View train station 

corridor, be they schools, parks,  are other amenities in this cor- 
businesses or other destina- ridor. 

Lake-Cook: This corridor 
bons. 

 

"It's intended to be a corn- would run along Lake-Cook 
rnunity resource," said Village Road, taking in stores not actu- 
Manager Bill Balling. ally in the village, such as Wal- 

Mart Target and Sam's Club, as  
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The corridors would be iden-
tified on a map on the village 
Web site. Clicking on each sec-
tion would produce a list of 
places in that area with links to 
each business's or organiza- 
tion's Web site. 

Village officials suggested 
the following corridors: 

Prairie View. Located the 

well as the Chase Plaza, Buffalo 
Grove Golf Course, St. Mary 
Church and Chevy Chase golf 
course. 

Dundee Villages: The name 
reflects the way sections of Buf-
falo Grove, Arlington Heights 
and Wheeling intersect like 

• 
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Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

Wheeling police Detective Jim Plovanich will embark on a 
walk across Wyoming in July. The walk benefits a children's 
advocacy group. 

LI said to myself, 
One of these days, 
I'm going to walk 
across Wyoming. J 

said it is a difficult for police of-
ficers to get a child to recount 
their abuse without proper 
training or knowing specific in-
terviewing techniques. Coun-
selors from the CAC are 
typically the ones to get child 
victims to describe what hap-
pened to them, while a police 
officer, a representative from 
the Department of Children 
and Family Services and an as-
sistant district attorney watch 
through a one-way mirror. 

"They do so much," Plo-
vanich said. "They coordinate 
everything." 

Typically, the victim only 

has to recall the abuse to the 
counselor, and not in the court-
room, which can also be trau-
matic to the victim. 

The CAC is a nonprofit or-
ganization that depends on do-
nations from individuals and 
businesses, which prompted 
Plovanich to help. 

Plovanich said he has re-
ceived a lot of support from the 
Police Department, the CAC 
and his family. A fellow detec 
tive, Joe Licardi, even paid for 
his plane ticket to go out to 
Wyoming. 

"At first, they laughed at 
me," Plovanich said. "But 
everybody from the (police) 
chief on down has been com-
pletely supportive in helping 
out." 

Plovanich said his wife, Con-
cetta, has also been supportive. 
She is the one who mapped out 
Plovanich's route and booked 
the roadside motel rooms and 
campgrounds he will be stay- 

(Continued on page 14) 

Horizons finds new home 
4Horizons Childr  en's Academy is under contract to relocate 

t r,'.4nitn.i.int Prospect. The early learning center is moving to 
make way for a residential development. 

rl PO:3m Sclave-Tash, Horizons' executive director, said the 
atOder* will be moving to 1001 Aiehanville Drive, provided • 
the, Mount Prospect Village Roan approves the use for the in-
thiStrial, burilcling. 5c).ove-Ta;;h cal ed the new place a 414eat 

just two doors down from a park. 
Selare•Tash said she is still unsure Mien Horizons will 

rniive, since it still needs to go through the permitting process 
in Mount. Prospect to run its operation there. How long that 
takes will dictate when Horizons will move. 

;Etitrresentatives from the Mitroff Group, the development 
company building the 18-home single-family community at the 
Horizons site, are hoping to begin construction there in July. 

ScloyeTash said Horizons might have to find a temporary , 
1o4aticiit.before moving into its new facility. . . 

pite its upcotning move, Sclove-Tash said Horizons is 
St411 il.):17tpting new students into its day-care. preschool ands 
kit idE'r- garter). programs. 

Man ticketed for stealing ribbons 
A man who police ticketed for taking down the yellow rib-

bons along Lexington Drive said he did so because he believed 
the E;how of supped for U.S. troops in Iraq was "oppressive." 

"1 believe this was done by a small group of activists who got 
the support of the authorities to impose their political opinion. 
I'd rather not see them in my neighborhood," said Gerard . 
Neufeld. 

Wheeling police issued a ticket to Neufeld, who lives at 1101 
Wildberry and in the Lexington Commons subdivision, May 
7 after they caught him taking down yellow ribbons from trees 
and street signs at 12:11 a.m. He was charged with vandalism 
and has a court date of June 19 in Cook County Circuit Court 
in Rolling Meadows. 

Members of AMVETS Post 66 and the Regina Chapter of the 
Knights of Columbus at St. Joseph the Worker Church put the 
ribbons up only to see them taken down on three occasions. 
Members of both organizations have been putting the ribbons 
up all over town, but only the Lexington Drive ribbons were 
being removed. 

Don Wennerstrom, a member of both groups and a Lexing-
ton Commons resident, said he was surprised that one of his 
neighbors was ticketed for taking them dawn. Wennerstrom 
said the ribbons taken down by Neufeld were replaced the day 
after he was ticketed. -5"-- / 

■ Detective Continued from page 8 
ing overnight during N 

e
t 
•

0 0:3 the trip. while and that this wasn't ; 
"Rom day one my wife was corn-  decision he made." 

pletely supportive," he said. "She took it Plovanich said he belie 
as a challenge to book the motels and support will motivate him 
map the route."

"I know the thought of g CAC Director Mark Parr said he is--  always enter my head wi 
thrilled to know that people like Plo- there," he said. "You have • 
vanich hold the work the organization that desire to quit" 
performs for abused children in such 
high regard. He called Plovanich's pro-
posal "pretty inspiring' to the people 
that work at the CAC. 

Parr said he never doubted Plo-
vanich's sincerity of going on the jour-
ney 

"Nobody thought he was kidding, or 
that he wouldn't pull it off," Parr said. "I 
luiew that he had been training for. a 
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Detective out for 
no ordinary stroll 

Training time 

Training will help, too. 
by no means out of shape. 
marathons in the past., but 
miles a day for 10 to 12 hou 
13 days straight will be an ir 
ical strain. He said he has be 
4 miles a day, and walking 15 
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BY CASEY E. MOFFITT 

pv iSTAFF WRITER 

Wheeling police Detective 
Jim Plovanich has heard the 
words often since he an-
nounced his plan to walk across 
Wyoming this summer. 

"You're crazy" many people 
say, some in jest and others 
with real sincerity. 

Plovanich made a pledge to 
himself when he was 18 to walk 
across the state. His inspiration 
came from Vardis Fisher's 
novel, "Mountain Man," a story 
about a man who lived off the 
land in Utah and Wyoming. 
The novel was adapted into the 
1972 film `Jeremiah Johnson," 
starring Robert Redford. 

"I was fascinated by the 
country; the way he described 
it in the book," Plovanich said. 
"I said to myself, 'One of these 
days, I'm going to walk across 
Wyoming.' That was 30 years 
ago." 

Today, Plovanich is training 
for the walk and collecting do-
nations that will go to the Chil-
dren's Advocacy Center of 
Northwest Cook County in 
Hoffman Estates when he fin-
ishes. He plans to walk along 
Route 25 in Wyoming, which 
will take him from Sheridan, 
through Casper and eventually 
to Cheyenne, the state's capital. 
The walk will total 400 miles, 
which he plans to cover in 13 
days. 

"People do things like this 
all the time," Plovanich said. 
"I've donated to a number of 
charities before. The last one 
was for the Avon Walk for Can-
cer from Milwaukee to Chicago. 
I always thought it was noble 
thing for them to do." 

Once he made the decision -
and the commitment - to take 
the walk, Plovanich decided to 
turn it into a fund-raiser for the 
Children's Advocacy Center. 

"The CAC is something I re-
ally believe in," he said. "There 
are all kinds of causes out 
there, but I truly believe in this 
one." 

Pulling for the CAC 
Plovanich's duties as a de-

tective with the Wheeling Po-
lice Department introduced 
him to the CAC. He has been 
working with the organization 
for about six years. The CAC 
works with children who have 
been abused physically and 
sexually. 

Plovanich said CAC coun-
selors interview victims of 
abuse in a way most police offi- 

a.) • _cers or case workers cannot. He 
s O cs 
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Banners designed to create 
BY KIMBERLY FORNEK 

STAFF REPORTER 

Village staffers outlined six 
major Greater Buffalo Grove 
corridors in a preliminary pres-
entation to the Village Board. 
The sections would be high-
lighted with street banners 
bearing a logo for each corridor. 
The logos would symbolize 
some of the amenities along the 
corridor, be they schools, parks, 
businesses or other destina-

tions. 
"It's intended to be a com-

munity resource," said Village 

farthest north, the Prairie View 
corridor would be along Half 
Day Road. It would include 
Stevenson High School and the 
Vernon Township Library at the 
east end and the Arboretum 
golf course and Twin Groves 
Middle School at the west end. 
The new Arboretum clubhouse, 
the Woodlands shopping center, 
Condell Acute Care Center and 
the Prairie View train station 
are other amenities in this cor-
ridor. 

Lake-Cook: This corridor 
would run along Lake-Cook 
Road, taking in stores not actu- 
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crease from $4 to $5 per credit 
hour. The total tuition cost in-
cluding fees would be about 
$73 per credit hour or about 
$2,197 per year for 30 credit 
hours. 

The increases mean an ad-
ditional $500,000 to the school 
next year. 

Harper officials said the 
money will offset about 60 
percent in expected state 
budget cuts. 

"We're asking (students) to 
shoulder a portion of what the 
state is (taking away)," Harper 
College President Robert 
Breuder said. 

Board Chairwoman Kris 
Howard said students' costs 
increase when equipment 
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state Property Tax Appeals 
Board by local businesses, 
Harper officials estimate, will 
drain another $1.7 million 
from the budget, about 
$900,000 of which would be 
from the education fund. 

Ironically, one of the grants 
the state is projected to cut is 
about $289,000 to assist busi-
nesses and industry to train 
their workers. 

"My recommendation to 
(stimulate) discussion on this 
matter is to go up to $6 or 
more per credit hour to com-
pensate for the loss from 
PTAB. An increase of $4 could 
generate $1 million and cover 
PTAB loss," Breuder said. 

Trustee Patrick Botterman 
said he is against raising tui-
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laces, as wen ab use pet spet.tavc in malty 
"While I must certainly learn my way around the workings of 
the commission, it will always be my goal to help the airport 
and the community learn how to work more closely together." 

Dourlain will serve the remaining 11 months left on Wayne 
Wisinski's term. Wisinski recently resigned from the commis-
sion. 

Businesses donate to Lehmann benefit 
Wheeling businesses have donated all sorts of items and 

services for the upcoming benefit dinner for Wheeling Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann scheduled for Tuesday. 

Dean Argiris, fellow trustee and organizer of the event, said 
many Cubs tickets and gift certificates have been donated by 
local businesses for the raffle to be held that night. Local restau-
rants are also donating food and beverages to be served that 
evening. Argiris said he has also received donations to pay for 
tables and chairs. 

"Everything for the night, so far, is donated," Argiris said. 
lot of people really wanted to do something." 

The benefit dinner, to be held at North American Jet, 1011 S. 
Wolf Road, will help Lehmann in his battle against Lou 
Gehrig's disease. Lehmann was diagnosed with the disease, 
which has no known cure, in March. 

Tickets for the benefit are still available. Tickets are $50 each 
and can be ordered by sending a check to the Trevor R. 
Lehmann Benefit Rind, cio Cows Bank, 125 McHenry Road, 
Wheeling, IL 60090. Tickets include dinner, beverages and en-
tertainment. The event is scheduled to run from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
May 25. For more information, call Argiris at (847) 845-6990 or .„, 
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Eight recaptured cattle sit in their pen at the Wedgewood Riding Center in Wheeling Saturday 
morning. The steers had escaped Thursday night and had been wandering around in the 
Potawatomi Woods Forest Preserve until captured and brought back by suburban cowboys. At 
the time this picture was taken, two steers remained at large, but they were caught and 
returned to the Wedgewood Riding Center early Saturday afternoon. 

agreed that the weather could 
have played a role in the ani-
mal's escape. She completed 
her ride Thursday before the 
storms set in and the excite-
ment started. 

"If they are scared, and one 
starts pushing on the gate, they 
all start pushing," said 
Scharba, who lives in Mount 
Prospect. 

Romer said she had no idea 
how the steer got loose. Wedge-
wood, Romer said, has kept 
steer for the past 30 years, as 
long as her family has owned 
and operated the facility in 
Wheeling. She said Wheeling 
village officials knew the steer 
were there. 

"They've known we've had 
them here," she said. "We 

Steer clear 
Herd back at Wheeling riding center; owners face Cook County violation 

BY DAVID KIRKPATRICK 
MANAGING EDITOR 

- - 
It took a little while, but the 

cows finally came home. 
That was all that mattered to 

Wedgewood Riding Center 
owner Karen Romer late Sat-
urday morning, shortly after 
taking a cellular telephone call 
from a suburban cowboy who 
rustled up two remaining steer 
from a herd of 10 that escaped 
Thursday night. 

"I think we did a pretty good 
job getting them back, consid-
ering the area," Romer said. 
"I'm just glad we got them all 
back." 

The story, however, did not 
have a completely happy end-
ing. 

Cook Country Forest Pre-
serve District police issued a ci-
tation to Wedgewood for 
allowing the animals to roam 
free in the forest preserve, said 
spokesman Steve Mayberry. 
Wedgewood could be fined be-
tween $50 and $500 for the vio-
lation, Mayberry said. 

It took experienced horse-
back riders, ropers and a pro-
fessional cattle tracker and his 
trained dogs to get the herd 
back. 

No one at Wedgewood 
knows for sure how they broke 
to freedom, but John Stone, 
Wheeling's deputy police chief, 
said police officials believe an 
employee left a barn door un-
locked. 

Some at Wedgewood Satur-
day suggested the steer may 
have been spooked by storms 
Thursday night and forced 
their way out of their pen. 

"Animals react to lightning, 
thunder and storms in differ-
ent ways," said Iry Capitel of 
Long Grove, who boards his 
horse, Cowboy, at Wedgewood. 

Lisa Scharba, who boards 
Sox and Poco at Wedgewood, 

"If (the center) is very, very 
successful, they can capture 
$625,000," said Village Man-
ager Wallace Douthwaite. 
"The downside to the village 
is, if the $350,000 mark isn't 
(surpassed) we're out 
$350,000." 

The village will also have 
some control as to what ten-
ants will occupy the center, 
according to the agreement. A 
list of prohibited uses was de-
veloped by village staff and 
the developer. The list of the 
41 prohibited uses includes 
laundromats, currency ex-
changes, dry cleaners, thrift 
stores, video stores, arcades 
and tattoo and body-piercing 
parlors. 

Technically, the village can-
not prohibit the uses on the 
list. However, if undesirable 
tenants move into the center, 
the developer will not receive 
TIF dollars for the space 
leased to them. 

Village staff had recom-
mended against granting TIF 
incentives for the project. 
Douthwaite said the lack of 
TIF incentives was never de-
scribed as a "deal killer" by 
the developer when the proj-
ect was originally proposed to 
the village. 

"They haven't proved it's a 
necessity (to build)," Douth-
waite said. "You don't have to 
give (the incentive) away. and  

Wheeling, said he planned on 
talking about issuing a citation 
with police officials. 

Stone also said village offi-
cials asked that the steer be re-
moved from the stable about 18 
months ago. 

"We thought it was taken 
care of," he said. "About a year-
and-a-half ago, they were sup-
posed to move (the cattle) to a 
farm up north. I mean, we can't 
keep going up there for this." 

Ozanich said the steer were 
moved to Wisconsin at that 
time, and no citation was is-
sued. He also said village offi-
cials did not know more steer 
were brought back to the sta-
ble. 

"They keep them behind the 
building, so you can't see them 
unless you go onto the prop-
erty," he said. 

Ozanieh eaid he planned to 
talk to Wedgewood's owners 
this week about what to do with 
the animals. 

No danger 

According to Romer, the 
horse owners who board at 
Wedgewood and the suburban 
cowboys who searched for the 
animals, the steer are docile an-
imals and posed no threat to 
humans during their short 
taste of freedom. 

"They're not like you think 
of a bull," said Jim Meltreger, a 
seasoned horseback rider who 
helped round up the steer. 
"They are scared of people and 
horses. They are not a danger to 
anybody." 

"Cattle will not attack you," 
said boarder Ansel Edidin of 
Northbrook, who saddled up 
his horse, Hercules, Saturday 
and went for a ride. "They , 
might scare somebody. But 
they won't hurt anybody." 

(Continued on page 20)_ _ 
pete at a pretty high level,-  she 
said. 'They are a bunch of real 
coWboys." 

Wedgewood will be moving 
to Wauconda from ita WI teeing 
location in the next few trionths 

) make way for a Westin hotel 
development. No one at line rid-
ing center Saturday is Ivirt)y to 
see it leave. 

"It's sad we. have Io go," 
Romer said. "It's been a good 
operation for a lot of years." 

Staff writer Casey Moffitt 
contributed to this report. 

It is against Wheeling's mu-
nicipal code to keep cattle 
within village limits. Stone said 
no citation had been issued to 
Wedgewood as of Monday, how-
ever. Dan Ozanich, community 
development director  for 
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Where for sPort 

The herd that escaped has 
been at Wedgewood for about 
two weeks,: Romer said. They 
come frorn a farm in Spring- 

never hid them." 

Code violation 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

/-03  
Promises of up-scale ten-

ants and a shopping center 
that will look like few others 
in Wheeling prompted village 
officials to grant financial as-
sistance to the developer of 
Petersburg Plaza. 

At least $350,000 in tax in-
crement finance funds will be 
given to the developer of the 
future Petersburg Plaza, a 
new shopping center to be 
built on North Milwaukee 
Avenue just north of Dundee 
Road. The TIF funds can be.  
used for infrastructure and 
utility improvements. 

William Hein, working as a 
consultant on the project, ar-
gued the 12-store center de-
serves TIF incentives because 
the center will be built to 
higher standards than other 
shopping centers in Wheeling 
and will feature "up-scale" re-
tail shopping. Hein said con-
struction should start by early 
summer. 

"This is a very costly center, 
compared to others in Wheel-
ing," Hein said. 

The incentives do not come 
without conditions. According 
to the agreement, TIF dollars 
will only be doled out by the 
village as tenants fill the 12 
shops in the center up until 
2008. when any remaining 

Plaza owners get 
money to build 

• 

• 
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Eight recaptured cattle sit in their pen at the Wedgewood Riding Center in Wheeling Saturday 
morning. The steers had escaped Thursday night and had been wandering around in the 
Potawatomi Woods Forest Preserve until captured and brought back by suburban cowboys. At 
the time this picture was taken, two steers remained at large, but they were caught and 
returned to the Wedgewood Riding Center early Saturday afternoon. 

agreed that the weather could 
have played a role in the ani-
mal's escape. She completed 
her ride Thursday before the 
storms set in and the excite-
ment started. 

"If they are scared, and one 
starts pushing on the gate, they 
all start pushing," said 
Scharba, who lives in Mount 
Prospect. 

Romer said she had no idea 
how the steer got loose. Wedge-
wood, Romer said, has kept 
steer for the past 30 years, as 
long as her family has owned 
and operated the facility in 
Wheeling. She said Wheeling 
village officials knew the steer 
were there. 

"They've known we've had 
them here," she said. "We 

never hid them." 

Code violation 

It is against Wheeling's mu-
nicipal code to keep cattle 
within village limits. Stone said 
no citation had been issued to 
Wedgewood as of Monday, how-
ever. Dan Ozanich, community 
development director for 

ering the area," Romer said. 
"I'm just glad we got them all 
back." 

The story, however, did not 
have a completely happy end-
ing. 

Cook Country Forest Pre-
serve District police issued a ci-
tation to Wedgewood for 
allowing the animals to roam 
free in the forest preserve, said 
spokesman Steve Mayberry. 
Wedgewood could be fined be-
tween $50 and $500 for the vio-
lation, Mayberry said. 

It took experienced horse-
back riders, ropers and a pro-
fessional cattle tracker and his 
trained dogs to get the herd 
back. 

No one at Wedgewood 
knows for sure how they broke 
to freedom, but John Stone, 
Wheeling's deputy police chief, 
said police officials believe an 
employee left a barn door un-
locked. 

Some at Wedgewood Satur-
day suggested the steer may 
have been spooked by storms 
Thursday night and forced 
their way out of their pen. 

`Animals react to lightning, 
thunder and storms in differ-
ent ways," said Iry Capitel of 
Long Grove, who boards his 
horse, Cowboy, at Wedgewood. 

Lisa Scharba, who boards 
Sox and Poco at Wedgewood, 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 
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Promises of up-scale ten-

ants and a shopping center 
that will look like few others 
in Wheeling prompted village 
officials to grant financial as-
sistance to the developer of 
Petersburg Plaza. 

At least $350,000 in tax in-
crement finance funds will be 
given to the developer of the 
future Petersburg Plaza, a 
new shopping center to be 
built on North Milwaukee 
Avenue just north of Dundee 
Road. The TIF funds can be.  
used for infrastructure and 
utility improvements. 

William Hein, working as a 
consultant on the project, ar-
gued the 12-store center de-
serves TIF incentives because 
the center will be built to 
higher standards than other 
shopping centers in Wheeling 
and will feature "up-scale" re-
tail shopping. Hein said con-
struction should start by early 
summer. 

"This is a very costly center, 
compared to others in Wheel-
ing," Hein said. 

The incentives do not come 
without conditions. According 
to the agreement, TIF dollars 
will only be doled out by the 
village as tenants fill the 12 
shops in the center up until 
2008, when any remaining 
funds will be paid. 

The agreement also states 
that center owners could re-
ceive up to $625,000 in total 
TIF funds based on the 
amount of property taxes it 
generates above $350,000, 
which is what village finance 
officials estimate it will 
generate. 

"If (the center) is very, very 
successful, they can capture 
$625,000," said Village Man-
ager Wallace Douthwaite. 
"The downside to the village 
is, if the $350,000 mark isn't 
(surpassed) we're out 
$350,000." 

The village will also have 
some control as to what ten-
ants will occupy the center, 
according to the agreement. A 
list of prohibited uses was de-
veloped by village staff and 
the developer. The list of the 
41 prohibited uses includes 
laundromats, currency ex-
changes, dry cleaners, thrift 
stores, video stores, arcades 
and tattoo and body-piercing 
parlors. 

Technically, the village can-
not prohibit the uses on the 
list. However, if undesirable 
tenants move into the center, 
the developer will not receive 
TIF dollars for the space 
leased to them. 

Village staff had recom-
mended against granting TIF 
incentives for the project. 
Douthwaite said the lack of 
TIF incentives was never de-
scribed as a "deal killer" by 
the developer when the proj-
ect was originally proposed to 
the village. 

"They haven't proved it's a 
necessity (to build)," Douth-
waite said. "You don't have to 
give (the incentive) away, and 
you shouldn't give it away." 

Hein said the incentive will 
guarantee a high-quality shop-
ping center. 

"This will be one of the fin-
est centers in the village of 
Wheeling," Hein said. "We're 
striving to upgrade Wheel-
ing's retail, so it's the wise 
thing to do."  

time, and no citation was is-
sued. He also said village offi-
cials did not know more steer 
were brought back to the sta-
ble. 

"They keep them behind the 
building, so you can't see them 
unless you go onto the prop-
erty" he said. 

Ozanich said he planned to 
talk to Wedgewood's owners 
this week about what to do with 
the animals. 

No danger 

According to Romer, the 
horse owners who board at 
Wedgewood and the suburban 
cowboys who searched for the 
animals, the steer are docile an-
imals and posed no threat to 
humans during their short 
taste of freedom. 

'They're not like you think 
of a bull," said Jim Meltreger, a 
seasoned horseback rider who 
helped round up the steer. 
'They are scared of people and 
horses. They are not a danger to 
anybody" 

"Cattle will not attack you," 
said boarder Ansel Edidin of 
Northbrook, who saddled up 
his horse, Hercules, Saturday 
and went for a ride. "They 
might scare somebody. But 
they won't hurt anybody." 

(Continued on page 20) - 
pete at a pretty high level;' she 
said. 'They are a bunch of real, 
cowboys." ' , 

Wedgewood will be moving 
h Walconda from its Wheeling 
location in the next few inoriths 
1( ) make way for a Westiti hotel 
development. No o,  le at lir rid-
ing center Saturday is hippy to 
see it leave. 

"It's sad we have to go," 
Romer said. "It's been a good 
operation for a lot of years." 

Staff writer Casey Moffitt 
contributed to this report. 
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been at Wedgewood for abOut 
two weeks, Romer said. They 
come from a farm in Spring- 
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Plan cc 
BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer • 

The blame for a delayed • 
on the redevelopment r 
meant to improve Wheeli 
image does not lie with the 
lage's plan commission, offi; 
say. 

Village staff deliberately 1 
commissioners in the c 
about talks of building a n 
store on one of Wheeling's 
significant parcels, said Vil 

Tantillo suprises 
with offer to buy 
land on Milwaukee 

By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

/ ^03 

A developer's sudden coun-
terproposal to buy land that 
village trustees have ex-
pressed interest in has stalled 
any development on the 
northeast corner of Milwau-
kee Avenue. 

William HeM, a consultant 
working for Tantillo Homes, 
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upscale retail mall on Milwau-
kee Avenue before time runs 
out on the tax aid the village 
can give to improve the area. 

Trustees approved $350,000 
in tax incentives for the Peters-
burg Place project set for 
119-145 N. Milwaukee Ave., but  

nesses and to build` a 3-lbot 
wrought-iron fence to hinder 
customers from parking next 
door. Commissioners also. 
asked Starbucks to put signs 
on the fence telling their cus-
tomers not to park at House of 
Rentals. • 

The proposal lnow heads to 
the Village Board, which has 
the final say on the project. 

not before questi 
trustee who wan 
Wheeling can as 
on its investment. 

Glenview des 
Babitsky plans t 
store mall that 
jeweler and high 
the caliber of 
and Haagen-Dazs 

The developme 
within Wheeling 
tax increment fi  

Trustee Judy Abruscato, who 
has yearned for a Starbucks in 
town, thinks the former Town 
Pantry is a "perfect place" for 
the coffee shop. 

"I think businesses are real-
izing that Wheeling is a differ-
ent community than per-
ceived by a lot of people," she 
said. 

Road and Milwaukee Avenue 
that village officials also have 
their eye on. 

Reports of the village's in-
terest in buying the Wedge-
wood Riding Center, Tantillo's 
property and the AAA Auto 
Sales site surfaced in March, 
just as Tantillo was working 
toward Plan Commission ap-
proval for a condominium de-
velopment on its property. 

Progress on that develop- 
• ent slowed after the village 

dicated they wanted to buy 
,....he parcels in question. Hein 

(Continued on page 9) 
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BY VERONICA GONZALEZ 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Two brand-new Chryslers 
dove off a semitrailer truck one 
after the other, crumpling into a 
mess reminiscent of a driver's 
ed film, after the truck failed to 
clear a pedestrian bridge. 

The truck struck the bridge at 
2:26 p.m. Wednesday on west-
bound Dundee Road in front of 
London Middle School in 
Wheeling. 

When the top of the truck hit 
the bridge — its height marked 
13 feet, 11 inches — two 2004 
Chrysler models, a Pacifica and 
Concorde, plummeted to the 
street. 

No one was injured. 
Westbound traffic was 

blocked for about 21/2  hours 
while tow trucks hauled the cars 
away. The concrete bridge also 
was closed until village inspec-
tors determined it was stable. 

The truck's driver, Kenneth A. 

Sunday of Camden, Mich., wa. Manager Wally Douthwaite. 
issued a ticket for driving ; Plan commissioners spen 
commercial vehicle with carmonths putting together a n p 
higher than 13 feet, 6 inches. 

He was driving a truck owneu 
by Cassens Transport Co., based 
in Edwardsville, Ill. 

It was unclear where the truck 
was going or coming from. 

The company hauls other 
brands of cars like Nissan, 
Honda, Hyundai, Mitsubishi, 
Subaru, Kia and Toyota to deal-
erships and rail yards, according 
to its Web site. 

The height of cargo is usually 
13 feet, 7 to 8 inches, said Rick 
Klein, a dispatcher from a Ster-
ling Heights, Mich., office. He 
said drivers are supposed to 
measure their cargo and know 
where low-clearance bridges are 
located. 

He said he did not know the 
truck's driver. 

The company's only other 
Michigan facility is in Detroit, 
and it ships Chryslers. 
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Developer Carl Bongiovanni has entered into a contract to sell the 
Emerald Hills II subdivision to Streamwood-based Kirk Corp. 
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2 new cars trashed 
as truck hits bridge 



By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER -- 
.5 -1-09 

Starbucks Coffee wants to move 
onto Milwaukee Avenue in Wheeling, 
taking over the empty Town Pantry 
building. 

Starbucks representatives appeared 
before the Wheeling Plan Commission 
April 24 to pitch the project, and it 
didn't take long for commissioners to 
hand a unanimously favorable recom-
mendation to the Village Board. 

"I like the fact that something is 
being done with the property," Com-
missioner David Cantwell said. "This 

is a use we've wanted for a long time 
in Wheeling." 

Starbucks development managers 
Michael Achim and Rick Lauer said 
they plan to operate a drive-through 
store with a walk-up window at the 
site. The main entrance and exit will 
be from Strong Avenue, with a right-
turn-only exit onto Milwaukee Ave-
nue. 

The plan also calls for 12 outdoor 
seats, with no indoor seating. 

Achim said Starbucks plans to use 
the existing 800-square-foot building 
for the shop, but some changes will be 
made to its appearance. 

nesses and to build a 3-foot 
wrought-iron fence to hinder 
customers from parking next 
door. Commissioners also 
asked Starbucks to put signs 
on the fence telling their cus-
tomers not to park at House of 
Rentals. 

The proposal now heads to 
the Village Board, which has 
the final say on the project. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato, who 
has yearned for a Starbucks in 
town, thinks the former Town 
Pantry is a "perfect place" for 
the coffee shop. 

"I think businesses are real-
izing that Wheeling is a differ-
ent community than per-
ceived by a lot of people." she 
said. 

Wally 
Douthwaite 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling gave the final OK 
this week to help build an 
upscale retail mall on Milwau-
kee Avenue before time runs 
out on the tax aid the village 
can give to improve the area. 

Trustees approved $350,000 
in tax incentives for the Peters-
burg Place project set for 
119-145 N. Milwaukee Ave., but 

not before questions from one 
trustee who wanted to ensure 
Wheeling can assure a return 
on its investment. 

Glenview developer Alex 
Babitsky plans to build a 12-
store mall that will attract a 
jeweler and high-end shops of 
the caliber of Caribou Coffee 
and Haagen-Dazs. 

The development's location is 
within Wheeling's Crossroads 
tax increment financing dis- 

Tantillo suprises Starbucks may brew on Milwau 
with offer to buy 
land on Milwaukee 

"It looks like a barn right r 
Achim said. "We want to 'de-bar 
We want to re-image it so it do 
look like 'Old MacDonald's Coffee 

Drive-through shops are a new 
so far successful, concept for 
bucks, Lauer said. The site will 
for about eight cars in the d 
through lane, and Lauer said the 
age wait time from the menu boa 
the window will be 5 to 7 min 
compared to 4 minutes inside a tyj 
Starbucks. 

Randy Wright, operator of 
House of Rentals that abuts the r 
erty to the north, told commissio 

By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

A developer's sudden coun-
terproposal to buy land that 
village trustees have ex-
pressed interest in has stalled 
any development on the 
northeast corner of Milwau-
kee Avenue. 

William Hein, a consultant 
working for Tantillo Homes, 
announced before members of 
the Plan Commission April 24 
that the company is willing to 
buy property at Lake-Cook 

came before the Plan Com-
mission April 24 seeking guid-
ance from commissioners on 
what would be acceptable if 
Tantillo bought the property 
and developed the entire 
package on its own. 

Hein said Tantillo wants to 
develop the properties as a 
mixed-use commercial and 
residential development. 

"We are ready, willing and 
able to acquire all properties 
in question," Hein said. "We 
want you to be assured ... we 
are willing to go on with this 
project." 

But Plan commissioners 
said they were in no position 
to give Tantillo Homes any di-
rection on the proje=ct, be-
cause none of them is aware of 
any plans by the Village Board 
to develop the land. 

"What you're saying is all 
hearsay," said Plan. Commis-
sion Chairman Ken Brady. 

Other commissioners didn't 
feel they could provide any 
guidance to Tantillo because 
they were caught off guard by 
the developer's desire to buy 
the land. 

"This is an untenable situa-
tion for us and you," Commis-
sioner Steve Boime said. 
"We're back to a situation 
where, ostensibly, you need to 
go to the Board of Trustees 
and get some direction. We 
don't know the direction any-
more." 

Village President Greg Kla-
tecki said there are a number 
of developers interested in 
building a variety of residen-
tial and commercial develop-
ments near Lake-Cook and 
Milwaukee. He said no formal 
plans for the area have been 
presented to the board. 

Hein argues Tantillo should 
be the one buying the land 
and developing it. 

"I do not see an advantage 
for the village to acquire that 
land when a developer is 
ready to do it. ... What we're 
saying is, save your money. 
We'll buy the land for you," he 
said. 

Smith Family Construction 
has a contract pending to buy 
the riding center. Developer 
Mark Smith said he has not 
been approached by either 
Tantillo or the village regard-
ing the purchase of the prop-
erty. 

Road and Milwaukee Avenue 
that village officials also have 
their eye on. 

Reports of the village's in-
terest in buying the Wedge-
wood Riding Center, Tantillo's 
property and the AAA Auto 
Sales site surfaced in March, 
just as Tantillo was working 
toward Plan Commission ap-
proval for a condominium de-
velopment on its property. 

Progress on that develop-
ment slowed after the village 
indicated they wanted to buy 
the parcels in question. Hein 

(Continued on page 9) 

trict, which expires in eight 
years. 

In the TIF district, valuations 
of the properties in the area are 
frozen for 23 years, limiting the 
amount of property taxes paid 
to area taxing bodies. 

The actual increase in prop-
erty values realized over that 
period is redirected into the TIF 
district to pay for infrastructure 
upgrades and development 
improvements. 

"We're asking the taxpayers 
of Wheeling to come up with 
$350,000 to give to this part-
nership, which calls itself 
Northstar Plaza LLC, a limited 
liability partnership," Trustee 
Bob Heer said of the company 
formed to develop the mall. 

"The problem is, we know 
nothing about this partner-
ship," Heer said. 

"Have they ever been bank-
rupt before? Who are these 

partners?" 
Babitsky assert 

never been bankru 
no judgments fill 
him. 

He explained that 
95-percent share o 
nership and a Chi 
holds 5 percent. 

Wheeling coun 
Ferolo told Heer th; 
was following a corn 
lice to protect sha 

Plan commission not to blame, ( 
velopment 
blueprint for 
Wheeling's 
future, unaware 
they were pro-
posing residen-
tial develop-
ment for an 
area that could 
easily go retail. 

Revelations 
made this week about talks with 
an unnamed developer to build 
on the land bordered by 
McHenry and Buffalo Grove 
roads prompted village officials 
to postpone a final vote on the 

comprehensive plan, returning 
it to the drawing board. 

"I don't see the plan commis-
sion's role as looking at ultimate 
land use with an eye toward 
how much revenue a given land 
use can generate," Douthwaite 
said of the decision not to 
inform commissioners of the 
retail talks. "We would pollute 
the plan commission's mind 
with any developer, (and) com-
missioners might be distracted 
from their goal, which is to 
establish an ideal. So, I'd like to 
deflect any criticism of the plan 
commission." 

Some trustees ha 
tioned why the villag 
the final authority, wo 
to the commission's n 
consider last-minu 
changes before trustee 

Trustees were set to 
the plan only after 
during a workshop I; 
that it conformed to th 
for an improved Wheeli 

"How can this make 
workshop (and) to thi 
want to vote on it, an 
one's saying, 'Let's go be 
drawing board?' " Tru; 
Heer asked. 
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Wheeling approves plan for ups Havid 003 

rs trashed 
hits bridge 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer "1.  

The blame for a delayed vote 
on the redevelopment plan 
meant to improve Wheeling's 
image does not lie with the vil-
lage's plan commission, officials 
say. 

Village staff deliberately kept 
commissioners in the dark 
about talks of building a retail 
store on one of Wheeling's last 
significant parcels, said Village 

Sunday of Camden, Mich., wa. Manager Wally Douthwaite. 
issued a ticket for driving ; Plan commissioners spent 15  
commercial vehicle with carp months putting together a rede- 

rs higher than 13 feet, 6 inches. 
ie He was driving a truck owneu 
a by Cassens Transport Co., based 

-'s in Edwardsville, Ill. 
to It was unclear where the truck 

was going or coming from. 
at The company hauls other 
a- brands of cars like Nissan, 
of Honda, Hyundai, Mitsubishi, 
in Subaru, Kia and Toyota to deal- 

erships and rail yards, according 
lit to its Web site. 

The height of cargo is usually 
)4 13 feet, 7 to 8 inches, said Rick 
id Klein, a dispatcher from a Ster-
le ling Heights, Mich., office. He 

said drivers are supposed to 
measure their cargo and know 

is where low-clearance bridges are 
rs located. 
rs He said he did not know the 
so truck's driver. 
c- The company's only other 

Michigan facility is in Detroit, 
and it ships Chryslers. 



velopment 
blueprint for 
Wheeling's 
future, unaware 
they were pro-
posing residen-
tial develop-
ment for an 
area that could 
easily go retail. 

Revelations 
made this week about talks with 
an unnamed developer to build 
on the land bordered by 
McHenry and Buffalo Grove 
roads prompted village officials 
to postpone a final vote on the 

Wally 
Douthwaite 

Tantillo suprises 
with offer to buy 
land on Milwaukee 

Road and Milwaukee Avenue 
that village officials also have 
their eye on. 

Reports of the village's in-
terest in buying the Wedge-
wood Riding Center, Tantillo's 
property and the AAA Auto 
Sales site surfaced in March, 
just as Tantillo was working 
toward Plan Commission ap-
proval for a condominium de-
velopment on its property. 

Progress on that develop-
ment slowed after the village 
indicated they wanted to buy 
the parcels in question. Hein 

(Continued on page 9) 

rs trashed 
fits bridge 

Starbucks may brew on Milwaukee venue 
"It looks like a barn right now," 

Achim said. "We want to `de-barn' it. 
We want to re-image it so it doesn't 
look like 'Old MacDonald's Coffee.' " 

Drive-through shops are a new, but 
so far successful, concept for Star-
bucks, Lauer said. The site will allow 
for about eight cars in the drive-
through lane, and Lauer said the aver-
age wait time from the menu board to 
the window will be 5 to 7 minutes, 
compared to 4 minutes inside a typical 
Starbucks. 

Randy Wright, operator of the 
House of Rentals that abuts the prop-
erty to the north, told commissioners 

he worries about customers parking 
his lot since parking will be tight o 
the Starbucks site. Wright said cus 
tomers of the old Town Pantry parke 
on his property on a regular basis, and, 
understanding Starbucks popularity 
he fears the problem will worsen. 

"There is no question of the differ-
ence between (the pantry) and Star-
bucks," Wright said. "I expect volume 
will be significantly greater, and park-
ing in my lot will be significantly 
greater." 

Plan commissioners asked Achim to 
landscape the area between the busi-

(Continued on page 10) 
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to 

He was driving a truck owneu 
by Cassens Transport Co., based 
in Edwardsville, H. 

It was unclear where the truck 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

A developer's sudden coun-
terproposal to buy land that 
village trustees have ex-
pressed interest in has stalled 
any development on the 
northeast corner of Milwau-
kee Avenue. 

William HeM, a consultant 
working for Tantillo Homes, 
announced before members of 
the Plan Commission April 24 
that the company is willing to 
buy property at Lake-Cook 

came before the Plan Com-
mission April 24 seeking guid-
ance from commissioners on 
what would be acceptable if 
Tantillo bought the property 
and developed the entire 
package on its own. 

Hein said Tantillo wants to 
develop the properties as a 
mixed-use commercial and 
residential development. 

"We are ready, willing and 
able to acquire all properties 
in question," Hein said. "We 
want you to be assured ... we 
are willing to go on with this 
project." 

But Plan commissioners 
said they were in no position 
to give Tantillo Homes any di-
rection on the proje=ct, be-
cause none of them is aware of 
any plans by the Village Board 
to develop the land. 

"What you're saying is all 
hearsay," said Plan. Commis-
sion Chairman Ken Brady. 

Other commissioners didn't 
feel they could provide any 
guidance to Tantillo because 
they were caught off guard by 
the developer's desire to buy 
the land. 

"This is an untenable situa-
tion for us and you," Commis-
sioner Steve Boime said. 
"We're back to a situation 
where, ostensibly, you need to 
go to the Board of Trustees 
and get some direction. We 
don't know the direction any-
more." 

Village President Greg Kla-
tecki said there are a number 
of developers interested in 
building a variety of residen-
tial and commercial develop-
ments near Lake-Cook and 
Milwaukee. He said no formal 
plans for the area have been 
presented to the board. 

T • 

nesses and to build a 3-foot 
wrought-iron fence to hinder 
customers from parking next 
door. Commissioners also. 
asked Starbucks to put signs 
on the fence telling their cus-
tomers not to park at House of 
Rentals. 

The proposal ,now heads to 
the Village Board, which has 
the final say on the project.  

is a use we've wanted for a long time 
in Wheeling." 

Starbucks development managers 
Michael Achim and Rick Lauer said 
they plan to operate a drive-through 
store with a walk-up window at the 
site. The main entrance and exit will 
be from Strong Avenue, with a right-
turn-only exit onto Milwaukee Ave-
nue. 

The plan also calls for 12 outdoor 
seats, with no indoor seating. 

Achim said Starbucks plans to use 
the existing 800-square-foot building 
for the shop, but some changes will be 
made to its appearance. 

comprehensive plan, returning 
it to the drawing hoard. 

"I don't see the plan commis-
sion's role as looking at ultimate 
land use with an eye toward 
how much revenue a given land 
use can generate," Douthwaite 
said of the decision not to 
inform commissioners of the 
retail talks. "We would pollute 
the plan commission's mind 
with any developer, (and) com-
missioners might be distracted 
from their goal, which is to 
establish an ideal. So, I'd like to 
deflect any criticism of the plan 
commission." 

(1) r•ri 

ES, C 

° P. '42 .2.2 5 

Some trustees had ques-
tioned why the village board, 
the final authority, would defer 
to the commission's request to 
consider last-minute plan 
changes before trustees vote. 

Trustees were set to approve 
the plan only after agreeing 
during a workshop last week 
that it conformed to their vision 
for an improved Wheeling. 

"How can this make it to the 
workshop (and) to the eve we 
want to vote on it, and every-
one's saying, 'Let's go back to the 
drawing board?' Trustee Bob 
Heer asked. 

from liability when developing. 
Ferolo also said that three-

year minimum leases written 
into the tax-incentive agree-
ment should protect Wheeling 
from having a mall that sits 
empty. 

Wheeling will give the 
$350,000 on a pro-rated basis, 
only if tenants don't appear on 
a list of "prohibited uses" that 
includes currency exchanges, 
dry cleaners and resale shops. 

Other trustees agreed that 
plan commissioners and 
trustees should have worked 
together earlier. They decided to 
hold a joint workshop to "get it 
right" within 30 days. 

"The plan commission did 
their job, OK?" Trustee Dean 
Argiris said. "They worked very, 
very hard, not just with our 
community, but with everyone 
else. It's up to the village board 
— do we have the same vision?" 

Argiris said he wants to make 
sure the village is "not coming 
back every six weeks and 
making changes." 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 5-.." 

Starbucks Coffee wants to move 
onto Milwaukee Avenue in Wheeling, 
taking over the empty Town Pantry 
building. 

Starbucks representatives appeared 
before the Wheeling Plan Commission 
April 24 to pitch the project, and it 
didn't take long for commissioners to 
hand a unanimously favorable recom-
mendation to the Village Board. 

"I like the fact that something is 
being done with the property," Com-
missioner David Cantwell said. "This 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer ' 3 -(13 

The blame for a delayed vote 
on the redevelopment plan 
meant to improve Wheeling's 
image does not lie with the vil-
lage's plan commission, officials 
say. 

Village staff deliberately kept 
commissioners in the dark 
about talks of building a retail 
store on one of Wheeling's last 
significant parcels, said Village 

Sunday of Camden, Mich., wa: Manager Wally Douthwaite. 
issued a ticket for driving I Plan commissioners spent 15 
commercial vehicle with carp months putting together a rede-
higher than 13 feet, 6 inches. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato, who 
has yearned for a Starbucks in 
town, thinks the former Town 
Pantry is a "perfect place" for 
the coffee shop. 

"I think businesses are real-
izing that Wheeling is a differ-
ent community than per-
ceived by a lot of people," she 
said. 

0 0 
a)  

BY CASS CLIATT not before questions from one trict, which expires in eight "We're asking the tax ayers partners?" 
Daily Herald Staff Wrzter trustee who wanted to ensure years. of Wheeling to come u with Babitsky asserted he has Wheeling can assure a return In the TIF district, valuations $350,000 to give to thi part- never been bankrupt and has Wheeling gave the final OK on its investment. of the properties in the area are nership, which calls itself no judgments filed against this week to help build an Glenview developer Alex frozen for 23 years, limiting the Northstar Plaza LLC, a ited him. 
upscale retail mall on Milwau- Babitsky plans to build a 12- amount of property taxes paid liability partnership," stee He explained that he holds a kee Avenue before time runs store mall that will attract a to area taxing bodies. Bob Heer said of the co pany 95-percent share of the part- out on the tax aid the village jeweler and high-end shops of The actual increase in prop- formed to develop the mill. nership and a Chicago man can give to improve the area. the caliber of Caribou Coffee erty values realized over that "The problem is, we know holds 5 percent. Trustees approved $350,000 and Haagen-Dazs. period is redirected into the TIF nothing about this partner- Wheeling counsel James in tax incentives for the Peters- The development's location is district to pay for infrastructure ship," Heer said. Ferolo told Heer that Babitsky burg Place project set for within Wheeling's Crossroads upgrades and development "Have they ever been bank- was following a common prac- 119-145 N. Milwaukee Ave., but tax increment financing dis- improvements. rupt before? Who are these tice to protect shareholders 

Wheeling approves plan f r upscale mall
a X03 

Plan commission not to blkme, official says 



Trustees decided they can wait to see Friendship Park in full 
to bid a landscape design and planting project. 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The possibility of a major 
commercial addition to Wheel- 
ing has delayed the approval 
of 'new' land-use plan that 
calls for residential develop- 
ment On the same piece of 
ProPertY• 

*Map officials are keeping 
all details of the possible corn- 
ineueial development quiet, 
but 'the announcement that 
the site mild be used for com- 
mercial use prompted trustees 
to delay approval of a new 
comprehensive land-use plan. 
The plan will serve as a blue-
print for • village growth, and 
has been in the making since 
December 2001. 

News,, of the possible deyel-
opment , on • vacant land be-
tween - Buffalo Grove and 
McHenry roads came during a 
Village Board meeting last 
week when approval of the 
comprehensive plan also was 
on the agenda. • , 

we want to say residen-
tial (use) on' a parcel when we 
know a commercial use is put-
ting stakes in the ground?," 

asked. "We paid for the best 
plan,! and we need to stick to 
this." 

Plan : commissioners were 
unaware of the potential com-
mercial development during 

I don't fault the 
Plan Commission 
at all. You don't 
know when these 
(developers) will 
walk away. 

Village Manager 
Wallace Douthwaite 

Plan commissioners and 
trustees agreed to hold a 
workshop session June 2 to 
discuss the plan and what 
steps should be taken to en-
sure that all development sce-
narios included in it will serve 
the village's best interests. 

"I'd hate to see you approve 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

- -€0.9 
The matter of adding more 

landscaping to the grounds of 
Friendship Park evolved into 
a debate about the benefits of 
bidding village contracts ver-
sus granting familiar compa-
nies jobs without first seeing 
what the competition has to 
offer. 

Wheeling trustees decided 
to bid a landscape design and 
planting contract for the park 
at Dundee Road and Milwau-
kee Avenue rather than waive 
the process and accept a pro-
posal submitted by the Whee-
ling-based Brickman Group. 

Trustees selected Brickman 
last month to maintain the 
park's landscaping, and the 
firm included a landscape de-
sign proposal calling for new 
annual flowers and other 
plantings to complement what 
is currently there. Brickman 
did not charge the village for 
the landscaping design. 

Trustees, however, agreed 
to bid the project after seeing 
Brickman's $56,000 fee to 
plant the vegetation on both 
corners of the park. 

a plan, knowing you're going 
to go against it right away," 
Plan Commission Chairman 
Ken Brady told trustees. 
"There's no sense in starting 
out by contradicting it." 

Trustees commended the 
Plan Commission's work and 
the work of hired consultants 
Camiros, who helped guide 

"It's a lot of money to not go 
out to bid," said Village Presi-
dent Greg Kiatecki. 

Trustee Robert Heer in-
sisted the village bid the proj-
ect, also because of the cost. 

"There is no question Brick-
man does good work," he said. 
"I just want everything to be 
on the up and up and give oth-
ers an opportunity to bid." 

The recommendation to 
waive the bidding process was 
made by the Village Board's 
ad hoc park committee, made 
up of trustees Trevor Leh-
mann and Dean Argiris. Leh-
mann said he favored Brick-
man doing the work because 
the firm already handles 
weekly maintenance at the 
park. 

"The idea behind the ad hoc 
committee was to find good, 
quality people to do good, 
quality work (at the park)," 
Lehmann said. "Nobody dis-
puted Brickman as a quality 
company, and they're local." 

Lehmann said he has no 
problem sending the project 
out to bid. But he said the 
delay in the process will mean 
the park will not be in full  

the commission through the 
lengthy planning process. 

"The Plan Commission did 
its job, and Camiros did their 
job," Argiris said. "If (the 
plan) needs tweaking, let's do' 
it right so we're not coming 
back every six weeks or two 
months and keep changing 
it." 

bloom for those people who 
take pictures there when they 
celebrate graduations and 
weddings this year. 

Heer said the wait could be 
worth the money the village 
may save by bidding the proj- 

ect. 
"I can see their side, tha 

they want to get it planted,'  
he said. "But (the park) coub 
nickel and dime the village ti 
death." 

Klatecki said the planting o 

Announcement puts 
hold on land plan 

• Land plan Continued from page 8 

4comnussion meeungs. tyint..a.uy sill Cl~ 

on the second and fourth Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in 
council chambers at Village Hall. 

their deliberations. Village 
Manager Wallace Douthwaite 
said village officials intention-
ally kept some potential pro-
posals from plan commis-
sioners while they worked on 
the plan. He said officials did 
not want plan commissioners 
"tainted" with information 
about a potential development 
that may never materialize. 

"I don't fault the Plan Com-
mission at all," Douthwaite 
said. "You don't know when 
these (developers) will walk 
away." • 

Trustees also had questions; 
about other land-use propos-
als included in the plan. Trus-
tee Dean Argiris said he fa-
vors commercial development 
along Milwaukee Avenue and 
Lake-Cook head instead of 
the mixed-use designation for-
warded by the Plan Commis-
sion that could also allow for 
the construction of residential 
units. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Village to bid Friendship Park lands 

Paint-a-thon homes wanted 6--e? 
Organi7ers of the 16th annual Community Paint-A-Thon 

are looking for qualified homes to paint this coming Septem-
ber. 

A foam of volunteers from Village Hall paints a horn,. pnot, 

Budget calls for increase in utility taxes 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling residents and business owners will see 
higher gas and electric bills this year because the 
Village Board has hiked utility taxes. 

The village will use the extra income to cover the  

cost of repairing streets, sidewalks and other infra-
structure. The higher fees are included in Wheel-
ing's $36.7 million budget that trustees approved 
unanimously April 28. 

Increases in natural gas and electricity taxes will 
help fund this year's capital-improvement projects, 
which continue to take up a large part of the budget.  

Wheeling officials have budgeted to spend $6.4 mil-
lion in improvements to village streets, sidewalks, 
water mains and sewer lines this year. 

Increasing the tax on natural gas and electric bills 
to 4 percent comes after the Village Board initially 
implemented a 1 percent use tax in September. The 

(Continued on page 9) 
ILO 

jump to 4 percent this 'year is expected to 
generate $1.2 million after it takes effect June 
1. The tax could generate up to $2.1 million an-
nually. 

The increase will affect businesses, espe-
cially industry, in Wheeling more than it will 
residents. Village officials said industry and 
business account for about 72 percent of all 
electricity consumed and about 65 percent of 
all natural gas used in the village. 

William Black, a project manager at Sauk 
Machine Works, Ltd., a custom machine parts 
manufacturer in Wheeling, said he thought the 
increase was "pretty significant" in what it will 
cost the company. 

Sauk pays Commonwealth Edison about 
$3,500 each month in electricity bills. Black es-
timates the company's village electricity tax 
will climb to $140 a month from about $35 a 
month. 

Trustees voted on increasing the use tax as 
an alternative to raising property taxes. The 
village would have increased its property tax 
levy by more than 9 percent if trustees decided 
to borrow money to pay for the improvements 
and used property tax increases to pay back 
the loans. 

Instead, the levy increased by .36 percent be-
cause trustees agreed to fund the improve-
ments through utility taxes. The increased use 
tax will also save the village more than $3 mil-
lion in interest payments, because the projects 
will be paid with available cash rather than 
through borrowing. 

Other revenue sources for funding capital 
improvements include the motor fuel tax, the 
Crossroads and Southern tax increment fi- 
nance districts and a $1 million infusion from 
the existing general fund balance. 

Water rates are not expected to increase this 
year. But the budget does include $25,000 for a 
professional water and sewer rate study. Fi-
nance Director Michael Mondschain said the 
study will examine if current rates are appro-
priate and if a more equitable system of col-
lecting water and sewer fees can be imple-
mented. 

In other budgetary matters, the village is al-
tering its fiscal year to align with the calendar 
year beginning in 2004, which is why the $36.7 
million budget is so much less than last year's 
$53.8 million budget. 

The 2003 budget began May 1 and will run 
through Dec. 31. The new budget calendar 
should make it easier for the village to estab-
lish an accurate annual levy that will better re-
flect spending needs, said Village Manager 
Wallace Douthwaite. Under the old fiscal year, 
the village had to estimate its tax revenues 
based on two different years. 

Douthwaite also said the new fiscal year 
could save the village money when putting 
capital projects out to bid. The new fiscal year 
will allow the village to bid projects during the 
winter months, while contractors are idle and 
looking for work. Village officials have typi-
cally bid projects in the spring, when contrac-
tors are busier and seeking higher fees. 

 

459-2670 or stop by (he Pavilion Senior Center, 199 N. rirs- L 
St. in Wheeling. 

 

Board delays Starbucks vote _e  
The Wheeling Village Board sent a proposal from Starbucks 

Coffee back to the Plan Commission in an effort to design a bet-
ter layout to handle traffic flow. The company's proposal call-
ing for a drive-through shop at the corner of Milwaukee Avenue 
and Strong Street where the former lbwn Pantry stands in-
cludes a walk-up window and outdoor seating. Trustees don't 
believe there is enough room between parking spaces facing 
Milwaukee Avenue and cars waiting for the drive-though win-
dow. They have concerns 'that someone wanting to back out 
from a parking space would have little or no room to maneuver 
around cars waiting in the drive-through lane. Starbucks' rep-
resentative Mike Achim said he was confident the site plan 
would work. He said most customers who choose to park 
should have little problem navigating the lot because drive-
through customers typically come for their coffee in the morn-
ing while most walk-up traffic would come in the afternoon. 

TrusteeS were not convinced, however, and they asked Star-
bucks to rework the site one more time with village staff. 

`As much as I want you there," President Greg Klatecki said, 
"I would like you to take one. more look at this." 
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Announcement puts 
hold on land plan 

Ru CASEY MOFFITT --, • 
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• Land plan 
Plan commissioners and 

trustees agreed to hold a 
workshop session June 2 to 
discuss the plan and what 
steps should be taken to en-
sure that all development sce-
narios included in it will serve 
the village's best interests. 

"I'd hate to see you approve  

a plan, knowing you're going 
to go against it right away," 
Plan Commission Chairman 
Ken Brady told trustees. 
"There's no sense in starting 
out by contradicting it." 

Trustees commended the 
Plan Commission's work and 
the work of hired consultants 
Camiros, who helped guide  

the commission through the 
lengthy planning process.  

"The Plan Commission did 
its job, and Camiros did their 
job," Argiris said. "If (the 
plan) needs tweaking, let's do.  
it right so we're not coming 
back every six weeks or two 
months and keep changing 
it." 

Continued from page 8 
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Plan commission to be on TV 54-03 
Wheeling Plan Commission meetings will appear on cable 

channel 17 beginning tonight (May 8) so the public can see 
how the commission works. 

The Village Board approved of the idea at its April 28 meet- 
ing. Trustees said the move was done so the public can see 
how a development evolves while it.  is at the commission 
level. 

The Plan Commission is assigned to examine projects be- 
fore they reach the Village Board. During the process, com-
missioners tell developers how to change their projects to 
itpake them more acceptable. The commission then sends a 
'recommendation to the Village Board, which has the final 
say. 

There will be no additional costs to the village to broadcast 
,commission meetings. The Plan Commission typically meets 
on the second and fourth Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in 
council chambers at Village Hall. 

SPRING & SUMMER! 
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Visit our Website for more information 
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jump to 4 percent this 'year is expected to 
generate $1.2 million after it takes effect June 
1. The tax could generate up to $2.1 million an-
nually. 

The increase will affect businesses, espe-
cially industry, in Wheeling more than it will 
residents. Village officials said industry and 
business account for about 72 percent of all 
electricity consumed and about 65 percent of 
all natural gas used in the village. 

William Black, a project manager at Sauk 
Machine Works, Ltd., a custom machine parts 
manufacturer in Wheeling, said he thought the 
increase was "pretty significant" in what it will 
cost the company. 

Sauk pays Commonwealth Edison about 
$3,500 each month in electricity bills. Black es-
timates the company's village electricity tax 
will climb to $140 a month from about $35 a 
month. 

Trustees voted on increasing the use tax as 
an alternative to raising property taxes. The 
village would have increased its property tax 
levy by more than 9 percent if trustees decided 
to borrow money to pay for the improvements 
and used property tax increases to pay back 
the loans. 

Instead, the levy increased by .36 percent be-
cause trustees agreed to fund the improve-
ments through utility taxes. The increased use 
tax will also save the village more than $3 mil-
lion in interest payments, because the projects 
will be paid with available cash rather than 
through borrowing. 

Paint-a-thon homes wanted .6",--e;-? 
Organizers of the 16th annual Community Paint-A-Thon 

are looking for qualified homes to paint this coming Septem-
ber. 

A team of volunteers from Village Hall .paints a home each 
Vice President Year. Other businesses or organizations are also invited to 
Production/Informatake part in the paint-a-thon as volunteer painters. 

Nancy Janssen, director of senior services, said homes are 
being sought now for the Sept. 6 event. Qualified homeown-
ers must be at least 60 years old or have a permanent disabil-
ity that prevents them from painting their own home. Quali-
fied home owners cannot have an . annual income that 
exceeds $25,000. . 

The selection committee will take.excessive expenses, like 
pr—!cription driig costs or nicdical bills, into account when 
making its decision. 

Those looking for applications to get their homes painted 
or to become volur teers should contact Janssen at (847) 
459-2670 or stop by the Pavilion Senior Center, 199 N. First 
St. in Wheeling. ;, 

Board delays Starbucks vote —0 7 

The Wheeling Village Board sent a proposal from Starbucks 
Coffee back to the Plan Commission in an effort to design a bet-
ter layout to handle traffic flow. The company's proposal call-
ing for a drive-through shop at the corner of Milwaukee Avenue 
and Strong Street where the former Town Pantry stands in-
cludes a walk-up window and outdoor seating. Trustees don't 
believe there is enough mom between parking spaces facing 
Milwaukee Avenue and cars waiting for the drive-though win-
dow. They have concerns that someone wanting to back out 
from a parking space would have little or no room to maneuver 
around cars waiting in the drive-through lane. Starbucks' rep-
resentative Mike Achim said he was confident the site plan 
would work. He said most customers who choose to park 
should have little problem navigating the lot because drive-
through customers typically come for their coffee in the morn-
ing while most walk-up traffic would come in the afternoon. 

Trustees were not convinced, however, and they asked Star-
bucks to rework the site one more time with village staff 

"As much as I want you there," President Greg Klatecki said, 
"I would like you to take one more look at this." 
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Other revenue sources for funding capital 
improvements include the motor fuel tax, the 
Crossroads and Southern tax increment fi-
nance districts and a $1 million infusion from 
the existing general fund balance. 

Water rates are not expected to increase this 
year. But the budget does include $25,000 for a 
professional water and sewer rate study. Fi-
nance Director Michael Mondschain said the 
study will examine if current rates are appro-
priate and if a more equitable system of col-
lecting water and sewer fees can be imple-
mented. 

In other budgetary matters, the village is al-
tering its fiscal year to align with the calendar 
year beginning in 2004, which is why the $36.7 
million budget is so much less than last year's 
$53.8 million budget. 

The 2003 budget began May 1 and will run 
through Dec. 31. The new budget calendar 
should make it easier for the village to estab-
lish an accurate annual levy that will better re-
flect spending needs, said Village Manager 
Wallace Douthwaite. Under the old fiscal year, 
the village had to estimate its tax revenues 
based on two different years. 

Douthwaite also said the new fiscal year 
could save the village money when putting 
capital projects out to bid. The new fiscal year 
will allow the village to bid projects during the 
winter months, while contractors are idle and 
looking for work. Village officials have typi-
cally bid projects in the spring, when contrac-
tors are busier and seeking higher fees. 



east. It follows Wheeling ROad south, just past 
Catherine Court. The plan also includes Old 
McHenry. Road to the junction with Route 83 to 
the north. 

Village officials say they want to see a rede-
velopment plan that complements the institu-
tions in the area and the train station, as well as 
modernizes the strip-mall corn- 

"There are a lot of small businesses that have 
been here a long time, and they're here because 
they feel they're part of the community," nustee 
11-evor Lehmann said:.  "They need to be in-
volved." 

The consultants agreed that having those 
businesspeople involved will be necessary for 

• 

Talks on crea 
BY CASEY E. MoFfirt 

STAFF WRITER 
- 

The wheels of a new "downtown" developml 
ect around Wheeling's Metra station are begin 
turn. 

Village officials sat down with consultants A 
begin planning for the area's future. Represel 
from S.B. Friedman and Company, the Lakota 
and the Metro Transportation Group asked a 
project committee made up of trustees, plan c 
sioners, economic development commission 
other village staff members what they envisic 
developing about 145 acres around the staff 
along Dundee Road. 

"This has been a long time coming," said 
Whitmer, Wheeling's economic development 
"This is much warranted and much needed in t 
munity" 

SB. Friedman is the main consultant for 
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A new downtown will 
require financial help 

BY CASEY E. Moffitt-

et 
STAFF WRITER 
NI / 20©3 ' • 

Village officials are planning 
to establish another tax incre-
ment financing district around 
the intersection of Dundee and 
Wheeling roads to help spur the 
development of a new town 
center. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
is expected May 19 to discuss 
the selection of a consultant 
who will help village staff cre-
ate the new TIF district. The 
beginning stages of establish-
ing the new TIF •will include 
the consultant's evaluation of 
the area to see which parcels to 
include and to conduct a quail • 
fying study that is required by 
law 

Village Manager Wallace 
Douthwaite said establishing 
the TIE is the easiest method 
for the village to build a new 
town center. 

"When you establish the TIF 
district, the existing base of 
property taxes continue to flow 
to the various taxing bodies," 
he said. "Any additional devel-
opment created as a result of 
the TIF, and the taxes gener-
ated, goes directly to the village 
to help pay for improvements 
needed to spur redevelop-
ment." 

• MX • dollars are frozen to 
other taxing bodies fivough the 
life of the TIE which can last up 
to 23 years, according to state 
statute. Additional tax dollars 
generated through the TIF are 
put into a separate fund, which 
allows the yillage to use money 
outside of its annual levy to 
help spur redevelopment. 

Those funds can be used to 
acquire land or make infra-
structure improvements in the 
district. TIF dollars can also be 
given to private developers to 
help wito. projects. 

Dout iwaite said he expects 
the village will want to acquire 
quite a bit of land in the new 
TIP district tar a a tovm cr•7 
ter. He said he expects some in-
frastructure improvements will 
also have to be made. 

Traffic flow could be an issue 
in the area if more shopping 
and residential opportunities 
arise in the new district, and 
TIF dollars could help alleviate 
traffic concerns. 

Commonwealth Edison also 
has its high-tension power lines 
in the Area, which might have 
to be moved or buried. What 
can be done with those power 
lines is still unknown. 

'We learned it would cost 
about $1 million to bury each 
pole," Douthwaite said. "Even 

if money were ,1,j. !et, there 
are a lot of nli1,4.3.; Jo the 
ground tia!fe 

A major flat' I ; tine and 
water main to andk!ifieath 
theise power lines, well as 
cable television fin-.. 

"It's one of t}i hing's we'll 
have Lti, abi..itt.." Doi rtliwaite 

The creatio. TIE'districts 
can 'upset 0th troll, Oilier 
taxing bodes they lose 
out on tax . !:outliwaite 
said it is "too e.6,ty hi tell" how 
other taidrig b,, to it, the vil- 
lage will respond to the cre-
ation of the new TIE 

`A lot, I think, will depend 
4!1!"' residential 

building (proposed) in the 
area," he said. "If there's no res-
idential building, it won't really 
affect the schools or libraries." 

If the TIF is established, it 
will be village's fourth. The Vil-
lage Board established one 
around the Milwaukee Avenue 
and Lake-Cook Road intersec-
tion in February. Another was 
established around the Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue 
intersection, called the Cross-
roads TIE That one is set to ex-
pire in 2008. The other is just 
south' of the Crossroads TIF, 
which was established in July 
2000. 

• 

Did you know? 
Most residents know they need a building permit to add a 
deck, garage or addition to their homes. Some other projects 
requiring permits might surprise many residents. The Wheeling 
Village Board is expected to increase permit fees at its May 
27 meeting. 

Permit type 

  

 

Proposed fee 

  

Burglar alarm $25 
Central air conditioner replacement $20 
Dog run $20 
Furnace replacement $20 
Satellite dish (18" or under) $25 
Satellite dish (over 18") $40 
Siding $25 minimum 
Water heater replacement $20 

$25 

Source: Village of Wheeling Pioneer Press/I_RK 

Water softener  

• 

CCU 

bl 

.75 

fee shops, are also desired. ; 
However, making sure all the 

uses in the area complement 
each other will be a critical clement of the plan. 

"This needs to be more than just the sum of 
its parts," said Jeff Harris, village planner. "It 
needs to be coordinated. The between uses will 
be criticaL"  .. . , 

There will be some obstacles to overcome. 

11
Members, of the planning committee listed the 
location of high-tension power lines, the need to 
move Meyer Material and easing traffic flow in 
the area as challenges to the plan. The commit-
tee also stressed the importance of getting small-
business owners involved in the process. 

bet. 
The nine-member special 

committee formed to oversee the process is 
made up ofyii  lage  President Greg Klatecki, Plan 
Commission Chairman Ken Brady, Community 
Development Director Dan Ozanich, Lehmann, 
Harris and Whittier. Others on the col nntittee in- 
clude Jan Buchs, executive d of the park 
district; Bill Stasek of Stasek 1 u Arcolet, who is 
representing the Wheeling feighti 
Chamber of Col imeree ; J61111 
Flannagan, chairn-ian of itNebtfr 
ment Commission. ' 
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mercial uses along Dundee 
Road. 

Members of the special com-
mittee said they would like to 
see a mixed-use development 
around the train station, which 
would offer condominium hous-
ing and shopping opportunities. 
Some entertainment, such as 
taverns, ice cream shops or cof- 

 

This needs to be 
more than just the 
sum of its parts. It 
needs to be 
coordinated. 9 

• -"You can't depend on a Pan-
era Bread to move in," LaMotte 
said. "(Small businesses) will be 
part of the plan." 

klinding for the planning 
process has been secured with a 
rant from the Regional glans-
portation Authority through its 
Regional Thchnical Assistance 
Program. The planning process 
is expected to conclude in Octo- 
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Expect to pay more 
for village permit 

BY CASEY E. MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

5-- 

Looking to enhance your tel-
evision variety by going satel-
lite? You'll need a village  

Director Dan Ozanich said is-
suing permits and conducting 
inspections help ensure the 
safety of residents and their 
homes after renovations and 

BY CASEY E. MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

/ti  a . 2_ 00  
Village officials are planning 

to establish another tax incre-
ment financing district around 
the intersection of Dundee and 
Wheeling roads to help spur the 
development of a new town 
center. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
is expected May 19 to discuss 
the selection of a consultant 
who will help village staff cre-
ate the new TIF district. The 
beginning stages of establish-
ing the new TIE will include 
the consultant's evaluation of 
the area to see which parcels to 
include and to conduct a quail • 
Eying study that is required by 
law. 

Village Manager Wallace 
Douthwaite said establishing 
the TIF is the easiest method 
for the village to build a new 
town center. 

"When you establish the TIP 
district, the existing base of 
property taxes continue to flow 
to the various taxing bodies," 
he said. "Any additional devel-
opment created as a result of 
the TIE and the taxes gener-
ated, goes directly to the village 
to help pay for improvements 
needed to spur redevelop-
ment." 

• 'IbX dollars are frozen to 
other taxing bodies U irough the 
life of the TIE, which' can last up 
to 23 years, according to state 
statute. Additional tax dollars 
generated through the TIF are 
put into a separate fund, which 
allows the village to use money 
outside of its annual levy to 
help spur redevelopment. 

The se funds can be used to 
acquire land or make infra-
structure improvements in the 
district. TIE dollars can also be 
given to private developers to 
help wit r projects. 

Dout nvaite said he expects 
the village will want to acquire 
quite a bit of land in the new 
TIE' district lbr ; ,;:v; town 
ter. He said he expects some in-
frastructure improvements will 
also have to be made. 

Traffic flow could be an issue 
in the area if more shopping 
and residential opportunities 
arise in the new district, and 
TIF dollars could help alleviate 
traffic concerns. 

Commonwealth Edison also 
has its high-tension power lines 
in the area, which might have 
to be moved or buried. What 
can be done with those power 
lines is still unknown. 

"We learned it would cost 
about $1 million to bury each 
pole," Douthwaite said. "Even  

if money were I IC,  object, there 
are a lot of utilities in the , 
ground there alioa,13." 

A major natural gas line an, I 
water main run underneath 
those power lines, as well as 
cable television lines. 

, "It's one of the thing's we'll 
have Le tar,: aboi Douthwaite 
said. 

The creatith of TIE districts 
can upset offici,ils from other 
taxing bodies t..irice they lose 
out on tax dollars. Douthwaite 
said it is "too early to tell" how 
othcir taking bodies in the vil-
lage will respond to the cre-
ation of the new TIE 

`A lot, I think, will depend 
+vr^ arnont residential 

building (proposed) in the 
arm," he said. "If there's no res-
idential building, it won't really 
affect the schools or libraries." 

If the TIP is established, it 
will be village's fourth. The Vil-
lage Board established one 
around the Milwaukee Avenue 
and Lake-Cook Road intersec-
tion in lebmary. Another was 
established around the Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue 
intersection, called the Cross-
roads TIE That one is set to ex-
pire in 2008. The other is just 
south of the Crossroads TIE 
which was established in July 
2000. 
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A new downtown will 
require financial help 
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Talks on creating Wheeling "downtown" begin 
BY CASEY E. MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

/ — 

The wheels of a new "downtown" development proj-
ect around Wheeling's Metra station are beginning to 
turn. 

Village officials sat down with consultants May 6 to 
begin planning for the area's future. Representatives 
from SR Friedman and Company, the Lakota Group 
and the Metro Transportation Group asked a special 
project committee made up of trustees, plan commis-
sioners, economic development commissioners and 
other village staff members what they envision in re-
developing about 145 acres around the station and 
along Dundee Road. 

"This has been a long time coming," said William 
Whitmer, Wheeling's economic development director. 
"This is much warranted and much needed in the com- 
munity" 

S.B. Friedman is the main consultant for the plan- 

ning process. Tanya Vartivarian, a Friedman senior 
project manager, said niedman's main role in the 
process will be to examine market conditions to see 
what kinds of redevelopment will work in the area. 
Friedman will also look at the demographics of the vil-
lage, current land uses in the area and redevelopment 
options. 

John LaMotte, a Lakota principal, said his group's 
expertise is in looking at physical conditions of the 
area, finding "development opportunity sites" and 
proposing a variety of redevelopment options. 

Robert Duboe, Metro Transportation vice president, 
said the firm will study traffic° implications of the re-
development project. All three groups have worked to-
gether in the past on other downtown revitalization 
projects similar to the Wheeling project. 

The consultants were encouraged to see what the 
village has done to prepare for the planning process. 
The new comprehensive plan is nearly complete, and 
a flood study is coming in July. The consultants also  

said the proximity of Village Hall, the Community 
Recreation Center, post office and St. Joseph the 
Worker Church already bring people to the area, which 
should help the success of the project. 

"You have a lot of institutions in the area, so people 
are coming on a regular basis," LaMotte said. "That's 
good news." 

Metra is also planning to lay a second set of tracks 
near the Wheeling station, which will add twice as 
many trains coming to and leaving the station. That 
should create more convenient schedules for more 
commuters. 

Metra currently has a limited weekday schedule 
from Wheeling and no weekend trains. The double-
tracking, planned to be completed in 2005 or 2006, 
should increase ridership. 

The area targeted for redevelopment stretches from 
London Middle School on the west end, along Dundee 
Road and to the Community Recreation Center to the 

(Continued on page 9) 

• east. It follows Wheeling Road south, just past 
Catherine Court. The plan also includes Old 
McHenry Road to the junction with Route 83 to 
the north. 

Village officials say they want to see a rede-
velopment plan that complements the institu-
tions in the area and the train station, as well as 
modernizes the strip-mall com- 
mercial uses along Dundee  
Road. 

Members of the special com- 

mittee said they would like to 

"There are a lot of small businesses that have 
been here a long time, and they're here because 
they feel they're part of the community," Ilustee 
Trevor Lehmann said.' "They need to be in-
volved." 

The consultants agreed that having those 
businesspeople involved will be necessary for 

prc.jc.ct'f: 
"You can't depend on a Pan-

era Bread to move in," LaMotte 
said. "(Small businesses) will be 
part of the plan." 

L This needs to be 
rrinrct 11-1 n :,.n+ +V. 



east. It follows Wheeling Road south, juit past 
Catherine Court. The plan also includes Old 
McHenry Road to the junction with Route 83 to 
the north: 

Village officials say they want to see a rede-
velopment plan that complements the institu-
tions in the area and the train station, as well as 
modernizes the strip-mall com-
mercial uses along Dundee 
Road. 

Members of the special com-
mittee said they would like to 
see a mixed-use development 
around the train station, which 
would offer condominium hous-
ing and shopping opportunities. 
Some entertainment, such as 
taverns, ice cream shops or cof- 
fee shops, are also desired. 

However, making sure all the 
uses in the area complement 
each other will be a critical clement of the plan. 

"This needs to be more than just the sum of 
its parts:' said Jeff Harris, village planner. "It 
needs to be coordinated. The between uses will 
be critical"  

There will be some obstacles to overcome. 
Members , of the planning committee listed the 
location of high-tension power lines, the need to 
move Meyer Material and easing traffic flow in 
the area as challenges to the plan. The commit-
tee also stressed the importance of getting small-
business owners involved in the process. 

"There are a kit of small businesses that have 
been here a long time, and they're here because 
they feel they're part of the community," Tiustee 
Trevor Lehmann said.' "They need to be in-
volved." 

The consultants agreed that having those 
businesspeople involved will be necessary for 

"You can't depend on a Pan-
era Bread to move in," LaMotte 
said. "(Small businesses) will be 
part of the plan." 

Rinding for the planning 
process has been secured with a 
grant from the Regional 'Runs-
portation Authority through its 
Regional Technical Assistance 
Program. The planning process 
is expected to conclude in Octo 
ber 

The nine-member special 
committee formed to oversee the process is 
made up of Ville President Greg Klatecki, Plan 
Commission Chairman Ken Brady, Community 
Development Director Dan Ozanich, Lehmann, 
Harris and Whitmer. Others on the committee in-
clude Jan. Buchs, executive director of the park 
district; BillStasek of Stasek. !huvrolet, who is 
representing the Wheeling' ft Heights 
Chamber of Commerce a, ndtt Ars; and Joilll 
Flatinagan, CI-WM-lap of 1.1 le 1 , , ,I che I.),Neb)p 
ment Commission,. 

• 
This needs to be 

more than just the 
sum of its parts. It 
needs to be 
coordinated. 9 
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Ma y us-; 
Village officials are planning 

to establish another tax incre-
ment financing district around 
the intersection of Dundee and 
Wheeling roads to help spur the 
development of a new town 
center. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
is expected May 19 to discuss 
the selection of a consultant 
who will help village staff cre-
ate the new TIF district. The 
beginning stages of establish-
ing the new TIF ,will include 
the consultant's evaluation of 
the area to see which parcels to 
include and to conduct a quali • 
fying study that is required by 
law 

Village • Manager Wallace 
Douthwaite said establishing 
the TIF is the easiest method 
for the village to build a new 
town center. 

"When you establish the TIF 
district, the existing base of 
property taxes continue to flow 
to the various taxing bodies," 
he said. 'Any additional devel-• 
opment created as a result of 
the TIF, and the taxes gener-
ated, goes directly to the village 
to help pay for improvements 
needed to  spur Tedevelop-
ment"  

life of the TIF, which can last up 
to 23 years, according to state 
statute. Additional tax dollars 
generated through the TIF are 
put into a separate fund, which 
allows the village to use money 
outside of its annual levy to 
help spur redevelopment. 

Those funds can be used to 
acquire land or make infra-
structure improvements in the 
district. TIF dollars can also be 
given to private developers to 
help wit!). projects. 

Douti iwaite said he expects 
the village'   ill want to acquire 
quite a bit of land in the new 
TIF district for a town 
ter. He said he expects some in-
frastructure improvements will 
also have to be made. . 

'baffle flow could be an issue 
in the area if more shopping 
and residential opportunities 
arise in the new district, and 
TIE` dollars could help alleviate 
traffic concerns. 

Commonwealth Edison also 
has its high-tension power lines 
in the area, which might, have 
to be moved or buried. What 
can be done with those power 
lines is still unknown. 

"We learned it would cost 
about $1 million to bury each 
pole," Douthwaite said. "Even  

ground thole ill, el 
A major natki,..11;iii, line and 

water main tun underneath 
those power lines , as well as 
cable television linos. 

"It's one of the hing's we'll 
have  i,o tart- art If it," Doi ithwaite 
said. , • 

The creatioi ,11' ' 'IF districts 
can 'upset offi(!i ifs froi 0 other 
taxing bodies si,,ca they lose 
out on tax Louthwaite 
said it i§ "too early to tell" how 
other. taking bo, lies in 11.1e vil-
lage Will respond to the cre-
ation of the new TI 

'A lot, I think, will depend 
-" :'mount of residential 
building (proposed) in the 
area," he said. "If there's no res-
idential building, it won't really 
affect the schools or libraries." 

If the TIF is established, it 
will be village's fourth. The Vil-
lage Board established one 
around the Milwaukee Avenue 
and Lake-Cook Road intersec-
tion in February. Another was 
established around the Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue 
intersection, called the Cross-
roads TIE That one is set to ex-
pire in 2008. The other is just 
south of the Crossroads TIE 
which was established in July 
2000. 
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Talks on creating Wheeling "downtown" begin 
BY CASEY E MoFFirr 

STAFF WRITER 

j / — l3 
The wheels of a new "downtown" development proj- 

ect around Wheeling's Metra station are beginning to 
turn_ 

Village officials sat down with consultants May 6 to 
begin planning for the area's future. Representatives 
from S.B. Friedman and Company, the Lakota Group 
and the Metro Tran.sportation Group asked a special 
project committee made up of trustees, plan commis-
sioners, economic development commissioners and 
other village staff members what they envision in re-
developing about 145 acres around the station and 
along Dundee Road. 

"This has been a long time coming," said William 
Whitmer, Wheeling's economic development director. 
"This is much warranted and much needed in the corn- 
mimity." 

S.B. Riedman is the main consultant for the plan- 

ning process. Tanya Vartivarian, a FYiedman senior 
project manager, said Fliedman's main role in the 
process will be to examine market conditions to see 
what kinds of redevelopment will work in the area 
Friedman will also look at the demographics of the vil-
lage, current land uses in the area and redevelopment 
options. 

John LaMotte, a Lakota principal, said his group's 
expertise is in looking at physical conditions of the 
area, finding "development opportunity sites" and 
proposing a variety of redevelopment options. 

Robert Duboe, Metro Transportation vice president, 
said the firm will study traffic° implications of the re-
development project. All three groups have worked to-
gether in the past on other downtown revitalization 
projects similar to the Wheeling project. 

The consultants were encouraged to see what the 
village has done to prepare for the planning process. 
The new comprehensive plan is nearly complete, and 

flood study is coming in July. The consultants also  

said the proximity of Village Hall, the Community 
Recreation Center, post office and St. Joseph the 
Worker Church already bring people to the area, which 
should help the success of the project. 

"You have a lot of institutions in the area, so people 
are coming on a regular basis," LaMotte said "That's 
good news." 

Metra is also planning to lay a second set of tracks 
near the Wheeling station, which will add twice as 
many trains coming to and leaving the station. That 
should create more convenient schedules for more 
commuters. 

Metra currently has a limited weekday schedule 
from Wheeling and no weekend trains. The double-
tracking, planned to be completed in 2005 or 2006, 
should increase ridership. 

The area targeted for redevelopment stretches from 
London Middle School on the west end, along Dundee 
Road and to the Community Recreation Center to the 

(Continued on page 9) a 

Expect to pay more 
for village permit 

BY CASEY E. MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

c. — / s  
Looking to enhance your tel-

evision variety by going satel-
lite? You'll need a village 
permit. 

That old water heater break 
down? You'll need a permit if 
you want to install a new one. 

Thinking of putting up a dog 
run for the family pet to enjoy? 

You got it. You have to get a 
permit first. 

Wheeling officials plan to in-
crease building permit fees for 
the first time since 1987, mak-
ing them more in line with the 
costs associated with inspec-

.46.4boadmikefated bp* village. 
And some projects like those 

mentioned above that require 
permits might come as a sur-
prise to many residents. Most 
people understand that a per-
mit is required to build a deck, 
add a garage or re-roof a home, 
for example. But permits are 
also needed for such mundane 
things as installing a satellite 
dish or a dog run, and even re-
placing a water heater 

The Village Board is ex-
pected to approve a long list of 
new residential permit fees 
during a meeting May 27. Most 
will increase by $5 or $10, but 
some are going up more sub-
stantially. Fees to install a hot 
tub, for example, could rise by 
as much as $40. 

Community Development  

Director Dan Ozanich said is-
suing permits and conducting 
inspections help ensure the 
safety of residents and their 
homes after renovations and 
remodeling projects. Business 
owners also pay for commercial 
permit fees, which Ozanich 
said are more expensive than 
residential permits in an effort 
to "lessen the impact to resi-
dents." 

Michael Mondschain, 
Wheeling's finance director, 
said the village collects about 
$150,000 annually from permit 
fees. He was unsure how much 
more the village would collect if 
and when the new fees are im-
posed. 

With such things as the in-
stallation of a new water heater 
or water softener requiring a 
village permit before work can 
begin, Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann wanted to be sure 
that residents are aware of the 
rules. Ozanich said the village 
plans to include lists in "Village 
Views," the village newsletter 
that is published every other 
month. The complete list also is 
posted on the village's Web site. 

The minimum penalty for 
building without a permit also 
is expected to increase to $50 or 

twice the amount of the origi-
nal permit. The maximum 
penalty would be set at $500. 



• Bud 
Continued from page 5 
increasing fees. The district 
will increase student fees by $5 
and summer school fees by $8 
per week, raising that tuition to 
$33 per week from $25. 

Intel-session fees for those 
schools that offer a year-round 
continuous learning calendar 
will also increase from $10 per 
week to $28. The board also re-
duced the number of weeks of 
intiarcoccirm r— — 
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BY CASEY E. MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 
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About 10 of the eliminated positions include 
classroom teachers and bilingual teachers. The 
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School Board approves warehouse addition 
BY CASEY E. MoFFirr 

STAFF WRITER 

A tour of the Wheeling Elementary 
School District 21 warehouse facility 
convinced School Board members to 
spend nearly $900,000 to build an addi-
tion that would provide more space for 
those who keep the schools up and run-
ning. 

Assistant Superintendent of Build-
ings and Grounds Gheorghe Trifon re-
quested the 10,000-square-foot addition  

so that employees would have more 
work space and to provide more storage 
space for district vehicles and records. 
Money to fund the addition will come 
from the $21.5 million building referen-
dum voters approved in March 2001. 

Trifon gave board members a tour of 
the existing facility, located just behind 
the administration building on Dundee 
Road, immediately before their May 15 
meeting. The tour made a real impres-
sion on some. 

Board member Kathy Edmonds said 
she was "shocked" to see how inade-
quate the space was for the work that 
needs to be done in the warehouse. Tri-
fon's staff fixes computers and audiovi-
sual equipment in the workshop, and 
they also make repairs to heating, venti-
lation and air-conditioning units. The 
addition will also be used to house out-
door stages for special events, which are 
currently stored off-site. 

Ttifon said the district saves money  

by doing many repairs in-house. 
'We can save a lot of money by being 

able to fix equipment ... and deliver it to 
classrooms quickly and efficiently," he 
said. "Right now; we have about a 4-foot 
by 4-foot space where two guys work." 

The district has also had a problem 
with deterring vandalism to its vehicles, 
which are now stored outside. Windows 
get broken, tires punctured and a plow 
from a truck has been stolen in the past, 
Trifon said. 

(Continued on page 17) 

Robber beaten with own gun faces 30 years 
The school distri.1 also will 

save $18,000 annually that is 
currently spent for the storage 
of machine parts and other 
items. Other aspects of the ad-
dition include new office space, 
additional district meeting 
space and a training room. 
With the new office space, the 
building department will move 
out of the administration build-
ing and into the warehouse, 
which will allow the district's 
technology department to va-
cate space in the Hawthorne 
School building and move into 
the District 21 Administration 
Building. It will also free office 
space for the department of in-
struction. 

The school district allocated 
about $450,000 in referendum 
funds for work on the ware- 
house, but cost savings from 
projects last summer allowed 
the district to spend more 
money on warehouse improve-
ments, said Dan Cash, District 
21 finance director. 

BY TONY GORDON 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

A Wheeling man faces up to 
30 years in prison after being 
convicted Friday of attacking 
people at automatic teller 
machines in three Lake County 
communities. 

Thomas Cooper, 22, was 
arrested when his third 
intended victim ripped the .22-
caliber revolver being pointed 
at him out of Cooper's hand 
and beat him on the head with 
it. 

Cooper, of 107 E. Dundee 
Road, robbed people at ATMs in 
Mundelein and Libertyville on 
Oct. 25 before meeting his 
match later that day in Vernon  

Hills, Assistant State's Attorney 
Eric Kalata said. 

From a man at a Mundelein 
bank at 685 S. Route 83, Cooper 
took $1,000, a cell phone, a 
wallet containing credit cards 
and car keys. 

Another $1,040, a cell phone 
and car keys were stolen from a 
man at Hulburt and Park in Lib-
ertyville about 30 minutes later. 

In Vernon Hills, Cooper 
approached a man at an ATM at 
Hawthorn Center and 
demanded cash, but the man 
grabbed Cooper's gun from his 
hand. 

"The victim meted out a sig-
nificant pounding," Kalata said. 
"He hit the defendant on the 
top of his head with the butt of  

the weapon hard enough to 
break the grips off the pistol." 

Cooper fled the scene, but the 
weapon was traced to his par-
ents' home. He was arrested two 
days later after the Vernon Hills 
victim identified a picture of 
Cooper police had obtained. 

Cooper gave police a 17-page 
confession. He had cuts, bruises 
and abrasions on his head and 
face suffered in the fight with 
the man in Vernon Hills. 

Police had a DNA test done 
on blood found on the intended 
victim's shirt that showed the 
odds were 1 in 5.42 quadrillion 
that it came from someone 
other than Cooper. 

He was convicted of two 
armed robberies and one  

attempted armed robbery after 
at trial before Associate Judge 
John Phillips. 

Cooper did not contest any of 
the evidence at trial or call any 
witnesses on his behalf. Defense 
attorney Ralph Strathmann of 
Waukegan said he intends to 
appeal the conviction. 

Strathmann said he does not 
believe police had probable 
cause to take Cooper into cus-
tody when they did, and that 
any evidence against him gath-
ered after that should not be 
used. 

Phillips scheduled a sentenc-
ing hearing for July 17, allowing 
Cooper to remain free until then 
on the $25,000 cash bond he 
had posted. 

Police to open center on Wolf Road 
• 

Purchase of building allows village to increase presence, enhance services 
BY CASEY E. MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Village Board agreed 
to buy a two-story building at 99 N. Wolf 
Road and turn it into a community re-
source center for the Police Department. 

The agreement, reached at the 
board's May 27 meeting, allows the vil-
lage to purchase the building for 
$275,000 with money from the village's 
reserve fund. 

"That's the advantage of having a 
healthy reserve fund," said Village Man-
ager Wallace Douthwaite. "You can take 
advantage of unexpected opportunities 

I like this." 
Douthwaite said Police Chief John 

Popadowski made it known soon after  

Douthwaite became the village man-
ager in September that the department 
wanted a resource center in that partic-
ular neighborhood, which has seen gang 
and other criminal activity. 

"This will give us more of a police 
presence in an area that has seen it's 
share of problems," Douthwaite said. 

Sgt. John leevans of the Police De-
partment's crime prevention unit said 
the unit will relocate from the current 
police station to the new building. The 
center will also be used to host neigh-
borhood watch meetings, the Citizens 
Police Academy, rape aggression de-
fense classes and for child safety seat in-
spections and training. A social worker ' 
will also be stationed in the center, 'The 
vans said. 

The center also will be open for resi-
dents to file complaints or talk about is-
sues in their neighborhoods. The 
location is within walking distance from 
the Pavilion Senior Center, allowing the 
department to offer services specifically 
for the elderly population at the facility. 

Thevans said he was excited to hear 
the Village Board agreed to buy the 
building in the exact location the de-
partment wanted to put the center. 

"We were talking to businesses in the 
area to see if they had space available 
where we could operate the center," he 
said. "We were talking to those busi-
nesses when the building became avail-
able and the village decided to look into 
it. 

Moving the crime prevention unit  

out of the police station will also free up 
badly needed space for the rest of the 
department, Teevans said. 

There are businesses in the newly ac-
quired building, and some residents live 
in a three-bedroom apartment upstairs. 
The department will have to wait for 
leases to expire before renovating the 
building and moving in. Thevans said 
other businesses and residents in the 
neighborhood are excited to see the cen-
ter open. 

"The residents are glad to see us take 
a more active role," he said. "All the re-
action from surrounding businesses 
and residents has been positive." 

leevans said he expects the village 
will close the deal on June 26. 



the weapon hard enough to 
break the grips off the pistol." 

Cooper fled the scene, but the 
weapon was traced to his par-
ents' home. He was arrested two 
days later after the Vernon Hills 
victim identified a picture of 
Cooper police had obtained. 

Cooper gave police a 17-page 
confession. He had cuts, bruises 
and abrasions on his head and 
face suffered in the fight with 
the man in Vernon Hills. 

Police had a DNA test done 
on blood found on the intended 
victim's shirt that showed the 
odds were 1 in 5.42 quadrillion 
that it came from someone 
other than Cooper. 

He was convicted of two 
armed robberies and one 

attempted armed robbery after 
at trial before Associate Judge 
John Phillips. 

Cooper did not contest any of 
the evidence at trial or call any 
witnesses on his behalf. Defense 
attorney Ralph Strathmann of 
Waukegan said he intends to 
appeal the conviction. 

Strathmann said he does not 
believe police had probable 
cause to take Cooper into cus-
tody when they did, and that 
any evidence against him gath-
ered after that should not be 
used. 

Phillips scheduled a sentenc-
ing hearing for July 17, allowing 
Cooper to remain free until then 
on the $25,000 cash bond he 
had posted. 
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BY TONY GORDON 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

A Wheeling man faces up to 
30 years in prison after being 
convicted Friday of attacking 
people at automatic teller 
machines in three Lake County 
communities. ' 

Thomas Cooper, 22, was 
arrested when his third 
intended victim ripped the .22-
caliber revolver being pointed 
at him out of Cooper's hand 
and beat him on the head with 
it. 

Cooper, of 107 E. Dundee 
Road, robbed people at ATMs in 
Mundelein and Libertyville on 
Oct. 25 before meeting his 
match later that day in Vernon 

Hills, Assistant State's Attorney 
Eric Kalata said. 

From a man at a Mundelein 
bank at 685 S. Route 83, Cooper 
took $1,000, a cell phone, a 
wallet containing credit cards 
and car keys. 

Another $1,040, a cell phone 
and car keys were stolen from a 
man at Hulburt and Park in Lib-
ertyville about 30 minutes later. 

In Vernon Hills, Cooper 
approached a man at an ATM at 
Hawthorn Center and 
demanded cash, but the man 
grabbed Cooper's gun from his 
hand. 

"The victim meted out a sig-
nificant pounding," Kalata said. 
"He hit the defendant on the 
top of his head with the butt of 
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BY CASEY E. MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Elementary School District 21 
Board is cutting expenses and finding new rev-
enue sources as part of its budget for the 2003-04 
school year, fulfilling a promise to control spend-
ing. 

The board is cutting $1.3 million and adding 
about $260,000 in new revenue, according to a re-
vised budget. Board members promised to keep 
an eye on spending during a campaign for an ed-
ucation-fund tax increase, which voters ap-
proved April 1. 

"This is a better use of resources," said board 
member Arlen Gould. "Despite the referendum, 
we need to watch our spending." 

The revised cuts total about 31 percent of the 
$4.3 million in cuts recommended by the board 
before the referendum vote. At that time, the 
board was planning to cut about 50 teaching po-
sitions. According to the new plan, about 15 
teachers and other personnel will be eliminated. 
Despite the cuts, average classrooms sizes will 
remain about the same throughout the district, 
school officials said. 

"We spoke to all the principals to see where 
they are and what they needed to meet target 
(classroom) areas," said Superintendent Gary 
Mical. "In some cases, we're below those areas." 

The district tries to keep classroom sizes at 25 
students in kindergarten through grade three, 26 
students in grades four through six, and 27 stu-
dents in grades seven and eight. 

Mical said no teachers will have to be laid off. 
The cuts will be achieved by not filling positions 
vacated by retirements. 

The school district also will 
save $18,000 annually that is 
currently spent for the storage 
of machine parts and other 
items. Other aspects of the ad-
dition include new office space, 
additional district meeting 
space and a training room. 
With the new office space, the 
building department will move 
out of the administration build-
ing and into the warehouse, 
which will allow the district's 
technology department to va-
cate space in the Hawthorne 
School building and move into 
the District 21 Administration 
Building. It will also free office 
space for the department of in-
struction. 

The school district allocated 
about $450,000 in referendum 
funds for work on the ware- 
house, but cost savings from 
projects last summer allowed 
the district to spend more 
money on warehouse improve-
ments, said Dan Cash, District 
21 finance director. 

About 10 of the eliminated positions include 
classroom teachers and bilingual teachers. The 
other positions include psychologists, social 
workers and instructional specialists. 

The board also elected to reduce the hours po-
lice liaisons work in each of the middle schools. 
The district had one full-time police officer in all 
three middle schools — Holmes, London and 
Cooper. According to the new plan, police officers 
will be in those schools only 10 hours each week. 

That reduction drew the ire of some parents 
of Holmes Middle School students, who said the 
officer helps the Police Department keep track of 
trouble in the school and the neighborhood. 
They were particularly upset because of an inci-
dent that took place near the intersection of 
Dundee and Wolf roads in February in which 
shots were fired during a fight. No one was in-
jured in the incident, and no school children 
were involved. 

Wheeling Police Chief John Popadowski said 
the department considers the resource officer an 
important component of its crime-fighting strat-
egy. 

"We consider the resource officer vital in both 
of the (Wheeling) middle schools and the high 
school," Popadowski said. "I think the resource 
officer has been helpful not only to the Police De-
partment, but to the schools, the parents and the 
students." 

The district will save $98,000 by reducing the 
hours of the resource officers. 

All the cuts will be incorporated into next 
year's budget, board approval of which is ex-
pected in August. 

The district will increase revenue mainly by 
(Continued on page 17)  

increasing tees. 'me custrict 
will increase student fees by $5 
and summer school fees by $8 
per week, raising that tuition to 
$33 per week from $25. 

Intersession fees for those 
schools that offer a year-round 
continuous learning calendar 
will also increase from $10 per 
week to $28. The board also re-
duced the number of weeks of 
intersession courses to four 
weeks each year from six. 

Board President Ellen Clark 
said she believes intersession 
fees should be reviewed again 
next year, especially because 
they are lower than summer 
school fees. Intersession 
courses run the entire school 
day, while summer school 
courses are only two hours a 
day. 

The district will also save 
about $169,000 by securing a 
state grant for its Summer 
English Language Academy 
instead of paying for it with dis-
trict funds. 

While the board made cuts 
elsewhere, it also agreed to 
pump $36,000 into program-
ming and services at 
Hawthorne School, which 
houses Whitman Elementary 
School kindergartners. The 
money will go toward provid-
ing library services, before-
and after-school day care and 
mini-exploratory classes. The 
extra classes will be held four 
days a week, and include Span-
ish, English literacy, technol-
ogy, music and art. 

"This is a special need for a 
unique school," Gould said. 
"It's not necessarily a pilot pro- 
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Police to open center on Wolf Road 
Purchase of building allows village to increase presence, enhance services 

BY CASEY E. MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Village Board agreed 
to buy a two-story building at 99 N. Wolf 
Road and turn it into a community re-
source center for the Police Department. 

The agreement, reached at the 
board's May 27 meeting, allows the vil-
lage to purchase the building for 
$275,000 with money from the village's 
reserve fund. 

"That's the advantage of having a 
healthy reserve fund," said Village Man-
ager Wallace Douthwaite. "You can take 
advantage of unexpected opportunities 

I like this." 
Douthwaite said Police Chief John 

Popadowski made it known soon after  

Douthwaite became the village man-
ager in September that the department 
wanted a resource center in that partic-
ular neighborhood, which has seen gang 
and other criminal activity. 

"This will give us more of a police 
presence in an area that has seen it's 
share of problems," Douthwaite said. 

Sgt. John Teevans of the Police De-
partment's crime prevention unit said 
the unit will relocate from the current 
police station to the new building. The 
center will also be used to host neigh-
borhood watch meetings, the Citizens 
Police Academy, rape aggression de-
fense classes and for child safety seat in-
spections and training. A social worker 
will also be stationed in the center, Ibe 
vans said. 

The center also will be open for resi-
dents to file complaints or talk about is-
sues in their neighborhoods. The 
location is within walking distance from 
the Pavilion Senior Center, allowing the 
department to offer services specifically 
for the elderly population at the facility. 

Teevans said he was excited to hear 
the Village Board agreed to buy the 
building in the exact location the de-
partment wanted to put the center. 

"We were talking to businesses in the 
area to see if they had space available 
where we could operate the center," he 
said. "We were talking to those busi-
nesses when the building became avail-
able and the village decided to look into 
it." 

Moving the crime prevention unit  

out of the police station will also Me up 
badly needed space for the rest of the 
department, Teevans said. 

There are businesses in the newly ac-
quired building, and some residents live 
in a three-bedroom apartment upstairs. 
The department will have to wait for 
leases to expire before renovating the 
building and moving in. 'Thevans said 
other businesses and residents in the 
neighborhood are excited to see the cen-
ter open. 

"The residents are glad to see us take 
a more active role," he said. "All the re-
action from surrounding businesses 
and residents has been positive." 

Teevans said he expects the village 
will close the deal on June 26. 
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Stiglmeier employee Mira Medvedeviene packs brats at the family-owned factory on Chaddick Drive in Wheeling. 

Cathryn Scott/Staff Photographer 

The Stiglmeier Sausage Co. in Wheeling specializes in a wide 
variety of meats, everything from cold cuts to bratwurst and ham. 

Links to the past 
Family business prides itself on traditional approach to making sausage 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

B ratwurst and wieners 
are summertime 
staples for outdoor 
grilling, and one 

Wheeling company produces a 
wide variety of both using 
traditional family recipes. 

The Stiglmeier Sausage 
Company on Chaddick Drive 
has been making sausages 
since 1965. The company is still 
family-owned and still uses 
many of the same techniques 
and recipes from when the com-
pany first started. 

"My husband learned (to 
make sausage) in Germany," ex-
plained Gertraud Stiglmeier, 
president of the company. "He 
started a butcher shop in 1961 
and then started the (sausage) 
company on Elston Avenue in 
Chicago." 

Gertraud and Anton 
Stiglmeier moved from Bavaria 
to the United States in 1959 and 
began the company catering to 
a large German population in 
Chicago. The 20,000-square-foot 
Wheeling plant was built in 
1986. 

Anton Stiglmeier has since 
retired, but Gertraud and her 
children, John and Fli7abeth 
Stiglmeier, still run the com-
pany. The Stiglmeier children 
have grown up around the plant 
and couldn't imaging doing 
anything else for a living. 

"Every summer vacation and every day off 
from school we were here," Elizabeth Stiglmeier 
said. "I really enjoy it." 

Brat basics 

Using top-grade, USDA approved pork, veal, 
beef and liver, along with spices, Stiglmeier 
makes 70 different varieties of sausage. They 
range from traditional. Bavarian bratwurst and 
wieners, to deli meats like German-style mor-
tadella, bologna and salami. The company also 
produces Polish, Russian and Jewish-style 
sausages, but it does not produce kosher items. 
Stiglmeier also specializes in smoked hams. 

Stiglmeier does not use any preservatives or 
fillers in its sausages. They also make them with 
a minimum amount of water so the sausage 
maintains its plump shape when cooking. 

"If you have a good bratwurst, you don't need 
to precook or add any extra spice or marinade," 
Elizabeth Stiglmeier said. "The brat should speak for 
itself" 

However, tastes have changed since the company 
first began. Gertraud Stiglmeier said there are fewer 
German immigrants in the area today, and Stiglmeier 
has changed its recipes to meet those new tastes. 

"There are a lot more Polish and Russians coming 
over now," she said. "And they're starting their own 
businesses." 

Stiglmeier's Bavarian bratwurst tends be mild in  

flavor, and made with veal and pork. Other styles of 
sausage have different spices and coarseness to them. 

`A specialty business' 

Stiglmeier has relied on smaller businesses to carry 
its products, as opposed to large chain supermarkets. 
Gertraud Stiglmeier said she doesn't want to enter that 
market because her product is not cheap enough to 
compete. 

"There is not a lot of hand labor in cheaper meats,"  

she said. "I want to stay in the specialty business 
and not get too big. ... We're a specialty business, 

of and that sticks around." 
All sausage — whether spicy or mild, coarse or 1g 

smooth — produced at Stiglmeier starts with the :-'4" 
meat, which is chopped and blended with spices or  
into a fine emulsion. Ground meat is added to the le  
emulsion, depending on the coarseness of the' 
sausage. It is then stuffed into its casing and' 
wrapped. After wrapped, sausages are hung on a :1g 
tall rack, which is placed into the cooker. 4. 

After its cooked, the sausage is packaged and to 
ready to ship. ye 

"We ship all over the U.S. now," Gertraudrig on Stiglmeier said. 
Stiglmeier has also found success with itsty 

mail-order business, especially during the Christ- • 
mas season, the company's busiest time. 

"We don't get to see our own families at Christ-tat 
mastime, we're so busy" Elizabeth Stiglmeierby said. es Stiglmeier also produces sausage for other la- id  

bell. Other companies provide the recipes and the la-in  
bell, and Stiglmeier will produce the sausages to order,  
and ship them out. 

The Stiglmeier sausages can be found at Flesh it 
Farms, 291 E. Dundee Road, and Garden Flesh, 1786 W. 
Hintz Road, in Wheeling. They can also be found in 
smaller European-style delis in the Chicago area. 

Casey Moffitt can be reached at einoffitt@pioneer-
locaLcam. 

auupieu uy must. utsprii. 
early 2002, the dispatcher knows 
only the call-back number of the 
cellular phone, the location and 
coverage area of the cell tower, 
and which way the antenna that 
picked up the call was facing. 

"Now it doesn't have to be so 
much of a hit or miss," Wheeling 
Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac said. 

ata Laa. vL.aasFj La 

smaller community — more 
centrally focused," MacIsaac 
said. 

Global positioning technol-
ogy is supposed to pinpoint a 
cell caller's exact location in the 
next phase of 911 improve-
ments, which Wheeling doesn't 
expect for three or fottryears. 

 uanwu a bULGUSS&-' 
The Wheeling Police Department is calling its recent "Click 

it or Ticket" campaign a success. The department conducted its 
campaign in conjunction with the national "Click it or Ticket" 
campaign, which is designed to increase awareness about the 
importance of wearing safety belts and increase enforcement of 
seat belt laws. The campaign included a school speed zone, 
seat-belt enforcement zone, DUI enforcement and a roadside 
safety check over the Memorial Day weekend. 

Police issued 659 citations and written warnings during the 
campaign, including 443 for seat belt violations, nine for child 
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BEFORE (Professional model) AFTER (Actual results may vary) 

• Non-surgical facelift • Non-surgical body contouring 

• Skin rejuvenation — face and body 

• Medical-grade skin care • Wrinkle reduction 

UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED 

BOARD CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEON. 

GUARANTEED RESULTS I FREE CONSULTATIONS 
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LaSalle Bank Open 
THE GLEN CLUB, JUNE 10—JUNE 13 

See pro golf 'as it was meant to be seen: up close. Tickets are only $10, even on championship days. 

Kids Under 16 and adults 65+ get in for free. Official tournament parking is at The Glen Town Center. 

For tickets or more information, call 877.LBO.INFO, or visit lasalIebankopen.com. 

U. Nationwide' 
Tour 

LaSalle Bank N A 02004 

Skin Deep 
MEDICALSPA 

STEVEN P. BLOCH, M.D. 
1160 PARK AVENUE WEST, SUITE 2E, HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035 

(866) 247-8053 / www.skIndeepmedicalspa.com  
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Abandoned annexation proposal 
Gaps in the Wheeling map will continue to be considered part of the 
village in name only, despite a decision in February 2002 to forcibly 
annex at least four of seven unincorporated Cook County parcels to 
speed beautification efforts. 

1. Plum Creek and Hunt Club area: 
Includes Plum Creek Condominiums 
complex and Hunt Club apartments. 
Village concerned about drug activity 
in Hunt Club apartments. About 48 
acres. 
2. South Milwaukee Avenue: 
Consists of construction yard with 
outside truck storage, equipment 
and construction materials that 
trustees consider unsightly. About 2 
acres. 
3. Industrial Drive area: Includes 
waste management facility, 
automobile repair shops and private 
airport hangars. Was about 66 acres, 
but village hoped to reduce to 60 
acres by getting some owners to 
annex voluntarily. 

4. South Milwaukee area: Includes 
restaurant and bar, auto rental office 
and construction offices. About 11/2  
acres. 
5. Wolf Run Estates: Initially 
proposed as possible second phase, 
but considered this week as primary 
takeover. Older, smaller homes and 
businesses. About 14 acres. 
6. Vera Lane area: Proposed as 
possible second phase. Mostly 
homes, with commercial properties 
and home businesses. About 22 
acres. 
7. Jackson Drive area: Proposed 
as possible second phase. Mostly 
single-family homes and vacant lots. 
About 58 acres. 

DAILY HERALD 

Wheeling says annexing 
nearby areas too costly 

) ,f; 3.00 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Path/ Last spar Whi.L‘Lina 

"The properties we're 

talking about carry the 

Technology assists 911 cell calls 
BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER‘ -79 -4:
1- 

New technology now allows the Wheel-
ing fire and police departments to remove 
some of the guesswork when it comes to 
finding a person making a 911 call on a cel-
lular telephone. 

With nearly 80 percent of all Wheeling 
911 calls coming from cellular telephone 
users, the new technology, which pinpoints 
the caller's location within a 400- to 500-foot 
area, is considered a tremendous asset to 
firefighters and police officers. 

"Having a more definitive location 
means a quicker response and quicker 
service," Wheeling Fire Chief Keith 
MacIsaac said. "Before, we were still de-
pendent on the party giving us a good de-
scription as to where they were." 

Wireless 911 has been available in 
Wheeling for more than a year now, but the  

new technology gives police officers and 
firefighters a more exact location of a crime 
scene, accident or fire. 

All cellular telephone calls are transmit-
ted by three area towers, MacIsaac said. 
Previously, the system told dispatchers 
which tower was receiving the strongest 
signal, giving police or fire officials a more 
vague idea as to from where the call was 
originating. 

MacIsaac explained the new technology 
now takes the signal, runs it through a 
computer program and displays a theoret-
ical latitude and longitude of the location of 
the call on a computerized map. 

"Before, we would know a call might be 
coming from the Wal-MarVSam's Club area 
(in Wheeling), which is a pretty big area," 
MacIsaac explained. "Now we would know 
that same call is coming from the 900 or 
1000 block of McHenry Road." 

Wheeling is one of the first communities  

to implement the new technology in the 
northwest suburbs, MacIsaac said. When 
the new dispatch center for Wheeling and 
Glenview was built two years ago, it was 
built knowing this technology was on its 
way. 

'We didn't have to rebuy any equip-
ment," he said. "It's all new, designed and 
built with this (technology) in mind." 

MacIsaac said more and more people 
are using cellular telephones to report 
emergencies. He said the department isn't 
necessarily receiving more calls, but since 
people tend to take their cell phones with 
them wherever they go, it makes sense that 
more emergency calls are coming via cell. 

"People are calling from cars, backyards, 
baseball games, church events, while 
they're shopping — you name it," 
MacIsaac said. "The cell phone goes every-
where you do. As a result, it's becoming a 

(Continued on page 11) 
widely used tool to respond to emergencies." 

Another phase of cellular technology also on 
the horizon, but still years away, is the use of a 
global positioning satellite to pinpoint the origins 
of a call even more accurately. 

"Only a few vendors are using GPS (technol-
ogy), and until all the old cell phones are re-
Placed, you're not going to see the full benefit," 

Restaurants cited 
in alcohol check 

MacIsaac said. "It's getting there, but with the 
hardware, there's still a lot of work to do." 

The new dispatch services and technology up-
grades are paid for by a state-imposed surcharge 
on cellular telephone bills. Wheeling receives 48 
cents of the 75-cent charge, and the remaining 
goes to the phone company to develop and main-
tain wireless 911 technologies and. bariiware.. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Three Wheeling restaurants 
are accused of serving alcohol 
to minors after the Wheeling 
Police Department conducted 
an alcohol compliance check of 
39 businesses earlier this 
month. 

The check, conducted June 
2 and June 4, found servers at 
Buono Sera, I Am Siam and 
Alamos Tacos provided alco-
holic beverages to patrons 
under 21 years old. Those 
servers were issued a citation 
for serving alcohol to a minor 
and will appear in court and be-
fore the Wheeling Liquor Con-
trol Commission to determine 
guilt and punishment. 

Cpl. Joseph Schaff of the 
Wheeling Police Department 
accompanied the underage in-
formants and said he was sur-
prised the businesses sold 
them liquor, especially since 
advance notice was provided. 

"This (check) was an- 
their own identification cards 
during the checks. 

"We're not trying to be 
sneaky" Schaff said. "We tell 
everyone to card everybody. It's 
the easiest route to go." 

Schaff said he was especially 
surprised that servers in 
Alamos Tacos and I Am Siam 
served the minors after check-
ing their identification cards. 

"One (server) said he 
thought the drinking age was 
18," Schaff said. 

Village officials have been 
trying to keep the sale of alco-
hol to minors at a minimum, 
and part of their strategy in-
cludes working with the Wheel-
ing/Prospect Heights Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry on 
a training program. 

This year, the Restaurant 
Row Hospitality Group, which 
is part of the chamber, has con-
ducted two Beverage Alcohol 
Sellers and Servers Education 
and Training programs. Jim 
T 17u-harem nrac d f rf the 

nounced," he said. `About two 
or three weeks prior to the 
check, we sent written notifica-
tion to all businesses that have 
a liquor license that we would 
be out doing this." 

The department has con-
ducted similar checks in the 
past. During the last check 
conducted in November, five 
businesses out of 29 visited 
served alcohol to minors. 
Schaff said no prior notification 
was sent out before that check. 

The five businesses caught 
in the November check in-
cluded Hackney's, Hangouts, 
PS Pub, Benihana and Pico De 
Gallo. All five pleaded guilty to 
the charges, and the village 
fined Hackney's, Hangouts, PS 
Pub and Benihana $300 for the 
infractions. Pico De Gallo was 
fined $500 and had its liquor li-
cense suspended for three 
days. 

Undercover police officers 
accompany volunteer minors 
into the establishments during 
the checks. The volunteers use 

(Continued on page 10) 

Restaurant Row Hospitality 
Group, said the group wanted 
to police itself in the training 
program before village officials 
passed new ordinances forcing 
servers to be trained. 

"There have been a lot of 
crackdowns and political pres-
sure lately," Lederer said. "With 
better training, we can protect 
ourselves." 

More than 20 bartenders, 
servers and managers have at-
tended the first two training 
sessions. Another session is 
planned for this summer. The 
program is open to both cham-
ber members and nonmem-
bers. Lederer said he was 
pleased to see the number of 
those who apparently failed the 
check drop this time around 
and that none of the businesses 
cited is a repeat offender. 

"We had problems with re-
peat offenders before, which is 
why the village approached us 
to begin with — to minimize re- 
neat nffonciprc" T .PrlarPr cairn 



Theeling wants to back out of bike path plan with Buffa 
BASS cuArT 
Uerald Staff  Writers / 

o Grove 
a darkened, graffiti-covered over-
pass at Lake-Cook Road. 

"I don't know if you want your 
daughter riding through there," 
Stavros told trustees. 

Design changes would add 
$120,000 in local funding to a 
project already set to cost Wheel-
ing, its park district and its 
Rotary Club more than $120,000, 
Stavros said. Buffalo Grove's 
share was about $102,000. 

IDOT wants to know by July 7 
whether Wheeling wants to 
allow bids to go out for the 
Greenway path. 

Trustees decided to ask IDOT 
whether Wheeling can use the 
$766,000 the state set aside for 
the Greenway project on an 
alternative loop proposal 
Wheeling developed that incor-
porates local sidewalks. 

Steve Boime, an employee of 
the Chicagoland Bicycle Federa-
tion and a Wheeling resident, 
said he supports that plan. 

"The alternatives I think serve 
neighborhoods," Boime said. 
'And if we can set a precedent of 
getting bike lanes on the street, 
I'm all for it." 

path from Illinois' federal 
enhancement funds. 

Wheeling officials say that, in 
the past decade, the project has 
encountered such obstacles as 
refusal by the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation to allow 
access to a crossing at Dundee 
Road. 

Wheeling Engineering Assis-
tant Tony Stavros also told 
trustees new development has 
changed the landscape along 
the intended path. 

It has created safety concerns 
by placing part of the path under 

cably tied together through our 
entire growth and develop-
ment," Balling said. "There's an 
awful lot of essence of the pro-
ject that would be lost." 

The Regional Greenway Cor-
ridor Bike Path was supposed to 
create a pathway loop from a 
point near Wheeling's Metra sta-
tion near Dundee Road to 
Busch Parkway near Buffalo 
Grove's rail station. 

Rotary Clubs in both towns 
had persuaded park districts 
and village officials to get an 80-
percent funding match for the 

on streets and fill gaps in side-
walks that have been installed 
since the bike-path partnership 
was conceived in 1993. 

Buffalo Grove fears that this 
alternative would jeopardize a 
community-driven project 
intended to unite two towns in 
promoting environmentally 
friendly transportation, said 
Buffalo Grove Village Manager 
'William Balling. 

"It's a Wheeling decision, but 
this was kind of like a lasting 
reminder that Wheeling and 
Buffalo Grove have been irrevo- 

heeling is poised to pull the 
on a 10-year partnership to 
d a bike path that would 
7 cyclists to Metra train sta-
s in Wheeling and Buffalo 
e. 
ustees in Wheeling, which 
the lead on the project, say 
path's $1 million design is 
ated and that costly changes 
Id come out of local pockets. 
stead, Wheeling wants to use 
ral funds to create bike lanes 

Statistics show crime's again on the run 
After a blip, Northwest suburban incidents down 

h I/ (}°3 
Crime stats 
Rate per 1,000 people drops 
in most area counties 
Overall crime rate 

2001 2002 %chge.  
Illinois 42.4 41.7 -1.5 

Cook 54.2 52.9 -2.4 

NW Suburbs 22.6 21.4 -5.0  

DuPage 25.7 24.9 -3.4  

Lake 24.3 24.5 1.0  

Kane 32.9 31.4 -4.5  

McHenry 22.9 22.7 -0.9  

Will 28.2 27.7  -1.5 
Note: Numbers are rounded 
Source: Illinois State Police 

Crime doesn't follow 
trend in economy 

From St. Charles to San 
Francisco, crime fell across 
America in 2002, new figures 
show. Contrast that to 2001, 
when crime rose for the first 
time in half a decade, and 
many blamed the economy. 
But last year, as jobs left the 
suburbs and police saw their 
budgets crunched, crime 
didn't rise. Experts don't know 
why. See story on Page 6. 

those busts prevented further 
crimes. 

"What we saw was thefts from 
motor vehicles in the apartment 
complexes," Hermes said of a 
trend that began a few years 
ago. "If you get one (vehicle 
break-in) in an apartment com-
plex, you're going to get four or 
five at once, at least. But we 
were able to break up some of 
those rings ... through good 
follow-up work." 

Mount Prospect Police Chief 
Rich Eddington said the most 
recent figures show his depart- 

more than two years ago, figures 
show. 

Experts caution that such sta-
tistics provide only a crude 
barometer to measure crime, 
but locally, several Northwest 
suburban police officials are 
pointing to specific efforts they 
say are yielding results. 

Common property crimes, 
such as theft, auto theft and 
burglary, dropped - a phenom-
enon some police say can be 
traced to better policing. 

In Wheeling, for example, 
arrests for burglary and theft 
were up sharply, and Deputy 
Chief Michael Hermes said 

suburbs, there were 21.44 
crimes for every 1,000 residents, 
figures show. That's less than 
half the Cook County-wide rate 
and well below the national 
rate, which has hovered around 
41 incidents per 1,000 people. 
Crime in the Northwest suburbs 
is pretty much on par with 
crime elsewhere in the suburbs, 
the data shows. 

Some types of crime in the 
Northwest suburbs went up in 
2002, while others went down. 

Six homicides were commit-
ted, a drop from 14 in 2001. 
There were 165 criminal sexual 
assaults reported last year, 40 

BY DAVE ORRICK 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

After a probable hiccup two 
years ago, crime in the North-
west suburbs returned to its 
downward path last year, 
according to new statistics. 

Major crimes reported to 
police fell 5 percent in 2002, a 
path that generally mirrors the 
rest of the Chicago suburbs but 
outpaces drops nationwide, 
statewide and in Cook County 
as a whole, according to new 
figures from the Illinois State 
Police. 

Throughout the Northwest 

Crime in your town 
• For a detailed list of statistics, 
see Pa s e 6 See CRIME on PAGE 6 

Experts have trouble explaining drop in crime 
Jc-tM6 t 0)003 

Statistics may tell a false tale, some saj Northwest suburbs crime statistics Rates are per 1,000 residents. Numbers are totals; some figures rounded. 
Total 

Estimated incidents Crime 
Year pop.* of crime rate 

Violent Property 
crime crime 
rate rate 

Criminal Aggravated 
sexual Assault/ 

Homicide assault Robbery Battery Burglary 

welcomed the news, which 
lowed a general increase 
crime in 2001, the first y 
crime rose since 1996. 

Last year, many attributed 
bump up to the bursting of 
economic bubble of the 
1990s and the new war on 
rorism. 

At the local level, some pc 
said they believe they know i 
crime dropped in their coma 
nity. 

St. Charles Police Chief I 
Shaw, for example, points 1 
two-year fall in burglaries, f• 
41 in 2000 to 14 in 2002. 

"What we focused on 
our drug addicts, specific 
heroin addicts," he said • 
plan that included assign 
two officers to target d 
offenders and make use 
Kane County's drug court 
think it's made a big differe] 
Drug addicts are a big caus 
property crime." 

But no one claims to ha' 
complete explanation for 
2002 saw across-the-bo 
reductions in reported crime 

And neither beat cops 
analysts are ready to declare 
tory yet, even though in 
agree that the oft-cited relati 
ship between unemploym 
and crime remains an unprc 
theory. 

"I don't think we've seen 
complete impact yet of the 
nomic situation," said Gel 
Ramker, director of research 
the Illinois Criminal Jus 
Information Authority "Ti 
things kind of stagger and 
only be seen over a numbe 
years." 

Denise Nitterhouse, an a 
ciate professor at Del 
University who specialize 
tracking community polic 
said tighter budgets for pa 
departments may lead not t 
to fewer crimes being repot 
but also fewer crimes being I 
sued. 

"I would guess that 
decrease in crime statistics i 
no means evidence o 
decrease in crime, but rath 
decrease in reporting and to 

BY DAVE ORRICK 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

For Arlington Heights police 
Cmdr. Peter Kinsey, it makes as 
much sense as a crime scene 
with no witnesses or motive. 

Crime fell more than 14 per-
cent in his community last year, 
but he has little idea why. 

"It's a pleasant surprise," 
Kinsey said of the statistics, 
released this weekend. "It's 
amazing considering the econ-
omy is still in the dumps. I wish 
I could point to something to 
take credit for it, but I'm not 
sure we've done anything 
unique." 

And Arlington Heights isn't 
unique. 

Despite a sagging economy 
and unprecedented budget cuts 
in government, reported crimes 
throughout the suburbs, state 
and nation fell in 2002, accord-
ing to state figures released this 
weekend and national figures 
announced last week. 

Experts always urge against 
drawing too many conclusions 
from such numbers, but what 
appears to be clear is that crime 
remains lower now than a 
decade ago and predictions that 
America would become more 
dangerous after Sept. 11, 2001, 
have yet to be realised. 

In general, the Chicago sub-
urbs remain significantly freer 
of crime than Chicago and 
other major cities, with crime 
rates hovering around half the 
Cook County and statewide 
averages and well below the 
national crime rate. 

Statewide, 518,404 crimes 
were reported in 2002, a drop of 
8 , 071 , or 1.5 percent, when 
compared to 2001 figures. Both 
violent crimes and property 
crimes fell. 

Nationally, the crime rate 
remained almost flat, with FBI 
figures revealing a 0.2 percent 
drop. Violent crime dropped 
nationwide, while property 
crimes remained flat. 

Those figures mirror a nearly 
1 percent drop in McHenry 
County, while reported crimes 

Auto 
Theft theft Agency Arson 

COOK COUNTY 42.99 729 2,671 20,943  2002 5,376,741 284,531 52.92 9.93 1,435 29,058 38,813 157,194 33,688 
1,438  

-0.21% 
105 

95 
10.53% 

14 

2001 5,376,741 291,588 54.23 10.14 44.09 757 2,612 20,732 30,414 38,661 160,347 36,627 
-4.46% 0.39% -1.97% -8.02% 

541 2,200 14,642 935 
581 2,242 15,450 1,062 

-6.88% -1.87% -5.23% -11.96% 
27 237 1,164 63 

% change 0.00% -2,42% -2.42% -2.04% -2.51% -3.70% 2.26% 1.02% 
NORTHWEST SUBURBS 2002 877,036 18,801 21.44 1.05 20.39 6 165 207  

2001 877,036 19,795 22.57 1.08 21.49 14 125 226 
% change 0.00% -5.02% -5.02% -2.98% -5.12% -57.14% 32.00% -8.41% 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS 2002 76,031 1,542 20.28 0.84 ' 19.44 1 18 18 
2001 76,031 1,796 23.62 0.80 22.82 1 11 21 28 204 1,438 77 16 

% change • 16.18% -19.05% -18.18% -12.50%  
28 197 7 2 
34 236 6 6 

-17.65% -16.53% 16.67% -66.67%  
6 33 1 0 
4 47 1 0 

0.00% -14.14% -14.14% 4.92% -14.81% 0.00% 63.64% -14.29% -3.57% 
2 
3 

-33.33% 

BARRINGTON 2002 10,168 237 23.31 0.30 23.01 0 0 1 
28.13 0.39 27.73 0 0 1 2001 10,168 286 

% change . 0.00% -17.13% -17.13% -25.00% -17.02% N/A WA 0.00% 
10.73 0.51 10.22 0 0 
13.79 0.51 13.28 0 0 

BARRINGTON HILLS 2002 3,915 42 
2001 3,915 54 

-23.08% N/A WA 0.00% % change 0.00% -22.22% -22.22% 0.00% -29.79% 0.00% N/A 0.00% 50.00% 
BARTLETT 2002 36,706 566 15.42 0.84 14.58 1 2 5 23 57 467 8 

59 493 18 3  
-28.57% -28.13% -3.39% -5.27% -55.56% 0.00% 

2001 36,706 615 16.75 1.14 
% change 0.00% -7.97% -7.97% -26.19% 

13.12 0.30 

15.61 0 3 7 32 
-6.63% N/A -33.33% 

BUFFALO GROVE 2002 42,909 563 12.82 0 6 4 3 29 496 23 2 
20 1  

15.00% 100.00% 
2001 42,909 631 14.71 0.19 14.52 0 4 

% change 0.00% -10.78% -10.78% 62.50% -11.72%. N/A 50.00% N/A 
0 4 32 570 

-25.00% -9.38% -12.98% 
CHICAGO 2002 2,896,016 194,184 67.05 15.88 51.17 648 1,963 18,532 24,842 25,552 96,380 25,245 1,022 

1,006 
1.59% 

2001 2,896,016 199,832 69.00 16.12 52.88 665 1,976 18,473 
-3.23% -2.56% -0.66% 0.32% 

25,571 26,026 98,544 27,571 
-2.85% -1.82% -2.20% -8.44% % change 0.00% -2.83% -2.83% -1.50% 

2002 3,102 54 
2001 3,102 67 

0.00% -19.40% 

DEER PARK 17.41  
21.60 

-19.40% 
27.45 
26.96  
1.83% 

0.00 17.41 0 0 0 10 38 5 
0.64 20.95 0 0 0 2 5 59 0 

% change -100.00% -16.92% N/A WA N/A 
1.28 26.18 0 20 10 
1.50 25.46 1 11 15 

-14.77% 2.81% -100.00% 81.82% -33.33% 

-100.00% 100.00% -35.59% 400.00% N/A 
DES PLAINES 2002 58,720 1,612 

2001 58,720 1,583 
45 240 1,144 146 7 
61 . 204 1,113 175 3 

-26.23% 17.65% 2.79% -16.57% 133.33% % change 0.00% 1.83% 
ELGIN 2002 94,487 2,582 27.33 

94,487 2;878 30.46 
2.62 24.70 2 43 83 120 447 1,674 183 30 

2001 3.35 27.10 7 41 93 176 508 1,822 208 23 
-10.75% -31.82% -12.01% -8.12% -12.02% 30.43%  

9 15 139 916 69 13 
8 22 151 1,015 91 3 

% change 
2002 
2001 

0.00% -10.28% 10.28% 
34,727 1,171 33.72 
34,727 1,299 37.41 

-21.77% -8.86% -71.43% 4.88% 
0.98  32.74 1 9 
1.12 36.28 0 9 

ELK GROVE VILLAGE 

-12.82% -9.76% WA 0.00% 12.50% % change 0.00% -9.85% -9.85% -31.82% -7.95% -9.75% -24.18% 333.33% 
GLENVIEW 2002 41,847 854 20.41 1.10 19.31 0 5 9 32 134 644 29 1 

2001 41,847 111 673 30 4  
20.72% -4.31% -3.33% -75.00% 

105 558 41 5  
126 512 55 5 

848 20.26 0.72 19.55 0 6 5 19  
80.00% .; 65,42 

11 50 
10 36 

% change 0.00% 
2002 ! 38,278 

0.71% 0.71% 53.33% -1.22% 
783 20.46 1.93 18.52 
752 19.65 1.41, 18.24 

N/A ,15137% 
2 11 
1 7 

HANOVER PARK 
2001 38,278 

1.58% 100.00% 57.14% 10.00% 38.89% -16.67% 8.98% -25.45% 
8 

0.00%  % change ' 0.00% 4.12% 4.12% 37.04% 
HOFFMAN ESTATES 2002 49,495 1,136 22.95 1.64 21.32 1 17 6 57 142 856 49 

2001 49,495 1,131 22.85 1.47 58 138 863 49 8 21.38 0 5 10 
% change 0.00% 0.44% 0.44% ' 10.96% -0.28% N/A 240.00% -40.00% -1.72% 2.90% -0.81% 0.00% 0.00% 

6.07 0 1 0 
7.85 0 1 

INVERNESS 2002 6,749 43 6.37 0.30 
2001 6,749 54 8.00 0.15 

1 . 9 30 0 2 
0 13 39 0 1 

% change 0.00% -20.37% -20.37% 100.00% 
2002 56,265 1,485 26.39 1.97 
2001 56,265 1,578 28.05 1.97 

-22.64% N/A 0.00% N/A 
24.42 0 14 29 
26.07 0 7 28 

N/A -30.77% -23.08% N/A 100.00% 
68 116 1,195 55 8  
76 113 1,283 62 9 

MT. PROSPECT 

-6.34% N/A 100.00% 3.57%  
23.92 0 17 21 
23.40 2 13 35 
2.22% -100.00% 30.77% -40.00% 

-10.53% 2.65% -6.86% -11.29% -11.11% 
61 127 1,341 94 
66 125 1,317 80 

-7.58% 1.60% 1.82% 17.50% 

% change 0.00% -5.89% -5.89% 0.00% 
2002 65,479 1,665 25.43 
2001 65,479 1,648 25.17 

PALATINE 1.51 
1.77 

-14.66% 
0.79 

4 
10 

-60.00% % change 0.00% 1.03% 1.03% 
PARK RIDGE 2002 37,775 802 21.23 20.44 0 5 8 17 129 585 52 6 

21 184 697 60 3 2001 37,775 974 25.78 0.79 24.99 0 5 4 
-1f1294, II ()not. nn% -14:n5% -2484% -1R firkt, TAN, inn nnoh, %claim ! 11 II% -17 RR% -17 BR% (TM 



6,749 54 8.00 0.15 
0.00% -20.37% -20.37% 100.00% 
56,265 1,485 26.39 1.97 
56,265 1,578 I  28.05 1.97 
0.00% -5.89% -5.89% 0.00% 
65,479 1,665 25.43 1.51 
65,479 1,648 25.17 1.77 
0.00% 1.03% 1.03% -14.66% 
37,775 802 21.23 0.79 
37,775 974 25.78 0.79 
0.00% -17.66% -17.66% 0.00% 
17,081 314 18.38 1.17 
17,081 378 22.13 1.58 
0.00% -16.93% -16.93% -25.93% 
24,604 842 34.22 1.50 
24,604 748 30.40 1.54 
0.00% 12.57% 12.56% -2.63% 
23,115 356 15.40 1.12 
23,115 360 15.57 0.95 
0.00% -1.11% -1.11% 18.18% 
4,224 432 102.27 1.66 
4,224 457 108.19 2.37 

0.00%  -5.47% -5.47% -30.00% 
75,386 3,469 46.02 1.35 
75,386 3,695 49.01 1.50  
0.00% -6.12% -6.11% -9.73% 
3,760 66 17.55 0.80 
3,760 82 21.81 0.80 

0.00% -19.51% -19.51% 0.00% 
36,407 971 26.67 1.62 
36,407 1,050 28.84 1.18 
0.00% -7.52% -7.52% 37.21% 
1,310 20I 15.27 1.53 
1,310 17 12.98 1.53 
0.00% 17.65% 17.65% 0.00% 
34,496 804 23.31 0.93 
34,496 765 22.18 1.10 
0.00% 5.10% 5.10% -15.79% 

121,244 1,817 14.99 1.28 
121,244 2,006 16.55 1.07 
0.00% -9.42% -9.42% 19.23% 

7.85 0 
-22.64% WA 
24.42 0 
26.07 0 
-6.34% N/A 

23.92 0 
23.40 2 

2.22% -100.00% 
20.44 0 
24.99 0 
-18.22% N/A 
17.21 0 
20.55 1 

-16.24% -100.00% 
32.72 0 
28.86 2 
13.38% I -100.00% 
14.28 0 
14.62 0 
-2.37% N/A 

100.62 0 
105.82 0 

-4.92% N/A 
44.66 0 
47.52 3 
-6,00% -100.00% 

16.76 0 
21.01 0 
-20.25% WA 
25.05 1 
27.66 0 
-9.43% N/A 

13.74 0 
11.45 
20.00% N/A 
22.38 1 
21.07 1 

6.19% 0.00% 
13.71 0 
15.47 0 
-11.41% N/A 

1 0 
0.00% N/A 

14 29 
7 28 

100.00% 3.57% 
17 21 
13 35 

30.77% -40.00% 
5 8 
5 4 

0.00% 100.00% 
3 10 
6 7 

-50.00% 42.86% 
4 13 
7 9 

-42.86% 44.44% 
2 2 
1 8 

100,00% -75.00% 
2 2 
0 5 

N/A -60.00% 
14 28 
10 27 

40.00% 3.70% 
0 2 
0 0 

N/A WA 
16 8 
12 15 

33.33% -46.67% 
0 0 
0 0 

N/A WA 
2 5 
7 7 

-71.43% -28.57% 
44 19 
40 18 

10.00% 5.56% 

0 13 39 
N/A -30.77% -23.08% 

68 116 1,195 
76 113 1,283 

-10.53% 2.65% -6.86% 
61 127 1,341 
66 125 1,317 

-7.58% 1.60% 1.82% 

17 129 585  
21 184 697 

1 9.05% -29.89% -16.07% 
7 42 224 

13 36 269 
-46.15% 16.67% -16.73% 

20 101 661 
20 79 601 

0.00% 27.85% 9.98% 
22 36 266 
13 61 248 

69.23% -40.98% 7.26% 
3 16 382 
5 12 403 

-40.00% 33.33% -5.21% 
60 363 2,839 
73 443 2,960 

-17.81% -18.06% -4.09% 
1 3 56 
3 10 66 

66.67% -70.00% 15.15% 
34 91 791 
16 90 877 

112.50% 1.11% -9.81% 
2 0 18 
2 0 15 

0.00% N/A 20.00% 
24 104 640 
23 90 599 

4.35% 15.56% 6.84% 
92 388 1,184 
72 403 1,361 

27.78% -3.72% -13.01% 

0 
N/A 

55 
62 

-11.29% '  
94 
80 

17.50% 
52 
60 

-13.33% 
25 
42 

-40.48%' 
35 
29 

20.69% 
26 
20 

30.00% 
27 
32 

-15.63% 
149 
163 

-8.59413 
4 
3 

33.33% 
30 
37 

-18.92% 
0 
0 

N/A 
26 
37 

-29.73% 
84 

103 
-18.45% 

1 
100,00% 

8  
9 

-11.11% 
4 

10 
-60.00% 

6 
3 

100.00% 
3 
4 

,-25.00%  
8 
1 

700.00%  
2 
9 

-77.78% 

0 

N/A 

16 
16 

0.00% 
0 
0  

N/A 
0 
3 

-100.00%  
0  
0  

N/A 
2 
1 

100.00% 
6 
9 

-33.33% 

Crime: Police say efforts work 
Continued from Dxge 1 

ment has gotten a handle on a 
rise in robberies that began a 
few years ago. 

"We had a series of strong-
arm robberies in the south side 
of town, and we made efforts to 
reduce that," he said. "The 
introduction of bike patrols in 
specific times had an impact in 
those crimes." 

Since 2000, robberies in 
Mount Prospect have fallen 
from 36 to 29 last year, figures 
show. 

Dn1 nti 

decrease in crime over the last 
several years is the result of offi-
cers getting accustomed to beats 
that were brand new only a few 
years ago, Cmdr. Mike See-
bacher said. In 1999 and 2000, 
the town's borders expanded, 
forcing police to patrol areas 
they had never served. 

"Our officers have had time to 
get familiar with the people who 
live in those areas," he said. "At 
first, some rises we did see were 
because we were still getting to 
know the people in these areas. 
I think we're seeing a stabiliza- 

Auer a promote niccup two 
ars ago, crime in the North-
est suburbs returned to its 
ownward path last year, 
ccording to new statistics. 
Major crimes reported to 

)olice fell 5 percent in 2002, a 
path that generally mirrors the 
-est of the Chicago suburbs but 
nitpaces drops nationwide, 
itatewide and in Cook County 
is a whole, according to new 
'figures from the Illinois State 
,olice. 

Throughout the Northwest  

nair me cook county-wide rate 
and well below the national 
rate, which has hovered around 
41 incidents per 1,000 people. 
Crime in the Northwest suburbs 
is pretty much on par with 
crime elsewhere in the suburbs, 
the data shows. 

Some types of crime in the 
Northwest suburbs went up in 
2002, while others went down. 

Six homicides were commit-
ted, a drop from 14 in 2001. 
There were 165 criminal sexual 
assaults reported last year, 40  

tistics provide only a crude 
barometer to measure crime, 
but locally, several Northwest 
suburban police officials are 
pointing to specific efforts they 
say are yielding results. 

Common property crimes, 
such as theft, auto theft and 
burglary, dropped - a phenom-
enon some police say can be 
traced to better policing. 

In Wheeling, for example, 
arrests for burglary and theft 
were up sharply, and Deputy 
Chief Michael Hermes said  

motor vehicles in the apartment 
complexes," Hermes said of a 
trend that began a few years 
ago. "If you get one (vehicle 
break-in) in an apartment com-
plex, you're going to get four or 
five at once, at least. But we 
were able to break up some of 
those rings ... through good 
follow-up work" 

Mount Prospect Police Chief 
Rich Eddington said the most 
recent figures show his depart- 

See CRIME on PAGE 6 

2001 2002 %chge. 
Illinois 42.4 41.7 -1.5 

Cook 54.2 52.9 -2.4 
NW Suburbs 22.6 21.4 -5.0 

DuPage 25.7 24.9 -3.4 

Lake 24.3 24.5 1.0 

Kane 32.9 31.4 -4.5 
McHenry 22.9 22.7 -0.9 

Will 28.2 27.7 -1.5 
Note: Numbers are rounded 
Source: Illinois State Police 

America in 2002, new figures 
show. Contrast that to 2001, 
when crime rose for the first 
time in half a decade, and 
many blamed the economy. 
But last year, as jobs left the 
suburbs and police saw their 
budgets crunched, crime 
didn't rise. Experts don't know 
why. See story on Page 6. 

Crime in your town 
• For a detailed list of statistics, 
see Pa e 6. 

Experts have trouble explaining drop in crime 
c., , A t 0)00 •;:3  

Northwest suburbs crime statistics Rates are per 1,000 residents. Numbers are totals; some figures rounded. 
Statistics may tell a false tale, some say 

Total Violent Property Criminal Aggravated 
Estimated incidents Crime crime crime sexual Assault/ Auto 

Agency Year pop.* of crime rate rate rate Homicide assault Robbery Battery Burglary Theft theft Arson 

 

COOK COUNTY 2002 5,376,741 284,531 52.92 9.93 42.99 729 2,671 20,943 29,058 38,813 157,194 33,688 1,435 
30.414 38,661 160,347 36,627 1,438 

% change 0.00% -2.42% -2.42% -2.04% -2.51% -3.70% 2.26% 1.02% -4.46% 0.39% -1.97% -8.02% -0.21%  
NORTHWEST  SUBURBS 2002 877,036 18,801 21.44 1.05 20.39 6 165 207 541 2,200 14,642 935 105  

2001 877,036 19,795 22.57 1.08 21.49 14  125 226 581 2,242 15,450 1,062 95  
% change 0.00% -5.02% -5.02% -2.98% -5.12% -57.14% 32.00% -8.41% -6.88% -1.87% -5.23% -11.96% 10.53%  

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS 2002 76,031 1,542 20.28 0.84 19.44 1 18 18 27 237 1,164 63 14 
2001 76,031 1,796 23.62 0.80 22.82 1 11 21 28 204 1,438 77 _ 16 

% change 0.00% -14.14% -14.14% 4.92% -14.81% 0.00% 63.64% -14.29% -3.57% 16.18% -19.05% -18.18% -12.50%  
BARRINGTON 2002 10,168 237 23.31 0.30 23.01 0 0 1 2 28 197 7 2 

2001 10,168  286 28.13 0.39 27.73 0 0 1 3 34 236 6 6 
% change 0.00% -17.13% -17.13% -25.00% -17.02% N/A N/A 0.00°R. -33.33% -17.65% -16.53% 16.67% -66.67% . omy is still in the dumps. I wish 

BARRINGTON HILLS 2002 3,915 42 10.73 0.51 10.22 0 0 1 1 6 33 1 0 I could point to something to  
 2001 3,915 54 13.79 0.51 13.28 0 0 1 1 4 47 1 0 take credit for it, but I'm not 

% change 0,00% -22.22% -22.22% 0.00% -23.08% N/A N/A 0.00% 0.00% 50.00% -29.79% 0.00% N/A sure we've done anything 
BARTLETT 2002 36,706 566 15.42 0.84 14.58  1 2 5 23 57  467 8 3  unique." 

2001 ' 36,706 615 16.75 1.14 15.61 0 3 7 32 59 493 18 3 And Arlington Heights isn't 
% change 0.00% -7.97% -7.97% -26.19% -6.63% N/A -33.33% -28.57% -28.13% -3.39% -5.27% -55.56% 0.00% unique. 

BUFFALO GROVE 2002 42,909 563 13.12  0.30 12.82 0 6 4 3 29 496 23 2 Despite a sagging economy 
2001 42,909 631 14.71 0.19 14.52 0 4 0 4 32 570 20 1 and unprecedented budget cuts 

% change 0.00% -10.78% -10.78% 62.50% -11.72% N/A 50.00% N/A -25.00% -9.38% -12.98% 15.00% 100.00%  in government, reported crimes 
CHICAGO 2002 2,896,016 194,184 67.05 15.88 51.17 648 1,963 18,532 24,842 25,552 96,380 25,245 1,022 throughout the suburbs, state 

2001 2,896,016 199,832 69.00 16.12 52.88 665 1,976 18,473 25571 26,026 98,544 27,571 1,006 and nation fell in 2002, accord
%  change 0.00% -2.83% -2.83% -1.50% -3.23% -2.56% -0.66% 0.32% -2.85% -1.82% -2.20% -8.44% 1.59% ing to state figures released this 

DEER PARK 2002 3,102 54 17.41 0.00 17.41 0 0 0 0 10 38 5 1 weekend and national figures 
2001 3,102 67 21.60 0.64 20.95 0 0 0 2 5 59 1 0 announced last week. '  

Experts always urge against % change 0.00% -19.400/0 19.40% -100.00% 16.92% N/A N/A N/A -100.00% 100.00% -35.59% 400.00% N/A - 
DES PLAINES 2002 58,720 1,612 27.45 1.28 26.18 0 20 10 45 240 1,144 146 7 

drawing too many conclusions  
2001 58,720 1,583 26.96 1.50 25.46 1 11 15 61 204 1,113 175 3 from such numbers, but what  

% change 0.00% 1.83% 1.83% -14.77% 2.81% -100.00% 81.82% -33.33% -26.23% 17.65% 2.79% -16.57% 133.33%  appears to be clear is that crime  
ELGIN 2002 94,487 2,582 27.33 2.62 24.70 2 43 83 120 447 1,674 183 30 

 remains lower now than a
decade ago and predictions that 

27.10 7 41  93 176 508 1,822 208  23 America would become more 
-8.86% -71.43% 4.88% -10.75% -31.82% -12.01% -8.12% -12.02% 30.43%  dangerous after Sept. 11, 2001, 

ELK GROVE VILLAGE 32.74 1 9 9  15 139 916 69 . 13 have yet to be realized. 
36.28 0 9  8 22 151 1,015 91 ' 3 In general, the Chicago sub- 

-12.82% -9.76% -9.75% -24.18% 333.33%  urbs remain significantly freer 

0.72 19.55  111   673 30 4  other major cities, with crime 

violent crimes and property 
crimes fell. 

Nationally, the crime rate 
remained almost flat, with FBI 
figures revealing a 0.2 percent 
drop. Violent crime dropped 
nationwide, while property 
crimes remained flat. 

Those figures mirror a nearly 
1 percent drop in McHenry 
County, while reported crimes 
in Chicago, the Northwest sub-
urbs, as well as Cook, Kane and 
DuPage counties, fell faster. 

Lake County - a prime 
example of potential pitfalls of 
such reporting - saw its crime 
rate rise just over 1 percent. 
That change is skewed by a mis-
leading spike in North Chicago, 
where officials acknowledged a 
computer glitch caused lower 
than normal crime statistics to 
be reported in 2001. 

Police throughout the region 

* 2002 and 2001 populations are based on 2000 census, except for some sheriff's offices, which serve unincorporated areas and some incorporated areas. 
** Long Grove, Lake Barrington and North Barrington are served by the Lake County Sheriff's office, and individual statistics for those communities are unavailable. 
Note: Violent crime is made up of homicide, rape, robbery,  aggravated assault and battery; property crime is made up of burglary, theft, car theft and arson. 
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2001 5,376,741 291,588  54.23 10.14 44.09 757  2,612 20,732 

BY DAVE ORRICK 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs Writer 

For Arlington Heights police 
Cmdr. Peter Kinsey, it makes as 
much sense as a crime scene 
with no witnesses or motive. 

Crime fell more than 14 per-
cent in his community last year, 
but he has little idea why. 

"It's a pleasant surprise," 
Kinsey said of the statistics, 
released this weekend. "It's 
amazing considering the econ- 

2001 94,487 2;878 30.46 3.35 
% change 

2002  
2001 

0.00% -10.28% -10.28% -21.77% 

34,727 1,171 33.72 0.98 
34,727 1,299 37.41 1.12 

HOFFMAN ESTATES 

INVERNESS 

MT. PROSPECT 

PALATINE 

PARK RIDGE 

PROSPECT HEIGHTS 

ROLLING MEADOWS 

ROSELLE 

ROSEMONT 

SCHAUMBURG 

SOUTH BARRINGTON 

STREAMWOOD 

TOWER LAKES 

WHEELING 

LAKE SHERIFF** 

 2001 
To change 

2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

%change 
2002 
2001 

%change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 
2002 
2001 

% change 

% change 

2002 
41,847 848 20.26 
0.00% 0.71% 0.71% 

38,278 783 20.46 
38,278 752 19.65 
0.00% 4.12% 4.12% 
49,495 1,136 22.95 
49,495 1,131 22.85 
0.00% 0.44% 0.44% 
6,749 43 6.37 

0.00% -9.85% -9.85% 

41,847 854 20.41 GLENVIEW 1.10 19.31 134 644 29 1 of crime than Chicago and 

HANOVER PARK 1.93 18.52 5  Cook County and statewide 

0 5 9 
0 6 5 

N/A -16.67% 
2 11 11  
1 7 10 

100.00% 57.14% 10.00% 
1 17 6 
0 5 10 

N/A 240.00% -40.00% 
0 1 0 

N/A 0.00% 12.50% - -31.82% -7.95% 

53.33% -122% -75.00%  rates hovering around half the 

1.41. 18.24 5  averages and well below the 
37.04% 1.58% 0.00%  national crime rate. 

1.64 21.32 8 Statewide, 518,404 crimes 
1.47 21.38 8  were reported in 2002, a drop of 

10.96% -0.28% 0.00%  8,071, or 1.5 percent, when 
0.30 6.07 2  compared to 2001 figures. Both 

32 
19 

68.42% 20 .72% -4.31% -3.33% 
50 105 558 41 
36 126 512 55 

38.89% -16.67% 8.98% -25.45% 
57 142 856 49 
58 138 863 49 

-1.72% 2.90% -0.81% 0.00% 
1 .9 30 0 

welcomed the news, which fol 
lowed a general increase ii  
crime in 2001, the first yea 
crime rose since 1996. 

Last year, many attributed th 
bump up to the bursting of th 
economic bubble of the lab 
1990s and the new war on ter 
rorism. 

At the local level, some polio 
said they believe they know whi 
crime dropped in their commu 
nity. 

St. Charles Police Chief Dor 
Shaw, for example, points to 
two-year fall in burglaries, fron 
41 in 2000 to 14 in 2002. 

"What we focused on wat 
our drug addicts, specifically 
heroin addicts," he said of  
plan that included assigninE 
two officers to target druE 
offenders and make use of 
Kane County's drug court. I 
think it's made a big difference. 
Drug addicts are a big cause of 
property crime." 

But no one claims to have a 
complete explanation for why 
2002 saw across-the-board 
reductions in reported crime. 

And neither beat cops not 
analysts are ready to declare vic-
tory yet, even though many 
agree that the oft-cited relation-
ship between unemployment 
and crime remains an unproven 
theory 

"I don't think we've seen the 
complete impact yet of the eco-
nomic situation," said Gerard 
Ramker, director of research for 
the Illinois Criminal Justice 
Information Authority. "These 
things kind of stagger and can 
only be seen over a number of 
years." 

Denise Nitterhouse, an asso-
ciate professor at DePaul 
University who specializes in 
tracking community policing, 
said tighter budgets for police 
departments may lead not only 
to fewer crimes being reported, 
but also fewer crimes being pur-
sued. 

"I would guess that the 
decrease in crime statistics is by 
no means evidence of a 
decrease in crime, but rather a 
decrease in reporting and track-
ing crime," she said. 

Few suburban police depart-
ments have had to shed 
uniformed officers, but local 
budget shortfalls have forced 
many to stretch longer lives out 
of pricey equipment, such as 
squad cars and laptop comput-
ers, police say. Some say if the 
budget belts aren't loosened 
over the next few years, such 
measures could mean fewer 
police on the street and higher 
crime statistics. 
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Wheeling plans again include annexation 
J )003 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A controversial on-again, off- 
again plan to fill 
unincorporated gaps in the 
Wheeling map is on the table 
again as the village commits to 
improving itself. 

An annexation proposal 
resurfaced this week among five 
priorities the village board 
announced as a result of 
trustees' first goal-setting ses-
sion in more than six years. 

The basis of all of the priori-
ties remains the familiar 
concern over Wheeling's image. 

In the next year, the village 
wants to come up with a plan to 
deal with a cramped senior 
center and cramped village hall, 
use annexation to clean up 
areas along its borders, and also  

finish a long list of pending 
redevelopment projects, prop-
erty acquisitions and land 
studies to transform Wheeling 
into a "community of choice." 

Village Manager Wally Douth-
waite says the new list of goals 
will help trustees regain focus. 

"I really enjoy working for this 
board, but one of the challenges 
is they want to do everything 
quickly," he said. "Hopefully this 
gives the board some discipline 
so that they're not as inclined to 
toss other projects on the table 
until we can get some of these 
other ones cleaned up." 

Trustees for two years have 
been pushing for more aggres-
sive steps to help Wheeling 
catch up to some of its more 
affluent neighbors. 

During a two-day workshop 
last week, trustees narrowed a  

list from 30 general ideas for 
improving Wheeling to the final 
five priorities. 

"I think the space problems 
we have in the village is my 
main concern," Village Presi-
dent Greg Klatecki said. 

It hurts Wheeling's image 
when developers arrive at vil-
lage hall and have to meet with 
staff members in the cafeteria, 
he said. 

"We keep growing in every 
aspect, but we aren't growing in 
space to run our business," 
Klatecki said. 

Still, topping the list for many 
trustees was the annexation 
plan the village board decided 
just last week to abandon. 

"This annexation has been a 
goal of the village board for 
three years," said Trustee Dean 
Argiris, an annexation propo- 

nent on the losing side of last 
week's split vote. 

"One of the big things was: 
There are a lot of capital 
improvements in some of the 
areas, and how do we pay for 
that?" Argiris said. "But the staff 
has some hard numbers now, 
and the revenue generated by 
these areas will pay for some of 
these capital improvements." 

Public works staff members 
told trustees it would cost more 
than $6 million to provide new 
sewer, water and other services 
to portions of four targeted resi-
dential areas in unincorporated 
Cook County. 

The cost of annexation would 
climb higher when police and 
fire service were added, in addi-
tion to infrastructure for 
commercial areas, officials said. 

Douthwaite said the biggest  

challenge in revisiting the issue 
will be determining which ser-
vices will be required in newly 
incorporated areas and the total 
cost of adding up to 4,000 
people to the village. 

Village staff will spend the 
next two months, for example, 
coming up with a clearer picture 
of which unincorporated areas 
already receive water from pri-
vate utilities. 

For each of the other four 
goals trustees announced this 
week, there are also challenges: 

• Addressing village hall 
space needs will depend largely 
on the results of pending stud-
ies on flooding and 
redevelopment possibilities in 
Wheeling. 

• Finding a larger senior 
center will depend on cost and 
a decision about village hall. 

• On a long "finish" list, 
Wheeling wants to: finish creat-
ing a tax-financing district to 
redevelop Dundee Road; study 
redevelopment options around 
Wheeling's Metra rail station; 
do a flood study for possible 
redevelopment along Dundee 
Road; revise its zoning code; 
and acquire properties to spur 
redevelopment on Milwaukee 
Avenue. 

• Wheeling also wants Cook 
County to examine why it 
assesses commercial and resi-
dential properties differently, 
but it's a highly charged politi-
cal issue. 

"For whatever we don't get 
done in a year, we should have 
a plan for most of it," Klatecki 
said. "I would say by next July 1; 
2004, we need to put a report 
card out on what we did." 

Wheeling 
says bonds 
won't mean 
more taxes 

OK, so there might be a little 
concern about Wheeling's latest 
bond issue. 

When a village issues bonds, 
it doesn't 
always mean 
homeowners 
will pay more 
taxes. 

Wheeling 
approved the 
sale last week 
of $3.4 million 
in bonds to 
help the village 
pay for 
improvement 
projects. 

Yet, Wheeling officials say the 
money to pay the loan back will 
come from existing sewer and 
water fees and from money gen-
erated by property in a 
redevelopment district. 

"Just so no one gets crazy and 
thinks they're going to have to 
pay more with these bonds," 
Trustee Trevor Lehmann said. 

The first loan will payfor gen-
eral village sewer and water 
improvements, while the 
second will be spent in a tax 
increment financing district. 

In a TIF district, money gen-
erated by increases in property 
value are redirected into the dis-
trict to pay for improvements. 
It's one of the tools Wheeling is 
using with hopes of upgrading 
its image. 

Wheeling's contracted finan-
cial adviser told trustees "there 
shouldn't be an effect on the 
general property taxpayer" from 
the bond sale. 

And if you're the type who's 
interested in financial stuff, you 
might want to know that Finan-
cial Services, formerly known as 
Payne Weber, is handling the 
bond sale for the $2.25 million 
sewer and water projects. For 
the $1.15 million in bonds for 
infrastructure improvements, 
the winning bid came from 
Harris Trust and Savings of 
Chicago. 

Charity hole-in-one: The folks 
at Addolorata Villa Retirement 
Community were proud to tell 
us they raised more than 
$45,000 during their big golf 
fund-raiser. 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 

Village won't 
annex trouble 

an es eye 
fog. 0.-var-oid 

Board decides incorporation 
could be become expensive 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
,STAFF WRITER 

— eP3 
The Wheeling Village Board 

decided that forcibly annexing 
unincorporated areas is not in 
its best interest, although it is 
most likely the only way those 

The unincorporated areas 
within Wheeling borders in-
clude the Inland Drive and 
Plum Grove Drive neighbor- 
hoods just north of Lintz Road 
off Milwaukee Avenue, the In-
dustrial Drive and Sumac 
Drive area lust north of Pal- 
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Chaff: Wheeling rotary Club wins award 
Continued from. Page 1 

The 17th annual "Angels with 
Clubs" golf outing was a bit far 
away from home last month at 
the Lake Barrington Shores 
Country Club, but more than 
100 people participated. 

The money raised will go 
into the Continuing Care Fund, 
which was set up by Addo-
lorata to help residents there 
whose resources have dimin-
ished over the years. 

"The fund enables our resi-
dents to live comfortably and 
be reassured that they will 
never be asked to leave the 
community," said Maureen 
Tokar, Addolorata's director of 
philanthropy. 

More kudos: Our congratula-
tions go out to The Rotary Club 
of Wheeling, which recently 
received the Rotary Interna-
tional Presidential Citation for 
club accomplishments for 

2002-2003. 
We're told not all clubs 

receive the honor, so you 
might want to give our local 
Rotarians a pat on the back. 

The officers for 2003-2004 

are President Judy Abruscato, 
President-elect Tamiye 
Meehan, Secretary Bruce 
Piepenbrink and Treasurer 
Andrew Ullman. The former 
president is Erica Young. 

• 



Cass Cllatt 
Wheeling 1.1bri,Y Stavros, engineer as-

sistant with Wheeling's Pub- 
' lie Works Department, said 
.,:the old plan will not work 
l'4'row that the. Cook County 

Highway.  l'' ; ' -i Department 
'widened :' f and rebuilt ' the 
Lake-Cook Road railroad 
.overpass bridge last year 

Stavros explained there 
will not be enough room 
finder the bridge for bicy-
clists to nae when okiL- .i i iing 
trains are traveling along the 
tracks. An earthen slope 
under the bridge would have 

l ". 'Eh be itnnoved, sheet piling 
ff,added, and the slope rebuilt, 

adding an extra $120,000 to 
the project 

"This is just an enhance-
' ment prOect to get people 
from ' Buffalo Grove and, 
Wheeling," he said. "I don't 
think ' it's worth the extra 
money" 
' The path is a joint effort 

' IK,tmen village officials, 
park district officials awl Ro-
ta0arts from both Wheeling 

1 arid Buffalo Grove. 
'['he Illinois Department 

of Transportation is putting 
up 80 percent of the funding 
for . the path. Construction • 
costs are expected to run 
about $1 million. 
' -; ;The  project was bid last 
October and awarded to The- 

' lenSand and Gravel of Anti- 
och Thelen was scheduled to 

. begin Construction in No- 
vember 2002, and complete 
the project by August. 

However; Thelen never re-
ceived a notice to proceed 
with the project, because of 
'difficulties in obtaining per-
mits from Cook County 
Highway and the Canadian 
National Railroad needed to 
begin construction. 

Stavms said MOT needs 

th.. _ il..,n7....f,..th-.?41•Villag+1..., e-iw:.nlsr 
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Wheeling plans again incl 
J „„,.. as,,loos 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A controversial on-again, off- 
again plan to fill 
unincorporated gaps in the 
Wheeling map is on the table 
again as the village commits to 
improving itself. 

An annexation proposal 
resurfaced this week among five 
priorities the village board 
announced as a result of 
trustees' first goal-setting ses-
sion in more than six years. 

The basis of all of the priori-
ties remains the familiar 
concern overWheeling's image. 

In the next year, the village 
wants to come up with a plan to 
deal with a cramped senior 
center and cramped village hall, 
use annexation to clean up 
areas along its borders, and also  

finish a long list of pending 
redevelopment projects, prop-
erty acquisitions and land 
studies to transform Wheeling 
into a "community of choice." 

Village Manager Wally Douth-
waite says the new list of goals 
will help trustees regain focus. 

"I really enjoy working for this 
board, but one of the challenges 
is they want to do everything 
quickly," he said. "Hopefully this 
gives the board some discipline 
so that they're not as inclined to 
toss other projects on the table 
until we can get some of these 
other ones cleaned up." 

Trustees for two years have 
been pushing for more aggres-
sive steps to help Wheeling 
catch up to some of its more 
affluent neighbors. 

During a two-day workshop 
last week, trustees narrowed a  

list from 30 general ideas for 
improving Wheeling to the final 
five priorities. 

"I think the space problems 
we have in the village is my 
main concern," Village Presi-
dent Greg Klatecld said. 

It hurts Wheeling's image 
when developers arrive at vil-
lage hall and have to meet with 
staff members in the cafeteria, 
he said. 

"We keep growing in every 
aspect, but we aren't growing in 
space to run our business," 
Klatecki said. 

Still, topping the list for many 
trustees was the annexation 
plan the village board decided 
just last week to abandon. 

"This annexation has been a 
goal of the village board for 
three years," said Trustee Dean 
Argiris, an annexation propo- 

nent on the losing side 
week's split vote. 

"One of the big thin 
There are a lot of c 
improvements in some 
areas, and how do we 
that?" Argiris said. "But 
has some hard number 
and the revenue gener 
these areas will pay for si 
these capital improvemer 

Public works staff me 
told trustees it would ccx. 
than $6 million to provi 
sewer, water and other !• 
to portions of four target 
dential areas in unincon 
Cook County. 

The cost of annexatior 
climb higher when poli 
fire service were added, i 
tion to infrastructui 
commercial areas, official 

Tattooed men are arraigned earlier thi 

Douthwaite said the trin,.. 

changes eyed. 
for 
bike path plan 

Wheeling 
says bonds 
won't mean 
more taxes 

OK, so there might be a little 
concern about Wheeling's latest 
bond issue. 

When a village issues bonds, 
it doesn't 
always mean 
homeowners 
will pay more 
taxes. 

Wheeling 
approved the 
sale last week 
of $3.4 million 
in bonds to 
help the village 
pay for 
improvement 
projects. 

Yet, Wheeling officials say the 
money to pay the loan back will 
come from existing sewer and 
water fees and from money gen-
erated by property in a 
redevelopment district. 

"Just so no one gets crazy and 
thinks they're going to have to 
pay more with these bonds," 
Trustee Trevor Lehmann said. 

The first loan will payfor gen-
eral village sewer and water 
improvements, while the 
second will be spent in a tax 
increment financing district. 

In a TIF district, money gen-
erated by increases in property 
value are redirected into the dis-
trict to pay for improvements. 
It's one of the tools Wheeling is 
using with hopes of upgrading 
its image. 

Wheeling's contracted finan-
cial adviser told trustees "there 
shouldn't be an effect on the 
general property taxpayer" from 
the bond sale. 

And if you're the type who's 
interested in financial stuff, you 
might want to know that Finan-
cial Services, formerly known as 
Payne Weber, is handling the 
bond sale for the $2.25 million 
sewer and water projects. For 
the $1.15 million in bonds for 
infrastructure improvements, 
the winning bid came from 
Harris Trust and Savings of 
Chicago. 

Charity hole-in-one: The folks 
at Addolorata Villa Retirement 
Community were proud to tell 
us they raised more than 
$45,000 during their big golf 
fund-raiser. 

nexation. 
"These properties carry 

Wheeling's name, whether we 
like it or not," Argiris said. "All 
of those issues there right now 
reflects on our image. I'm not 
expecting a drastic change, but 

need to start." 

The unincorporated areas 
within Wheeling borders in-
dude the Inland Drive and 
Plum Grove Drive neighbor-
hoods just north of Hintz Road 
off Milwaukee Avenue, the In-
dustrial Drive and Sumac 
Drive area just north of Pal-
waukee Municipal Airport, 
Jackson Drive just north of 
Hintz Road and west of 
Schoenbeck Road, Edward 
Street/Russel StreeVVera Lane 
just north of Wheeling High 
School, and Wolf Run Estates 
west of Wolf Road and south of 
Hintz. 

Should those areas be an-
nexzd into the village, the vil-
lage would need to provide 
municipal services to them. 
Wheeling Police Chief John 
Popadowski said he would 
need three more officers just to 
serve the 1,700 residents of 
Plum Creek and Hunt Club 
apartments. 

Popadowski also said rails 
from those areas can be more 
dangerous for officers. He de-
scribed one bust at Hunt Club 
where officers found 73 grams 
of cocaine, marijuana, a shot-
gun, a 9 mm handgun Newyork 
notion and $4,000 cash in one of 
those units. 

Village President Greg 
Kiatecki said he would be more 
inclined to forcibly annex the 
areas if the village would "come 
out even" financially. However 
public works officials noted it 
could cost the village up to $6 
million in order to provide 
needed infrastructure to the 
areas. 

Trustees Trevor IA:thmann 
and Dean Argiris were the only 
two who said they favored an-

(Continued on page 9) 

Trustee Michael Horcher 
said he would not vote in favor 
of forcibly annexing any prop-
erty 

"I think if we offered them 
something, they'd want to join 
the village," he said. "I will not 
vote for it." 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

Wheeling officials are 
1. being forced to alter Plans 

drawn 10 years ago to build a, 
bicycle path along the Corn-

''Inonwealth Edison high-ten-
sion power lines, connecting 
the Wheeling and Buffalo 

;:;.'1  Grove Metra stations. 

WHEELING 

• draft another one by July 7, 
when local public works and 
IDOT of are scheduled 
to meet. ' 

Stavros outlined two alter-
natives ;to the original plan. 
One would lead bicyclists 
south along Northgate Park-
way from ,Lake-Cook Road, 
all the way 'to Dundee Road 
and eventually to the Com-
munity ;Recreation Center 

Stavros said the village 
would .' have 30 widen side- 
walks along the route to 10 
feet and acquire rights of way 
around the Strong 'Avenue 
intersection to make that al- 
ternative work. It would also 
require bicyclists Ao cross 
Northgate Parkway twice. 

The second alternative 
would send cyclists south 
along Lexington Drive from 
Lake-Cook Road, to 
McHenry Road, across 
Dundee Road to Wheeling 
Road, then east on Town 
Street to the Metra station. 
The path would end there ,. 
and not take riders to the 
Community Recreation Cen-
ter.  

Stavros said sidewalks 
and paths would have to 
widened along that route as 
well, and build a pedestrian 
bridge over the Wheeling 
Drainage Ditch near 
McHenry Road. However he 
also said he believed if U)OT 
was still willing to spend the 
same amount of money, both 
alternatives could be built. 

"IDO'T wants a decision," 
Stavros told trustees at a 
June 16 village board meet-
ing. "Either pull the plug or 
continue with the 'project" 

Trustees agreed the best 
plan was to' ask IDOT for 
both alternatives. Even if 
MOT don't bite, Trustee 
Revor Lehmann said both 
paths are nearly complete al-
ready, and suggested they 
could be built  even without 
IDOTs money 

Steven Boime, a Wheeling 
plan commissioner who also 
works with the Chicagoland 
Bicycle Federation, said he 
believed both alternatives 
are better than the original 
plan. 

"I always thought the orig-
inal plan was a poor one," he 
said. "I think the alternatives 
serve neighborhoods of the 
xrillacre." 

Village won't 
annex trouble 
Board decides incorporation 
could be become expensive 

BY CASEY MoFFrrr 
STAFF WRITER 

6 —  
The Wheeling Village Board 

decided that forcibly annexing 
unincorporated areas is not in 
its best interest, although it is 
most likely the only way those 
areas will be "cleaned up." 

Trustees said the added 
costs of providing services to 
those areas outweigh the bene-
fits of added property taxes and 
more revenue from utility 
taxes. 

There are five pockets of 
land within Wheeling's borders 
that are hi unincorporated 
Cook County. These areas do 
not abide by local zoning ordi-
nances, and do not receivevil-
lage services, such as police 
and fire protection, or water 
and sewer mains. 

Trustees said some of these 
unincorporated areas are "pol-
luting" the village's image with 
various debris and dangerous 
conditions. Above-ground fuel 
storage tanks, junk automo-
biles and garbage can be found 
lying around in some of the 
more industrial unincorpo-
rated areas. 

In some of the residential 
unincorporated areas, there are 

(

many home businesses, where 
employees park all day and 
other vehicles used for the 
business are stored. Residents 
also use patios for storage and 

Coi leave garbage on the ground in 
some of these areas as well 

'I However not all unincorpo- 
C11, rated areas have these issues. 
aw Wheeling Fire Chief Keith Mac 
thqsaac noted that some residen-
C, °;tial areas, Mir the Plum Creek 
11:),!-  condominiums, are very well 
int maintained. 
wt. 
for 
wit 
ish 



Wheeling festival to show spirit of America 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's one-day summer 
festival is gaining a regional rep-
utation, village officials say. 

Food fare from Wheeling's 
renowned Restaurant Row con-
tinues to draw residents from 
across the Northwest suburbs to 
the July 4 Taste of Wheeling. 
Bands keep joining the parade 
from out of state. 

This year's theme for the 
fourth annual Taste of Wheeling, 
fireworks display and Indepen-
dence Day parade is "Spirit of 
America." The day offers food 
vendors, live entertainment, 
children's games and radio-con-
trolled stock car racing from 
noon to 11:30 p.m. on festival 
grounds in front of the Wheeling 
Park District's Community 
Recreation Center. 

"We are pleased this year to  

have the Miami One World 
Calypso Band that has the No. 1 
record in Key West, Fla.," said 
Wheeling Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato, chairwoman of the village's 
Special Events Commission. 

New to the parade this year 
will be the U.S. Mini Chopper 
Club, a motorcycle group that 
raises money for children and 
disadvantaged families. 

Also, the Colt Marching Band 
will bring its 135 members from  

Iowa along with five drum and 
bugle corps groups. 

"Last year we had a band 
from Colorado," Abruscato said. 
'And they called this band from 
Iowa and said, 'If you're going to 
be in the Chicago area, you have 
to play in Wheeling.' " An esti-
mated 85 parade entrants will 
step off at 6 p.m. from Dundee 
and Wheeling roads. 

Entertainment before and 
after the parade will include the  

Jesse White Tumblers, the Alegra 
Mexicano Dancers from St. 
Joseph the Worker Catholic 
Church and the Virgil Kane 
Country & Western Band, the 
last act on stage after fireworks 
light up the sky at dusk 

A magician's performance, 
inflatable rides and basketball 
toss are some of the activities 
children can enjoy. 

For more information, visit 
www.vi.wheeling.iLus. 

• •r, r1.41 

TrU,Stg'eS!.'10. Son, others 
arrested in 

WSW V 

break-in 
7 

BY ROSERT MCCOPI'IN 
Doli 1 Male' ugt Miter 

Three men were charged with 
stealing computers from the 
home of one of their own moth-
ers in Wheeling, prosecutors 
:;ald Monday. 

Shawn Kelly, '19, and Carlos 
-Mendes,, 3!:: p

r t,_d 
 both whom live . . .  

Wheeling: July Fourth/Taste of 
Wheeling next to Wheeling Vil-
lage Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road. 
Noon to 11:30 p.m. Admission 
free, but food costs. Entertain-
ment, crafts, games and food 
from about 10 vendors. Enter-
tainment begins at noon, 
includes Gregory Koeppen's 
Medley in Motion, Larry 
Benbem's Big Band Orchestra, 
Maraichi Alegra Mexicano 
Dancers, One World Calypso 
from Key West and Virgil Kane 
country band. Restaurants 
include Tuscany, Wa-Pa-
Ghetti's Pizza, Golden Chef, 
Taueria Alamo, Joe's Pizza and 
Sauer's Bakery. Park at village 
hall, 255 W Dundee Road, and 
the Wheeling Park District, 333 
W. Dundee Road. (847) 459-
2605 or www.vi.wheeling.il.us. 
Parade: 6 p.m. Friday, starts at 
Wheeling and Dundee roads 
near train station; east to Wolf 
Road and then to Heritage 
Park. Includes Wheeling High 
School Marching Band. (847) 
537-0574. Fireworks: , dusk 
Friday. 7  -e2,? 

Wheeling: Dusk Friday, next to village hall, 255 

Woodstock: Dusk Friday at Emricson Park, 

at 8:45 p.m. Visit www.wheatonjaycees.org. 

W. Dundee Road. Parking at village hall and 
Wheeling Park District, 333W. Dundee Road. 

Sni m, StrFet and Tara Drive. Woodstock: 
Wheeling: 6 p.m. Friday. Starts at Wheeling 

and Dundee roads near train station; goes 
east to Wolf Road and then to Heritage Park. 
More than 80 units, including Iowa's The 
Colt Marching Band, Wheeling High School 
Marching Wildcat Band, U.S. Mini Chopper 
Club motorcycle riders and The Cubs Band. 
(847) 537-0574. 
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By CASEY MOIFFIti 
suitT WRITER ' • 

With so much already on their Plate, members 
of the Wheeling Village Board are setting goals 
to stay focused on the village's future needs. Trustees reve 

Redevelopment along Milwaukee Avenue porate five areaE. 
and Dundee Road continues to occupy much of are technically 
trustees' time, but there are other issues con- On June 16, ba 
fronting the village that deserve attention, offi- poll to leave thc 
vials said. Trevor Lehman 

Village President Greg Klatecki announced were confused 
the five goals at the board's July 23 meeting. annexation woi 
They include annexing areas of unincorporated The targete 

ind gi Irnar 
awry to •nr....-• • - 
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Fourth celebration starts at noon 7 _3_-‘,.3  • 
Wheeling's annual Iburth of July celebration is scheduled to 

t' begin at noon Friday, with the parade starting at 6 p.m. and fits' 
works set to begin at dark. 

Entertainment, the Taste of Wheeling and the fireworks will 
be held at the Community Recreation Center, 333 W Dundee 
Road Medley's in Motion disc jockey Greg Koeppen will be the 
master of ceremonies all day in the entertainment tent. Per- 

gformers at the festival will include Calypso act One World, ma-
ician. J.B. Brash, the Jesse White Ilunblers, the Tinkertoy 

Dixieland Band, Larry Bemberytig Band Sound and the Alle-
gra Mexicano Dancers from St. Joseph the Worker Church. 
Country and western singer Virgil Kane will perform after the 
fireworks. 
•• Restaurants participating in the event include lbscany, 

Sauer's Bakery, Joe's Pizza, Golden Chef, Alamos Tacos, Wa Pa Ghetti's Pima and I Am Siam. The Knights of Columbus, 
AMVETS Post 66, VFW Post 7879 and the London Middle 
School Instrumental League will also be serving food all day. 

More than 70 units have signed up for the parade. The 
Wheeling High School Marching Band will return this year, and 
the 135-piece Colt Marching Band from Iowa will also play 
Other bands expected to perform in the parade are the Cubs 

L band from Wrigley Field and a mariachi band. 

Police up DUI enforcement 7-3  
The Wheeling Police Department will have more officers on 

patrol looking for impaired drivers over the Fburth of July hol-
iday weekend. 

.Extra patrols will be on the road, and the department will 
also set up a roadside safety checkpoint in the village Saturday. 
Although the checkpoint is meant to target drunk drivers, all 
verucie coaes al tsar& laws will be enforced, including the vil-
lage's seat belt ordinawe. 
• Wheeling Police Ch of John Popadowski said the enforce-

ment is part of the department's effort to ensure the roads are safe for all families tra' eling through Wheeling during the hol-iday weekend. 
Raiding for the extra patrols and checkpoint come from the 

Wheeling Safe Communities program with a grant from the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Safety. 



Vheeling festival to show spirit of America 
CASS CLIATT 
Herald Staff Writer 

heeling's one-day summer 
val is gaining a regional rep-
ion, village officials say. 
rod fare from Wheeling's 
iwned Restaurant Row con-
es to draw residents from 
ss the Northwest suburbs to 
July 4 Taste of Wheeling. 
ds keep joining the parade 

out of state. 

This year's theme for the 
fourth annual Taste of Wheeling, 
fireworks display and Indepen-
dence Day parade is "Spirit of 
America." The day offers food 
vendors, live entertainment, 
children's games and radio-con-
trolled stock car racing from 
noon to 11:30 p.m. on festival 
grounds in front of the Wheeling 
Park District's Community 
Recreation Center. 

"We are pleased this year to  

have the Miami One World 
Calypso Band that has the No. 1 
record in Key West, Fla.," said 
Wheeling Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato, chairwoman of the village's 
Special Events Commission. 

New to the parade this year 
will be the U.S. Mini Chopper 
Club, a motorcycle group that 
raises money for children and 
disadvantaged families. 

Also, the Colt Marching Band 
will bring its 135 members from  

Iowa along with five drum and 
bugle corps groups. 

"Last year we had a band 
from Colorado," Abruscato said. 
"And they called this band from 
Iowa and said, 'If you're going to 
be in the Chicago area, you have 
to play in Wheeling.' " An esti-
mated 85 parade entrants will 
step off at 6 p.m. from Dundee 
and Wheeling roads. 

Entertainment before and 
after the parade will include the  

Jesse White Tumblers, the Alegre. 
Mexicano Dancers from St. 
Joseph the Worker Catholic 
Church and the Virgil Kane 
Country & Western Band, the 
last act on stage after fireworks 
light up the sky at dusk. 

A magician's performance, 
inflatable rides and basketball 
toss are some of the activities 
children can enjoy. 

For more information, visit 
www.vi.wheelinglus. 

Son, others 
arrested in 
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BY loisEKT MCCOP PIN 

Dai Hoak! usif Writer 

Three inert were charged with 
stealing computers from the 
home of one of their own moth-
ers in Wheeling, prosecutors 
said Monday, 

'Shawn. Kelly, '19, and Carlos 
Mendel, 31,: both of whom live 
at 190 N. Wolf Road, Wheeling, 
and :Kfi.:N Soto. .17. of Arlington 
Heights were arrested, Sunday 
night after Wheeling police 
received a tip. 

.Police special operations offi-
cers were watching in hiding as 
the men ran through a yard to 
the back of the home of Kelly's 
mother, on the 800 block • 
ofienkins Court, authorities 

• 
Police say the men entered 

the Mga, lathere prosecutors 
said Soto took a desktop com-
puter and ''Mendes and 
Kelly started stuffing a duffel 
beg with computers and com-
puter parts before they were 
atreeted.ii 

Soto who attends North-
west Suburban Academy in 
Arlington Heights — and Kelly 
both have c,tutrges of theft and 
trespassing pending against 
them in an earlier case, prose- 

Kelly was sentenced to 30 
months' probation for burglary 
in March, 

Cook County Circuit Court 
Judge Karen Thompson Tobin 
set bond at $25,000 for Mendes, 
$60,000 fOr Soto, and $75,000 for 

They were scheduled fora  
court hearing July 23 in Rolling 
Meadows.  

Wheeling: July Fourth/Taste of 
Wheeling next to Wheeling Vil-
lage Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road. 
Noon to 11:30 p.m. Admission 
free, but food costs. Entertain-
ment, crafts, games and food 
from about 10 vendors. Enter-
tainment begins at noon, 
includes Gregory Koeppen's 
Medley in Motion, Larry 
Benbem's Big Band Orchestra, 
Maraichi Alegra Mexicano 
Dancers, One World Calypso 
from Key West and Virgil Kane 
country band. Restaurants 
include Tuscany, Wa-Pa-
Ghetti's Pizza, Golden Chef, 
Taueria Alamo, Joe's Pizza and 
Sauer's Bakery. Park at village 
hall, 255 W Dundee Road, and 
the Wheeling Park District, 333 
W. Dundee Road. (847) 459-
2605 or www.vi.wheeling.il.us. 
Parade: 6 p.m. Friday, starts at 
Wheeling and Dundee roads 
near train station; east to Wolf 
Road and then to Heritage 
Park. Includes Wheeling High 
School Marching Band. (847) 
537-0574. Fireworks: dusk 
Friday. 7  
at 8:45 p.m. Visit www.wheatoniaycees.org. 

Wheeling: Dusk Friday, next to village hall, 255 
W. Dundee Road. Parking at village hall and 
Wheeling Park District, 333W. Dundee Road. 

Woodstock: Dusk Friday at Emricson Park, 
Snt rth Strppt Fad Tam Drive, Woodstock: 

Wheeling: 6 p.m. Friday. Starts at Wheeling 
and Dundee roads near train station; goes 
east to Wolf Road and then to Heritage Park. 
More than 80 units, including Iowa's The 
Colt Marching Band, Wheeling High School 
Marching Wildcat Band, U.S. Mini Chopper 
Club motorcycle riders and The Cubs Band. 

(847) 537-0574. 
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V 3, 
With so much already on their igate-, members 

of the Wheeling Village Board are setting' 'goals 
to stay focused on the village's future needs. 

Redevelopment. along Milwaukee Avenue 
and Dundee Road continues to occupy much of 
trustees' time, but there are other issues . con-
fronting the village that deSerVe attention, offi-
cials said. 

Village President Greg Klatecki, announced 
the five goals at the board's July 23 meeting. 
They include annexing areas of unincorporated 
land within village borders, finding more space 
for village employees, completing planning proj-
ects, building a larger senior center and finding 
a way to equalize lax assessments on commercial 
and industrial properties between Cook and 
Lake counties. 

"I wanted to go public with.  (the goals) to let 
everyone k now it we're working on and what 
our priorities aisi," Klatecki said. 

Kiatecki's }Jig, s3t priority.  is to complete a 
number of planning projects uwier way in the 
village. 'TWA r td members (5f the Wheeling 
Plan Con HY) toirotiout dd ails on 
a new compr, 11(.11; ;we plan that will guide future 
developme 111, Iliey are also waiting on the re- 
sults of a iloo(I stii( ly that could alter or advance 
plans for ww ,!!ot tstruction;The village also re-
cently est al:,  s ( 1 ;.t new taxJnerithient financing 
district (lesigno.i !;; fi trtd improvements along 
Math Avenue, arida.  town ()enter re- 
development push is on. . 

"It's my 4 vita on ant we IRA kart new projects 
until we gel :,•o!re ,luff donei7Klalecki said. "We 
need to 1:-et 1.11i done iii:1)rot)&ir order so we 

Serving seniors 
Trustee Judy Abruscato said she has 

been talking in earnest about expanding 
the Pavilion Senior Center for the last 
two to three years, and she wanted to 
make sure it got on the list of goals. 

"In this day and age, seniors aren't 75 
or 80 years old," she said. "People are re-
tiring at 55. We need to update and up-
grade our space for those seniors." 

The senior population will continue 
to grow, Abruscato said. And she pointed 
to many of the village's new multifamily 
housing developments, like One Mil-
waukee Place, Park Point and Astor 
Place, as being attractive to seniors 
seeking a new place to live. 

"I'm not saying (expansion of the Se-
nior Center) is going to get done in a 
year.," Abruscato said. "But we need to 
have a plan so in a year we can start to 
dig the hole." 

Abruscato said the Pavilion is already 
in need for more space. There are about 
800 center members, and the largest 

to the future 
don't hinder ourselves. We don't want to put the 
cart before the horse." 

Clean, up time 

Trustees reversed course and agreed to incor-
porate five areas within the village's borders that 
are technically in unincorporated Cook County. 
On June 16, board members agreed by a 5 to 2 
poll to leave those areas alone. However, Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann said he believed some trustees 
were confused at the time about how much the 
annexation would cost the village. 

The targeted areas include industrial land 
around Sumac and Industrial Lanes, and apart-
ments and homes, especially those along Jack-
son Street that are used' for home-based 
businesses. The property owners in those areas 
do not have to abide by village codes, and 
trustees agreed that they are "polluting" the vil-
lage's image because of their appearance. 

'We have to work with (those) businesses, and 
the busir esses have to work with us," Lehmann 
said. "If: a partnership that must exist I don't 
want to j gut people out of business; but I want it 
cleaned go over there." ' . 

workS officials said providing infra-
structure like water and sewer mains to the tar-
geted areas could cost the village as much as $6 
million. Lehmann argued that the village would 
eventually be able to cover those costs through 
increased property tax revenues generated after 
annexation. 

"It is a lot of money," Lehmann said, "If we 
put together a 20-year. plan and get more rev-
enue, we can more than cover the casts of the im-
provements." 

(Continued on page 13) 

for offices. 
"PetrpfeecenelMIllttrnillrEid 

see that we're trying to improve our 
community, but the conditions at Vil-
lage Hall are lacking," Heer said. 'What 
kind of message are we sending?" 

Trustees in April eliminated a plan tc 
expand Village Hall from the village': 
five-year capital-improvement plan 
Trustees said they wanted to implemen 
a villagewide capital-improvements pro 
gram while accumulating a minimun 
amount of debt. 

Tax talk 

Trustees Michael and Patric 
Horcher want the village to focus on ii 
gional affairs by trying to persuad 
Cook County to adjust its property a 
sessment system. 

Cook County residents are taxed at 1 
percent of their home's fair mark 
value, while industrial and commerci 
property owners are taxed at 36 perce:  
of fair market value. In Lake Court 

irts at noon 
ily celebration is scheduled to 
ode starting at 6 p.m. and fie-' 

reeling and the fireworks will 
ation Center, 333 W. Dundee 
rey Greg Koeppen will be the 
the entertainment tent. Per-
! Calypso act One World, ma-
ite Runblers, the Tfmkertoy 
ig Band Sound and the Alle-
Joseph the Worker. Church. 
Kane will perform after the 

he event include Tbscany, „ uoiden Chef, Alamos Tacos, Wa Pa 
Ghetti's Pizza and I Am Siam. The Knights of Columbus, 
AMVETS Post 66, VFW Post 7879 and the London Middle 
School Instrumental League will also be serving food all day. 

More than 70 units have signed up for the parade. The 
Wheeling High School Marching Band will return this year, and 
the 135-piece Colt Marching Band from Iowa will also play. 

i; Other bands expected to perform in the parade are the Cubs 
band from Wrigley Field and a mariachi band. 

room can only accommodate 150. The 
Pavilion has also been expanding its 
services and now offers a full-time social 
worker. 

An expanded center would most 
likely entail building a new one, because 
space on the Pavilion property is tight, 
trustees said. 

Village Hall 

Trustee Robert Heer said he wants 
the Village Hall expansion on the list of 
goals. As the village grows, Heer said the 
village must have the facilities it needs 
to meet the public's demand for serv-
ices. 

"I've been on the board for eight 
years now, and we've done countless 
space studies," Heer said. "They've all 
said the same thing — that we need 
space. I hope it gets done." 

Heer said it reflects poorly on the vil-
lage that staff members are required to 
work in rented space off the Village Hall 
campus and that closets are being used 
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BY ROHERT ILICCOPPIN 
Deit I !amid Slestf Wrider 

Three men were charged with 
stealing computers from the 
home of one of their own moth-
ers in ',Alec:ling, prosecutors 
said Monday. 

Shawn Kelly, 19, and Carlos 
'Mendes, 31„ both of whom live 
at 190 N. Wolf Road, Wheeling, 
i.nd :Kevin Soto, 17, of Arlington 
Heights were arrested. Sunday 
night after Wheeling police 
received a tip. 

,Police special operations offi-
cers were watching in hiding as 
the men ran through a yard to 
the back of the home of Kelly's 
mother, on the 800 block 
of Jenkins Court, authorities 
said. 

Police say the men entered 
the garage, where prosecutors 
said Soto took a desktop com-
puter and Mendes and 
Kelly started stuffing a duffel 
bag with computers and com-
puter parts before they were 
arrested. • 

Sow — who attends North-
west Suburban Academy in 
Arlington Heights — and Kelly 
both have charges of theft and 
trespassing pending against 
them in an earlier case, prose-
-wan; GOMA.  

Kelly was sentenced to 30 
months' probation for burglary 
in March. 

Cook County Circuit Court 
Judge Karen Thompson Tobin 
set bond at $25,000 for Mendes, 
$50,000 for Soto, and $75,000 for 
Kay 

They were scheduled for h 
court hearing July 23 in Rolling 
Meadows. 

ment, crafts, games and food 
from about 10 vendors. Enter-
tainment begins at noon, 
includes Gregory Koeppen's 
Medley in Motion, Larry 
Benbem's Big Band Orchestra, 
Maraichi Alegra Mexicano 
Dancers, One World Calypso 
from Key West and Virgil Kane 
country band. Restaurants 
include Tuscany, Wa-Pa-
Ghetti's Pizza, Golden Chef, 
Taueria Alamo, Joe's Pizza and 
Sauer's Bakery. Park at village 
hall, 255 W. Dundee Road, and 
the Wheeling Park District, 333 
W. Dundee Road. (847) 459-
2605 or www.vi.wheeling.iLus. 
Parade: 6 p.m. Friday, starts at 
Wheeling and Dundee roads 
near train station; east to Wolf 
Road and then to Heritage 
Park. Includes Wheeling High 
School Marching Band. (847) 
537-0574. Fireworks: dusk 
Friday. 7  
at 8:45 p.m. Visit www.Wheatonjaycees.org. 

Wheeling: Dusk Friday. next to village hall, 255 
W. Dundee Road. Parking at village hall and 
Wheeling Park District, 333 W. Dundee Road. 

Woodstock: Dusk Friday at Emricson Park, 
Snnth Street and Tara Drive. Woodstock: 

Wheeling: 6 p.m. Friday. Starts at Wheeling 
and Dundee roads near train station; goes 
east to Wolf Road and then to Heritage Park., 
More than 80 units, including Iowa's The 
Colt Marching Band, Wheeling High School 
Marching Wildcat Band, U.S. Mini Chopper 
Club motorcycle riders and The Cubs Band. 
(847) 537-0574. 

rts at noon 7-3 
y celebration is scheduled to 
de starting at 6 p.m. and fire-' 

eeling and the fireworks will 
ation Center, 333 W Dundee 
tey Greg Koeppen will be the 
the entertainment tent. Per-
Calypso act One World, ma-

le Ilariblers, the Tinkertoy 
ig Band Sound and the Alle-
Joseph the Worker Church. 
Kane will perform after the 

he event include Tbscany, 
u-orden Chef, Alamos Tacos, Wa Pa Ghetti's Pizza and I Am Siam. The Knights of Columbus, 

AMVETS Post 66, VFW Post 7879 and the London Middle 
School Instrumental League will also be serving food all day. 

More than 70 units have signed up for the parade. The 
Wheeling High School Marching Band will return this year, and 
the 135-piece Colt Marching Band from Iowa will also play. 
Other bands expected to perform in the parade are the Cubs 
band from Wrigley Field and a mariachi band. 
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With so much already on their plate, members 

of the Wheeling Village Board are setting goals  
to stay focused on the village's future needs. 

Redevelopment along Milwaukee Avenue 
and Dundee Road continues to occupy much of 
trustees' time, but there are other issues con-
fronting the village that deServe attention, offi-
cials said. 

Village President Greg Klatecki announced 
the five goals at the board's July 23 meeting. 
They include annexing areas of unincorporated 
land within village borders, finding more space 
for village employees, completing planning proj-
ects, building a larger senior center and finding 
a way to equalize tax assessments on commercial 
and industrial properties between Cook and 
Lake counties. 

"I wanted to go public with.  (the goals) to let 
everyone k114:rw we're working on and what. 
our priorities a-e,” Klatecki said. 

ICIatee ki's f 'St priOrity, is to complete a 
number of olinoing projects Under way in the 
village. d members of the Wheeling 
Plan Cone i i nue to iron out details on 
a new compr-lir ;ive plan that will guide future 
developriter , ley are also waiting on the re- 
sults of a focal sl i; (Iy that could alter or advance 
plans for now ,:!rst ;:;;truction. The village also 
centlytly lat I !I new tax increinent financing 
district f11_:0{ 111 improvements along 
Nor th M u I: r e Avenue, an0at.OWIL omiter re- 
development push is on. !•.- 

"It's my oi pinion that we not ttart new projects 
until we get e ,.luff done," Klatecki said. "We 
need tA, Icet tl,inr  done in prooeir order so we 

Clean up time 
Trustees reversed course and agreed to incor-

porate five areas within the village's borders that 
are technically in unincorporated Cook County. 
On June 16, board members agreed by a 5 to 2 
poll to leave those areas alone. However, Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann said he believed some trustees 
were confused at the time about how much the 
annexation would cost the village. 

The targeted areas include industrial land 
around Sumac and Industrial Lanes, and apart-
ments and homes, especially those along Jack-
son Street that are used.  for home-based 
businesses. The property owners in those areas 
do not have to abide by village codes, and 
trustees agreed that they are "polluting" the vil-
lage's image because of their appearance. 

"We have to work with (those) businesses, and 
the busir esses have to work with us," Lehmann 
said. "It's a partnership that must exist. I don't 
want to put people out of business; but I want it 
cleaned ip over there." 

Publi works officials said providing infra-
structure like water and sewer mains to the tar-
geted areas could cost the village as much as $6 
million. Lehmann argued that the village would 
eventually be able to cover those costs through 
increased property tax revenues generated after 
annexation. ' 

"It is a lot of money" Lehmann said. "If we 
put together a 20-year. plan and get more rev-
enue, we can more than cover the costs of the im-
provements." 

(Continued on page 13) 

Serving seniors 
Trustee Judy Abruscato said she has 

been talking in earnest about expanding 
the Pavilion Senior Center for the last 
two to three years, and she wanted to 
make sure it got on the list of goals. 

"In this clay and age, seniors aren't 75 
or 80 years old," she said. "People are re-
tiring at 55. We need to update and up-
grade our space for those seniors." 

The senior population will continue 
to grow, Abruscato said. And she pointed 
to many of the village's new multifamily 
housing developments, like One Mil-
waukee Place, Park Point and Astor 
Place, as being attractive to seniors 
seeking a new place to live. 

"I'm not saying (expansion of the Se-
nior Center) is going to get done in a 
year," Abruscato said. "But we need to 
have a plan so in a year we can start to 
dig the hole." 

Abruscato said the Pavilion is already 
in need for more space. There are about 
800 center members, and the largest  

room can only accommodate 150. The 
Pavilion has also been expanding its; 
services and now offers a full-time social 
worker. 

An expanded center would most 
likely entail building a new one, because 
space on the Pavilion property is tight, 
trustees said. 

Village Hall 
Trustee Robert Heer said he wants 

the Village Hall expansion on the list of 
goals. As the village grows, Heer said the 
village must have the facilities it needs 
to meet the public's demand for serv-
ices. 

"I've been on the board for eight 
years now, and we've done countless 
space studies," Heer said. "They've all 
said the same thing — that we need 
space. I hope it gets done." 

Heer said it reflects poorly on the vil-
lage that staff members are required to 
work in rented space off the Village Hall 
campus and that closets are being used  

for offices. 
"People come in (to Village Hall) and 

see that we're trying to improve our 
community, but the conditions at Vil-
lage Hall are lacking," Heer said. "What 
kind of message are we sending?" 

Trustees in April eliminated a plan to 
expand Village Hall from the village's 
five-year capital-improvement plan. 
Trustees said they wanted to implement 
a villagewide capital-improvements pro-
gram while accumulating a minimum 
amount of debt. 

Tax talk 
Trustees Michael and Patrick 

Horcher want the village to focus on re-
gional affairs by trying to persuade 
Cook County to adjust its property as-
sessment system. 

Cook County residents are taxed at 16 
percent of their home's fair market 
value, while industrial and commercial 
property owners are taxed at 36 percent 
of fair market value. In Lake County,  

however, commercial and industrial 
properties are taxed at 33.3 percent of 
fair market value. 

Patrick Horcher said the difference 
in assessments hurts Wheeling, which is 
in Cook County and borders Lake 
County. He said some businesses move 
out of Wheeling and into Lake County to 
save on property taxes. 

"Businesses can literally move across 
the street and get back on property 
taxes," he said. "It's hard on Wheeling, 
because we sit on the border." 

Patrick Horcher said the village will 
have to lobby the Cook County Board of 
Commissioners for any change. He also 
would like to see the Northwest Munic-
ipal Conference help in the lobbying ef-
fort. 

"It will be a challenge, because it isn't 
popular," Horcher said. "I want to start 
the ball rolling on this. There's nothing 
wrong with being the guy who will try 
it." 
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BY AMES B o YKIN 
AND JOHN PATTERSON 
Daily Herald staff :enters 

Prki le g• 003 
siaent eorge W. Bush 

Tuesday said he will nominate a 
prominent Wheeling construc-
tion executive with Irish roots 
as the next U.S. ambassador to 
Ireland. 

James C. Kenny, vice presi-
dent and owner of 
family-owned Kenny Construc-
tion Co., will need the 
confirmation of the U.S. Senate 
to take the post, which has 
been vacant since December. 

Kenny also is president of 
Kenny Management Services, 
but he is perhaps best known 
locally for his and his com-
pany's work in 1992 repairing 
the tunnel break that caused 
what became known as the 
Great Chicago Flood. 

While Kenny would not com-
ment pending the Senate 
confirmation, a spokeswoman 
at the construction firm said he 
was "honored and humbled." 

Kenny is a top Republican 
fund-raiser and worked as 
Bush's finance chairman in Illi-
nois in 2000. 

He has helped raise funds for 
several Republican governor 
candidates in recent years and  

was a delegate 
to the 2000 
Republican 
National Con-
vention. 

Since 1994, 
Kenny has 
donated more 
than $250,000 
mostly to 
Republican 

campaigns, and to some 
prominent Democrats in state 
and local politics such as 
Chicago Mayor Richard M. 
Daley, state campaign finance 
records show. 

He also served as a member 
of a transportation advisory 
committee for Bush when he 
took office. Last year, Kenny 
was part of a delegation at the 
inauguration of the president 
of Nicaragua. 

"Given his experience in 
business, politics, and civic 
affairs, Jim Kenny certainly has 
developed the diplomatic skills 
necessary to serve as an 
ambassador," said John 
McGovern, spokesman for U.S. 
House Speaker J. Dennis 
Hastert, a Yorkville Republican. 
"It's an exciting appointment 
for Illinois because so many 
residents share Irish roots." 

State Sen. Kirk Dillard, a 

James C. 
Kenny 
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Hail: Car dealer's entire 
stock sustained damaged 
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J uty 9-.zoo3 
employee Scott Jorgensen. 

Insurers said the severity of 
the hail storm might be second 
only to the Lake Zurich area 
storm in 2000. That damage 
totaled more than $100 million. 

State Farm Insurance and All-
state were among insurance 
companies sending catastrophe 
teams this week to process 
claims. 

"On the automobile side the 
early estimates call for 8,000 
claims at a total of $16 million," 
State Farm spokesman Joe 
Johnson said. Claims for home-
owners and a handful of small 
businesses could reach the 
7,000 level for a total of $20.4 
million. 

The National Association of 
Independent Insurers estimates 
that State Farm has about a 30 
percent share of the insurance 
market. So, similar damage pro-
jections from other insurers 
could hike the cost of the storm 
above $90 million. 

"Clearly this is a multimillion-
dollar situation," said Joseph 
Annotti, spokesman for the 
national insurers association. 
'All claims aren't in yet, but to be 
categorized as a disaster or cata-
strophic loss, insured damage 
has to reach $25 million." 

Allstate had processed about 
2,000 Illinois claims as of Tues-
day for the weekend storms. 

"We won't be able to assess 

For only 10 minutes on S 
sounded like the sky op,  
and hurled hammers on 
Vitaioli's home. 

Vitaioli and other r 
across northern Cook Co 
Lake County were still cl 
Tuesday from the afterm 

' of the area's worst hail 

Claims f 

wi.11LJctaactut.1.1. 

the full damage of this storm for 
awhile," Allstate spokesman 
Mike Siemienas said. "We'll get 
to (customers) as soon as possi-
ble, but we have people who 
have homes that are literally 
uninhabitable." 

Dan Vojacek of US Restora-
tions based in Mount Prospect, 
said his surveys of the area have 
revealed individual roof damage 
alone up to $12,000. 

Local families are keeping 
their fingers crossed that insur-
ance will pay for their losses. 

"If you need a new roof, 
you're talking $5,000," Patricia 
Steilen of Wheeling said. "A lot 
of us are wondering if it's 
enough damage to cover our 
deductible, and that's why we're 
calling our insurance." 

Insurance adjusters were par-
ticularly busy Tuesday at 
unprotected areas such as 
Wheeling's Bill Stasek Chevrolet, 
where every car in the lot sus-
tained damage, officials there 
said. 

In Buffalo Grove, 36 police 
vehicles were pelted by hail. 

"It was those cars parked 
unused in our parking lot, as 
well as cars that were on patrol," 
police Commander Mike Soucy 
said. 

Wheeling must repair 53 
municipal vehicles that suffered 
heavy damage and fix some 
rooftop heating units. The 
money will come from village 
insurance and a liability insur- 

MARK BLACK/DAILY HERALD 
Mary Vitaioli assesses the dam-
age after hail shot holes 
through the corrugated plastic 
roof of her deck. 
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ance fund, not taxpayers, offi-
cials said. 

Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan issued a warning Tues-
day, telling residents to guard 
against scam artists preying on 
people who suffer from storm 
damage. 

All contractors should furnish 
written contracts, and residents 
should not pay cash, Madigan 
said in a statement. 

Stormy weather continued 
Tuesday. Flights at O'Hare Inter-
national Airport were delayed 
throughout the day, said 
Monique Bond, spokeswoman 
for Chicago's aviation depart-
ment. 

• Daily Herald staff writer Matt 
Arad° contributed to this report. 

Hinsdale Republican who 
worked with Kenny during Gov. 
Jim Edgar's administration, 
called the nomination an excel-
lent choice that will help 
Illinois businesses tap into Ire- 
land's burgeoning 
technological industry. 

"From his red hair to his 
prim and proper dress and 
demeanor, Jim Kenny will be 
an excellent ambassador to the 
country of his heritage," Dillard 
said. 

Kenny Construction has 
headed some major projects in 
the Chicago area, including the 
renovation of Soldier Field. It 
also worked on the Deep 
Tunnel project. 

Kenny currently serves on 
the Illinois First Task Force, 
which distributes money for 
construction projects 
statewide. 

He also is a member of the 
Economic Club of Chicago and 
sits on the boards of the 
Chicagoland Chamber of Com-
merce, Bradley University, his 
alma mater, Children's Memor-
ial Hospital and the Illinois 
Business Roundtable. 

He was a member Of the 
authority that oversaw expan-
sion at Navy Pier and 
McCormick Place. 



BY CASS CLIATT 7  . cej 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

For only 10 minutes on Sunday, it 
sounded like the sky opened up 
and hurled hammers onto Mike 
Vitaioli's home. 

Vitaioli and other residents 
across northern Cook County and 
Lake County were still cleaning up 
Tuesday from the aftermath of one 
of the area's worst hail storms in 
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decades. 
Golf ball-sized hail measuring up 

90 million 
amaged and my car, and there are 
Cher cars in the neighborhood that 
e like Swiss cheese." 
Shoppers in far northern Arling-

on Heights had to scurry for cover 
en the hail began to fall around 2 

.m. Sunday. 
"You could hear it hitting the 
avement, like cracking the 

cement," said White Hen Pantry 
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stock sustained damaged 
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employee Scott Jorgensen. 

Insurers said the severity of 
the hail storm might be second 
only to the Lake Zurich area 
storm in 2000. That damage 
totaled more than $100 million. 

State Farm Insurance and All-
state were among insurance 
companies sending catastrophe 
teams this week to process 
claims. 

"On the automobile side the 
early estimates call for 8,000 
claims at a total of $16 million," 
State Farm spokesman Joe 
Johnson said. Claims for home-
owners and a handful of small 
businesses could reach the 
7,000 level for a total of $20.4 
million. 

The National Association of 
Independent Insurers estimates 
that State Farm has about a 30 
percent share of the insurance 
market. So, similar damage pro-
jections from other insurers 
could hike the cost of the storm 
above $90 million. 

"Clearly this is a multimillion-
dollar situation," said Joseph 

the full damage of this storm for 
awhile," Allstate spokesman 
Mike Siemienas said. "We'll get 
to (customers) as soon as possi-
ble, but we have people who 
have homes that are literally 
uninhabitable." 

Dan Vojacek of US Restora-
tions based in Mount Prospect, 
said his surveys of the area have 
revealed individual roof damage 
alone up to $12,000. 

Local families are keeping 
their fingers crossed that insur-
ance will pay for their losses. 

"If you need a new roof, 
you're talking $5,000," Patricia 
Steilen of Wheeling said. "A lot 
of us are wondering if it's 
enough damage to cover our 
deductible, and that's why we're 
calling our insurance." 

Insurance adjusters were par-
ticularly busy Tuesday at 
unprotected areas such as 
Wheeling's Bill Stasek Chevrolet, 
where every car in the lot sus-
tained damage, officials there 
said. 

In Buffalo Grove, 36 police 
vehicles were pelted by hail. 

"It was those cars parked 

Claims for hail damages could top 
to two inches shot holes through 
roofing, knocked the siding off of 
homes, dented cars and slashed 
through trees and landscaping like 
machetes. 

The damage across the area could 
reach up to $90 million, insurers 
estimated. 

"It sounded like somebody taking 
a sledgehammer to the house," 
Vitaioli said of his home on Wheel-
ing's north side. "My truck got 

MARK BLACK;DAILY HERALD 
Mary Vitaioli assesses the dam- 
age after hail shot holes 
through the corrugated plastic 
roof of her deck. 

ance fund, not taxpayers, offi-
cials said. 

Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan issued a warning Tues-
day, telling residents to guard 
against scam artists preying on 
people who suffer from storm 
damage. 

All contractors should furnish 
written contracts, and residents 
should not pay cash, Madigan 
said in a statement. 

PHOTO COURTESY THE VITAIOLI FAMILY 
Hail collected by Mike Vitaioli of Wheeling that 
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tival to show spirit of America 
.heme for the 
.ste of Wheeling, 
y and Indepen-
ide is "Spirit of 
day offers food 
.ntertainment, 
> and radio-con-
ar racing from 
p.m. on festival 
of the Wheeling 

s Community 
er. 
sed this year to  

have the Miami One World 
Calypso Band that has the No. 1 
record in Key West, Fla.," said 
Wheeling Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato, chairwoman of the village's 
Special Events Commission. 

New to the parade this year 
will be the U.S. Mini Chopper 
Club, a motorcycle group that 
raises money for children and 
disadvantaged families. 

Also, the Colt Marching Band 
will bring its 135 members from  

Iowa along with five drum and 
bugle corps groups. 

"Last year we had a band 
from Colorado," Abruscato said. 
'And they called this band from 
Iowa and said, 'If you're going to 
be in the Chicago area, you have 
to play in Wheeling.' " An esti-
mated 85 parade entrants will 
step off at 6 p.m. from Dundee 
and Wheeling roads. 

Entertainment before and 
after the parade will include the  

Jesse White Tumblers, the Alegra 
Mexicano Dancers from St. 
Joseph the Worker Catholic 
Church and the Virgil Kane 
Country & Western Band, the 
last act on stage after fireworks 
light up the sky at dusk. 

A magician's performance, 
inflatable rides and basketball 
toss are some of the activities 
children can enjoy. 

For more information, visit 
www.vi.wheeling.lus. 

reeling: July Fourth/Taste of 
ieeling next to Wheeling Vil-
e Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road. 
on to 11:30 p.m. Admission 
e, but food costs. Entertain-
mt, crafts, games and food 
im about 10 vendors. Enter-
inment begins at noon, 
eludes Gregory Koeppen's 
edley in Motion, Larry 
nbem's Big Band Orchestra, 
araichi Alegra Mexicano 
inters, One World Calypso 
)m Key West and Virgil Kane 
)untry band. Restaurants 
.elude Tuscany, Wa-Pa-
hetti's Pizza, Golden Chef, 
tueria Alamo, Joe's Pizza and 
iuer's Bakery. Park at village 
ill, 255 W. Dundee Road, and 
re Wheeling Park District, 333 
T. Dundee Road. (847) 459-
305 or www.vi.wheeling.il.us. 
arade: 6 p.m. Friday, starts at 
[heeling and Dundee roads 
ear train station; east to Wolf 
.oad and then to Heritage 
ark. Includes Wheeling High 
chool Marching Band. (847) 
37-0574. Fireworks: dusk 
riday. 
at 8:45 p.m. Visit www.wheatonjaycees.org. —
heeling: Dusk Friday, next to village hall, 255 
W. Dundee Road. Parking at village hall and 
Wheeling Park District, 333 W. Dundee Road. 
ioodstock: Dusk Friday at Emricson Park, 
South Street anji Tam Drive Woodstock: 
heeling: 6 p.m. Friday. Starts at Wheeling 
tad Dundee roads near train station; goes 
;est to Wolf Road and then to Heritage Park. 
Vlore than 80 units, including Iowa's The 
Colt Marching Band, Wheeling High School 
Marching Wildcat Band, U.S. Mini Chopper 
Club motorcycle riders and The Cubs Band. 
(8471 537-0574. 

TrustoPs knk to the future 
BY CASEY MOFFITT 
, STAFF WRI1ER , 

J 1V 1, 3 
With so much already on their plate, members 

of the Wheeling Village Board are setting goals 
to stay focused on the village's future needs. 

Redevelopment along Milwaukee Avenue 
and Dundee Road continues to occupy much of 
trustees' time, but there are other issues con-
fronting the village that deSerVe attention, offi-
cials said. 

Village President Greg Klatecki announced 
the five goals at the board's July 23 meeting. 
They include annexing areas of unincorporated 
land within village borders, finding more space 
for village employees, completing planning proj-
ects, building a larger senior center and finding 
a way to equalize tax assessments on commercial 
and industrial propertieg between 'Cook and 
Lake counties. 

"I wanted to go public with' (the goals) to let 
everyone know what we're workinr on and what 
our priorities are," Klatecki said.  

Kiatecki's biggest print*, is to complete a 
number of planning projects Under way in the 
village. 'flte;fei.:,  ; id inernbiinf brthe Wheeling 
Plan Coi inn iss i cn i nue iOit'on out details on 
a new comm.' icy): :we plan that will guide fiiture 
development , and I hey are also waiting iJri the re-
sults of a flood study that Wilk" alter or advance 
plans for new construction:The village also re-
cently established new tax incrojrnent financing 
district designed t;) P ni I improvements along 
Noith Milwauliee Avenue, anoa:town writer re- 
development push is on. i; 

"It's my opi nion that we riot kart new projects 
until we get, some duff donei7;,Klateeki said. "We 
need to get things done in pro:Oer order so we  

don't hinder ourselves, We don't want to put the 
cart before the horse." 

Clean up time 
Trustees reversed course and agreed to incor-

porate five areas within the village's borders that 
are technically in unincorporated Cook County. 
On June 16, board members agreed by a 5 to 2 
poll to leave those areas alone. However, Trustee 
Trevor Lelunann said he believed some trustees 
were confused at the time about how much the 
annexation would cost the village. 

The targeted areas include industrial land 
around Sumac and Industrial Lanes, and apart-
ments and homes, especially those along Jack-
son Street that are used' for home-based 
businesses. The property owners in those areas 
do not have to abide by village codes, and 
trustees agreed that they are "polluting" the vil-
lage's image because of their appearance. 

"We have to work with (those) businesses, and 
the busir esses have to work with us," Lehmann 
said. "In; a partnership that must exist. I don't 
want to put people out of business; but I want it 
cleaned up over there." ' 

Publif.: workS officials said providing infra-
structure like water and sewer mains to the tar-
geted areas could cost the 'village as much as $6 
million. Lehmann argued that the village would 
eventually be able to cover those costs through 
increased property tax revenues generated after 
annexation. ' 

"It is a lot of money," Lehmann said, "If we 
put together a 20-year. plan and get more rev-
enue, we can more than cover the costs of the im-
provements." 

(Continued on page 13) 

Serving seniors 
Trustee Judy Abruscato said she has 

been talking in earnest about expanding 
the Pavilion Senior Center for the last 
two to three years, and she wanted to 
make sure it got on the list of goals. 

"In this day and age, seniors aren't 75 
or 80 years old," she said. "People are re-
tiring at 55. We need to update and up-
grade our space for those seniors." 

The senior population will continue 
to grow, Abruscato said. And she pointed 
to many of the village's new multifamily 
housing developments, like One Mil-
waukee Place, Park Point and Astor 
Place, as being attractive to seniors 
seeking a new place to live. 

"I'm not saying (expansion of the Se-
nior Center) is going to get done in a 
year" Abruscato said. "But we need to 
have a plan so in a year we can start to 
dig the hole." 

Abruscato said the Pavilion is already 
in need for more space. There are about 
800 center members, and the largest  

room can only accommodate 150. The 
Pavilion has also been expanding its 
services and now offers a full-time social 
worker. 

An expanded center would most 
likely entail building a new one, because 
space on the Pavilion property is tight, 
trustees said. 

Village Hall 
nustee Robert Heer said he wants 

the Village Hall expansion on the list of 
goals. As the village grows, Heer said the 
village must have the facilities it needs 
to meet the public's demand for serv-
ices. 

"I've been on the board for eight 
years now, and we've done countless 
space studies," Heer said. "They've all 
said the same thing — that we need 
space. I hope it gets done." 

Heer said it reflects poorly on the vil-
lage that staff members are required to 
work in rented space off the Village Hall 
campus and that closets are being used 

op e come in to Village Hall) and 
see that we're trying to improve our 
community, but the conditions at Vil-
lage Hall are lacking," Heer said. "What 
kind of message are we sending?" 

Trustees in April eliminated a plan to 
expand Village Hall from the village's 
five-year capital-improvement plan. 
nustees said they wanted to implement 
a villagewide capital-improvements pro-
gram while accumulating a minimum 
amount of debt. 

Tax talk 
Trustees Michael and Patrick 

Horcher want the village to focus on re-
gional affairs by trying to persuade 
Cook County to adjust its property as-
sessment system. 

Cook County residents are taxed at 16 
percent of their home's fair market 
value, while industrial and commercial 
property owners are taxed at 36 percent 
of fair market value. In Lake County,  

however, commercial and industrial 
properties are taxed at 33.3 percent of 
fair market value. 

Patrick Horcher said the difference 
in assessments hurts Wheeling, which is 
in Cook County and borders Lake 
County. He said some businesses move 
out of Wheeling and into Lake County to 
save on property taxes. 

"Businesses can literally move across 
the street and get back on property 
taxes," he said. "It's hard on Wheeling, 
because we sit on the border." 

Patrick Horcher said the village will 
have to lobby the Cook County Board of 
Commissioners for any change. He also 
would like to see the Northwest Munic-
ipal Conference help in the lobbying ef-
fort. 

"It will be a challenge, because it isn't 
popular," Horcher said. "I want to start 
the ball rolling on this. There's nothing 
wrong with being the guy who will try 
it." 
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n Iowa will also play. 
e parade are the Cubs 
band. 
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to more information 

fins for fling storm dams 
Attorney general's storm-repair fraud 
alert 

decades. 
Golf ball-sized hail measuring up 

to two inches shot holes through 
roofing, knocked the siding off of 
homes, dented cars and slashed 
through trees and landscaping like 
machetes. 

The damage across the area could 
reach up to $90 million, insurers 
estimated. 

"It sounded like somebody taking 
a sledgehammer to the house," 
Vitaioli said of his home on Wheel-
ing's north side. "My truck got 

MARK BLACK/DAILY HERALD 
Mary Vitaioli assesses the dam-
age after hail shot holes 
through the corrugated plastic 
roof of her deck. 

ance fund, not taxpayers, offi-
cials said. 

Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan issued a warning Tues-
day, telling residents to guard 
against scam artists preying on 
people who suffer from storm 
damage. 

All contractors should furnish 
written contracts, and residents 
should not pay cash, Madigan 
said in a statement. 

Stormy weather continued 
Tuesday. Flights at O'Hare Inter-
national Airport were delayed 
throughout the day, said 
Monique Bond, spokeswoman 
for Chicago's aviation depart-
ment. 

• Daily Herald staff writer Matt 
Arado contributed to this report. 
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James C. 
Kenny 

Claims for hail damages could top $90 million 
damaged and my car, and there are 
other cars in the neighborhood that 
are like Swiss cheese." 

Shoppers in far northern Arling-
ton Heights had to scurry for cover 
when the hail began to fall around 2 
p.m. Sunday. 

"You could hear it hitting the 
pavement, like cracking the 
cement," said White Hen Pantry 

For only 10 minutes on Sunday, it 
sounded like the sky opened up 
and hurled hammers onto Mike 
Vitaioli's home. 

Vitaioli and other residents 
across northern Cook County and 
Lake County were still cleaning up 
Tuesday from the aftermath of one 
of the area's worst hail storms in 

Hail: Car dealer's entire 
stock sustained damaged 
Continued from Page 1 
J ty q-.zoo 3 

employee Scott Jorgensen. 
Insurers said the severity of 

the hail storm might be second 
only to the Lake Zurich area 
storm in 2000. That damage 
totaled more than $100 million. 

State Farm Insurance and All-
state were among insurance 
companies sending catastrophe 
teams this week to process 
claims. 

"On the automobile side the 
early estimates call for 8,000 
claims at a total of $16 million," 
State Farm spokesman Joe 
Johnson said. Claims for home-
owners and a handful of small 
businesses could reach the 
7,000 level for a total of $20.4 
million. 

The National Association of 
Independent Insurers estimates 
that State Farm has about a 30 
percent share of the insurance 
market. So, similar damage pro-
jections from other insurers 
could hike the cost of the storm 
above $90 million. 

"Clearly this is a multimillion-
dollar situation," said Joseph 
Annotti, spokesman for the 
national insurers association. 
"All claims aren't in yet, but to be 
categorized as a disaster or cata-
strophic loss, insured damage 
has to reach $25 million." 

Allstate had processed about 
2,000 Illinois claims as of Tues-
day for the weekend storms. 

"We won't be able to assess 

-c4A.A.Livctaactt.tx.fr  Ark..LCA.1.1.%A. 
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PHOTO COURTESY THE VITAIOLI FAMILY 
Hail collected by Mike Vitaioli of Wheeling that 
pummeled the region Sunday measured as big 
as golf balls. 

r•It 

the full damage of this storm for 
awhile," Allstate spokesman 
Mike Siemienas said. "We'll get 
to (customers) as soon as possi-
ble, but we have people who 
have homes that are literally 
uninhabitable." 

Dan Vojacek of US Restora-
tions based in Mount Prospect, 
said his surveys of the area have 
revealed individual roof damage 
alone up to $12,000. 

Local families are keeping 
their fingers crossed that insur-
ance will pay for their losses. 

"If you need a new roof, 
you're talking $5,000," Patricia 
Steilen of Wheeling said. "A lot 
of us are wondering if it's 
enough damage to cover our 
deductible, and that's why we're 
calling our insurance." 

Insurance adjusters were par-
ticularly busy Tuesday at 
unprotected areas such as 
Wheeling's Bill Stasek Chevrolet, 
where every car in the lot sus-
tained damage, officials there 
said. 

In Buffalo Grove, 36 police 
vehicles were pelted by hail. 

"It was those cars parked 
unused in our parking lot, as 
well as cars that were on patrol," 
police Commander Mike Soucy 
said. 

Wheeling must repair 53 
municipal vehicles that suffered 
heavy damage and fix some 
rooftop heating units. The 
money will come from village 
insurance and a liability insur- 

BY AMES B o YKIN 
AND JOHN PATTERSON 
Daily Herald staff writers i 

j 14 I y 003 
Presiaent eorge W. Bush 

Tuesday said he will nominate a 
prominent Wheeling construc-
tion executive with Irish roots 
as the next U.S. ambassador to 
Ireland. 

James C. Kenny, vice presi-
dent and owner of 
family-owned Kenny Construc-
tion Co., will need the 
confirmation of the U.S. Senate 
to take the post, which has 
been vacant since December. 

Kenny also is president of 
Kenny Management Services, 
but he is perhaps best known 
locally for his and his com-
pany's work in 1992 repairing 
the tunnel break that caused 
what became known as the 
Great Chicago Flood. 

While Kenny would not com-
ment pending the Senate 
confirmation, a spokeswoman 
at the construction firm said he 
was "honored and humbled." 

Kenny is a top Republican 
fund-raiser and worked as 
Bush's finance chairman in Mi-
nois in 2000. 

He has helped raise funds for 
several Republican governor 
candidates in recent years and  

was a delegate 
to the 2000 
Republican 
National Con-
vention. 

Since 1994, 
Kenny has 
donated more 
than $250,000 
mostly to 
Republican 

campaigns, and to some 
prominent Democrats in state 
and local politics such as 
Chicago Mayor Richard M. 
Daley, state campaign finance 
records show. 

He also served as a member 
of a transportation advisory 
committee for Bush when he 
took office. Last year, Kenny 
was part of a delegation at the 
inauguration of the president 
of Nicaragua. 

"Given his experience in 
business, politics, and civic 
affairs, Jim Kenny certainly has 
developed the diplomatic skills 
necessary to serve as an 
ambassador," said John 
McGovern, spokesman for U.S. 
House Speaker J. Dennis 
Hastert, a Yorkville Republican. 
"It's an exciting appointment 
for Illinois because so many 
residents share Irish roots." 

State Sen. Kirk Dillard, a 

Hinsdale Republican who 
worked with Kenny during Gov. 
Jim Edgar's administration, 
called the nomination an excel-
lent choice that will help 
Illinois businesses tap into Ire- 
land's burgeoning 
technological industry 

"From his red hair to his 
prim and proper dress and 
demeanor, Jim Kenny will be 
an excellent ambassador to the 
country of his heritage," Dillard 
said. 

Kenny Construction has 
headed some major projects in 
the Chicago area, including the 
renovation of Soldier Field. It 
also worked on the Deep 
Tunnel project. 

Kenny currently serves on 
the Illinois First Task Force, 
which distributes money for 
construction projects 
statewide. 

He also is a member of the 
Economic Club of Chicago and 
sits on the boards of the 
Chicagoland Chamber of Com-
merce, Bradley University, his 
alma mater, Children's Memor-
ial Hospital and the Illinois 
Business Roundtable. 

He was a member of the 
authority that oversaw expan-
sion at Navy Pier and 
McCormick Place. 
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employee Scott Jorgensen. 

Insurers said the severity of 
the hail storm might be second 
only to the Lake Zurich area 
storm in 2000. That damage 
totaled more than $100 million. 

State Farm Insurance and All-
state were among insurance 
companies sending catastrophe 
teams this week to process 
claims. 

"On the automobile side the 
early estimates call for 8,000 
claims at a total of $16 million," 
State Farm spokesman Joe 
Johnson said. Claims for home-
owners and a handful of small 
businesses could reach the 
7,000 level for a total of $20.4 
million. 

The National Association of 
Independent Insurers estimates 
that State Farm has about a 30 
percent share of the insurance 
market. So, similar damage pro-
jections from other insurers 
could hike the cost of the storm 
above $90 million. 

"Clearly this is a multimillion- 
dollar situation," said Joseph 
Annotti, spokesman for the 
national insurers association. 
"All claims aren't in yet, but to be 
categorized as a disaster or cata-
strophic loss, insured damage 
has to reach $25 million." 

Allstate had processed about 
2,000 Illinois claims as of Tues-
day for the weekend storms. 

"We won't be able to assess  

the full damage of this storm for 
awhile," Allstate spokesman 
Mike Siemienas said. "We'll get 
to (customers) as soon as possi-
ble, but we have people who 
have homes that are literally 
uninhabitable." 

Dan Vojacek of US Restora-
tions based in Mount Prospect, 
said his surveys of the area have 
revealed individual roof damage 
alone up to $12,000. 

Local families are keeping 
their fingers crossed that insur-
ance will pay for their losses. 

"If you need a new roof, 
you're talking $5,000," Patricia 
Steilen of Wheeling said. "A lot 
of us are wondering if it's 
enough damage to cover our 
deductible, and that's why we're 
calling our insurance." 

Insurance adjusters were par-
ticularly busy Tuesday at 
unprotected areas such as 
Wheeling's Bill Stasek Chevrolet, 
where every car in the lot sus-
tained damage, officials there 
said. 

In Buffalo Grove, 36 police 
vehicles were pelted by hail. 

"It was those cars parked 
unused in our parking lot, as 
well as cars that were on patrol," 
police Commander Mike Soucy 
said. 

Wheeling must repair 53 
municipal vehicles that suffered 
heavy damage and fix some 
rooftop heating units. The 
money will come from village 
insurance and a liability insur- 

MARK BLACK/DAILY HERALD 

Mary %talon assesses the dam-
age after hail shot holes 
through the corrugated plastic 
roof of her deck. 

ance fund, not taxpayers, offi-
cials said. 

Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan issued a warning Tues-
day, telling residents to guard 
against scam artists preying on 
people who suffer from storm 
damage. 

All contractors should furnish 
written contracts, and residents 
should not pay cash, Madigan 
said in a statement. 

Stormy weather continued 
Tuesday. Flights at O'Hare Inter-
national Airport were delayed 
throughout the day, said 
Monique Bond, spokeswoman 
for Chicago's aviation depart-
ment. 

• Daily Herald staff writer Matt 
Arado contributed to this report. 
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BY AMES BOYKIN 
AND JOHN PATTERSON 
Datly Herald staff writers 

JWIv gi-A 003 
Presiaent George W. Bush 

Ihesday said he will nominate a 
prominent Wheeling construc-
tion executive with Irish roots 
as the next U.S. ambassador to 
Ireland. 

James C. Kenny, vice presi-
dent and owner of 
family-owned Kenny Construc-
tion Co., will need the 
confirmation of the U.S. Senate 
to take the post, which has 
been vacant since December. 

Kenny also is president of 
Kenny Management Services, 
but he is perhaps best known 
locally for his and his com-
pany's work in 1992 repairing 
the tunnel break that caused 
what became known as the 
Great Chicago Flood. 

While Kenny would not com-
ment pending the Senate 
confirmation, a spokeswoman 
at the construction firm said he 
was "honored and humbled." 

Kenny is a top Republican 
fund-raiser and worked as 
Bush's finance chairman in Illi-
nois in 2000. 

He has helped raise funds for 
several Republican governor 
candidates in recent years and  

was a delegate 
to the 2000 
Republican 
National Con-
vention. 

Since 1994, 
Kenny has 
donated more 
than $250,000 
mostly to 
Republican 

campaigns, and to some 
prominent Democrats in state 
and local politics such as 
Chicago Mayor Richard M. 
Daley, state campaign finance 
records show. 

He also served as a member 
of a transportation advisory 
committee for Bush when he 
took office. Last year, Kenny 
was part of a delegation at the 
inauguration of the president 
of Nicaragua. 

"Given his experience in 
business, politics, and civic 
affairs, Jim Kenny certainly has 
developed the diplomatic skills 
necessary to serve as an 
ambassador," said John 
McGovern, spokesman for U.S. 
House Speaker J. Dennis 
Hastert, a Yorkville Republican. 
"It's an exciting appointment 
for Illinois because so many 
residents share Irish roots." 

State Sen. Kirk Dillard, a  

Hinsdale Republican who 
worked with Kenny during Gov. 
Jim Edgar's administration, 
called the nomination an excel-
lent choice that will help 
Illinois businesses tap into Ire- 
land's burgeoning 
technological industry. 

"From his red hair to his 
prim and proper dress and 
demeanor, Jim Kenny will be 
an excellent ambassador to the 
country of his heritage," Dillard 
said. 

Kenny Construction has 
headed some major projects in 
the Chicago area, including the 
renovation of Soldier Field. It 
also worked on the Deep 
Tunnel project. 

Kenny currently serves on 
the Illinois First Task Force, 
which distributes money for 
construction projects 
statewide. 

He also is a member of the 
Economic Club of Chicago and 
sits on the boards of the 
Chicagoland Chamber of Com-
merce, Bradley University, his 
alma mater, Children's Memor-
ial Hospital and the Illinois 
Business Roundtable. 

He was a member of the 
authority that oversaw expan-
sion at Navy Pier and 
McCormick Place. 
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Will the Greenway bike path ever be built? 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Nova Staff Writer 7.  p it, 3  

Some Wheeling trustees don't 
care who's to blame for the prob-
lems that have prevented the 
bike path between Wheeling and 
Buffalo Grove from getting built. 

Some do, but they agree the 
delay has been a disappointment. 

"I find it somewhat embar-
rassing in the llth hour that we 
seem to be dropping the ball on 

this project," Trustee Robert 
Heer said. 

Wheeling, which took the lead 
on a 10-year partnership with Buf-
falo Grove to build the Regional 
Greenway Corridor Bike Path, is 
awaiting exact numbers on cost 
and the likely project timeline, 
before trustees decide whether to 
continue or abandon the project 

Wheeling is considering creat-
ing a pathway loop by 
expanding its own sidewalk 

system instead. Buffalo Grove 
opposes that option. 

"I just want to know who was 
responsible," Heer said of the 
Greenway delay. 

"Why did someone not go to 
the county when they were 
rebuilding Lake-Cook Road and 
say, 'This is the proposed bike 
path. Keep this clear?' " 

Six municipal and civic organi-
zations in Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove agreed in 1993 to secure 

about $750,000 in federal funds 
to build the $1 million Greenway 
path. However, county and state 
road construction along the 
intended route over the past 10 
years means Wheeling and Buf-
falo Grove could have to pay 
$120,000 to $150,000 more to 
update the design. 

Wheeling staff told trustees 
that the village's previous leader-
ship didn't monitor the project. 

Meanwhile, Wheeling Trustee 

Dean Argiris said it's less impor-
tant to lay blame than it is to 
find ways to move forward. 

But unanswered questions still 
surround the project, trustees said. 

"If there's $200,000 in extra 
costs here, I think that has to be 
shared, not only by the village of 
Wheeling, but the village of Buf-
falo Grove and the other park 
district," liustee Trevor Lehmann 
said. "(But) they may not have 
the money in their budget." 

• BY CAS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 7 ._ /4 ._ 03 

Wheeling resolved the contro-
versy over its trend-setting 
sprinkler ordinance this week 
by relaxing some of its require-
ments. 

The move comes even as 
Mount Prospect institutes its 
own new law requiring indoor 
sprinklers for new homes and 
townhouses. 

Wheeling homeowners plan-
ning to add second-story 
additions to single-family 
houses can now do so without 
being required to retrofit their 
entire home with fire sprinklers. 

Picnic shelters, gazebos, 
detached public restrooms and 
other detached buildings that 
meet certain size requirements 
and are within a certain dis-
tance of the main building are 
now exempt from sprinkler laws 
that previously applied to 
almost any commercial struc-
ture. 

MI
However, Fire Chief Keith 

MacIsaac insists that Wheeling 
still leads the Northwest sub- 

BY VERONICA GONZALEZ 

_DaAy_e____raldStaff Writer 

A Waste Management 
garbage truck struck power lines 
and knocked over a traffic pole, 
cutting off cable utilities in 
Wheeling Friday, police said. 

The incident occurred about 
noon at the intersection of 
Dundee Road and St. Armand 
Lane, which turns into Schoen-
beck Road. A garbage truck's 
bucket suddenly lifted and 
snapped power lines running 
along Dundee Road as it pulled 
out of St. Armand. 

"It heinously tore down every 
utility wire overhead," said 
Wheeling police Sgt. Jerry 
Hermes. "(The driver) heard this 
horrendous noise." 

Wheeling police ticketed the 
driver of the truck, Hilario 
Caspeta-Rosas, 49, for driving a 
vehicle taller than 13 feet, 6 
inches, the maximum height 
permitted by the state, said Her-
mes. Hermes did not know 
where Caspeta-Rosas lives. 

The downed wires briefly 
trapped the driver in the truck, 
he said. 

Police shut down all four 
lanes of Dundee from Elmhurst 
Road to Buffalo Grove Road for 
four hours while workers 
repaired the damaged cable TV  

urbs in having one of the 
strictest sprinkler codes. 

"We've maintained the high-
est degree of fire safety in the 
village," MacIsaac said. "The 
intent of the code is still main-
tained, but it does it without 
stifling the smaller additions to 
some of the smaller houses." 

Under the revised code, 
homes must be retrofitted with 
indoor sprinklers if they add 110 
percent or more of floor space. 
The previous Wheeling standard 
was 100 percent. 

Renovations of larger homes 
that include additions to 
garages and deck space, aside 
from adding a second story, 
might still require the retro-
fitting of sprinklers. 

In Mount Prospect, no exist-
ing homes have to be retrofit 
with sprinklers, even if they're 
renovated. 

Wheeling made changes to its 
3-year-old sprinkler law after a 
debate in February, when some 
trustees complained the code 
infringed on civil liberties. 

"ft is nice to see that we are 
reworking this ordinance to 

womisasoft,._  

bring it to realistic language and 
make it more logical," said 
Trustee Patrick Horcher, who 
thought Wheeling's ordinance 
was too costly to businesses and 
homeowners. 

"I do not feel it is enough, but 
I think it's a step in the right 
direction," Horcher said. 

MacIsaac said Wheeling has 
reached a compromise that will 
keep residents and firefighters 
safe, while also removing a 
block to upgrading Wheeling's 
housing stock, which trustees 
promote. 

"We are still the trend-setter," 
MacIsaac said. "There are still 
other communities following 
our lead, most recently Mount 
Prospect." 

Barrington, Long Grove, Glen 
Ellyn and Hoffman Estates are 
among the other suburbs that 
have adopted sprinkler laws. 

Hoffman Estates also has one 
of the stricter home sprinkler 
codes, also requiring retrofitting 
for some renovated and all new 
homes. But for commercial 
buildings, it's limited to those 
larger than 1,000 square feet. 

Wheeling 
tax break 
tantalizes 
MC Steel 
BY CASS CLIATT" 

/  Daily Herald Staff Writer 
03 

Wheeling paved the way for a 
manufacturing company to 
move into the village — and out 
of the path of proposed O'Hare 
expansion — by offering tax 
help. 

MC Steel of Des Plaines 
received approval this week to 
relocate to 4.36 acres on the 
southwest corner of Northgate 
Parkway and Allendale Drive in 
Wheeling. 

At the same time, Wheeling 
trustees agreed to a special 
Cook County business prop-
erty-tax classification for the 
new building site. 

The tax classification exemp-
tion allows MC Steel to pay 
taxes at 16 percent of assessed 
property value instead of the 
normal 38 percent for proper-
ties classified as industrial in 
Cook County 

"That may seem like a bad 
idea to some of the other taxing 
bodies," Wheeling Trustee 
Patrick Horcher said. "But that 
property is currently generating 
about $23,000 in property taxes, 
and after that building goes in 
there, that property should gen-
erate more than $98,000." 

When applying for the tax 
help, officials at MC Steel told 
Wheeling leaders the company 
was considering two other sites, 
in Lake County and Wisconsin. 

Both areas assess lower 
property taxes than Cook 
County. MC Steel was looking 
for the best deal for its required 
move out of the path of a pro-
posed $6.6 billion O'Hare 
International Airport expan-
sion, which would add new 
runways. 

Wheeling's Economic Devel-
opment Director William 
Whitmer said he expects 
strong competition between 
towns for the businesses that 
must move to make way for 
O'Hare expansion. 

By granting the tax-class 
exemption, Wheeling hopes to 
benefit from more taxes gener-
ated by a $3.5 million facility 
that plans to add employees in 
the next 10 years. 

MC Steel buys steel coils and 
then cuts them for use by fur-
niture, refrigerator and 
vending-machine manufactur-
ers. 

Truck 
downs 
power 
lines , 

\Ilk! SEELING/DAII fl R \ I I) 

A Comcast cableworker clears downed cable lines from the Waste 
Management truck involved in the accident at the intersection of 
Dundee Road and St. Armand Lane in Wheeling. 
and electric lines, he said. 

After 4 p.m., police opened up 
the road's two eastbound lanes 
so traffic could travel in both 
directions. 

About 2,000 ComEd cus-
tomers lost power for about an 
hour and half Friday, said 
spokesman Trent Eager. 

By late Friday, hundreds of 

Comcast customers were still 
missing cable TV, phone and 
high-speed Internet service. 

About 2,100 customers had no 
cable TV, roughly 318 were with-
out high-speed Internet service 
and 600 had no phone service, 
said Pat Andrews-Keenan, 
another spokeswoman for Com-
cast. 

     

     

Wheeling opts to ease its sprinkler laws 



each toward the cost of the project 
The Wheeling Village Board first dis-

cussed a possible mute change last 
month. Trustees said last week they 
need more information about the cost 
and the benefits of changing the route 
before they formally commit to building 
the path. 

mustees proposed two possible alter-
nate mutes - one crossing Lake-Cook 
Road at the intersection of Northgate 
Parkway leading cyclists to Dundee 
Road; and the other following Lexing-
ton Drive to McHenry Road, crossing 
Dundee and ending at the Metra station. 
The new mutes may have to replace an 
original route taking bicyclists under 
the Lake-Cook bridge and along the 

Commonwealth Edison easement to the 
Metra station. 

The possible change is the result of 
the Cook County Highway Department 
not taking the future construction of the 
path into account when it expanded the 
bridge last year Additional work that 
will now be needed to make way for the 
path under the bridge is expected to add 
$120,000 to $150,000 to the $1 million 
project 

"We're in a situation where we need 
to find a solution," Trustee Trevor 
Lehmann said. "I'm not in favor of going 
under the bridge at this point, but I want 
to get all the facts and figures before 
making a decision." 

Rotary desires 
The original plan also called for the 

path to cut through Denoyer Park, 
where Rotarians built a memorial to Bill 
Simpson, who was a Wheeling Rotarian 
and who played an instrumental role in 
creating the Buffalo Grove Rotary Cub. 

Rotarians said they did not want to 
see the path circumvent the memorial, 
and they expressed disappointment in 
not being given the chance to look at the 
alternate mutes earlier. 

"We're looking for more informa-
tion," said Erica Young, a member of the 
Wheeling Rotary Club. "It was supposed 
to go through Denoyer Park, and now it 
won't" 

(Continued on_page 15) 
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Shared bike path plan hili-a-blimp 

Trustee: It s  

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Construction of a new Lake-Cook 
Road bridge along the Buffalo Grove 
and Wheeling border may be an im-
provement for motorists, but it has 
thrown plans for a proposed bike path 
off-course. 

The path, which is to connect the two 
villages, has been in the planning stages 
for a decade. But construction of the 
new bridge leaves little room for the 
bike path to run underneath it Mem-
bers of the Buffalo Grove and Wheeling 
Rotary clubs want to make sure that any 
change in the route maintains the safety 
of bicyclists and also honors a longtime 
Rotarian. The clubs have pledged $6,500_ 

Lehmann said a spur could 
be built to go through Denoyer 
Park in the future, even if the 
alternate routes are bu It. 

"A bike path doesn" have to 
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BY CASEY MOFFITT 

pieces of property on north Milwaukee Avenue 
The village of Ineeling wants to buy four 

d /7, ),L.:,)0_:3 
STAFF WRITER 

to ensure what officials think will be a quality de-
velopment on the village's northern border. 

Village Manager Wallace Douthwaite said the 
Village Board directed staff to acquire all four 
parcels in order to create one uniform develop-
ment. The four pieces of property include the 
Wedgewood Riding Center, the AAA Auto Sales 
lot and two pieces of property owned by Tantillo 
Homes sandwiched between Wedgewood and 
AAA. 

"It's a substantial parcel, and we want to do 
something nice with it," Douthwaite said. 

Douthwaite said the village sent purchase of-
fers to Tantillo and AAA Auto Sales. He would 
not say what the village is offering to pay, citing 
the sensitive nature of negotiations. 

The village is waiting for an appraisal for the 
stables before making an offer, Douthwaite said. 
Village attorneys are handling all negotiations 
for those properties. 

Tantillo Homes has been working on a pro-
posal to build a condominium complex on two 
lots it owns for about 20 months now Tantillo 

- - 
H1 ; to see on that propel ty 

here comes ;1 point and 
where I've got to say, 

• f.1 ,,' " Commissioner Stuart. 
;1 biro aid.. • ' 

'nustees the,  past said 
I hey want to see Tantillo's prop-
-rty developed contiguously 
, vil h the Wedgewood Biding 
f ,n; \\inch Tantillo's 

(1 to the Howovor,  

hopes to build on a vacant lot and the former 
Wonder Bread site to the south. 

William Hein, a consultant working with Tan-
tillo, said the developer has little interest in sell-
ing the land at this time. 

'We received a letter from the Village Board 
asking us to sell the property to them," he said. 
'We have a meeting scheduled with the village 
manager to start talking.... We're willing to work 
with staff, the Plan Commission and the Village 
Board. One way or another, we are going ahead 
with this project." 

Hein appeared before the Plan Commission 
July 10 seeking another extension for a public 
hearing on the Tantillo property because of the 
village's offer. His request frustrated plan com-
missioners. 

"I think we need more direction from the Vil-
lage Board," said Pam Dorband, Plan Commis-
sion chairwoman. 

"I feel like we're out of the loop. It would have 
been nice to see that letter from the Village 
Board (to Tantillo)." 

Plan commissioners said they have a difficult 
time remembering what they reviewed with Tan-
tillo the last time both parties met in February, 
and they are not sure what the Village Board 

(Continued on page 10) 
I lein blamed the village for 

delaying any action on the proj-
ect. 

"It's the village that's hold-
ing the project back," he said. 
"We're just asking for a little 
leeway" 

Commissioners agreed to 
give Tantillo one more continu-
ation, which is scheduled for 
Sept. 25. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

A Wheeling trustee said people who 
have paid ambulance fees out of their 
own pocket should be reimbursed. 

Trustee Dean Argiris said he would 
like to give back the $30,566 residents 
have paid for ambulance service since 
the village began collecting the fees in 
June 2002. 

"What a screw-up," Argiris said. "It 
was not designed to get a dime from the 
residents. How can we take that money? 
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ride. Insurance companies paid an aver-
age of $252 per ride; Medicare paid $217 
per ride. 

Ambulance fees range between $315 
and $550, depending on the level of serv- 
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Village targets land 
on Milwaukee Avenue 

Mark Smith, of Smith Family 
Construction, has a contract 
pending to purchase the riding 
center that won't be executed 
for about another year. 

The Village Board ordered 
Tantillo and Smith to work to-
gether, but Tantillo has no in-
terest in waiting for Smit h's 
contract to be executed before 
building on its property 
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ride. Insurance companies paid an aver-
age of $252 per ride; Medicare paid $217 
per ride. 

Ambulance fees range between $315 
and $550, depending on the level of serv- 

ice needed. 
Mondschain said patients will still re- 

ceive bills from Paramedic Billing Ser- 
vice. 

The first bill asks patients for health 

insurance information, which Mond-
schain said should be filled out and sent 
back. If a balance remains, Mondschain 
suggests patients pay that off for now to 
avoid blemishes on their credit record. 

"Until something chant 
continue to pay," he said. ' 
jority — I'd say about 80 po 
insurance company or M 
supplemental insurance wi 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 
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The village of eelmg wants to buy four 
pieces of property on north Milwaukee Avenue 
to ensure what officials think will be a quality de-
velopment on the village's northern border. 

Village Manager Wallace Douthwaite said the 
Village Board directed staff to acquire all four 
parcels in order to create one uniform develop-
ment. The four pieces of property include the 
Wedgewood Riding Center, the AAA Auto Sales 
lot and two pieces of property owned by Tantillo 
Homes sandwiched between Wedgewood and 
AAA. 

"It's a substantial parcel, and we want to do 
something nice with it," Douthwaite said. 

Douthwaite said the village sent purchase of-
fers to Tantillo and AAA Auto Sales. He would 
not say what the village is offering to pay, citing 
the sensitive nature of negotiations. 

The village is waiting for an appraisal for the 
stables before making an offer, Douthwaite said. 
Village attorneys are handling all negotiations 
for those properties. 

Tantillo Homes has been working on a pro-
posal to build a condominium complex on two 
lots it owns for about 20 months now. Tantillo 

hopes to build on a vacant lot and the former 
Wonder Bread site to the south. 

William Hein, a consultant working with Tan-
tillo, said the developer has little interest in sell-
ing the land at this time. 

"We received a letter from the Village  Board 
asking us to sell the property to them," he said. 
"We have a meeting scheduled with the village 
manager to start talking.... We're willing to work 
with staff, the Plan Commission and the Village 
Board. One way or another, we are going ahead 
with this project." 

Hein appeared before the Plan Commission 
July 10 seeking another extension for a public 
hearing on the Tantillo property because of the 
village's offer. His request frustrated plan com-
missioners. 

"I think we need more direction from the Vil-
lage Board," said Pam Dorband, Plan Commis-
sion chairwoman. 

"I feel like we're out of the loop. It would have 
been nice to see that letter from the Village 
Board (to Tantillo)." 

Plan commissioners said they have a difficult 
time remembering what they reviewed with Tan-
tillo the last time both parties met in February, 
and they are not sure what the Village Board 

(Continued on page 10) 

Village targets land 
on Milwaukee Avenue 

to see on that property 
There comes a point and 

j, where I've got to say, 
" Commissioner Stuart 

;) , • ,!qro raid. : • 
I\ the oast said 

it ey want to see' Tantillo's prop-
,!rty developed, contiguously 
;vit h the ihredgeWoo& Riding 
Ccto.rm-, which -abuts Thntillo's 
p.:1 arty to tht north  However, 

Mark Smith, of Smith Family  
Construction, has a contract 
pending to purchase the riding 
center that won't be executed 
for about another year. 

The Village Board ordered 
'Thntillo and Smith to work to-
gether, but Tantillo has no in-
terest in waiting for Smith's 
contract to be executed before 
building on its property. 

Hein blamed the village for 
delaying any action on the proj-
ect. 

"It's the village that's hold-
ing the project back," he said. 
"We're just asking for a little 
leeway." 

Commissioners agreed to 
give Tantillo one more continu-
ation, which is scheduled for 
Sept. 25. 
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BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRIER 

A Wheeling trustee said people who 
have paid ambulance fees out of their 
own pocket should be reimbursed. 

Trustee Dean Argiris said he would 
like to give back the $30,566 residents 
have paid for ambulance service since 
the village began collecting the fees in 
June 2002. 

"What a screw-up," Argiris said. "It 
was not designed to get a dime from the 
residents. How can we take that money? 

It's a moral thing (to give it back)." 
According to figures gathered by Fi-

nance Director Michael Mondschain, 
the village has collected nearly $200,000 
in ambulance fees since June 2002. The 
majority of that money was collected 
from health insurance providers and 
Medicare. 

However, just more than 15 percent 
of the total was paid by residents who 
were not supposed to receive a bill at all 

When the Village Board approved the 
measure to collect ambulance fees, it 
was under the provision that residents 
would not have to pay. 

The village would only collect what it 
could from health insurance providers 
and Medicare. The rest of the bill would 
be waived. 

However, Argiris learned residents 
were receiving — and paying bills —
from Paramedic Billing Service of 
Elmhurst, the billing agency hired for 
the program, and paying them. Argiris 
is angry about that. 

"We're working it out," Argiris said. 
"I'm not going to let it go until it's cor-
rected." 

Mondschain said he is not sure how 
refunds might be distributed if the Vil- 

— - 

lage Board elects to do so. 
"We have to see if we ( 

information we need fro 
service — their names, E 
how much they paid," he 
need to know if we can leg 
back." 

Insurance policies ma 
ductibles for services st 
lance fees, Mondschain sE 
point he is not sure if that 
returned to patients. 

On average, the resit 
ceived a bill paid $79 p 

(Continued on ix 



Trustee: 
BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

A Wheeling trustee said people who 
have paid ambulance fees out of their 
own pocket should be reimbursed. 

Tustee Dean Argiris said he would 
like to give back the $30,566 residents 
have paid for ambulance service since 
the village began collecting the fees in 
June 2002. 

"What a screw-up," Argiris said. "It 
was not designed to get a dime from the 
residents. How can we take that money? 

ride. Insurance companies paid an aver-
age of $252 per ride; Medicare paid $217 
per ride. 

Ambulance fees range between $315 
and $550, depending on the level of serv- 
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BY Case( MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 
7 — f -fre ,-" 

Construction of a new Lake-Cook 
Road bridge along the Buffalo Grove 
and Wheeling border may be an im-
provement for motorists, but it has 
thrown plans for a proposed bike path 
off-course. 

The path, which is to connect the two 
villages, has been in the planning stages 
for a decade. But construction of the 
new bridge leaves little room for the 
bike path to run underneath it. Mem-
bers of the Buffalo Grove and Wheeling 
Rotary clubs want to make sure that any 
change in the route maintains the safety 
of bicyclists and also honors a longtime 
Rotarian. The dubs have pledged $6,500 

Lehmann said a spur could 
be built to go through Denoyer 
Park in the future, even if the 
alternate routes are bu lt. 

"A bike path doesn' 'lave to 
get you from point point 
B," he said. "It can go hrough 
different neighborly - and 
different areas." 

Safety concerns 

Cyclist safety remains a crit-
ical factor in whatever route is 
chosen. The bridge is not well-
lit underneath, and it has been 
tagged with graffiti. More than 
one Wheeling trustee said they 
would be concerned if their 
children rode under that 
bridge. 

Bill Balling, Buffalo Grove 
village manager, said police of-
ficials from both villages were 
aware of the safety issue "from 
the get go" and agreed to pro-
vide police bicycle patrols 
along the path. He also said he 
believed it was safer for bicy-
clists to cross Lake-Cook Road 
underneath the bridge as op-
posed to crossing at an inter-
section. "It's taken an ungodly 

long time to get the grant for 
this project," Balling said. "It's 
time to get the work done." 

The path is a joint effort be-
tween Buffalo Grove and 
Wheeling. The Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation is fund-
ing about 80 percent of the 
project. Guy Kolberg, Wheel-
ing public works director, said 
IDOT will still provide the 
grant money if one or both of 
the alternate routes are pur-
sued instead of the original 
plan. 

Wheeling officials say the al-
ternates might even work out 
better than the original plan. 
The alternates would create a 
loop system and better serve 
village neighborhoods, they 
said. "The bottom line is the 
(original) plan doesn't work 
today," said Trustee Dean Ar-
giris. "We just want the project 
to work better." 

each toward the cost of the project. 
The Wheeling Village Board first dis-

cussed a possible route change last 
month Trustees said last week they 
need more information about the cost 
and the benefits of changing the route 
before they formally commit to building 
the path. 

Thistees proposed two possible alter-
nate routes — one crossing Lake-Cook 
Road at the intersection of Northgate 
Parkway leading cyclists to Dundee 
Road; and the other following Lexing-
ton Drive to McHenry Road, crossing 
Dundee and ending at the Metra station. 
The new routes may have to replace an 
original route taking bicyclists under 
the Lake-Cook bridge and along  the  

Commonwealth Edison easement to 
Metra station. 

The possible change is the resul 
the Cook County Highway Departrn 
not taking the future construction of 
path into account when it expanded 
bridge last year Additional work 1 
will now be needed to make way for 
path under the bridge is expected to 
$120,000 to $150,000 to the $1 mil 
project. 

'We're in a situation where we ri 
to find a solution," Trustee Tr( 
Lehmann said. "rm not in favor of g( 

under the bridge at this point, but I v 
to get all the facts and figures be 
making a decision."  
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It's a moral thing (to give it hE 
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The village of Wheeling wants to buy four tillo, 

pieces of property on north Milwaukee Avenue ing t 
to ensure what officials think will be a quality de- "11  
velopment on the village's northern border. askir 

Village Manager Wallace Douthwaite said the "We 
Village Board directed staff to acquire all four man; 
parcels in order to create one uniform develop- with 
ment. The four pieces of property include the Boar 
Wedgewood Riding Center, the AAA Auto Sales with 
lot and two pieces of property owned by Tantillo H( 
Homes sandwiched between Wedgewood and July 
AAA. heari 

"It's a substantial parcel, and we want to do villag 
something nice with it," Douthwaite said. missi 

Douthwaite said the village sent purchase of- "I 
fern to Tantillo and AAA Auto Sales. He would lage 
not say what the village is offering to pay, citing sion 
the sensitive nature of negotiations. "I 

The village is waiting for an appraisal for the been 
stables before making an offer, Douthwaite said. Boar( 
Village attorneys are handling all negotiations Ph 
for those properties. time 

Tantillo Homes has been working on a pro- till° t 
posal to build a condominium complex on two and t 
lots it owns for about 20 months now. Tantillo 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's population might 
make prospects for creating a 
town center ripe, but the village's 
flooding issues are still rotten. 

A team of consultants helping 
Wheeling come up with a plan 
for developing the area around 
its Metra train station has 
researched demographics and 
land issues as a first step. 

2002 crime rates 
Crime statistics for 2002 compiled by the Illinois State Police were recently 
released. The chart below compares northwest suburban communities in 
terms of total crime index, which includes the sum of the major crimes of 
murder, criminal sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault battery, 
burglary, theft, motor vehicle arson. 

Index 
crimes 

total (2002) 
Population 

(2000 census) 

Index crimes 
rate per 
1,000 

Annual 
change 
in index 
crimes 

Arlington Heights 1,542 76,031 20.3 - 14.1% 

Buffalo Grove 563 42,909 13.1 - 10.8% 

Elk Grove Village 1,171 34,727 33.7 -9.9% 

Hoffman Estates 1,136 49,495 23.0 + 0.4% 

Inverness 43 6,749 6.4 - 20.4% 

Mount Prospect 1,485 56,265 26.4 - 5.9% 

Palatine 1,665 65,479 25.4 +1.0% 

Prospect Heights 314 17,081 18.4 - 16.9% 

Rolling Meadows 842 24,604 34.2 + 12.6% 

Schaumburg 3,469 75,386 46.0 -6.1% 

Wheeling 804 34,496 23.3 + 5.1% 

Source: Illinois State Police 

increase of 6.8 percent. 
"We're concerned that the 

increase, which is not that big, 
is the first time it's been up in I 
don't know how many years," 
Hermes said. 

Hermes said although thefts 
and burglaries increased, he 
was pleased to see violent 
crimes decrease in 2002. 

"We are mainly concerned 
about violent crime - the 
armed robberies and sexual as- 

Pioneer Press I dre 

saults," he said. 
Robberies decreased to five 

incidents from seven, and two 
cases of sexual assault were re-
ported in 2002, compared to 
seven in 2001. Aggravated as-
sault and battery increased by 
one incident. There were 23 re-
ported in 2001 and 24 in 2002. 
One murder occurred in 2002, 
the same number as in 2001. 

Crime rose in 2002 Wheeling 
native fills BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling's crime rate in-
creased by 5.1 percent from 
2001 to 2002, while the 
statewide and suburban Cook 
County rates decreased by 1.5 
percent, according to statistics 
recently released by the Illinois 
State Police. 

According to the State Police 
report issued June 22, Wheel-
ing reported 804 incidents of 
major crime such as murder, 
sexual assault, robbery, assault 
and battery, burglary, theft, 
auto theft and arson in 2002, 
compared to 765 incidents in 
2001., 

Deputy Police Chief Michael 
Hermes said most of the in-
crease in crime can be attrib-
uted to the increased number 
of auto break-ins, which are in-
cluded in the burglary category. 
Wheeling saw 104 burglaries in 
2002, compared to 90 in 2001, an 
increase of 15.6 percent. 

"Most burglaries to autos, es-
pecially if they get them in an 
apartment complex, (occur 
when) they are going from one 
car to another," Hermes said. 
"They'll hit several cars." 

Hermes said construction 
sites are another popular target 
for burglars. Very few burgla-
ries were reported in homes, 
condominiums or apartments, 
he said. 

Theft also increased. In 
2001, 599 thefts were reported, 
compared to 640 in 2002 - an 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling thinks Buffalo 
Grove's proposal to create a 
regional marketing campaign 
stops short of its goal of breaking 
down town barriers. 

Wheeling trustees fear it 
would amount instead to a loss 
of community identity if the vil-
lage participated. 

So this week, Wheeling 
became the second town to say 
no to Buffalo Grove's proposal to 
unite six commercial corridors 
bearing the "Greater Buffalo 
Grove" moniker on Buffalo 
Grove's Web site and publica-
tions. 

Under the proposal, Wheel-
ing, Arlington Heights, 
Riverwoods, Long Grove and 
Lincolnshire would add similar 
"greater" town area labels to 
their own maps and Web sites. 

The proposal also included 
banners and color-coded brand-
ing of such areas as Milwaukee 
Avenue. 

"What we propose to do is 
_break  down those jurisdictional 

boundaries that divide our com-
munities, for marketing 
purposes only," Buffalo Grove's 
Assistant Village Manager Ghida 
Neukirch told the Wheeling 
board. 

However, Wheeling decided 
against the plan Monday, and 
Lincolnshire unanimously voted 
against it in June. 

Most Wheeling trustees said 
the village should pursue its own 
marketing efforts instead of 
allowing other towns to put their 
names on such prized Wheeling 
assets as Restaurant Row. 

"If you're truly talking about 
no borders, why wouldn't you 
call it the Greater Northwest 
area," Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said of assigning town names. 

"You're saying you would call 
this 'Greater Buffalo Grove' and 
we would call it 'Greater Wheel-
ing.' ... You're taking down 
borders and you're putting them 
back up," he said. 

Neukirch said she under-
stands community pride but 
insisted the joint marketing 
would help inform residents and 
businesses moving into the area  

&UM, 

of 10-2 at Jay Jones baseball fit 
in Buffalo Grove. Reds tea 
members from District 102 
Eli Greenspon, second gra( 
Pritchett; Zachary Novosels 
second grade, Tripp; Dan 
Besser, third grade, Pritche 
Matthew Allen, Evan Kritz a 
Amaran Sandhu, third gra( 
Tripp. Joey Weber coached t 
team that had an overall seas 
record of 22-1. 

%gouts: Suburban Travel Ba: 
ball tryouts will be Aug. 16 a 
23 for 10-and-under and 1 
and-under teams that will p] 
out of the Rolling Meado' 

of what's nearby. 
Wheeling has its Sam's Club, 

Wal-Mart and Target, for 
instance, while Buffalo Grove 
has the Town Center and Jewel 
Food Store. 

"What really bothers me, 
because you know what's going 
to happen, is it's going to 
become the Greater Buffalo 
Grove Restaurant Row," said 
Wheeling Trustee Dean Argiris. 
"Or, worse yet, The Row" 

A joint marketing effort with 
the Prospect Heights Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau has 
already resulted in the mis-
nomer of "the Prospect Heights 
Restaurant Row on Milwaukee 
Avenue" in one Chicago maga-
zine, Argiris said. 

Still, Wheeling trustees liked 
Buffalo Grove's idea of incorpo-
rating banners into a marketing 
campaign. The village hired its 
own public relations coordina-
tor in March. Wheeling can 
pursue the banner concept as 
part of the $400,000 of taxpay-
ers' money Wheeling already 
spends on marketing each year, 
trustees said.  

Plan: Study 
will help 
guide town 
center ideas 
Continued from Page 1 

opment in the proposed 145-
.acre redevelopment area. 

"I understand the flood way 
and the flood plain are a moving 
target," said Stephen Friedman 
of S.B. Friedman. "But there's a 
flood study under way that will 
fill in some gaps in information 
at a later date. ... It could add 
some costs, but we're looking at 
ideas." 

Bill Stasek Chevrolet, north of 
Dundee Road, and Wickes Fur-
niture, south of Dundee Road, 
are among sites with the great-
est redevelopment potential. 

"Bill Stasek has said he is 
open to moving if he could find 
a site within Wheeling," said 
land-use consultant John Lam-
otte of The Lakota Group. 

The consultants will hold 
another community workshop 
Sept. 23 to invite comments on 
development proposals. 

Wheeling rejects joint marketing idea 



2002 crime rates 
Crime statistics for 2002 compiled by the Illinois State Police were recently 
released. The chart below compares northwest suburban communities in 
terms of total crime index, which includes the sum of the major crimes of 
murder, criminal sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault battery, 
burglary, theft, motor vehicle arson. 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's population might 
make prospects for creating a 
town center ripe, but the village's 
flooding issues are still rotten. 

A team of consultants helping 
Wheeling come up with a plan 
for developing the area around 
its Metra train station has 
researched demographics and 
land issues as a first step. 

Crime rose in 2002 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling's crime rate in-
creased by 5.1 percent from 
2001 to 2002, while the 
statewide and suburban Cook 
County rates decreased by 1.5 
percent, according to statistics 
recently released by the Illinois 
State Police. 

According to the State Police 
report issued June 22, Wheel-
ing reported 804 incidents of 
major crime such as murder, 
sexual assault, robbery, assault 
and battery, burglary, theft, 
auto theft and arson in 2002, 
compared to 765 incidents in 
2001., 

Deputy Police Chief Michael 
Hermes said most of the in-
crease in crime can be attrib-
uted to the increased number 
of auto break-ins, which are in-
cluded in the burglary category. 
Wheeling saw 104 burglaries in 
2002, compared to 90 in 2001, an 
increase of 15.6 percent. 

"Most burglaries to autos, es-
pecially if they get them in an 
apartment complex, (occur 
when) they are going from one 
car to another," Hermes said. 
"They'll hit several cars." 

Hermes said construction 
sites are another popular target 
for burglars. Very few burgla-
ries were reported in homes, 
condominiums or apartments, 
he said. 

Theft also increased. In 
2001, 599 thefts were reported, 
compared to 640 in 2002 - an 

Index 
(Tine 

total (2002) 
Population 

(2000 census) 

Index crimes 
rate per 
1,000 

Annual 
change 
in index 
crimes 

Arlington Heights 1,542 76,031 20.3 - 14.1% 

Buffalo Grove 563 42,909 13.1 - 10.8% 

Elk Grove Village 1,171 34,727 33.7 - 9.9% 

Hoffman Estates 1,136 49,495 23.0 + 0.4% 

Inverness 43 6,749 6.4 - 20.4% 

Mount Prospect 1,485 56,265 26.4 - 5.9% 

Palatine 1,665 65,479 25.4 +1.0% 

Prospect Heights 314 17,081 18.4 - 16.9% 

Rolling Meadows 842 24,604 34.2 + 12.6% 

Schaumburg 3,469 75,386 46.0 -6.1% 

Wheeling 804 34,496 23.3 + 5.1% 

Source: Illinois State Police 

increase of 6.8 percent. 
"We're concerned that the 

increase, which is not that big, 
is the first time it's been up in I 
don't know how many years," 
Hermes said. 

Hermes said although thefts 
and burglaries increased, he 
was pleased to see violent 
crimes decrease in 2002. 

'We are mainly concerned 
about violent crime - the 
armed robberies and sexual as- 

Pioneer Press / chc 

saults," he said 
Robberies decreased to five 

incidents from seven, and two 
cases of sexual assault were re-
ported in 2002, compared to 
seven in 2001. Aggravated as-
sault and battery increased by 
one incident. There were 23 re-
ported in 2001 and 24 in 2002. 
One murder occurred in 2002, 
the same number as in 2001. 

5C/111., 1.1 

of 10-2 at Jay Jones baseball B 
in Buffalo Grove. Reds teE 
members from District 102 
Eli Greenspon, second gra( 
Pritchett; Zachary Novosels 
second grade, Tripp; Dan 
Besser, third grade, PritchE 
Matthew Allen, Evan Kritz a 
Amaran Sandhu, third gra( 
Tripp. Joey Weber coached t 
team that had an overall seas 
record of 22-1. 

Tryouts: Suburban Travel Ba; 
ball tryouts will be Aug. 16 a 
23 for 10-and-under and 1 
and-under teams that will p1 
out of the Rolling Meado' 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling thinks Buffalo 
Grove's proposal to create a 
regional marketing campaign 
stops short of its goal of breaking 
down town barriers. 

Wheeling trustees fear it 
would amount instead to a loss 
of community identity if the vil-
lage participated. 

So this week, Wheeling 
became the second town to say 
no to Buffalo Grove's proposal to 
unite six commercial corridors 
bearing the "Greater Buffalo 
Grove" moniker on Buffalo 
Grove's Web site and publica-
tions. 

Under the proposal, Wheel-
ing, Arlington Heights, 
Riverwoods, Long Grove and 
Lincolnshire would add similar 
"greater" town area labels to 
their own maps and Web sites. 

The proposal also included 
banners and color-coded brand-
ing of such areas as Milwaukee 
Avenue. 

"What we propose to do is 
break down those jurisdictional 

boundaries that divide our com-
munities, for marketing 
purposes only," Buffalo Grove's 
Assistant Village Manager Ghida 
Neukirch told the Wheeling 
board. 

However, Wheeling decided 
against the plan Monday, and 
Lincolnshire unanimously voted 
against it in June. 

Most Wheeling trustees said 
the village should pursue its own 
marketing efforts instead of 
allowing other towns to put their 
names on such prized Wheeling 
assets as Restaurant Row. 

"If you're truly talking about 
no borders, why wouldn't you 
call it the Greater Northwest 
area," Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said of assigning town names. 

"You're saying you would call 
this 'Greater Buffalo Grove' and 
we would call it 'Greater Wheel-
ing.' ... You're taking down 
borders and you're putting them 
back up," he said. 

Neukirch said she under-
stands community pride but 
insisted the joint marketing 
would help inform residents and 
businesses moving into the area 

of what's nearby. 
Wheeling has its Sam's Club, 

Wal-Mart and Target, for 
instance, while Buffalo Grove 
has the Town Center and Jewel 
Food Store. 

"What really bothers me, 
because you know what's going 
to happen, is it's going to 
become the Greater Buffalo 
Grove Restaurant Row," said 
Wheeling Trustee Dean Argiris. 
"Or, worse yet, The Row" 

A joint marketing effort with 
the Prospect Heights Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau has 
already resulted in the mis-
nomer of "the Prospect Heights 
Restaurant Row on Milwaukee 
Avenue" in one Chicago maga-
zine, Argiris said. 

Still, Wheeling trustees liked 
Buffalo Grove's idea of incorpo-
rating banners into a marketing 
campaign. The village hired its 
own public relations coordina-
tor in March. Wheeling can 
pursue the banner concept as 
part of the $400,000 of taxpay-
ers' money Wheeling already 
spends on marketing each year, 
trustees said. 

Wheeling 
native fills 
director 
position 

,)3 
BY NAOMI DILLON 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

No, this is not a mistake. Your 
vision is just fine. 

Carpentersville has hired a 
new finance director - again. 

Less than a month after Kelly 
Kline left to head up the finance 
department for the city of 
McHenry, Carpentersville village 
officials have named her 
replacement. 

David R. Kowal, 42, hails from 
the village of Wheeling, which is 
becoming somewhat of a draw-
ing pool for Carpentersville. 

Village Manager Craig Ander- 
son, who left the Northwest 
Cook County suburb six months 
ago, Monday acknowledged 
relying on old ties to fill the 
vacancy. 

"I got on the phone right 
away," Anderson said. "I knew 
just the person who would be 
interested." 

Kowal now is Wheeling's assis-
tant public works director, part 
of a varied background in 
municipal government that has 
ranged from village manager to 
finance director. 

Such a comprehensive knowl-
edge of what it takes to run a 
town was certainly a big selling 
point with Anderson, who virtu-
ally had full discretionary power 
when it came to hiring the new iy 
finance director. "Besides just • 
knowing him and knowing he's a 
good worker," Anderson 
explained, "(Kowal's) strong suit 
is his expertise in finance and T.w., 
capital projects, two depart- '11 
ments that work a lot together in 
Carpentersville." c, 

Kowal said he was thrilled and -al, 
honored to have received a 
phone call from Anderson. 

"I've been anxious to get back 
into the world of finance," Kowal 
said. "I've never shied away from 
professional challenge and from 
what I understand that's what 
I'm going to get." 

That might be stating it lightly. 
Beyond the virtual revolving 

finance department has become 
door that Carpentersville's oration 

Id add 
- three finance directors have Icing at 
come and gone since 2000 - its 
accounting procedures and of, rt_  
practices have come under fire. e  3s Fur 

In November 2000, an inde- Road, 
pendent auditor said the village's , great-
finances were in a "crisis situa- 
tion," saying more than $3 ialfie is 
million could not be accounted Id 
for in its books. This hasn't said d  
scared Kowal off, who said that 
when he became Northbrook's 
finance director, he inherited a 
situation not entirely dissimilar. 

"We ended up getting a AAA 
bond rating from Moody's and 
winning just about every award 
we could," he said. 
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2002 crime rates 
Crime statistics for 2002 compiled by the Illinois State Police were recently 
released. The chart below compares northwest suburban communities in 
terms of total crime index, which includes the sum of the major crimes of 
murder, criminal sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault battery, 
burglary, theft, motor vehicle arson. 

Index 
crimes 

total (2002) 
Population 

(2000 census) 

Index crimes 
rate per 

1,000 

Annual 
change 
in index 
crimes 

Arlington Heights 1,542 76,031 20.3 - 14.1% 

Buffalo Grove 563 42,909 13.1 - 10.8% 

Elk Grove Village 1,171 34,727 33.7 - 9.9% 

Hoffman Estates 1,136 49,495 23.0 + 0.4% 

Inverness 43 6,749 6.4 - 20.4% 

Mount Prospect 1,485 56,265 26.4 - 5.9% 

Palatine 1,665 65,479 25.4 +1.0% 

Prospect Heights 314 17,081 18.4 -16.9% 

Rolling Meadows 842 24,604 34.2 + 12.6% 

Schaumburg 3,469 75,386 46.0 -6.1% 

Wheeling 804 34,496 23.3 + 5.1% 

Crime rose in 2002 
BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Source: Illinois State Police
Pioneer Press / dic 

increase of 6.8 percent. 
"We're concerned that the 

increase, which is not that big, 
is the first time it's been up in I 
don't know how many years," 
Hermes said. 

Hermes said although thefts 
and burglaries increased, he 
was pleased to see violent 
crimes decrease in 2002. 

"We are mainly concerned 
about violent crime - the 
armed robberies and sexual as- 

Wheeling 
native fills 
director 
position 
BY NAOMI DILLON 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

No, this is not a mistake. Your 
vision is just fine. 

Carpentersville has hired a 
new finance director - again. 

Less than a month after Kelly 
Kline left to head up the finance 
department for the city of 
McHenry, Carpentersville village 
officials have named her 
replacement. 

David R. Kowal, 42, hails from 
the village of Wheeling, which is 
becoming somewhat of a draw-
ing pool for Carpentersville. 

Village Manager Craig Ander-
son, who left the Northwest 
Cook County suburb six months 
ago, Monday acknowledged 
relying on old ties to fill the 
vacancy. 

"I got on the phone right 
away," Anderson said. "I knew 
just the person who would be 
interested." 

Kowal now is Wheeling's assis-
tant public works director, part 
of a varied background in 
municipal government that has 
ranged from village manager to 
finance director. 

Such a comprehensive knowl-
edge of what it takes to run a 
town was certainly a big selling 
point with Anderson, who virtu-
ally had full discretionary power . 7  

Wheeling's crime rate in-
creased by 5.1 percent from 
2001 to 2002, while the 
statewide and suburban Cook 
County rates decreased by 1.5 
percent, according to statistics 
recently released by the Illinois 
State Police. 

According to the State Police 
report issued June 22, Wheel-
ing reported 804 incidents of 
major crime such as murder, 
sexual assault, robbery, assault 
and battery, burglary, theft, 
auto theft and arson in 2002, 
compared to 765 incidents in 
2001. , 

Deputy Police Chief Michael 
Hermes said most of the in-
crease in crime can be attrib-
uted to the increased number 
of auto break-ins, which are in-
cluded in the burglary category. 
Wheeling saw 104 burglaries in 
2002, compared to 90 in 2001, an 
increase of 15.6 percent. 

"Most burglaries to autos, es-
pecially if they get them in an 
apartment complex, (occur 
when) they are going from one 
car to another," Hermes said. 
"They'll hit several cars." 

Hermes said construction 
sites are another popular target 
for burglars. Very few burgla-
ries were reported in homes, 
condominiums or apartments, 
he said. 

Theft also increased. In 
2001, 599 thefts were reported, 
compared to 640 in 2002 - an 

saults," he said. 
Robberies decreased to five 

incidents from seven, and two 
cases of sexual assault were re-
ported in 2002, compared to 
seven in 2001. Aggravated as-
sault and battery increased by 
one incident. There were 23 re-
ported in 2001 and 24 in 2002. 
One murder occurred in 2002, 
the same number as in 2001. 

Flood issues complicate town center planning 
• • 

The consultants presented That's a plus. 
Wheeling's community profile 
earlier this month in a work-  the younger population, the 

"The village has been losing 

25- to 44-year-old age group," shop seeking public opinion on said marketing consultant 

how Wheeling can build on its Tanya Vartivarian of the S.B. pluses and minuses.
Friedman firm overseeing Among the findings were fig- 

 Wheeling's Metra station study. ures showing that Wheeling's
"But the village has been 

population has grown faster gaining the 45-to-64 age group, than in some bordering areas in typically the empty nesters." 
Prospect Heights, Riverwoods,

That's good for Wheeling, Buffalo Grove and Arlington 
Vartivarian said, because Heights. 

Wheeling rejects joint marketing idea 
J a1Y  (D03 

BY CASS CLIATT boundaries that divide our corn- of what's nearby. 
Daily Herald Staff Writer	 munities, for marketing Wheeling has its Sam's Club, 

purposes only," Buffalo Grove's Wal-Mart and Target, for 
Wheeling thinks Buffalo Assistant Village Manager Ghida instance, while Buffalo Grove 

Grove's proposal to create a Neukirch told the Wheeling has the Town Center and Jewel 
regional marketing campaign board. Food Store. 
stops short of its goal of breaking However, Wheeling decided "What really bothers me, down town barriers. against the plan Monday, and because you know what's going 

Wheeling trustees fear it Lincolnshire unanimously voted to happen, is it's going to 
would amount instead to a loss against it in June. become the Greater Buffalo of community identity if the vil- Most Wheeling trustees said Grove Restaurant Row," said 
Iage participated. the village should pursue its own Wheeling Trustee Dean Argiris. 

So this week, Wheeling marketing efforts instead of "Or, worseyet,The Row" 
became the second town to say allowing other towns to put their A joint marketing effort with 
no to Buffalo Grove's proposal to names on such prized Wheeling the Prospect Heights Conven- 
unite six commercial corridors assets as Restaurant Row. tion and Visitors Bureau has 
bearing the "Greater Buffalo "If you're truly talking about already resulted in the mis- 
Grove" moniker on Buffalo no borders, why wouldn't you nomer of "the Prospect Heights 
Grove's Web site and publica- call it the Greater Northwest Restaurant Row on Milwaukee 
dons. area," Trustee Trevor Lehmann Avenue" in one Chicago maga- 

Under the proposal, Wheel- said of assigning town names. zine, Argiris said. ing, Arlington Heights, "You're saying you would call Still, Wheeling trustees liked 
Riverwoods, Long Grove and this 'Greater Buffalo Grove' and Buffalo Grove's idea of incorpo-
Lincolnshire would add similar we would call it 'Greater Wheel- rating banners into a marketing 
"greater" town area labels to ing.' ... You're taking down campaign. The village hired its 
their own maps and Web sites. borders and you're putting them own public relations coordina- 

The proposal also included backup," he said. tor in March. Wheeling can banners and color-coded brand- Neukirch said she under- pursue the banner concept as 
ing of such areas as Milwaukee stands community pride but part of the $400,000 of taxpay- 
Avenue. insisted the joint marketing ers' money Wheeling already 

"What we propose to do is would help inform residents and spends on marketing each year, 
break down those jurisdictional businesses moving into the area trustees said. 

'7 v.? -633 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's population might 
make prospects for creating a 
town center ripe, but the village's 
flooding issues are still rotten. 

A team of consultants helping 
Wheeling come up with a plan 
for developing the area around 
its Metra train station has 
researched demographics and 
land issues as a first step. 

that most of the shopping in 
Wheeling is neighborhood ori-
ented, rather than "big-box" 
oriented. 

The trend toward flower 
shops, dry cleaners and other 
stores that promote foot traffic 
suits a town center. 

However, one major problem 
is that an extensive flood way 
and flood plain will limit devel- 

Vartivarian also pointed out 

door that Carpentersville's 
finance department has become 

Beyond the virtual revolving 
matron 
tiladt add

will 

See PLAN on PAGE 2 

- three finance directors have 'Icing at 
come and gone since 2000 - its 
accounting procedures and 

e°srthof  practices have come under fire. Fur- 
In November 2000, an inde- i Road, 

pendent auditor said the village's ,great 
finances were in a "crisis situa- jai.  
tion," saying more than $3 he is 
million could not be accounted d find  
for in its books. This hasn't 
scared Kowal off, who said that 
when he became Northbrook's 
finance director, he inherited a 
situation not entirely dissimilar. 

"We ended up getting a AAA 
bond rating from Moody's and 
winning just about every award 
we could," he said. 
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empty nesters tend to buy the 
condos and townhouses typical 
of a town center environment. 

About 34 percent of Wheeling 
residents in 2002 were 25 to 44, 
and 33 percent were 45 and 
older. Households led by 
people 45 to 54 continued to 
grow by a larger annual per-
centage than any other group 
over the past decade, at 4.6 per-
cent. 
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More single-family homes might be built in 
Wheeling, if the village does not get a better offer 
from commercial developers. 

Either form of development would occur on 
the vacant Horcher and Schwind properties 
along state Route 83 and Buffalo Grove Road. 
The parcel represents a unique development op-
portunity because, at 100 acres, it is one of the 
largest vacant sites in the village. What the prop-
erty may become has been part of the discussion 
leading up to the Village Board's pending vote 
July 28 on a new Comprei iel is.ve land-use plan. 

"frustees and members of the Plan Commis-
sion have been reviewing the plan for months, 
and one change trustees wanted Was to desig-
nate the property as mixed-use for single-family 
homes or commercial development.' • 

"It can be either or," Village Preisident Greg 
Klatecki said. "We want the best deal forthe vil-
lage." 

The Plan Commission, which -spent more 
than a year putting together the draft plan, Sug-,, 
gested the property be used for single-family 
homes. Commissioners said the need for more 
single-family homes came up repeatedly during 
interviews with village residents, business own- 
ers and civic organizations. ' 

Commissioner Ken Brady said if residents 
want to "move up" into larger, nicer homes, they 
have to move out of Wheeling to find them. 

Klatecki said he did not 'disagree with the 
need for more single-family homes in Wheeling, 

ray v! es want options on Village wants 
Horcher, Schwind land trucking firms 

to pay for roads but he also said the village needs to keep in mind 
that residential development can have a broad 
impact on the entire village. 

"Commercial helps our tax base," he said. "If 
we put (single-family) in there, we'll have to look 
at a third fire station, more police and the effects 
on the schools and the library. I don't disagree we 
need more single-family homes, but if we get a 
better deal for the village, how can we turn it 

. down?" 
Designating the property for a mix of uses 

gives the village more flexibility in keeping up 
with development trends. 

"If we sit and listen, and everylxidy tells us 
(the Horcher property) is not the place for single-
family, why would we fight it?" Klatecki said. 
"That would be crazy" 

Trustees also want to designate parts of south 
Milwaukee Avenue for mixed-use commercial 
and open space in areas  along the  Des Plaines 
River. Commercial development, they said, 
would complement Restaurant Row further 
north. Plan commissioners said they recom-
mended the area remain open space because 
much of the land along south MilwaukeeAvenue 
is prone to flooding. 

Plan commissioners also said it might make 
sense to keep that area open space to provide 
recreational opportunities along the river and 
the Cook County Forest Preserve on the other 
Side. 

' The new comPrehensive plan has been in de-
velopment since:December 2001, and will act as 
a guide for future development for the village. 

BY CASEY MOITITT 

STAFF IVIMI It 
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'Anyl hing 1r; ''.;IS I he 
theyne for a town- )! ri 'de- 
velopment hi airF1,,i.!)-g s,:!s-
siori that drew al ,  nit 40 
Wheeling reside] it , I,.Isines 
owners and village officials to-
gether last week. 

The group met with consult-
ants from S.B. Friedman and 
Company, the Lakota Group 
and the Metro Transportation 
Group, who are seeking- ideas 
about what to include in a new 
town center that is being 
planned for about 145 acres 
around the Metra train station. 

"We want you to be creative," 
John LaMotte, a principal from 
Lakota, told the gathering. "We 
want to look at what's there and 
determine better uses." 

The attendees were split into 
four smaller groups and asked 
to jot down what they ut  "Twl 

don't like about • the area, and 
what l; improvements they 
would like to see made. 

Despite the variety of the 
participants, most agreed on 
the likes and dislikes of the 
area. Most agreed the Commu-
nity. Recreation CentersAquatic  

Center and anticipated double-
traildng Of the Metra line were 
all benefits that could be imple-
Merited into the plan. 

Dislikes included traffic flow 
along Dundee Road, which 

) rnany said is hindered by the 
railroad crossing and the num-

. ber of curb cuts that make it dif-
ficult to make left turns into 
.businesses along the commer-
cial strip. Other dislikes repeat-
edly , mentioned were the 
location of the Meyer Materials 
cement plant near the train sta-
tion, the vacant Kmart building 
and the fact that so much of the 
property lies in potentially 
flood-prone areas. • 

Those concerns, however, 
did not put a damper on ideas 
to create a bustling, pedestrian-
friendly town center. Most 
agreed that residential and 
commercial development • is 
'needed in order to make the 
arell a success. 

Most believe the train sta-
tion should serve as  a focal 
point of the development One 
idea was to bring in service-ori-
ented businesses such as a dry 
cleaner Or florist near the train 
station that :Would serve corn-
niutert andlii3sidents alike. 

Another suggestion was to 
include some kind of "after-
dinner entertainment" in the 
center. Wheeling is obviously 

, known for Restaurant Row, but 
a common complaint is that 
Wheeling offers nothing in 
terms of entertainment, after 
dinner. Ideas ranged from 
.movie theaters to bowling al-
leys for the town center. 

Still others suggested some 
open space should be pre-
served to serve as a gathering 
place for the community, per-
haps something similar! to 
Friendship Park at the intersec-
tion of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road. • 

The group also thought it is 
important that the area tie in to 
other areas of town. A free shut-
tle service, it was suggested, 
could bring workers from the 
train station to their jobs in the 
village's industrial areas just 
south of the station. Access 
roads from neighboring subdi-

' visions would also bring more 
residents into the town center, 
some said. 

The group also' tried to ad-
dress some of the challenges in 
the area, like burying or rnov- 

_..(Continued On.page_.  

Wheeling officials want 
trucking companies to start 
paying for road repairs and 
maintenance in and around the 
village's industrial park. 

Trustees are considering the 
establishment of a special serv-
ice area around Chaddick 
Drive that, if approved by the 
businesses located there, 
would help pay for the road im-
provements. 

Village officials say truck 
traffic from a number of termi-
nals is increasing, and more is 
on the way after the Village 
Board approved Yellow Trans-
portation's request to expand 
its facility. 

Yellow Transportation offi-
cials, sensing what may come 
in the near future, offered to 
put up $100,000 cash for road 
maintenance and repairs as 
part of the expansion deal. Vil-
lage Manager Wallace Douth-
waite said company officials 
offered to pay the $100,000 after 
the Plan Commission recom-
mended the Village Board 
deny the expansion, largely be-
cause of concerns about the 
roads and an increase in traffic. 

Plan commissioners said the 
additional trucks coming from 
the terminal would adversely 
impact the roads and traffic 
along Wolf Road, Hintz Road 
and Chaddick Drive. Yellow 
Transportation representatives 
said 68 more trucks a day will 
be coming into and leaving the 
facility when the expansion is 
complete. Currently, 176 trucks 
enter and leave the terminal 
daily. 

Douthwaite said village staff 
and Yellow Transportation offi-
cials worked out the deal for 
maintenance and repair costs. 
Steve Roush of Yellow Trans-
portation said the company 
wants to work out a compre-
hensive solution to road main-
tenance and repair costs. 

"It's part of being a respon-
sible corporate neighbor," 
Roush said. "We want to be part 
of the solution." 

Creating a new assessment 
for all businesses in the area 
could be part of that solution. 
Patrick Lucansky, Wheeling's 
village attorney, said the village 

Since the users 
with heavy trucks 
create an 
extraordinary 
burden on the 
streets, we can 
potentially asses for 
costs of 
constructing and 
maintaining the 
roads. 5 

Village Manager 
Wallace Douthwaite 

could establish a special service 
area that would require busi-
nesses in the area to pay more 
property taxes for the specific 
purpose of maintaining and re-
pairing the roads. 

"Since the users with heavy 
trucks create an extraordinary 
burden on the streets, we can 
potentially asses for costs of 
constructing and maintaining 
the roads," Douthwaite said. 

If the special service area is 
created, all additional funds 
would go into a separate fund, 
which would be earmarked for 
road maintenance and repairs. 
Affected business owners will 
have the final say as to whether 
the area is established. 

"If 51 percent of the busi-
nesses don't want to partici-
pate, it won't happen," 
Douthwaite said. "They have 
the final veto power in this." 

Should the special service 
district be established, Yellow 
Transportation will receive a 
$100,000 credit toward what it 
would owe, because it already 
has committed to contributing 
that amount to the village. 
Douthwaite said the money will 
go into a special fund ear-
marked for road repairs, even if 
the special service area is not 
established. The village will re-
ceive the $100,000 from Yellow 
'Transportation when the com-
pany receives its occupancy 
permit from the village. 

Yellow Transportation has 
been in Wheeling since 1973. 
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Stone was one of 224 law enforcement professionals from 49 
states, 20 countries, three military organizations, four federal 
civilian organizations and the District of Columbia to graduate 
from the 10-week program. 

The National Academy program offers advanced investiga-
. Live, management arid fitness training for selected officers with 
proven records as law enforcement professionals within their 

-1'.espective agencies. Training is provided by FBI Academy in-
st uctiortal staff, spe,ial agents and other st aft members hold-
ing advanced degrees. Most are recognized internationally in 
their specific fields of expertise. 

Stone was required to undergo an extensive background 
• check and interview process before being admitted into the 
program. Only .5 percent of all law enforcement officers world-
wide are invited to attend the program. • 

Since its inception in July 1935, 36,519 law enforcement pro-
fessionals have graduated from the program. 

Stone joined the Wheeling Police Department in 1977 and 
has been a commander since 1996. He is currently in charge of 
the patrol division, consisting of the traffic and tactical units of 
the department. - a 5;1  - 
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( • —.2 54. 
'Anything ' LS the 

theme for a t own,  I } I '17 rode-
velopment ITraierterelog ses-
sion that drew at put 40 
Wheeling resident:, .usines§ 
owners and village officials to-
gether last week. 

The group met with consult-
ants from S.B. Friedman and 
Company, the Lakota. Group 
and the Metro Transportation 
Group, who are seeking-  ideas 
about what to include in a new 
town center that is being 
planned for about 145 acres 
around the Metra train station. 

"We want you to be creative," 
John LaMotte, a principal from 
Lakota, told the gathering. "We 
want to look at what's there and 
determine better uses." 

The attendees were split into 
four smaller groups and asked 
to jot down what they 1  l'ke 
don't like about • the area, and 
what improvements they 
would like to see made. 

Despite the variety of the 
participants, most agreed on 
the likes and dislikes of the 
area. Most agreed the Commu-
nity Recreation Center,,Aquatic 

Center and anticipated double- 
'. trai. of the Metra line were king 
all benefits That could be imple- 

li

tnented into the plan. 
;. ' Dislikes included traffic flow 

,i al oil.); ,Dundee Road, which 
many said is hindered by the 

. railroad crossing and the num-
ber of curb cuts that make it dif-
ficult to make left turns into 
businesses along the commer-
cial strip. Other dislikes repeat-
ecUy; ; mentioned ' . were the 
location of the Meyer Materials 
cement plant near the train sta-
tion, the vacant Kmart building 
and the fact that so much of the 
property ; lies in - potentially 
flood-prone areas. • 

Those concerns, however, 
did not put a damper on ideas 
to create a bustling, pedestrian-
friendly town center. Most 
agreed that residential .- and 
• commercial development ' -is 
'heeded in; order '• to make the 
Arirsrl  ci !fence,. 

• ' MOSt • believe the train sta-
tion should serve as . a focal 
point of the development. One 
idea was to bring in service-ori-
ented businesses such as a dry 
cleaner 4:florist near the train 
station that 'Would serve corn-
niutert and iiiidents alike. 

Another suggestion was to 
include some kind ; of "after-
dinner entertainment" in 'the 
center. Wheeling is obviously 
known for Restaurant Row, but 
a common complaint is that 
Wheeling offers nothing in 
terms of entertainment after 
dinner. Ideas ranged from 
movie theaters to bowling al-
leys for the town center. 

Still others suggested some 
open space should be pre-
served to serve as a gathering 
place for the community, per-
haps something similar! ; to 
Friendship Park at the intersec-
tion of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road. 

The group also thought it is 
important that the area tie in to 
other areas of town. A free shut-
tle 

 
service, it was suggested, 

could bring workers from the 
train station to their jobs in the 
village's industrial areas just 
south of the station. Access 
roads from neighboring subdi-
visions   would also bring more 
residents into the town center, 
some said. 

1" The group also tried to ad- ' 
dress some of the challenges in 

'the area, like burying or inoy-: 
......(Cantin4ed rou4aage..itital. 

Ites want options on 
Horcher, Schwind land 

Village wants 
trucking firms 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

7 - .2 
More single-family homes might be built in 

Wheeling, if the village does not get a better offer 
from commercial developers. 

Either form of development would occur on 
the vacant Horcher and Schwind properties 
along state Route 83 and Buffalo Grove Road. 
The parcel represents a unique development op-
portunity because, at 100 acres, it is one of the 
largest vacant sites in the village. What the prop-
erty may become has been part of the discussion 
leading up to the Village Board's pending vote 
July 28 on a new 'comprei is.ve kind-use plan. 

nustees and members of the Plan 'Comrnis-
sion have been reviewing the plan for months, 
and one change trustees wanted Was to desig-
nate the property as mixed-use for single.family 
homes or commercial development' 

"It can be either or," Village President Greg 
Klatecki said. "We want the best deal for the vil-
lage." 

The Plan Commission, which -spent more 
than a year putting together the draft plan, Sug-, , 
gested the property be used for single-family 
homes. Commissioners said the need for more 
single-family homes came up repeatedly during 
interviews with village residents, business own- 
ers and civic organizations. • . ' 

Commissioner Ken Brady said if residents 
want to "move up" into larger, nicer homes, they 
have to move out of Wheeling to find them.. 

Klatecki said he did not 'disagree with the 
need for more single-family homes in Wheeling,  

but he also said the village needs to keep in mind 
that residential development can have a broad 
impact on the entire village. 

"Commercial helps our tax base," he said. "If 
we put (single-family) in there, we'll have to look 
at a third fire station, more police and the effects 
on the schools and the library. I don't disagree we 
need more single-family homes, but if we get a 
better deal for the. village, how can we turn it 
down?" 

Designating the property for a mix of uses 
gives the village More flexibility in keeping up 
with development trends. • 

"If we sit and listen, and everybody tells us 
(the Horcher property) is not the place for single-
family, why would we fight it?" Klatecki said. 
"That would be crazy." 

Trustees also want to designate parts of south 
Milwaukee Avenue for mixed-use commercial 
and open space in areas along the , Des Plaines 
River. Commercial development, they said, 
would complement Restaurant Row further 
north. Plan commissioners said they recom-
mended the area remain open space because 
much of the land along south NffiwaukeeAvenue 
is prone to flooding. 

Plan commissioners also said it might make 
sense to keep that area open space to provide 
recreational opportunities along the river and 
the Cook County 

Y; 
 Forest Preserve on the other 

side. • 
The new comprehensive plan has been in de-

velopment since:December 2001, and will act as 
a guide for future development for the village.  
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Ryg to visit Wheeling 
State Rep Kathy Ryg, D-59th, will be holding a town hall 

meeting for residents of Wheeling at 6:45 p.m. Monday in coun-
cil chambers at Village Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road. 

Ryg will talk about the impact of recently passed legislation. 
Residents and community leaders will also have the opportu-
nity to discuss concerns and consider solutions to local issues. 
Residents can also learn more about state programs and serv-
ices available'to them. 

The Wheeling Village Board will conduct its regularly sched-
uled meeting at 7:30 p.m., immediately following Ryg's meet- 
in  g. ' 

kbr more information about the town hall meeting, contact 
Ryg's office at (847) 680-5909. • 27  7,2  V - ei_g 

Public needed for police accreditation 
The Wheeling Police Department is scheduled for an on-site 

assessment as part of a program to achieve reaccreditation from 
the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agen-
cies, Inc. Accreditation recognizes that the department meets 
professional standards. 

As part of the assessment, Wheeling residents are invited to 
meet with commission employees to offer comments at a pub-
lic information hearing to be held at 5:30 p.m. Aug. 5 in council 
chambers at Village Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road. 

The public is also invited to officer comments over the tele-
phone by calling (847) 520-2025 between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. on 
Aug. 4. Comments will be taken by the assessment team. 

44' 

Officer graduates FBI Academy 
Wheeling Police Cmdsr. John Stone recently graduated from 

the FBI National Academy located at the FBI Academy in 
Quantico Va. 
• ; Stone was one of 224 law enforcement professionals from 49 
• states, 20 countries, three military organizations, four federal 
civilian organizations and the District of Columbia to graduate 
from the 10-week program. 

The National Academy program offers advanced investiga-
. the, management and fitness training for selected officers with 
proven records as law enforcement professionals within their 
l'espective agencies. Training is provided by FBI Academy hi-

ructional staff, special agents and other staff members hold-
" i in g advanced degrees. Most are recognized internationally in 
their .speeific fields of expertise. • ' • 

Stone was required to undergo an extensive background 
' check and interview process before being admitted into the 
program. Only .5 percent of all law enforcement officers world- 
wide are invited to attend the program. • ; ' • 

Since its inception in July 1935, 36,519 law enforcement pro- 
fessionals have graduated from the program. 

Stone joined the Wheeling Police Department in 1977 and ; •1 • 
has been a commander since 1996. He is currently in charge of 
the patrol division, consisting of the traffic and tactical units of 
the department. - y - _13 
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Cops, kids forge a new friendship 
BY CASEY Momrr 

STAFF WRITER 
y 

Each summer, the Wheeling 
Police Department invites a 
handful of 11- to 14-year-olds 
for a week of summer camp to 
show them officers know how 
to have fun, too. 

The Police and Children lb-
gether Camp is also an inter-
vention program, said Officer 
John Bonk. The idea is for the 
kids to get to know the police 
officers in a fun atmosphere, as 
opposed to the back of a squad 
mr, and to provide positive role 
models for the kids. 

"The kids that participate, a 
high percentage of them are 
more likely not to be involved 
in police activity (after the 
camp)," Bonk said. "In the four 
years I've done this, only four 
lids have had a negative con- 

tact with the police." 
The camp, which was held 

July 7 through July 11, also in-
cluded a visit to Wheeling High 
School, where the kids played 
games with students in the 
Mildly Mentally Impaired sum-
mer program. They all played 
basketball and volleyball to-
gether, or just walked around 
the track. Afterward, police of-
ficers pulled out a pinata. 

"Some of the kids don't like 
sports," Bonk said. "They all 
love candy." 

Bonk said the kids are re-
quired to perform one service 
project during the week's activ-
ities, and he chose to work with 
the high school students. Bonk 
has regular contact with the 
students during his regular du-
ties as a resource officer at 
Wheeling High School during 
the school year. 

"It works well for them and 
us," Bonk said. "The high 
school has been very accom-
modating." 

Shelly Manzella, an instruc-
tor for the high school program, 
said her students enjoy their 
time with the younger kids. 

"A lot of our kids are into 
sports and like other kids who 
into sports," Manzella said. 
"They love to get together with 
other kids." 

Manzella said the camp kids 
have been coming to the high 
school each summer for the 
past three years. 

The camp begins with a tour 
of the police and fire stations, 
and a trip to the Aquatic Center. 
Another day is spent at a 
wilderness camp, where the 
kids build tents and participate 
in drills that build trust. The 
campers also take a trip to  

Great America, and the camp 
ends with a graduation cere-
mony at the police station. 

Six police officers work as 
counselors for the 24 kids in the 
camp. Bonk said most of the 
counselors work with the kids 
during the school year in one 
capacity or another: 

The Police Department re-
ceived funding for the camp 
through the Law Enforcement 
Ibundation of Illinois. The 
grant money allows the officers 
to outfit the kids with T-shirts 
and provide breakfast each 
morning. Bonk said the depart-
ment relies on the generosity of 
local businesses to provide 
lunch for the kids each day. 

"Without funding, there 
would be no camp," Bonk said. 
"The state isn't providing any 
funds for it anymore." 

Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

Officer Dorann Swanson 
plays basketball with PACT 
campers at Wheeling High 
School. 

Talk to new state legislator at Wheeling meeting 
2 a g 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

While many Wheeling resi-
dents might be familiar with the 
name of their state Rep. Sidney 
Mathias, state Rep. Kathy Ryg is a 
relatively new face for the village. 

Ryg, a Vernon Hills Democrat, 
hopes to get to know her con-
stituents — and have them get to 
know her — during a town hall 
meeting Monday at which she'll  

tell residents how new legislation 
affects them. 

She will explain the fate of 
some transportation projects 
curtailed by the tight state 
budget, as well as school, health 
care and other issues. 

"We want to update people on 
what's going on, so they're aware 
of the statics of their projects," 
Ryg said. "For example, Wheeling 
has a project on Wolf Road 
widening and resurfacing." 

Ryg wants to tell residents that, 
despite facing a $5 billion deficit, 
legislators had some "major 
accomplishments" in protecting 
transportation projects and pro-
tecting suburban school districts 
from funding cuts. 

"And the meeting's also an 
opportunity for people to share 
their current concerns or give 
further ideas about what needs 
to be addressed," Ryg said. 

Ryg will hold her town hall  

meeting at 6:45 p.m. Monday at 
Wheeling village hall, 255 W. 
Dundee Road, and then stay for 
part of the village board meeting 
immediately afterward at 7:30 
p.m. 

She is touring all of the 19 
communities she represents in 
whole or in part to meet the offi-
cials in villages and park and 
library districts who won election 
or re-election in April while Ryg 
was in Springfield. 

"It's nice to be home and meet 
with people," said Ryg, who was 
raised in Wheeling. "I guess I'm a 
new face." 

Elected last November, Ryg 
represents Wheeling residents on 
the east side of Route 83. Math-
ias, a Buffalo Grove Republican, 
represents those west of the high-
way. 

Residents wishing to make 
comments before Monday's 
meeting can call (847) 680-5909. 

Man vows to finish 400-mile 
charity trek across Wyoming 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer

7 - .„2 - 3 
Endless miles of gravel and 

parched grass made Jim Plo-
vanich think he was in a desert 
the day he had to end his charity 
trek across Wyoming. 

The Wheeling police detective 
knew he had found civilization 
when he saw a smokestack 
attached to an abandoned 
building, blurred in the heat 
waveS of the 100-degree after-
noon. 

Plovanich limped the last five 
miles into small-town Glenrock, 
Wyo., at 5:30 p.m. July 13. 

Yet, as grueling as it was, Plo-
vanich said Friday he has 
resolved to return. 

"People signed on with the 
knowledge or the understanding 
that I was going to do what I set 
out tol do," Plovanich said, "and I 
didn't finish that." 

Plovanich, 48, of Roselle, 
walked just under 200 miles of 
the 400 miles he planned for his 
"Walk. Across Wyoming" to raise 
money for the Children's Advo-
cacy Center of North and 
Northwest Cook County. 

An outpouring of community 
support helped him raise 
$10,000 for the abused kids. 

However, Plovanich had to 
stop on the seventh day of his 
planned two-week trek because 
a doctor refused to let him con-
tinue after diagnosing a serious  

foot infection. 
don't 

remember or 
recall a point in 
my life that I 
was quite that 
low," Plovanich 
said in his first 
interview with 
the Daily Herald 

since his return. 
"I told the doctor that my legs 

were strong, my back was 
strong, my mind was strong. But 
my feet were the problem,' Plo-
vanich said. 

Plovanich added it would 
have been easier not to succeed 
if he hadn't been otherwise 
capable. He blames the derail-
ment of a trip he planned for a 
year on a salesman who talked 
him into buying boots that Plo-
vanich didn't think were 
well-suited for the trip. 

So, Plovanich will set out 
again. This time, without telling 
the media or anyone else. 

"Without any fanfare, without 
any hoopla," Plovanich said. 
"Without any noise made, I 
would slip out on my own back 
to Wyoming and pick up where I 
left off. Finish it quietly and 
come back home." 

Plovanich learned valuable 
lessons and met wonderful 
people on his trip, he said. The 
most memorable is Dr. Gary 
Butts, who ran Glenrock's only 
health facility, a clinic. 

Butts took a day off of work to 
drive Plovanich to his destina-
tion in Cheyenne, Wyo., when 
Plovanich thought he was "in a 
deep hole and didn't see a way 
to get out 

Plovanich will never forget the 
final day of his trip, when it was 
100 degrees and his feet were 
bleeding, and he encountered 
an elderly man on a deserted 
stretch of road. 

"I thought he was going to 
give me a hard time about walk-
ing along the road, like some 
crotchety man might say," Plo-
vanich said. "He came toward 
me with two bottles of cold 
water and said, 'Son, it looks like 
you're thirsty' " 

Ed Fink and his wife had seen 
Plovanich walking on their way 
to church, and then again on 
their way back. They knew noth-
ing about his mission, and 
Plovanich never told them. 

"I accepted the water and 
thanked him for his kindness," 
Plovanich said. "That simple act 
of kindness choked me up."  

The quality of the Wyoming 
people gave Plovanich a boost 
that he hopes to find again. 

He's still deeply hurt — and, 
he admits, a bit bitter — from 
the way his trek ended. 

"When everything else is 
working ... to stop because you 
got faulty advice, it hurt bad," 
Plovanich said. "I won't feel ful-
filled until it's done." 



Ryg wants to tell residents that, 
despite facing a $5 billion deficit, 
legislators had some "major 
accomplishments" in protecting 
transportation projects and pro-
tecting suburban school districts 
from funding cuts. 

"And the meeting's also an 
opportunity for people to share 
their current concerns or give 
further ideas about what needs 
to be addressed," Ryg said. 

Ryg will hold her town hall 

meeting at 6:45 p.m. Monday at "Ifs nice to be home and meet 
Wheeling village hall, 255 W. with people," said Ryg, who was 
Dundee Road, and then stay for raised in Wheeling. "I guess I'm a 
part of the village board meeting new face." 
immediately afterward at 7:30 Elected last November, Ryg 
p.m. represents Wheeling residents on 

She is touring all of the 19 the east side of Route 83. Math-
communities she represents in ias, a Buffalo Grove Republican, 
whole or in part to meet the offi- represents those west of the high-
cials in villages and park and way. 
library districts who won election Residents wishing to make 
or re-election in April while Ryg comments before Monday's 
was in Springfield. meeting can call (847) 680-5909. 
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Cops, kids forge a new friendship 
By CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 
7 - 

Each summer, the Wheeling 
Police Department invites a 
handful of 11- to 14-year-olds 
for a week of summer camp to 
show them officers know how 
to have fun, too. 

The Police and Children 'lb-
gether Camp is also an inter-
vention program, said Officer 
John Bonk. The idea is for the 
kids to get to know the police 
officers in a fun atmosphere, as 
opposed to the back of a squad 
mr, and to provide positive role 
models for the kids. 

"The kids that participate, a 
high percentage of them are 
more likely not to be involved 
in police activity (after the 
camp)," Bonk said. "In the four 
years I've done this, only four 
kids have had a negative con- 

tact with the police." 
The camp, which was held 

July 7 through July 11, also in-
cluded a visit to Wheeling High 
School, where the kids played 
games with students in the 
Mildly Mentally Impaired sum-
mer program. They all played 
basketball and volleyball to-
gether, or just walked around 
the track. Afterward, police of-
ficers pulled out a pinata. 

"Some of the kids don't like 
sports," Both said. 'They all 
love candy." 

Both said the kids are re-
quired to perform one service 
project during the week's activ-
ities, and he chose to work with 
the high school students. Bonk 
has regular contact with the 
students during his regular du-
ties as a resource officer at 
Wheeling High School during 
the school year 

"It works well for them and 
us," Bonk said. "The high 
school has been very accom-
modating." 

Shelly Manzella, an instruc-
tor for the high school program, 
said her students enjoy their 
time with the younger kids. 

"A lot of our kids are into 
sports and like other kids who 
into sports," Manzella said. 
'They love to get together with 
other kids." 

Manzella said the camp kids 
have been coming to the high 
school each summer for the 
past three years. 

The camp begins with a tour 
of the police and fire stations, 
and a trip to the Aquatic Center. 
Another day is spent at a 
wilderness camp, where the 
kids build tents and participate 
in drills that build trust. The 
campers also take a trip to  

Great America, and the camp 
ends with a graduation cere-
mony at the police station. 

Six police officers work as 
counselors for the 24 kids in the 
camp. Bonk said most of the 
counselors work with the kids 
during the school year in one 
capacity or another 

The Police Department re-
ceived funding for the camp 
through the Law Enforcement 
Foundation of Illinois. The 
grant money allows the officers 
to outfit the kids with T-shirts 
and provide breakfast each 
morning. Bonk said the depart-
ment relies on the generosity of 
local businesses to provide 
lunch for the kids each day. 

"Without funding, there 
would be no camp," Bonk said 
"The state isn't providing any 
funds for it anymore." 

Cathryn SeottRioneer Press 

Officer Dorann Swanson 
plays basketball with PACT 
campers at Wheeling High 
School. 
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Man vows to finish 400-mile 
charity trek across Wyoming 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

7- - c,3 
Endless miles of gravel and 

parched grass made Jim Plo-
vanich think he was in a desert 
the day he had to end his charity 
trek across Wyoming. 

The Wheeling police detective 
knew he had found civilization 
when he saw a smokestack 
attached to an abandoned 
building, blurred in the heat 
waves of the 100-degree after-
noon. 

Plovanich limped the last five 
miles into small-town Glenrock, 
Wyo., at 5:30 p.m. July 13. 

Yet, as grueling as it was, Plo-
vanich said Friday he has 
resolved to return. 

"People signed on with the 
knowledge or the understanding 
that I was going to do what I set 
out to do," Plovanich said, "and I 
didn't finish that." 

Plovanich, 48, of Roselle, 
walked just under 200 miles of 
the 400 miles he planned for his 
"Walk Across Wyoming" to raise 
money for the Children's Advo-
cacy Center of North and 
Northwest Cook County 

An outpouring of community 
support helped him raise 
$10,000 for the abused kids. 

However, Plovanich had to 
stop on the seventh day of his 
planned two-week trek because 
a doctor refused to let him con-
tinue after diagnosing a serious 

- Jim Plovanich 

since his return. 
"I told the doctor that my legs 

were strong, my back was 
strong, my mind was strong. But 
my feet were the problem," Plo-
vanich said. 

Plovanich added it would 
have been easier not to succeed 
if he hadn't been otherwise 
capable. He blames the derail-
ment of a trip he planned for a 
year on a salesman who talked 
him into buying boots that Plo-
vanich didn't think were 
well-suited for the trip. 

So, Plovanich will set out 
again. This time, without telling 
the media or anyone else. 

"Without any fanfare, without 
any hoopla," Plovanich said. 
"Without any noise made, I 
would slip out on my own back 
to Wyoming and pick up where I 
left off. Finish it quietly and 
come back home." 

Plovanich learned valuable 
lessons and met wonderful 
people on his trip, he said. The 
most memorable is Dr. Gary 
Butts, who ran Glenrock's only 
health facility, a clinic. 

Butts took a day off of work to 
drive Plovanich to his destina-
tion in Cheyenne, Wyo., when 
Plovanich thought he was "in a 
deep hole and didn't see a way 
to get out." 

Plovanich will never forget the 
final day of his trip, when it was 
100 degrees and his feet were 
bleeding, and he encountered 
an elderly man on a deserted 
stretch of road. 

"I thought he was going to 
give me a hard time about walk-
ing along the road, like some 
crotchety man might say," Plo-
vanich said. "He came toward 
me with two bottles of cold 
water and said, 'Son, it looks like 
you're thirsty' " 

Ed Fink and his wife had seen 
Plovanich walking on their way 
to church, and then again on 
their way back. They knew noth-
ing about his mission, and 
Plovanich never told them. 

"I accepted the water and 
thanked him for his kindness," 
Plovanich said. "That simple act 
of kindness choked me up." 

The quality of the Wyoming 
people gave Plovanich a boost 
that he hopes to find again. 

He's still deeply hurt - and, 
he admits, a bit bitter - from 
the way his trek ended. 

"When everything else is 
working ... to stop because you 
got faulty advice, it hurt bad," 
Plovanich said. "I won't feel ful-
filled until it's done." 

foot infection. 
"I don't 

remember or 
recall a point in 
my life that I 
was quite that 
low," Plovanich 
said in his first 
interview with 
the Daily Herald 



Wheeling 
wants coffee 
sign to stay 
the same 

-- 3 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling wanted to be like 
everyone else and get its own 
Starbucks. 

However, village leaders don't 
necessarily want Wheeling's 
coffee shop to look like every-
one else's. 

The Wheeling Plan Commis-
sion put the kibosh on plans by 
Starbucks to change the signs 
for the Milwaukee Avenue 
drive-through shop to make 
the signs consistent with others 
across the country. 

Representatives from the 
Seattle-based company told 
commissioners the concept of 
the Starbucks drive-through is 
so new that the corporation 
hadn't settled on a design for 
pole signs when it first pre-
sented plans for the shop at 310 
N. Milwaukee Ave. 

Starbucks wants to switch 
from an oval "Drive Thru" sign 
beneath its circular Starbucks 
trademark to a rectangle on its 
free-standing pole sign. The 
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STAFF WRITER 

7 • - 
Wheeling Police Det. Jim Plovanich 

had plenty of healing to do when he re-
turned from his painful trek across 

Wyoming. 
Plovanich said he 

now feels fine physi-
cally. His emotional 
state is improving, 
too. 

Plovanich was 
forced to stop about 

Jim Plovanich halfway through a 
planned 400-mile 

walk across Wyoming after infections in 
his feet became too painful to continue. 
He ended in Glenrock, Wyo., July 13, 
nearly 200 miles into his journey from 
Sheridan to Cheyenne. 

"You get wiser with age and start to 
follow doctor's orders," he said Monday. 
"(The doctor) said I would need one or 

two weeks to recover, 
Plovanich is taki.r 

tibiotics and applyii 
ment to curb the inf 
He went back to woi 
week after he retur 
home after a long dri 

Plovanich said hi 
better physically ear 
feet. He said he was 
golf league July 23, 
his normal life. 

Plovanich said g 
tionally has been me 

"After such a di 
starting to get over 
devastating. It was c 

The ride home fn 
long one, Plovanich 
cetta, and his child 
after Gary Butts, a 
Plovanich in Glenr 
work and drove hin 
to Cheyenne. He sai 
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Garbage truck hits power lines 
A Waste Management truck drove through the intersection 

of St. Armand Lane and Dundee Road with its basket up, tak-
ing down utility lines arid a traffic signal just after noon July 
11. Power was cut off to thousands of Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove residents until 1 a.m. the next day, said Wheeling Police 
Sgt. Anthony Cinquegrani. Cinquegrani said the driver of the 
truck, Hilario Caspeta-Rosas, 49, did not realize the basket was 
left extended above the truck. 

Caspeta-Rosas was trapped under the power lines in the 
truck for a few minutes but was removed without any injury. 

'hut& was blocked on Dundee Road between Buffalo Grove 
and Elmhurst roads for nearly four hours, Cinquegrani said. 
One lane of traffic was opened in both directions until 2 a.m., 
when the road was opened completely. Cinquegrani said 
Caspeta-Rosas must not have realized the basket of the truck 
was in an upward position as he drove southbound from St. Ar-
mand Lane onto Schoenbeck Road. Caspeta-Rosas was issued 
a citation for driving a vehicle taller than 13 feet 6 inches. 
11;••••••••: oki. A7 I.. - • • • • A. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 
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If more people come to Wheeling to eat, shop 
or play, it will be because of the village's own 
marketing efforts. 

The Wheeling Village Board rejected an offer 
from Buffalo Grove officials to work together to 
promote area attractions in what Buffalo Grove 
officials labeled the Greater Buffalo Grove Mar-
keting Initiative. The idea behind the proposal is 
to have villages help promote each other's busi-
nesses and entertainment opportunities. 

Wheeling officials came to the same conclu-
sion as those in Lincolnshire, who also recently 
indicated a lack of interest in the proposal. 

"Maybe it has something to do with home-
town pride, but I think this is something we can 
do ourselves," Wheel-
ing Trustee Patrick Horcher said. "I looked at the 
potential partners, and I think we outshine them 
with our diversity of assets." 

James Lang, Wheeling's public relations co-
ordinator, said Buffalo Grove officials ap-
proached him with the idea of joining the 
partnership. Lang presented the idea to trustees, 
who in turn said they would rather see the vil-
lage market itself. 

Although the other communities would recip-
rocate in marketing efforts, trustees said they be-
lieve Lang's concentration and time will be 
better spent promoting Wheeling exclusively. 

Lang said Buffalo Grove officials did not pres-
, _Rata formal plan and instead wanted to know if  

Man sentenced in jeweler's death2_2  7, V- 
The second of three men convicted in the murder of the 

owner of a jewelry shop in Wheeling almost four years ago was 
seiltei iced last week to 36 years in prison. 

Raymond Benavidez, 22, who lived in Mount Prospect at the 
time of the clime, was sentenced July 16 to 30 years in prison 
for participating in the murder of Emil Risenzon, a Buffalo 
Grove resident and the owner of Wheeling Jewelry and Repair 
at 251 E. Dundee Road. 

Benavidez, along with Rayon C. Sampson and Shaun W 
Ebgle, were convicted in the Aug. 17, 1999, beating death of 
Risenzon. Authorities said the three, who all were 18 at the time, 
planned to rob Risenzon to get enough money to bail a gang 
member out of jail. Benavidez and Fogle were sentenced to 30 
years in prison for first-degree murder and six more years for 
armed robbery. Fogle was sentenced in March. Sampson, who 
was convicted of killing Risenzon by beating him with a pipe, 
is scheduled to be sentenced today. 

a No interest 
Continued from page 8 

"I want to see Jim (Lang) 
promote Restaurant Row and 
Wheeling," Trustee Dean Ar-
giris said. "I'll be frank with 
you. I don't care about Buffalo 
Grove." 

Trustee Michael Horcher ar-
gued that too many municipal-
ities working together will only 
slow the process down. 

"I look at the airport and see 
two communities trying to 
work together, and it's diffi-
cult," he said of Wheeling's and 
Prospect Heights' ownership of 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 
"With three or four communi-
ties, it's just too much govern-
ment and everything stops." 

Trustee Robert Heer, the 
lone trustee voting in support 
of the initiative, said the pro-
gram was only in its infancy 
and was curious to see a more 
detailed plan. He said if Wheel-
ing, its assets and special 
events could be promoted on 
other villages' Web sites, cable 
television channels and in 
newsletters, it might help 
Wheeling. 

"It could increase business 
coming into Wheeling," he 
said. "There's a lot to work out, 
but I'm interested in exploring 
this idea." 

The Lincolnshire Village 
Board also voted against the 
concept in June. 

— Staff writer Kimberly 
Fornek contributed to this re-
port. 

Wheeling has no interest 
in 'Greater Buffalo Grove' 

the Village Board was interested in the strategy 
of joining marketing forces with others. 

"I'm asking if we should pursue a working re-
lationship with Buffalo Grove," Lang told the 
board. "I'd hate to not pursue a working rela-
ticinship with others." 

Ghida Neukirch, Buffalo Grove assistant vil-
lage manager, said the initiative is designed to 
pursue a marketing scheme promoting entire re-
gions rather than individual villages, something 
similar to the strategy adopted by many cham-
bers of commerce. 

"Corridors" along Milwaukee Avenue and 
Lake-Cook Road stretching through more than 
one municipality could be designated with 
names and logos on street banners, and all the 
destinations along that route would be high-
lighted, according to the proposal. Other villages 
that have been approached to join the marketing 
effort include Arlington Heights, Long Grove 
and Riverwoods. 

'We're trying to break down jurisdictional 
boundaries," Neukirch said. "There's a lot to 
offer in the whole area. It's important to work to-
gether and promote our assets." 

Wheeling Trustee Trevor Lehmann said he 
was "not excited" with the current proposal and 
asked Neukirch how the initiative would work 
for everybody if it's called the Greater Buffalo 
Grove Marketing Initiative. 

"You're still putting up walls while you're try-
ing to take them down," he said. 

Others said they were simply uninterested in 
promoting other villages. 

(Continued on page 10) 

ective 
Continued from page 5 

to raise about $10,600 for the 
agency, which gives support 
and services to abused chil-
dren. 

Susan Reedquist, director of 
development at the CAC, said 
no one has asked for their 
pledge money back since Plo-
vanich had to stop. 

Although he was able 'to 
raise a significant amount of 
money for an organization that 
he admires and believes in, 
Plovanich said his inspiration 
to make the trip came from a 
book. When he read "Mountain 
Man" by Vardis Fisher when he 
was 18 years old, Plovanich 
told himself he would one day 
walk across Wyoming, where 
part of the novel is set. 

Plovanich said he has no re-
grets about the trip, and he said 
he would never have been able 
to get as far as he did without a 
lot of help from a lot of people. 

"I want to thank everybody 
for everything," he said. "At 
home, and out there, from the 
very beginning, people offered 
their help." 

• 



BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

If more people come to Wheeling to eat, shop 
or play, it will be because of the village's own 
marketing efforts. 

The Wheeling Village Board rejected an offer 
from Buffalo Grove officials to work together to 
promote area attractions in what Buffalo Grove 
officials labeled the Greater Buffalo Grove Mar-
keting Initiative. The idea behind the proposal is 
to have villages help promote each other's busi-
nesses and entertainment opportunities. 

Wheeling officials came to the same conclu-
sion as those in Lincolnshire, who also recently 
indicated a lack of interest in the proposal. 

"Maybe it has something to do with home-
town pride, but I think this is something we can 
do ourselves," Wheel- 
ing Trustee Patrick Horcher said. "I looked at the 
potential partners, and I think we outshine them 
with our diversity of assets." 

James Lang, Wheeling's public relations co-
ordinator, said Buffalo Grove officials ap-
proached him with the idea of joining the 
partnership. Lang presented the idea to trustees, 
who in turn said they would rather see the vil-
lage market itself. 

Although the other communities would recip-
rocate in marketing efforts, trustees said they be-
lieve Lang's concentration and time will be 
better spent promoting Wheeling exclusively. 

Lang said Buffalo Grove officials did not pres-
ent a formal plan and instead wanted to know if 

Man sentenced in jeweler's death,7.7v 
The second of three men convicted in the murder of the 

owner of a jewelry shop in Wheeling almost lbur years ago was 
saitk,--iiced last week to 36 years in prison. 

Raymond Benavidez, 22, who lived in Mount Prospect at the 
time of the crime, was sentenced July 16 to 30 years in prison 
for participating in the murder of Emil Risenzon, a Buffalo 
Grove resident and the owner of Wheeling Jewelry and Repair 
at 251 E. Dundee Road. 

Benavidez, along with Rayon C. Sampson and Shaun W 
Fbgle, were convicted in the Aug. 17, 1999, beating death of 
.Risenzon. Authorities said the three, who all were 18 at the time, 
planned to rob Risenzon to get enough money to bail a gang 
member out of jail. Benavidez and Fbgle were sentenced to 30 
years in prison for first-degree murder and six more years for 
aimed robbery. Fbgle was sentenced in March. Sampson, who 
was convicted of killing Risenzon by beating him with a pipe, 
is scheduled to be sentenced today.  

the Village Board was interested in the strategy 
of joining marketing forces with others. 

"I'm asking if we should pursue a working re-
lationship with Buffalo Grove," Lang told the 
board. "I'd hate to not pursue a working rela-
tionship with others." 

Ghida Neukirch, Buffalo Grove assistant vil-
lage manager, said the initiative is designed to 
pursue a marketing scheme promoting entire re-
gions rather than individual villages, something 
similar to the strategy adopted by many cham-
bers of commerce. 

"Corridors" along Milwaukee Avenue and 
Lake-Cook Road stretching through more than 
one municipality could be designated with 
names and logos on street banners, and all the 
destinations along that route would be high-
lighted, according to the proposal. Other villages 
that have been approached to join the marketing 
effort include Arlington Heights, Long Grove 
and Riverwoods. 

"We're trying to break down jurisdictional 
boundaries," Neukirch said. "There's a lot to 
offer in the whole area. It's important to work to-
gether and promote our assets." 

Wheeling Trustee Trevor Lehmann said he 
was "not excited" with the current proposal and 
asked Neukirch how the initiative would work 
for everybody if it's called the Greater Buffalo 
Grove Marketing Initiative. 

"You're still putting up walls while you're try-
ing to take them down," he said. 

Others said they were simply uninterested in 
promoting other villages. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Garbage truck hits power lines - / 7- r_15' 

A Waste Management truck drove through the intersection 
of St. Armand Lane and Dundee Road with its basket up, tak-
ing down utility lines and a traffic signal just after noon July 
11. Power was cut off to thousands of Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove residents until 1 am. the next day, said Wheeling Police 
SO, Anthony Cinquegrani. Cinquegrani said the driver of the 
truck, Hilario Caspeta-Rosas, 49, did not realiw the basket was 
left cnctended above the truck. 

Caspeta-Rosas was trapped under the power lines in the 
truck for a few minutes but was removed without any injury. 

'Data was blocked on Dundee Road between Buffalo Grove 
and Elmhurst roads for nearly four hours, Cinquegrani said. 
One lane of traffic was opened in both directions until 2 am., 
when the road was opened completely. Cinquegrani said 
Caspeta-Rosas must not have realized the basket of the truck 
was in an upward position as he drove southbound from St. Ar-
mand Lane onto Schoenbeck Road. Caspeta-Rosas was issued 
a citation for driving a vehicle taller than 13 feet 6 inches. 
rt..; Iry • nr; • • • • •  

Wheeling has no interest 
in 'Greater Buffalo Grove' 

Wheeling 
wants coffee 
sign to stay 
the same 
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BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling wanted to be like 
everyone else and get its own 
Starbucks. 

However, village leaders don't 
necessarily want Wheeling's 
coffee shop to look like every-
one else's. 

The Wheeling Plan Commis-
sion put the kibosh on plans by 
Starbucks to change the signs 
for the Milwaukee Avenue 
drive-through shop to make 
the signs consistent with others 
across the country. 

Representatives from the 
Seattle-based company told 
commissioners the concept of 
the Starbucks drive-through is 
so new that the corporation 
hadn't settled on a design for 
pole signs when it first pre-
sented plans for the shop at 310 
N. Milwaukee Ave. 

Starbucks wants to switch 
from an oval "Drive Thru" sign 
beneath its circular Starbucks 
trademark to a rectangle on its 
free-standing pole sign. The 
company likewise wants to 
replace a creative wall sign on 
the actual building with 
another standard rectangle. 

"We're not known as a drive-
through company yet, so it's 
important for us across the 
country to establish uniformity 
of our image," said Mike Achim 
of Starbucks. 

Achim added that the origi-
nal creative design can't be 
easily translated onto larger 
signs for similar new shops. 

But commissioners decided 
they liked the original plan so 
much, they'd prefer that Wheel-
ing remain a standout. 

"Anyway, you could paint 
Starbucks on a piece of ply-
wood and put it on a stick and 
people would come," Commis-
sioner Ken Brady said dryly. 

Commissioners also pointed 

• No interest 
Continued from page 8 

"I want to see Jim (Lang) 
promote Restaurant Row and 
Wheeling," Trustee Dean Ar-
girls said. "I'll be frank with 
you. I don't care about Buffalo 
Grove." 

Trustee Michael Horcher ar-
gued that too many municipal-
ities working together will only 
slow the process down 

"I look at the airport and see 
two communities trying to 
work together, and it's diffi-
cult," he said of Wheeling's and 
Prospect Heights' ownership of 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 
"With three or four communi-
ties, it's just too much govern-
ment and everything stops." 

Trustee Robert Heer, the 
lone trustee voting in support 
of the initiative, said the pro-
gram was only in its infancy 
and was curious to see a more 
detailed plan. He said if Wheel-
ing, its assets and special 
events could be promoted on 
other villages' Web sites, cable 
television channels and in 
newsletters, it might help 
Wheeling. 

"It could increase business 
coming into Wheeling," he 
said. "There's a lot to work out, 
but I'm interested in exploring 
this idea." 

The Lincolnshire Village 
Board also voted against the 
concept in June. 

— Staff writer Kimberly 
Farnek contributed to this re-
port. 

Continue( out that Wheeling just revised 
its sign code to discourage 
.  

• standard rectangular signs. Detective reflects on Wyomi'ng j 
Steilen said. 

A "I would prefer to see some 
4 creativity" Commissioner Terry 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 
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Wheeling Police Det. Jim Plovanich 
had plenty of healing to do when he re-
turned from his painful trek across 

Wyoming. 
Plovanich said he 

now feels fine physi-
cally. His emotional 
state is improving, 
too. 

Plovanich was 
forced to stop about 

Jim Plovanich halfway through a 
planned 400-mile 

walk across Wyoming after infections in 
his feet became too painful to continue. 
He ended in Glenrock, Wyo., July 13, 
nearly 200 miles into his journey from 
Sheridan to Cheyenne. 

"You get wiser with age and start to 
follow doctor's orders," he said Monday 
"(The doctor) said I would need one or  

two weeks to recover, and he was right." 
Plovanich is taking prescription an-

tibiotics and applying plenty of oint-
ment to curb the infections in his feet. 
He went back to work July 22, about a 
week after he returned to his Roselle 
home after a long drive from Cheyenne. 

Plovanich said he had been feeling 
better physically each day he was off his 
feet. He said he was able to play in his 
golf league July 23, and is returning to 
his normal life. 

Plovanich said getting better emo-
tionally has been more difficult. 

`After such a disappointment, I'm 
starting to get over it," he said. "It was 
devastating. It was depressing." 

The ride home from Cheyenne was a 
long one, Plovanich said. His wife, Con-
cetta, and his children met him there, 
after Gary Butts, a doctor who treated 
Plovanich in Glenrock, took a day off 
work and drove him the rest of the way 
to Cheyenne. He said the family stopped  

only for gas and food during the 15-hour 
drive back to Illinois. 

"I couldn't wait to get home and put 
that car in the garage," he said. "It was 
a good feeling to get home." 

Plovanich said he is going to resume 
his training soon in order to get ready to 
finish the journey that came to such a 
quick end. 

"Dr. Butts said he'd finish with me if 
I went back out, and I believe him" Plo-
vanich said. "He'll be able to do it." 

Butts, as it turned out, is somewhat of 
an expert in hiking injuries. He has 
hiked along Mount Everest and served 
as a medical doctor on other long expe-
ditions. Plovanich said he would be ex-
cited to have a partner as he continues 
the walk. 

"The loneliness and solitude really 
gets to you after a while," he said. "You 
start to do a lot of thinking about life and 
the whole bit. You get philosophical with 
yourself."  

The commission voted unan-
There imously to recommend to the 

trek whe village board that Starbucks be 
other sox allowed to change the size of 
passing c  the circular shapes on its pole 
he would sign but keep its building sign 
— or ever the same. 

Plovar  
support he received in Wyoming. 

"The people out there were very gen-
erous," he said. "They really helped me 
out, and that makes you feel good. 
Sometimes you forget about that. I 
know it sounds kind of corny, but it's the 
truth." 

Plovanich also received a lot of help 
back home. One of his fellow detectives 
paid for his plane fare out to Wyoming, 
and others donated a satellite telephone, 
hiking boots and other supplies. 

Plovanich set out on his journey to 
raise money for the Children's Advocacy 
Center in Rolling Meadows. He was able 

(Continued on page 10) 
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for everything," he said. "At 
home, and out there, from the 
very beginning, people offered 
their help." 



Wheeling 
wants coffee 
sign to stay 
the same 

- 3 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling wanted to be like 
everyone else and get its own 
Starbucks. 

However, village leaders don't 
necessarily want Wheeling's 
coffee shop to look like every-
one else's. 

The Wheeling Plan Commis-
sion put the kibosh on plans by 
Starbucks to change the signs 
for the Milwaukee Avenue 
drive-through shop to make 
the signs consistent with others 
across the country. 

Representatives from the 
Seattle-based company told 
commissioners the concept of 
the Starbucks drive-through is 
so new that the corporation 
hadn't settled on a design for 
pole signs when it first pre-
sented plans for the shop at 310 
N. Milwaukee Ave. 

Starbucks wants to switch 
from an oval "Drive Thru" sign 
beneath its circular Starbucks 
trademark to a rectangle on its 
free-standing pole sign. The 
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Wheeling Police Det. Jim Plovanich 
had plenty of healing to do when he re-
turned from his painful trek across 

Wyoming. 
Plovanich said he 

now feels fine physi-
cally. His emotional 
state is improving, 
too. 

Plovanich was 
forced to stop about 

Jim Plovanich halfway through a 
planned 400-mile 

walk across Wyoming after infections in 
his feet became too painful to continue. 
He ended in Glenrock, Wyo., July 13, 
nearly 200 miles into his journey from 
Sheridan to Cheyenne. 

"You get wiser with age and start to 
follow doctor's orders," he said Monday. 
"(The doctor) said I would need one or 

two weeks to recover, 
Plovanich is fakir 

tibiotics and applyii 
ment to curb the inf 
He went back to woi 
week after he retur 
home after a long dri 

Plovanich said h( 
better physically eac 
feet. He said he was 
golf league July 23, 
his normal life. 

Plovanich said g 
tionally has been mm 

"After such a di 
starting to get over 
devastating. It was c 

The ride home fn 
long one, Plovanich 
cetta, and his child 
after Gary Butts, a 
Plovanich in Glenr 
work and drove hin 
to Cheyenne. He sai 
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Man sentenced in jeweler's death)-7y ef3  
The second of three men convicted in the murder of the 

owner of a jewelry shop in Wheeling almost four years ago was 
6.atel-Jeeti la-,1 week to 36 years in prison. 

Raymond Benavidez, 22, who lived in Mount Prospect at the 
time of the crime, was sentenced July 16 to 30 years in prison 
for participating in the murder of Emil Risenzon, a Buffalo 
Grove resident and the owner of Wheeling Jewelry and Repair 
at 251 E. Dundee Road. 

Benavidez, along with Rayon C. Sampson and Shaun W 
Fbgle, were convicted in the Aug. 17, 1999, beating death of 
Riserzon. Authorities said the three, who all were 18 at the time, 
planned to rob Risenzon to get enough money to bail a gang 
member out of jail. Benavidez and Fogle were sentenced to 30 
years in prison for first-degree murder and six more years for 
aimed robbery. Fog le was sentenced in March. Sampson, who 
was convicted of killing Risenzon by beating him with a pipe, 
is scheduled to be sentenced today. 

Wheeling has no interest 
in 'Greater Buffalo Grove' 

the Village Board was interested in the strategy 
of joining marketing forces with others. 

"I'm asking if we should pursue a working re-
lationship with Buffalo Grove," Lang told the 
board. "I'd hate to not pursue a working rela-
ticinship with others." 

Ghida Neukirch, Buffalo Grove assistant vil-
lage manager, said the initiative is designed to 
pursue a marketing scheme promoting entire re-
gions rather than individual villages, something 
similar to the strategy adopted by many cham-
bers of commerce. 

"Corridors" along Milwaukee Avenue and 
Lake-Cook Road stretching through more than 
one municipality could be designated with 
names and logos on street banners, and all the 
destinations along that route would be high-
lighted, according to the proposal. Other villages 
that have been approached to join the marketing 
effort include Arlington Heights, Long Grove 
and Riverwoods. 

"We're trying to break down jurisdictional 
boundaries," Neukirch said. "There's a lot to 
offer in the whole area. It's important to work to-
gether and promote our assets." 

Wheeling Trustee Trevor Lehmann said he 
was "not excited" with the current proposal and 
asked Neukirch how the initiative would work 
for everybody if it's called the Greater Buffalo 
Grove Marketing Initiative. 

"You're still putting up walls while you're try-
ing to take them down," he said. 

Others said they were simply uninterested in 
promoting other villages. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Garbage truck hits power lines /7- 
A Waste Management truck drove through the intersection 

of St. Armand Lane and Dundee Road with its basket up, tak-
ing down utility lines and a traffic signal just after noon July 
11. Power was cut off to thousands of Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove residents until 1 a.m. the next day, said Wheeling Police 
Sgt. Anthony Cinquegrani. Cinquegrani said the driver of the 
buck, Hilario Caspeta-Rosas, 49, did not realizp the basket was 
left extended above the truck 

Caspeta-Rosas was trapped under the power lines in the 
truck for a few minutes but was removed without any injury. 

.ftallic was blocked on Dundee Road between Buffalo Grove 
and Elmhurst roads for nearly four hours, Cinquegrani said. 
One lane of traffic was opened in both directions until 2 am., 
when the road was opened completely. Cinquegrani said 
Caspeta-Rosas must not have realized the basket of the truck 
was in an upward position as he drove southbound from St. Ar-
mand Lane onto Schoenbeck Road. Caspeta-Rosas was issued 
a citation for driving a vehicle taller than 13 feet 6 inches. 
ry:..*.:es4 0'1 IL.. — — 2— —IL— — 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

j
/ STAFF WRITER 

Li I .3 4. 

If more people come to Wheeling to eat, shop 
or play, it will be because of the village's own 
marketing efforts. 

The Wheeling Village Board rejected an offer 
from Buffalo Grove officials to work together to 
promote area attractions in what Buffalo Grove 
officials labeled the Greater Buffalo Grove Mar-
keting Initiative. The idea behind the proposal is 
to have villages help promote each other's busi-
nesses and entertainment opportunities. 

Wheeling officials came to the same conclu-
sion as those in Lincolnshire, who also recently 
indicated a lack of interest in the proposal. 

"Maybe it has something to do with home-
town pride, but I think this is something we can 
do ourselves," Wheel- 
ing Trustee Patrick Horcher said. "I looked at the 
potential partners, and I think we outshine them 
with our diversity of assets." 

James Lang, Wheeling's public relations co-
ordinator, said Buffalo Grove officials ap-
proached him with the idea of joining the 
partnership. Lang presented the idea to trustees, 
who in turn said they would rather see the vil-
lage market itself. 

Although the other communities would recip-
rocate in marketing efforts, trustees said they be-
lieve Lang's concentration and time will be 
better spent promoting Wheeling exclusively. 

Lang said Buffalo Grove officials did not pres-
ent a formal plan and instead wanted to know if 

• No interest 
Continued from page 8 

"I want to see Jim (Lang) 
promote Restaurant Row and 
Wheeling," Trustee Dean Ar-
giris said. "I'll be frank with 
you. I don't care about Buffalo 
Grove." 

liustee Michael Horcher ar-
gued that too many municipal-
ities working together will only 
slow the process down. 

"I look at the airport and see 
two communities trying to 
work together, and it's diffi-
cult," he said of Wheeling's and 
Prospect Heights' ownership of 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 
"With three or four communi-
ties, it's just too much govern-
ment and everything stops." 

Trustee Robert Heer, the 
lone trustee voting in support 
of the initiative, said the pro-
gram was only in its infancy 
and was curious to see a more 
detailed plan. He said if Wheel-
ing, its assets and special 
events could be promoted on 
other villages' Web sites, cable 
television channels and in 
newsletters, it might help 
Wheeling. 
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• Detective 
Continued from page 5 
to raise about $10,600 for the 
agency, which gives support 
and services to abused chil- 
dren. 

Susan Reedquist, director of 
development at the CAC, said 
no one has asked for their 
pledge money back since Plo-
vanich had to stop. 

Although he was able to 
raise a significant amount of 
mone y for an organization that 
he admires and believes in, 
Plovanich said his inspiration 
to make the trip came from a 
book. When he read "Mountain 
Man" by Vardis Fisher when he 
was 18 years old, Plovanich 
told himself he would one day 
walk across Wyoming, where 
part of the novel is set. 

Plovanich said he has no re-
grets about the trip, and he said 
he would never have been able 
to get as far as he did without a 
lot of help from a lot of people. 

"I want to thank everybody 
for everything," he said. "At 
home, and Out there, from the 
very beginning, people offered 
their help." 



Pioneer Press File Photo 

This shed built on the Horcher family farm violates village code because it does not have a 
sprinkler system. 

sprinkler ordinance, the 
Horcher shed is not, because it 
contains its own heating sys-
tem. The new shed replaced an 
old structure that sat at the 
same location on the property. 
A building permit was not 
needed for the new shed, be-
cause the village building code 
does not address structures for 
agricultural use. 

The Village Board might 
seek a court order to bring the 
building into compliance. Vil-
lage Attorney Patrick Lucan-
sky said a judge could also 
issue a fine if the court upholds 
the citation, but the main pur-
pose for seeking legal action 
would be to bring the building 
into compliance with village 
code. 

"The court could enforce 

>11

.--, • U ' compliance with a court order," 

, 
Lucansky said. "Then, if the of- 

t:: it fender doesn't comply, they'd 
be in contempt of court, in ,Es 

serious trouble." 8 
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Fest: Street, 
restaurants 
in spotlight 
Continued from Age .1 

little attraction to the area," Led-
erer said. "We're just trying to 
promote the street and all the 
fine restaurants we have." 

Since last Friday, banners and 
fliers have directed people at 
municipal buildings, participat-
ing restaurants and shops to 
answer questions for the scav-
enger hunt highlighting 
Milwaukee Avenue history. 

Residents can begin their 
hunt Sunday or get answers to 
more questions at restaurants, 
on the trolleys or at the Restau- 
rant Row Hospitality Group 
booth at Cole Taylor Bank 
Friendship Park on the corner of 
Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee 
Road. 

Call (847) 541-0170, or e-mail 
wohchamhproc,130;-1....— 

Horcher shed controversy continues 
BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

3  
The controversy surround-

ing a shed built on the Horcher 
family farm is still brewing, and 
the matter may end up in court. 

Village staff members have 
been unable to get the 
Horchers to comply with vil-
lage ordinances requiring that 
a sprinkler system be installed 
in the shed, which was built in 
October. The sprinkler, accord-
ing to village ordinance, is 
needed if an occupancy permit 
is going to be issued. 

Village President Greg 
Klatecki said the Village Board 
will discuss whether to issue a 
citation and take the matter to 
court. Two members of the 
Horcher family, Patrick and 
Michael Sr., are members of the 
Village Board. 

"We're taking the issue to 
the board," Klatecki said 
day. "It will come up in the near 
future." 

Klatecki said any board dis- 

cussions about the shed will 
take place behind closed doors 
in executive session because 
they may involve litigation. 
However, any action such as di-
recting the village attorney to 
pursue the matter in court, has  

to be taken in public. 
Trustee Patrick Horcher said 

his older brother, Michael 
Horcher Jr., who built and owns 
the shed, will most likely apply 
for a variance from the village's 
sprinkler ordinance. Patrick  

Horcher said the well on the 
farm does not pump enough 
water to support a sprinkler 
system, and his brother will 
claim that as a hardship. 

Michael Horcher Jr. did not 
return telephone calls from the  

Wheeling Countryside. 
The Countryside first re-

ported about the shed in 
March, shortly before Patrick 
Horcher was re-elected to the 
Village Board. Patrick Horcher 
said at the time that he knew 
the shed was being built with-
out a sprinkler system. He said 
he took no action because he 
opposed the ordinance that re-
quires a sprinkler in that kind 
of structure. 

Patrick Horcher said prece-
dent could be on his brother's 
side since a similar variance 
was granted to the 94th 
Aerosqaudron restaurant on 
Milwaukee Avenue more than 
20 years ago. 

Wheeling Fire Chief Keith 
MacIsaac, however, said the 
current sprinkler ordinance 
does not allow for variances. He 
did say it is possible the Village 
Board could issue an executive 
order granting some relief from 
the ordinance. 

Property owners also have 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Condo gets 
panel's nod 
for proposal 

7—fi g-o 3 
Wheeling's Chelsea Cove Con-

dominium Association was 
happy to receive an early 
thumbs-up last week for a pro-
ject intended to give the housing 
development a face lift. 

The Wheeling Plan Commis-
sion Thursday 
voted to rec-
ommend that 
the village 
board allow 
the associa-
tion, based at 
300 Denoyer 
Trail, to replace 
the wood pan-
eling on the 
Chelsea Cove 
homes with 
vinyl siding. 

The new design also would 
add new porch columns, a new 
gable design and roof improve-
ments. 

The condo group has been 
working for a year on the plan to 
revitalize the 264-unit develop-
ment, which is more than 25 
years old, said condo associa-
tion President David Cantwell. 

Cantwell is also a plan com-
missioner, but he recused 
himself from the vote to present 
the Chelsea Cove plan. 

"It's the biggest reinvention of 
Chelsea Cove since they built 
the place," said Cantwell, a resi-
dent of the development for 18 
years. "And we plan to do it 
without raising the assessments. 
We have reserves and we have 
money from our budget for 
painting and repairs." 

If Wheeling trustees approve 
the project, Chelsea Cove plans 
to seek bids immediately and 
begin building 90 days after 
that. 

"We hope to be done 12 to 24 
months after that," Cantwell 
said. "We don't plan to stop for 
the weather." 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 

Flood help for vets: We know 
hail has been the biggest recent 
storm problem for manyWheel-
ing homeowners and 
businesses (hence, the "Hail 
Sale" sign outside of Bill Stasek 
Chevrolet, and the signs for 
auto repair from (866) DNT-
GUYS next to State Farm's 
Catastrophe Services tent on 
Dundee Road).  

Cliatt: Group 
offers some 
flood relief 
to veterans 
Continued from Page 1 

7- —63 
But flooding was another big 

problem for many homeowners 
after the thunderstorms swept 
through the Midwest. If you're a 
veteran, there's a little extra help 
available. 

The Paralyzed Veterans of 
America sent us a notice saying 
the group is offering disaster 
relief funds to its members and 
other veterans with disabilities 
whose property was damaged 
by floods. 

Veterans can apply for finan-
cial assistance through the 
agency's Vaughan and Ken-
tucky-Indiana chapters. 

Veterans who qualify might 
be eligible for up to $2,500 per 
family. They can get money for 
transportation, food, home 
repairs, temporary shelter, or 
modifications that are needed 
for wheelchair accessibility, 
medical supplies and prosthetic 
appliances. Priority is given to 
members of the paralyzed vet-
erans group. 

Founded in 1946, Paralyzed 
Veterans of America is the only 
congressionally chartered veter-
ans service group dedicated to 
serving individuals with spinal 

- cord injury or disease. 
issifi 
  

The group has more than 
111; 20,000 members in all 50 states, 
In i

4
ad5  the District of Columbia and 

play Puerto Rico. 
!s@d To request an application for 
n siA  financial assistance, veterans 

si
.ng should call or e-mail one of the 

, chapters: Vaughan chapter at, 

m
cm

in and Ken- 
g) 344-8214 or pvachvaug@ 

dspring.com; 

Dral 
I tucky-Indiana chapter at (502) 

a.m 
635-6539 or pvachkind@mind-
spring.com. 

3@da To learn more about PVA, visit 

cuirrand 
s tip www.pva.org. 
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Youth Soccer: The 
f the youth soccer play-
.cted to the Illinois 
Development Program 
ams, (Illinois ODP), 
!n announced by Illi-
h Soccer. These players 
lered the "cream of the 
llinois after an exten-
day selection camp. 

1,500 top youth 
soccer players in Illinois began 
the Illinois ODP process at dis-
trict tryouts last July. During the 
year numerous training sessions 



II Mail all correspondence to: 
The Wheeling Countryside 
291 Dunton Ave. 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004-5903 
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■To visit our online service, go to http://www.pion  
III Be sure to include your name and telephone r cussions about 

take place behin 
in executive se, 
they may invo 
However any act 

This shed bu ill 
sprinkler systen 

DEPARTME 
82 FOOD 

FILM CLIPS 
C1 HOROSCOPE 

reefing the villal
BETTER BUSINESS  
CAMPUS CLOSE-UPS 16 

pursue the matte CLASSIFIED ADS 

icumt(51111-eungeN aqy '1 
dawn atupp SO Va llupi 

lno luTod of st Xanans aln j 
lutod agl t.rtsst-ur tu 

./Cluaki zsiaTea lnuop 

needed if an occupancy permit 
is going to be issued. 

Village President Greg 
Klatecki said the Village Board 
will discuss whether to issue a 
citation and take the matter to 
court. Two members of the 
Horcher family, Patrick and 
Michael Sr., are members of the 
Village Board. 

"We're taking the issue to 
the board," Klatecki said Fri-
day. "It will come up in the near 
future." 

Klatecki said any board dis- 

condo gets 
panel's nod 
'nor proposal 
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Classified/want ads: 427- 
4444; 
wantads@dailyherald.corn 

25Main switchboard: 427-4300. 

sales@dailyherald. corn 
Display ads: 427-4624; 

tioMissing paper? Call by 9 a.m., 
427-4333. 

M News tips 
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w news@dailyherald.corn 
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weekends): 427-4440; 
v  news@dailyherald.com  
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Soccer 

Illinois Youth Soccer: The 
names of the youth soccer play-
ers selected to the Illinois 
Olympic Development Program 
State Teams, (Illinois ODP), 
have been announced by Illi-
nois Youth Soccer. These players 
are considered the "cream of the 
crop" in Illinois after an exten-
sive four-day selection camp. 
More than 1,500 top youth 
soccer players in Illinois began 
the Illinois ODP process at dis-
trict tryouts last July. During the 
year numerous training sessions 

i11111 Alec .tta 

ers are i 
participation 
National Team 
tion, state t 
against teams i 
states in the 
Midwest Regi 
ment format. 
win the tour 
Under 17 and 
and Girls agi 
advance to con 
other three U 
Regional Chan 
Youth Soccer 
Championship.  

Under-18 B 
Carol Stream 
Zachary Marz 

Fest: Street, 
restaurants 
in spotlight 
Continued from Page 1 

little attraction to the area," Led-
erer said. "We're just trying to 
promote the street and all the 
fine restaurants we have." 

Since last Friday, banners and 
fliers have directed people at 
municipal buildings, participat-
ing restaurants and shops to 
answer questions for the scav-
enger hunt highlighting 
Milwaukee Avenue history. 

Residents can begin their 
hunt Sunday or get answers to 
more questions at restaurants, 
on the trolleys or at the Restau-
rant Row Hospitality Group 
booth at Cole Taylor Bank 
Friendship Park on the corner of 
Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee 
Road. 

Call (847) 541-0170, or e-mail 
wpfythamber@earthlink net 
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Summer Sizzle to showcase Restaurant Row 
BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 
— _.7.1 

Activity on Milwaukee Avenue is ex-
pected to heat up Sunday as the Restau-
rant Row Hospitality Group is getting 
ready for its first-ever Summer Sizzle 
event. 

The Restaurant Row Hospitality 
Group, a shared interest group of the 
Wheeling/Prospect Heights Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry, formed 
last year and has been working to pro-
mote the hospitality industry in the 
area. It has yet to produce a large-scale 
promotional event like this. 

"It's really coming around," said Jim 
Lederer, co-chairman of the group. 
"This is the first real big thing we've 
done together and we're really excited 
about it." 

About a dozen Restaurant Row es-
tablishments will be offering special 
events, promotions and fr,,i food be- 

tween noon and 5 p.m. Sunday. A hand-
ful of hotels and other retail shops are 
also participating. 

Lederer said the idea to host the 
event came about last year during the 
Classic Car Show sponsored by Stasek 
Chevrolet and the Wheeling Park Dis-
trict. A number of restaurants were at 
the show selling food. 

"We figured since a lot of restaurants 
couldn't sell a lot that day, we're piggy-
backing on (Stasek's) affair" 

This year, the Summer Sizzle is being 
held a day after the Classic Car Show. 

"It's a reason to stop onto Restaurant 
Row and another reason to visit Wheel-
ing," Lederer said. 

The special events and promotions 
promise to be as diverse as the food of-
ferings on Restaurant Row. Musical acts 
will be prominent up and down Milwau-
kee Avenue. Don Roth's is sponsoring 
Biff and the Waybacks, who will be per-
forming in the Friendship Park gazebo.  

The Wingate Inn in Prospect Heights 
will have a Blues Brothers tribute band 
and miniature golf indoors. Benihana 
will have Elane Dame and Quartet per-
forming in its outdoor garden. 

Many of the restaurants will be offer-
ing free food, specialties and cooking 
demonstrations. 'Tuscany will have a va-
riety of special appetizers on its patio 
and Starbucks will have samples of 
frozen drinks. Pear Tree Catering will 
host a cooking demonstration at Friend-
ship Park. 

Other participants will be holding 
special events and attractions. Buca Di 
Beppo will have a 25-foot rock climbing 
wall outside. Bob Chine's Crabhouse 
will be serving its famous mai tais dur-
ing a Hawaiian luau. Pete Miller's 
Seafood and Prime Steaks is offering 
free billiards during the afternoon. The 
Weber Grill will be serving a variety of 
beers, and root beer for the kids, in its 
beer garden. 

The Ram Brewery and Restaurant 
will be giving brewery tours during the 
day and Edwardo's Natural Pizza will 
also have kitchen tours, as well as fam-
ily entertainment with its mascot Pete 
Zza. 

Hold-overs from the Classic Car 
Show will be parked up and down the 
street and Wa-Pa-Ghetti's Pizza will be 
selling pizza along the avenue as well. 

The Restaurant Row Hospitality 
Group will have a special booth set up in 
Friendship Park during the day where 
raffles will be drawn. A special "dine-
and-stay" raffle will be held, with the 
grand prize worth over $500 in food and 
hotel stays. A special scavenger hunt 
raffle is also being held, where historical 
questions about the street's businesses 
will have to be answered in order to 
enter. 

This year marks the 80th anniversary 
that Milwaukee Avenue was paved, and 

(Continued on page 11) 

Ryg meets with Wheeling seniors 
the raffle is designed to tie into 
that bit of historical trivia. 

Those attending the Sum-
mer Sizzle will be able to park 
at any of the participating 
restaurants, or at Cole Taylor 
Bank, and take a free trolley or 
Pace bus to the other restau-
rants all afternoon to make 
parking easier, Lederer said. 

Lederer said the idea behind 
the Summer Sizzle is to show 
off what Restaurant Row has to 
offer and hopefully bring new 
people into Wheeling. 

"There's no downtown here 
in Wheeling like in other com-
munities, but we still have a lot 
to offer," Lederer said. 

"We're looking at reaching 
out with the restaurant part of 
(Milwaukee Avenue). 

The village has been a big 
supporter and President (Greg) 
Kiatecki has also been a good 
supporter of the area." 

Lederer said the group is ex-
cited about the event, and 
hopes to expand it in the com-
ing years. 

"It should be bigger and bet-
ter next year," he said. "We're 
looking at a three-day event 
next year and combining it 
with the show and all at 
Stasek's." 

BY JAMES FULLER 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 7....27  6, 3  

State Rep. Kathy Ryg told a 
small gathering of Wheeling 
senior citizens recently that 
help with prescription drug 
costs is on the way — one high-
light of her first session in office. 

The Vernon Hills Democrat 
said seniors in Wheeling and 
Buffalo Grove should call her 
office for updates on the state's 
new prescription drug card. The 
new cards will take effect Jan. 1 
and will give seniors access to 
any state-negotiated breaks in  

drugs costs with pharmaceuti-
cal companies. The savings 
won't come for free, though. The 
card itself costs $25 to help 
defray the administrative costs 
of the new plan. 

Ryg also pitched an upcom-
ing summit that will bring 
together leaders of Metra, PACE, 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation and others to 
discuss a group approach to 
suburban transportation. 

Ryg assured residents that 
funding for the next stage of 
improvements to Route 22 will 
be available. Improvements on  

Wolf and Willow Roads will also 
receive funding, she said. How-
ever, any improvements to 
Route 53 will require a regional 
consensus to receive funding. 
That consensus does not cur-
rently exist, Ryg said. 

"That's the fastest way to lose 
your federal dollars," she said. 
"We have to have a very strong 
plan." That plan would include 
how the Route 53 improve-
ments would occur, what they 
would look like and paid for. 

Ryg will host similar commu-
nity forums in Riverwoods and 
Lincolnshire in coming weeks. 

Builder wants $7.5 million in village aid 
BY CASEY MoFFIrr 

STAFF WRITER 

A new level of luxury could come to Wheeling if the 
Village  Board is willing to gamble on a condominium 
project on north Wolf Road. 

Trustees said they want assurances the village will 
see a return on its investment should they choose to 
grant $7.5 million in tax increment financing incen-
tives for the Prairie Park condominium development. 

The developer; Mark Smith of Smith Family Con-
struction, said he needs $6 million of the $7.5 million 
in incentives up front to purchase the Simmerling 
Fence property near the intersection of Milwaukee Av-
enue on Wolf Road and to pay for infrastructure im-
provements. 

Smith said he is having difficulty with his lender in 
acquiring the money he needs to buy the land. The 
rear 11 acres of the 17.7-acre site are in a flood plain, 
limiting the value of the property, he said. 

Tcustees said they like the project, but a few are fear-
ful of granting the incentive. The village would have to 
borrow the $6 million because the TIF district, formed 
in February, has no money. The future increase in 
property tax dollars the development would generate 
would help pay off the bond. But if the development is 
not built on schedule or generates less property tax 
revenue than expected, the village will have a more dif-
ficult time paying off the loan. 

° (Continued on page 8) 
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m Village  
Continued from page 5 

"I love the project. I always 
did," Trustee Dean Argiris said. 
"There aye a lot of ifs. Whatever 
we can do to minimize the risk 
— I'm all for it. Six million up 
front is an issue. We've got to be 
very careful." 

Builder's plans 

Smith has outlined what he 
calls a "very aggressive" sched- 
ule for the project. He cmpeets 
it will take him three years to 
finish the 306-unit develop- 
ment. Since the project will be 
built in phases, arid his lender 
has agreed to a revolving line 
of credit, a significant number 
of units will have to be sold 
during construction in order to 
complete the project on sched-
ule. 

Smith said he has already 
sold 15 units without turning a 
shovel of dirt. 

Smith originally requested 
$10.5 million in TIF incentives. 
After Stephen Riedman, pres-
ident of S.B. Diedman and Co. 
and a consultant hired by the 
village, reviewed the request, 
village staff and ,Smith reached 
the $7.5 million compromise. 

Friedman said the price of 
high-quality construction ma-
terials account for the bulk of 
Smith's costs for the $100 mil-
lion project. Units are t_mpected 
to sell at $210 per square foot 
In comparison, One_ Milwau-
kee Place sold units at $150 per 
sq .iare foot. Smith's Park Point 
so .d at $170 per square foot, 

.d Kimball Hill Homes' units 
at Astor Place are selling at 
$ t60 per square foot. 

"(Prairie Park) is higher 
than anything Wheeling has 
ever seen before," Village Man-
ager Wallace Douthwaite said. 
"The upsides are very up. We 
will be able to push the enve-
lope of higher-end housing, but 
I don't want to minimize the 
risks." 

Riedman suggested that a 
market study be conducted be-
fore granting the incentive. 
Since Wheeling has never of-
fered such highly priced con-
dominiums, it is difficult to 
know if the village can attract 
buyers, he said. A niarket study 
would help predict that. 
Village satety nets 

There are ways the village 
can protect itself from the risk 
of the development's failure. 
The village can negotiate a lien 
on parts of the property. How-
ever, the village will most likely 
only be able to put a lien on the 
common areas — the detention 
pond and streets through the 
development — since the pri-
mary lender would be reluc-
tant to give up its lien on the 
buildings. 

The village could also re- 
quest Smith pay back the 
money if he is, able to sell the 

■Village 
Continued from page 8 
units at a price above $210 per 
square foot. 

Michael Mondschain, 
Wheeling finance director, said 
a successful Prairie Park 
should generate enough prop-
erty tax revenue to allow the 
village to recover the $7.5 mil-
lion in 12 years. Mondschain 
said the village could see a $15 
million return during the life- 
time of the which is 23 
years. 

"If it's successful, the incre-
ment should be able to pay (the 
bond) back more quickly," 
Mondschain said. 

Trustees agreed to let village 
staff continue negotiations 
with Smith. Any incentive will 
have to be approved by the Vil-
lage Board. Smith has said in 
the past that he cannot develop 
the property without T1F 
money. 

"The buzzword around here 
has been 'upper-end housing,' 
" Trustee Judy Abruscato said. 
"Sometimes you have to pay 
for it." 

Village President Greg 
Klatecki said he was more in-
clined to grant the incentive 
because Smith is a Wheeling 
resident and businessman, and 
would most likely not put him-
self, his business or the village 
at risk. He also said granting 
the incentive could also be a 
way to improve the village's 
image. 

"If we don't take the step do 
this," he said, 'the image of the 
community won't change." 

Other trustees are more in-
terested in ensuring the vil-
lage's investment is protected, 
and less concerned about 
image. 

"I don't think this project is 
going to define who we are," 
Illistee Patrick Horcher said. 
"I don't think this project will 
change the way people think of 
Wheeling." 

Klatecki admitted the deci-
sion is "a tough one," and he 
urged staff and Smith work out 
an agreement. 

`As you can see, there's a lot 
of fear up here," Klatecki said 
to Smith. "The only way to 
eliminate that fear is for both 
sides to work hard on this." 



soups and vegetables are needed-most. 
"Something that's easily prepared and 

served," he'. said, adding soap, toilet paper, 
toothpaSte and tooth hushes are alway.s in 
great demand. 

The Vernon Township Riod Pantry, Iodated 
at 3050 N. Main St. in BuiThlo Grove, hands out.  
400 to 500 food and other donations to hun-
dreds of people every year in Buffalo Grove, 
Lincolnshire, Long Grove, Riverwoods, Ver-
non Hills and unincorporated pants of Lake 
County. • 

AnyOne interested in looking a donation to 
Vernon 'llawnship should call (847) 634-4600. 
Donations are accepted from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Donation' May be made at the Wheeling 
lbwnship office building at 1616 N. Arlington 
Heights Road in Arlington I [eights between 9 
a.m. and :1:39,;p.m. Moi,lay • through Friday. 
Mainteriaric Staff is available to help with 
large .donationa until 2 p.w. e;,ch day. 

Food 
pantries 
feel the 
need 

BY J.T. MORAND 

AND CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITERS 

Those who run local food 
pantries are staring at cup-
boards that are beginning to 
go bare. 

The Wheeling Township 
Food Pantry is having a hard 
time keeping stock on its 
shelves, even though people 
are still in need of its services 
during the summer months. 

Thelma Talamantes, 
Wheeling Township's director 
of general assistance, said the 
summer is a slow period for 
donations, but the need is still 
great. 

"We're struggling right 
now," Talamantes said. "We 
have a very active food 
pantry, and the food goes 
quickly." 

Inventories are low, Tala-
mantes said, and it's gotten to 
the point where volunteers 
for the food pantry have gone 
to the grocery store them-
selves to try to meet some of 
the demand. 

Many area schools and 
civic organizations send a 
steady stream of donations to 
the pantry, but Talamantes 
said there are few "high-vol- the 
ume" donators for the pro- to 
gram this time of year. di- 

The food pantry has a need 
for some very essential items, IA 

including canned soups, pas- es,  
tas, fruits, vegetables, meats on  
and tuna fish. Other items the he  
pantry needs are boxed cere- m  
als, peanut butter, cake mix, s_ 
rice, jellies, cooking oil, 
spaghetti, dry beans, cookies, 
bottled juice, tomato sauce, I!. 

(Continued on page 11) 1 

pay for the study. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

A town center redevelopment project pro-
posed for the area around Wheeling's train sta-
tion should not force existing businesses to leave 
the village. 

That is the stance a special committee has 
adopted as its members study the future look of 
the Wheeling and Dundee roads intersection. 
The plan is to create a town center with new 
housing, retail shops and perhaps offices near 
the Metra train station. Wheeling officials believe 
improving the underutilized land around the sta-
tion could revitalize the village. 

Village  officials want to create a pedestrian-
friendly town center, where people can live and 
easily find the services they need. Metra is also 
planning to build a second train track through 
Wheeling, which will increase the number of 
trains heading to and from downtown Chicago, 
making its service more convenient for com-
muters. 

The special committee members — village 
elected officials and staff, and business leaders 
— agreed they must make it known that many 
businesses already calling the area home will 
still be welcome. 

"We don't want to force people out of town," 
Village President Greg Kiatecki said. "Our atti-
tude should be, 'We want to improve so your busi-
ness is better.' " 

That does not mean all the businesses will be 
able to stay, however. Many of the industrial busi-
nesses, like Meyer Material, will have to be 
moved to other areas of town for the project to 
work, officials said. But the committee believes 
many of the retail businesses will most likely be 
able to stay in the town center area. They will just 
be housed in different buildings. 

"Communication is going to be critical," 
KLatecki said of the planning process. "We don't  

want to try to hide anything." 
Committee members recognize that some 

people will be unhappy with the plan, but they 
also said that deciding on a redevelopment plan 
and sticking to it will be critical. 

"There are going to be a few people who won't 
be happy,"  Trustee Trevor Lehmann said. "We 
are going to see some resistance, but we need to 
keep focus." 

The plan also includes redeveloping and im-
proving access to the retail shops along Dundee 
Road. 

"The retail needs some modernization and 
improvement," said Dan Ozanich, Wheeling's 
community development director. "Dundee 
Road is a great area. We should focus on keeping 
the businesses there and helping them get re-
freshed." 

There are many other hurdles to overcome to 
make the project work. Much of the area is in a 
flood plain. Burke Engineering is scheduled to 
complete a flood study next month, which 
should outline different ways the village can cre-
ate more water detention Committee members 
agreed that the results of the flood study will de-
termine the direction of redevelopment. 

"So much hinges on (the study)," said Jan 
Buchs, executive director of the Wheeling Park 
District. 

"Without it, we're a ship out of wate" Klate-
cki said. 

Linking all aspects of transportation will also 
be important to the project's success. Dundee 
Road is notorious for heavy traffic during the 
morning and evening rush hours, and some sug-
gested asking the Illinois Department of Trans-
portation to better synchronize the street lights 
to improve traffic flow. The Dundee Road rail-
road crossing also creates traffic problems. 

The nine-member committee met Aug. 6 to re- i  

(Continued on page 9) 

a Pantries Continued from page 5 

paper produCts, shampoo, hair conditioner, de-
tergents, diapers, bar, soap, toothpaste and. 
toothbrushes. 

"We are always in 'need of constant dona-
tions," Talamantes said., "With the, economy 
where 'it is, we are 'definitely very active. We, 
give away a lot of food." 

Inventory at the Vernon Township pantry is 
also running low, which is typical for this time 
of year; :said lbwnship Supervisor William Pe-
terson: 

Food is being brought into the pantry, but 
it's less than is donated during the winter hol-
iday season, he said. Fortunately, the demand 
for food from the Vernon lbwnship pantry dur-
ing the summer months is not as great as it is 
during winter months, Peterson said. 

"People are using funds they have to pay 
utility bills" during the winter, he said. 

However, food is needed now, especially 
with fall and winter approaching... 

Peterson said canned foods like fruits, 

Village: Current stores 
play role in future plan 

C4L4 

Wheeling fine-tunes system fspr major projects 
BY CASS CLIATT supervises construction of

Trustees signed off on the and the village has begun a structure projects run more Daily Herald Staff Miter
streets, public works plows plan after GuyKolberg, who was search for a new public works smoothly and be completed 
them, clears them and patches then public works director, told director.

faster, Douthwaite said. Wheeling is doing some them," Village Manager Wally them in June that Wheeling
"We have a lot on our plate in Also, the change shouldn't housekeeping to improve the Douthwaite said.

could hire 1% engineers for the respect to the next five years," cost the taxpayers more money way the village handles its road-
The move to create separate same $107,000 it cost to pay one Douthwaite said, "and if we're to hire a new public works 

work, sewer repairs and other public works and engineering engineering consultant for a 10- going to make this work, we director. The new director will major projects. departments follows a decision week project.
have to make sure our design fill a vacancy left by the resigna- The village has reorganized its last year to expand the engi-

Wheeling hired three engi- department in relation to these tion of the assistant public public works unit, creating a neering staff to enable Wheeling neers in late November and projects is operating without a works director, Douthwaite said. separate engineering depart- to design, construct and inspect early December. hitch." David R. took a job last ment to oversee capitalprojects. its streets, water mains and Kolberg has been renamed The creation of separate month asKowal Carpentersville's "Engineering designs and sewers in-house.
Wheeling's engineering director, departments should help infra- finance director. 
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• Builder 
Continued from page 5 

view input it gathered from the 
public on the project and to 
fine-tune its philosophy and di-
rection for the plan. Consul-
tants from the Lakota Group, 
S.B. Riedman and Associates, 
and Metro Transportation 
Group are helping in the 
process. Representatives from 
Metra, the Regional 'Duns-
portation Authority and Pace 
also are taking part. 

The village was able to ac-
quire agrant from the Regional 
Transportation Authority to 
pay for the study. 

Food 
pantries 
feel the 
need 

BY J.T. MORAND 

AND CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITERS 

Those who run local food 
pantries are staring at cup-
boards that are beginning to 
go bare. 

The Wheeling Township 
Rood Pantry is having a hard 

• Pantries Continued from page 5 

paper products, shampoo, hair conditioner, de-
tergents, diapers, bar. soap, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes. • 

"We are always in need of constant dona-
tions," Talamantes said, "With the economy 
where 'it is, we are 'definitely very active. We, 
give away a lot of food." 

Inventory at the Vernon Township pantry is 
also running low, which is typical for this time 
of year; :said lbwnship Supervisor William Pe-
terson. 

1.h od is being brought into the pantry, but 
it's less than is donated during the winter hol-
iday season, he said. Fortunately, the demand 
for food from the Vernon 'Ibwnship pantry dur-
ing the summer months is not as great as it is 
during winter months, Peterson said. 

"People are using funds they have to pay 
utility bills" during the winter, he said. 

However, food is needed now, especially 
with fall and winter approaching.. 

Peterson said canned foods like fruits,  

soups and vegetables arc needed most. 
"Something that's easily prepared and 

served," he said, adding soap, toilet paper, 
toothpaste and tooth Lushes are always in 
great demand. •• 

The Vernon Township bail Pantry, Iodated 
at 3050 N. Main St. in Bit d'alb Grove, hands out 
900 to 500 lbod anti (Act donations to hun-
dreds of people every y tar in Buffalo Grove, 
Lincolnshire, Long Gro,, c, Riverwoods, Ver-
non Hilts and unincorporated parts of Lake 
County.; • .• .!! • 

Anyone interested in Inaking a donation to 
Vernon ,Township should call (847) 634-4600. 
Donations are' accepted from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Donations may be made at the Wheeling 
Thwnship office building at 1616 N. Arlington 
Heights Road in Arlington I heights between 9 
a.m. and • 4:30 pan. Mc); Liay through Eliday. 
Maintehance staff is available to help with 
large donation until 2 pin. • .th day. 

Village: Current stores 
play role in future plan 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

A town center redevelopment project pro-
posed for the area around Wheeling's train sta-
tion should not force existing businesses to leave 
the village. 

That is the stance a special committee has 
adopted as its members study the future look of 
the Wheeling and Dundee roads intersection. 
The plan is to create a town center with new 
housing, retail shops and perhaps offices near 
the Metra train station. Wheeling officials believe 
improving the underutilized land around the sta-
tion could revitaliw the village. 

Village officials want to create a pedestrian-
friendly town center, where people can live and 
easily find the services they need. Metra is also 
planning to build a second train track through 
Wheeling, which will increase the number of 
trains heading to and from downtown Chicago, 
making its service more convenient for com-
muters. 

The special committee members — village 
elected officials and staff, and business leaders 
— agreed they must make it known that many 
businesses already calling the area home will 
still be welcome. 

"We don't want to force people out of town," 
Village President Greg Klatecki said. "Our atti-
tude should be, We want to improve so your busi-
ness is better.' " 

That does not mean all the businesses will be 
able to stay, however. Many of the industrial busi-
nesses, like Meyer Material, will have to be 
moved to other areas of town for the project to 
work, officials said. But the committee believes 
many of the retail businesses will most likely be 
able to stay in the town center area. They will just 
be housed in different buildings. 

"Communication is going to be critical," 
Kiatecki said of the planning process. "We don't  

want to try to hide anything." 
Committee members recognize that some 

people will be unhappy with the plan, but they 
also said that deciding on a redevelopment plan 
and sticking to it will be critical. 

"There are going to be a few people who won't 
be happy," Trustee Trevor Lehmann said. "We 
are going to see some resistance, but we need to 
keep focus." 

The plan also includes redeveloping and im-
proving access to the retail shops along Dundee 
Road. 

"The retail needs some modernization and 
improvement," said Dan Ozanich, Wheeling's 
community development director. "Dundee 
Road is a great area. We should focus on keeping 
the businesses there and helping them get re-
freshed." 

There are many other hurdles to overcome to 
make the project work. Much of the area is in a 
flood plain. Burke Engineering is scheduled to 
complete a flood study next month, which 
should outline different ways the village can cre-
ate more water detention. Committee members 
agreed that the results of the flood study will de-
termine the direction of redevelopment. 

"So much hinges on (the study)," said Jan 
Bucks, executive director of the Wheeling Park 
District. • 

"Without it, we're a ship out of water" Klate-
cki said. 

Linking all aspects of transportation will also 
be important to the project's success. Dundee 
Road is notorious for heavy traffic during the 
morning and evening rush hours, and some sug-
gested asking the Illinois Department of Trans-
portation to better synchronize the street lights 
to improve traffic flow The Dundee Road rail-
road crossing also creates traffic problems. 

The nine-member committee met Aug. 6 to re- 

(Continued on page 9) 

Wheeling fine-tunes system for r 
BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer y.."5--_,03 
Wheeling is doing some 

housekeeping to improve the 
way the village handles its road-
work, sewer repairs and other 
major projects. 

The village has reorganized its 
public works unit, creating a 
separate engineering depart-
ment to oversee capital projects. 

"Engineering designs and  

supervises construction of 
streets, public works plows 
them, clears them and patches 
them," Village Manager Wally 
Douthwaite said. 

The move to create separate 
public works and engineering 
departments follows a decision 
last year to expand the engi-
neering staff to enable Wheeling 
to design, construct and inspect 
its streets, water mains and 
sewers in-house. 

Trustees signed off on the 
plan after Guy Kolberg, who was 
then public works director, told 
them in June that Wheeling 
could hire 11/2  engineers for the 
same $107,000 it cost to pay one 
engineering consultant for a 10-
week project. 

Wheeling hired three engi-
neers in late November and 
early December. 

Kolberg has been renamed 
Wheeling's engineering director,  

and the villag 
search for a nE 
director. 

"We have a lc 
respect to the 
Douthwaite sa 
going to mak( 
have to make 
department in 
projects is ope 
hitch." 

The creatic 
departments sl 

Tarr numbers are 847) 
Home delivery: 427-4; 
Need a back issue: 42 
Classified/want ads: 
4444; 
wantads@dailyheralcic 
Display ads: 427-4624 
sales@dailyherald.corn 
Main switchboard: 42 
Missing paper? Call tt 
427-4333. 

News tips 
General Newsroom 
(8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.): 427-
news@dailyherald.corn 
News tip hotline 
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nile was taken into custody at 
his home a short time later. 

Besides being charged with 
residential burglary, both were 
also charged with criminal tres-
pass to vehicle and unlawful 
consumption of alcohol, police 
said. 

The juvenile police caught 
after the foot chase was also 
charged with resisting a peace 
officer. Both were taken to the 
DuPage County Juvenile Deten-
tion Center. 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The need to widen Route 20 
through Elgin's far-west side 
likely will grow as quickly as the 
traffic tie ups that will come 
with thousands of new houses 
planned for the area. 

And several deadly Route 20 
accidents in recent years show 
the stretch of highway on the 
city's east side needs to be 
realigned to make it safer, Elgin 
officials argue. 
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Wheeling trying to reimburse 
residents for ambulance fees 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 710 ' 4,3 

Wheeling hopes to find a way 
to reimburse residents who 
have been shelling out cash for 
ambulance fees, officials said. 

mapmal 
pa3113J113S 

PIA.1103 WITH 

ing a fee that would require no 
deductibles for residents and 
that would waive balances not 
covered by insurance. 

In May and July, respectively, 
Buffalo Grove and Palatine also 
approved user fees geared 
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Thousands pack Palwaukee to see vintage planes 
BY EILEEN 0. DADAY 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

The P-51 Mustang that made 
its name in World War II flying 
missions over the skies of 
Europe and in the Pacific drew 
enthusiasts of all ages Saturday 
at the Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port open house. 

Organizers of the ninth 
annual open house say the mix 
of private, corporate and vin-
tage planes on display helped to 
draw record attendance, esti-
mated at more than 5,000 
people. 

But it was youngsters who  

received the real treat: a chance 
to climb in the cockpit of the 
Mustang fighter plane. They 
also got to see 30 more aircraft 
on display. 

Owner Chuck Greenhill of 
Mettawa was one of several pri-
vate owners who flew in to 
participate. He enjoyed describ-
ing the 1940 aircraft produced 
by North American Aviation, as 
he helped children operate 
some of the controls. 

"The kids get such a kick out 
of it, climbing in a real fighter 
airplane," said Greenhill, who 
had his antique Stearman bi-
plane parked next to the P-51. 

Young Jimmy Kobler of Buf-
falo Grove was one of those 
lucky youngsters, leaving his 
father, Jim, and grandfather, 
John Weber of Arlington 
Heights, to merely watch and 
snap photos. 

The draw for the three gener-
ations was simple, they said. 

"It's just all the airplanes," Jim 
Kobler said. "You usually see 
Cessnas a lot, but you don't get 
to see airplanes like this close 
up like this very often." 

Both the Mustang and the 
Stearman headlined the static 
display of war birds and other 
vintage aircraft, positioned at  

the southeast corner of the air-
port, one of several exhibit areas 
open free to the public. 

Other classic planes included 
a T-6 Texan used to train thou-
sands of pilots in the 1930s and 
'40s, as well as an amphibious 
Grumman Goose. 

"I'm just a fan of aviation 
from the '40s," said Brandon 
Snyder, 23, of Buffalo Grove. "It 
took so much ingenuity to make 
these engines, and the pilots 
could do so many amazing 
things in these." 

Trolleys took fans on a contin- 

See PLANES on PAGE 10 

JOE LEWNARD/DAILY HERALI 

Jim Rieckenberg, left, and his parents, Evelyn and Arnold, all of 
Rolling Meadows, take a look at a Grumman Goose G21 Alpha 
amphibious aircraft. 
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Fly into airplanes' past 
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Palwaukee 
open house 
shows off 

old aircraft 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

••• 2- r_  03 
Ever since Chuck Greenhill 

was a kid, he salivated over the 
P-51 Mustang World War II 
fighter plane. 

Some pilots lust for the glam 
and gloss of the newer jets, but 
the 69-year-old Greenhill is 
among those who used to 
build model planes that 
favored the legacy behind 
antique aircraft. 

So when Greenhill had a 
chance 10 years ago, he bought 
a restored P-51 Mustang 
painted in the color scheme of 
a famous WWII flying ace. 

The Mustang will be among 
several antique planes making 
a return Saturday to Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport's annual 
open house. 

The free open house offers 
visitors a chance to see classic 
and modern aircraft, look over 
radio-controlled planes, take 
discounted introductory flight 
lessons and let kids take free 
airplane rides. 

Greenhill and other owners 
of the antique planes that will 
be on display say they see the 
open house as an opportunity 
for residents to get a taste of 
history. 

"I just love to see people 
interested in World War II," said 
Greenhill of Mattawa. "It's my  

way of cultivating a period in 
history that I love and want 
people to read about and think 
about." 

One of Greenhill's greatest 
pleasures is to let children sit in 
the cockpit of his Mustang and 
view the controls of a plane 
often called "a Cadillac in the 
sky," he said. 

Paul Fries of Buffalo Grove 
feels just as affectionately 
toward the Boeing Stearman 
that he'll display at the open 
house. 

The phrase "Don't fence me 
in" is written across the engine 
of Fries' WWII training plane. 
Flying the 1943 aircraft gives 
Fries a sense of freedom while 
also tying him to a storied his-
tory of flight, he said. 

If you go 
What Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport's annual open house 
When: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday 
Where: 1020 S. Plant Road, 
Wheeling; display and food 
tents along Milwaukee Avenue 
on east side of airport; 
additional viewing areas at 
Milwaukee Avenue and Palatine 
Road. 

"It's a nostalgic airplane, and 
they're becoming fewer and 
fewer," Fries said. "I've flown a 
lot of planes, but it's the only 
airplane I've ever owned."  

Includes: Trolley rides, 
exhibits, display of 15 aircraft, 
helicopter rides (for a fee), free 
food, introductory flight lessons 
($49) 
Free rides: For ages 7 to 17; 
call Young Eagles at (847) 883-
8388 
Visit: www.palwaukee.org  

Call: (847) 537-2580 

About 10,000 Boeing Stear-
man planes were made for 
WWII. They were used for 

See AIRPLANES on PAGE 3 

coordinator. 
"This is a chance for us to 

welcome our neighbors to 
come in and see the airport on 
a one-to-one basis," said 
spokesman Jason Feldner, 
"rather than just driving by it all 
the time." 

COURTESY OF PAUL FRIES 

This Stearman biplane owned by Paul Fries of Buffalo Grove will be one of the antique planes 
making a return this weekend to Palwaukee Municipal Airport's annual open house. 

• 

  

Greenhill's P-51 Mustang, lesson. 
built in 1944 by Gruman Goose, Airways Flight Services, 
is a two-engine seat plane pro- American Flyers, The Flight 
duced for the U.S. Coast Guard. 

It whizzes through the sky at 

Continued from Page 1 

training pilots as close as the 
Navy facility in Glenview. 

"But after the war, they were 
sold and used primarily by crop 
dusters," Fries said. "But they're 
wonderfill planes. They were in 
the Chicago air show. They do a 
great aerobatics show." 

Aviation amateurs might rec-
ognize the Stearman biplane as 
the type of aircraft that crashed 
during a chase scene in Alfred' 
Hitchcock's movie "North by 
Northwest." 

Showing the Stearman and 
other antique planes fits in with 
one of Paiwaukee's goals of the 
open house, which is to offer an 
educational glance into avia-
tion_ 

"Our yearly open house is an 
opportunity to share what hap- 
pens

with our neighbors, as well as 

aircraft on display," said Jason 
Feldner, an airport spokesman. 

on . daily basis at 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport 

on the past, present and future 
of aviation through the different 

offering a firsthand education  

505 mph and is Greenhill's "hot-
dog plane" — one of about six 
planes he owns that are in vari-
ous stages of restoration. 

In addition to the Mustang, 
Greenhill's 1944 Gruman 
a twin-engine amphibian plane-
that travels on land and water 
also will be displayed at PalWanc 
kee. 

Palwaukee officials also are 
waiting to hear if there will be 
an appearance by an antique 
Boeing B-17 used in the filming 
of "Memplis Belle," a 1990 film 
about the historic bomber 
plane. 

The famed Memphis Belle B-
17 Flying Fortress is known for 
carrying th first crew to return 
from 25 combat missions 
during Wor d War II. 

Visitors to the open house 
interester' in beginning their 
own adve atures in flight can 
visit reprE sentatives from the 
airport's flight schools for a $49  

o's workers aren't 
be working until 9 

because village 
e Construction to 
daily, officials-told 
ceived a previous 
t was supposed to 

earlier phase of 

how date Pighini 
extend the bang  

e late hours," 
Argiris said, "Get 

one. You guys are 
n you're not. YOU  

tion and I get the calls coming 
to me," Dorband told Pighini. "I 
have a suggestion for you: why 
don't I come to your house and 
stand over your bed and bang 
pots and pans?" 

Now, every time Wheeling 
police have to respond to a vio-
lation, they'll issue a citation, 
Trustee Bob Heer told the 
Greco representative. 

"And it's not just if they get a, 
call,'"Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
said. "If otu !4-!lice go by there 
and see a kriGliiliok, there 
should he a 

Center, Flight World, Palwaukee 
Wings and Windy City Flyers 
will be on hand. 
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Thousands pack Palwau 

Fly into airplanes' past 

BY EILEEN 0. DADAY 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

The P-51 Mustang that made 
its name in World War II flying 
missions over the skies of 
Europe and in the Pacific drew 
enthusiasts of all ages Saturday 
at the Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port open house. 

Organizers of the ninth 
annual open house say the mix 
of private, corporate and vin-
tage planes on display helped to 
draw record attendance, esti-
mated at more than 5,000 
people. 

But it was youngsters who 

Palwaukee 
Hitchcock's movie "North by 
Northwest." 

Showing the Stearman and 
other antique planes fits in with 
one of Palwaukee's goals of the 
open house, which is to offer an 
educational glance into avia-
tion: • 

featly open house is an 
opportunity to share what hap-
pens on a daily basis at 
Paiwaukee Municipal Airport 
with our neighbors, as well as 
offering a firsthand education 
on the past, present and future 
of aviation through the different 
aircraft on display," said Jason 
Feldner, an airport spokesman.  

received the real treat: a chant 
to climb in the cockpit of th 
Mustang fighter plane. The 
also got to see 30 more aircra 
on display. 

Owner Chuck Greenhill 4 
Mettawa was one of several pi 
vate owners who flew in 1 
participate. He enjoyed descril 
ing the 1940 aircraft product 
by North American Aviation, 
he helped children opera 
some of the controls. 

"The kids get such a kick o 
of it, climbing in a real fight 
airplane," said Greenhill, wl 
had his antique Stearman b 
plane parked next to the P-51. 

kee. 
Palwaukee officials also are 

waiting to hear if there will be 
an appearance by an antique 
Boeing B-17 used in the filming 
of "Memphis Belle," a 1990 film -
about the historic bomber 
plane. 

The famed Memphis Belle B-
17 Flying Fortress is known for 
carrying th.. first crew to return 
from 25 combat missions 
during Wor d War II. 

Visitors to the open house 
interestec in beginning their 
own adve ltures in flight can 
visit reprcsentatives from the 
airport's flignt schools for a $49 

Planes: Rides a 
'popular attraction 
for the children 
Continued from Page 1 

uous loop of the airport. 
Stops included a display of 

the traffic helicopters set up 
near the airport's service 
center, a display of corporate 
jets in front of Signature Flight 
Support, and the Experimental 
Aircraft Association's Young 
Eagles program, offering chil-
dren a chance to experience 
their first flight. 

More than 250 children pre-
registered for the rides, with 
another 100 on the waiting list, 
said Peggy Cooney, open house 
coordinator. 

"This is a chance for us to 
welcome our neighbors to 
come in and see the airport on 
a one-to-one basis," said 
spokesman Jason Feldner, 
"rather than just driving by it all 
the time." 
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Wheeling gets tough on 
roadwork early, late in day 
BY CASS ClIATT 

Daily Hanle! Staff Waiter7—c7 741 2, 
Wheeling is 'fed up with the 

contractors working on Route 
83. 

Village trustees Monday put 
a representative from Greco 
Construction Co. on notice that 
workers will be cited if they're 
caught working too late or too 
early, disturbing residents. 

No more warnings. 
The Illinois Department of 

Transportation has contracted 
with Greco Construction for an 
estimated $9 million project to 
widen Route 83 fromDundee 
Road to Lake-Cook Road. The 
work is supposed to be done by 
October, but the project has 
met with several delays. 

Ron Pighini of Gteco Con-' 
struction appeared before 
trustees Monday to ask the vil-
lage for a five-day suspension 
of a ban that limits the hours 
the company can work on the 
road. 

Pighini asked if the village  

would be' willing to extend an 
evening ban from the supposed 
9 p.m. to midnight, or even as 
late as 2 a.m. "to avoid delaying - 
the project." 

Pighini didn't expect the 
angry response he got from 
trustees. 

Absolutely not, said Village 
'President Greg Klatecki, 
because residents neighboring 
that area will flood the.village 
with phone calls, "and they 
vote for us, you don't." 

Also, Greco's workers aren't,  
supposed to be working until 9 
p.m. anyway, because village 
codes require Constniction.to 
end at 7 p.m. daily, officials-told 
Pighini. He received a previous 
extension that was supposed to 
cover only an earlier phase of 
the project. 

And lastly, how dare Pighini 
even ask to extend the ban, 
they told him. 

"Forget the late hours," 
Trustee Dean Argiris said, "Get 
the project done. You guys are 
there and then you're not. You  

guy's are like the Phantom." 
Pam Dorband, president of 

the Brookvale Townhome Con-, 
dOtriinium Association, railed' 
against Greco for "invariably 
violating the rules." 
. Workers begin construction 
befule limit, some- 
times at 6 a.m. in an area with 
small children, Dorband said.-
They wait for a complaining 
resident to leave and then 
resume work, she said. 

"I'm president of my associa-
tion and I get the calls coming 
to me," Dorband told Pighini. "I 
have a suggestion for you: why 
don't I come to your house and 
stand over your bed and bang 
ppts and pans?" 

Now, every time Wheeling 
police have to respond to a vio-
lation, they'll issue a citation, 
Trustee Bob (leer told the 
Greco representative. 

'And it's not just if they get a 
call,-"'"II-ustee Trevor Lehmann 
said. "If niti go by there 
and see a it l< bolt, there 
thpuld he a 



Wheeling could enact 
tough smoking ban 
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Vheeling 
t the unexpected warning. 
Craig Mitchell, IDOT's area 
gional construction supervi-
1r, explained that workers 
ust pour concrete and use a 
pe of circular saw to cut it, just 
it sets, to avoid cracks. 
If the cutting isn't done 
Addy — whether it's at 7 p.m. 
:30 p.m., or even 2 a.m. — the 
increte has to be replaced. 
"People expressed concerns 

See ROADWORK on PAGE al 
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lemn ceremony at 8 a.m. next 
IL 
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c Greg Klatecki at the flagpole in 
viii be lowered to half-staff while 

sign an official memorial 
public to Ole ceremony dur-

ularly scheduled meeting on 

Wheeling 
trustee says 
teamwork 
is needed 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 9.. / -42 

One Wheeling trustee wants to 
use an agreement between 
Wheeling and Long Grove fire-
fighters to send a message to 
Long Grove about cooperation. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann wants 
Long Grove to reconsider spend-
ing $50,000 to oppose a Buffalo 
Creek Reservoir project meant to 
control Des Plaines River flood-
ing in Wheeling and other towns. 

However, others on the Wheel-
ing board question if politics has 
a place in the firefighting agree-
ment. It was with safety in mind 
that Wheeling Aug. 25 approved 
an agreement with the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District, 
most trustees said. The agree-
ment calls on rescue workers 
from both ripnartmenta to jo JOUJO3 all Jean WOQ '4Ed quplaWW3 
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Judy FidkowskifFbr Pioneer Press 

Bill Steffenhagen of Grayslake talks to Gervase Brown of Wheeling about the PT17 airplane that 
Steffenhagen is helping display during the open house at Paiwaukee Airport. Brown flew a PT17 
in 1943 during World War IL 

waukee to Northerly Island, where the fair was 
being held. 

Paiwaukee was also a training ground for pi-
lots during World War II. Many private pilots 
from the area volunteered their time and their 
planes to teach the recruits the basics of flying 
before they went off for more rigorous training. 

Haupt said the earliest indication of Palwau-
kee's beginning as an airport is in the mid-1920s, 
but few know how long airplanes have actually 
flown from the area when most of Wheeling was 
farmland. Haupt said he has so far been able to 
gather airport-related materials that date back to 
1930. 

Rob Mark, PACE coordinator, said the council 
is excited about the project, mainly because it's 
so much fun to look at how the airport has 
changed — and how much hasn't. A few original 
buildings are still standing, including a hangar 
on the east side of the airport. 

"We dug up a photo with a biplane in front of 
that hangar," Mark said. "You look out there now, 
and there's a Gulfstream (corporate jet) sitting in 
front of it." 

Mark said others are excited about the project, 
too. The council plans to show the finished work 
in various public places in Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights, including the libraries, lobbies 
of village halls and in some airport buildings. It 
will also travel to the public schools. PACE 
showed off part of the project during Palwau-
kee's open house Saturday. Council members 
are not sure when the finished project will be 
ready for viewing. 

"We're already taking reservations (for the 
traveling display) well into next year," Mark said. 
"We never envisioned something like this would 
happen, which is pretty cool. It's really taken on 
a life of its own." 

Haupt said anyone with Palwaukee memora-
bilia who wishes to donate it to the project should 
contact him at (847)297-2020 or send an e-mail to 
airporthist@nahoo.corn.  

aecr. IDOrlaiew they were exempt, - 
That kind of restriction on they should have let us know"  

Group chronicling 
Palwaukee's progress 

xus_ ,R„o3 
BY CASEY MOFFIIT 

STAFF WR TER 

The Paiwaukee Airport Community Engage-
ment Council is seeking help in putting together 
a comprehensive chronicle about how the airport 
has evolved. 

PACE members are looking for any photo-
graphs, memorabilia or even film footage of air-
port operations and its history. The council hopes 
to display the items publicly when the project is 
completed. 

"It's part of the educational process that we're 
trying to present to the community," said Jason 
Feldner, PACE assistant coordinator. "It has a 
community focus, too, showing how the com-
munity and Paiwaukee have developed to-
gether." 

Council member Michael Haupt has taken 
the lead in gathering information and memora-
bilia for the project. Haupt said he has always 
had an interest in history, and his schedule was 
the most flexible of the group's, allowing him to 
do a lot of the research. 

Haupt said his efforts have proved fruitful so 
far. He has received help from people around the 
airport and the Wheeling Historical Society, and 
he has been gathering information by looking 
through microfilm files of old newspapers. 

"There's a lot of people who have stuff," 
Haupt said. `They just don't know who's inter-
ested in the information." 

Haupt said he has come into contact with 
plenty of old pilots, flying instructors and avia-
tion authors, all of whom have things to con-
tribute to the project. A man who ran a flying 
school at Paiwaukee in the 1940s and early 1950s 
was able to provide photos and film footage. 

Haupt said he has also learned a lot of inter-
esting things about the airport in his research. 
Paiwaukee, he said, once had a blimp hangar in 
the 1930s that was built before the Century of 
Progress World's Pair held in Chicago in 1933. 
The blimp was used to ferry people from Pal- 

Villages approve mutual aid agreement 
The Wheeling and Long Grove fire departments have 

signed a mutual aid agreement that will send fire per-
sonnel and equipment during certain fires in each vil-
lage. , 

;The Long Grove Fire Protection District has agreed to 
send an ambulance to scenes of actual fires in the west 
and.northwest neighborhoods of Wheeling. That would 
put two ambulances at the scene to assist residents and 
firefighters at the fire. 

The Wheeling Fire Department has agreed to send an 
engine to Long Grove when that department needs as- 
sistance with fires. af. r?. 



operations where we might 
have to do some late-night 
activities," Kulm said. 

The village put an IDOT con-
tractor on notice Monday that 
there won't be any more warn-
ings if workers on Route 83 are 
found working before 8 a.m. or 
after 7 p.m. 

Police would write tickets. 
Greco Construction Co. was 

appearing before the board to 
ask to work as late as 2 a.m. on 
noisy concrete_ cutting when it 

got the unexpected warning. 
Craig Mitchell, IDOT's area 

regional construction supervi-
sor, explained that workers 
must pour concrete and use a 
type of circular saw to cut it, just 
as it sets, to avoid cracks. 

If the cutting isn't done 
quickly — whether it's at 7 p.m. 
11:30 p.m., or even 2 a.m. — the 
concrete has to be replaced. 

"People expressed concerns 

See ROADWORK on PAGE 4 

Village to commemorate 9/11 7 o 

Village off cials plan to remember the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001, with a small, solemn ceremony at 8 a.m. next 
Thursday in front of Village Hall. 

The public is invited to attend the service, which is sched- 
uled to include words from the chaplains of the- Wheeling po-
lice and fire departments and a wreath-laying ceremony to be 
performed by Village President Greg Klatecki at the flagpole in 
front of Village Hall. The flag will be lowered to half-staff while 
'ips" is played. 

Klatecki is expected to sign an official memorial 
prochiniation and invite the public to the ceremony dur-
il ig the Village Board's regularly scheduled meeting on 
Sept. 8.  
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Wheeling could enact 
tough smoking ban 
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Noisy roadwork causes discord in Wheeling 
Now that the work is pro-

gressing toward its Oct. 31 
completion date, IDOT main-
tains the state agency and its 
contractors don't have to abide 
byWheeling's noise ban. 

"The legalities of it are that 
IDOT is not controlled by local 
noise ordinances," spokesman 
Steve Kulm said. 

"Our legal department is 
going to talk to Wheeling to 
work out any confusion because 
there are just some construction _ - 

contractors is fairly common," 
he said. "We'll have to consult 
with legal counsel to see if 
there's anything we can do." 

IDOT plans its first late-night 
concrete cutting Sept. 8. Work-
ers expect to do it four more 
times over the next four weeks. 

Douthwaite acknowledged 
IDOT's argument that five 
nights of late-night work even-
tually will leave Wheeling 
residents with a new road, side-
walks, curbs and gutters. 

"The greater good notwith-
standing, I believe there is some 
obligation for them to honor 
the rules that were established 
at the time of the contract," 
Douthwaite said. "If Greco or 
IDOT knew they were exempt, 
they should have let us know." - 

Wheeling 
trustee says 
teamwork 
is needed 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 9_ / -42 

One Wheeling trustee wants to 
use an agreement between 
Wheeling and Long Grove fire-
fighters to send a message to 
Long Grove about cooperation. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann wants 
Long Grove to reconsider spend-
ing $50,000 to oppose a Buffalo 
Creek Reservoir project meant to 
control Des Plaines River flood-
ing in Wheeling and other towns. 

However, others on the Wheel-
ing board question if politics has 
a place in the firefighting agree-
ment. It was with safety in mind 
that Wheeling Aug. 25 approved 
an agreement with the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District, 
most trustees said. The agree-
ment calls on rescue workers 
from both departments to 
respond to emergencies near 
their jurisdictional boundaries. 
After Lehmann joined the unani-
mous vote for the agreement, he 
said Wheeling fire Chief Keith 
Maclsaac should impress upon 
the Long Grove fire department 
"a spirit of cooperation." 

"I just wouldn't want to get into 
politics over public safety," 
Trustee Bob Heer said. 

Lehmann said he agrees, but 
disaster takes forms other than 
fires. 

And that is flooding," he said. 
Village President Greg Klatecki 

pointed out that the fire district 
and the village in Long Grove are 
separate governing bodies. 

It's something Wheeling offi-
cials often explain to residents 
who might come to the village 
board with complaints about 
parks fees handled by the park 
district, or complaints about 
crowding in schools managed by 
Wheeling Township Elementary 
District 21. The village of Long 
Grove has declared opposition to 
the Lake County Forest Preserve's 
$10 million reservoir project. The 
village says it would degrade a 
preserve Long Grove contributed 
$15,000 to buy to reforest. The 
Long Grove Fire District doesn't 
have oversight of the forest pre-
serve. However, Lehmann 
insisted that — for Long Grove —
what's important is that the fire 
district and village board serve 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

I - 
Wheeling has another think 

coming if it thinks it can write 
tickets to Route 83 road workers 
who disobey noise laws. 

Officials at the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation say they 
were just being good neighbors 
when they initially agreed to 
stick to a Wheeling law limiting 
late-night working hours while 
widening Route 83. 

Continued Rye I 
3 — 0,3 

about getting us out of here," 
Mitchell said of residents' fre-
quent complaints. "Having to 
do replacing only makes delays 
and puts us out here longer." 

Wheeling Village Manager 
Wally Douthwaite said IDOT's 
contractors should have made it 
clear they didn't intend to abide 
by Wheeling's laws. Instead, 
workers flout the rules by stop-
ping after police arrive, and 
then resuming after police 
leave, he said. 

IDOT and Greco Construc-
tion "implicitly agreed" to the 
noise condition set out in the 
Route 83 contract, Douthwaite 
added. 

"That kind of restriction on 

Villages approve mutual aid agreement 
The Wheeling and Long Grove fire departments have 

signed a mutual aid agreement that will send fire per-
sonnel and equipment during certain fires in each vil-
lage. 

,The Long Grove Fire Protection District has agreed to 
send an ambulance to scenes of actual fires in the west 
and northwest neighborhoods of Wheeling. That would 
put two ambulances at the scene to assist residents and 
firefighters at the fire. 

The Wheeling Fire Department has agreed to send an 
engine to Long Grove when that department needs as-
sistaRce with fires. ?  

• 
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Noisy roadwork causes discord in Wheeling 
Now that the work is pro-

gressing toward its Oct. 31 
completion date, IDOT main-
tains the state agency and its 
contractors don't have to abide 
byWheeling's noise ban. 

"The legalities of it are that 
IDOT is not controlled by local 
noise ordinances," spokesman 
Steve Kulm said. 

"Our legal department is 
going to talk to Wheeling to 
work out any confusion because 
there are just some construction 

operations where we might 
have to do some late-night 
activities," Kulm said. 

The village put an IDOT con-
tractor on notice Monday that 
there won't be any more warn-
ings if workers on Route 83 are 
found working before 8 a.m. or 
after 7 p.m. 

Police would write tickets. 
Greco Construction Co. was 

appearing before the board to 
ask to work as late as 2 a.m. on 
noisy concrete cutting when it 

got the unexpected warning. 
Craig Mitchell, IDOT's area 

regional construction supervi-
sor, explained that workers 
must pour concrete and use a 
type of circular saw to cut it, just 
as it sets, to avoid cracks. 

If the cutting isn't done 
quickly — whether it's at 7 p.m. 
11:30 p.m., or even 2 a.m. — the 
concrete has to be replaced. 

"People expressed concerns 

See ROADWORK on PAGE 4 

Villages approve mutual aid agreement 
The Wheeling and Long Grove fire departments have 

signed a mutual aid agreement that will send fire per-
sonnel and equipment during certain fires in each vil-
lage.. 

,Thee Long Grove Fire Protection District has agreed to 
send an ambulance to scenes of actual fires in the west 
and, northwest neighborhoods of Wheeling. That would 
put two ambulances at the scene to assist residents and 
firefighters at the fire. 

The Wheeling Fire Department has agreed to send an 
engine to Long Grove when that department needs as-
sistance with fires. r.e _ - 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling has another think 
coming if it thinks it can write 
tickets to Route 83 road workers 
who disobey noise laws. 

Officials at the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation say they 
were just being good neighbors 
when they initially agreed to 
stick to a Wheeling law limiting 
late-night working hours while 
widening Route 83. 

Continued Rage 
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about getting us out of here," 
Mitchell said of residents' fre-
quent complaints. "Having to 
do replacing only makes delays 
and puts us out here longer." 

Wheeling Village Manager 
Wally Douthwaite said IDOT's 
contractors should have made it 
clear they didn't intend to abide 
by Wheeling's laws. Instead, 
workers flout the rules by stop-
ping after police arrive, and 
then resuming after police 
leave, he said. 

IDOT and Greco Construc-
tion "implicitly agreed" to the 
noise condition set out in the 
Route 83 contract, Douthwaite 
added. 

"That kind of restriction on 
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contractors is fairly common," 
he said. "We'll have to consult 
with legal counsel to see if 
there's anything we can do." 

IDOT plans its first late-night 
concrete cutting Sept. 8. Work-
ers expect to do it four more 
times over the next four weeks. 

Douthwaite acknowledged 
IDOT's argument that five 
nights of late-night work even-
tually will leave Wheeling 
residents with a new road, side-
walks, curbs and gutters. 

"The greater good notwith-
standing, I believe there is some 
obligation for them to honor 
the rules that were established 
at the time of the contract," 
Douthwaite said. "If Greco or 
IDOT knew they were exempt, 
they should have let us know." 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Water 9 .. -4)2 

One Wheeling trustee wants to 
use an agreement between 
Wheeling and Long Grove fire-
fighters to send a message to 
Long Grove about cooperation. 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann wants 
Long Grove to reconsider spend-
ing $50,000 to oppose a Buffalo 
Creek Reservoir project meant to 
control Des Plaines River flood-
ing in Wheeling and other towns. 

However, others on the Wheel-
ing board question if politics has 
a place in the firefighting agree- 
ment. It was with safety in mind 
that Wheeling Aug. 25 approved 
an agreement with the Long 
Grove Fire Protection District, 
most trustees said. The agree-
ment calls on rescue workers 
from both departments to 
respond to emergencies near 
their jurisdictional boundaries. 
After Lehmann joined the unani-
mous vote for the agreement, he 
said Wheeling fire Chief Keith 
MacIsaac should impress upon 
the Long Grove fire department 
"a spirit of cooperation." 

"I just wouldn't want to get into 
politics over public safety," 
Trustee Bob Heer said. 

Lehmann said he agrees, but 
disaster takes forms other than 
fires. 

'And that is flooding," he said. 
Village President Greg Klatecld 

pointed out that the fire district 
and the village in Long Grove are 
separate governing bodies. 

It's something Wheeling offi-
cials often explain to residents 
who might come to the village 
board with complaints about 
parks fees handled by the park 
district, or complaints about 
crowding in schools managed by 
Wheeling Township Elementary 
District 21. The village of Long 
Grove has declared opposition to 
the Lake County Forest Preserve's 
$10 million reservoir project The 
village says it would degrade a 
preserve Long Grove contributed 
$15,000 to buy to reforest. The 
Long Grove Fire District doesn't 
have oversight of the forest pre-
serve. However, Lehmann 
insisted that — for Long Grove —
what's important is that the fire 
district and village board serve 
the same town. 

"Just like in Prospect Heights, 
the fire district serves the same 
community," Lehmann said. 
"The (Wheeling) chief can give 
Long Grove the message." 

Village to commemorate 9/11 7- 1.) o 

Village officials plan to remember the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001, with a small, solemn ceremony at 8 a.m. next 
Thursday in front of Village Hall. 

The 'public is invited to attend the service, which is sched- 
uled to include words from the chaplains of the' Wheeling po-
lice and fire departments and a wreath-laying ceremony to be 
performed by Village President Greg Klatecki at the flagpole in 
front of Village Hall. The flag will be lowered to half-staff while 
lbps" isiplayed. 

Klatt-du is expected to sign an official memorial 
proclamation and invite the public to ti te ceremony dur-
ing the Village Board's regularly scheduled meeting on 
Sept.. 8. 
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Village takeover 
The Village Board has defied loputhase or condemn the former Wonder 
Bread property and has similar irdenions 'or Ihe Wedgessood Rift 
Center, the vacant lot to the sail and MA Ado Sales. The board is 
seeking to create one development on al bur palcels. 

Lake-Cook Road 

Census could help 
pay for annexation 
wheeling leaders considering special count 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 01 2  

The promise of $185,000 a 
year in tax revenue has Wheel-
ing taking another look at a 
controversial annexation plan. 

The village board today will 
discuss the on-again, off-again 
proposal to clean up blight and 
improve Wheeling's housing 
stock by taking over seven unin-
corporated areas. 

,To do it, trustees will consider 
a special census that would 
allow the village to collect more 
than $185,000 in state income 
tax and other revenue from 
annexed residents, Village Man-
ager Wally Douthwaite said. 

The hope is that the village 
could use the money to offset 
the costs of serving newly 

find a way to make it affordable. 
Wheeling is considering 

taking over two residential 
areas west of Route 83; an area 
of smaller homes and busi-
nesses south of Hintz Road, 
west of Wolf Road; the Plum 
Creek and Hunt Club condo-
miniums and apartments east 
of Milwaukee Avenue; and 
industrial areas along Milwau-
kee Avenue. 

Douthwaite said Wheeling's 
finance director has estimated 
a special census for annexing 
the proposed apartments and 
condominiums alone would 
bring the $185,000 to the vil- 

annexed residents. 
"If we annex these parcels, we 

get state revenues based on our 
population," Douthwaite said. 
"Because the regular census 
wouldn't be done until 2010, we 
could take advantage of this 
new population by paying to do 
a special census." 

A split board had previously 
abandoned the annexation 
plan, saying it would cost the 
village more than $5 million to 
supply water, sewer, police, fire 
and inspection services to new 
areas. 

Trustees revived the plan in 
late June as part of a goal-set-
ting session geared toward 
improving the village's image. 
They directed village staff to 

See CENSUS on PAGE 6 

"If we didn't do a special 
census, we'd make about 
$56,000 a year more," Douth-
waite said. "So we're telling 
trustees it may well behoove us 
to do it." 

The extra money would help 
pay for the additional rental 
inspector and three additional 
police Wheeling would need to 
serve the annexed area. 

"The other component is 
infrastructure," Douthwaite 
said. "If we were to go in there 
immediately and get every-
thing up to snuff — sewers, 
storm drainage, bring the 
streets up to par, landscaping 
— there would be significant 

(,) 

() CL) 

4-4 
tm1.4  

ived in June 
costs. But our attorney has 
advised us we're under no legal 
obligation to do that." 

Residents have lived without 
the amenities until now, 
Douthwaite said. 

If they decided they wanted 
them, Wheeling could create a 
special service area to limit the 
costs of new amenities to the 
residents benefiting from 
them. 

"But it's very expensive,"  
Douthwaite said. 

"I ran the numbers, and it's 
probably $45,000 per house." 

Trustees will explore all of the 
options at their meeting 7:30 
p.m. today at village hall, 255W. 
Dundee Road. 
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Village driving toward land purchase 
Acquisition of four parcels could pave way for large retail center on north side 

Z-1 • ° _ 3 
BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Village Board wants to acquire 
four properties near the intersection of Milwau-
kee Avenue and Lake-Cook Road for a large-
scale redevelopment of the area. 

Trustees agreed to purchase or condemn one 
of the parcels, the former Wonder Bread outlet 
store, at an Aug. 25 meeting. They said they are 
willing to condemn the property at 597 N. Mil-

waukee Ave. if the property owner and the vil-
lage cannot reach agreement on a sale price. 

Village President Greg Klatecki said the 
board is also looking to acquire the vacant lot 
north of the Wonder Bread property, the Wedge-
wood Riding Center and AAA Auto Sales, just 
south of the Wonder Bread parcel. 

Klatecki said the board's goal is to put all four 
parcels together for one major development 

The Wonder Bread property is owned by Tan- 

tillo Homes, which has been trying to get ap-
proval for a condominium project for that parcel 
and the vacant lot to the north for nearly two 
years. Tantillo architects have drawn and re- 
drawn their development plans a few times, 
none of which have impressed the Plan Com-
mission. 

Ilintillo purchased the Wonder Bread prop-
erty June 16 for $225,000. 

"We want to go in a different direction than 
(Thntillo)," Klatecki said. "That's unanimous 
with the board" 

The four properties are part of a new tax in-
crement financing district the board created in 
R-bruary. The village will use money generated 
from the TIF district to pay for the purchase of 
the land 

William Hein, working as a consultant for 
Tantillo, said the board should offer direction to 
the developer instead of trying to tackle the proj-
ect itself 

(Continued on page 11) Pioneer Press I chc 

become a reality, and if th
ldO  
at's 

the direction (the board) wants 
to take, then I'm not going to 
fight it." 

Source Village at Wheeling 

rrii , the firm's 
president, said he would not 
stand in the village's way of ac-
quiring the stables. 
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pay for annexation 
Wheeling leaders considering special count 
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They directed village staff toULABLE AT 
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census, we'd make about 
$56,000 a year more," Douth-
waite said. "So we're telling 
trustees it may well behoove us 
to do it." 

The extra money would help 
pay for the additional rental 
inspector and three additional 
police Wheeling would need to 
serve the annexed area. 

"The other component is 
infrastructure," Douthwaite 
said. "If we were to go in there 
immediately and get every-
thing up to snuff — sewers, 
storm drainage, bring the 
streets up to par, landscaping 
— there would be significant 
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annexed residents. 
"If we annex these parcels, we 

get state revenues based on our 
population," Douthwaite said. 
"Because the regular census 
wouldn't be done until 2010, we 
could take advantage of this 
new population by paying to do 
a special census." 

A split board had previously 
abandoned the annexation 
plan, saying it would cost the 
village more than $5 million to 
supply water, sewer, police, fire 
and inspection services to new 
areas. 

Trustees revived the plan in 
late June as part of a goal-set-
ting session geared toward 
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BY CASS CLIATT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 01 2- e  

The promise of $185,000 a 
year in tax revenue has Wheel-
ing taking another look at a 
controversial annexation plan. 

The village board today will 
discuss the on-again, off-again 
proposal to clean up blight and 
improve Wheeling's housing 
stock by taking over seven unin-
corporated areas. 

iTo do it, trustees will consider 
a.special census that would 
allow the village to collect more 
than $185,000 in state income 
tax and other revenue from 
annexed residents, Village Man-
ager Wally Douthwaite said. 

The hope is that the village 
could use the money to offset 
the costs of serving newly 

find a way to make it affordable. 
Wheeling is considering 

taking over two residential 
areas west of Route 83; an area 
of smaller homes and busi-
nesses south of Hintz Road, 
west of Wolf Road; the Plum 
Creek and Hunt Club condo-
miniums and apartments east 
of Milwaukee Avenue; and 
industrial areas along Milwau-
kee Avenue. 

Douthwaite said Wheeling's 
finance director has estimated 
a special census for annexing 
the proposed apartments and 
condominiums alone would 
bring the $185,000 to the vil- 
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• Land Continued from page 5 

"TIF money is designed to 
be used when you cannot de-
velop, or need help to develop 
a blighted area," Hein told the 
board at its Aug. 25 meeting. 
"That is not the situation here. 
There are people with the 
money, the will and the knowl-
edge to do it." 

Hein suggested the board 
should save its money and tell 
Tantillo what it would like to 
see at that location, one of the 
most highly traveled intersec-
tions in the village. 

"We can make it a wonderful 
project," he said. 'We don't. 
need your condemnation. We 
need your cooperation" 

Tantillo is scheduled to ap-
peal.  before the Plan Commis-
sion Sept. 25, when it intends to 
unveil a new proposal for the 
area. Hein would not go into  
detail on the, new plans, but he 
indicated it would have a more 
distinct retail aspect. 

Smith Family Construction 
has a contract pending to pur-
chase the Wedgewood Riding 
Center. Mark Smith, the fern's 
president, said he would not 
stand in the village's way of ac- t 
0 I I • a 

"It should be a high-end re-
tail center with a restaurant or 

, an entertainment venue," 
Smith said. "If it's going to be 
anything like that, I'd be happy 
to help make it a reality" 

Smith said he was not sur-
prised to hear the board wants 
to combine the parcels into one 
development package. 
Trustees at one point asked 
Smith and Tantillo representa-
tives to try to make both devel-
opments compatible, but talks 
between the two broke down. 

"I think what the village is 
saying is that there are too 
many entities at work here," 
Smith said. 

Smith said he would only 
support the Village Board if its 
intentions are to build a retail 
center at the intersection. 
Smith said the location is per-
fect for a retail center, consider-
ing the traffic count there is 
close to 80,000 cars a day. 

"It would fill a void we need 
in this town," he said. "It would 
be a great thing. I hope it can 
become a reality, and if that's 
the direction (the board) wants 
o take, then I'm not going to 
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 extinguishes anti-smoking proposal 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Fueled by trustees' anger and 
indignation, Wheeling's pro-
posed smoking ban went up in 
flames Tuesday. 

The Wheeling village board 
issued an order for the Wheeling 
Health Board to cease and 
desist its efforts to draft the 
strictest anti-smoking measure 
in the state. 

Meeting for the first time 

Continued from Ftige 1 

said. "But why are we punish-
ing ourselves?" 

The proposed ban appealed 
to some nonsmokers who com-
plained that "smoke eater" 
ventilation systems in bars 
simply redirect smoke. 

Kevin Roberts, a non-smok-
ing bar patron at Bob Chinn's 

since learning of the ban pro-
posal, trustees also said there 
will be no public hearing Sept. 
23 to discuss the issue because 
whoever came up with the idea 
"needs a lesson in common 
sense and accountability" 

"During these hard economic 
times, to put restrictions like 
that on our restaurants and 
expect this village to police 

Crabhouse, said even the sepa-
ration of smoking areas has its 
disadvantages. 

"The smokers have a table in 
the restaurant, and then they 
come in here to smoke, and I 
don't like that," said Roberts of 
Northbrook. 

"Let them ban it." 
Still, Wheeling trustees think 

restaurants do a sufficient job 

anyone who's 25 feet away from 
an entrance or ventilation 
system, that's ridiculous," 
Trustee Dean Argiris said. 

The volunteer health board 
last week began preparing a 
final draft of a local law that 
would have banned smoking in 
all Wheeling restaurants, bars, 
public places, village vehicles 
and within 25 feet of the 

of monitoring the needs of 
their patrons, they said. The vil-
lage board voted unanimously 
to block the ban. 

"The truth is, money makes 
the world go round," Klatecki 
said. 

Neither Wheeling's health 
officer nor members of the 
seven-person health board 
attended Tuesday's meeting. 

entrance or ventilation systems 
of such places. 

The health board planned to 
review the final draft at its 
public meeting Sept. 23 before 
sending it to the village attorney 
and then to trustees. 

ustees said Tuesday they 
were shocked to learn from the 
newspaper, radio and even 
national TV news last week that 

the health board would research 
and move toward a final draft 
without consulting village offi-
cials. 

"I already heard comments 
on Thursday and Friday and 
Saturday of people saying, 'Now 
I can't go to this Wheeling 
restaurant, or that restaurant,' " 
Trustee Judy Abruscato said. 
"We have to stop this." 

Some eateries on Wheeling's  
famed Restaurant Row hac 
pledged to fight the ban, sayini 
it would send their business tc 
neighboring towns. 

Trustees agreed, asking whi 
Wheeling would jeopardize th 
Restaurant Row attraction tha 
helps give the village its identity 

"It would be different if thi 
were a state or a regional effort 
Village President Greg Klatecl 

See SMOKE on P 

Trustees miffed by health board's attempt to ban cigarettes at restaurants 
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Chief: Hermes responsible for behind-the-scenes work 
34,0 

• 
Rockin" With the COps; the 
PACT camp each year, by using 

shift, if you didn't have three or the media, it educates people 
four bar fights along Milwau- that we're not just responsive, 
kee Avenue each night, it was a 
slow night," Hermes said. 

He said police departments 
are now more community ori-
ented than they used to 

• "You didn't see things like the 
Rockin' With the Cops, Citizeni 
on Patrol and the Neighbor-

- hood Watch groups," Hermes 
said. 

• . "There's more interaction 
with the police department and 
people getting involved." 

Much of that is thanks to 
Hermes, his colleagues say. 

Part of Hermes' job was to kept the department running 
reach out to Lie 'smoothly,-officials said. 
let. hem know that teens could . Commander John Stone, 
spend an evening of food and _who worked for Hermes for 15 
garnesatRockiri,With-the Cops . years; said one thing most 
to lean; 41c4polite cidiJecple. people don't know about 

The gorsi was to show youths Hermes is he had a tremen-
ib fir &an approach officers with dotislienke of fairness: 
their problems, rather than He would look to keep the 
facing the Fozer::.ial of a later department and the village in 
run-in With police for a crime. mind first before making deci- 

" j is = :: the sions," Stone said. 

Cominander Jim Kuzynowslci 
of the investigations unit added 
that Hermes had the foresight 

.to have confidence in his staff;  
"You have to manage, but in 

this career people want to bait 
power to do their jobs-;" said 
Kuzynowski; who worked with 
Hermes for 26 years. - 

"People like to work under 
him, so that's extremely impor-
tant." 

Leaving a legacy 

What makes Hermes most 
proud was his work to make 
the Wheeling Police Depart-
ment one of the first accredited 
forces in the state, he said.4 

"In 1990, I was appointed the 
first accreditation manager for 
the village." Hermes said of the 
process to win recognition for 
nation quality standards. 

"On Nov. 17 of 1990, we 
becanit the 166th accredited 
agency n the nation." 

Herr es has enjoyed his. 
work, bit wants to spend more 
time wilt is family, he said. 

"I'm definitely going to 'miss 
it," he said. "A sense of humor 
and camaraderie on this police 
department existed from Sep-
tember of 1967 when I started, 
to September of 2003 when I'm, 
leaving." 

The police department will 
have a retirement party for 
Herfn-eS at 6:30 p.m. Thursday 
at the Wellington of Arlington, 
2121 S. Arlington Heights Road; 
Arlington Heights. 

Tickets cost $40 per person 
for an open bar, dinner and gift 
and should be purchased by 
Tuesday. 

Send checks payable to 
Wheeling Police Benevolent 
Association, 255 W. Dundee 
Road, Wheeling, IL 60090. 

The retirement event is open 
to the public because Hermes 
had a reputation across the 
suburbs, police said. 

"I know he's extremely 
respected," Kuzynowski said. 
"There's not too many police 
officers in the Northwest sub-
urbs who don't recognize the 
name Hermes." 

we're proactive," Commander 
William Benson said. 

Benson added that Hermes' 
job is important "because he's 
our first line of communica-
tions?' - 

Behind the scenes 

Most Wheeling residents 
might 'not know Hermes if they 
saw him on the street, but his 
work was key in managing the 
police budget, personnel issues 
and a host of other tasks that 
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Hermes wraps up some of his duties with staff secretary Sheila 
Griffith on his last day at the police department. 

 
• 
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Wheeling police's Deputy Chief J. Michael Hermes is all smiles on his last day of a 36-year career in the department. 

Voice of Wheeling police 
Deputy chief retires after 36 years 

se50-1-- 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Every police department 
needs a voice. 

Someone to tell the public 
that police have arrested the 
burglar, the con artist or the rare 
murderer who victimized a 
neighborhood. 

Someone to tell the public 
they can sleep easy at night 
because state grants will help 
with crime-fighting efforts. 

Just someone to let the com- 

e munity know that police are 
more than simply the guys who 
pull cars over to write traffic 
tickets. 

Con For almost 20 years, that voice 
for the Wheeling Police Depart- 
ment was Deputy Chief J. 

fou Michael Hermes. 
A 36-year veteran of the 

si 
kee 

m Wheeling police force, Hermes 
helped pioneer outreach to the 

arej community. He retired last week, 

ent leaving behind a department 
that hopes to continue his work 

4 ermes had a unique ability 
to talk to and get along with the 
media," Police Chief John 
Popadowski said. "He was prob-
ably cutting edge back when 
everybody was debating on 
whether or not to cooperate, 
and what to say and what not to 
say with the press." 

Many police departments two 
decades ago were tight-lipped 
with information, believing 
contact with the media would 
jeopardize investigations, 
Popadowski said. 

Working as the department's 
media relations coordinator, 
Hermes realized that working 
with the media in a careful way 
could help locate witnesses and 
spread the word about danger-
ous suspects. 

"He's kind of developed that 
into an art form," Popadowski 
said about Hermes. "The coop-
eration between the news 
media and the Wheeling Police 
Department has definitely ben-
efited from his expertise." 

Hermes, 61, of Buffalo Grove 
has worked his entire career in 
Wheeling. He served first as a 
patrol officer, working his way 
up to sergeant and finally to 
deputy chief in 1983. 

He remembers the days when  

he patrolled the streets of a 
smaller, blue-collar town. He's 
proud to say Wheeling has 
changed for the better. 

"On a weekend on a midnight 

See CHIEF on PAGE 3 
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DAILY HERALD FILE PHOTO, FEBRUARY 1992 

At the 25-year mark in 1992, Hermes, above, considered all of his 
awards as part of his history of service. At left, Hermes in 1994 

a rri me. -imIdhriyiN 1M1'1° FEBRUARY  1994 shows the media a gun that police confiscated after a gang fight. 
the lions," Stone said. mule uros wno don t recognize the 

time _11 is family, he said. name Hermes." 
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Bill Wildeboer, a volunteer from Valspar Corporation in Wheeling, works on the Arlington Heights 
house. 

Wheeling plans 
• commemoration 

to mark Sept. 11 
- 46- - 

Wheeling will join Americans 
across the country at 8 a.m. 
Thursday in memorializing one 
of the darkest hours in our 
nation's history. 

The Wheeling police and fire 
chaplain will 
deliver a 
memorial 
message 
before a 
wreath-laying 
ceremony to 
recall the hour 
of the Sept. 11 
terrorist 
attacks of 
2001. 

The public is 
invited to 
stand with village officials in 
observing a moment of silence 
as a trumpeter from Wheeling 
High School plays taps. 

Also, in anticipation of the 
memorial, Village President 
Greg Klatecici will sign a "Day of 
Remembrance" proclamation at 
today's board meeting. 

The village intentionally 
planned a low-key memorial to 
underscore,  the solemnity of the 
anniversary, said James Lang, 
Wheeling's public relations 
coordinator. 

"Obviously this is a date that 
is forever etched in America's 
mind, reminiscent of Pearl 
Harbor or Kennedy's assassina-
tion," Lang said in a statement. 
"Each of us who is old enough 
remembers where we were and 
what we were doing when those 
aircraft struck the World Trade 
Center, Pentagon and the field 
in Pennsylvania."' 

The memorial will be in front 
of Wheeling's village hall, 255 W 
Dundee Road. 

- /1 - 
BY EILEEN 0. DADAY 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

The old adage that many 
hands make light work plays out 
every year during the annual 
Paint-A-Thon. 

On Saturday more than 700 
volunteers from all walks of life 
fanned out across the North-
west suburbs to paint 34 homes 
of senior and disabled home-
owners. 

"I've talked to several home-
owners and they're just thrilled 
with the results," said Maureen 
Statland, Paint-A-Thon chair-
woman. "They marvel, as do I, 
at this huge number of people 
who are willing to give of their 
time." 

Teams included volunteers 
from corporations, schools, 
churches, civic groups and teen 
groups, amounting to more 
than 40 in all. Sometimes they 
had to combine just to cover 
one house. 

That was the case with an 
Arlington Heights home. In the 
week leading up to paint day, 
students from Forest View Alter-
native School and Stevenson 
High School came out to prep 
the house for painting, includ-
ing scraping and priming. 

On paint day volunteers came 
together from Valspar Corpora-
tion in Wheeling, the Daily 
Herald, Catholic Charities in 
Arlington Heights, and even two  

Eagle Scout candidates who had 
read about the project in the 
paper and volunteered that day. 

Both C.J. Peterson, aWheeling 
High School sophomore, and 
David Pelon, a Buffalo Grove 
High School sophomore, are 
members of Boy Scout Troop 65, 
sponsored by the Church of  

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
in Arlington Heights. 

"We're both working on our 
Eagle Scout projects, but this 
wasn't tied into that," Pelon 
said. "We just like to help out." 

They painted a two-story 
house, said Carolyn Niemerg, of 
the accounting department of 
Valspar Corporation. 

"It always seems like a huge 
undertaking when we get there 
in the morning," she said, "but  

everyone pulls together and by 
the end of the day we step back 
and say, 'We did it!' " 

Even before they get to paint 
day, a spirit of cooperation pre-
vails. A total of 64 sponsors work 
with Catholic Charities and the 
Volunteer Center of Northwest 
Suburban Chicago to pull off 
the event. 

Catholic Charities processes 

See PAINT on PAGE 2 

Painting with a passion 
Volunteers grab brushes, buckets to help others in community 

Cass Cliatt 
Wheeling 

In news reports, we avoided 
getting too technical about why 
workers have to wait late for the 
concrete to set, but some folks 
want more information. 

"It's a linear production," said ' 
I - Craig Mitchell, IDOT's area con- deputy chief ?-// e,s 

struction supervisor for the 
region. "Once they get one area Village Board honored Michael  
complete, they move further .3(i .years of service with the Pa 
along." ed last Inontli. 

So, workers pour concrete in !e. -,vas 29. 'Ile joined the Po-
one area, wait for it to set, use a I was promoted to the rank of 
circular-saw type of tool to cut 
it, and then move on to the next itecki officially proclaimed 'Ries- 
stretch. Day as an honor to the deputy 

chief's dedication and service to the village. 
Wheeling Police Chief John Popadowski said Hermes will be 

Featly missed. Popadowski said Hermes has been a great re-
source to him and the department. 

"He's been around here ever since I've been here," Popad-

lowSld said. "He's been part of the history of the department." 

Late-night IDOT: So there seems 
to be a recurring question about 
IDOT's plans to work late at 
night on the Route 83 widening 
project. 

To recap if you've missed the 
back-and-forth with the Illinois 
Department of Transportation: 
The village says its laws prohibit 
roadwork between 7 p.m. and 8 
a.m.; IDOT asked to work as late 
as 2 a.m. on noisy concrete cut-
ting near homes for five nights 
while completing the project; 
Wheeling warned that police 
would cite workers; and IDOT 
insists the state agency isn't 
bound by local laws. 

We keep hearing from resi-
dents, "I still don't understand 
why IDOT can't pour the con-
crete during the day." 

According to engineers at the 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation, the pouring isn't the 
problem. 

David Pelon, left, of Wheeling and C.J. Peterson of Buffalo Grove 
were among the volunteers working on an Arlington Heights 
home. Both are working toward their Eagle Scout awards. 

Roger Decilio, a Valspar Corporation volunteer, spent much of his 
Saturday on a ladder working for the Paint-A-Thon. 

Tage zoning oramances or 
other municipal codes. They do 
not pay property taxes to the 
village, and do not receive vil-
lage services. They do, how-
ever, pay property taxes to 
taxing bodies other than the 
village. 

Since they do not conform 
to local codes and ordinances 
in terms of appearance and 
use, trustees say some of the 
properties need to be under vil-
lage control and given access to 
village services in order for 
them to be improved.  

nately resiaenuai: 
Drive, the block created by 
Vera Lane and Edward and 
Russel streets, the. Wolf Run 
Estates subdivision and the 
Plumb Creek and Hunt Club 
multifamily housing areas. 

Officials said the most 
blighted of the unincorporated 
areas is the industrial area of 
Industrial Lane, Sumac Lane 
and Plant Road just north of 
Palvvaukee Municipal Airport. 
Trustees suggested they may 
create a tax increment financ- 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Call (630) 227-0528 to receive 
a free report on the 10 most 
important questions when 
choosing a baseball or softball 
instructional facility, and the 
right questions to ask when 
attending camps for private 
instruction. 

Paint: 
Owners 
had choice 
of colors 
Continued from Page 1 

all of the applications from 
needy homeowners, while the 
Volunteer Center recruits the 
teams of volunteers. Valspar 
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Saturday, Sept( 
10:00 a.m. 
Came 

Call 427-4484; e-mail to 
lzurawski@dailyherald.corn 
or mail to Your Page, 
c/o Luke Zurawski, P.O. Box 280, 
Arlington Heights, IL 60006. 
E-mail photos in JPEG format or 
send original photographs along 
with an SASE; laser prints will 
not be accepted due to poor 
reproduction quality. 
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• Do you feel a spiritual connection when you attend services? 
We Do! 

• Do you love music? 
We have it! Even if you don't think you can sing, 
you'll want to. 

• Intimidated because you don't read Hebrew? 
Not a problem! Our prayer books ore user friendly. 

• Want to feel connected? 
We are p warm, loving group of people who will Welcome you! 

When: Friday - September 12, 2003 at 7:30 PM 
Where: Tripp School - 850 Highland Grove Dr., Buffalo Grove 

For more information: Call the Temple Office - 847-465-0101 / www.shirshalomil.org  

6. ILA/I LE 5HIR SHALOM a _ki)  
A Reform Congregation tjlly 

Prospective Member Shabbat ic  

Come meet our Rabbi, Cantor, and Staff 
Come visit the Congregation where - 

" You Will Never Walk Alone." 

'101,•••••,,M1•0•111•11 

(847) 215-1700 
New Showroom • New Hour 
We Moved To The SE Corner 01 
Dundee Rd. & Milwaukee Ave. 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs 10-8 
Fri Sat 10-5 Closed Sun 



Volunteers sought for bike task force 
The Chicagoland Bicycle Federation and village officials are 

trying to find ways to make the community more friendly to bi-
cyclists and pedestriani by creating a special task force to come 
up with some recommendations. 

The task force is seeldngvolunteers who will be asked to de- 
velop a plan to improve bicycling opportunities and make the 
village safer for pedestrians. The plan will be forwarded to vil- 

lage officials and other governmental entities. 
Similar task forces have been instrumental in creating plans 

foi neighboring Arlington Heights and Northbrook, and or- 
ganizers are hoping br similar results.  

Those interested in volunteering for the task' force should 
onitact Steve Bohne by calling (847)571-6173 or by sending an 
e-mail to sjhoirne@biltetraffic.crrg. - 

Input sought on town center.,  
Village-hired consultants are seeking public input as part of 

their presentation on how Wheeling can „develop „new town 
center around the Metra train station. • 

l• S.B. Friedman and Company, the .Lakota 'GroiiPand Metro 
Transportation Group consultants will unveil what types of re-
development might be appropriate for the area and how the 
streets and roads would connect with the rest of the.  village. 

The consultants were hired after the village received a grant 
from the Regional Transportation Authority to study the area 
for possible redevelopment. Village officials are also trying to 
cm Otte a a tax increment fmancing district in the area to help 
sj it development. The study area includes parts of Dundee 
Road.and Wheeling Road. 

The workshop will be held at 7:30 p.m. Iliesday at the Wheel-
ing' Park District's Community Recreation Center, 333 W 
Dundee Road. 
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BY CASEY MoFunt 
STAFF WRITER 

The chairwoman of Wheeling's 
Board of Health said she will continue to 
push for some kind of smoking ban in 
the village, even though elected officials 
resoundingly rejected an initial pro-
posal that would have imposed the 
strictest smoking rules in the state. 

Jackie Goldberg said the quick ac-
tion by the Village Board to stifle such 
legislation surprised and disappointed 
her. 

"I feel they should give us a chance," 
she said of the board's efforts to propose 
smoking laws. "We were hoping to get 

statistics from other municipalities and 
states with the ban and Show there is no 
decline in business. We were hoping to 
present that to the Village Board, too. 
This is a huge health issue, and we're 
willing to change the draft" 

Trustees shot the proposal down last 
week, citing concerns about the impact 
such laws would have on local busi-
nesses, particularly those on Restaurant 
Row 

"In these economic times, to put this 
kind of a restriction on our restaurants 
is ludicrous," Trustee Dean Argiris said. 
"This is nuts." 

Trustees also expressed their anger 
about not being informed about the pro-
posal before finding out about it 

through the media The Board of 
Health's proposal called for a ban in all 
public places in Wheeling, including its 
restaurants and bars. The proposal also 
included a ban on smoking in village-

' owned vehicles and within 25 feet of a 
building entrance or ventilation system, 
mating it one of the strictest bans in the 
state. 

"I had no knowledge of what was 
going on," Argiris said of the Board of 
Health's proposaL 

One trustee said neither Village Man-
ager Wallace Douthwaite nor Village 
President Greg Hiatecki knew the 
health board was considering such a 
ban. Any proposal from the Board of 
Health would have to be approved by  

trustees. 
Klatecki said he received numerous 

telephone calls from residents over the 
Labor Day weekend about the proposal, 
and he believed the Village Board 
needed to make a statement about it at 
its Sept 2 meeting to let the public know 
it was not an initiative from trustees. 

"I think whoever originated this 
needs to be educated in common sense 
and sensibility," Tru.stee Michael 
Horcher said. 

None of the seven trustees supported 
the ban, and asked the Board of Health 
to stop the process in its tracks. 

"Let's make it clear— there will be no 
public hearing on Sept. 23 about this," 

(Continued on page 10) 

Wheeling counts on resident honesty for ambulance fees 
17 2 

BY CASS CLIATT ask residents to sign letters 
Daily Herald Staff Writer saying if they deserve a share of 

up to $30,000 in reimburse- 
Wheeling has decided to rely ments. 

on the honesty of its residents to Wheeling's finance director 
say whether they've paid ambu- recommended against the 
lance fees they weren't move. 
supposed to. Finance Director Michael 

To compensate for a mistake Mondschain told trustees 
that sent bills to people who Monday there is no way to 
used Wheeling ambulances determine which residents who 
since June 2002, the village will paid out-of-pocket for ambu- 
-LontznuectinTm Page -Vices should have used its exper- 

tise to point out Wheeling's 
bills for service. mistake. 

"I knew upfront that some "I don't view it as our place to 
people would have to pay out- tell you what to do for your own 
of-pocket," Mondschain said. community," the company's 
"Individuals that don't have GeorgieWesterdahl said. 
insurance, individuals on The village board agreed to 
Medicare who don't have sup- institute the new colored bills to 
plemental insurance, clarify waivers for residents, in 
individuals who have insurance, addition to contacting former 
but haven't satisfied their ambulance riders to solicit 
deductible." requests for reimbursements. 

Still, Trustee Judy Abruscato Trustees will discuss Oct. 6 if 
criticized the billing company, nonresidents — are legally eligi-
saying Paramedic Billing Ser- ble for reimbursement.  

lance fees have already been bursements because of a mis-
reimbursed by their insurance take that sent collection notices 
companies. to some residents, making 

Mondschain recommended them fear their credit was in 
instead a color-coded billing jeopardy. 
system that would alert future "And if the people aren't 
ambulance riders that Wheeling honest with us, that's a $30,000 
seeks to collett only what lesson we're going to learn," 
Medicare or insurance will pay. Trustee Dean Argiris said. "We 

Trustees decided the village messed up ... and hook or 
should bear the burden of crook, we need to give•the 
paying the $30,000 in reim- money back to these people." 

Meeting set 
to follow up 
on ideas for 
town center 

- I )• oa 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

What began as a brainstorm-
ing session about how to bring 
a town center to Wheeling has 
become a strategy. 

Wheeling residents will have 
a chance to get their first look 
at the strategy Sept. 23 at the 
second community workshop 
to discuss the Metra Station 
Area Land-Use Study. 

The proposed strategy is 
meant to come directly from 

ideas resi-
dents, 
village 
leaders and 
business -
profession-
als shared 
at a similar 
workshop 
in July to 
find ways 
to develop 
the area 
around 
Wheeling's 
train sta-
tion. 

Ideas at 
that meet-

ing included building a teen 
center, flower shops, dry clean-
ing stores and other service 
businesses in mixed commer-
cial-residential complexes near 
the train station. 

Residents also offered such 
costly suggestions as elevating 
the train tracks, relocating 
businesses and moving the 
Metra station altogether. 

Residents helped develop an 
ideal for a town center for con-
sultants to shape into a 
practical plan for Wheeling. 

"It was a very good meeting 
we had last time, so I think 
people should look at their cal-
endars and plan to go," Trustee 
Judy Abruscato said of this 
month's meeting. Described as 
a "listening workshop," the 
Sept. 23 meeting will allow par-
ticipants to hear a review of 
how their earlier ideas might 
work, and then offer further 
comment. 

Consultants S.B. Friedman 
and Co. will use the comments 
to arrive at a new draft of 

Wheeling was among the first lance users for $30,000 in 
towns in the Northwest suburbs unpaid balances. 
to approve ambulance fees "I don't think it's really fair to 
intended to raise revenue with- blame the billing company," 
out dipping into residents' Mondschain said. 
wallets. Wheeling has raised He explained that the policy 
about $200,000 so far. the village staff presented to 

However, the firm hired to Paramedic Billing Services of 
collect payments from Elmhurst didn't match trustees' 
Medicare and residents' insur- wishes that no patients receive 
ance companies has sent 
supplemental bills to ambu- See PAYBACK on PAGE 11 

"It was a very 

good meeting 

we had last 
time, so I think 
people should 
look at their 

calendars and 
plan to go." 

Trustee Judy 
Abruscato 

Wheeling is ready to hold two 
meetings this fall to tell the 
public the ins and outs of its 
next proposed redevelopment 
district. 

The first meeting will be a 
joint review board required by 
law to inform the library, park 
district, schools and other taxuig 
bodies how they will be affected 
by formation of a tax increment 
financing district surrounding 
Wheeling's Metra train station. 

The second meeting will be a 
public hearing geared to resi-
dents and businesses that would 
be affected by the tax financing 
district. 

The new TIF would encom-
pass the municipal buildings on 
Dundee Road and extend west 
of the Metra train tracks past 
Elmhurst Road and east of the 
tracks to the Wheeling drainage 
ditch. 

Trustees expect later this 
month to set an Oct. 8 date for 
the joint review board meeting 
for affected taxing bodies. The 
public hearing would likely 
follow in November. 

"It's in the taxing bodies' inter-
ests to attend because this could 
conceivably cost them money 
for the life of the TIE" Village 
Manager Wally Douthwaite said 
of the review board meeting. 
"They essentially are forgoing 
incremental property taxes so 
we can use those monies to spur 
redevelopment." 

In a TIE the village can freeze 
the amount of property taxes 
paid to local taxing bodies for 23 
years. Properties still pay 
increases in property taxes, but 
money generated by apprecia-
tion in property value in the 
district can be used to pay for 
improving the properties within 
the district. 

"Some of the residents can be 
affected because one of the 
allowable activities we can 
undertake under the TIF is the 
acquisition of property," Douth-
waite said. "There were some 
concerns raised last year when 
we established the North (Mil-
waukee Avenue) TIF by some 
business owners saying, 'Hey, 
you aren't going to buy me out 
and throw me out, are you?' " 

The village plans to address 
those concerns, officials said. 

The joint review board meet-
ing for taxing bodies is 
tentatively set for 10 a.m. Oct. 8 
at the village hall, 255W. Dundee 
Road. 

Assistant Village Manager 
Mark Rooney suggested that res- 
idents and business owners 
reserve their attendance for the 
later public hearing, though the 
time and date has yet to be set. 
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ABU GHRAIB, Iraq — Six 
Whe people claiming to be Ameri-

on the cans and two who say they are 
say Wh British are in U.S. custody on 
lance suspicion of involvement in 
suppos attacks on coalition forces, an • U.S. says it will go easy on Iraqi 

To ciAmerican general said Tuesday. official if he surrenders. 
that s€They would be the first Western- 
used \ers reported held in the 
since hinsurrection against the U.S.-led detention centers in Iraq, said 

Lontinueclfronz Page I vices should have used its exper- 
tise to point out Wheeling's 

bills for service. mistake. 
"I knew upfront that some "I don't view it as our place to 

people would have to pay out- tell you what to do for your own 
of-pocket," Mondschain said. community," the company's 
"Individuals that don't have GeorgieWesterdahl said. 
insurance, individuals on The village board agreed to 
Medicare who don't have sup- institute the new colored bills to 
plemental insurance, clarify waivers for residents, in 
individuals who have insurance, addition to contacting former 
but haven't satisfied their ambulance riders to solicit 
deductible." requests for reimbursements. 

Still, Trustee Judy Abruscato Trustees will discuss Oct. 6 if 
criticized the billing company, nonresidents — are legally eligi-
saying Paramedic Billing Ser- ble for reimbursement. 

guerrilla attacks. She did r 
identify them but said they wg 
being interrogated by militr 
intelligence in Baghdad, wh( 
they were being held. - 

"We actually do have siiw 
are claiming to be Americai 
two who are claiming to be frc 
the U.K. We're continuing t 
interviewing process. The den 
become sketchy and their stc 

Meeting set 
to follow up 
on ideas for 
town center 
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BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

What began as a brainstorm-
ing session about how to bring 
a town center to Wheeling has 
become a strategy. 

Wheeling residents will have 
a chance to get their first look 
at the strategy Sept. 23 at the 
second community workshop 
to discuss the Metra Station 
Area Land-Use Study. 

The proposed strategy is 
meant to come directly from 

ideas resi-
dents, 
village 
leaders and 
business 
profession-
als shared 
at a similar 
workshop 
in July to 
find ways 
to develop 
the area 
around 
Wheeling's 
train sta-
tion. 

Ideas at 
that meet-

ing included building a teen 
center, flower shops, dry clean-
ing stores and other service 
businesses in mixed commer-
cial-residential complexes near 
the train station. 

Residents also offered such 
costly suggestions as elevating 
the train tracks, relocating 
businesses and moving the 
Metra station altogether. 

Residents helped develop an 
ideal for a town center for con-
sultants to shape into a 
practical plan for Wheeling. 

"It was a very good meeting 
we had last time, so I think 
people should look at their cal-
endars and plan to go," Trustee 
Judy Abruscato said of this 
month's meeting. Described as 
a "listening workshop," the 

uWesterners held as p( 
Page 9 
• Rumsfeld says there's no link 
between Iraq and Sept. 11. 

Volunteers sought for bike task force 
The Chicagoland Bicycle Federation and village officials are 

trying to find ways to make the community more friendly to bi-
cyclists and pedestrians by creating a special task force to come 
up with some recommendations. 

The task force is seeking volunteers who will be asked to de-
velop a plan to improve bicycling opportunities and make the 
village safer for pedestrians. The plan will be forwarded to vil-
lage officials and other governmental entities. 

Similar task forces have been instrumental in creating plans 
for neighbonne Arlington Heights and Northbrook, and or-
,ganizers are hoping Ix similar results. 

Those interested in volunteering for the task force should 
contact Steve Boime by calling (847)571-6173 or by sending an 
e-mail to ree(klii icetraffienrg. iy-e,  

Input sought on town center , 7 - - 
Villa0-hired consultants are seeking public input as part of 

their presentation on how Wheeling can develop a new town 
'center around the Metra train station. 
• S.B. Miedman and Company, the Lakota Group and Metro 
Transportation Group consultants will unveil what types of re-
development might be appropriate for the area and how the 
streets and roads would connect with the rest of the village. 

The consultants were hired after the village received a grant 
from the Regional Transportation Authority to study the area 
for possible nxlevelopment. Village officials are also trying to 
ca •ate a a tax increment financing district in the area to help 
spur deeehvinent. The study area includes parts of Dundee 
Roadand Wheeling; Road. 
. The we rleshop will be held at 7:30 p.m. rfiresday at the Wheel-
ing Park Districts Community Recreation Center, 333 W 
:Dundee ltoad. 

"It was a very 
good meeting 

we had last 
time, so I think 
people should 
look at their 

calendars and 
plan to go." 
Trustee Judy 

Abruscato 

. Ban Continued from page 5 

II Mail all correspondence to: 
The Wheeling Countryside 
291 Dunton Ave. 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004-5903 

NI To send your news by fax, call 797-5151. 
• Send e-mail to arlington @pioneerlocaicom 
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push for some kind 
the village, even thoul 
resoundingly rejecte 
posal that would h 
strictest smoking ruk 

Jackie Goldberg s 
tion by the Village B 
legislation surprised 
het 

"I feel they should 
she said of the board': 
smoking laws. "We v  

Argiris said. 
Goldberg said she was nu--

prised to learn trustees were 
unaware of the proposal, con-
sidering her board had its first 
discussion on the ban in Janu-
ary. The item had also been 
posted on subsequent Board of 
Health agendas. 

"It was not a secret," she 
said. "(The trustees) must get 
the (Board of Health) minutes, 
but I don't know if they read 
them or not" 

Goldberg said she is not 
sure' what„options remain for 
the Board Of Health in pmpos-
ing another smoking ordi-
nance, but she is hopeful there 
is still room for negotiation. 

"I would like to pursue it," 
she said. "We have to find out if 
there's a • way to go forward  

with it" 
Trustees said they believed 

restaurateurs should be able to 
impose their own smoking re-
strictions. They also expressed 
concerns that a ban would send 
patrons to neighboring towns. 

"I don't think it's up to us to 
dictate, `no you can't' and 
maybe have some businesses 
not continue in Wheeling, 
which is not good," Trustee 
Judy Abruscato said. "We don't 
need to dictate it." 

According to its bylaws, the 
Board of Health has the right to 
draft local health-related ordi-
nances, but they must be ap-
proved by the Village Board to 
become ordinances. 

Wheeling 
officials 
to explain 
TIF plan _ 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling is ready to hold two 
meetings this fall to tell the 
public the ins and outs of its 
next proposed redevelopment 
district. 

The first meeting will be a 
joint review board required by 
law to inform the library, park 
district, schools and other taxing 
bodies how they will be affected 
by formation of a tax increment 
financing district surrounding 
Wheeling's Metra train station. 

The second meeting will be a 
public hearing geared to resi-
dents and businesses that would 
be affected by the tax financing 
district. 

The new TIF would encom-
pass the municipal buildings on 
Dundee Road and extend west 
of the Metra train tracks past 
Elmhurst Road and east of the 
tracks to the Wheeling drainage 
ditch. 

Trustees expect later this 
month to set an Oct. 8 date for 
the joint review board meeting 
for affected taxing bodies. The 
public hearing would likely 
follow in November. 

"It's in the taxing bodies' inter-
ests to attend because this could 
conceivably cost them money 
for the life of the TIF," Village 
Manager Wally Douthwaite said 
of the review board meeting. 
"They essentially are forgoing 
incremental property taxes so 
we can use those monies to spur 
redevelopment." 

In a TIF, the village can freeze 
the amount of property taxes 
paid to local taxing bodies for 23 
years. Properties still pay 
increases in property taxes, but 
money generated by apprecia-
tion in property value in the 
district can be used to pay for 
improving the properties within 
the district. 

"Some of the residents can be 
affected because one of the 
allowable activities we can 
undertake under the TIF is the 
acquisition of property," Douth-
waite said. "There were some 
concerns raised last year when 
we established the North (Mil-
waukee Avenue) TIF by some 
business owners saying, 'Hey, 
you aren't going to buy me out 
and throw me out, are you?' " 

The village plans to address 
those concerns, officials said. 

The joint review board meet-
ing for taxing bodies is 
tentatively set for 10 a.m. Oct. 8 
at the village hall, 255W. Dundee 
Road. 

Assistant Village Manager 
Mark Rooney suggested that res-
ift ents and business owners 



Meeting set 
to follow up 
on ideas for 
town center 
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uWesterners held as p 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

What began as a brainstorm-
ing session about how to bring 
a town center to Wheeling has 
become a strategy. 

Wheeling residents will have 
a chance to get their first look 
at the strategy Sept. 23 at the 
second community workshop 
to discuss the Metra Station 
Area Land-Use Study. 

The proposed strategy is 
meant to come directly from 

ideas resi-
dents, 
village 
leaders and 
business 
profession-
als shared 
at a similar 
workshop 
in July to 
find ways 
to develop 
the area 
around 
Wheeling's 
train sta-
tion. 

Ideas at 
that meet-

ing included building a teen 
center, flower shops, dry clean-
ing stores and other service 
businesses in mixed commer-
cial-residential complexes near 
the train station. 

Residents also offered such 
costly suggestions as elevating 
the train tracks, relocating 
businesses and moving the 
Metra station altogether. 

Residents helped develop an 
ideal for a town center for con-
sultants to shape into a 
practical plan for Wheeling. 

"It was a very good meeting 
we had last time, so I think 
people should look at their cal-
endars and plan to go," Trustee 
Judy Abruscato said of this 
month's meeting. Described as 
a "listening workshop," the 
Sept. 23 meeting will allow par-
ticipants to hear a review of 
how their earlier ideas might 
work, and then offer further 
comment. 

Consultants S.B. Friedman 
and Co. will use the comments 
to arrive at a new draft of a 
"concept plan" for developing a 
town center. The community 
workshop will be at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Wheeling Park District, 333 
W. Dundee Road. 

It follows closely on the heels 
of the regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Metra Station 
Area project committee, which 
has been changed to 7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 18 at the park district. 

At that meeting, elected offi-
cials, village staff, business 
owners and other community 
leaders who sit on the Metra 
Study committee will discuss 
the Metra planning process. 

"It was a very 

good meeting 

we had last 

time, so I think 

people should 

look at their 

calendars and 

plan to go." • 

Trustee Judy 
Abruscato 

identify them but said they wt 
being interrogated byt militz 
intelligence in Baghdad, whi 
they were being held. 

"We actually do have sii w 
are claiming to be Americat 
two who are claiming to be frc 
the U.K. We're continuing t 
interviewing process. The deta 

said become sketchy and their six 

BY Ci 
Associated Press 

Daily He 
ABU GHRAIB, Iraq — Six 

Whe people claiming to be Ameri- Page 9 
on the cans and two who say they are 
say Wh British are in U.S. custody on 
lance suspicion of involvement in 
suppoE attacks on coalition forces, an 

To c(American general said Tuesday. 
that s(They would be the first Western-
used \ers reported held in the 
since hinsurrection against the U.S.-led detention centers in Iraq, 
Uontznued from rage 1

vices should have used its exper- 
tise to point out Wheeling's 

bills for service. mistake. 
"I knew upfront that some "I don't view it as our place to 

people would have to pay out- tell you what to do for your own 
of-pocket," Mondschain said. community," the company's 
"Individuals that don't have GeorgieWesterdahl said. 
insurance, individuals on The village board agreed to 
Medicare who don't have sup- institute the new colored bills to 
plemental insurance, clarify waivers for residents, in 
individuals who have insurance, addition to contacting former 
but haven't satisfied their ambulance riders to solicit 
deductible." requests for reimbursements. 

Still, Trustee Judy Abruscato Trustees will discuss Oct. 6 if 
criticized the billing company, nonresidents — are legally eligi-
saying Paramedic Billing Ser- ble for reimbursement. 

Volunteers sought for bike task force 
The Chicagoland Bicycle Federation and village officials are 

trying to find ways to make the community more friendly to bi-
cyclists and pedestrians by creating a special task force to come 
up with some recommendations. 

The task force is seeking volunteers who will be asked to de-
velop a plan to improve bicycling opportunities and make the 
village safer for pedestrians. The plan will be forwarded to vil-
lage officials and other governmental entities. 

Similar task forces have been instrumental in creating plans 
fnr neighboring Arlington Heights and Northbrook, and or-
,ganizers are hoping f Dr similar results. 
• , Those interested i n volunteering for the task force should 
contact Steve Boinie by calling (847)571-6l73 or by sending an 
f.-rnail to ; boi roe (ii, I ri 'cetnIffic org. --" - 

Input sought on town center 
Villa ;e-Hired consultants are seeking public input as part of 

'their presentation on how Wheeling can develop a new town 
'center around the Metra train station. • 
• S.B. Riedman and Company, the lakota Group and Metro 
Transportation Group consultants will unveil what types of re-
development might be appropriate for the area and how the 
streets and roads would connect with the rest of the village. 

The consultants were hired after the village received a grant 
from the Regional Transportation Authority to study the area 
for possible redevelopment. Village officials are also trying to 
create a a tax increment financing diitrict. in the area to help 
spl ir (level( vinent. The study area includes parts of Dundee 
Itoad.and -Wheeling Road. 
. The mirkshop will be held at 7:30 p.m. 'Iliesday at the Wheel- 
ing • Park District's Community Recreation Center, 333 W 
Dundee [toad. 

Wheeling 
officials 
to explain 
TIF plan 

lv 
BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling is ready to hold two 
meetings this fall to tell the 
public the ins and outs of its 
next proposed redevelopment 
district. 

The first meeting will be a 
joint review board required by 
law to inform the library, park 
district, schools and other taxing 
bodies how they will be affected 
by formation of a tax increment 
financing district surrounding 
Wheeling's Metra train station. 

The second meeting will be a 
public hearing geared to resi-
dents and businesses that would 
be affected by the tax financing 
district. 

The new TIF would encom-
pass the municipal buildings on 
Dundee Road and extend west 
of the Metra train tracks past 
Elmhurst Road and east of the 
tracks to the Wheeling drainage 
ditch. 

Trustees expect later this 
month to set an Oct. 8 date for 
the joint review board meeting 
for affected taxing bodies. The 
public hearing would likely 
follow in November. 

"It's in the taxing bodies' inter-
ests to attend because this could 
conceivably cost them money 
for the life of the TIF," Village 
Manager Wally Douthwaite said 
of the review board meeting. 
"They essentially are forgoing 
incremental property taxes so 
we can use those monies to spur 
redevelopment." 

In a TIF, the village can freeze 
the amount of property taxes 
paid to local taxing bodies for 23 
years. Properties still pay 
increases in property taxes, but 
money generated by apprecia-
tion in property value in the 
district can be used to pay for 
improving the properties within 
the district. 

"Some of the residents can be 
affected because one of the 
allowable activities we can 
undertake under the TIF is the 
acquisition of property," Douth-
waite said. "There were some 
concerns raised last year when 
we established the North (Mil-
waukee Avenue) TIF by some 
business owners saying, 'Hey, 
you aren't going to buy me out 
and throw me out, are you?' " 

The village plans to address 
those concerns, officials said. 

The joint review board meet-
ing for taxing bodies is 
tentatively set for 10 a.m. Oct. 8 
at the village hall, 255W. Dundee 
Road, 

Assistant Village Manager 
Mark Rooney suggested that res-
idents and business owners 
reserve their attendance for the 
later public hearing, though the 
time and date has yet to be set. 

guerrilla attacks. She did 

• Rumsfeld says there's no link 
between Iraq and Sept 11. 
• U.S. says it will go easy on Iraqi 
official if he surrenders. 
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Industrial Lane is one of the streets that might be annexed into the village Wheeling. 

Welcome to Wheeling? 
Thursday, September 18, 2003  

Owners-weigh in on their future if officials annex their property into village 
By CASEY Mof-Firr 

STAFF WRITER 

Residents and business 
owners whose properties are 
targeted for annexation have 
mixed reactions about Wheel-
ing's desire to bring them into 
the village. 

Village officials plan to 
annex several areas in an effort 
to improve their appearance 
and gain more control over de-
velopment. They said they are 
willing to extend public serv-
ices to the areas and improve 
water and sewer mains, street 
lights and roads at no cost to 
property owners. 

But those who would call 
Wheeling home after a lengthy 
legal process that will most 
likely take years would have to 
pay property taxes and addi-
tional utility costs that all resi-
dents and businesses pay. 
Village Manager Wallace 
Douthwaite said property own-
ers can expect to see about an 8 
percent to 10 percent increase 
in property taxes once they are 
annexed. 

"It would be dependent on 
their utility bills and what 
they're property is assessed at," 
Douthwaite said. 

The village does not provide 
any services to the targeted 
areas now, nor does it collect 
property taxes on the land. 
Trustees said some of the areas, 
like those around Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport, need clean-
ing up because they give the 
village a poor image. Some 
trustees have called the area a 
"cesspool" or complained about 
the "dreck" there. 

Old news 

Wayne Chmiel, owner of 
Rugged Equipment Design on 
Industrial Lane, said it's no sur- 

prise to him to hear village offi-
cials talk about annexing his 
property and others around 
him. 

"They've talked about it for 
years," said Chmiel, whose 
company repairs heavy con-
struction equipment. "I really 
don't know if they want to buy 
us out or make more restric-
tions for us." 

Chmiel said he would prefer 
to keep his business in unin-
corporated Cook County rather 
than be annexed into the vil-
lage. He said he specifically 
bought his property thinking it 
would be easier to run a suc-
cessful business because of 
fewer regulations regarding 
use and appearance. 

Chmiel believes the village  

would likely make him pay to 
shield the equipment he re-
pairs from public view. He also 
dislikes the idea of paying more 
in property and sales taxes, and 
higher utility fees. 

"There are a lot of small 
businesses in the area, and I'm 
one of them," he said. "I don't 
know how many will be able to 
keep going (if annexed)." 

Chmiel said he would rather 
see the village buy his property 
"at a fair price" than be an-
nexed into the village. 

However, not all businesses 
in the Sumac and Industrial 
lanes area would mind being 
annexed and seeing their 
neighbors forced to clean up 
their properties. 

Dave DeVries, president of  

SET Environmental on Sumac 
Lane, said he would like the 
"added convenience" of better 
roads, water and sewer service. 

"We want to maintain our 
property values," he said. 
"Wheeling has changed a lot in 
the 17 years I've been here, and 
the whole area around Milwau-
kee Avenue and Dundee Road 
looks great. I can see why they 
would want to improve." 

DeVries said he is not overly 
concerned about the look of 
Sumac Lane, especially since 
corporations like Motorola have 
invested a lot of money in air-
craft hangars and other build-
ings adjacent to Palwaukee. 
However, he said, Industrial 
Lane to the north "is a little dif-
ferent." 

Mike Williams, owner of Sat-
urn Signs on Industrial Lane, 
had similar sentiments. He said 
he is not surprised to hear vil-
lage officials talk about annex-
ation, but he would like to have 
a better understanding of their 
intentions. 

"I'm a little scared of the fu-
ture," he said. "I hear they're 
going to condemn us, but I 
don't know for sure. It wouldn't 
be the first time we've moved, 
so I'm not really worried about 
it." 

Williams also said there is no 
big advantage to owning a busi-
ness in unincorporated Cook 
County, other than a lack of reg-
ulations regarding building ap-
pearance. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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renovrifEr ruh Win ouuu 
an addition, and he hasto go to 
Chicago to talk to Cook County 
officials about permits and fees 
to get that done. 

"The bureaucratic maze 
down there is unbelievable," 
he said. "I have to go to the 
Daley Center, ask about four or 
five people who I need to talk 
to, and finally I talk to the right 
person. Then I get home, and 
realize I didn't talk to who I 
needed to talk to. I've been 
pretty frustrated by it." 

But not all of Jacobs' neigh- 

137-S. Milwaukee Ave. property. 
Trustees want to beautify the 
aging area through demolition 
and restoration, but decided to 
find out first if the Wheeling Park 
District might want the building. 
The district has considered relo-
cating buildings to establish a 
historic village on park land. 
Some members of the Wheeling 
Historical Society this summer 
asked if trustees would save 
buildings — some 70 years old 
— on the 60 block of South Mil-
waukee Avenue for that purpose 
or preservation's sake. 

rjrz  

who needed an ambulance in Wheeling. The Vil-
lage Board approved the fees with the stipulation 
that the only money to be collected was to come 
from Medicare or insurance companies. 

However, Paramedic Billing Services was still 
sending bills for any remaining balance after re-
ceiving payment from the insurance carriers. 
The last •statement patientS' teceived indicated 
the balance was past due and threatened collec- 
tion if the bill was not paid. , ° • 

About 100 Wheelie Ig residents and many non-
residents, fearing their credit record could be 
damaged, sent money td the billing service, even 
though the company had no intention of sending 
the information to a collection agency. The vil-
lage collected about $30,000 through the unnec-
essary payments, with residents paying. about 
$16,000 of that total. 

'Trustees were angry to learn people were pay-
ing the bills, and demanded they be reimbursed. 

Trie ract wit 11.3 V S. trt, iI1 

the honesty of its residents in determining who 
should be reimbursed didn't phase members of 
the Village Board. 

"The burden shoilld not be on the residents. 
It should be on us," Trustee Dean Argiris said. 
"We learned a $30,000 lesson, arid now we have 
to eat it";  , 

Mondschain said the new notices residents re-
ceive from the billing service will make it clear 
that no money is, due. 

"The billing service will put a colored insert 
with the- bill stating Wheeling residents are not 
responsible for paying out of pocket," Mond-
schain said "It should be real clear that we don't 
want them to send,ttayment. That, should resolve 
the problem" . 

The village at . is studying if it is legal for 
the village to reimburse nonresidents who paid 
for  arribIllancc 

Helen Roubas, also a Viia 
Lane resident, said she sees no 
need for the village to annex 
her land. She would prefer to 
see her taxes stay where they 
are, and she has never had a 
problem with services or her 
neighbors in the 35 years she's 
lived there. 

"I have not seen any houses 
that are a mess or anything like 
that," she said. "Everybody 
cuts their lawn and keeps their 
homes neat." 
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"I know some towns have 
strict appearance committees." 
he said. "Cook County is a little 
less (restrictive) about things 
like that" 

Effect on homes 
Some residents also live 

the area; targeted for a nnexa-
tieu. 1 lorneowner Mark Jacobs 
said he would like to see his 
Russel Street home brought 
into the village. 

"It all sounds reasonable to 
rue," he said. "The improve-
ments sound good,'and I think 
it would be an advantage if I 
wanted to sell — not that I'm 
planning on selling." 

Jacobs said annexation 
could also be a great relief 
when he -wants to malte 
provements to his home. Ja-
cobs has been trying to 
renovate his kitchen and build 
an addition, and he has, to go to 
Chicago to talk to Cook County 
officials about permits and fees 
to get that done. 

"The bureaucratic maze 
down there is unbelievable," 
he said. "I have to go to the 
Daley Center, ask about four or 
five people who I need to talk 
to, and finally I talk to the right 
person. Then I get home, and 
realize I didn't talk to who I 
needed to talk to. I've been 
pretty frustrated by it" 

But not all of Jacobs' neigh- 

from page 

bors feel the additional taxes 
would be worth any added con-
venience or enhanced services. 

Ernest Emery said he's had 
no problems living without vil-
lage services for the last 20 
years in his Vera Lane home, 
and he would. prefer to save his 
.money. 

"I pay $4,500 in taxes now 
and if I lived in Wheeling it 
would be worse than that," he 
said. "The taxes will kill. you." 

Emery • has never needed 
the, services of the Wheeling 
fire or police departments, and 
he said Cook County Sheriff's 
Police respond to the area in 
about 30 minutes, which is fine 
with him. 

"(Criminals) are out belbre 
the police get here anyway," he 
said. 

Helen • Roubas, also a Vera 
Lane resident, said she sees no 
need for the village to annex 
her land. She would prefer to 
see her taxes slay where they 
are, and she has never had a 
problem with services or her 
neighbors' in the 35 years she's 
lived there. 

"I have not seen any houses 
that are a mess or anything like 
that," she said. "Everybody 
cuts their lawn and keeps their 
homes neat." 

-61 b. ivniwatikee Ave. property 
Trustees want to beautify the 
aging area through demolition 
and restoration, but decided to 
find out first if the Wheeling Park 
District might want the building. 
The district has considered relo-
cating buildings to establish a 
historic village on park land. 
Some members of the Wheeling 
Historical Society this summer 
asked if trustees would save 
buildings — some 70 years old 
— on the 60 block of South Mil-
waukee Avenue for that purpose 
or preservation's sake. 

Welcome  to Wheeling? Thursday, September 18, 2003  

Ownefs-weigh in on their future if officials annex their property into village 
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Residents to, receive 
ambulance fee''''reftirt dais 

"It's an embarrassment," Till. l,.1 t 
STAFF WRITER said. "I never thought we'd b nff ss l,asition Oft , 

(.? 7-̀'. 0 C )3 Sept. 15 talking about this." 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

Wheeling residents who paid out of their own 
pocket for ambulance rides in the past 15 months 
should expect to see a check in their mailboxes 
in a matter of weeks.,  

EDITORIAL 

PAGE 16 

The Wheeling Village Board instructed Fi-
nance Director Michael Mondschain ton turn all 
money Wheeling residents paid to Pa amedic 
Billing Services for ambulance rides s nce the 
board passed an ordinances creating ambulance 
fees-beginning June I, 2002. 

Mondschain said a miscommunication be- . 
tween the village and the billing service led to 
bills being improperly mailed to some residents 
who needed an ambulance in Wheeling. The Vil-
lage Board approved the fees with the stipulation 
that the only money to be collected was to come 
from Medicare or insurance companies.; 

However, Paratnedic Billing Services was still 
sending bills for any remaining balance after re-
ceiving payment from the insurance carriers. 
The last Statement patient.41 1-eceived indicated 
the balance was past dtie and threatened collec-
tion if the bill was not paid. 

Abotit 100 Wheeling residents and many non-. 
residents, fearing their credit record could be 
damaged; sent money toihe billing service, even 
though the company had no intention of sending 

• the information to a collection agency The vil-
lage collected about $30,000 through the unnec-
essary payments, with residents paying  about 
$16,000 of that total. • ' 

rfrustees were angry to learn people were pay-
ing the bills, and demanded they be reimbursed. 

Other trustees said it is until ii !al t4) keep the 
money, , • 

"The money it"; mot ours, anti vlf:.;lifJuld give it 
back,".'frustee Patrick Bo, dici • '• llopeftilly 
th(; billing is very clear now. Lc' 1;i the money 
back and move on. 

Mondschain said the v; lag , • i;:111.N.i, who paid 
with their Own money and Om, I sad Residents 
paid an average of about $79 irr l odd i)ocket ex, 
penses for ambulabee service, t t ;at varied in cost 
from $315 to $550. But he also it would be 
difficult tf> know who paid and was later reim-
bursed by their insurance impanies. Residents 
who paid the to sign a letter stat- 
ing they have not already been reimbursed for 
the fee. ; 

The faCt that the Village will. have to rely on 
the honesty of its residents in determining who 
should be reimbursed didn't phase members of 
the Vi)lage:Board. 

"The. burden shoiild not be on the residents. 
It should. be; can us,".  Trustee Dean Argiris said. 
"We learned' a $30,000 lesson, and now we have 

• tO eatit?"co: , 
, Mondschain said the new notices residents re-
ceiveirom the Wilk  Service will make it clear 
that no Money isy due. 

"The,  billing service will put a colored insert 
with:the/bill stating Wheeling residents are not 
responsible for Paying out of pocket," Mond-
schaiti iraid.nt should be real clear that we don't 
want them to sendliayinent. That should resolve 
the problem:: 
• TheVillake a • is studying if it is legal for 
the village to,r , •urse nonresidents who paid 
fbr amb4.4-ncr. 
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"I know some towns have 
strict appearance committees." 
he said. "Cook County is a little 
less (restrictive) about things 
like that" 

Effect on homes 

R-Z3- 03  
Village delays wrecking ball: 

Wheeling has decided to delay a 
decision to demolish a building 
that some long-time residents 
say is among historic sites that 
should be preserved. Trustees 
Monday tabled a measure that 
would have finalized a contract 
with Albrecht E. Enterprises of 
Des Plaines to demolish the 65- 
67 S. Milwaukee Ave. property. 
Trustees want to beautify the 
aging area through demolition 
and restoration, but decided to 
find out first if the Wheeling Park 
District might want the building. 
The district has considered relo- 
cating buildings to establish a 
historic village on park land. 
Some members of the Wheeling 
Historical Society this summer 
asked if trustees would save 
buildings — some 70 years old 
— on the 60 block of South Mil- 
waukee Avenue for that purpose 
or preservation's sake. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

l
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Wheeling residents who paid out of their own 
pocket for ambulance rides in the past 15 months 
should expect to see a check in their mailboxes 
in a matter of weeks.,  

EDITORIAL 
PAGE 16 

The Wheeling Village Board instructed Fi-
nance Director Michael Mondschain ton turn all 
money Wheeling residents paid to Pa! arnedic 
Billing Services for ambulance rides s nce the 
board passed an ordinance creating ambulance 
fees beginning June 1, 2002. 

Mondschain said a miscommunication be-
tween the village and the billing service led to 
bills being improperly mailed to some residents 
who needed an ambulance in Wheeling. The Vil-
lage Board approved the fees with the stipulation 
that the only money to be collected was to come 
from Medicare or insurance companies.,  • 

However, Parainedic Billing Services was still 
sending bills for any remaining balance after re-
ceiving payment from the insurance -carriers. 
The last statement patientgq•eceived indicated 
the balance was past due and threatened collec-
tion if the bill was not paid. 

About 100 Wheeling residents and many non-,  
residents, fearing their credit record could be 
damaged; sent money tcithe billing service, even 
though the company had no intention of sending 
the information to a collection agency. The vil-
lage collected about $30,000 through the unnec-
essary payments, with residents paying about 
$16,000 of that total. 

rIlustees were angry to learn people were pay-
ing the bills, and demanded they be reimbursed. 
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"It's an embarrassment,' "I1•; I I I , I t Heer 
said. "I never thought we'd 5 I hi ; :,.s.)1 ion on 
Sept. 15 talking abodt this." 

Other trustees said it is unit hi. ) keep the 
money r . : 

"The tuoney ririf ours, and w( ,; hot dd give it 
baelc,".Thustee Patrick Hoy ehe; ' 
th(; billing is very clear now. IA. I .. 11 le money 
back and move on." 

Mondsehain said the viriLag..- who paid 
with their own money and hog-, Residents 
paid an average pr about. $79 pocket ex- 
penses for tuubulance servicer, that. Valieti in cost 
frmn $315 to $550, But he also ;:„.Ld it would be 
difficult to know who paid and later reim- 
bursed by their insurance con; nies. Residents 
who paid Luca:LA; t, sign a letter stat- 
ing they have not already been reimbursed for 
the fee. • ''. 

The fad that the:village will have to rely on 
the honesty of its 'reildents in determining who 
should be reimbursed didn't phase members of 
the Village Board.  

"The burden slioiticl not be on the residents. 
It should be on Trustee Dean Argiris said. 
"We learned a $30,060 lesson, and now we have 
to eatAti.), 
, Mondschain said the new notices residents re-
ceive fTorn the billihg service will make it clear 
that no money due. 

"The,  billing service will put a colored insert 
withthetbill stating.'Wheeling residents are not 
responsible for ying out of pocket," Mond-
schaitt ifaidflt should be real clear that we don't 
want them to sendiiayment That. should resolve 
the problIntA 

Tlievillagea si i, is studying if it is legal for 
the village.  to,,r .41 curse nonresidents who paid 
JIJA tiintituct4L-tarru 

born feel the additional taxes 
would be worth any added con-
venience or enhanced services. 

Ernest Emery said he's had 
no problems living without vil-
lage services for the last 20 
yeas.; in his Vera Lane home, 

1 1_ 



BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling officials want to 
make sure Milwaukee Avenue 
land they are targeting for pur-
chase and redevelopment has 
not been contaminated from 
businesses that once occupied 
the sites. 

Mark Rooney, Wheeling's 
assistant to the village man-
ager, is searching for a consult-
ant who will help test soil 
conditions on the properties 
and help secure state grants to 
pay for the testing and some of 
the cleanup. The state provides 
money for testing and cleanup 
through its Illinois Brownfields 
Redevelopment Grant pro-
gram to bring the land into 
compliance with federal and 
state environmental standards. 
The consultant will not be paid 
unless the grants are received, 
Rooney said. 

Rooney said the village will 
be in a better position to nego-
tiate price if officials have a 
clear understanding of how 
badly certain properties are 
contaminated. 

"We want to ensure when we 
purchase property, we know 
the full-value of the property,"  

he said. "We need to assess 
problems before we purchase." 

The program will also make 
it easier to market the proper-
ties to potential developers. 

"We want to get the sites 
ready for development," 
Rooney said. 

A brownfield is defined as 
any site that has actual or pos-
sible contamination and a po-
tential for redevelopment. 
Rooney said the village is 
mostly concerned with contam-
ination from petroleum prod-
ucts. 

He said there are a number 
of sites that once served as gas 
stations and auto repair shops 
that the village wants to pur-
chase. Some of those stations 
and shops operated well before 
current environmental stan-
dards were adopted, and no one 
really knows what is in the soil 
on those sites. 

Rooney said the village pur-
chased the site of a former gas 
station that was contaminated 
more than officials had sus-
pected. 

'We knew there was petro-
leum there, but not to the ex-
tent that it was," Rooney said. 
'We don't want to repeat that 
mistake." 
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Arlington Heights, Mount 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

7-441-1:73 
An unexpected spark re-

ignited Tuesday under a 
controversial plan to ban public 
smoking in Wheeling. 

Village President Greg Klate-
cki told members of the 
Wheeling health board he 
would ask trustees to meet with 
them in a special session to dis-
cuss the smoking measure that 
thrust the village into an  

unwanted national spotlight. 
Klatecki agreed to set up the 

joint session after a heated 
exchange during which some 
health commissioners blasted 
trustees for canceling a public 
hearing on the smoking ban 
that was supposed to take place 
during Tuesday's meeting. 

It was the first opportunity 
the health board had to air its 
frustrations since trustees Sept. 
2 issued an impromptu order 
for the health board to cease 

Prospect and Rolling Meadows, 
efforauthorities said. 
strict The men, all Mexican nation-

Thais, were arrested Thursday and 
ited Friday by U.S. Immigrations 
resta and Customs Enforcement 
and lagents. 
to sui They are in federal custody 

"Spending expulsion hearings. 
anyt The arrests were announced 
s 0 n  Tuesday by federal officials. 
didn Thanks to a 1996 federal law 
hoanthat allows administrative 

"Itdeportations for illegal immi-
has  gras_with criminal records,  

status. 
Arlington Heights polic, 

Cmdr. Jerry Lambert said las 
week's arrests were the firs 
such sweep this year by immi 
gration agents. 

"They're trying to be ver: 
pro-active, doing gang sweeps, 
Lambert said. "We got a coupb 
of good players. They all hay( 
gang affiliation ... and they'd 
known to us through our intel 
ligence as active gani 
members." 

Lambert said the feds cam( 
to the local police department 
and asked if they have a gang 
problem, and whether then 
was anything they could do t( 
help. 

Village to test soils • 
of targeted sites 

Smoking ban shows 
some signs of life 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

After dousing calls for a smoking ban in all of 
Wheeling's public places that one elected official 
called "nuts" and "ludicrous," the Village Board 
is showing some interest in discussing the con-
troversial proposal with the Board of Health. 

Village President Greg Klatecki attended a 
Board of Health meeting last week in an effort to 
mend fences and show a degree of support for a 
possible smoking ban that would not harm busi-
ness but still address health issues. 

The meeting came about three weeks after 
trustees vehemently dismissed a Board of 
Health initiative to ban smoking in all public 
places, including along Restaurant Row. Klate-
cki told the Board of Health he is willing set up 
a workshop meeting between trustees and 
health commissioners to talk about different 
ways to decrease the risk of second-hand smoke 
to nonsmokers. 

"I'm offering a discussion with the trustees," 
Klatecki told the Board of Health at its Sept. 23 
meeting. "But you can't go in there, drawing 
lines in the sand, and butt heads." 

Health commissioners told Klatecki they be-
lieved the Village Board acted improperly when 
trustees demanded an immediate end to all talks 
about the ban. Trustees ordered that a Board of 
Health public hearing on the idea be canceled. 

"I hope the trustees reconsider," Health Com-
missioner Perry Wells said. "This is an important 
health issue, and (a ban) was rejected before we 
could even make a recommendation. This is an 
issue that has such detrimental effects to public 
health. lb ignore this issue would be irresponsi- 

ble for this board or any other board that decided 
not to take it up." 

Health board members expected the Village 
Board to make changes to their recommenda-
tions. What they didn't expect was a complete 
dismissal of discussion of any smoking regula-
tions. Commissioners said they were "insulted" 
by the trustees' actions. 

Part of the controversy focused on the fact 
that trustees did not know the Board of Health 
was even considering such a controversial pro-
posaL The Board of Health began discussing the 
ban in January, and commissioners said trustees 
would have been aware of the proposal if they 
had read Board of Health meeting minutes. 

Klatecki said he was "embarrassed" that nei-
ther he nor any of the trustees noticed the dis-
cussions in the minutes, and he suggested 
trustees meet with the Board of Health regularly 
to talk about issues and upcoming proposals. 
Health commissioners suggested at least one 
trustee be assigned to read all Board of Health 
minutes and report their findings to the rest of 
the board. 

Community Development Director Dan 
Ozanich, who oversees the village's health de-
partment, stepped in to calm the sometimes 
heated discussions between Klatecki and Board 
of Health members. 

'The problem is not how we got here, but how 
to get to where you want to go," Ozanich said. 
"(Klatecki is) offering a workshop to discuss it. 
It's probably your best opportunity" 

The meeting ended with no date being set for 
the workshop between the Village Board and the 
Board of Health. 
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Senior center director preparing for future 
BY CASEY MoFFirt 

STAFF WRITER 

• 

It is only a matter of time be-
fore village officials take a seri-
ous look at expanding the 
Pavilion Senior Center, and the 
director of the facility wants to 
make sure she is prepared 
when that day arrives. 

Senior Center Director 
Nancy Janssen has been taking 
Trustee Michael Horcher and 
Mark Rooney, assistant to the 
village manager, on tours of 
senior centers in neighboring 
communities to get ideas of 
what might be included in a 
new facility in Wheeling. 

"Should the opportunity 
arise in the future that a new 
center is on the agenda, we 
want to be prepared with sug-
gestions," Janssen said. "I 
thought I needed to do some 
education with the staff, and 
Mike is the (Village Board) liai-
son to senior services." 

Janssen said space at the 
Pavilion is "not good," and she 
expects the situation to worsen 
as the number of seniors seek-
ing services grows and more  

older residents move into 
newly built condominiums in 
the village. 

The Pavilion was built 18 
years ago, when about 50 to 60 
seniors in the Senior Citizens 
Club evolved into the full pro-
gram it is now. Currently, there 
are about 800 Pavilion mem-
bers who use the facility for reg- 

ular programs or for specific 
events. So many members 
mean crowded rooms and too 
few parking spaces, forcing 
many seniors to park on the 
street when they attend func-
tions. 

The Village Board recog-
nizes the need for more space, 
and trustees listed a new center 

Cathryn Scott/Pioneer Press 

as one of five village priorities 
they outlined in July. That ini-
tial show of support for a new 
center encouraged Janssen to 
set up the visits. 

Horcher said he is not sure 
when the board will next dis-
cuss the issue, but he is certain 
the future plans for the center 
will come up before too long. 

The parking lot at the 
Pavilion Senior Center is 
once again filled to capacity, 
forcing seniors visiting the 
facility to park on the street. 

"They don't have enough 
space," he said. "But everybody 
in the village has that burden. 
If we could give everybody the 
space they wanted, it would 
make everybody happy, but we 
can't burden the tax-paying cit-
izens like that." 

Finding ways to fund the 
(Continued on page 13) 

construction and operation of a 
new senior center is one reason 
the trio of Janssen, Horcher 
and Rooney toured the Ela 
lbwnship Senior Center in 
Lake Zurich, the Round Lake 
Senior Center, a privately 
owned center in Grayslake and 
the Lake Ibrest/Lake Bluff cen-
ter now called Dickinson Hall. 

Each center the trio toured is 
unique in how it is operated 
and funded. The Ela Tawnship 
center is a cooperative with the 
YMCA, Metro Health Care and 
OMNI Youth Services. The 
Round Lake center is located in 

BY CASS CLIATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The face-off between Wheel-
ing's trustees and its health 
board over a smoking ban pro-
posal could provide a lesson on 
how the village deals with its 
advisory boards. 

Village President Greg Klate-
cki said this week the village 
could have avoided the 
"embarrassment" of the public 
drama that unfolded around 
the smoking ban if the village 
board paid more attention to 
what commissioners are doing. 

Klatecki admitted he rarely 
has time to read the minutes 
from the health board, plan 
commission, economic-devel-
opment commission and other 
bodies that recommend policy 
changes to the village board. 

His comments came Tuesday  

a park district building. The 
Grayslake center is in a subsi-
dized housing project for the 
elderly, and the Lake 
Forest/Lake Bluff center has 
been established as a not-for-
profit corporation. 

"Rmding is something that 
always has to be paramount," 
Rooney said. "We want to look 
at different funding sources 
and methods. And we also want 
to see how (the centers) func-
tion." 

Janssen said some of the 
centers have received grants 
that helped pay for building im- 

as Wheeling health commis-
sioners questioned why they 
were publicly denounced for 
doing something they were 
never told was wrong. 

Trustees early this month 
criticized the health board for 
its work developing a proposal 
for the strictest smoking ban in 
the state. 

The ban would have prohib-
ited smoking in all village 
vehicles, restaurants, bars, 
public places and within 25 feet 
of their entrances, but trustees 
ordered the health board to 
remove it from its agenda. 

"This raises issues to me of, 
'Why are we here,' " Health 
Commissioner Perry Wells said. 
"Where's the validity?" 

Community Development 
Director Daniel Ozanich told 
the health board Tuesday they 
should have set up a meeting  

provements or programming. 
The Round Lake facility re-
ceived a grant that helps pay for 
a nutrition program, activities 
and transportation. The Lake 
Fbrest/Lake Bluff center re-
ceived a $750,000 grant from 
the state to help pay for reno-
vating Dickinson Hall. 

Rooney said the village will 
most likely have to secure grant 
money to help pay for a new 
center. Officials have said in 
early discussions that they may 
have to find a new site on which 
to build because the current 
site on First Street is small and 

with trustees to "test the 
waters" about the ban before 
beginning to develop it. 

"We did the nail salon thing 
and that got adopted without a 
workshop," Wells said. He 
referred to an ordinance the 
health board developed earlier 
this year to establish sanitation 
rules for nail salons. It sailed 
through the village board. 

"Why is this different?" Wells 
asked. 

Village President Greg Klate-
cki admitted the smoking issue 
was handled differently 
because it's more political. 

He agreed with health com-
missioners who said Wheeling 
might need to establish guide-
lines that lets commissioners 
know how they should propose 
local laws. 

"We as a board tend to get 
engrossed in our areas and not  

surrounded by development. 
"Given the size of the proj-

ect, with land acquisition and 
building costs, it will be quite 
expensive," he said. "We'll look 
at state money and private 
money. That, plus (local) tax 
money, will probably be the end 
result." 

Janssen, Rooney and 
Horcher are expecting to visit 
three more centers in 
Evanston, Northfield and 
Chicago. Rooney said he ex-
pects the three will give a report 
on their findings to the full Vil-
lage Board in three or four 

pay attention to the commis-
sions until something comes 
up," Klatecki said. 

This week was the first time 
any member of the village 
board attended a health board 
meeting. 

Klatecki and Ozanich 
attended Tuesday's meeting to 
explain why the health board 
was ordered not to continue 
discussions for developing the 
smoking ban. 

Commissioners recom-
mended that the village board 
assign a trustee to act as a liai-
son to each commission, or at 
least be assigned to read a 
commission's minutes so 
trustees know how their boards 
are spending their time. 

"I am insulted that the time I 
spent on this was worthless 

See SMOKE on PAGE 3 

Smoke: 
Emotions 
run high 
Continued from Page 1 

and it's not going to go on the 
agenda," Commissioner Ricki 
Reznick said of the smoking ban. 

Commissioner Pat Drewes, the 
lone board member to oppose 
the smoking ban, said she wasn't 
insulted, but rather embarrassed 
that the entire drama over the 
ban played out in the media. 

"If you say you feel embar-
rassed, I think everyone with the 
village does," Klatecki said. 'And 
the embarrassment is what trig-
gers the emotional response." 

Klatecki will try to set up a 
meeting between trustees and 
the health board to iron out dif-
ferences, he said. 

Anti-smoking episode could prompt changes 
-c3 

I 



0"“-• 
Jo a211R.1 ITn3 E ua/4 are 'aid= 
-)ca .roj uarmrp au„ 
•pms ails „`uarprirja Akaj e isnf 
roj surer ord am/wad of Arisoo 
Aran sr li  `spaau a/usual:lir Iran 
q1 uarpirip a/keg noif .11„ 
'pies sifia sjz pmsTa ,aATTeia 

-doo3 arg jo aauaispca aig sagg 
-snf auom tuer..5oHl 3Flx arty 

„.31sel u!1.1s1crg Puu but 
-Li t loos aicinag anegisric /cagy 
•surNs jo Naer e jou si got' u fur 
-Nog °Friar]. aneri Aargjetp uos 
-ear arg saurg Areal ;erg pang; 
3Auti am„ Ipnols poppy 

•pismaru 
-srm.  uax Teckautid Imps 
II1131 pies „`PaliquI.J  si  li 111un 
cior e trwn `aarampua 
pue prey aurti e op of moil 'amti 
uo do 2uimogs 'mg *carp. op of 
supis aili  isric jou sr waqg weal 

--t•--- 
aq jou Imo orim sjuapnis .10d 

sloops lepacis 

,:oassN 
alp se saarivas JO a URr E appw 
se al:11mA Tag sangarad000 
Amur jou are ararg ieii  Sus LIE3 

pue 'ajejs aui  roj sirsrA aarre 
-ildruoa uogeonpa mpads auop 
aneg I„ plus wax „`angen 
-ouur /Clan sicemm are Saul pue 
marpeal roj sdoriwonn slam 
-srp Iougas atli  J@IJO Aau„ 

•angejuasardar oassN sjim 
pr Asia `urzoN uaN pies `ajenb 
-ape am surelorcl Tag 
2urmsua ur i.zed e sifuld ngs 
oassN VVIsIP TeDoI 
paprnord are saarivas uagsi 

lairlstQ .103 angewasaidar anti 
-erlsruluiPu oassm aui 'gm 

Horchers appeal 
for sprinkler in-') 

" , • 
111.iktigelgets r  gim 0401, 2ctg<9.5  

rc,  *c5"' 0 8. 

of: town center vii.giwir----c7.a") . CD 

r) P"cti• 120 ''R''EC-)  (i) f:L f:L 'F)'•CD  ",0 ./:$ 0 p— E
rD C4., 0 cr  .'• p '5

1
1 co to .c:) a n, P .71 P ,-'4 cn° 63' n'-"re.-- E.u' 

-' 00- Vel cD al-FIL."20"'85,`gc?:,"R • c' .1:$4 ger°0 
,c .,,:1 pt 0-• , cm„, $,,,c" g Cr  5(1) 0- I-3  CI" 

co 
 ro F43' ,, :::t cr.") P. (DP)  n A. ("Dn .- ... n Au iD, c, CCD , 

• ..... • 0 ,,C fl,.g'0

,.g3

CD;e•Diu00'i.,,(dcrha. a, ,r7, 5: 
5  < — i-+ e-h

CD ,"-' ,--0•0 Da ''''' ,c1 OM 
.. rD .-ci ,..,.•

'0 P'3 M  

..., •• =1 CD CD ra. 0-1 CD •C,.14 rD cD _., e ,,,
w 20%. '-"<ti 

0 • o 

2:, Fataglir§  PA 
0 

 co ,,7;5--, a, ‹ 5. ,-,. 
'7+ r,;-. F:< 'I' q EP 7,*,  rn ..?) ,-+-

,

CD CD 1 CD co tv 

,Y,T,V *gg P‹. 8,y . g@E,,  O"c3 
)00i1I2 WpWRKPLY2  

w .a. .-, a c, ,-, t''r   o'' r, .ct-- n ;:.; is..  , cp g , 
- 0 .9 ,,,,,, • m  cn ,__, 8 i• rD  0-  .1 G.', ,__. 6. fl' rn pa  

M 1-100." (1) m:OW fl:, M W = ,,,g- 
5f- P-2 5

.c - 1—, ,-.• 0 c.) p. ,.„ rz-,2, (")  

kM H EI  aPri c301r: i  

0 ro Cr  - a (0  a 

PI C5 P•  1 4) 0 A) '1:$ 0 CLI 0 cr w  

=5, rD10 
11  '-' rD cn 0- C3  

'"ul • ,-1  cr n e'r, 

,945,21, cl8c"""  M" r13, CLCD  rcl)  6D  0°  cn$1)  

R w p w w c<D ag. 
,2, cri •-t.cro cr 
co Da •  

ci•  5 . 6D CD 8 H et, 0 .cf 1
9 
 co g:  

• co CM CTCPM CPQ CM 

56N  scro.E0.0 F..7 ,Epe..ca,  yE0.9.-t n CD CD CD '"h DO 

nA) 
cr, ,--t:::. E*.ct  SD cn Ft..) po o7. R., 5 (6 — • . co 
5. Fs tv r- ,7—,.- r. 2 .6 R. g. 2 D'' '-'1 M  '—' 1:1" '- 

7 0 co -- 

m
0Cri 4: 

2

1  4 
ra  .
. r"  1 t) 

p. ,

ei: 
m
g .§. 

,
Cup
,,
, cr,D, ,c,- 

•=
0-; 

r,
'' 

,
r§ .: j'5' ,,,I.,,0-gg 

I R. r7 D 
n m a, n0m,-Fwba.-1,FcLom m  

.--w 0 ', ,..,CD ,,,t-'  .E3  Crg CD F1). . 2-' faF' L4' CD DO 
.1 ' w ' `, cD Cr wi '31 — (A) ,•-t cn 

• t/ f:14  o c co a 
ma.cl oP't'o..---0 0'-t oo•t-to , 

8z , • 
a 1::i 

a cp — Po cfcra o r:zuct) CD 

-c,7- w.- ,-t  

John LaMott, Dundee Road. 
All of this change, however, Lakota Group is dependent on the village 

representative being able to reduce the poten- 
tial of flooding in the area. 
Much of the land has flooded in 

ea, 

reale a town center in 
bei;innirig to la.ke shape. 
d consultants. unveiled some 
.at t he new Center would look like 
se of twO •necent meetings; one of 
1Ppl 2:3, ' • 

the public to weigh in', on the 
proposal. 

Consultants from the' 
Lakota Group of Chicago un-
veiled their preliminary plans 
for new homes, retail shojis and 
other commercial endeavors 
around the Metra train Station. 

"This is what we call transit-
oriented development, which 
means it's clustered around the 
train station," said John LaM-
ott, a Lakota Group represcnta,  
tive. "It will include a mix of 
uses where people can 'work, 
shop and live." . 

Lakota consultants drew a 
half-mile around the train .sta-
tion and used if nq the foctis of 
the plan. The area includes 
Dundee Road around the for-
mer 

 
Kmart building and ex- - • 

tends to London Middle  

the town center area, including the demolition or 
renovation of existing retail stores and strip 
malls. Most of the new retail stores would be fo-
Cused along 'Di indee Road, but some would also 
be located on the lirst floor of condominium 
buildings that would be built on Wheeling Road 
near the train station. 

The size of the condominium buildings was 
riot specifically addressed, but 

 many residents said they would 
not oppose building heights of 
up to 10 stories, so long as they 
were offset by shorter buildings 
of about six stories. 

Plans varied for the triangle 
created by Dundee Road, Old 
McHenry Road and Route 83. 
Most of the public, however, 
preferred to see a large "an-
chor" type store to take the 
place of • the former Kmart 
building, with some smaller re-
tail stores in front of it. Many 
also favor improved parking 
and more landscaping at the 
strip malls across the street on 

the past, 'and massive amounts 
of water storage would be needed to prevent 
future flooding. 

How, much? 
It is too early in the process for anyOne to pro-

vide a fixed price on the redevelopment. But 
Stephen Friedman, a representative of consult-
ant S.B. Friedman and Associates, said the new 
buildings could cost anywhere from $100 million 
to $350 million. That does not include the costs 
of purchasing land, relocating existing busi-
nesses and creating the water detention areas. 

Riednian said it could take between 10 and 15 
years before the project is complete, 

The Village Board expects to formally adopt a 

redevelopment vision within the next month. 

; to shine 
itomers one-stop service 

By CASEY MOFFITT 
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open A new look 
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the Residents and business owners agreed the in-
Ave dustrial uses along Wheeling Road would have 
Via( to be relocated if the area is to reach its full po-
run tential. One version of the Lakota plan calling for 
elry increasing some light industry to complement 
the what's already there was rejected by the public. 

Plans call f a- major changes in and around 
moN, 
Chicago since many of his customers are 
from the North Shore and Wisconsin, 
and he has reduced his commute from 
about an hour to 15 minutes. 

"It started to get too expensive," he 
said of his old Wabash Street location. 
"Parking, taxes, rent, gas, food for lunch 
..7dre:r.razin,g got more expensive." 

This is the first time Shifrin and his u partner, Alex Babitsky, have owned their 
t  own business. 

13

"We decided it was time to open our 
t own store," Shifrin said. "We think it's a 
winning combination to have the mann-

1.3 facturing and the retail in one place." 

q 

  
The display cases in the store show-

case a variety of styles and wide range of 
materials. Customers can find rings and 
pendants made of yellow jade encrusted 
with diamonds, and rings set with a rose 
Anal 1- Trnisilal combinations like 

School.  
Metra is scheduled to nicreaSe the number of 

trains corning into and leaVingVilheeling in 2005, 
and additional train traffic, is expected make it 
more convenient for coiiiniuteta to use the serv-
ice, which should bring more people into the 

i area. Village officials would like those people to 
be able to get off the train and either walk home, 
to work or go shopping.; , . 4', 

6 This is what we 
call transit-oriented 
development, 
which means it's 
clustered around 
the train station. It 
will include a mix 
of uses where 
peo0e can work, 
shop and live. , 

Cathryn Scott/Staff Photographer 

North Store Jewelry's Boris Kats displays some of the shop's unique pieces. The Wheeling store opened in May. 



it4w8m483Rgimw.zEiiwz, awstang4g-amm.7w&tagea.,,r 
10,Wn841/dAsgUp2M1a2C 

' 1 
;§200Sgtat• c§dc4AgNNIh\x 

i3N iiNN % UAW AAA. A ; 

MIMPAHR225MHIM: 
r o, cq.,t ?. 

3"5"7-V"i""' ''T,T161 .,,IVM 
MEI5ip,'F,MEMADiMq6MMWV.E5W

, 
 V"?2V-gsKIMR#39-,V.,EtnegRIRm-K1 

k RtarAPPIWIMPIPT1M1 

iMacia0EkuLh6nLMni: 

2,IpPqR5iNR8SEMMS8PggliRMSEIGM0 

ISMOMWEl$RIMMSW8R4SMRIP83e 

• • * • 

O 

ONO 

Horchers appeal need 
for sprinkler in 'shed' 

Members of the village's Fire Sprinkler Ap-
peals Board found themselves in the uncomfort-
able position last week of having to conduct a 
hearing that pits elected trustees against each 
other. 

One trustee who is a member of the appeals 
board regretted the fact that he had to sit across 
from two members of the Horcher family who 
also serve as trustees. 

The board heard Michael P Horcher's con-
tention that the village's fire sprinkler ordinance 
does not apply to a building on the family's 
McHenry Road property. His father, Michael 
Horcher, and his brother, Patrick Horcher, sit on 
the Wheeling Village Board 
with two members of the three  
person appeals hoard. 

"This puts us in a very awk-
ward position," said Trustee 
Robert Heer, a member of the 
appeals board. "I've known the 
Horchers for a long time." 

Wheeling Fire Chief Keith 
MacIsaac has been trying since 
July 2002 to get the family to in-
stall a fire sprinkler system in 
the 800-square-foot building 
the family says will be used as 
a storage shed. The village first  

chief said he saw a foyer, an office and a full bath-
room in the building. The building is also heated 
and has its own electrical system. The building, 
according to 
Michael P Horcher, also has a second office. 

Village President Greg Klatecki, who also sits 
on the appeals board, said he was "confused" 
by the description of the building as a shed after 
hearing what is inside. 

"You said yourself they put a desk in there 
and it is used as an office," Klatecki said to Orth. 
'An office is not a shed. An office is not storage. 
An office is used for business, so I get confused 
when you use the word 'shed.' " 

Orth said the desk is used to lay out business 
records for viewing. He also noted there is no def-
inition  of a shed  in the ordinance. Orth also ar-

-guedifieTtOrchers were told the 
building would not need a 
sprinkler. 'frustee Michael 
Horcher said MacIsaac himself 
said the building would not 
need one. 

MacIsaac said his words 
must have been misinter-
preted. 

"I said it was up to the (Vil-
lage Board), and if (the 
Horchers) wanted to appeal I 
wouldn't stand in their way," 
MacIsaac said. "There are sev-
eral written documents that 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
c.; -;- STAFF WRITER 

C. 1 1, 3. () 

This puts us in a 
very awkward 
position. I've 
known the 
Horchers for a long 
time. 5 

Trustee Robert Heer 

state compliance (with the ordi-. 
nance) was expected." 

Orth said the cost of sprinkling the shed,r  
which is estimated between $10,000 and $15,000,11  
would prove to be a financial hardship for the }. 
family. He said the building cost $18,000 to build. in  

Appeals board members decided to continue nd  
the hearing until Oct. 28. Board members 
wanted to inspect the building themselves, and 
one left town days after the Sept. 30 hearing. The [st  appeals board will make a decision within 14 3 
days from the end of the hearing. Village Man-
ager Wallace Douthwaite is the third appeals 
board member. 

— E-mail Casey Moffitt at cmoffittipioneer-
local.com. 

learned of the shed being built 
that month. 

However, Jason Orth, the attorney represent-
ing Michael P Horcher, said the shed does not 
need a sprinkler, according to the village's ordi-
nance. Orth said the shed is used to store records 
for the family's farming business and Michael P 
Horcher's landscaping business. According to 
the ordinance, storage sheds, detached garages 
and other buildings considered to be incidental 
uses do not need sprinkler systems. 

"This is used to store records and files," Orth 
said. "There is no public access. There is no 
business conducted in there." 

But MacIsaac said the building is more than 
a shed. Upon an inspection in March, the fire 

"This is what we call transit-
oriented development;  which 
means it's clustered around the 
train station," said John LaM-
ott, a Lakota Group represcnta,  
five. "It will include a mix of 
uses where people can work, 
shop and live." 

Lakota consultants drew a 
half-mile around the train sta-
tion and uspri it pc the focus of 
the plan. The area includes 
Dundee Road around the for-
mer Kmart building and ex-
tends to London Middle 
School. 

Metra is scheduled to increase the number of 
trains coming into and leaving Wheeling in 2005, 
and additional train traffic is expected make it 
more convenient for commuters to use the serv-
ice, which should bring more people into the 
area. Village officials would like those people to 
be able to get off the train and either walk home, 
to work or go shopping.;  , , • • 

ope A new look 
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the Residents and business owners agreed the i n-
Ave dustrial uses along Wheeling Road would have 
Via to be relocated if the area is to reach its full po-
run tentiaL One version of the Lakota plan calling for 
elry increasing some light industry to complement 
the what's already there was rejected by the public. 

E Plans call for major changes in and around 
rnoN,.... — ....--......., 
Chicago since many of his customers are 
from the North Shore and Wisconsin, 
and he has reduced his commute from 
about an hour to 15 minutes. 

"It started to get too expensive," he 
said of his old Wabash Street location. 
"Parking, taxes, rent, gas, food for lunch 
... everything got more expensive." 

This is the first time Shifrin and his 
partner, Alex Babitsky, have owned their 

i

own business. i., 
"We decided it was time to open our 

t  , own store," Shifrin said. "We think it's a 
;winning combination to have the manu-

v facturing and the retail in one place." 
il The display cases in the store show-

case a variety of styles and wide range of 
', materials. Customers can find rings and 
pendants made of yellow jade encrusted 
with diamonds, and rings set with a rose 

11,11c,o1 onmhinations like 

the past, 'and massive amounts 
of new water storage would be needed to prevent 
future flooding. 

McHenry Road and Route 83. 
Most of the public, however, 
preferred to see a large "an-
chor" type store to take the 
place of • the former Kmart 
building, with some smaller re-
tail stores in front of it. Many 
also favor improved parking 
and more landscaping at the 
strip malls across the street on 
Dundee Road. 

All. of this change, however, 
is dependent on the village 
being able to reduce the poten-
tial of flooding in , the area. 
Much of the land has flooded in 

• to shine 
3tomers one-stop service 
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How much? 
111. 

It is too early in the process for anyone to Pro-
vide a Cited price on the redevelopment But 
Stephen Friedman, a representative of consult-
ant S.B. Friedman and Associates, said the new 
buildings could mit anywhere from $100 million 
to $350 million. That does not include the costs 
of purchasing land, relocating existing' busi-
nesses and creating the water detention areas. 

Friedman said it could take between 10 and 15 
years before the project is complete, 

The Village Board expects to forMally adopt a 

redevelopment vision within the next month. 

Cathryn Scott/Staff Photographer 

l/GlIG2—  Ara ...our--  .rnan...r. which means it's around the Metra train station. 
clustered around 
the train station. It 
will include a mix 
of uses where 
peoNe can work, 
shop and live., 

John LaMott, 
Lakota Group 

representative 

North Store Jewelry's Boris Kats displays some of the shop's unique pieces. The Wheeling store opened in May. 
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North Star  Star hopes to shine 
New jewelry store and workshop offers customers one-stop service 

Cathryn Scott/Staff Photographer 

North Store Jewelry's Boris Kats displays some of the shop's unique pieces. The Wheeling store opened in May. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

/10  - 7 -- 

A fter spending 13 years in down-
town Chicago, a Russian-born 
jeweler and his business part-
ner have moved their shop and 

opened a new store in Wheeling. 
North Star Jewelry opened in May in 

the new North Star Plaza on Milwaukee 
Avenue just north of Dundee Road. 
Vladimir Shifrin owns the store and 
runs an upstairs workshop, Club Jew-
elry Manufacturing, where a majority of 
the store's pieces are made. 

Shifrin said it made a lot of sense to 
move to Wheeling from downtown 
Chicago since many of his customers are 
from the North Shore and Wisconsin, 
and he has reduced his commute from 
about an hour to 15 minutes. 

"It started to get too expensive," he 
said of his old Wabash Street location. 
"Parking, taxes, rent, gas, food for lunch 
... everything got more expensive." 

This is the first time Shifrin and his 
partner, Alex Babitsky, have owned their 
own business. 

"We decided it was time to open our 
own store," Shifrin said. "We think it's a 
winning combination to have the manu-
facturing and the retail in one place." 

The display cases in the store show-
case a variety of styles and wide range of 
materials. Customers can find rings and 
pendants made of yellow jade encrusted 
with diamonds, and rings set with a rose 
opal. Unusual combinations like 
turquoise set in white gold and lined 
with green sapphires are also offered. 
Pearls — black and white are also a 
specialty used for pendants and ear-
rings. 

North Star 
Jewelry 

employee 

Imkhanitskiy 
examines a 

ring. 

Boris Kats, a store employee. "Espe-
cially if they're combined with white 
or yellow gold." 

Shifrin said he is still "feeling out 
the market" for the new store. 

"With Christmastime coming, we'll 
see what's in demand " 

Unique workmanship 
Shifrin said he plans to continue de-

signing unique pieces with the dozen or 
so other jewelers that work for him. The 
other jewelers in the shop each have 
their own specialty, whether its setting 
stones, engraving, finishing or polish-
ing. Each also has a unique sense of 
style. 

"We have people from 10 different 
countries," Shifrin said. "They're from 
the United States, Russia, Poland, Aus-
tria, Italy, Bulgaria, Peru, Mexico, Ja-
maica and the Ukraine. Each of the guys 
has brought their own ideas and designs 
to the shop. Everybody has their own se-
crets, so it's like a melting pot here." 

Most of the work at the shop is done 
by hand. Shifrin said some machine en-
graving is done, but even most of the en-
graving is handcrafted. Shifrin also 
recently purchased a machine that uses 
a laser to weld pieces together. Nothing,  

however, replaces handmade work, 
Shifrin said. 

"The quality of work and precision 
(of machines) is incredible," he said. 
"But it's limited in its creativity. Noth-
ing can replace human hands. The 

ousafiTs-Or 
years. It hasn't changed a lot. Basically, 
hand skills are still the most impor-
tant." 

Shifrin said his costs are kept low 
and the prices are competitive since 
most of the pieces in the store are made 
in the workshop. Custom pieces can be 
made at the shop, and the store will loan 
jewelry for special occasions. 

The shop also repairs jewelry and 
watches, and customers can take com-
fort knowing their valuables will be se-
cure. 

"They don't go anywhere," Shifrin 
said. "They're not going downtown. 
They're not going to New York or Los 
Angeles. They go upstairs and then 
they go downstairs. They never leave 
the building." 

North Star Jewelry is located at 137 
N. Milwaukee Ave. and is open from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. The store is 
closed Monday. 

However, some of the traditional 
stones and combinations are still some 
of the best-selling items at the store. 

"Diamonds are number one," said 



Boston property group buys prime Wheeling site 

Boston-based Cabot Proper-
ties Inc., a national industrial 
property company, has paid 
just less than $12 million for 

 770 Acco 
Plaza Drive Hot in Wheel- 
ing. The properties 3 4 5 , 0 0 0 - 

 square-foot 
industrial 

building is partially leased. 
Postal scanning, sorting and 
inserting equipment maker 
Bowe Bell & Howell occupies 
100,000 square feet. 

Meanwhile Acco Brands Inc., 
an office products maker and 
the seller of the property, will 
remain in its former building 
where it has leased 112,000 
square feet, which leaves about 
one-third of the space available 

BY LAURA GRANDT 
Daily Herald Business Writer 

When will new chef 
come to Le Francais? 
Owner says new hire will be made by year's end 

for rent. 
The original single-use build-

ing was redeveloped last year to 
allow for multiple tenants. 

Dan Smolensky, Chris 
Reynolds, Scott Brandwein and 
Jim Whalen of CB Richard Ellis 
worked on behalf of Acco 
Brands in the transaction. 

Timothy Gallagher of Gal-
lagher Realty Inc. represented 
Cabot Properties in the deal. 

"It was kind of a downward spiral out of the gate, 

which was tough." 

Michael Lachowicz, current Le Francais chef 

WUKEILNCK/E0A111IURALD 
Cabot Properties Inc. bought the partially leased building at 770 
Acco Plaza Drive in Wheeling from Acco Brands Inc. for just less 
than $12 million. 
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BY JON DAVIS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The suburbs' premier French 
restaurant will have a new chef 
by Jan. 1, the owner of Le Fran-
cais said Saturday. 

Michael Moran said the 
restaurant's original owner and 
chef, Jean Banchet, is helping 
"to find us the perfect French 
chef to help us take over the 
operation." 

That search is taking place 
"on both sides of the Atlantic," 
Moran said. 

The culinary changeover is 
prompted by the pending 
departures of current Chef 
Michael Lachowicz and his 
brother Tom, the restaurant's 
manager and sommelier, due to 
what they say are business-
related disputes with Moran. 

Michael Lachowicz Saturday 
said they have not set a depar-
ture date from Le Francais — a 
main course on Wheeling's 
"Restaurant Row" along Milwau-
kee Avenue — but are working to 
ensure a smooth transition. 

Moran said the brothers 
"have assured me they will not 
walk out and leave me in the 
lurch." 

Michael Lachowicz said leav-
ing is difficult because "this was 
a dream, and we gave up a lot to 
come here. As did the Moran 
family," he said, adding the  

Morans always have supported 
the restaurant financially, espe-
cially as a startup. 

Moreover, he said, business 
has grown since Sept. 1. 

The breakup comes 13 
months after Moran paid $2 
million for Le Francais, 269 S. 
Milwaukee Ave., and less than a 
year after they re-opened the 
restaurant with the aim of 
restoring its world-class status. 

"It is my wife's and my 
favorite restaurant in the whole 
world," Moran said. 

Lachowicz said problems 
began soon thereafter, and 
included disputes over market-
ing and an unfulfilled promise 
by Moran to give him and his 
brother a 49 percent ownership 
stake. 

"It was kind of a downward 
spiral out of the gate, which was 
tough," said Michael Lachowicz, 
34. 

He said the Moran family has 
been supportive of the restau-
rant, and there were some good 
times, "but anything after that is 
hard to spin positively, so I don't 
want to say anything about  

that." 
The Lachowiczes previously 

owned and operated Les Deux 
Gros in Glen Ellyn and Couchon 
Sauvage in Wheaton. 

Michael Lachowicz said their 
next restaurant also will be 
French, but will be in a Chicago 
neighborhood yet to be deter-
mined. 

Original chef/owner Jean 
Banchet opened Le Francais in 
1973 and quickly earned a 
national and international follow-
ing. In 1985, Bon Appetit 
magazine named Le Francais the 
nation's best restaurant. Four 
years later, Banchet leased the 
restaurant to Roland and Mary 
Beth Licionni. In 1993, Le Fran-
cais earned five stars from the 
Mobil Travel Guide, and two years 
later was included in the presti-
gious Relais & Chateaux/Relais 
Gourmand guide. 

Banchet returned in 1999, but 
retired in February 2001 after 
selling the restaurant to Phil 
Mott and chef Don Yamauchi. 

They re-opened Le Francais 
in March 2001, but closed it 
again in June 2003. 

Festival of 
Lights to 
signal start 
of holidays 

The Special Events Commis-
sion of Wheeling will present 
the seventh annual Festival of 
Lights celebration this year. 

This year's event will be held 
Nov. 23, starting at 6 p.m. at 
Wheeling village hall, 255 W. 
Dundee Road. 

The Holmes Middle School 
Chorus will perform music of 
the season, under the direction 
of Grace Sanchez. 

Organizers will serve hot 
chocolate and cookies, donated 
by Wheeling's Market Square 
Restaurant. 

Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus will 
be there to hear all the children's 
wishes for their holiday season. 

The big event is the lighting of 
the holiday lights — there will 
be more than 75,000 lights 
turned on in the village at the 
same time that evening at the 
village hall. 

The lights will be at the foun-
tain at Northgate and Dundee 
Road, at Lake-Cook Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue. The Wheel-
ing Park District will also 
coordinate their lighting with 
the village. 

There will be new decorations 
for the fountain. 

All of Wheeling is invited to 
join the party. 

For information, call Trustee 
Judy Abruscato at (847) 459-
2666, ext. 4107. 



Cole Taylor 
eyed as new 
village hail 

Hall. 
"It's time to move," Heer said. "I think a trans-

fer to Cole Taylor Bank would fit our needs." 
However, Trustee Dean Argiris said he wanted 

to know more about costs of renovating the 
building and how much interest the village 
would have to pay once they borrow money to 
buy the bank building. Douthwaite estimated 
renovation and moving costs at $1 million, but he 
had no firm figures. 

"We don't know the rate of borrowing, and we 
don't know the renovation costs," Argiris said. "I 
want to know the bottom-line numbers." 

Thustee Thevor Lehmann also questioned if 
the board wanted to borrow money for a building 
that did not solve all of the village's space prob-
lems. The bank building would do nothing to 
add garage space for the Public Works Depart-
ment, which village officials say is desperately 
needed. 

• uoie iayior Continued from page 5 

Trustee Patrick Horcher also questioned the 
logic of taking the building off the tax rolls, since 
it is in a prime location for a commercial enter-
prise. 

"It would be a waste of a good commercial 
site," he said. 

The village staff was instructed to get better 
information about the costs of moving and reno-
vating the building and to report back to the 
board. Trustees said they expect to make a deci-
sion on the issue in the next few weeks. However, 
all agreed that the space problem needs to be ad-
dressed one way or another. 

"Sooner or later, we as a board are going to 
have to bite the bullet to solve the space prob-
lem," Village President Greg Klatecki said. "The 
quality of work we expect (from the staff) won't 
be there if we don't." 

— E-mail Casey Moffitt at cmoffitt@pioneer-
local.com. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 
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The Village Board is consid-
ering moving much of village 
operations to the Cole Taylor 
Bank building on the corner of 
Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee 
Road. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling village officials 
were pleased with the Ram 
Restaurant and Brewery's Ok-
toberfest celebration held Sept. 
24 and Sept. 25, and said they 
are enthusiastic about letting 
the restaurant do it again next 
year. 

This was the first year the 
Ram held an Oktoberfest cele-
bration, and organizers said 
they hope it will bring in many 
visitors, just like Hans Bavarian 
Lodge once did before it closed 
years ago. The Wheeling Plan 
Commission wanted to have a 
debriefing hearing about the 
event after it passed to see what 
complaints, or compliments, 
came from residents. 

There were very few com-
plaints. Wheeling Police Cmdr. 

rleevans als6-  reported one 
man was arrested and charged 
with battery the first night of 
the Oktoberfest. He com-
mended the security staff at the 
event. 

"Security was very profes-
sional, and they handled the sit-
uation well," he said. 

Fetzer and Mark Fates, Ram 
general manager, both believe 
things will run smoother when 
they hold the event next year. 

"It was a new experience for 
us, and there was a bit of a  

ecute a buy-back clause from 
the owner. 

Bruce Taylor, president and 
chief executive officer of Cole 
Taylor Bank, said the deal 
would involve turning the lease 
aver to the village, which would 
then buy the building for just 
over $7 million. Taylor said the 

6 The Plan 
Commission will 
allow the Ram to 
host Oktoberfest 
next year. 

John lbevans said there was a 
complaint from a Shadow Bend 
resident living to the east about 
the noise from the music 
played outdoors under a tent. 
The entertainment consisted 
mainly of rock 'n' roll bands. 

Plan commissioners said 
they were not surprised to hear 
some complaints about the 
music. 

"Rock 'n' roll music is typi-
cally loud," said Commissioner 

The restaurant hired a shut-
tle bus to bring people to and 
from the Riverwalk parking 
garage on the northeast corner 
of Lake-Cook Road and Mil-
waukee Avenue. Fetzer said 
fewer people than expected 
used the parking facility. 

"I think we may have had 
some delusions of grandeur," 
Fetzer said. "We thought it 
could have been like Hans', 
where buses of people were 
coming in. It didn't happen the 
first year, and it probably won't 

41,o en.onrt ri 

Ken Brady. "It's supposed to be 
listened to loud." 

Brady, who lives about three-
quarters of a mile south of the 
restaurant, said he heard some 
of the music during the event 
when he was outside. He did 
not here it, however, when he 
was indoors. 

Lanny Fetzer, head brewer at 
the Ram, said he did not hear 
any noise complaints from the 
event until the Plan Commis-
sion hearing, which was held 
Oct. 14. He also said organizers 
were thinking about changing 
the layout of the celebration 
next year so the public-address 
speakers would face north to-
ward Lake-Cook Road, instead 
of south, where people live. He 
said that should reduce noise 
complaints. 

(Continued on page 14) 
business close to the restaurant 
for next year's event. They said 
they preferred to find a busi-
ness within walking distance to 
the restaurant. 

Plan commissioners agreed 
with that idea. They also had a 
few suggestions of their own to 
make the event more success-
ful. 

"It didn't seem to be particu-
larly German," said Commis-
sioner Steve Bonne. 

Fales said the organizers did 
not plan the event quickly 
enough to hire any traditional 

The majority of the remain-
ing $7.5 million total would be 
given to Smith as units in the 
306-condominium project are 
sold and occupied. If Smith 
cannot complete the project, he 
will only get money for the 
units that have been built, plus 
the $1.7 million he will get up 
front. That makes the village's 
initial investment its biggest fi-
nancial risk. 

The village would recoup its 
money as property taxes are 
paid on the units. The taxes will 
be significantly higher if the 
project is built than if the exist-
ing Simmerling Fence were to 
remain on the property. 

Consultants with S.B. Ried-
man and Company, which re-
viewed Smith's TIF request, 
estimate the village would re-
coup the $7.5 million in 12 
years through property tax in-
crements. 

"I accept that our payback is 
in the increment," said Trustee 
Patrick Horcher. "I understand 
that we would be investing in 
the project. I want to maintain 
as much control (over the Tit' 
money) as possible. I think 
when it's built, it will be a nice 
amenity for the village." 

llustee Dean Argiris, how-
ever, said he believes the $1.7 
million investment is still a 
fairly significant risk, consider-
ing the money is coming from 
village taxpayers in the taxing 
district. 

"There is no security, and 
that's what worries me," he 
said. "It's not our money." 

Early sales 

Smith will build Prairie Park 
in phases, using money from 
sales of one phase to help fund 
subsequent phases of construc-
tion. A market study has not 
been done on the project, but 
few trustees are concerned 
about Smith's ability to sell the 
units at $210 per square foot —
a price never commanded in 
Wheeling for residential prop-
erty. 

"I've had customers calling 
me at the bank for the past 
year-and-a-half asking when 
they will be able to see some-
thing on that property (to buy)," 
Ilustee Judy Abruscato said. 

Smith said he has 20 reser-
vations for sales at Prairie Park 
already, totaling more than $6 
million. He said he has not 
even begun his "media blitz" to 
advertise the development. 
The only advertising he has 
done for the development is 
putting a sign in front of the 
property. 

Village Manager Wallace 
Douthwaite said the village has 
two options to acquire money 
for Smith. Officials can borrow 

There is no 
security, and that's 
what worries me. 
It's not our 
money. 5 
Trustee Dean Argiris 

the money and pay it back with 
tax increments, or they can 
take money from the adjacent 
Crossroads TlF District and 
pay it back with North Milwau-
kee Avenue '1'1E funds at a later 
date. 

The Village Board has ag-
gressively been buying prop-
erty in the Crossroads TIF 
District, which includes the 
area around the Dundee 
Road/Milwaukee Avenue inter-
section. Douthwaite said the 
Crossroads TIF has about a $9 
million to $10 million balance 
that has been generated from 
rising property tax revenues. 

Smith's hurdles 

Smith said the property's 
soil conditions and potential for 
flooding are adding significant 
costs to the project. He said he 
will need to add 4 feet of soil in 
order to make the land suitable 
for construction. He also will 
have to build all the buildings 
and the entrance fountain on 
caissons. The concrete and 
steel caissons, which are placed 
in holes that can be 7 feet to 8 
feet around, are drilled down to 
stable earth and support the 
structures above. 

"You can imagine the costs 
(to build caissons)," Smith said. 
"If it were a good piece of dirt, 
these costs wouldn't be 
needed." 

Smith also said soil would 
have to be drained to build 
much of the underground in-
frastructure, and that a soil en-
gineer would be required to be 
at the site at all times during 
construction. 

Smith said the soil condi-
tions make private investors 
and lenders reluctant to invest 
in the project, which is why TIF 
money is needed to make it 
work. Attorneys for the village 
and the developer will put the 
language together for the 
agreement, which must be ap-
proved by the Village Board. _ _ 

si Village Continued from page 9 
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.The move, if it is realized, bank has agreed to put up $3 
could finally be the answer to million to bring the purchase 
crowded conditions at Village price of. the building in line 
Hall on 'Dundee Road that with its market value. That 
study after study has shown to money is not solely available to 
be too cramped for village ern- the village, though. 
ployees. • • "Anyone ' who wants the 

Cole Thylor consolidated its building would have to buy it 
cotporate operations and sup- through a similar structure that 
port services from three loca- was proposed to the village," 
tions, including Wheeling, to a :Taylor said. 
new building in Rosemont last Taylor said the bank will 
weekend. Village officials sublease the top two floors to 
began inquiring about buying another business and keep the p.- 
tne ouncung for a village bottom 119or as a branch office 

- hall after word came that a de d if it is, not sold. Even if the vil-
With a commercial develop !I' lage, buys the building, it will 
kit through': The Village Boa d lease' 'the bottorri floor to the • 

since late July or early August. `Wheeling has been a very reement has been discussing the is,t le bank to operate as a branch. 

Now that the bank has good market for us, and we 
moved most of its staff, Village want to stay ' Thylor said for development by allowing the 
Manager Wallace Douthwaite Douthwaite said the bank is 
said officials need to make a de- willing to sign a flse-year lease 
ciSibn. with a three year option for 

"This met with some degree about $100,000 a year to keep 
of approval in executive ses- the branch open. 
sion," Douthwaite said. "We Trustees Robert Heer ' and 
need to know if we should Judy 'Abruscato said they were 
nio0e along.  with.  negotiations ready to move on the deal, 
to take over the building." which would allow the village 

The real-estate deal is quite to move its administration and 
whip! icated. Cole Taylor sold finance offices from Village 
the building in the late 1980s, Hall, as well as the community 
but , continued to lease the en- development and economic de-
tire facility. According to the velopment departments from 
lease, Cole Illylor can buy the the Wickes Fluniture building,  
building back for $7 million. where it leases space. The po- 
Howeve4, Cole Taylor has the lice, fire and public works de- L. When the infrastructure is built, 
ability to turn the lease over to partments would stay at Village 'us moneY' 
another entity, which could ex- (Continued on page 13) 

e Village Board wants to ensure 
it money is used solely for infra-
.ovements to the site. 'frustee 
in suggested the $1.7 million be 
escrow account, with the village 

iw money to pay for improve-
eased property taxes that come. 
red properties in the Tit' district 
off the loans. 
e skeptical of giving Smith $6 
ray and still want to have strict 
out the $1.7 million to minimize 

E. 
ey will go into construction costs 
Smith said when asked where the 

closing 

Plan commissioners give 
Oktoberfest a thumbs up 
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Hall. 

"It's time to move," Heer said. "I think a trans-
fer to Cole Taylor Bank would fit our needs." 

However, Trustee Dean Argiris said he wanted 
to know more about costs of renovating the 
building and how much interest the village 
would have to pay once they borrow money to 
buy the bank building. Douthwaite estimated 
renovation and moving costs at $1 million, but he 
had no firm figures. 

"We don't know the rate of borrowing, and we 
don't know the renovation costs," Argiris said. "I 
want to know the bottom-line numbers." 

Ilustee Trevor Lehmann also questioned if 
the board wanted to borrow money for a building 
that did not solve all of the village's space prob-
lems. The bank building would do nothing to 
add garage space for the Public Works Depart-
ment, which village officials say is desperately 
needed. 

Thistee Patrick Horcher also questioned the 
logic of taking the building off the tax rolls, since 
it is in a prime location for a commercial enter-
prise. 

"It would be a waste of a good commercial 
site," he said. 

The village staff was instructed to get better 
information about the costs of moving and reno-
vating the building and to report back to the 
board. 11-ustees said they expect to make a deci-
sion on the issue in the next few weeks. However, 
all agreed that the space problem needs to be ad-
dressed one way or another. 

"Sooner or later, we as a board are going to 
have to bite the bullet to solve the space prob-
lem," Village President Greg Klatecki said. "The 
quality of work we expect (from the staff) won't 
be there if we don't." 

— E-mail Casey Moffitt at cmoffitt@pioneer-
local.corn. 
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Village, developer closing 
in on financing agreement 
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BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 
r• 

Thistees are growing more comfortable about 
giving a developer village money to build a large 
condominium complex on the village's north 
side. 

They expressed more of a willingness to help 
the builder, Mark Smith of Smith Family Con-
struction, after Smith reduced his request for vil-
lage financial assistance from $6 million before 
the project even begins to $1.7 million. 

Smith, whose Prairie Park development calls 
for 306 condominium units, said he will need 
about $7.5 million in total village funds if the 
project is to succeed. The money would ulti-
mately come from a tax increment financing dis-
trict the village has already approved for the site. 

TIF districts, as they are commonly known, 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling village officials 
were pleased with the Ram 
Restaurant and Brewery's Ok-
toberfest celebration held Sept. 
24 and Sept. 25, and said they 
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provide money for development by allowing the 
village to borrow money to pay for improve-
ments. The increased property taxes that come 
from the improved properties in the TIF district 
then go to pay off the loans. 

Trustees were skeptical of giving Smith $6 
million right away and still want to have strict 
control on doling out the $1.7 million to minimize 
the village's risk. 

"All the money will go into construction costs 
of the project," Smith said when asked where the 
funds will go. 

However, the Village Board wants to ensure 
that the up-front money is used solely for infra-
structure improvements to the site. Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann suggested the $1.7 million be 
set up like an escrow account, with the village 
being the agent. When the infrastructure is built, 
Smith will get his money. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Plan commissioners give 
Oktoberfest a thumbs up 

   

Ken Brady. "It's supposed to be 
listened to loud." 

Brady, who lives about three-
quarters of a mile south of the 
restaurant, said he heard some 
of the music during the event 
when he was outside. He did 
not here it, however, when he 

   

The Plan 
Commission will 
allow the Ram to 
host Oktoberfest 

Garbage pickup returns to normal 
Waste Management crews are back on track picking up 

garbage on the normal schedule as of Tuesday morning after 
catching up on the waste that was amassed during the week-
long strike. 

Over the weekend, crews worked every day taking house-
hold waste from curbs throughout the village. James Lang, 
Wheeling's public relations coordinator, said yard waste and re-
cyclables are now being taken from the curb as well. 

Lang said he received no complaints after the strike ended. 
He also said residents took great advantage of the two roll-

off garbage containers placed behind Village Hall during the 
strike. Public works crews hauled away more than 30 tons of 
garbage from the containers to the Solid Waste Agency of 
Northern Cook County site in Glenview The containers were 
hauled away by Waste Management on Monday. 

The village spent $800 for the two containers, but Lang said 
it was worth the cost to help residents get rid of their trash. 

"Of course, some residents didn't want to put garbage in 
their cars and come down to Village Hall to get rid of it, but 
we're glad they were willing to meet us halfway," he said. "I'd 
like to thank all the residents for their patience and coopera-
tion during the strike. I think we all made the best of a bad sit-
uation." / B . /4 - 

Cole Taylor 
eyed as new 



train commuters to live, work 
and shop near the station. 

The plan also shows an ex-
tended Northgate Parkway 
from its terminus behind the 
Recreation Center and a new 
road from Wolf Road that will 
lead behind the current Village 
Hall and connect with the 
Northgate Parkway extension 
and the existing Northgate 
Parkway. All agreed both roads 
are necessary to create easy ac- 

LI don't think we 
can give up a prime 
corner like Dundee 
Road and Route 83 
to condominiums. 9 

Plan Commissioner 
Ken Brady 

No small plans 
for town:center 

sioner Ken Brady suggested finding water de-
tention areas further upstream along the Wheel-
ing Drainage Ditch so more commercial 
development could be put along Dundee Road. 

"We're giving up a lot of property to deten-
tion," he said. 'We don't have to use entire lots 
(for detention). It seems like a waste to give up 
all of that land." 

Missing from the plan is the burying or mov-
ing of the Commonwealth Edison high-tension 
power lines on the west side of Wheeling Road. 
Trustee Trevor Lehmann, who sits on the com-
mittee, favors the eventual burial or relocation of 
the lines. 

"It would really help clean up the neighbor-
hood," he said. "It could be $1 million per tower, 
but that's OK because we're talking about a 20-
year plan here." 

Kmart site plans 
The committee instructed the consultants to 

draw up a "plan A" and a "plan B" for the Dundee 
Road site formerly occupied by 
Kmart. One plan would focus 
on attracting one large retailer 
to use the space. The other 
would most likely include retail 
buildings along Dundee Road 
with more condominiums be-
hind, which would better com-
plement the town center 
around the train station. 

"This is where the synergy 
(with the town center) is going 
to happen," Lehmann said. "We 
need residential to support the 
commercial." 

Several proposals were pre-
sented for the area around the Dunhurst Shop-
ping Center. The consultants presented a plan to 
make facade improvements to the center and 
move the International Furniture building closer 
to Dundee Road. That plan met with approval 
from some committee members. 

"I think this is the easiest place to make 
changes, and we need to move fast on it," said 
John Flannagan of the Economic Development 
Commission. "If we spruce it up, I think it would 
make (developing) the east side (of the plan) eas-
ier." 

Lehmann said the village should condemn 
the entire property and start over with a brand-
new look. Consultant Friedman responded by 
saying he would build condominiums on the site 
if the village chose to condemn. That suggestion 
did not sit well with most committee members. 

"Dundee Road and Milwaukee Avenue is all 
the commercial opportunities we have," plan 
commissioner Brady said. "We are really 
strapped for major street commercial areas. I 
don't think we can give up a prime corner like 
Dundee Road and Route 83 to condominiums." 

The consultants will bring back more detailed 
plans to the committee next month. If those 
plans meet with the committee's approval, they 
will be forwarded to the Village Board and used 
as a guide for redevelopment. 

The village is paying the consultants with 
grant money from the Regional Transportation 
Authority. 

Contact Casey Moffitt at cmoffitt@pioneer- 
loc alicm
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ets," Horcher said. "But it's one 
of the few buildings left in the 
village that is significant to us." 

Trustees also agreed to a re- 
quest from William Hein of the 

Trustees said it is not necessary to tear the historical society to establish a preservation corn- 
building down right away and figured that de- mittee with the society and the Wheeling Park 
laying approval of the demolition bid would buy District. The committee would be charged with 
them more time to find a way to preserve it. identifying buildings in the village that might be 

"Letting the building sit there doesn't deter worthy of preservation. 
the property from being sold," 1Thustee Patrick Members of the Wheeling Park Board told 
Horcher said. "I don't feel it's necessary to take historical society members at an Oct. 7 meeting 
that final step now" that the park district does not have the money to 

The Village Board has been working to im- move the Forke building to Chamber Park, 
prove Milwaukee Avenue, buying land and de- where the historical society's museum and other 
molishing obsolete buildings as a way to attract historical buildings stand, and would only accept 
developers. The small lots are difficult to de- the building if a trust was established to help de-
velop, and the village is trying to make it easier fray maintenance costs. 
by buying the lots and combining them into big- Contact Casey Moffitt at cmoffitt@pioneer- ger ones. local.com. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
r. STAFF WRITER 
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Plans for a modernized commercial and resi-

dential corridor along Dundee Road are begin-
ning to take shape. 

Consultants from the Lakota Group and S.B. 
Friedman and Co. last week presented concep-
tual proposals to a special study committee made 
up of Wheeling elected officials, staff members 
and local business leaders that call for major re-
development of three areas: The Metra train sta-
tion, Community Recreation Center and Aquatic 
Center, as well as the areas surrounding them; 
the former Kmart lot and existing Lynn Plaza 
shopping center; and the Dunhurst Shopping 
Center. 

The consultants and committee agree that the 
best plan for the area around the Metra station 
should be a giant leap in new development and 
intensity. The consultants presented a plan that 
includes new retail stores close to Dundee Road 
and a total of 520 new condominiums between 
Wheeling Road and Northgate 
Parkway. The idea is to attract  

cess to the area. 
"I would say you have to mandate (the new 

roads)," said Steve Friedman, a principal with 
S.B. Friedman and Co. "I say 'mandate' inten-
tionally because it's a strong word, but I really 
think you have to fmd ways to move traffic in 
and out of here." 

The plan also calls for the construction of a 
new village hall on Northgate Parkway east of 
the train station, an idea that divided the com-
mittee. Village staff members on the committee 

,tended to favor that proposal since they are most 
affected by the cramped quarters at the current 

I  facility on Dundee Road. 
Jan Buchs, executive director of the Wheeling 

Park District who also sits on the committee, fa-
, vored it as well. She said it would be a good focal 
point for the entire project. 

But other members said they want to see a 
tax-generating building in that area. And some 
said they were apprehensive to throw another 
possible village hall location on the table while 
the village is exploring the possibility of buying 

i the Cole Taylor Bank building and turning it into 
village hall or expanding the current building. 

Easing flooding 
1 

Flooding is a major issue for the area, and the 
I  plan shows all of the northern side of Dundee 
l  Road between the train tracks and the post office 
a  to be turned into water detention. 
r Committee members said they are not excited 
n  about the prospect of having what looks like a 
s, giant lake along Dundee Road. Plan Commis- 
firefighter. 

Forke owned three buildings 
along Milwaukee Avenue. The 
other two have been torn down. 

Patrick Horcher 

Ambulance refunds being mailed out 
Michael Mondschain, Wheeling's fmance director, said re-

funds to residents who paid money for ambulance fees can ex-
pect refunds to arrive soon. 

Mondschain said requests for refunds have been coming 
into his office since the Village Board asked him to refund the 
fees, which should have never been collected. 

According to the ambulance fee ordinance, the only money 
to be collected is to come from insurance companies, Medicare 
or Medicaid. Whatever amount insurance did not cover was to 
be waived. However, due to a miscommunication, the billing 
service was sending out balance-due bills to residents. Resi-
dents paid an average of $79 per ambulance ride with out-of- 
pocket money. • 2.3 - o 3 
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Ambulance refunds being mailed out 
Michael Mondschain, Wheeling's finance director, said re-

funds to residents who paid money for ambulance fees can ex-
pect refunds to arrive soon. 

Mondschain said requests for refunds have been coming 
into his office since the Village Board asked him to refund the 
fees, which should have never been collected. 

According to the ambulance fee ordinance, the only money 
to be collected is to come from insurance companies, Medicare 
or Medicaid. Whatever amount insurance did not cover was to 
be waived. However, due to a miscommunication, the billing 
service was sending out balance-due bills to residents. Resi-
dents paid an average of $79 per ambulance ride with out-of-
pocket money. t . 2.3 - 0  3 
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BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

10 • .2 3 • a 
A Milwaukee Avenue building has been 

spared, for now, as the Wheeling Village Board 
recognized its historical significance to the vil-
lage. 

Village officials received a $13,888 bid from Al-
brect Enterprises of Des Plaines to demolish a 
village-owned building at 65-67 S. Milwaukee 
Ave. However, members of the Wheeling Histor-
ical Society objected to its demolition, citing the 
building's local historical sig- 
nificance. 

The building was owned by 
Hank thrke, who ran a funeral 
home in the building around 
the turn of the 20th century. 
Until recently, it housed John's 
Shoe Repair and a kitchen and 
bathroom tile shop. 

Forke was more than just an 
undertaker. He served as vil-
lage trustee for 24 years, soon 
after Wheeling was incorpo-
rated in 1894. He also was a 
member of Wheeling's first 
school board and a volunteer 
firefighter. 

Forke owned three buildings 
along Milwaukee Avenue. The 
other two have been torn down. 

Trustees said it is not necessary to tear the 
building down right away and figured that de-
laying approval of the demolition bid would buy 
them more time to find a way to preserve it. 

"Letting the building sit there doesn't deter 
the property from being sold," Trustee Patrick 
Horcher said. "I don't feel it's necessary to take 
that final step now" 

The Village Board has been working to im-
prove Milwaukee Avenue, buying land and de-
molishing obsolete buildings as a way to attract 
developers. The small lots are difficult to de-
velop, and the village is trying to make it easier 
by buying the lots and combining them into big-
ger ones. 
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However, Trustee Dean Argiris suggested the 
board may want to create a partnership with the 
historical society and the Wheeling Park District, 
which helps support the society, to make sure the 
village is not erasing local history 

"I've been a pro clean-up-the-town guy." he 
said. "But to my amazement, I found out that 
building has got some history" 

Trustee Judy Abruscato said she did not see 
anything special in the building and is reluctant 
to spend money to have it moved or otherwise 
preserved, although she voted in favor of tabling 

the demolition bid. 
"We're trying to dean up Mil-

waukee Avenue, and now at the 
death hour we're looking to 
save (the building)," she said. 
"There are different ways to do 
something unique. To me, that 
building is not unique." 

Other trustees, however, said 
they believed it was worth the 
village's time to see how much 
it would cost to move or pre-
serve the building. 

"It's not a monument, and 
it's not on any historical dock-
ets," Horcher said. "But it's one 
of the few buildings left in the 
village that is significant to us." 

Trustees also agreed to a re- 
quest from William Hein of the 

historical society to establish a preservation com-
mittee with the society and the Wheeling Park 
District. The committee would be charged with 
identifying buildings in the village that might be 
worthy of preservation. 

Members of the Wheeling Park Board told 
historical society members at an Oct. 7 meeting 
that the park district does not have the money to 
move the Forke building to Chamber Park, 
where the historical society's museum and other 
historical buildings stand, and would only accept 
the building if a trust was established to help de-
fray maintenance costs. 

Contact Casey Moffitt at cm,offittQpioneer-
local.com. 
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Trustees grant reprieve 
to old Forke building 

Letting the 
building sit there 
doesn't deter the 
property from being 
sold. I don't feel it's 
necessary to take 
that final step 
now 9 

Trustee 
Patrick Horcher 



Trustees eyeing the prize 
Village Board moving toward buying Cole Taylor Bank building 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Negotiations are expected to move 
quickly now that a majority of the Village 
Board has publicly expressed a desire to 
buy the Cole Taylor Bank building. 

Four out of six trustees gave their un-
qualified support last week to the purchase 
and instructed Village Manager Wallace 
Douthwaite to step up talks with Cole Tay-
lor representatives so that the village can 
take over ownership of the building. 

Douthwaite said he expects the negotia-
tions to end soon. 

"I'd rather get this done in two or three 
weeks, not two or three months," Douth- 

waite said. 
Village officials may transform the bank 

building at Dundee Road and Milwaukee 
Avenue into a new village hall, or they may 
market it for commercial development. 

Those trustees who believe the village 
needs to purchase the building regardless 
of its future use include Trevor Lehmann, 
Dean Argiris, Patrick Horcher and Michael 
Horcher. 

Trustees Judy Abruscato and Robert 
Heer are only interested in buying the 
property if the village uses it as a village 
hall. 

The differences in opinion are obvious. 
"I'm in support of acquisition for a dif-

ferent use (than a village hall)," said  

Trustee Trevor Lehmann at the board's 
Oct. 20 meeting. "I think we should buy it 
for a commercial use." 

"If we're not planning to move and we 
buy it just for an investment, then my vote 
would be against it," Abruscato said. "If 
we're not getting the building to move, 
then why buy it? There is no plan, so I don't 
know why we would buy that building." 

Bank's move 
Cole Taylor consolidated its corporate 

operations and support staff from three lo-
cations, including Wheeling, into a new 
building in Rosemont earlier this month. 

(Continued on page 15) 

Cole Taylor and village officials sits in a tax increment financing 
have been working on a pur-
chase agreement since late 
July. 

Trustees first publicly dis-
cussed the possibility of buying 
the bank building at an Oct. 6 
meeting. While no one pushed 
for the village to purchase the 
building at that time, there was 
some discussion about how the 
building would be used if the 
village bought it. Those discus-
sions continued last week. 

Lehmann said he would pre-
fer to expand the existing Vil-
lage Hall instead of moving into 
the Cole Taylor building, pro-
vided that concerns about 
flooding around Village Hall 
can be addressed. 

Should Village Hall be reno-
vated, staff will have to be tem-
porarily relocated, and the Cole 
Taylor building could be used 
for that purpose, according to 
Tustee Michael Horcher. 

Cole Taylor Bank has leased 
the building since selling it in 
the late 1980s. Cole Taylor can 
buy the building back for just 
over $7 million, according to a 
condition in the lease, or the 
bank can also transfer the lease 
to another tenant. 

If agreement is reached 

bank, Cole Taylor would pass its 
lease on to the village, which 
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.Drc e s developer to withdraw plans for northern Milwaukee Ave. h  

district, so the village could use 
TIF money to buy it. Douthwaite, 
however said TIF money cannot 
be used if the village intends on 
using the property for public pur-
poses such as a village hall. 

The village has about $13 mil-
lion in reserve funds — about 65 
percent to 70 percent of its an-
nual operating budget, said 
Michael Mondschain, Wheel-
ing's finance director. He pointed 
out, however that village rev-
enues are down this year, and 
that village officials may have to 
rely on reserve funds at the end 

of the year to balance the budget. 
Trustee Heer based part of his 

concern about the building's pur-
chase on the lack of a solid plan 
for its use. 

"We need a plan," he said. "Are 
we going to buy just to buy and 
hopefully we'll do something 
with it?" 

Argiris argued that purchase 
is a "good investment" no matter 
what the future may hold. 

"If we can get a $7 million 
building for $4 million, that 
sounds like a good deal to me," 
he said. 

But Abruscato responded by 

pointing to the 10-acre parcel at 
77 Hintz Road the village bought 
in 2000 for $1.35 million as an ex-
ample of what a "good invest-
ment" will do for the village 
without a plan. The land is still 
vacant and no development 
plans have materialized. 

Village President Greg Klate-
cki did not attend the Oct. 20 
meeting, but he said during an 
interview Monday that he favors 
moving village operations into 
the building if it is purchased. He 
added that the Village Board 
must develop a plan either way if 
trustees vote to buy the property. 

between the village and the 

 an + 

proposeruts 

"If we purchase it, we'd better 
use it," he said. 

Douthwaite pointed out that 
the building will not fulfill all 
the village's needs as a new vil-
lage hall. It would not address 
the need for more public works 
garage space or truck space for 
the fire department. It would, 
however, consolidate the ad-
ministration, finance, commu-
nity development and 
economic development depart-
ments, which are split between 
Village Hall and the Wickes fur-
niture building, where the vil-
lage rents offices. 

million into the purchase of the ,_ , ._ __, , former Wonder 
building to bring the price closer inclu' e  Bread property and a vacant lot to market value, said Bruce Tay-  
lor, president and chief execu- adjacent to it to the north. The 
five officer for Cole Taylor. new plan includes the esdsting 

s Part of the purchase agree- AAA Alit° Sales' which is adia- 
i: ment would allow Cole Taylor cent to the Wonder Bread prop- 
( to lease the bottom floor of the ertY to the south' 
t building and use it as a bank The proposal is considered a 

branch. Bank officials are seek- planned unit development, 
/ ing a 10-year lease with a five- which requires a developer to 
( year renewal option. begin the process with a Village 
1 Greg Haddad, a real estate un_B°art1_,,,,werksh°P meeting. The 

consultant hired by Cole Taylor, Wheeling  Plan Commission 

r said the bank expects to be able cannot begin another public 
t to operate the branch regard- hearing on the project until the 
7  less of whether the building be- Village Board gives its blessing 

comes a village hall or is for the.  project to continue in 

redeveloped commercially. the review process. 
t Haddad said a failed cede- "The petitioner has added 
s velopment deal, which would land to the south side of the de-

have brought a Jewel super- velopment," explained Jeff 
market to the site, included Hares, village Planner All 
space fora branch office. PUDs must be notified with a 

legal description. The original 

Money matters description for this develop- 
ment did not include the land 

Argiris supports the village t°  the south." 

purchasing the building, but he William Hein, representing 
Tantillo Homes, asked the Plan also has questions about how the 
Commission last week to con-village would come up with $4 

million to buy it, and an esti-
mated $770,000 to move village 
operations there. 

"I am concerned how to pay 
for it," he said. "In my mind, we 
have to do what s best for the res-
idents." 

The village could use reserve 
funds or borrow money for all or 
• . of the costs. The buildin • 

It's our property, 
and we have the 
right to develop it., 

William Hein, 
Tantillo Homes 

consultant 

tinue the hearing so new plans 
could be drawn or an amend-
ment to the petition could be 
drafted_ Plan commissioners, 
who had continued the hearing 
three times already, refused to 
grant another continuance. 

Commissioner Stuart 
Shapiro tried to make two dif-
ferent motions to continue the 
hearing to the last two possible 
dates of the year, but fellow 
commissioners rejected both 
motions. 

That left two options for the 
fate of the proposal: The Plan 
Commission could reject it or 

Tantillo Home; souk: withdraw 
it. Harris said it could take the 
developer as long as a year to 
submit a new plan if the Plsm 
Commission rejected the pro- 
posal- 

Paced with the prospect of 
waiting that long, Hein wowed 
t o withdraw the petition. 

The developments frus-
trated Shapiro because he be- 
lieves Tantillo Homes 
submitted a better plan at the 
urging of the Plan Commission 
by adding smaller buildings 
and a retail aspect to the proj-
ect, and by including the south-
ern lot. 

Shapiro said the developer 
had done what was asked of 
him, and that it wasn't fair to 
turn him away. 

"We asked him to include a 
commercial aspect to the plan 
and now he's wrong for doing 
it?" Shapiro asked. "You're try-
ing to tell me that we're going 
to vote him down because he 
did what we asked?" 

Hein was equally  frustrated 

s  by 'the newewrinkle 
"We're trythg to suffice your 

Wishes," he told the cornm:s-
sion. "We took your comments 
and started putting them into 
this particular plan that :mu see 
now,,  

The Plan Comrni.inn's ac-
tions, however are not deter-
ring Ihntillo from puzsetnis 
development of the property. 
Hein said the developer will re-
submit plans for the property, 
even though the Village Board 
has indicated in public meet-
ings and through letters to the 
developer that the village 
would like to buy the properties 
and develop them to their R-
ing. 

Trustees have said they 
would like to see commercial 
development on the site, in-
stead of residential 

"It's our property, and we 
have the right to develop it," 
Hein said 

• 
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`An accident waiting to happen' 
Horchers, village say McHenry Road sidewalk a hazard that should be rebuilt 

to otoutol: &Fir 

H Pie*: Ranarnan/Pouneer Press 

Traffic on McHenry Road passes by sloping pavement connected to the sidewalk in front of 910 
McHenry Road. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Michael Horcher believes a 
new sidewalk in front of his 
home and business invites trou-
ble. 

"It's an accident waiting to 
happen," said Horcher, a mem-
ber of the Wheeling Village Board 
and co-owner of the family busi-
ness along McHenry Road. 
"We're pretty upset about it" 

Horcher said he has over-
heard young skateboarders say 
the sidewalk makes an ideal 
ramp for their wheeled exploits, a 
thought that immediately con-
jures visions of trouble. And he 
said the idea of installing a 
handrail along the sidewalk is not 
the answer to correcting the prob-
lem. 

`A child can still slip under-
neath (a handrail)," he said. "I'd 
rather just see them take (the 
sidewalk) out" 
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Public can comment on taxing district (the sidewalk)." 
Mitchell said he did not 

know why the village wanted 
the walk moved closer to the 
road. Stavros said the walk 
was moved closer to the street 
as an alternative to building a 
retaining wall that was later 
determined to be too close to 
trees that officials wanted pre- 

C

I

served. 
Mitchell confirmed there 

have been discussions about a 
handrail along the walk, but 
he is unaware of any discus-
sions about lowering any gas 

t(  mal
the 

 ns
mai

. H
n

e
s 
 said 
 did  nthote inhibit

locatio  nthoef 

sidewalk construction at all. 

fa Major construction on the 
widening project is complete 
and all lanes were opened to 
traffic Friday. Stavros said 
other than the sidewalk issue, 
the village is pleased to see the 
road widened from two lanes 
to five. There are now two 
lanes for traffic flow in each di-
rection, with a center turn 
lane. 

"It's going to be a great im-
provement for moving traffic," 
he said. "I think it will help, 
with the center lane, for peo-
ple trying to into and out of 
Whippletree, Addolorata Villa 
and some of those other sub-
divisions without a traffic 

•s••light." 
Some lanes along the road 

aL may be closed occasionally 
Lis over the next few weeks as 

crews finish small aspects of 
Olt the project such as sealing or 
el filling cracks. The entire proj- 

ect cost $8.8 million. 
bplwar— 
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Local taxing bodies support 
Wheeling officials' desire to es-
tablish another special tax dis-
trict, and now the village hopes 
residents feel the same. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
will hold a public meeting Nov. 
10 to get opinions and views on 
a new tax increment financing 
district along Dundee Road 
stretching from Wheeling Av-
enue to the eastern border of 
London Middle School. The 
Village Board is expected to 
adopt an ordinance creating 
the new TIF district a few 
weeks after that hearing. 

"The key will be if the public 
doesn't have a rabid distaste for 
it," said Mark Rooney, assistant 
to the village manager. "But I 
think most people would love 
to see the new enhancements 
rather than fight it." 

Rooney said the village's de-
sire to improve commercial and 
residential development 
should help village officials 
earn public support. One of 
those projects is a new town 
center to be developed around 
the Metra train station. 

Village officials, business 
owners and residents for three 
months now have been provid-
ing their vision for the future of 
the area to consultants from the 
Lakota Group, S.B. Friedman 
and Associates and the Metro 
Transportation Group. Village 
officials hope to create a 
bustling center where people 
can work, shop and live with  

easy access by train, car, bicycle 
and foot. 

TIF money would be used to 
acquire land and make infra-
structure improvements for the 
new town center. The TIF does 
not give the Village Board any 
more authority to condemn or 
purchase land, but it gives the 
village access to borrowed 
funds outside of the annual 
budget. 

More importantly, though, a 
good amount of TIF money 
from the new district would go 
into flood mitigation projects, 
Rooney said. Flood mitigation 
would be necessary to build a 
new town center, and it would 
help a great number of resi-
dents and businesses. 

"Flooding is a hugely impor-
tant issue," Rooney said. "Peo-
ple are paying a lot in extra 
(flood) insurance, and they are 
susceptible to a lot of damage 
— both physical and emotional 
damage — from floods." 

About one-third of Wheeling 
has a high potential of flooding. 

Representatives of local tax-
ing districts met Oct. 8 to re-
view the new TIF district. 
According to state law, the vil-
lage must get approval from a 
majority of taxing bodies to es-
tablish the district since it 
freezes property values from 
which all taxing bodies can col-
lect for the duration of the dis-
trict, which can last up to 23 
years. 

Property owners pay the full 
amount of taxes, but any in-
crease in tax revenue goes into 
a special fund and not to the 
taxing bodies. That money, or  

the increment, is used to pay 
for improvements in the tar-
geted areas. 

Rooney said each of the rep-
resentatives sent by their re-
spective group supports the 
new district. 

Larry Cahall, a member of 
the Indian Trails Public Library 
District Board, said library rep-
resentatives had no reason to 
oppose the formation of the TIF 
district, even though they ob- • 
jected to the creation of the 
North Milwaukee Avenue TIP 
District in February. 

"With the north TIF, we felt 
the village stretched a few defi-
nitions of a few things," Cahall 
said. "I voted `no' (in February) 
because I felt they were trying 
to include some property that 
shouldn't have been included." 

Cahall said he believed all 
the land in the new TIE should 
be included. He also said he 
was encouraged when village 
officials agreed to work out a 
deal to help the library receive 
some TIF money if develop-
ment brings new users to tht li-
brary. 

Daniel Schuler, assistant su-
perintendent of planning for 
Wheeling Elementary School 
District 21, said he voted in 
favor of the new TIT' district be-
cause of the long-term benefits 
it will provide the village and 
the school district. 

"We're in a situation where 
the district waits to be sup-
portive of what the village is 
trying to do.' Schuler said. 
"The village wouldn't be able to 
get the kind of development it 
wants without (the TIE')." 
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happy about (the slope)," Stavros 
said. "There's still going to be dis-
cussions about it (with IDOT)." 

Stavros said village officials  
will ask IDOT to work with 
Nicor Gas to lower the main 
and replace the sidewalk xvit1-1_ 
out the steep slope. If that is 
not possible, Stavros said there 
has been some discussion 
about installing a handrail 
along the top of the walk. 

"We don't think that's the 
safest either," Stavros said. 
"With the handrail, you're also 
talking about maintenance is-
sues." 

However, Craig Mitchell, 
area construction supervisor of 
IDOT's North Cook County Di-
vision, said the slope had noth-
ing to do with the main, but 
rather with a village request to 
move the sidewalk away from 
the Horcher property line. 
There was no other way to sta-
bilize the land running along 
the sidewalk without paving it, 
Mitchell said. 

"We moved the walk where 
the village wanted," Mitchell 
said. "Since the (Horcher) 
property is higher than the 
road, there's no way of leveling 
(the sidewalk)." 

Mitchell said he did not 
know why the village wanted 
the walk moved closer to the 
road. Stavros said the walk 
was moved closer to the street 
as an alternative to building a 
retaining wall that was later 
determined to be too close to 
trees that officials wanted pre-
served. 

Mitchell confirmed there 
have been discussions about a 

C
handrail along the walk, but 
he is unaware of any discus-
sions about lowering any gas 

t mains. He said the location of a  
the mains did not inhibit the 
sidewalk construction at all. 

f‘wideningproject is complete 
 on the a Major construction 

and all lanes were opened to 
traffic Friday. Stavros said 
other than the sidewalk issue, 
the village is pleased to see the 
road widened from two lanes 
to five. There are now two 

i; lanes for traffic flow in each di-
to rection, with a center turn 

lane. 
"It's going to be a great im-

provement for moving traffic," 
he said. "I think it will help, 
with the center lane, for peo-
ple trying to into and out of 
Whippletree, Addolorata Villa 
and some of those other sub-
divisions without a traffic 
light." 

s13 Some lanes along the road 
all may be closed occasionally 
T-Is over the next few weeks as 

crews finish small aspects of 
°I1  the project such as sealing or 
-el filling cracks. The entire proj-

ect enst $8.8 million. 
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Local taxing bodies support 

Wheeling officials' desire to es-
tablish another special tax dis-
trict, and now the village hopes 
residents feel the same. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
will hold a public meeting Nov. 
10 to get opinions and views on 
a new tax increment financing 
district along Dundee Road 
stretching from Wheeling Av-
enue to the eastern border of 
London Middle School. The 
Village Board is expected to 
adopt an ordinance creating 
the new TIF district a few 
weeks after that hearing. 

"The key will be if the public 
doesn't have a rabid distaste for 
it," said Mark Rooney, assistant 
to the village manager. "But I 
think most people would love 
to see the new enhancements 
rather than fight it." 

Rooney said the village's de-
sire to improve commercial and 
residential development 
should help village officials 
earn public support. One of 
those projects is a new town 
center to be developed around 
the Metra train station. 

Village officials, business 
owners and residents for three 
months now have been provid-
ing their vision for the future of 
the area to consultants from the 
Lakota Group, S.B. Friedman 
and Associates and the Metro 
Transportation Group. Village 
officials hope to create a 
bustling center where people 
can work, shop and live with  

easy access by train, car, bicycle 
and foot. 

TIF money would be used to 
acquire land and make infra-
structure improvements for the 
new town center. The TIF does 
not give the Village Board any 
more authority to condemn or 
purchase land, but it gives the 
village access to borrowed 
funds outside of the annual 
budget. 

More importantly, though, a 
good amount of TIF money 
from the new district would go 
into flood mitigation projects, 
Rooney said. Flood mitigation 
would be necessary to build a 
new town center, and it would 
help a great number of resi-
dents and businesses. 

"Flooding is a hugely impor-
tant issue," Rooney said. "Peo-
ple are paying a lot in extra 
(flood) insurance, and they are 
susceptible to a lot of damage 
— both physical and emotional 
damage — from floods." 

About one-third of Wheeling 
has a high potential of flooding. 

Representatives of local tax-
ing districts met Oct. 8 to re-
view the new TIF district. 
According to state law, the vil-
lage must get approval from a 
majority of taxing bodies to es-
tablish the district since it 
freezes property values from 
which all taxing bodies can col-
lect for the duration of the dis-
trict, which can last up to 23 
years. 

Property owners pay the full 
amount of taxes, but any in-
crease in tax revenue goes into 
a special fund and not to the 
taxing bodies. That money, or 
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the increment, is used to pay 
for improvements in the tar-
geted areas. 

Rooney said each of the rep-
resentatives sent by their re-
spective group supports the 
new district. 

Larry Cahall, a member of 
the Indian Trails Public Library 
District Board, said library rep-
resentatives had no reason to 
oppose the formation of the TIF 
district, even though they ob-
jected to the creation of the 
North Milwaukee Avenue TIF 
District in February. 

'With the north TIF, we felt 
the village stretched a few defi-
nitions of a few things," Cahall 
said. "I voted 'no' (in rv) 
because I felt they were trying 
to include some property that 
shouldn't have been included." 

Cahall said he believed all 
the land in the new Ta' should 
be included. He also said he 
was encouraged when village 
officials agreed to work out a 
deal to help the library receive 
some TIF money if develop-
ment brings new users to the li-
brary. 

Daniel Schuler, assistant su-
perintendent of planning for 
Wheeling Elementary School 
District 21, said he voted in 
favor of the new TIF district be-
cause of the long-term benefits 
it will provide the village and 
the school district. 

'We're in a situation where 
the district waits to be sup-
portive of what the village is 
trying to do,' Schuler said. 
"The village wouldn't be able to 
get the kind of development it 
wants without (the TIF)." 

Public can comment on taxing district 

- al ) 

a 4 c )  

1. " .)- • a) v2 o ms • o `7' b) g 0 0 C-) 1--1 ci a) ° (-) c' <1.) — • o w r2.,,c) _a
a 
 ,Z)  o ° ° 0 " ° c4-+

cu  

   



T15-1 f  
a) "C \,..) - to 0  

4'11 c) to to v&4; 

• Village zoning allows for a 

7
c maximum of 10 units per acre. cf,  

• The current proposal calls for 

BETTER BUSINESS 100 
CAMPUS CLOSE-UPS 21 
CLASSIFIED ADS Cl 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE B34 
TINA DEAN 20 

• Send e-mail to arlington @pioneerloca .com 
NTo visit our online service, go to http://www.pioneE  
• Be sure to include your name and telephone nut 

Public can comment on taxing district 

t. 

Traffic on McHenry Road passes by sloping 

McHenry Road. 

DEPARTMEN 
FILM CLIPS 
HOROSCOPE 
IMAGES  
OBITUARIES 
OPINION 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
-D  STAFF WRITER 

Ct.— :DO f) 3 
Local taxing bodies support 

Wheeling officials' desire to es-
tablish another special tax dis-
trict, and now the village hopes 
residents feel the same. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
will hold a public meeting Nov. 
10 to get opinions and views on 
a new tax increment financing 
district along Dundee Road 
stretching from Wheeling Av-
enue to the eastern border of 
London Middle School. The 
Village Board is expected to 
adopt an ordinance creating 
the new TIF district a few 
weeks after that hearing. 

"The key will be if the public 
doesn't have a rabid distaste for 
it," said Mark Rooney, assistant 
to the village manager. "But I 
think most people would love 
to see the new enhancements 
rather than fight it." 

Rooney said the village's de-
sire to improve commercial and 
residential development 
should help village officials 
earn public support. One of 
those projects is a new town 
center to be developed around 
the Metra train station. 

Village officials, business 
owners and residents for three 
months now have been provid-
ing their vision for the future of 
the area to consultants from the 
Lakota Group, S.B. Friedman 
and Associates and the Metro 
Transportation Group. Village 
officials hope to create a 
bustling center where people 
can work, shop and live with  

easy access by train, car, bicycle 
and foot. 

TIF money would be used to 
acquire land and make infra-
structure improvements for the 
new town center. The TIF does 
not give the Village Board any 
more authority to condemn or 
purchase land, but it gives the 
village access to borrowed 
funds outside of the annual 
budget. 

More importantly, though, a 
good amount of TIF money 
from the new district would go 
into flood mitigation projects, 
Rooney said. Flood mitigation 
would be necessary to build a 
new town center, and it would 
help a great number of resi-
dents and businesses. 

"Flooding is a hugely impor-
tant issue," Rooney said. "Peo-
ple are paying a lot in extra 
(flood) insurance, and they are 
susceptible to a lot of damage 
— both physical and emotional 
damage — from floods." 

About one-third of Wheeling 
has a high potential of flooding. 

Representatives of local tax-
ing districts met Oct. 8 to re-
view the new TIF district. 
According to state law, the vil-
lage must get approval from a 
majority of taxing bodies to es-
tablish the district since it 
freezes property values from 
which all taxing bodies can col-
lect for the duration of the dis-
trict, which can last up to 23 
years. 

Property owners pay the full 
amount of taxes, but any in-
crease in tax revenue goes into 
a special fund and not to the 
taxing bodies. That money, or  

the increment, is used to pay 
for improvements in the tar-
geted areas. 

Rooney said each of the rep-
resentatives sent by their re-
spective group supports the 
new district. 

Larry Cahall, a member of 
the Indian Trails Public Library 
District Board, said library rep-
resentatives had no reason to 
oppose the formation of the TIF 
district, even though they ob-
jected to the creation of the 
North Milwaukee Avenue TIF 
District in February. 

"With the north Tlk; we felt 
the village stretched a few defi-
nitions of a few things," Cahall 
said. "I voted 'no' (in Fr hri iaTvl 
because I felt they were trying 
to include some property that 
shouldn't have been included." 

Cahall said he believed all 
the land in the new TLF should 
be included. He also said he 
was encouraged when village 
officials agreed to work out a 
deal to help the library receive 
some TIF money if develop-
ment brings new users to tht li-
brary. 

Daniel Schuler, assistant su-
perintendent of planning for 
Wheeling Elementary School 
District 21, said he voted in 
favor of the new TIF district be-
cause of the long-term benefits 
it will provide the village and 
the school district. 

`We're in a situation where 
the district waits to be sup-
portive of what the village is 
trying to do.' Schuler said. 
"The village wouldn't be able to 
get the kind of development it 
wants without (the TH.')." 

Trustees: 
Condos 
too big 
for lot 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Village Board 
is inclined to allow a developer 
to build condominiums on 
Hintz Road, but trustees would 
also like to see town houses or 
row houses included in the de-
velopment. 

L&K Development, a com-
pany that has never built in 
Wheeling, asked trustees for 
views on a 66-unit condo-
minium proposal it submitted 
to village staff for a 3-acre par-
cel next to Lakeside Villas and 
west of Jackson Drive on the 
north side of Hintz Road. The 
developers wanted to build 
two, four-story buildings with 
access in between. 

Trustees said the density of 
the project is too intense and 
asked the developer to scale it 
back at an Oct. 20 meeting. 

"That's a lot of units to put 
into such a small space," 
Trustee Judy Abruscato said. "I 
would like to see it scaled 
down, or single-family homes." 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
asked if the developers could 
build town houses or row 
houses instead. If that's not 
possible, he asked if a combi-
nation of condos and town 
houses could be built. Other 
trustees agreed that such a 
combination could address the 
board's concerns about density. 

22 per acre. 
"You could put 25 to 30 units 

there with town houses and 
still make (zoning) code," he 
said. 

Trustee Dean Argiris said 

(Continued on page 16) 
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II Mail all correspondence to: 
The Wheeling Countryside 
291 Dunton Ave. 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004-5903 

OM send your news by fax, call 797-5151. 
■ Send e-mail to arlington @pioneerlocalcom 
ET° visit our online service, go to http://www.pionef  
• Be sure to include your name and telephone nui 
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BETTER BUSINESS 
1  CAMPUS CLOSE-UPS  

CLASSIFIED ADS  
Traffic on McHenry Road passes by sloping CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
McHenry Road. TINA DEAN 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
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Local taxing bodies support 

Wheeling officials' desire to es-
tablish another special tax dis-
trict, and now the village hopes 
residents feel the same. 

The Wheeling Village Board 
will hold a public meeting Nov. 
10 to get opinions and views on 
a new tax increment financing 
district along Dundee Road 
stretching from Wheeling Av-
enue to the eastern border of 
London Middle School. The 
Village Board is expected to 
adopt an ordinance creating 
the new TIF district a few 
weeks after that hearing. 

"'Me key will be if the public 
doesn't have a rabid distaste for 
it," said Mark Rooney, assistant 
to the village manager. "But I 
think most people would love 
to see the new enhancements 
rather than fight it." 

Rooney said the village's de-
sire to improve commercial and 
residential development 
should help village officials 
earn public support. One of 
those projects is a new town 
center to be developed around 
the Metra train station. 

Village officials, business 
owners and residents for three 
months now have been provid-
ing their vision for the future of 
the area to consultants from the 
Lakota Group, S.B. Friedman 
and Associates and the Metro 
Transportation Group. Village 
officials hope to create a 
bustling center where people 
can work, shop and live with  

easy access by train, car, bicycle 
and foot. 

TIF money would be used to 
acquire land and make infra-
structure improvements for the 
new town center The TIF does 
not give the Village Board any 
more authority to condemn or 
purchase land, but it gives the 
village access to borrowed 
funds outside of the annual 
budget. 

More importantly, though, a 
good amount of TIF money 
from the new district would go 
into flood mitigation projects, 
Rooney said. Flood mitigation 
would be necessary to build a 
new town center, and it would 
help a great number of resi-
dents and businesses. 

"Flooding is a hugely impor-
tant issue," Rooney said. "Peo-
ple are paying a lot in extra 
(flood) insurance, and they are 
susceptible to a lot of damage 
— both physical and emotional 
damage — from floods." 

About one-third of Wheeling 
has a high potential of flooding. 

Representatives of local tax-
ing districts met Oct. 8 to re-
view the new TIF district. 
According to state law, the vil-
lage must get approval from a 
majority of taxing bodies to es-
tablish the district 
freezes property va] 
which all taxing bodii 
lect for the duration 
trict, which can last 
years. 

Property owners p 
amount of taxes, br 
crease in tax revenue 
a special fund and 
taxing bodies. That 

100 FILM CLIPS 

the increment, is used to pay 
for improvements in the tar-
geted areas. 

Rooney said each of the rep-
resentatives sent by their re-
spective group supports the 
new district. 

Larry Cahall, a member of 
the Indian Trails Public Library 
District Board, said library rep-
resentatives had no reason to 
oppose the formation of the Tit' 
district, even though they ob-
jected to the creation of the 
North Milwaukee Avenue TIF 
District in February. 

"With the north TIE we felt 
the village stretched a few defi-
nitions of a few things," Cahall 
said. "I voted 'no' (in February) 
because I felt they were trying 
to include some property that 
shouldn't have been included." 

Cahall said he believed all 
the land in the new 'I'll should 
be included. He also said he 
was encouraged when village 
officials agreed to work out a 
deal to help the library receive 
some TIF money if develop-
ment brings new users to tht li-
brary. 

Daniel Schuler, assistant su-
perintendent of planning for 
Wheeling Elementary School 
District 21, said he voted in 

MTV - 

:Tr-tog 
MOH -asia r.ri-inauros palmt 
aq pp-logs ileur-a anISUajj( 

V pue snotpo ainumun 
-rued 

aq anaasap Lusaop Thuds 
padiar 

it pue air aldoad :padsa 
autos saniasap ureds os 

•aed atuon muds 
tuuds lea sueor.raury 

•tuare Sam atunsse sjar In( 
• uoittn aq Lueo sueotlauni u 

•peards normpu 
pawl-143nm jo awed 
aqi uo swarparan an; pear 

sem an jo sSep isrom am 
purii mar alEal3 aattlao; 

do puno.12 jo saqagen Joj 

ININIMMMNIMMIM  

'UP 

pug 0.10111 /CUM are ararg 

*uo pue uo 

/Ciaar inoge A 

Jo is 

21 HOROSCOPE 
C1 IMAGES 

B34 OBITUARIES 
20 OPINION 

Public can comment on taxing district 



Elbow grease 
flies at new 
police facili 

Police on special patrol this weekend 
. 3 3 

The Wheelingi  Police Department will be adding patrols this 
weekend to focus on drunk driving and other unsafe driving 
practices. 

The department cited an increase in adults going to costume 
parties and other Halloween festivities over the weekend as 
part of the reason for the added patrols. Police Chief John 
Popadowski said it is more likely adults will be going to parties 
with alcohol available since Halloween is on a Friday this year. 

Popadowski also reminded drivers to be alert for trick or 
treaters early Iliday evening and to slow down as they ap-
proach groups of children. 

The special enforcement is funded by a grant from the Illi- 
nois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Safety. 

Thck-or-treat hours set 
The Wheeling Police Department has set the hours of 2 p.m. 

to 6 p.m. for trick or treating Friday. 
Deputy Chief John Stone said this is one hour earlier than 

usual. Schools are in session for a half day, Stone said, so the 
hours will let kids go out and get back home earlier and safer. 

Wheeling board to discuss 
snuffed out smoking ban 
BY MATT ARADO 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 7  
-03 

Wheeling trustees and health 
board members will sit down 
tonight to talk about a recently 
shelved proposal to ban smok-
ing in public places. 

It will be the groups' first face-
to-face discussion of the issue, 
which ignited a small contro-
versy a couple of months ago. 
No formal action will be taken 
at the meeting. 

"I think the health board 
looks at this as an opportunity 
to reach some common ground 
with the trustees," said village 
health officer Michael Boyle, 
who serves as adviser to the vol-
unteer health board. "Maybe 
the two can find a starting point 
for some kind of smoking law" 
Continued from Page I 

ban would hurt business. 
Village trustees, some of them 

surprised that the health board 
had drafted the law without 
consulting the village board first, 
said in September that they 
would not support the ban and 
canceled a public hearing that 
had been scheduled on the 

Tonight's workshop will begin 
at 7:30 at village hall, 255 W. 
Dundee Road. 

In late August, health board 
members started preparing the 
final draft of a law that would 
have banned smoking in all 
Wheeling restaurants, bars and 
public places, and within 25 feet 
of the entrance or ventilation 
systems of such places. 

As written, the law would 
have been the strictest smoking 
ban in Illinois. 

Health board members 
planned to fokward the pro-
posed law to the village board 
for discussion. But before that 
could happen, the proposal 
sparked sharp criticism from 
restaurant owners, who said the 

See WHEELING on PAGE 4 

issue. 
The experience left trustees 

and health board members feel-
ing angry. Tonight's meeting will 
give the two boards a chance to 
talk and get on the same page, 
Village Manager Wally Douth-
waite said. "I don't know that the 
trustees have any specific goals 
in mind, other than 'Let's talk 
about the issues,' " he said. 

plan Village Hall move 
owners will help the village buy the Cole Taylor 
kg for use as a new village hall. 
anager Wallace Douthwaite said the village will 
Ilion to cover the purchase price of the buildingat 
vr,nue and Dundee Road, and moviTy v,. 
!ctor Michael Mondschain said ] 2 5 -ie built ling will add just under $ Pg. r2" ' 0 9.  go to. 40.7, 0  ()meow ner with property assesses • 
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Police officers, village offi-
cials and other volunteers are 
working together to spruce up 
a Wolf Road building in order 
to transform it into a commu-
nity-centered satellite office 
for the Wheeling Police De-
partment. 

One of the Police Depart-
ment's ongoing objectives is to 
increase its visibility in the 
community. So when the 
building at 99-101 N. Wolf 
Road became available, village 
officials decided to buy it and 
help the department reach its 
goal. 

The Police Department will 
move its Crime Prevention 
Unit and its social worker into 
the building. A desk will be set 
up for those residents who 
take part in citizens patrol 
units, and a beat officer will be 
in the new office to take re-
ports, said police ern-df. TOM 
Teevans. Teevans said he ex-
pects the office will be open 
from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m. Mon-
day through Fliday. 

However, before anything 
can be moved into the build- 

, ing, it needs some work. Police 
I officers have been working on 
the building after shifts for the 
past three weeks, replacing 
ceiling tiles, putting on a fresh 

! coat of paint, removing the 
flooring and replacing bath- 
room fixtures. Police Chief 
John Popadowski said officers 
and other volunteers have 
been doing the work them- 
selves to save money. crt "The problem is, we were 
expecting to utilize a federal 
grant to pay for the renova-

, tions," Popadowski said at the 
building with a paint roller in 
hand, "but that fell through." 

The department has been 
t looking to its officers, as well 
(.-,mas the business community 

and Wheeling residents, for 
help. Deputy Chief John Stone 

pa said employees of the village's 
6Public Works Department 

have lent a hand, and local 
t businesses have donated 
.money to cover some of the 
R renovation costs. Members of 

the Citizens Police Academy 
7 c Alumni Association have also 

donated time to work at the 
building. 

5	 "We have to live within our 
cf! budget," Stone said. "We have 

keen costs down.'', 

Although the department is 
looking forward to opening the 
satellite office, officials are in 
no hurry to move in. Popad-
owski said the department 
would rather take its time with 
renovations to save money 
than open the office quickly. 

"(Opening) is up in the air 
right now," Popadowski said. 
"The sooner we get people in 
here, the better we'll feel." 

The village took over own-
ership of the building Sept. 18, 
said James Lang, Wheeling's 
public relations coordinator. 
The village bought two store-
fronts, with a three-bedroom 
apartment above, for $255,500, 
Lang said. 

We have to live 

within our budget. 

We have to keep 

costs down., 

Deputy Chief 
John Stone 

The building used to house 
a barber shop and jewelry 
store on the first floor. A resi-
dent in the upstairs apartment 
moved out at the beginning of 
the month. 

Stone said the building's 
proximity to the Pavilion Se-
nior Center and the OMNI 
Youth Services Resource Cen-
ter will make it easier to work 
with senior citizens and fami-
lies. 

Teevans said the depart-
ment is expecting a lot of pub-
lic interaction in the building. 
Besides the services and units 
the department will move 
there, the upstairs will be used 
for Rape Aggression Defense 
courses and other public pre-
sentations. 

The department is still 
seeking donations and volun-
teers to help get the office 
open. The department could 
use lumber, furniture and cash 
donations, as well as more vol-
unteers to work on the build- 

Spratt takes 
department 
of public 
works reins 
BY MATT ARADO 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 
i • • 0-3  

Charles "Chuck" Spratt, a 25-
year veteran of municipal 
service, is Wheeling's new public 
works director. 

Spratt, who joined the village's 
staff in 1995, 
has served as 
the acting 
director since 
Aug. 18. "I'm 
very happy to 
be named 
director, but 
also a little sur-
prised at the Charles Spratt 
same time," 
Spratt said. "I know there were a 
lot of qualified people up for the 
job." 

Spratt said what excites him 
most about his new position is 
that it allows him to be involved 
in all aspects of the public works 
department. Prior to being 
named as the acting director, 
he'd spent most of his career 
doing fleet maintenance work. 

In 1995, Wheeling hiredliim 
as a fleet services supervisor. In 
1999, he was promoted to the 
position of building and fleet 
services supervisor. 

"I always knew about the 
other things public works did, 
but now I can actually be part of 
them," he said. "That's exciting 
for me." 

Spratt takes over a public 
works department that was 
reorganized this past summer. 
In August, trustees agreed to 
split the department into sepa-
rate public works and 
engineering units. 

Guy Kolberg, then public 
works director, was tapped to 
lead the engineering unit, leav-
ing the public works spot open. 
"We have a great department, 
and right now I'm going to focus 
just on getting everybody on 
track," Spratt said. 

Village Manager Wally Douth-
waite said Spratt is simply the 
right man for the public works 
job. 

"Chuck is an extremely skilled 
public works professional, obvi-
ously familiar with the village 
and has the respect of the men 
and women in our depart-

- ment," Douthwaite said. 
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_Spratt new public works director 
Charles Spratt is the new director of Wheeling's Public 

Works Department. . 
Spratt, who was named to the position Oct. 16, has been the 

department's building and fleet services supervisor since No-
vember 1999, and has been the acting public works director 
since August. Spratt first joined the department in 1995. 

Spratt replaces Guy Kolberg, who now directs the village's 
new Engineering Department. y 13 0. 3 C 
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Horcher hearing delayed , r 3 - 

,! , Village officials postponed a hearing dealing with the vil-
lage's requirement that a sprinkler system be installed in a 
shed on the Horcher property on McHenry Road. 

The Fire Sprinkler Appeals Board was set to continue the 
hearing Oct. 28 for Michael P Horcher after it opened the hear-
ing process Sept. .30. The Oct. 28 hearing was delayed because 
Horcher hired a new attorney. No new date has been set. 

Appeals Board members continued the Sept. 30 hearing in 
order to inspect the shed. After the inspection, two members 
went out of town for a conference, and one of them stayed out 
of town for a few more weeks. 

The Appeals Board is made up of Village President Greg 
Klatecki, Village Manager Wallace, Douthwaite and Trustee 
Robert Heer. Horcher's father and brother sit on the Village 
Board. 

The Horcher case is the first heard by the Appeals Board, 
which was created when the Village Board amended its sprin- 
kler ordinance in July. 

Village officials refuse to issue an occupancy permit for the 
shed because they believe it falls under village requirements 
calling  for buildings to have a fire sprinkler system. Horcher 
says the building does not need a sprinkler because it will only 

• i'be used to store business records. Village officials, however, say 
the sprinkler is needed because the shed includes two offices 

0) a p and a full bathroom, features that indicate the shed will be 
copied by people on a somewhat regular basis. 
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Is Wheeling meant to have a town center. ,0,45 
Residents raise questions about development plan for around Metra station BY MATT ARADO 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling resident Laurel 
Anderson told village trustees 
Monday night that she doesn't 
want the village to turn itself 
into a copy of its neighbors. 

Village leaders are considering 
a plan that would create a spe-
cial taxing district to facilitate a 
"town center" development 
around the Metra train station 
south of Dundee Road. 

The new town center likely 
would consist of a mixture of 
shops and residences similar to 
what towns including Arlington 
Heights and Mount Prospect 
have created around their train 
depots. 

Anderson told trustees that by 
trying to keep up with neigh-
boring towns, the village is in 
danger of losing its unique char- 

acter. 
"Wheeling was never meant 

to have a town center," she said. 
"It was not laid out to have a 
town center. Why do we have to 
be like every other town?" 

Anderson spoke during 
Monday night's public hearing 
about the proposal to create a 
tax increment financing district 
along Dundee Road, roughly  

between Wolf and Elmhurst 
roads. The proposed district 
would include the Metra station 
property. 

Village leaders believe that 
creating a TIF district in that 
area would help the village 
increase its sales tax base and 
upgrade its image. The TIF dis-
trict also would be used to make 
important flood-control  

improvements, Assistant Village 
Manager Mark Rooney said. 

In a TIF district, a town can 
freeze property tax levels for up 
to 23 years. As the value of the 
land rises, the amount of prop-
erty taxes, paid on the property 
above the frozen level is used to 
cover certain redevelopment 
and improvement costs. 

The village board could vote  

on the proposed town center 
TIF district as early as Nov. 24. 

Other residents Monday night 
asked village leaders whether 
they plan to condemn any 
properties as part of the TIF 
plan. Rooney said the plan does 
not identify any properties for 
condemnation. 

If approved, the town center 
TIF district would be the vil-
lage's fourth active TIF district. 
The other three are located 
along Milwaukee Avenue. 



BRIAN KERSEY/SPECIAL TO THE DAILY HERALD 
Firefighters hose down a jet with foam to control a fuel leak. The jet skidded off the runway Tuesday 
at Palwaukee Municipal Airport during an aborted takeoff. 

Plane skids off runway; no one hurt 

BY MATT ARADO 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

N 0 bl 
Wheeling leaders believe the 

solution to the staff's space 
shortage could lie in a 66,000-
square-foot building on Dundee 
Road. 

Trustees are considering 
buying the building at 350 E. 
Dundee Road and using it to 
house several village depart-
ments. Buying the building,  

which is now home to Cole-
Taylor Bank, would cost $5 
million, roughly $1 million of 
which would be used for renova-
tions and furnishings. 

Funding would likely come 
from a general obligation bond 
issue, which would then be paid 
off by Wheeling taxpayers via the 
property tax levy. 

Village Manager Wally Douth-
waite said the purchase would 
cost the owner of a $200,000 

Man robs bank, turns self in 
BY VERONICA GONZALEZ 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A 25-year-old Wheeling man 
walked into a Mount Prospect 
bank Friday afternoon, handed 
a teller a note demanding 
money and walked out. 

Minutes later, he did some-
thing rather unusual. 

He called police from a pay 
phone in nearby Randhurst 
Shopping Center and turned 
himself in, said Mount Prospect 
police Sgt. Mark Bonner. 

"It's not normal procedure for 
a bank robber to follow,"  

Bonner said Friday night. "They 
don't usually give us a call after 
they commit their offense." 

The FBI immediately took the 
man into custody, he said. 

At about 2:20 p.m. the man 
walked into the Bank One at 55 
E. Euclid Ave., a freestanding 
bank near Randhurst. 

The man handed the teller a 
note and walked out with an 
undisclosed amount of money, 
then walked over to the mall, 
Bonner said. 

Neither the man's name or 
the charges were available 
Friday night. 

Man robs bank, 
turns himself in 

BY PAT KROCHMAL 
STAFF WRITER 

/ - .2 - a3 

The FBI charged a Wheeling 
. man with bank robbery Mon-
day after he reportedly admit-
ted he stole about $800 from 
Bank One in Mount Prospect 
Nov. 14 — and then called po-
lice and waited to be arrested. 

Justin A. Bordner, 25, of 1430 
Sandstone, presentosl a note 

. that read, 'This is a robbery," to 
mt. the hnlalc located at 5! 

E. Euclid Road abott 2:30 p.m., 
said an FBI spokes" roman. 

The teller hands d over the 
money, which was mostly in 
$50 bilk. About i0 minutes 
later, the man called the Mount 
l'rospect polieq, identified him-
self by mime and told them that  

armed, offered no resistance. 
In fact, he told officers that the 
money was in his pocket, the 
spokeswoman added. 

The officers returned Bord-
ner to the bank, where the 
teller identified him as the rob-
bet: A surveillance camera also 
recorded a man matching his 
description in digital photo-
grphs. 

Bordner identified himsel 
as the robber in the Photos, and 
gave a verbal, as well as a writ-
ten, confession to the FBI 
agents, who are charged with 
conducting investigations of 
federally insured banks. 

Why did he turn himself in? 
" We don't know,".  said an 

agent.'"We really don't know." 

• 

Trustees ready 
to create new 
taxing district 

starting at the 
Dunhurst 
Shopping Cen-
ter to the west 
and spreading 
east to Wolf 
Road. It would 
also include 
land along 
Wheeling 
Road south to 
Mercantile 
Court, as well 
as the triangle 
formed by Old 
McHenry 
Road, state 
Route 83 and Dundee Road. 

The new TIF district, 
called the Town Center TIF, 
would freeze the amount of 
property taxes all taxing 
bodies in the village can col-
lect from the district for up 
to 23 years. Property owners 
will still see property taxes 
go up as their land increases 
in value. However, any addi-
tional tax dollars paid, or the 
increment, would be put 
into a special fund and used 
for redevelopment and capi-
tal improvements. 

The village wants to cre-
ate the new TIF district to 
build a town center around 
the Metra train station and 
to alleviate flooding in the 
area. 

The TIF will not give the 

Solar

a village any more legal au-
thority to purchase land, 
condemn land or make im- 

addi r • p ovements, but it will give ty officials access to money 
outside of the annual budget 

By CA:  to do those things. 
sTAF  The Village Board held a 

; public hearing on the new 
Solara Tapas Bar or TIF district Nov. 10. It must 

tempting to offer a t wait a minimum of 14 days 
along Wheeling's farm between the public hearing 

Tapas, or small pl and passing a resolution cre-
ented cuisine. Portia ating the district. 
signed to be shared Three people spoke dur-
people, said Eddie Lal ing the public hearing, in-

"It's bar food," Lak eluding one resident — 

BY NADIA MALIK 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Two pilots realized during a 
takeoff Tuesday at Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport that they were 
experiencing problems — while 
traveling at more then 100 mph 
-7- and needed to stay on the 
ground. 

While trying to stop, the plane 
skidded off the runway about 
1:45 p.m., but neither the two 
pilots nor three passengers 
aboard were injured. 

"Nobody was hurt, but they 
(the pilots) realized it was too 
risky to get the plane in the air," 
said Rob Mark, an airport 
spokesman. 

He said the pilots were not  

certain exactly what happened 
to the plane, specifying only a 
control problem. 

"(The pilot) said they got to 
the point where the airplane 
should have flown and it just 
wouldn't fly" Mark said. 

Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights firefighters were at the 
airport at the time for training 
and within a minute fire engines 
and ambulances were on the 
scene. 

"There were five people on the 
plane: two pilots and three pas-
sengers," Wheeling Battalion 
Chief Charles Gallant said. 
"They were out of the plane by 
the time we got there." 

The right wing of the nine-
passenger plane had cracked,  

Gallant said, and fuel was pour-
ing out. Firefighters sprayed 
foam onto the leaking fuel to 
control vapors. The spilled fuel 
later was vacuumed up. The 
plane, a Cessna Citation busi-
ness jet, was heading for John 
Wayne Airport in Orange 
County, Calif., Mark said. 

It took the airport and fire-
fighters nearly six hours after the 
incident to get the plane off the 
runway and into a hangar. The 
northwest runway, facing Wolf 
and Hintz roads in Wheeling, 
was closed for that time. 

"The plane's not going any-
where for quite a while," Mark 
said. "It has some substantial 
damage to the wheels and right 
wing" 

Anderson questioned the 
Village Board's plans to build 
more condominiums around 
the train station right next to 
Commonwealth Edison's 
high-tension power lines lo-
cated across the street on 
Wheeling Road. She also said 
she feared the new town cen-
ter would strip Wheeling of its 
charm. 

"I don't 
see why 
Wheeling 
has to be- 
come a 
cookie-cut-
ter town like 
Arlington 
Heights, 
Palatine, 
Mount 
Prospect, all 
the way 
down the 
line," she 
said. "We  
nave a 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

//-.2D -03 
Wheeling trustees could of-

ficially create another special 
taxing district in the village as 
early as Monday evening. 

The new tax increment fi-
nancing district, which has 
been in the planning phase 
since May, would follow 
Dundee Road  

Wheeling may buy I 
home about $11 in ac 
property taxes each yea] 

Trustees could volt 
purchase proposal as 
Nov. 24. 

If the purchase is ay 
four village departmerr 
move into the buildir 
neering; con: 
development; fire pre 
and economic developn 

Now, those depai 
reside in several locatit 

I don't see why 
Wheeling has to 
become a cookie-
cutter town like 
Arlington Heights, 
Palatine, Mount 
Prospect, all the way 
down the line. 

Resident Laurel 
Anderson 

to go with sangria, CO"  Laurel Anderson. at cmoffitt@pioneerloeoloom. 
self to large groups of people, passing a-rerem- 
plates around." Touch of Spain 

'Papas plates are not set up like traditional en- 
trees, where there is usually a starch, vegetable Lakin lived in Barcelona, Spain, for 10 
and a featured meat. Rather, tapas features either months, and he said the time he spent there 
a starch, or a cheese, or a meat, or a vegetable on helped inspire the menu at Solara Tapas Bar. 
its own. Many tapas are also served in a specific (Continued on page 13) 
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unique 
town.... I don't see why we have 
to be like every other town." 

Village officials are still 
working with hired consult- 
ants to finalize plans for the 
new town center. Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann said there is 
still time for residents to com- 
ment on those plans. 

"I just hope all residents 
get involved so Wheeling 
doesn't become a cookie-cut- 
ter town," he said, echoing 
Anderson's sentiments. 

Dan Ozanich, Wheeling's 
community development di- 
rector, said the village will 
have more public meetings 
concerning the town center 
development, the next of 
which is scheduled for 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 2 at the Commu- 
nity Recreation Center. 

The Village Board will 
hear the consultant's recom- 
mendations at an upcoming 
regular meeting, where the r‘w 
public will also be able to 
comment. 

"The trustees and the s are served 
Plan Commission do listen; 
that's the main thing," ogether and 
Ozanich said. "Everybody's' so every- 
has an opinion. The more In said.  "It's 
opinions we hear, the better on,4  

the chance we'll see what ul" on the  ur are made 
the population really .• 

 

wants."
salads and 

ditional en- 

Casey Moffitt can be irached:' 
lamb and 



BY MATT ARADO 

Daily Herald Staff Writer NU ✓ r 
Wheeling leaders believe the 

solution to the staff's space 
shortage could lie in a 66,000-
square-foot building on Dundee 
Road. 

Trustees are considering 
buying the building at 350 E. 
Dundee Road and using it to 
house several village depart-
ments. Bu ring the building, 

which is now home to Cole-
Taylor Bank, would cost $5 
million, roughly $1 million of 
which would be used for renova-
tions and furnishings. 

Funding would likely come 
from a general obligation bond 
issue, which would then be paid 
off by Wheeling taxpayers via the 
property tax levy. 

Village Manager Wally Douth-
waite said the purchase would 
cost the owner of a $200,000 

Daily Herald Staff Miter 

A 25-year-old Wheeling man 
walked into a Mount Prospect 
bank Friday afternoon, handed 
a teller a note demanding 
money and walked out. 

Minutes later, he did some-
thing rather unusual. 

He called police from a pay 
phone in nearby Randhurst 
Shopping Center and turned 
himself in, said Mount Prospect 
police Sgt. Mark Bonner. 

"It's not normal procedure for 
a bank robber to follow," 

Bonner said Friday night. "They 
don't usually give us a call after 
they commit their offense." 

The FBI immediately took the 
man into custody, he said. 

At about 2:20 p.m. the man 
walked into the Bank One at 55 
E. Euclid Ave., a freestanding 
bank near Randhurst. 

The man handed the teller a 
note and walked out with an 
undisclosed amount of money, 
then walked over to the mall, 
Bonner said. 

Neither the man's name or 
the charges were available 
Friday night. 

• 

Man robs bank, turns self in 
/l — /3+G3 

BY VERONICA GONZALEZ 

Man robs bank, 
turns himself in 

BRIAN KERSEY/SPECIAL TO THE DAILY HERALD 
Firefighters hose down a jet with foam to control a fuel leak. The jet skidded off the runway Tuesday 
at Palwaukee Municipal Airport during an aborted takeoff. 

Plane skids off runway; no one hurt 
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• BY NADIA MALIK 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Two pilots realized during a 
takeoff Tuesday at Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport that they were 
experiencing problems — while 
traveling at more then 100 mph 

and needed to stay on the 
ground. 

While trying to stop, the plane 
skidded off the runway about 
1:45 p.m., but neither the two 
pilots nor three passengers 
aboard were injured. 

"Nobody was hurt, but they 
(the pilots) realized it was too 
risky to get the plane in the air," 
said Rob Mark, an airport 
spokesman. 

He said the pilots were not  

certain exactly what happened 
to the plane, specifying only a 
control problem. 

"(The pilot) said they got to 
the point where the airplane 
should have flown and it just 
wouldn't fly" Mark said. 

Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights firefighters were at the 
airport at the time for training 
and within a minute fire engines 
and ambulances were on the 
scene. 

"There were five people on the 
plane: two pilots and three pas-
sengers," Wheeling Battalion 
Chief Charles Gallant said. 
"They were out of the plane by 
the time we got there." 

The right wing of the nine-
passenger plane had cracked, 

Solara 
addith 

Wheeling trustees could of-
ficially create another special 
taxing district in the village as 
early as Monday evening. 

The new tax increment fi-
nancing district, which has 
been in the planning phase 
since May, would follow 
Dundee Road  

age Board's plans to build 
more condominiums around 
the train station right next to 
Commonwealth Edison's 
high-tension power lines lo-
cated across the street on 
Wheeling Road. She also said 
she feared the new town cen-
ter would strip Wheeling of its 
charm. 

"I don't 
see why 
Wheeling 
has to be- 
come a 
cookie-cut-
ter town like 
Arlington 
Heights, 
Palatine, 
Mount 
Prospect, all 
the way 
down the 
line," she 
said. "We 
nave a 

Gallant said, and fuel was pour-
ing out. Firefighters sprayed 
foam onto the leaking fuel to 
control vapors. The spilled fuel 
later was vacuumed up. The 
plane, a Cessna Citation busi-
ness jet, was heading for John 
Wayne Airport in Orange 
County, Calif., Mark said. 

It took the airport and fire-
fighters nearly six hours after the 
incident to get the plane off the 
runway and into a hangar. The 
northwest runway, facing Wolf 
and Hintz roads in Wheeling, 
was closed for that time. 

"The plane's not going any-
where for quite a while," Mark 
said. "It has some substantial 
damage to the wheels and right 
wing." 

Wheeling may buy I 
home about $11 in ac 
property taxes each yea] 

Trustees could you 
purchase proposal as 
Nov. 24. 

If the purchase is ar 
four village departmen-
move into the buildir 
neering; Coif 
development; fire pr€ 
and economic developn 

Now, those depa) 
reside in several locatii 

starting at the 
Dunhurst 
Shopping Cen-
ter to the west 
and spreading 
east to Wolf 
Road. It would 
also include 
land along 
Wheeling 
Road south to 
Mercantile 
Court, as well 
as the triangle 
formed by Old 
McHenry 
Road, state 
Route 83 and Dundee Road. 

The new TIF district, 
called the Town Center TIF, 
would freeze the amount of 
property taxes all taxing 
bodies in the village can col-
lect from the district for up 
to 23 years. Property owners 
will still see property taxes 
go up as their land increases 
in value. However, any addi-
tional tax dollars paid, or the 
increment, would be put 
into a special fund and used 
for redevelopment and capi-
tal improvements. 

The village wants to cre-
ate the new TIF district to 
build a town center around 
the Metra train station and 
to alleviate flooding in the 
area. 

The TIF will not give the 
village any more legal au-
thority to purchase land, 
condemn land or make im-
provements, but it will give 
officials access to money 
outside of the annual budget 

By cm  to do those things. 
SW The Village Board held a 

public hearing on the new 
Solara Tapas Bar or TIF district Nov. 10. It must 
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the public hearing, 
spoke 

I don't see why 
Wheeling has to 
become a cookie-
cutter town like 
Arlington Heights, 
Palatine, Mount 
Prospect, all the way 
down the line., 

Resident Laurel 
Anderson 

self to large groups of pie-,-pa.s.gifamerent 
plates around." Touch of Spain 

'Papas plates are not set up like traditional en- 
trees, where there is usually a starch, vegetable Lakin lived in Barcelona, Spain, for 10 
and a featured meat. Rather, tapas features either months, and he said the time he spent there 
a starch, or a cheese, or a meat, or a vegetable on helped inspire the menu at Solara 'Papas Bat 
its own. Many tapas are also served in a specific (Continued on page 13) 

unique 
town. ... I don't see why we have 
to be like every other town." 

Village officials are still 
working with hired consult- 
ants to finalize plans for the 
new town center. Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann said there is 
still time for residents to com- 
ment on those plans. 

"I just hope all residents 
get involved so Wheeling 
doesn't become a cookie-cut- 
ter town," he said, echoing 
Anderson's sentiments. 

Dan Ozanich, Wheeling's 
community development di- 
rector, said the village will 
have more public meetings 
concerning the town center 
development, the next of 
which is scheduled for 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 2 at the Commu- 
nity Recreation Center. 

The Village Board will 
hear the consultant's recom- 
mendations at an upcoming 
regular meeting, where the r‘W 
public will also be able to 
comment. 

"The trustees and the are served 
Plan Commission do listen; 
that's the main thing," og,

ether and 

Ozanich said. "Everybody soe77- 

opinions we hear, the better in sad. It s 
has an opinion. The more 

the chance we'll see what uredm„.m.thae. 
the population really:—  —  
want s ."

salads and 
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Casey Moffitt can be reached" lamb and  
at cmoffitt@pioneeriocaLcarn. 

BY PAT KROCHMAL 

•'11 at STAFF WRITER 

The FBI charged a Wheeling 
man with bank robbery Mon-

t lt day after he reportedly admit-
ped he stole about $800 from 

Bank Ore in Mount ProspeCt 
Nov. 14 — and then called po-

. lice and waited to be arrested. 
'Jusiin A. Bordner, 25, of 1430 

Sandstone, presented a note 
„that read, 'This is a robbery," to 

teller at t he Frank located at 55 
E. Euclid Road abot I 2:30 p.m., 
said an FBI spokes% roman. 

The teller handed over the 
nioney, which war mostly in 
$50 bills. About LO minutes 
later, the man called the Mount 
irospect polica, identified him-

' aelf by name and told them that 
be was the one ,who had just 
robbed the bank 

1! "Bordner also told police that 
he was calling from a pay 

0i4 phone in the Randhurst Shop-
ping Center. An officer arrived 
to find him still talking on the 
telephone he ( lescribed. 

,BoroLler who was not  

armed, offered no resistance. 
In fact, he told officers that the 
money was in his pocket, the 
spokeswoman added. 

The officers returned Bord-
ner to the bank, where the 
teller identified him as the Ha-
ber. A surveillance camera also 
recorded a.  man matching his 
description in digital photo-
grpphS. 

Bordner identified himself 
as the robber in the photos, and 
gave a verbal, as well as a writ-
ten, confession to the FBI 
agents, who are charged with 
conducting investigations of 
federally insured banks. 

Why did he turn himself in? 
'Tle don't know," said an 

agent. '"We really don't know." 
Bordner was held over the 

weekend at the Metropolitan 
Correctional Center in Chicago. 
He appeared before U.S. Mag-

. is-trate Judge Arlander Keys 
Monday at which time he was 
formally charged and ordered 
held without bond, pending his 
ne:a court appearance. 
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BY NADIA MALIK 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Two pilots realized during a 
takeoff Tuesday at Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport that they were 
experiencing problems — while 
traveling at more then 100 mph 

and needed to stay on the 
ground. 

While trying to stop, the plane 
skidded off the runway about 
1:45 p.m., but neither the two 
pilots nor three passengers 
aboard were injured. 

"Nobody was hurt, but they 
(the pilots) realized it was too 
risky to get the plane in the air," 
said Rob Mark, an airport 
spokesman. 

He said the pilots were not 
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BIAN KERSEY/SPECIAL TO THE DAILY HERALD Firefighters hose down a jet with foam to control a fuel leak.
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Plane skids off runway; no one hurt 
(f-o-ae, 

certain exactly what happened 
to the plane, specifying only a 
control problem. 

"(The pilot) said they got to 
the point where the airplane 
should have flown and it just 
wouldn't fly," Mark said. 

Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights firefighters were at the 
airport at the time for training 
and within a minute fire engines 
and ambulances were on the 
scene. 

"There were five people on the 
plane: two pilots and three pas-
sengers," Wheeling Battalion 
Chief Charles Gallant said. 
"They were out of the plane by 
the time we got there." 

The right wing of the nine-
passenger plane had cracked, 

Gallant said, and fuel was pour-
ing out. Firefighters sprayed 
foam onto the leaking fuel to 
control vapors. The spilled fuel 
later was vacuumed up. The 
plane, a Cessna Citation busi-
ness jet, was heading for John 
Wayne Airport in Orange 
County Calif., Mark said. 

It took the airport and fire-
fighters nearly six hours after the 
incident to get the plane off the 
runway and into a hangar. The 
northwest runway, facing Wolf 
and Hintz roads in Wheeling, 
was closed for that time. 

"The plane's not going any-
where for quite a while," Mark 
said. "It has some substantial 
damage to the wheels and right 
wing." 

Trustees ready 
to create new 

• 6 . . L 

Wheeling may bp413 I 
which is now home to Cole-
Taylor Bank, would cost $5 
million, roughly $1 million of 
which would be used for renova-
tions and furnishings. 

Funding would likely come 
from a general obligation bond 
issue, which would then be paid 
off by Wheeling taxpayers via the 
property tax levy. 

Village Manager Wally Douth-
waite said the purchase would 
cost the owner of  a $200,000 

Bonner said Friday night. "They 
don't usually give us a call after 
they commit their offense." 

The FBI immediately took the 
man into custody, he said. 

At about 2:20 p.m. the man 
walked into the Bank One at 55 
E. Euclid Ave., a freestanding 
bank near Randhurst. 

The man handed the teller a 
note and walked out with an 
undisclosed amount of money, 
then walked over to the mall, 
Bonner said. 

T•Trsithor the man'c name nr 
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Man robs bank, turns self in 
//-i3+,5.5 

BY MATT ARADO 
Daily 4-erald Staff Writer 

N 0 2c)C, 
Wheeling leaders believe the 

solution to the staff's space 
shortage could lie in a 66,000-
square-foot building on Dundee 
Road. 

Trustees are considering 
buying the building at 350 E. 
Dundee Road and using it to 
house several village depart-
ments. Buying the building, 

BY VERONICA GONZALEZ 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A 25-year-old Wheeling man 
walked into a Mount Prospect 
bank Friday afternoon, handed 
a teller a note demanding 
money and walked out. 

Minutes later, he did some-
thing rather unusual. 

He called police from a pay 
phone in nearby Randhurst 
Shopping Center and turned 
himself in, said Mount Prospect 
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Vide Officials are seriously considering the purchase of the Cole Taylor Bank building, possibly for use as a new village hall. 

Bank `best option' for space needs 
Many trustees see Cole Taylor Bank building as a temporary fix to problems 

Village officials say they are 
committed to making an indus-
trial area now in unincorpo-
rated Cook County part of the 
village. They may, however, 
delay annexing nearby residen-
tial areas. 

The Village Board is ex-
pected to vote on annexing the 
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BY CASEY MOFFTIT 
STAFF WRITER 

All seven Wheeling trustees 
agree that buying the Cole Tay-
lor Bank building is in the vil-
lage's best interests, and most 
agree the building can help 
ease the space crunch in Vil-
lage Hall to varying degrees. 

The Village Board plans  to 
buy the building at the inter-
section of Dundee Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue and move 
six departments there. Those 
departments include adminis-
tration, finance, engineering„ 
community development, eco-
nomic development and fire 
prevention. 

"It's the best option at this 
point," said Village President 
Greg Klatecki. "I don't think we 
can build that type of building 
torthe amount we-re paving tar 
it. 

The village will spend about 
$5 million to purchase the 
building and pay for the move. 
Cole Taylor, which moved out of 
the second and third floors of 
the building last month, is put-
ting $3 million of its own 
money into the purchase. The 
bank will lease the first floor of 
the building for $100,000 annu-
ally in order to maintain a 
branch office there. 

The administration, finance 
and fire prevention depart-
ments reside in Village Hall 
now Engineering is located in 
the public works facility behind 
Village Hall. Community devel-
opment and economic develop-
ment rent space in the Wickes 
Runiture building next to the 
Community Recreation Center 
for $50,000 a year. 

However, community devel-
opment and economic develop-
ment may soon lose its home. 
Wickes has told the village it 
will not renew an annual lease 
in February, when the current 

BY CASEY MoFrro 
STAFF WRITER 

the offices at Wickes. 
"We'll have one-stop shop-

ping at Village  Hall," Trustee 
Robert Heer said. "People 
don't want to be told they have 
to go over to Wickes. It makes 
it more convenient" 

Abruscato and Heer have 
been the biggest supporters 
on the board for moving vil-
lage offices into the Cole Thy- 

a and a good retail location." 

r] Commercial future? 
r. 
a Most trustees want to see a 

t 
r

the busy intersection. When vil- 
lage offices move into the 
building, it would be removed 

commercial development at 

from the property tax rolls. In 
2002, Cole Taylor paid $377,000 
in property taxes. 

"I think it's a more valuable 
corner for something other 
than Village Hall," Trustee 
Patrick Horcher said. "I think 
we can get some type of shops 
there that could get both com-
mercial property taxes and 
sales taxes." 

Heer also said he would 
favor moving village offices 
back to Village Hall if it can be 
expanded. Only Abruscato is 
not in favor of selling the build-
ing for commercial develop-
ment. 

"(The village is) not in the 
real-estate business," she said. 

Abruscato also said she is 
doubtful the flood issues can be 
resolved at Village Hall. She 
said conversations with former 
village staff indicated it would 
be near impossible to alleviate 
the flooding to the point Village 
Hall could be expanded. 

"Even if we could, it would 
take five to 10 years," she said. 
"If it was so easy, why hasn't it 
been done yet?" 

for building. Both have been 
adamant about finding more 
space for village employees for 
the past few years. 

Many tivstecs see the Cole 
Taylor building as a temporary 
solution to village office needs. 
They hope flood issues at the 
current Village Hall can be alle-
viated, which would allow for 
expansion. The probability of 

Other trustees are confident 
the flood issue can be ad-
dressed. They believe the forth-
coming study from consultant 
Burke Engineering will tell the 
village how to do it. 

"I feel real sure we can do it," 
Trustee Michael Horcher said. 
"We can go up with it. We 
maybe can't go (out). We'll see 
what the footprint can be." 

Money questions 
Village officials are also strug-

gling to find the best way to come 
up with the $5 million for buying 
the building and moving in. The 
Cole Taylor building is in a tax in-
crement financing district, but 
the village cannot use TIP 
money to buy property for mu-
nicipal purposes. 

The possibility exists that the 
village will borrow the money 
and pay it back through in-
creased property taxes. Finance 
Director Michael Mondschain 
estimated a property owner with 
a home valued at $200,000 would 
see their tax bills increase by just 
under $11 annually to pay off a S5 
million bond. 

Thistee Dean Argiris said if 
the village is to borrow money, 
the time is now. 

"I'm in the mortgage busi-
ness, so I see the interest rates 
every day," he said. 'We can't 
keep waiting for the day we can 
hopefully add to Village Hall. In- 

flooding at Village Hall is high, 
and federal laws currently pre-
vent construction there. 

However; a flood study is 
coming, which may include so-
lutions to help Village Hall with 
its flood problem, and then ex-
pansion can begin_ Most 
trustees agree the Cole Taylor 
building would serve as a tem-
porary home for village offices 
until the flood hazard at Village 
Hall can be reduced. 

Once Village Hall is ex-
panded, the village can then 
sell the Cole Taylor building for 
redevelopment 

"We have to look at (redevel-
opment) carefully," Klatecki 
said. "It's a major intersection 

(Continued on page 11) 

terest rates are under 5 percent. 
We should bond now before 
(rates) climb to 8, 9, 10 percent" 

Michael Horcher said he is 
concerned about the village car-
rying more debt and having 
Wheeling residents foot the bill. 

"That might be a real burden 
on an average working person in 
the village," he said. 'We can al-
ways sell it and hopefully make 
some money, and end the bond 
quicker. But we'll still need 
money for (Village Hall) expan-
sion." 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann sup-
ports the purchase of the Cole 
Taylor building, but he does not 
want to borrow money or move 
village offices into the building. 

"It's not responsible to take a 
building off the tax rolls and add 
to our debt for village offices," he 
argued. 

Lehmann said he would 
rather see the village use TIN 
money to buy the building and 
immediately sell it to a developer. 

Village and bank officials are 
still working on some language 
for the lease agreement between 
the two entities. That should be 
worked out fairly quickly. 

Nothing about the prospec-
tive purchase or plans for the 
building are certain, however. 

"Everything is speculative 
until we buy the building," Elate-
cid said. 

Casey Moffitt can be reached 
at cmoffitt@pioneerlocal.com. 

we expires, and instead offer a 
mordh-to-month lease to the 
village. Village officials said 
Wickes is entertaining offers for 
its building for redevelopment. 

"I think that is part of the ur-
gency to move," Trustee Judy 
Abruscato said. "(Wickes) will 
be doing something there soon 
and then where do we go?" 

`One-stop' service 
Other proponents of the 

move say it will put many re-
lated departments in one build-
ing, especially those which deal 
with building permits. Cur-
nerdy, if a developer is seeking 
permits,, they have to make 
trips to both Village Hall and 

Lila,- 

indeed take that course, even 
though he has heard nothing 
official regarding that possibil-
ity 

'There is no indication (the 
board) is not going to do it," he 
said in reference to annexing 
the residential areas. "It is pos-
sible in the face of the outcry 

i (The village is) not in the real-estate 
business, 

Trustee Judy Abruscato 
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Holiday preparations 
Wheeling building services crew chief Mike Bliefemich 
inspects electrical connections of the holiday display at 
Friendship Park, which is now in full illumination for the 
holidays. 

the second and third floors of 
the building last month, is put-
ting $3 million of its own 
money into the purchase. The 
bank will lease the first floor of 

Village officials are seriously 

one expires, and instead offer a _ .  
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Board's annexation vote draws near 
Trustees zero in on industrial properties in effort to improve village's appearance 

lf -02 7 - 
By CASEY MoFFirr 

STAFF WRITER 

Village officials say they are 
committed to making an indus-
trial area now in unincorpo-
rated Cook County part of the 
village. They may, however, 
delay annexing nearby residen-
tial areas. 

The Village Board is ex-
pected to vote on annexing the 
properties Dec. 8, but it is un-
clear if all the properties in 
question will be annexed. 
Trustees have talked since the 
summer about annexing seven 
areas of unincorporated Cook 
County within the village's bor-
ders. 

The areas include Wolf Run 
Estates; Industrial and Sumac 
lanes; the area around Edward 
and Russel streets and Vera 
Lane; the Plum Creek apart-
ments and Hunt Club condo-
miniums; Jackson Drive; an 
-,orn•-• run Milm-_11 ilrgAra Aitc.ni 10  

north of Hintz Road; and an-
other area on Hintz Road just 
west of Milwaukee Avenue. 

Village officials met with res-
idents and business owners 
from the unincorporated areas 
in three meetings held Nov. 11 
and Nov. 18. Residents filled 
Council Chambers at Village 
Hall Nov. 11 to hear what an-
nexation will cost them in addi-
tional taxes and what services 
will be available to them if they 
are annexed. Many returned 
for a meeting held at Village 
Hall the evening of Nov. 18. 

Business owners on Indus-
trial and Sumac lanes consti-
tuted most of the attendees at a 
meeting held the morning of 
Nov. 18 at Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport. 

At the Palwaukee meeting, 
Assistant to the Village Man-
ager Mark Rooney hinted that 
the Village Board may not 
annex all the residential areas. 
Village Manager Wallace  

Douthwaite said the board may 
indeed take that course, even 
though he has heard nothing 
official regarding that possibil-
ity 

'There is no indication (the 
board) is not going to do it," he 
said in reference to annexing 
the residential areas. "It is pos-
sible in the face of the outcry 

we heard from some residents 
(during the meetings). At that 
first meeting, they asked if it 
was pretty much a done deal. 
Like I said then, it's never a 
done deal until the board 
passes it." 

Village President Greg 
Mateeki said it is "a ssibilitv" 

e oar may not annex 
targeted areas at the Dec. 8 
meeting. But he anticipates all 
the properties will be annexed 
— sooner or later. 

Douthwaite said bringing 
the residential properties into 
the village will mean an in-
crease in state aid of about $108 
per person who becomes a vil-
lage resident through annexa-
tion. Douthwaite also said 
annexing the areas would allow 
the village to enforce village 
building codes in those areas 
and "clean up" some of those 
properties. 

Trustees have complained 
that the look of some unincor-
porated areas, particularly 
those along Industrial and 
Sumac lanes, gives Wheeling a 
black eye to people who travel 
through the village. 

"It's an image thing," Douth-
waite said. "Those areas are 
seen as part of Wheeling." 

Appearance is much less of  

an issue in the residential 
areas, village officials said. But 
they are concerned that there 
may be soil and other contami-
nation issues in the industrial 
areas. The village has no power 
to fix those problems, and Cook 
County code enforcement is 
nearly nonexistent, village offi-
cials said. 

Douthwaite tried to alleviate 
residents' fears of a drastic in-
crease in taxes and code en-
forcement when they met Nov. 
11. Finance Director Michael 
Mondschain estimated those 
residents of unincorporated 
areas who own a home with a 
fair market value of $200000 
wou pay an a &Tonal $312 
annually in property and other 
taxes after annexation. 

Business owners also were 
worried about increased prop-
erty taxes. They will be hit 
harder because commercial 
and industrial properties in 
Cook County are assessed at a 
higher value than residential 
property. Code enforcement 
may also be a hardship for In-
dustrial and Sumac lane busi-
ness owners. 

"What about parking (en-
forcement)?" asked Herb 
Behrenbruch, of Herb's Auto 
Craft Interiors. 'The building 
owners could lose a lot of ten-
ants (if it's changed)." 

The owners of more than 
one auto body and auto repair 
service park cars on their prop-
erties and on the streets in the 
Industrial and Sumac lane 
areas, which is a violation of vil-
lage code. 

Rooney said the village  

would send inspectors to the 
newly annexed areas and work 
with property owners on meet-. 
ing codes. Issues that endanger 
the public health would be 
highest on the inspectors' lists 
to correct, Rooney said. Other 
issues, like parking, could be 
fixed over a longer period of 
time. 

Douthwaite said more infor-
mation will be provided to 
property owners Monday, when 
village attorneys and trustees 
hold a workshop meeting on  

the annexation. ilustees ex-
pect to get their first look at the 
annexation ordinance Dec. 8. 
Both meetings will be held at 
7:30 p.m. at Village Hall, 255 W. 
Dundee Road. 

Kiatecki and Douthwaite 
said they did not expect the 
Dec. 1 meeting to include dis-
cussions about which particu-
lar areas to annex. Those 
conversations would most 
likely take place Dec. 8, when 
the ordinance is officially be-
fore the board. 

ill's an image thing. Those areas are seen 
as part of Wheeling., 

Village Manager Wallace Douthwaite 
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STAFF REPORTER 

Local officials will look for 
places other than the Buffalo 
Creek Reservoir to provide 
storm-water storage, and one 
may be the Horcher farm in 
Wheeling. 

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers' willingness to 
consider alternatives to a 
plan to increase the capacity 
of Buffalo Creek Reservoir by 
two-thirds was welcome news 
to Long Grove Village Presi-
dent Tony Dean, who op- 
posed the reservoir 
expansion from the first mo-
ment he heard about it. 

"It's too early to break out 
the champagne," Dean said 
at a Long Grove Village 
Board meeting last week. But 
Long Grove's "vociferous" 
objections to a larger reser-
voir "expanded the envelope 
of solutions" to reduce flood-
ing from the Des Plaines 
River and its tributaries, he 

Officials from Buffalo 
Grove, Wheeling, Long 
Grove, the Lake County For- 
est Preserve District, the 
Army Corps of Engineers and 
other agencies discussed al-
ternate solutions at a Nov. 20 
meeting in Buffalo Grove. 

"The tone and style of this 
' meeting was very different" 
from earlier meetings, Dean 
said. 

"The general consensus 
(of the communities and the 
agencies involved) was to 
look at alternative sites for 
storm-water storage, so the 
Buffalo Creek Reservoir 
would not be the first and 
only choice," said Mark 
Rooney, Wheeling's assistant 
village manager. "We are will-
ing to put our community 
into the mix." 

Rooney and Wheeling Vil-
lage President Greg Klatecki 
suggested creating storm-
water control areas behind 
the Wheeling Village Hall 
and Wheeling Park District's 
Community Recreation Cen-
ter on Dundee Road, and on 
the 80 acres of farmland be-
tween Buffalo Grove Road 
and McHenry Road and 
south of Short Aptakisic 
Road. 

"Buffalo Creek runs right 
through the farm," Rooney 
said. "We could create a lake 
there." 

Rooney said the storage 
area could possibly be built  

owned by the Horchers. 
Rooney estimates between 
six and 12 acres would be 
needed for the lake, which 
would not prevent the 
Horchers from developing 
the remainder of the prop-
erty. 

Officials walked the farm 
with Michael Horcher, who 
said Monday that nothing is 
definite yet. 

Widening and deepening 
the Wheeling Drainage Ditch 
will be examined as another 
possible way to increase 
storm-water retention. 

Buffalo Grove Village 
Manager Bill Balling said, 
"Everybody (at the Nov. 20 
meeting) seems to have 
agreed to try and find new 
sites for storm-water reten-
tion, preferably in Cook 
County, so that Buffalo Creek 
Forest Preserve doesn't be-
come a mud flat." 

For its part, Buffalo Grove 
will explore ways to increase 
the efficiency and flow of 
Buffalo Creek within its bor-
ders. 

Long Grove's fears 

The plan to enlarge the ca-
pacity of the Buffalo Creek 
Reservoir from 720 acre-feet 
to about 1,200 acre-feet 
seemed reasonable to Buffalo 
Grove officials last summer 
because the reservoir and the 
forest preserve that sur-
rounds it on the northwest 
corner of Lake-Cook and Ar-
lington Heights roads were 
established to provide flood-
water control. 

Long Grove officials op-
posed the expansion because 
they fear it would destroy 
trails and wildlife habitat in 
the nearest forest preserve to 
their community. The Lake 
County Forest Preserve Dis-
trict, which owns Buffalo 
Creek Forest Preserve, also 
objected to an expansion that 
would harm natural re-
sources and deprive resi- 
dents of recreational 
activities during an esti-
mated two-year construction 
period. 

The Army Corps of Engi-
neer proposed the reservoir 
expansion to solve a drainage 
problem farther south. A 
flood wall, called Levy 37, has 
been designed to prevent the 
Des Plaines River from flood-
ing Des Plaines River Road. 

"There's serious flooding 
in Prospect Heights and 
Mount Prospect right now  

levy, you actually create more 
flooding," albeit in other 
areas. 

The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources will ap-
prove a construction permit 
for the levy only if the Army 
Corps can demonstrate the 
water diverted by the levy 
will not create flooding prob-
lems elsewhere. Officials 
eyed the Buffalo Creek 
Reservoir as a good place to 
keep the water in check until 
Wheeling stepped forward 
with another suggestion. 

Wheeling's hopes 

"We didn't do it just to be 
magnanimous," Rooney said. 

Wheeling officials hope 
that if new storm-water stor-
age areas are developed, the 
Army Corps of Engineers will 
redraw area flood maps, 
which currently designate 
areas around Wheeling's mu-
nicipal complex and the train 
station as flood way and flood 
plain, making them unbuild-
able. 

If the those areas no 
longer were classified as at 
risk of flooding, it would 
make it easier for Wheeling 
to begin development of a 
downtown area around the 
train station south of 
Dundee. The Village Board 
just last week created a tax-
increment-financing district 
to facilitate development of 
that area. 

Wheeling would benefit, 
communities to the south 
would benefit from the new 
levy, and the proposed expan-
sion of the reservoir could be 
reduced and designed in a 
more environmentally sensi-
tive way, Rooney said. 

While the newfound spirit 
of cooperation may be en-
couraging, it does not guar-
antee the problems are 
solved. 

"A couple of giant steps" 
must take place first, Balling 
said. 

Alternative storm-water 
retention methods must be 
engineered, and the money 
to acquire the farm property 
for the lake must be pro-
cured. They are "milestones" 
a committee of representa-
tives from the villages and 
agencies involved will ad-
dress, along with a consultant 
hired by the Army Corps of 
Engineers to evaluate the 
cost and practicality of other 
flood-control options. 

Kimberly Fornek ran he 
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ated by Dundee Road, Route 
83 and Old McHenry Road. 

Village officials say the 
new TIF, called the Town 
Center TIF District, will help 
the village create a new town 
center focused around the 
train station. Village officials 
hope more commuters will 
be taking the train in the 
near future - since Metra 
has plans to expand service 
in Wheeling in 2005 - and 
they want to take advantage 
of that additional traffic. 

Plans include building 
more shops and housing 
around the train station to 

create a bustling, pedestrian-
oriented town center. 

Village officials, along 
with local business leaders, 
are working with consultants 
from the Lakota Group, S.B. 
Friedman and Co., and the 
Metro Transportation Group 
to come up with potential de-
velopment schemes for the 
new town center. A grant 
from the Regional Trans-
portation Authority is paying 
for the development plan-
ning. 

The new TIF will also help 
the village address flood is-
sues in the area. Many resi- 

dents and businesses in or 
around the TIF are required 
to buy expensive flood insur-
ance. Village officials are try-
ing to find ways to create 
more storm-water detentign, 
reducing the risk of flooding 
in the area. 

Reducing the flood hazard 
will be necessary to build the 
new town center, but it will 
also benefit many residents 
and business owners. 

The TIF freezes the 
amount of money in property 
taxes that can be collected by 
all taxing bodies from the 
district. Property owners still 

see increases in their prop-
erty tax bills as their prop-
erty values increase, but the 
amount of money left after 
paying all taxing bodies is 
put into a separate fund. 

The money from that fund 
can be used to acquire prop-
erty or make other public im-
provements, like water 
detention and road construc-
tion. The TIF does not give 
the village any more author-
ity to condemn or acquire 
property, but it does give vil-
lage officials money outside 
of the annual budget to do so. 

The Town Center TIF is 

the fourth in Wheeling. The 
three others run along Mil-
waukee Avenue. The last onE 
was created in February and 
covers areas along North Mil-
waukee Avenue up to Lake-
Cook Road. The TIF that 
covers the intersection of 
Milwaukee Avenue anc 
Dundee Road is set to expire 
in 2008. 

Trustees approved the TII 
creation with little discus 
sion at the board's Nov. 2,  
meeting. 

Casey Moffitt can bi 
reached at cmoffitt@pioneer 
local.com. 
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Barrington Hills 

Barrington Hills residents 
pay a 5 percent telecommuni-
cations tax, which includes cel-
lular service. Village officials do 
not track what portion of the 
tax comes from cell phones. 

Buffalo Grove 

The village increased its 
telecommunications tax as of 
Jan. 1, from 3 percent to 6 per-
cent. The increase went into ef-
fect for current fiscal year 
2003-04. 

The village budgeted about 
$2.3 million in revenue this 
year from this tax, which ap-
plies to traditional telephone 
service, cellular service and "all 
telecommunication services" 
the state taxes. Last year, the 
village took in about $1.8 mil-
lion. 

Schaumburg 

Schaumburg's telecommu-
nications tax is 4 percent, but 
village officials have approved 
a 2 percent increase. The tax 
will be 6 percent beginning 
Jan. 1. 

Finance Director Douglas 
Ellsworth said the tax brought 
in S4.6 million during the 2002-
2003 fiscal year. Revenue for 
this fiscal year, which began 
May 1, is projected to be $5.8 
million. The projected figure 
includes the increase in the tax 
to take effect next year. 

The tax does include tax rev-
enue on cellular phones. 

Wheeling 

larly hard because of the state's 
it's a home or a business. area 

prop 

much as 20_,TercarA ii4,,ams, .
s
increi es, and more communi- 

: t ese and of the infrastructure and mainte- tails resolved 
nance fund, and in 2003, about 
$1.5 million will go to the 
telecommunication capital im-
provement fund. 

• Ringing Continued from page 7 
• • 

Ringing up taxes for consumers 
Exploding telecoms providing windfall for many village budgets 

BY PATRICK CORCORAN 

-rss STAFF REPORTER 

sj/(1') CG  ‘17, 6)  o 
When communities across 

the suburbs face revenue short-
falls, elected officials turn to 
local telecommunication taxes 
to bridge budget gaps. 

With the state telecom tax 
set at 7 percent and local mu-
nicipal taxes capped at 6 per-
cent, Chicago suburban 
consumers are paying some of 
the highest fees in the nation 
for telephone, cell phone and 
other wireless services, accord-
ing to industry and consumer 
groups. 

In 2001, telecom taxes were 
collected from more than 9 mil-
lion people and totaled $430 
million in revenue for Illinois 
municipalities, according to a 
2002 Illinois Civic Federation 
study. 

By 2010, mobile subscribers 
worldwide could total 2.2 billion 
people, according to the World-
wide Mobility Report: 2003, by 
industry forecaster lelecompe-
tition Inc. It also estimates total 
wrvrldwido rovonuor for  boat, 
Voice and mobile data services 
to reach $400 billion in 2003 and 
$800 billion by 2010. 

With economic factors 
wrecking havoc on sales tax 
revenues, local municipalities 
are eyeing a piece of the tele-
com pie. 

Large population suburbs 
such as Schaumburg and Ar-
lington Heights anticipate tele-
com tax revenues to exceed $5 
million. For Schaumburg, the 
telecom tax is one of the means 
for pulling the village out of a 
$5.1 million budget deficit. 

"States and cities across the 
country are facing budget 
crunches and this is one of the 
sources they start looking at for 
money," said Travis Larson, 
spokesman for the Cellular 
Telecommunications & Inter-
net Association. "I think wire-
less consumers are becoming 
more aware of the ridiculous 
and exorbitant fees and tele-
com taxes for wireless serv-
ices." 

For the average cell phone 
user, the tax could total up to 
$13 on a $100 bill, and it doesn't 
matter where the phone or 
service is purchased. It's all a 
matter of where the customer 
lives or does business. 

State comparison 

Local increases approved in 
2002 and 2003 hit Illinois con-
sumers and businesses particu- 

Arlington Heights and Buf-
falo Grove hit the cap last year 
when the two villages hiked 
telecom taxes. 

For a tax applied locally for 
the first time just seven years 
ago, in 1996, suburban commu-
nities have come to depend on 
it. 

Schaumburg's telecom tax, 
which brought $4.6 million into 
the village, will increase to 6 
percent on Jan. 1. It is projected 
to raise $5.8 million next year. 
The village's telecom tax rate 
was 3 percent in 2000. 

Hoffman Estates' telecom 
tax of 6 percent is projected to 
account for more than 11 per-
cent of next year's general rev-
enue fund. It raised more than 
$3.2 million in 2003 for the vil-
lage's general fund. 

In some communities, the 
telecom's tax's history is even 
shorter. Neither Barrington nor 
Arlington Heights levied tele-
com taxes until 2000; however, 
Arlington Heights officials esti-
mate its 6 percent tax gener-
ated $5 million this year. 
Barrington will collect more 
than $600,000 from its 3.5 per-
cent tax in 2003. 

Some communities, includ-
ing Barrington and Elk Grove, 
restrict how the village can 
spend the telecom tax revenue, 
but other communities, such as 
Hoffman Estates and Schaum-
burg, do not. 

For Elk Grove Village, an 
(Continued on page 20) 

original 3 percent telecom tax 
was created as a way to fund 
continuing improvements at 
the village's economic engine 
— the industrial park. Over the 
years, several million dollars in 
revenue generated by the tele-
com tax has been used to im-
prove the aging industrial park. 

Elk Grove Village Manager 
Gary Parrin said tagging those 
funds is a way to recognize the 
importance of the industrial 
park 

'The vitality of the park is 
tied to the vitality of the com-
munity. The tax is absolutely 
important to us because the 
general fund itself would not be 
able to support programs we 
had envisioned for the indus-
trial park," Parrin said. 

Hoffman Estates Village Fi-
nance Director Michael 
DuCharme said the telecom tax 
has become a valuable source 
of funding for the community. 

Telecom 
tax by 
village 

In the northwest sub-
urbs, villages' telecommu-
nications tax ranges from 
zero to the state limit of 6 
percent, with some rev-
enues totaling as high as 
$5 million. Here's how 
some villages tax phone 
service, including cell 
phones. 

Arlington Heights 

Anticipating a budget 
shortfall last year, the Ar-
lington Heights Village 
Board imposed a 6 percent 
telecommunications tax, 
which became effective 
Jan. 1. Annual income 
from the tax this year has 
been estimated at $5 mil-
lion. 

"We really won't know 
until the end of the first 
year, but it seems to be 
coming in pretty close to 
that," said Finance Direc-
tor Ibrn Kuehne. Land 
lines, as well as cellular 
phones, are subject to the 
telecommunications tax. 

Money is collected 
based on the location of 
the address on the ac- 
(Continued on page 20) 

Consumers pay 

Industry officials say, unfor-
tunately, consumers are in a 
bind because their telecom 
taxes are levied based on their 
billing address, not where they 
buy there phone. The only re-
course is to protest to local and 
state politicians, said Carolyn 
Schamberger, a spokeswoman 
for Verizon Wireless. 

Schamberger said, right 
now, most consumers base 
their decision on phone service 
on factors other than the tele-
com taxes. However, she calls 
them an industrywide prob-
lem. 

"So far, we've found that 
taxes are not a differentiator for 
purchasing a cell phone or 
service, but overall the 
telecommunications industry 
is very highly taxed and this 
may be an issue in the future. 

"The things that people look 

Cell phones 
and other 
telecommu-
nications are 
bringing in 
hefty sums 
of revenues 
for some vil-
lages 
through their 
telecom tax. 
Illinois' 
telecommu-
nications tax 
— 7 percent 
goes to the 
state and up 
to 6 percent 
can be 
levied by the 
village — is 
one of the 
highest in 
the nation. 

Pioneer Press file photo 

 

7 percent telecom tax, Larson 
said. 

When the telecom tax is 
l_unittnr1 with the general 
business tax rate, telecommu-
nications services are taxed 
19.71 percent to do business in 
Illinois, Larson said. 

Comparatively, only New 
York is higher, charging more 
than 20 percent in business and 
telecom taxes. Idaho is the low-
est with a total of 4.27 percent. 
Indiana's total tax is 12.36 per-
cent, Michigan's is 11.2 percent 
and Wisconsin's is 9.65 percent. 

In 2001, Illinois' telecommu-
nications tax hit its high point, 
generating $675 million, ac-
cording to the Illinois Eco-
nomic & Fiscal Commission's 
annual public utility tax report. 
Revenues, however, have de-
clined since, largely because of 
the increased use of DSL and 
cable modems for Internet ac-
cess, which cannot be taxed at 
this point. 

When the Illinois telecom 
taxes are combined with the 
local telecom taxes, suburban 
consumers are facing some of 
the highest telecom fees in the 
country, Larson said, and con-
sumers may not know they are 
being affected. 

Cellular Telecommunica-
tions & Internet Association 
studies show that while prices 
for cellular phones and service 
have dropped by more than 30 
percent in the last five years, 
taxes, fees, and other govern-
ment-imposed mandates have 
countered those savings by as 

states during the same time pe- ties are edging toward the 
riod. state's 6 percent telecom tax 

gP-11 p.iaoaQs-pl.ay-a-key-Teie--cap. 
in telecommunication tax, but 
local municipalities don't know 
how those numbers break 
down. 

Under the Simplified 
Telecommunications Tax, as of 
Jan. 1 the state collects and dis-
tributes telecom taxes to local 
suburban governments. 

"The state collects the tax in 
the same way they collect sales 
tax," said Sam Trakas, assistant 
to the Palatine village manager. 
"The village used to have to im-
plement tax and maintenance 
fees and telecoms used to have 
to submit information to the 
village. The problem is there 
are too many telecoms, so now 
the telecoms submit a report 
with the rate to the state of Illi-
nois." 

Still, increasing public 
awareness of the steep telecom 
taxes is reaching the point 
where people are starting to 
feel gouged in the pocketbook, 
Larson said. 

The fact that the telecom tax 
rates are significantly higher 
than other consumer goods and 
services that are taxed at an av-
erage rate of 6 percent is evi-
dence of the disparity of the 
taxes and fees, Larson said. 

Local taxes up 

In 2003, Schaumburg, 
Rolling Meadows, Elk Grove 
Village and South Barrington 
all approved local telecom tax 
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Wheeling works out logistics of annexations 
BY MATT ARADO 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling leaders are working 
to make a recent series of 
annexations as painless as pos-
sible for the affected residents 
and business owners. 

The forcibly annexed proper-
ties include nearly a dozen 
small residential and industrial 
areas around the village. The 
properties had previously been  

part orunincorporated Cook 
County, and village leaders say 
many had grown blighted. 

Now that they're part of 
Wheeling, the proper& ill be 
served by the village's p .2, fire 
and public works department. 
They'll also be held to Wheel-
ing's building and zoning codes. 

Wheeling officials are now 
taking care of all the logistical 
issues that arise when annexing 
property 

For starters, the village is 
preparing annexation docu-
ments that need to be filed 
with Cook County. The village 
is also changing its 911 data-
bases, so that people in the 
annexed areas will reach 
Wheeling emergency person-
nel when they call for help. 

Village Manager Wally 
Douthwaite said staff members 
hope to have these and other 
logistical details resolved by  

the end of the year. 
In light of the annexations, 

Wheeling plans to pay for a spe-
cial census that will update the 
village's official population 
count. This census, which will 
cost between $50,000 and 
$75,000, will result in about 
$200,000 in additional yearly 
per capita income from the 
state, Douthwaite said. 

The village also is taking extra 
steps to soften the transition for  

residents and businesses in the 
annexed areas. 

For example, residents with 
working wells will not be forced 
to tap into the village's water 
system. And the village board 
has decided not to use special 
service areas to pay for infra-
structure improvements in the 
annexed neighborhoods; in a 
special service area, property 

See ANNEX on PAGE 3  

Continued from Page 1 

owners pay an additional prop-
erty tax in return for local 
improvements. 

"This board has agreed that if 
we have to improve certain 
areas, it will be done on our 
dime," Douthwaite said. 

The village also plans to alter 
its zoning code to give annexed 
business owners more flexibil-
ity. 

Despite these concessions, 
some residents and business 
owners in the annexed areas are 
uneasy about the change. 

Brian Marks, a resident of the 
2900 block of north Schoenbeck 

c•airi thn finartrial imnart 

of annexation might force him 
to move elsewhere. 

"I grew up in Wheeling, so I 
have no problem with the vil-
lage, but I moved to this home 
specifically for budget reasons," 
Marks said. 

Marks estimated that annexa-
tion will cost him $1,000 in 
additional taxes each year. 

Douthwaite said the impact 
will likely be less than that. He 
said the owner of a $200,000 
home will pay about $380 more 
in municipal property taxes 
each year, minus what the 
owner previously paid to the 
Prospect Heights Fire Protection 
District. The net increase will be 
ahni it (tlqii hp cam 



Board annexes property 
The Wheeling Village Board annexed several pieces of property into the village that were formerly located in 
unincorporated Cook County. Trustees believe the move will lead to an improved village appearance and image. 
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Some want more from 
planed town center 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 1 . • 

Despite five months' work by professional con-
sultants, some members of a committee responsi-
ble for planning a Wheeling town center say a 
more aggressive plan is needed. 

Committee members are generally pleased 
with the concepts and designs consultants S.B. 
Friedman and Co. and the Lakota Group envision 
for the area. But they also want more. 

"It seems the further from the train station 
they got, the less creative they were," said Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann, one of nine committee mem-
bers. 

Lehmann was particularly disappointed with 
suggestions for Lynn Plaza, Dunhurst Shopping 
Plaza and the former Kmart building. He said he 
would rather redevelop all of those areas with up-
dated retail shops. 

Consultants suggested "facade improve-
ments" for Lynn Plaza and Dunhurst Plaza, and 
attracting another retailer such as Home Depot or 
Lowes to take over the 106,000-square-foot Kmart 

building. 
Village President Greg Klatecki, who also sits 

on the committee, said he believes a home im-
provement retailer would be "useful" for Wheel-
ing. Lehmann agreed, but not at the Kmart site. 
He said he would rather see such a store at Dun-
hurst Plaza, on the outskirts of the new develop-
ment. 

"That entire (Kmart) triangle is the center of 
where everything is," Lehmann said. "I don't 
think we want a sea of concrete right in the mid-
dle." 

The committee agreed to spend .up to 18 
months seeking out a single retailer for the Kmart 
site before considering tearing it down and start-
ing from scratch. 

The redevelopment plan, which focuses on the 
area around the Metra train station, calls for new 
multifamily housing and retail shops around the 
depot The plan also extends west along Dundee 
Road and includes Lynn Plaza, the vacated Kmart 
building, the strip malls along Dundee Road and 
the Dunhurst Shopping Center 

(Continued on page 11) 

Wheeling grows overnight 
Annexation of seven unincorporated areas seen as way to improve village's look 

• 

BY CASEY MoFFnT 
STAFF WRITER 

W
/s1-/ ' C.-2; 

heeling welcomed 
about 1,300 new 
residents last week. 

They became part of the vil-
lage after the Village Board 
voted Dec. 8 to annex seven 
areas that lied within Wheel-
ing's borders but were techni-
cally considered to be in 
unincorporated Cook County. 

Very few residents of the un-
incorporated areas attended the 
Dec. 8 meeting, although many 
attended three public meetings 
on the issue held by village offi-
cials in November. The ones 
that did attend the board meet-
ing voiced their opposition. 

Mary Godley of Jackson 
Drive represented her neigh-
bors on the street and simply 
said, "We are opposed to it." 

Jan O'Brand, a 25-year resi-
dent of the Plum Creek condo-
miniums, said many of her 
elderly and foreign-born neigh-
bors felt they had little voice in 
the board's decision. She was  

also dismayed that only a half 
dozen of her neighbors attended 
last week's final meeting on the 
topic. 

"I don't know how we can 
fight it with only six people," she 
said. 

Residents and businesses in 
the annexed areas will now re-
ceive village services and pay 
property taxes to the village. 
The properties also will be sub-
ject to village zoning laws and 
other municipal codes. 'llustees 
said annexing the areas will give 
the village power to enforce 
local codes, improving the vil-
lage's appearance and image. 

Village  officials, however, are 
also sympathetic to the way 
many of the people live — and 
make a living. Some of them 
run home businesses, including 
plumbing and landscaping 
services, and small-motor re-
pairs. Village officials believe 
there are about a dozen such 
businesses. 

"You probably have the most 
sensitive board you can get on 
this issue," said Tlustee Michael 

(Continued on page 13) Pioneer PreseARK 
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Horcher. "Small business is the 
backbone of the village. We're 
trying to help you as best we 
can. 

stees agreed to change 
zoning codes to allow the busi-
nesses to continue to operate 
and even expand. Current 11 
codes prevent those business 
owners from expanding, selling 
or rebuilding their businesses 
m case of a fire or other natural 
disaster. 

The Village Board is ex-
pected to make those changes 
to the zoning code in the near 
future. 

Trustees said annexing the 
areas will allow the village to en-
force other codes, especially in 
business areas along Industrial 
and Sumac lanes where there 
are concerns of soil contamina-
tion and other public health 
problems. Trustees have said 
that area in particular is a blight 
on the village. 

The annexation also will 
boost village state aid revenues 
by about $108 for each new res-
ident. The village, however, 
needs to conduct a special cen-
sus in those areas in order to col-
lect the money. A special census 
cost between $50,000 and 
$75,000. 

The annexation also forces 
the village to hire an additional 
full-time home inspector at an 
annual cost of about $70,000, 
and three more police officers at 
an annual cost of $197,000. 

Police Chief John Popad-
owski said the department will 
wait a while before hiring the 
new officers. He said the de-
partment has analyzed the 
number of calls for servic to 
the Cook County Sheriff's' 

e 
Po-

lice from the unincorporated 
area, but he expects the local de-
partment will get more. 

"We expect the expectations 
(for service) will be raised with 
being annexed," he said. "But I 
just want to say, we're going to 
be there for you." 

The Village Board also said it 
would foot the bill to improve 
water mains, sewer lines and 
roads in the annexed areas, 
even though the village is under 
no obligation to do so. The 
Wheeling Public Works Depart- 
ment has estimated it could cost 
as much as $5.5 million to im- 
prove the annexed streets. 

The high costs are what 
prompted Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato to vote against annexation. 
She was the only trustee who 
opposed it. 

"There are a lot of minuses," 
she said. "When you take the 
figures — who's paying? I don't 

Plan Commissioner Ken 
Brady, another committee 
member, said he would like to 
see a name-brand grocer in the 
proposal. But Village Planner 
Jeff Harris said it might be diffi-
cult to attract one, considering 
Wheeling has four grocery 
stores already — Aldi, Flesh 
Farms, Garden Resh Produce 
and Carniceria Jimenez — three 
of which are on Dundee Road. 

"I think those are specialty 
stores in the eyes of many," 
Brady said. "With 600 (housing) 
units in the town center, they're 
going to need a place to buy gro-
ceries. If we don't at least put a 
name-brand grocery store in 
(the plan), they may not think 
we want one." 

The housing units would be 
built mainly around the train 
station, according to the plan. 
Smaller retail stores would ac-
company the new condomini-
ums, town houses and row 
houses, but most of those shops 
would be built closer to Dundee 
Road. 

Pete with Canadian National 
Railroad cargo trains on the 
tracks, and Metra must operate 
around Canadian National's 
schedule. 

The consultant's draft pro-
posal also includes construction 
of a new village hall in the area 
around the train station, an idea 
that has its supporters and de-
tractors. The Village Board is 
working on a deal to purchase 
the Cole Taylor Bank building 
at the corner of Milwaukee Av-
enue and Dundee Road to 
house village offices, with the 
hopes of expanding the current 
Village Hall one day. 

However, William Whitmer, 
Wheeling's economic develop-
ment director, reminded the 
committee that the proposal is a 
guide only, and suggested a vil-
lage hall should be left in to "rec-
ognize it as an option." 

All comments and sugges-
tions made by the committee 
will now be put into the draft 
proposal and presented to the 
Village Board when complete. It 
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Some want more from 
planed town center 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Despite five months' work by professional con-
sultants, some members of a committee responsi-
ble for planning a Wheeling town center say a 
more aggressive plan is needed. 

Committee members are generally pleased 
with the concepts and designs consultants S.B. 
Iliedman and Co. and the Lakota Group envision 
for the area. But they also want more. 

"It seems the further from the train station 
they got, the less creative they were," said Trustee 
Trevor Lehmann, one of nine committee mem-
bers. 

Lehmann was particularly disappointed with 
suggestions for Lynn Plaza, Dunhurst Shopping 
Plaza and the former Kmart building. He said he 
would rather redevelop all of those areas with up-
dated retail shops. 

Consultants suggested "facade improve-
ments" for Lynn Plaza and Dunhurst Plaza, and 
attracting another retailer such as Home Depot or 
Lowes to take over the 106,000-square-foot Kmart 

building. 
Village President Greg Klatecki, who also sits 

on the committee, said he believes a home im-
provement retailer would be "useful" for Wheel-
ing. Lehmann agreed, but not at the Kmart site. 
He said he would rather see such a store at Dun-
hurst Plaza, on the outskirts of the new develop-
ment 

`That entire (Kmart) triangle is the center of 
where everything is," Lehmann said. "I don't 
think we want a sea of concrete right in the mid-
dle." 

The committee agreed to spend up to 18 
months seeking out a single retailer for the Kmart 
site before considering tearing it down and start-
ing from scratch. 

The redevelopment plan, which focuses on the 
area around the Metra train station, calls for new 
multifamily housing and retail shops around the 
depot. The plan also extends west along Dundee 
Road and includes Lynn Plaza, the vacated Kmart 
building, the strip malls along Dundee Road and 
the Dunhurst Shopping Center 

(Continued on page 11) 

Plan Commissioner Ken 
Brady, another committee 
member, said he would like to 
see a name-brand grocer in the 
proposal. But Village Planner 
Jeff Harris said it might be diffi-
cult to attract one, considering 
Wheeling has four grocery 
stores already — Aldi, Flesh 
Farms, Garden Resh Produce 
and Carniceria Jimenez — three 
of which are on Dundee Road. 

"I think those are specialty 
stores in the eyes of many" 
Brady said. With 600 (housing) 
units in the town center, they're 
going to need a place to buy gro-
ceries. If we don't at least put a 
name-brand grocery store in 
(the plan), they may not think 
we want one." 

The housing units would be 
built mainly around the train 
station, according to the plan. 
Smaller retail stores would ac-
company the new condomini-
ums, town houses and row 
houses, but most of those shops 
would be built closer to Dundee 
Road. 

pete with Canadian National 
Railroad cargo trains on the 
tracks, and Metra must operate 
around Canadian National's 
schedule. 

The consultant's draft pro-
posal also includes construction 
of a new village hall in the area 
around the train station, an idea 
that has its supporters and de-
tractors. The Village Board is 
working on a deal to purchase 
the Cole Taylor Bank building 
at the corner of Milwaukee Av-
enue and Dundee Road to 
house village offices, with the 
hopes of expanding the current 
Village Hall one day. 

However, William Whitmer, 
Wheeling's economic develop-
ment director, reminded the 
committee that the proposal is a 
guide only, and suggested a vil-
lage hall should be left in to "rec-
ognize it as an option." 

All comments and sugges-
tions made by the committee 
will now be put into the draft 
proposal and presented to the 
Village Board when complete. It 
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heeling welcomed 
about 1,300 new 
residents last week 

They became part of the vil-
lage after the Village Board 
voted Dec. 8 to annex seven 
areas that lied within Wheel-
ing's borders but were techni-
cally considered to be in 
unincorporated Cook County. 

Very few residents of the un-
incorporated areas attended the 
Dec. 8 meeting, although many 
attended three public meetings 
on the issue held by village offi-
cials in November. The ones 
that did attend the board meet-
ing voiced their opposition. 

Mary Godley of Jackson 
Drive represented her neigh-
bors on the street and simply 
said, "We are opposed to it." 

Jan O'Brand, a 25-year resi-
dent of the Plum Creek condo-
miniums, said many of her 
elderly and foreign-born neigh-
bors felt they had little voice in 
the board's decision. She was  

last week's final meeting on the 
topic. 

"I don't know how we can 
fight it with only six people," she 
said. 

Residents and businesses in 
the annexed areas will now re-
ceive village services and pay 
property taxes to the village. 
The properties also will be sub-
ject to village zoning laws and 
other municipal codes. Trustees 
said annexing the areas will give 
the village power to enforce 
local codes, improving the vil-
lage's appearance and image. 

Village officials, however, are 
also sympathetic to the way 
many of the people live — and 
make a living. Some of them 
run home businesses, including 
plumbing and landscaping 
services, and small-motor re-
pairs. Village officials believe 
there are about a dozen such 
businesses. 

"You probably have the most 
sensitive board you can get on 
this issue," said Trustee Michael 

(Continued on page 13)  

The Wheeling Village Board annexed several pieces of property into the village that were formerly located in 
unincorporated Cook County. Trustees believe the move will lead to an improved village appearance and image. 
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Horcher. "Small business is the 
backbone of the village. We're 
trying to help you as best we 
can." 

Trustees agreed to change 
zoning codes to allow the busi-
nesses to continue to operate 
and even expand. Current 
codes prevent those business 
owners from expanding, selling 
or rebuilding their businesses 
in case of a fire or other natural 
disaster. 

The Village Board is ex-
pected to make those changes 
to the zoning code in the near 
future. 

Ti-ustees said annexing the 
areas will allow the village to en-
force other codes, especially in 
business areas along Industrial 
and Sumac lanes where there 
are concerns of soil contamina-
tion and other public health 
problems. Trustees have said 
that area in particular is a blight 
on the village. 

The annexation also will 
boost village state aid revenues 
by about $108 for each new res-
ident. The village, however, 
needs to conduct a special cen-
sus in those areas in order to col-
lect the money. A special census 
cost between $50,000 and 
$75,000. 

The annexation also forces 
the village to hire an additional 
full-time home inspector at an 
annual cost of about $70,000, 
and three more police officers at 
an annual cost of $197,000. 

Police Chief John Popad- 
owski said the department will 
wait a while before hiring the 
new officers. He said the de-
partment has analyzed the 
number of calls for service to 
the Cook County Sheriff's Po- 
lice from the unincorporated 
area, but he expects the local de- 
partment will get more. 

"We expect the expectations 
(for service) will be raised with 
being annexed," he said. "But I 
just want to say, we're going to 
be there for you." 

The Village Board also said it 
would foot the bill to improve 
water mains, sewer lines and 
roads in the annexed areas, 
even though the village is under 
no obligation to do so. The 
Wheeling Public Works Depart-
ment has estimated it could cost 
as much as $5.5 million to im- 
prove the annexed streets. 

The high costs are what 
prompted Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato to vote against annexation. 
She was the only trustee who 
opposed it. 

"There are a lot of minuses," 
she said. "When you take the 
figures — who's paying? I don't 
think (the board is) wrong. It's 
just my feeling." 

Village officials still have to 
'finalize annexation documents 
and submit them to Cook 
County officials before annexa- 
tion is complete. That may not 
happen until after the new year. 

Casey Moffitt can be reached 
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the Cook County Sheriff's Po-
lice from the unincorporated 
area, but he expects the local de-
partment will get more. 

'We expect the expectations 
(for service) will be raised with 

just want 
being annex ed y we're going ," he said. "But I to sa

to be there for you." 
The Village Board also said it 

would foot the bill to improve 
water mains, sewer lines and 
roads in the annexed areas, 
even though the village is 
no obligation to do so. The 
Wheeling Public Works Depart-
ment has estimated it could cost 
as much as $5.5 million to im-
prove the annexed streets 

The • 

Board annexes property 
The Wheeling Village Board annexed several pieces of property into the village that were formerly located in 
unincorporated Cook County. Trustees believe the move will lead to an improved village appearance and image. 

Some want more from 
planed town center 

Anne: 
BA" 

prompted 'Ilustee J y Abrus-
cato to vote against annexation. 
She was the only trustee who 
opposed it. 

"There are a lot of minuses," 
she said. 'When you take the 
figure w o's paying? I don't 
think (the board is) wrong. It's 
iust,my feeling." 

Village officials still have to 
'finalize annexation documents 
and submit them to Cook 
County officials before annexa-
tion is complete. That may not 
happen until after the new year. 

Casey Moffitt can be reached offiattc22i420.cal  

Village sets tax 
levy increase 

building. 
Village President Greg Klatecki, who also sits 

on the committee, said he believes a home im-
provement retailer would be "useful" for Wheel-
ing. Lehmann agreed, but not at the Kmart site. 
He said he would rather see such a store at Dun-
hurst Plaza, on the outskirts of the new develop-
ment 

"That entire (Kmart) triangle is the center of 
where everything is," Lehmann said. "I don't 
think we want a sea of concrete right in the mid- 
dle." 

The committee agreed to spend „ily to 18 
months seeking out a single retailer for the Kmart 
site before considering tearing it down and start-
ing .from scratch 

The redevelopment plan, which focuses on the 
area around the Metra train station, calls for new 
multifamily housing and retail shops around the 
depot. The plan also extends west along Dundee 
Road and includes Lynn Plaza, the vacated Kmart 
building, the strip malls along Dundee Road and 
the Dunhurst Shopping Center. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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BY CASEY MOFFITT 
STAFF WRITER 

/",:: / / - - 
Wheeling homeowners 

cart expect to see a slight in-
crease in the share of prop-
erty taxes they pay to village 
government next year, ac-
cording to estimates from 
village officials. 

Michael Mondschain, 
Wheeling's finance director, 
outlined the village's pro-
posed tax levy to the Village 
Board at a Dec. 1 meeting. 
Mondschain reported the vil-
lage will collect about $7.65 
million in property taxes 
next year, compared to the 
$7.45 million it collected in 
2003. 

That ',Arts the net levy in-
crease at 2.74 percent, Mond-
schain said. A taxpayer 
whose home has a fair mar-
ket value of $200,000 should 
expect to pay a total of about 
$387 to the village, an in-
crease of $8.18. 

Despite the tax increase, 
village officials are still ex-
pecting a $1.5 million rev-
enue shortfall next year that 
will be covered with money 
fro': 4e village's reserve 
fund: 

Mondschain attributed 
the deficit to a decrease in 
revenue from sales taxes, 
slat( ' -"come tax aid and de-
clin...,,, returns on invest-
ments due to abnormally low 
interest rates. Costs are also 
outpacing revenues. Salaries 
and benefit costs make up 

will decrease to about $11.5 

village's reserve fund will 
total about $13 million Dec. 
31, f.... end of the village's 
fiscal year. Village savings 

over the past three years. 

the largest spending 

averaging close to 20 percent 

in- 
creases, with health insur-
ance 

Mondschain estimated the 

cost increases  

million at the end of the next 
fiscal year, according to 
Mondschain's estimates. 

Trustees asked whether it 
was prudent to use savings to 
offset next year's spending 
deficit. Mondschain said the 
remaining reserves will 
equal about 49.1 percent of 
the village's total operating 
expenditures. He said sav-
ings equal to 25 percent of 
operating expenses is con-
sidered a "healthy fund bal 
ance." 

Trustee Trevor Lehmann 
asked if the village should in-
crease its levy to cover the 
deficit instead of relying on 
reserve funds. Mondschain 
said adding $1.5 million to 
the levy would have in-
creased the village's tax re-
quest by a total of 20.1 
percent next year. 

Next year's tax collection 
does not include money that 
will be used for the probable 
purchase of the Cole Taylor 
Bank building. Village offi-
cials have indicated the 
Dundee Road and Milwau-
kee Avenue facility will be 
used to house village offices 
once it is purchased. Offi-
cials expect to issue about $5 
million in debt for the pur-
chase and move, with $4 mil-
lion going toward purchase 
alone. 

According to a prelimi-
nary budget presented to the 
Village Board, the debt 
would have increased the 
levy to $8.2 million. Mond-
schain explained the build-
ing will most likely be 
purchased after the new 
year, so the debt service will 
be moved to the village's 
2005 budget. 

Casey Moffitt can be reached 
at cirtoffitt.thiniftrOarirv,ni rwrn 

BY CASEY MoFFirr 
STAFF WRITER 

Plan Commissioner Ken 
Brady, another committee 
member, said he would like to 
see a name-brand grocer in the 
proposal. But Village Planner 
Jeff Harris said it might be diffi-
cult to attract one, considering 
Wheeling has four grocery 
stores already — Aldi, Fresh 
Farms, Garden Fresh Produce 
and Carniceria Jimenez — three 
of which are on Dundee Road. 

"I think those are specialty 
stores in the eyes of many," 
Brady said. 'With 600 (housing) 
units in the town center, they're 
going to need a place to buy gro-
ceries. If we don't at least put a 
name-brand grocery store in 
(the plan), they may not think 
we want one." 

The housing units would be 
built mainly around the train 
station, according to the plan. 
Smaller retail stores would ac-
company the new condomini-
ums, town houses and row 
houses, but most of those shops 
would be built closer to Dundee 
Road.  

pete with Canadian National 
Railroad cargo trains on the 
tracks, and Metra must operate 
around Canadian National's 
schedule. 

The consultant's draft pro-
posal also includes construction 
of a new village hall in the area 
around the train station, an idea 
that has its supporters and de-
tractors. The Village Board is 
working on a deal to purchase 
the Cole Taylor Bank building 
at the corner of Milwaukee Av-
enue and Dundee Road to 
house village offices, with the 
hopes of expanding the current 
Village Hall one day. 

However, William Whitmer, 
Wheeling's economic develop-
ment director, reminded the 
committee that the proposal is a 
guide only, and suggested a vil-
lage hall should be left in to "rec-
ognize it as an option." 

All comments and sugges-
tions made by the committee 
will now be put into the draft 
proposal and presented to the 
Village Board when complete. It 

Despite five months' work by professional con-
sultants, some members of a committee responsi-
ble for planning a Wheeling town center say a 
more aggressive plan is needed. 

Committee members are generally pleased 
with the concepts and designs consultants S.B. 
Friedman and Co. and the Lakota Group envision 
for the area. But they also want more. 

"It seems the further from the train station 
they got, the less creative they were," said 'frustee 
Trevor Lehmann, one of nine committee mem-
bers. 

Lehmann was particularly disappointed with 
suggestions for Lynn Plaza, Dunhurst Shopping 
Plaza and the former Kmart building. He said he 
would rather redevelop all of those areas with up-
dated retail shops. 

Consultants suggested "facade improve-
ments" for Lynn Plaza and Dunhurst Plaza, and 
attracting another retailer such as Home Depot or 
Lowes to take over the 106,000-square-foot Kmart 

leduled 
ner. Maureen 
for Wheeling 

AM Si lip build•- 
Rights. Reg- 
; at 6:30 p.m. 
evidence for 

)lication, a ni 
;hould take. 
as:iessed too 

"re. The dead- 
sessmen t ap- 

Mathias, R-
teplian. 
o bring their 
Hi number to 
form. Those 
the Board of 



aA110 vero mid *Z 
anus Puetul 

/ '171-9E-£09 (ME) le ma!Aall 
Jo piVoq Ilea Imo reututas aun uo uoneuuqpn aptu tIntre.m. 
asoqi, •turoJ prreiduioa u utiarcluJoa u! istsse .reumlas 0111 
01 Jaqumu tioneauguapt Spadwd Jo aanou luatussasse 'mg x•el 
atam 1.rt.tct cri par..moaua are puane oqm &mum° S....rado 

•ueticials saloroa Jossassy antsumm, ut-laattiy pue `picc; 

-11 'semen Soups Vali paiostuxis avutt atu, 
7 *Mr Si 'Welt fuJoa stead 

-de 2LIDLUSSDSSE LIE am 01 sluaptsat drqsumm, trqaa us& autt 

-peap •ampaawd JoJ aaJ ou am tmadde r [I LOIZS 

001 passimse st Al_radold itam anattaq oqmasom pees Aridinw 
-a3te1 prnoris tio!staap matnall Jo pivot" e duo[ moil L.LissnDstp 

pue `uoneartdde madde tre ino 'Rugg pue 11-titia(ktd Vadde ue 
.lot aatraptAa t..latria se !tans sapzior Janoa rpm nuturas aq j, 

-urd oF,:9 sut'slaq Jerutuas atu put -tad 9 uado uorm.rist 

-J41 u001-111Ar s'11-1J9I1 uoPuIliV *Isl 9191 13111 

-ppnq 51.11-La-NM am rpm Juuturas ara 
Aripuow spiaptsar rintsumm, 

ritpartm.10j Jeutwas Tackle watussasse ue irtm Sqd.mht 
tiaamew Jauotssnutuco mat Azqf Jo p.mou Siunop N000 

w  
--m-37--vvirr—rre---aistributea 

(II abed uo panto 

pue peoll aapunia uoie grue 
PO4e0eA ‘E2eld uuke 

aapuna Isam spuapra 
0141 puncue sdoqs pelai pue 
mau JoJ sum 'uoners uteri P..% 
0141 uo sasnaoJ Iranim tun 

e 

through local food pantries 
and The Ark, a social-service 
agency in Chicago. For more 
information, telephone (847) 
537-1771. 

• Eighth-graders at St. 
Mary School in Buffalo Grove 
are collecting school supplies, 
games and winter clothing for 
a first-grade class in a Chicago 
Public School. Each first-
grader will receive a shoebox 
with crayons, paper, a book, a 
toy and mittens or a winter 
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painpaos Jetwilas leaddPluowssassv 
guests at the Kingswood 
PADS site and to children of 
surrounding communities. 
Call (847) 398-0770. 

I Arlington Heights Li-
brary's holiday book drive "A , 
Book for Every Basket," seeks 
donations of new children's 
books. All books collected by ) 
Sunday will be donated to 
Wheeling Township's Adopt-a-
Family Program, which pre- 3  
pares holiday gift baskets for 
needy families. The goal is to 
have at least one book in- L 

Pe08 au!leled 

ore than 1,900 people were packed-Trito an auditoriuk, 
signed to hold 1,600. According to reports from that era, (6k au  light set a stage curtain on fire. An asbestos fire curtain, 41[2„A*7  was to protect the audience in case of a fire, became stuclk.../a 

smoke. was lowered, leaving the audience exposed to flames a_ -,sN. 
The fire spread rapidly. Panic ensued. 
An estimated 600 died, most of them women and children. 
Many of those in attendance that day were from the suburbs. 3 

If you know of any survivors or casualties and if you have any 
stories about their experiences that they may have told, please :a 
fax us at (847) 599-6902 or e-mail us at lake@pioneerlocal.com. by Dec. 16. Leave your name and telephone and someone on 

3
nn 

S staff will get back in touch with you. 
.13 
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Financial aid 
for developer 
of condos not 
nailed down 

/..? • 4' c..7.  
Wheeling leaders continue to 

discuss how much money they 
should give a developer who 
plans to build a condominium 
complex in town. 

During a recent workshop 
meeting, trustees tentatively 
agreed to provide up to $7.5 mil-
lion in assistance to developer 
Mark Smith for construction of 
the 306-unit Prairie Park condo-
minium complex on Wolf Road 
near Milwaukee Avenue. 

Under the tentative arrange-
ment, no money would be paid 
up front; rather, the village would 
pay the developer only as condo 
units are sold. The payments 
would stop, though, after five 
years, regardless of whether the 
entire condo project is com-
pleted. The details of the 
financial assistance are still ten-
tative. Attorneys for the village 
and Smith are working on a final 
development agreement for the 
Prairie Park project. 

Assuming the village does, in 
fact, agree to provide financial 
assistance for the project, the 
money would come from tax 
increment financing revenues. 

If the village doesn't have 
enough TIF funds on hand for 
the Prairie Park assistance, it can 
borrow the money and pay off 
the debt with future TIF rev-
enues. Trustees are taking care to 
support the Prairie Park project, 
which they agree will be good for 
Wheeling, without putting the 
village et any financial risk. 

BY 'AATT ARADO 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Village agrees 
to help builder 
Money comes with conditions 

BY CASEY MOFFTTT 
STAFF WRITER 

The Wheeling Village Board 
is willing to give a local devel-
oper money to help him build a 
306-unit condominium project, 
but only after the homes are 
built and sold. 

Mark Smith of Smith Fam-
ily Construction hopes to get 
$7.5 million from the village 

:.i.through the tax increment fi-
nancing fund the board estab-
lished in February near the 
intersection of Milwaukee Av-
enue and Lake-Cook Road. 

'• Smith wants to build the devel-
opment on the ; ; Sirrunerling 

`:Fence property at the intersec-
. 1  ton of Wolf Road and Milwau- 
4 lree Avenue. - • 

The quicker we 
get done, the' 
r-11 1; fit"M 

village get: 1",s 
money back -- 
Timing is 
ever. ything11.41 

Developer Aktrk 'Smith 

No new programs or stt 
ing plan. It includes no new 
programs or personnel. 

"Because of the economy, 
our revenues are not what they 
used to be," Finance Director 
Michael Mondschain said. "So 
this budget just allows us to 
keep operating at current 
levels." 

Wheeling is collecting less 
revenue from sales taxes, the 

Council 
annexes 
trouble 
spots 
Wheeling hopes 
to beautify areas 

/4 -e'? 
BY MATT ARADO 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees on 
Monday brought a number of 
unincorporated properties 
under village control in an 
effort to beautify the commu-
nity and improve its image. 

The forcibly annexed proper-
ties include two residential 
areas west of Route 83, an area 
of smaller homes and busi-
nesses south of Hintz Road, the 
Plum Creek and Hunt Club 
condominiums and several 
industrial areas along Milwau-
kee Avenue. 

Village leaders say the annex-
ations will allow the village to 
make much-needed improve-
ments on the properties, from 
fixing crumbling roads to elimi-
nating eyesores. 

The village board approved 
the annexations individually 
with 5-1 votes. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato voted 
readde — repaTeui anpaeotpeal 

Alpeap iamos pau2isapi  
speatixem—squioq A141) Pallept 

-os trip% paumno slava' lot  
suazou —u.noployq 'fivizsup 
:buissiw sqwoq Ama :yodel! 

•plys -map harms pepttAeg 
dnueo aw't..pnos urnsnw argqs 

pue won Llsgurtx atp aiam. 
sarousseullsamoon ata •ssaid 

• palepossv atl,I,Aq Acpuow 
pauTiqo Aaruns a of Stripiopae 

'panatiaq Aisnotnaid uetp raitAlq 
Apueoutats iaqumu a 'swap 

-Tsai pepti2uR 000'19 painoaxa 
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• 

Cox- oZ 003 
BY MATT ARADO 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling leaders have 
approved a budget they say will 
get the village through next 
year, but won't do much else. 

The 2004 budget totals 
$60.4 million. The general fund, 
which covers salaries and most 
day-to-day expenses, totals 
about $23.5 million. 

Officials described the 
budget as a "status quo" spend- 

The Village Board has al-
ready approved the site plan 
for Smith's development. 

.Smith told village, officials at 
the beginninvpf ; plan 

Ming and appiteitprocess 
that he, woukt.40cd TIF, 
money to inalte4110 project a 
reality because 00he wet soil 
Conditions at,: the site. 
Trustees, howev , were leery 

riwoloni giving 4: 1" 3  41‘I  any 
Money „ before:  4 1 ruction 

ki44e "begins. 
According to the agree-

ment, Smith will get $1.7 mil-
lion when the first of five 
buildings is built and its 48  

concerned with paying off 
debt. It's an added expense to 
taxpayers." 

Village Manger Wallace 
Douthwaite said the village 
can expect to break even on 
its investment sometime be-
tween 2014 and 2018. He also 
said the village can expect to 
earn between $16 million and 
$24 million through property 
taxes from the project over 
the 23-year life of the TIF dis-
trict. 

The TIF district estab-
lishes a special fund built 
through the , collection of 
property taxes. That money 
can be used for public im-
provements, land acquisition 
or ' investment', in specific 
projects. 

Details of the, agreement 
still need to be hanimered 

• ; out, but trustees insisted • 
that certain protections be in-
cluded in any final language 
SO that the village can recoup 

;! any investment 'made in the 
projeCt with Public' 

!village wants the 
; funds. 

lip ' 'n um- 
ber dif rental units If/lifted to 
20 percent for the entire proj-
eel, and they want guaran-
tees that Smith will not 
challenge. property tax as-
sessments. They also don't 
want Smith turning over the 
project to another developer 
without village approval. 
Smith will also given a 
five-year window in which to 
collect the incentive. 

Smith verbally agreed to 
the conditions at a Dec. 15 
meeting and said the five-
year window is fair. 

"It gives me an incentive 
and motivation to ... sell some 
units," he said. "I don't want 
to hang out there for a long 
time." 

Smith said he has 25 units 
already sold, and he is confi-
dent he can make the devel-
opment successful. He said 
the luxury condos will fetch a 
price of more than $200 per 

the site, and he hopes to be 
"well under roof" by next 

its money back," Smith said. 
"Timing is everything." 

units are sold. The rest of the 
$58 million will be given to 

gs are sold. • Wh.eelmg approw 
r

i
ld
th
i 
 as units in the other 

• 

' . Since the TIF has no fund 
balance at this point, village 

i officials will have to borrow
• at least some of, the money in 

) state incom : order to grant it to Smith. 
earnings, Mc '' The debt would be paid off as 

Overall, tl -• property taxes are paid into 
in about $1.1 !'the TIP fund, something that 

"I'm confident (Smith) can  

t
ear
di

.
d durir 

worried svm- !ru h stees. e Because o 
.Complete the job,' Trustee

eoriginally
e 

Michael Florcher :q.  id. "I am 
aebrsoutd$elc.i6dre er)......... _ 

square foot, a price never 
commanded in Wheeling. 

Smith has already begun 
some preliminary work on 

spring. 
"The quicker we get done, 

the quicker the ... village gets 



ii 

trouble 
spots 
Wheeling hopes 
to beautib areas 

-0-d3 
BY MATT ARADO 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees on 
Monday brought a number of 
unincorporated properties 
under village control in an 
effort to beautify the commu-
nity and improve its image. 

The forcibly annexed proper-
ties include two residential 
areas west of Route 83, an area 
of smaller homes and busi-
nesses south of Hintz Road, the 
Plum Creek and Hunt Club 
condominiums and several 
industrial areas along Milwau-
kee Avenue. 

Village leaders say the annex-
ations will allow the village to 
make much-needed improve-
ments on the properties, from 
fixing crumbling roads to elimi-
nating eyesores. 

The village board approved 
the annexations individually 
with 5-1 votes. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato voted 
xuadde —Tutialutu antiouotpuit  
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nailed down 
BY MATT ARADO 
Dad5.,  Herald Staff Writer 

/02- 
Wheeling leaders continue to 

discuss how much money they 
should give a developer who 
plans to build a condominium 
complex in town. 

During a recent workshop 
meeting, trustees tentatively 
agreed to provide up to $7.5 mil-
lion in assistance to developer 
Mark Smith for construction of 
the 306-unit Prairie Park condo-
minium complex on Wolf Road 
near Milwaukee Avenue. 

Under the tentative arrange-
ment, no money would be paid 
up front; rather, the villdge would 
pay the developer only as condo 
units are sold. The payments 
would stop, though, after five 
years, regardless of whether the 
entire condo project is com-
pleted. The details of the 
financial assistance are still ten-
tative. Attorneys for the village 
and Smith are working on a final 
development agreement for the 
Prairie Park project. 

Assuming the village does, in 
fact, agree to provide financial 
assistance for the project, the 
money would come from tax 
increment financing revenues. 

If the village doesn't have 
enough TIF funds on hand for 
the Prairie Park assistance, it can 
borrow the money and pay off 
the debt with future TIF rev-
enues. Trustees are taking care to 
support the Prairie Park project, 
which they agree will be good for 
Wheeling, without putting the 
village at any financial risk. 

BY CASEY MOFFITT 

STAFF WRITER 

GP3 
The Wheeling Village Board 

is willing to give a local devel-
oper money to help him build a 
306-unit condominium project, 
but only after the homes are 
built and sold. 

Mark Smith of Smith Fam-
ily Construction hopes to get 
$7,5 million from the village 

A , through the tax' increment fi-
nancing fund the board estab-
lished in February near the  

concerned with paying off 
debt. It's an added expense to 
taxpayers." 

Village Manger Wallace 
Douthwaite said the village 
can expect to break even on 
its investment sometime be-
tween 2014 and 2018. He also 
said the village can expect to 
earn between $16 million and 
$24 million through property 
taxes from the project over 
the 23-year life of the TIF dis-
trict. 

•••••• 
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Money comes with conditions 

Wheeling approves no-frills spending plan 
BY MATT ARADO 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling leaders have 
approved a budget they say will 
get the village through next 
year, but won't do much else. 

The 2004 budget totals 
$60.4 million. The general fund, 
which covers salaries and most 
day-to-day expenses, totals 
about $23.5 million. 

Officials described the 
budget as a "status quo" spend- 

Q(2, doo3  Wheeling has had a January ti 
December fiscal year. 

To make the switch, the vii 
lage approved an eight-mont 
interim budget to overc th 
period from May 1 roug 
Dec. 31 of this year. 

Though the budget 
approved, trustees in Janua 
will discuss the possibility 
shifting funds around so me 
is provided to social servi 
agencies like Omni Youth S 
vices. 

No new programs or staff included as village dips into its reserves 
ing plan. It includes no new 

state income tax and interest shortfall by dipping into we're in without relying on big 

programs or personnel. earnings, Mondschain said. reserves. 

"Because of the economy, Overall, the village is taking The good news is that even tsathxdi
.ncreases," Mondschain 

our revenues are not what they in about $1.14 million less than after withdrawing those funds,
The 2003 property tax levy is 

used to be," Finance Director it did during the 2002 fiscal the village's reserves will still be 2.7 percent higher than the 
Michael Mondschain said. "So year. 
this budget just allows us to	

healthy, totaling about 50 per- previous levy. Mondschain said 
Because of the decline in rev- cent of the village's operating most homeowners in town the 

will 

keep operating at current enue, the 2004 fund costs, twice the targeted 25 per- pa
more y $5 to $10 to 

general  

levels." originally originally showed a deficit of cent level.
lage next year. 

The 
Wheeling is collecting less about $1.6 million. Village lead- "Those reserves are allowing

2004 budget takes effect 

revenue from sales taxes, the ers decided to cover _the us to get through the period Jan. 1, marking the first time 

-- —
__   



Racial profiling checklist 
Police officers throughout Illinois will be required to file information on all traffic stops, even those generating only a 
verbal warning, under a new law aimed at detecting bias in policing. 

0 Date, time and location of stop, including police 
beat 

0 Officer's name and badge number 
0 Driver's name, address, birthdate and gender 
0 Drivers race, as subjectively determined by officer .. 
IJ Reason for stop: Moving violation, faulty equipment 

or license plate/registration irregularity 
I=Ji If stop was based on moving violation, what kind? 
J Was the result of the stop a citation, a written ., . 

warning or a verbal warning? , 
t. 

fa Was the vehicle searched? ..,
... 

0 Was the driver searched? 
D Were the passengers searched? fl  
0 Was contraband found? 
0 Were drugs, alcohol or paraphernalia found? 
0 Was a weapon found? 
0 Was stolen property found? 

Source. Illinois 0 rtment of Transportation Pioneer Press i chc 

Police to document all stops in 2004 
New state law aimed at determining if racial profiling is at play on our roadways 

BY KAREN BERKOWITZ 
STAFF WRITER 

Starting Jan. 1, police offi-
cers will be required to record 
the race of each driver they stop 
and whether the motorist is 
ticketed, searched or sent on 
his or her way, under a new Illi-
nois law aimed at identifying 
patterns of bias in policing. 

The information will be col-
lected through December 2007 
and forwarded to the state peri-
odically as part of a four-year 
study to determine whether 
members of minority groups 
are pulled over in dispropor-
tionate numbers and treated 
more harshly than whites. 

About 1,000 police agencies 
will file the data with the Illi-
nois Department of Transporta-
tion under the new law to 
measure the extent of racial 
profiling. Illinois is the 14th 
state to require statewide data 
collection. 

"Every black male you 
veak to will tell you he has 

pen pulled over, stopped, 
iLsiceel and had his car  

searched — then told to go on 
his way because nothing was 
found," said state Rep. 
Monique Davis, D-27th, of 
Chicago, who championed the 
bill for five years in the Illinois 
House. 

"This will require police to 
document why they stopped 
the driver, whether there was a 
traffic violation, whether the 
car was searched and whether 
further action was taken," 
Davis said. 

Disparity in police stops will 
be analyzed both in the context 
of the community's census 
counts and the population that 
travels through the community. 

Five categories 
At the time of each stop, po-

lice officers must make a sub-
jective determination as to the 
race of the person stopped, se-
lecting from one of five cate- 
gories: Caucasian; 
African-American; Hispanic; 
Native American or Alaskan; 
and Asian or Pacific Islander. 

According to IDOT, racial  

profiling studies are based on 
the officer's vistal determina-
tion of race, since perception is 
the basis for profiling. More- 

"if the officer questions  

the driver about his race, the 
driver may become confronta-
tional or think his rights are 
being violated," noted IDOT. 

The data will be analyzed by  

the Center for Public Safety at 
Northwestern University, 
which has conducted similar 
analyses for states and local ju-

(Continued on page 12) 

‘lisdictions, including one for racial profiling. But the only 
the city of Highland Park way to test that and to check 
under the terms of a consent it is to have some measure- 

decree
- ment on the street. 

Alexander Weiss, director
`This simply gives law en-

of the Center . for Public forcement a tool for ... deta
er- 
ny 

Safety at Northwestern, said mining if there is  
about 5,000 law enforcement corrective ion

acton that needs 

agencies around the country to be taken,"
nka said. 

are collecting race data .on
Passage of the legislation 

traffic stops. •
during the spring 2003 ses- 

"For the most part, agen- sion marked a long-awaited 
cies (elsewhere) , are finding victory for supporters, includ-
there is no disproportionality ing the ACLU. Similar meas-
in traffic stops," Weiss said. ures had met with defeat in 
"On occasion, what they find four previous legislative 

ses- 

are pockets . of a few officers sio ns It took that long for us to 
engaging in some kind of "  
race stops, but no ageneywide get our legislators to internal- 

or systemic problem."
ize what a person feels like 

iiovv in, 
 er, the' pictin e once this has happened to 
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test pointed to an 
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in some sort of documentation. 

Whether the data will be revealing or 
useful depends on what Northwestern 
University's Center for Public Safety 
finds. 

"It will be interesting to see," Husak 
said. 

Wheeling Deputy Police Chief John 
Stone said following the requirements 
of the new law and documenting all 
stops on paper for the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation will be "no big 
deal" for officers. 
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now to prepare," he said. "We went to a 
meeting with IDOT, and they answered 
all our questions." 
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reviews arrest information to determine 
if racial profiling is occurring. He said a 
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r stops a driver 
based on "reasonable suspi- ce nt. 
eion" or "probable cause." -

However, "If the officer I then lets the motorist proceed with 
If a search is conducted, ,perceives the person to be a y a verbal warning, no report is filed• 

police must report whether minority, it doesn't • matter t Husak believes "the vast majority" 

any drugs, drug parapherna- what race they are. If they are 
lia, alcohol or weapons were treated differently, that is 

foun d. 

Sensitivity training 

or ve years in the 01S 

House. 
"This will require police to 

document why they stopped 
the driver, whether there was a 
traffic violation, whether the 
car was searched and whether 
further action was taken," 
Davis said. 

Disparity in police stops will 
be analyzed both in the context 
of the community's census 
counts and the population that 
travels through the community 

Five categories 

At the time of each stop, po-
lice officers must make a sub-
jective determination as to the 
race of the person stopped, se-
lecting from one of five cate- 
gories: Caucasian; 
African-American; Hispanic; 
Native American or Alaskan; 
and Asian or Pacific Islander. 

According to IDOT, racial . 

❑ Date, time and location of stop, including police 
beat 

LI Officer's name and badge number 
IJ Driver's name, address, birthdate and gender 
❑ Driver's race, as subjectively determined by officer 
LI Reason for stop: Moving violation, faulty equipment 

or license plate/registration irregularity 
If stop was based on moving violation, what kind? 
Was the result of the stop a citation, a written 
warning or a verbal warning? 

l7 Was the vehicle searched? 
[J Was the driver searched? 
l3 Were the passengers searched? 
la Was contraband found? 
❑ Were drugs, alcohol or paraphernalia found? 
CI Was a weapon found? 
IJ Was stolen property found? 

Source' Illinois Deparrnent of Transportation 

profiling studies are based on 
the officer's vislal determina-
tion of race, since perception is 
the basis for profiling. More-
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the Center for Public Safety at 
Northwestern University, 
which has conducted similar 
analyses for states and local ju-

(Continued on page 12) 

of stops by Buffalo Grove officers result 
in some sort of documentation. 

Whether the data will be revealing or 
useful depends on what Northwestern 
University's Center for Public Safety 
finds. 

"It will be interesting to see," Husak 
said. 

Wheeling Deputy Police Chief John 
Stone said following the requirements 
of the new law and documenting all 
stops on paper for the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation will be "no big 
deal" for officers. 

"We've been working for two months 
now to prepare," he said. "We went to a 
meeting with IDOT, and they answered 
all our questions." 

Stone said the department already 
reviews arrest information to determine 
if racial profiling is occurring. He said a 

new computer program the department 
is hoping to introduce will enhance 
those efforts. 

"You need to be able to pull (the sta-
tistics) up yourself," he said. "You see 
other departments having problems 
with racial profiling, and you see the 
lawsuits filed against them. If you don't 
evaluate yourself, you're opening your-
self up." 

Wheeling police already receive 
racial and ethnic sensitivity training, 
and Stone said the department wel-
comes the increased training mandated 
in the new law 

"The only difference is that new offi-
cers must receive it in basic training," he 
said. "They get it now, but not a lot. It's 
more of an extension." 

the driver about his race, the 
driver may become confronta-
tional or think his rights are 
being violated," noted IDOT 

The data will be analyzed by 

yations for new law began months ago 


