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Wheeling -- Historical Data

VHEELING, a town on the northern border of Cook County, on
the Wisconsin Centrel Railway. Population (1690),811;+

(1900), 331,

--from HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS
COOK CCUNTY EDITION Vol., II Pe 585
efldited by Newton Bateman and Pauvl Selby
Munsell Publishing Company, Chicago
copyright 1905

+Probably a misprint, no doubt should be 311,



Wheeling Historical Date

Pottawatomie Indian Treaty

by Fernando Jones

"While upon the subject of the Indians, I recall the fact,
that, by a treaty of the United State, the Pottawatomies were
to receive amongst many other things, as a Dpayment for their
land, $16,000 annually, forever--payable at Chicago; 50 barrels
of salt annually, forever, delivered at Chicagoj;and a blacksmith-
shop for the tribe, at Chicago. Did the good Doctor Wolcott,
the Indian Agent who manipulated this treaty, really dclieve
this was to be carried out, or did he know that it was a fraud
upon the poor Indian? In a very few years they were driven
away beyond the llississip»i River by a new treaty, forced upon
them by unscrupulous agents of the Government."

--HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS3
COOK COUNTY EDITICM, VOL, II p.6L48



LOCAL TELEGRAH SERVICE

A depot was built in 1886 on the Wisconsin Central
Railway about a mile west of Milwaukee Avenue. That
year probably marks the beginnings of telegraph ser-
vice in Wheeling, although the office has been closed
for several years.




THE VILLAGE O WHEELING

by Dr. James Illison 2est
= e

TI’E VILLAGE OF WHEELING is situated in the northeast part
of the township on the Des Plaines River. Joseph Filkins built
the first residence in IT03i{i. The Post-officé was established
in 1836 with Joseph Filkins as Posfmaster. e opened a hotel
the next year and Wheeler and Daniels started a store. In 1833
two blacksmith shops were started, one by a Ir. Shepart, the
other by Ascher G._Skinner. The second hotel was opened by James
Parker in 1840. Prior to 1842 John Rothschild started a stéTe.
ABout the same time stores were opened by John i, Schaffer and
Wie. Vogte =. X. Beach ovenod a blacksmitir"shop. i

"ne first oubllic school buiTding was very small; it was
erected in 1845, The §dcond, built in 1861, burned in 1870.

The vresent one was erected in 1871, 1In 18h5 Albert Fassbénder
started a hardware store; two years later Jacob Filbert estab-
lished a SToe store anad Jacob Hausam another scon after. A
brewery was started in 1550 by Henry Periolat. In 1851 Vitruvius
LotEG, Ho. 81, A. Fe & A. .M., which had been organized at Wiles
In IB&Q, was moved to Wheeling, at which time a charter was
granted,

A hotel was opened by Jacob Hunsinger in 1856. The Congre-
gational Church was organizéd in IS0l, and the present bullding
srocted in 1000. Wm. lietz opened a blacksmith shop in 1865,
and Samuel Reese a"Wagonshop, which he sold three years later to
Loui§ Tischer. Fred Stryker opened a store in 1873; iartin
Armbruster a hotel, and C. WBlflin a harnessshop in 187lL. The
Tatter sold ouf to R. Séhmeider in 1835, John Behm's hotel was
opened in 1877, and John Schminkie's store in 1878. In 1880
Henry Boshmer started a creamery which, later, Jacob P. Fausanm
Superintended for eleveh years. Sigwalt % Bollénbach opened a
store in 1888. '

The village was incorporated June 19, 1894, including
Vheeling Station on the VWisconsin Central Reilway, one mile west
of the old village. The depot was built in 1886, The population
in 1900 was 331.

ledical History.--The pioneer physician of Wheeling was Dr.
Julius Purmann, wnho came in 1849, &nd practiced medicine till his
Jeath, which occurred in 1856.

Dr. Francis R. lergler located here in 135l, and engaged in
the sracfice of medicine until 1875, when he removed to Palatine,
where he died in 1680.

Dr. M. loffatt practiced here from 1876 to 1890.

Dr. Henry Benz came to Wheeling in 1890 and is still prac-
ticing. In the meantime several others havs come, but remained
only a short time,

Il VETERINARY WOiK.=-=Dr. John G. Schneider located here in

1852, and still holds the ITeld,



Wheeling -- Historical Date

WHEELING TOWNSHIP
by Dr. James Ellison Best +

The Township of Wheeling lies in the northern part of Cook
County, bounded by Lake County on the north, Township of Horth#
field on the east, ilaine and Elk Grove on the south, and
Palatine on the west, containing thirty-six Sections. The soll
is a rich prairie loam. In the main the surface is quite level,
by sloping gradually to the east, and is drained by four unnamed
creeks which empty into the Des Plalnes River; the latter flows
in a southerly direction along the eastern border of the town-
ship, its bed lying partly in Wheeling and psrtly in Nortnfield
Township. A strip of timber about three~fourths of a mile wide
lines its eastern bank, and is divided about equally between the
two townships. The absence of timber upon its western bank was
probably due to the annual prairie fires started by the torch
of the aborigines, which destroyed all perennial plants. The
river, serving as a barrier against the fires from the west,
afforded protection to the timber on the eastern bank. The
western border of the township reaches nearly, or quite, to the
divide between the Des Plaines River on the east and Salt Cresek
on the west, its altitude being about seven hundred feet above
ses level., All the water from Wheeling flows to the Des Plaines
River, while the water from Palatine flows through Salt Creek,
south, except that from the two northeast sections,Wnicn LI Lows
east tirough Wheeling to the Des Plaines.,

Prior to settlenent by white men this region was occupied
for sixty four years--viz.: from 1769 to 1833-~ by Pottawatomie
Indlans; preffious to that by the Iiiami Confederacy, who occupied
this region at the time of iia Salle's first visit in 1681, which
is the remotest period knowil to the historian regarding this
section.

The first settler in what is now lheeling Township, was a
Ir, Sweet, who arrived in liarch, 1833, selected a claim on
Section 13, and built a cabin in which he lived until. the
following September, when he sold his right of squatter's claim

" and his cabin to George Strong, who became the first permanent

white settler in the township. At that time, his nearest
neighbor on the north was a Captain Wright, who was said to be
the only settler between the Sirong Place and Waukegan.

On September 26, 1533, the treaty with the Pottawatomies
was ratified, after which settlers came in considerable numbers.,
Almost immediately afterward Timothy Titcomb settled on Section
13, just north of Iir. Strong. in December General Peet located
where his son, A. W. Peet, afterward lived.

L AL

+ from HISTOALCAL BNCYCLOPE=DIA OF ILLINOLS, COOK COUNTY LDITIOM,
Vol. II, pp. 795=797

continued




Wheeling Township Page 2

In 1834 William B. Clay and his two sons, John B. and
E. ., settled on Section 2. S. !.. Salisbury aIso settled on

Section 2, Jemes Mackey on Section 2., Christopher and Daniel

Stranger on Boction L3, and Christian 3fryker on Section 12.

Tn 1835 came Peter Gebhart, who afterward sold out to Heary
liiller. Joséph Filkins had located a claim in 1834, buillt his
cabin and moved his family into it in 1835. The same year Isaac
Mertin, Matthew Chivel, Thomas Bradwell and other settlers
arrived. About eighteen Tog cabins were built during the ycar.

In 1836 the well-to-do William Hopps located on Section 3.
Into his house Satan afterward entered, and the first and only
murder in the township occurred, Hopps being acquitted of the
KITIing of his wife on the plea of insanity, through the excep-
tional ruling of Judge licAllister, at which the public was
greatly incensed. Hopps finally died in the Poor House at
Dunning.

In March, 1836, Asa Dunton and his two sons, William H.
and James, came from USWego, L. Y. They passed through what is
now fhe site of Arlington Heights, selected their claims ancd
went on to Deer - ne Township, where they were among
the first attual settlerss The next year they returned and
located on Section 29.

Tphraim and Charles lorrisuon settled on Section 11, in 1837,
Conrad !iller came the same year. George letz located on
Section 12. His brothers-in-law, Ludwig rFischer and George Graff,
came soon after, together with many others whose namnes cannot
now be ascertained. During this year the government survey was
made, after wnich scttlers came in more radbidly than before.

The population in 1900 was 3,010. Only three are now (1900)
living in the township who came before 1837, vdz.: Luther W. and
Joha B. Whiting and D. K. Draper, who settled in EIXK Grove, but

g gars have been ldentifiled with Wheelings

In 1833 a territorial council was held in Detroit, of which
Governor Doty wasS a member Iro::1 Wisconsin. He made a motion that
a mall route be opened from Chicago to Green Bay by way of
liiIweukee., The motion prevailed and Juneau, the founder of
iillwaukee, took the contract. The maiﬁ was carried by stage
coach, following an Indian trail whicn led northwest froi Chicago,
Tt probably extended to Green Bay, the former home of the Potta-
watomie tribe. This road passes through the northeast corner
of iheeling Township, and 1s now know as the }{ilwaukee Road.

The road was surveyed in 1835 as a nost-route under direction
of the War Department, and is on record at Washington, D. C. The
first settlers in the township located along this road.

In 1836 a road was laid out from Sand Ridge crossing the
Des Plaines liiver at Rand's place., Thls road passes diagonally,
from southeast to nortawest, through Wheeling Township, and is
known as the Kand lioad. ¥t is said to have been an old military
treil lesding Trom Chicago to Fort Atkinson. Later, it was used
for a time as a stage-line and post-route. This road was
surveyed under direction of the War Department as a post-route
and is on record at Washington.

cont inued




Wheeling Township Page 3

By an act of the Legislature in 1839, a road was laid out
from Naperville, via Dabcock's Grove, i:eachan's Grove, Elk Grove,
and Buffalo Grove, to Indian Creek (now Half-Day), wiilch is
said to have been the extension of an old mail-foute from St.
Louis to Naperville. It passes nearly through the township from
scuth to north, then east a mile and a half, then north, and is
known as the State Koad.

In 1840 Thomas Bradwell and others petitioned for a road
leading from Wheeling to lMcHenry via Buffalo Grove and Long
Grove, It was laid out by the Court CTommissioners of Lake County
in 1842. This road continues west from Wheeling. After it passes
the branch to Buffalo Grove, to the point where it meets the
State Road, it 1is not on record. The remainder of the roads in
the township were laid out by township authorities, after
organization, wiich occurred in 1850.

Improvement of the roads was made principally by the people
working out the amount of road taxes under the pathmaster system,
The work consisted largely of grading and building bridges.

Owing to the level surface and sticky quality of the soil, in wet
weather, the roads were nearly impassable.

In 187 some gratuitous work of graveling was done on the
road leading west from Wheeling. The following year an organized
effort was made by the County Commissioners and Township Highway
Comnaissioners, vize.: Peter Beyer, Philip Hart and Henry Engelking;
afterwards C. Schoenbeck and others were instrumental in continu-
Ing the good work, until there are now by three or four miles of
ungraveled roads iu tne township.

PUBLIC SCQHQQLS.~-There are no records connected witih the
schools of this township of an earlier date than April 6, 1857.
At that time there were ten districts, some of whiciy have been
united and, at the vresent time, there are but seven, besides
one union district embracing portions of Wheeling, iiaine, and
Elk Grove Mownships, the school house being located at iiount
Prospect in the last named township.

ST. HMARY'S TRAINING SCHOQL.-~In the early 60's the first
orphan asylum and reformatory for boys for the Catholic diocese
of Chicago was incorporated and located in the soutnwestern =™
part of tThe city, which was then a rich prairie. The institu-
tion pursued the even tenor of its way until the winter of 1871,
when it was obliged to do heroic work in caring for hundreds of
children left destitute by the great fire. The Christian
Brothers were then in charge of the asylum, and many were the
Sacrifices they patiently underwent for the benefit of the boys.

In 1882 the sylum proving inadequate for its purpose, the
lats Archbishop Fechan, with the assistance of the diocesan
clergy, secured the present site of Feehanville as a home for
the St. MMary'!s Training School., It Is SITUETEA on the Wisconsin
Central i.eilway, in the southeastern part of Wheeling Township,
on the Des Plaines River, In 1899 all of the buildings were
burned. Immediately after the fire, steps were taken to rebuild
on a much larger scale, anticipaténg an expenditure of 800,000
and thes accomodation of 1,000 inmates.

#
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the board of Tux Commissioners of that State, and Postmas-  line Haskins.  They have one chibd, Emil Whiteomdb,  He
ter and Collector of Customs nl Savannah, Ga. He was one  has been Trustee for Park Ridge Corporation for two terns,
of the publishers of the New Faa, a Republican daily  and member of the school board for a number of years.
paper of Atlanta, Ga., and was an earnest and efticiont worker

in the recoustruction of that State,  On vesigning his eollect- CANFIELD

orship he was appointed president of the U nited States Com- S s

mission to tvestimte the Mexiean outrages on the Texas T'his station i= loeated on the Wisconszin Division of
frontier,  He was subsequently adeutified wirh the railroad

ntel Texa-. Mr. Robb was president of the Corpus the Chicago & No‘rtll-\\'o.\t,ern Railroad, eleven miles
A Grande  Hodroad. He was one of the pro- from (.‘-hlt'il}_'ﬂ. The tract of Jand which 1t was de-
lers of the Chicazo, Texas & Mexican Central. signed to baild a town upon was purchased by the I1i-
owith teee iate it ! H" = ”“ll St nois & Wisconsin Land Company, who, 1353, paid
v 12 |.x~l”|llll\‘11:I i L 'I.I"/‘I‘I"" ‘”’:‘_'|‘l‘l':" for it $21 peracre.  ‘Three hundred acres were Laid ent
corned e tv. My Rebbe was mareed i eardy hfe 1o into bLlocks, Jots and streets, but on aceount of the
Mi~s Mary = ol fved Lt few menths atter her erisiz of 1837 the plan was not a suceess, and the Jand
marriage, b VT e was i ried 10 Mass Mivion Goadnow. eag sold at from \4” to %30 per acre. Nuth ug more

tanghter of G Loamed Maes Geanatnow, St died e 1856, R ¥e . K
lh wing ivn.!‘m Mters - Elda A aw! Mt G Lle was - 8 done until 1873, when A. C. Badeau pure hased

ried gl ml Tone, i 1830, l- Moty (., Goorbnow, whe has hope SINBV-ive seres of the lmd at &00 per acre, and named
him oug'@m. Thows ., ’ hi= interest Ridwelawn. On acconnt of the suburh

A E \lllll.u\_ll. lll]nl eroand builder, was born in Iving on the |||\|‘||"(r rulve between the l)e~plumv~ .
1""“"'5 "” i, ‘l- " |“:'~ o "l"‘."»\:‘;l"} ’;::1’ '.l':_"."."w“\?i'l'“ River and the North Branch, the name was considered
'lv‘.:'-:\l::«l i||(('(||.|;imgc-.:.-\'-ll' \-‘nlm .lIu:h; |.|,|-ninl' tn }.:|I:~l where AP "”l’”‘,‘“j At _“"*' time of Mr. Badeau's purchase
lus buther died i 18020 a0 the agrof cnzlayfonr, us mother it was his intention, a8 well ag that of (reorge H.
in 18738, atgthe awe of wovents ws@F A1 the aze of twenty-one Preree, to built a number of honses, and thus attract
Mro Whigghmb enzized Lo " “'““" el subsequent v pesidents, but nothang was doue, and the village has

was ctPRY G 1 The st ) vl A b aze of twenty ive b , 3 . . y
CHNeTIREEL s L carpel atida b -}l whooh le hits Tollowed 108 VOL l’” ‘0 baile. The railroad station and one farm

froon i timecconug 1 ),an S, Hye marned, in Louse, orizinally used as the depot, ave all there is of
i éh

1535, Miss lilwn D, Wi of Aarén el Caro- it at this time.
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. il s oual lition, it would e neceseary for |

A ahew ’ln : ue e Ucted States troups in d(’-f&lldillg the

j i Al gl besD vrent T rae fu st cose Mo Strong should attempt
Maiufigg R g oW - ,&E&L‘m( to oecapy the lanel before the ratitication of the treaty.
Tha L 5.7 LEE 8 e a‘,%m My, Steone however, having set his heart upon this

portion clam. and knowing that the treaty would be ratified

River, 9 in a short tiime, deended 1o make the venture, and on
of sce = Monday, Sepiember 2, took possession of his clatm.
nally Tt AL this time his nearest neighbor to the northward
of a b h, indc . was Captain Wrirht, who was gaid to be the cnv o

wis, |4
Northi
P[‘l

r.g and 7 hetween him and Waukegan; and to the - uthward
Chis nearest neighhor was either General P 0 O am
a“l‘ wilaleorr probably the former, who e ve ot Vi

SweorES . il i " He - wherehisson, A W, Peet,nowresidos o | e Ctne
arrived -y b L SRECTIon  same vear. Soon after movite e S v et
13, an i "y _ e ol was surronnded by ahouta oo e alen
lowing A =LA it cation - tion was Lodriy ey \ll b o rasnol to
of thai IR Wk : ceith, “bedriven off casthe (. e a fight
referent : f ! 1 ; l with them knocken e i The ground.
they W L g ; Was e o we others, who
white ! : f s 1 plifted - - ' can knives threat-
fricadiv s, rume, N : i Hhe escage is attribut-
ancd yet Tesla : v ne sigus of fear. The treaty
exeessivel B kd hH claim to] ' o tied, and settlers came on in

Goorgis 31l ";_, Dofore tinally  consi erals fouothy Titcomb almost imme-
o u!mun T vt lied Colonel Thomas * diately afi <ided just north of My, Strong, on
A8 '&gﬁ-:. {5 A iR as to the pro- Nection, e <on sold out to Myron Dimmick. w
pricty oy 54 to thygrobable resnlts = al, howe wmlyv three or four years. Wilham
Colonel Owerra E ax the Indiansweie U, and 18 ewo sous, John B, and D, 1. (‘la\ p At Lang

7

.




HINTORY OF COOK COUNTY.

o1 N ~ M o~ oury on Section 2, James
My ~er Con 24, Christopher and
1 ~ tiand Christian Stryker

~ + others, cune in 1834,

er tiebhardt came in Jan-

sivyears, and sold out to

\lat i also came about this time,

< dence moved to Palatine. Joseph

. el e le his clotm in 1834, built his

vt moned dns Ganily into it in 1835, Matthew

L I oame e Pebruary, 1833, during which vear

. n log houses at least were taised.  In March,

ts o Wil I Dunton meved into the town and

<tnee been a continuons resident. In 1837

atn el Chieles Morrisen set* el on Seetion 11

b e and C harles Danicls opened a

#“ dave of Whecling 1= locared, which

e dive vears, aml s=old to Joel L.

(3% a0 Mee Shiepard, or Shepherd,

watnath, shope amd Asher Go Skinner

coesetthed @irsecton 12, Daniel Martin came

B8y thigvide there were about two hundred

At dn the @8wn,  After the matitication of the

dtan tret® the prineipai canse of excitement for the

cfew vears white men oceupied this territory was

St jumping, and if no one was Killed for thisz crime,

cas probably becanse the rizhtful possessors were so

sy wnited awld orgauized s to be fully con-

ciong ofatheir strength and fully agsured of suceess in

the defense of their nghts, ag clin-jumpers usnally

Jiwd to tighe singde-handed. A committee consisting

0f weven citizens, belonging to Whe D os s wagappomited

e decide on questions of 1+ ARV 0ol
cases of clafne niping, t s "
]kthi'll“, this, ‘\ll]x'l'iul' {

was appered consattn of

VIT ISR ¥

bre, teoai o N A i U LETITRT
R s v

whiy e s " o foone nfe.

Vi € i el dissat craet o vt deeispen of the

Myt Coant was e, nost serions difticulty
of Whechnes were comneeted with was the

et gt clumggun per fram 8 claime just north of

. Uy Pl -;’%}muwﬁg Hf theighwn in Lake County, in
o ke Lo east B iRt waliaisted by two female

A physician,
the »sick ™
_ bhealth, and
jiwawere carried
geltir vivilantes,

gters of Tiis fanf Wy
AT IO N f'fnl‘ ffl(f?:"i{!,l
Worien el hEhnOg
o the sivength of hix nHEE.
2 out of daors ou their beds i
and the honse padled dow

& of 1 1li'ﬂi('uhi '\nf this-
i
13,4 * Ky

| consenbi
B Hand ey, hadltd
Toe st ve: dy gl
TR R
tend Doy R0 {
plan was cirried oigfs to-thie satisfactivnof all
wried, 2
wi the time elections became  necessary to 1850,
whet the town was ozranized, the territory cmhruced
within its Hots, l.w_-ﬁlwr with a part of Maine and
¢ Northfiel, was known as Wheeling Precinet. The
place of voting was at Wileoxs tavern, situated on
the Milwankee road wear wheve it crosses the Des-
plicaes River,  After the ormmiization of the town
. clectrons were held ar the village of Wheeling.

e conld not correspend
i be v the settlers,
1. Salisburgio.purchase
standing
tehtin o
e time

el

o |

This town was organized, as were the others in the
county, April 2, 1850. ‘T'he meeting was held “at the
house lately kept by Jumes Parker in the town of
Wheeling.”  William I Duntor was chosen Muder-
ator, Egbert Van Viack, Clerk, and George Fullagar,
Assistant Clerk. 'Fhe election resulted i the choice of
the following oflicerfgcach receiving the vote append.
el to his name:  Supervisor, S. M. Salisbary, 106
Clerk, lewis Peet, 96; Assessor, Ira Millard, W
Collector, D B. Briges, 100 ; Cowmissioners of Hi
ways, Ira Snow, 100, W. [L Dunton, 171, And
Luce, 99; Coustalles, D B. Briggs, 122, 5. D,
Miller, 8. A pound was provided for, to be asx near
the center of the town as practicable, and Myvron
Thormton was apporntd Poad-master. Three hun-
dred dollars was vated to be raised £ the support of
the poor, for building a ponnd and for the midental
expenses of the township, but no tud has ever been
levied for the supnort of the poor in Wieeling, uor
was a pound provided at that time.  Thre: hundred
dollars was raised for road and bridge purposes.
Fences were reqtired to be huilt four feet high.  The
total number of votes cast at this election was 191, as
certitied to by lewis Peet, Town Clerk, indicating a

wpalation of about  150. The Conunissioners  of

Lighwavs met April 19, and divided the town into
gix voad districts. Their seeond action was to vacate
a road running north and south from the Rand road
to the Dundee rowd, between Sections 7 oand %, and
17 and 18, This action was taken May 4, on the
petition of teu citizens, dated April 19, The bourd of
apiointment, constating of S0 ML Salisbury, Supervisor,
ks,

w Clon WL Seaville, Justice of T
e al B Tl Vistice of the Pea el
B L oat Vooeope Ntrongl atii.

T f Jhimavs -

. N1 No. 2;
Tra Soov S Noo 30 Gieorge Strong for Noo 4

stephen Lamb for Noo 5, cod James Dunton for No.
6. On the I3th of March, . 831, the Conmissioners
divided the town into ning@sdistricts each two miles
saaare. The first Inginvay ;'anl. received by the Com-
wissioners of Highways previously to March 25, 1851,
wiix %264, At that time it was reported that in five
of the road districts there had been performed five
huudred awl ninvty-seven days’ work, and in one
other district one hundred and one.  ‘Lhe election®
subsequent to that of 1859 have resulted in filling tha?
oftices as follows:

Supervisors.—Joseph Filking, 1851; John Filkins,
1853 : Jysaph Filkine, 1853 William Scoville, 1854-56 ;

Jesso M L, 183607 0 George Strony, 1858 to 1865 ;
Willinm T Duwion, 1366567 Frederick Tesch, 1868

to 1870 David Peter. 15712 Frederick Tesch, 1873 to
1873 C. Giles, 1576 1o 1883, incluzive.

Clerk~<-Jolin Fitkins, 1831 ; K. K. Bfach, 1852 to
1856 : Charles Vogt, 1857 to 1850: F. A, Razein,
1860 ; Williwm . Duirton, 1861 to 1865: J. . Fel-
fows, 18660 Tra Millard, 1567 0 William 1T, Dunton,
1863 to IST1: Albert Go Kenunieotr, 18330 A, P
Tewksbury, 1574 to I8¥6; Nogust Waarick, 1877 K
M. Thomas, 1875 to 18s50: Fred R, Pfeifer, 18381 to
1583, inclusive.

Asxessors. —=Ira Millard, 1851 ; E. Berry, 1852 ; Will-
iam Scoville, 1853 1. R, Hannlton, 1854: William
. Dunton, 18551 Georee Fullagar, 18565 Chaunay
Faller, 1857 : Jacoh Seewalt, 1858 F. R, Hamilte
1859.60; Ira Millard, 18611 C. Hegwein, 1862 ; (ieon!
Schneider, 1863-6G4 : Gieorge Strong, Jr., 1865 ; Geongd
Schueider, 1866 to 1853, inclusive.
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187; No. 3, 144; No. 5, 37; No. 6, 67: No. 7, 5d:
No. s, 2370 No. 10, 567 total nwmber, 13,3, The
lmpulumn of the towuship of Wheeling in 15580 wua
2,206.  In 1863 it was probably about 2,500,

ARLINGTON HEIGITS.

Arlington Heights i¢ siuated on the Wiscunsm
Division of the (Im.d. o & North-Western Radway,
twenty-two awd two- tifths ik fran Cliea s
located on the old tarm of W. H. Dunton,
about 1874 wus named Dunton after bim, The tiesg
plat appears to have beew miade November 3, 1804,
under the divection of the Commissioners of [l
ways for the town of Wheeling,  Three highwava ran
paratles with cach other north and south through this
suanMun tive chinns apart, and the first itve chains
.,,.du.l the northwest corner of the west’ half of the

'we, =L quarter of Seetion 29, and each running

miteh [orty chains, These three streets were naumed

Faitiv, Dunton and Vsl strects, and were each four
rods wples There was wlso a bighway, conmmencing

thirty rods south from the northwest eorner of said
-lu'nlcl sectiom, ol mnmng east  twenty clians,
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A 2o 00 s eth of the railvoad and o< part of
the nortlicas: puatrter of Lhe southeust quarter of Neq-
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was surveved by bR Clonsns May 27, andd was
ackpowledged Ocrober Too 3550 Tt is the north hald s f
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30, Atkins"asdldition Lies west of Vaal Street, and nori
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tioas liave been mivde, until at present the town plat
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Bilographical sketches -= WHEELIVG HISTORICAL DATE

F. M. Crossman

¥. 1. Crossman, liveryman in Chicago for twenty-seven

years, and stock farmer, Wheeling, Cook County, Ill. is descended
from a liassachusetts family, both his grandfather and his father
having been born in Sutton in that State, the former in 1779 and
the latter in 1816. 1Iis grandmother, Olive Whipple, was also a
native of the same place. On Decembar 13, 1870, ir. Crossman was
married to Ella Kelley, of Brookfield, lMass, and has two children,
Ella Annie and Frederick Xelley. In 1886 he became the proprietor
of what is now known as the Spring Brook Stock Farm, located in
the town of Wheeling, and embracing [Ji0 acres of the farm former=-
ly belonging to Hiram Kennicott. Here of late years he has made
a specialty of breeding Wilkes horses, Poland China hogs, Dorset
Horned sheep and Holstein cattle, and boarding city horses, in
this line of business being especially successful.

-=-I{ISTCRICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS, COOK COUNTY

EDITION, VOL. II, page 860

llary E. Helm

llary E. Helm, Arl.ngton leights, Ill., was born at Wheeling,
Ill., June 5, 1855, the daughter of Thomas Allison, who was born
in England in 1823,and came with his parents (Thomas and ifary
Allison) to Illinois in 1832, The family remained in Chicago
for a few months, but soon after located on a claim on the Horth
Branch, three miles from Chicago. Three years later the senior
Allison sold his farm to A. . Fullerton and removed to Northfield,
Cook County, where he died in January, 1880. The junior Allison
attended the first school ever taught in Chicago in 1832, winich
was attended by a number of half-breeds. In 1%52 he was married
to Penthea H. Miller, a native of Chio and daughter of Henry
and Elizabeth Miller, natives of NWNew York State, who settled in
Wheeling Township in 1839. Mrs. Helm was educated at the Cook
County Normal School and, on Narch 29, 1870, was married at
Arlington Heights to Lewis G. Helm. She nas had three children:
Trederick W., Howard A. end Raymond B. Mrs. Helm is a member of
the Methodist Ipiscopal Church. W

-~ HISTORICAL EICYCLOPEDIA O ILLINCIS, COCK COUNTY
EDITION, VOL. XX, page 906-907

Nicholas Hinsberger

NHicholas Hinsberger, farmer, Jostoffice address Arlington
Heights, Ill., is a native of Prussia, born September 20, 1840,
His parents(John and Mary llagdalena Hinsberger) are also, like
himself, of German birth., On January 25, 1870, he was married
to Annie Walter and has seven children, named respectively,
Mary, Andrew, Rosa E., Anna, Clara, Nicholas, and Joseph.
Andrew Walter, the father of lMrs. Hinsberger, was one of the
oldest settlers of Wheeling, Cook County, having located there

continued
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in 18/,8, where he resided on one of his farms in the northern
part of the town until his death on July l, 1901, at the age of
eighty~-five years.
~~-=-IIISTORYCAL ZNCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS, COOK CCOUNTY
EDITION, VOLUME II, page 912

George Kirchhoff

Ceorge Kirchhoff (deceased), farmer, Arlington Heights,
Ill., was born in the town of Wheeling, Cook County, Ill, in
1855, the son of William and Sophia (Prelberg) Kirchhoff, who
were natives of Germany and came to this country about the
middile of the century. The father died September 17, 1881, and
the mother died April 28, 1904 at the age of 76 years. I,
George Kirchoffwas educated at Arlington Helghts and in 1876
was married to Johanna Henjes, of Elk Grove Township, eight
childred=--\William, Sophia, Henry, Edward, George, Ella, Ernst,
and Rudolf-=being the fruit of the union. Of these Sophia, George,
and Rudolph died in their infancy. Ir. Kirchhoff was a member
of the Lutheran Church, and in political views was a Hepublican,
Mr. Kirchhoff died September 27, 190l. His widow, Irs. Johanna
(Henjes )Kirchhoff still survives.

--~HISTORICAL ENCYCLCPEDIA OF ILLINCIS, CCOK CCUNTY
EDITION, VOLUME II, page 932

Christian Welflin

Christian Welflin (deceased), Wheeling, Ill., was born in
Alsace, France (now Germany), September 13, 1845, the son of
Christian Welflin, also a natlive of Alsace. MNr. Welflin cane to
America witih his father and sister, arriving at Chicago on
March 1, 185L. His father enlisted at the beginning of the
Civil War in Company K, Thirteenth Illinois Volunteers (Col.
Wyman's regiment), serving from 1861 to 1865, and died of yellow
fever in lemphis, Tenn., June 27, 1869. The son learned the
harness trade in Chicago, afterwards worked for some time in
Memphis, but in 187l came to Wheeling and established himself in
the harness business there. On September 9, 1880, he was married
to Mrs. Goodlobin Armbruster (widow) of Wheeling, and has four
children: linnie, Edward, Frank and Flora. After his marriage
he went into the Chicago House, at Wheeling, remaining until his
retirement in July,1893, In his later years he occupied a plea-
sant home just across the Des Plaines River and outside of the
village corporation. Mr. Welflin died in 1901.

~=~-HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINCIS, CCOCX COUNTY
EDITICH, VOLUEE II, page 1022,
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Written 188, - Andreas
Hist. of Cook County
P. [E90=E91

VILLAGE OF WHEELING

This Village is located on the Milwaukee road, six miles north
of De® Plaines and four miles west of Shermer Station. In 1837
Wheeler & Daniels started a store here, and about the same time
Joseph Filkins opened a hotel. Mr. Filkins also built the first
house in the place. The lumber was brought from Xennicott's
hhjjq about a mile south of Half Day. A second hotel was opened
about the year 1840, by James Parker. The post office was
established in 1836, with Joseph Filkins for Postmaster. Mr.
Filkins was succeeded by Charles Daniels, and he by J. L. McDuffy.
John M. Schaeffer was the next Postmaster, and then Tharlés Vogt,
Fred. Stryker and Charles Hunsinger, each in turn, the latter
being the present official, appointed early in 1883. The first
blacksmith here was a Mr. Shepard or Shepherd, as stated else-
where, in 1838; the second was Asher G. Skinner, in the same
year, and the third was E. K. Bench, recently deceased, in 1842
or 1843. A church, the only one in the village, was erected in
1868, by the Lutherans, at a cost of about 1,500.00. It is a
one-story frame, with a short steeple. This village attained
its present size quite a number of years ago, and not being
near a railroad is not likely to grow very materially in the
near future. The chief events of importance in the recent his-
tory of the place have been the prosecution of various parties
for the illegal selling of intoxicating drinks by George Strong,
one of the oldest settlers of the town of Wheeling, and a strong
foe of intemperance. The village now contains two general stores,
three hotels, two blacksmith shops, one wagon shop, two shoe
shops, one brewery, one physician, a Lutheran Church, and about
200 inhagbitants.

LOUIS FISCHER, wheelwright, was born in Wheeling in 1839,
son of Louis and Johannah Fischer, who came to Cook County in
June, 1838, and located in Wheeling Township on a farm. His
father died in October, 1875, at the age of sixty seven years.
His mother is 1living, at the age of seventy. Mr. Fischer in
early life learned the trade of wheelwright. In 1861 he en-
listed in Company I, 15th Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and
took part at Pittsburg landing, corinth, Siege of Vicksburg,
Jackson, and other engagements. He was wounded at the Battle
of Pittsburg Landing and disabled from service about two months.
In June, 186l, he was mustered out and returned to Wheeling and
bought the wheelwright shop of S. W. Rees, of whom he learned his
trade. This business he has since followed. He was married in
1865 to Miss Sophia Periolet; they have had seven children, six
now living - Julia, George, Reinhold, Edwin, Oscar and Irving.
They are Methodist in religious faith. Mr. Fischer is a mem-
ber of the Masonic fraternity, A.F. & A.M., Vitruvius Lodge,
No. 81, of wWhich he has been secretary for thirteen consecutive
years. He has been a trustee for the school fund for nine years,
and school director for four years.

3



VILLAGE OF WHEELING

JACOB FRITSCH, farmer, P. 0. Wheeling was born in Germany in
1836, son of Daniel and Susan Fritsch. He came to Cook County
with his parents in 1841, who located on the farm where Mr.
Fritsch now resides; his father is living, at eighty-one years
of age; his mother dies in 1881 at the age of seventy-seven.

He owns 134 acres of land, and is engaged in farming and dairying.
In 1859 he was married to Miss Magdalena, daughter of Christian
and Ursula Schaffer; they have three children - Daniel E.,

Robert G. and Anna A. They are attendants of the Presbyterian .
Church at Wheeling. Mr. Fritsch was Constable of Wheeling for

8ix years, school director for twenty years, and is now Justice

of the Peace and notary public. He has held these offices for
twelve years, and is a director of the Northfield Mutual Insurance
Company and a member of the Wilber Mercantile Collection Agency,
of Chicago, and was Tax Collector of Wheeling for five years.

CONRAD MILLER, farmer, P. O. Wheeling, was born in Germany in
1828, son of Jacob and Catharine Miller. He came to Cook County
in 1837 with his parents, who located in Wheeling Township and
engaged in farming until their deaths, his father in 1857, at
the age of sixty-four, and his mother in 1873, at the same age.

Mr. Miller learned the trade of a shoemaker in early life and
followed that business for about thirty-six years. He worked

in Chicago until 1860, when he moved to Wheeling Township and
located on the farm where he now resides, containing eighty-four
acres, one and a half miles from Wheeling, where he has since

been engaged in farming in connection with his trade. He was
married in 1849 to Miss Lydia Holmes, daughter of John and Helen
Holmes, natives of England, and early settlers in Chicago. Mr,

and Mrs. Miller have eight children - Minnie M., Isaac A., Charles S.,
Thomas G., Frank B., Medora A., Lillie E., and Willie C. He

is a member of the Masonic fraternity A.F. & A.M., Vitruvius

Lodge, No. 8% and has been Collector and Trustee of the school

fund for Wheeling for six years, and school director for ten years.

M. MUFFAT, vhysician and surgeon, was born in Munich, Bavaria,
in 1850, son of Carl and Teresa Muffat. He was educated at the
Maximilian Ludwig University, of Munich, completing his course in
1869. He was one year in the sanitary corps of the German Army.

In the fall of 1869 he came to America, and after a short residence
in Chicago located in Menominee, Wis., and engaged in practice.

In 1871 he removed to Peshtigo, Wis., and was there during the great
fire of that year that destroyed the entire Village; then went

to Chicago and engaged in the drug business. In 1872 he was
appointed manager of the drug devartmant of the German and Amer-
ican Dispensary; then established the drug business of M. Muffat

& Co. 1In 1872 he took a course at the Rush Medical College, in

the spring of 1876 locating in Wheeling, his practice extending

to some of the neighboring towns. Mr. Muffat was married in

1878 to Miss Minnie Sigwalt. They have two children - Carrie

and Maximilian. He is a member of the Catholic Church.

(2)
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VILLAGE OF WHEELING

A. W. PEET, farmer, P. O. Wheeling, was born in Cuyahoga
County, Ohio, in 1812. His parents, Lewis and Isabel, came
to Cook County in 1833 and passed the winter at an Indian
trading post at Riverside, then known as Laughtonts Place.
The next spring they settled on Mr. Peet's present farm,
which contains 197 acres. His father dies in 1852 aged sixty-
one years; his mother, in 1849, aged fifty-one. Mr. Peet
married, in 1849, Miss Abby J. Hewitt, daughter of Robert and
Betsey Hewitt. They have had ten children, seven now living -
Franklin, Edwina C., Robert E., William E., Louise, Edward L.
and Emma M. He is a member of Vitruvius Lodge, No. 81 A.F. &
A.M. He has been twenty years a member of the school board
and served four years as Justice of the Peace.

GENERAL LEWIS PEET was born in Connecticut in 1791. When quite
a small boy he moved to Vermont. He served as a private sold-
ier in the War of 1812, and particivated in the battle of
Plattsburg. 1In 1816 he moved to Ohio, settling in Cuyahoga
County, where he worked at the blacksmith trade in connection
with farming. He was here made a Justice of the Peace and
Deputy Sheriff of the county. He moved to Illinois in October,
1833, and took uphis claim in Wheeling Township in December,
of the same year. He held a commission as General in the Ohio
Militia. He was the first Justice of the Peace of the precinct
which included what is now Wheeling Township, and he was the
Town Clerk of Wheeling after the organization of the town. His
death occurred August 20, 1852

J. G. SCHNEIDER, veterinary surgeon, was born in the province
of Rhine, Prussia, in 1827, sone of John N. and Eva Schneider.
He was eduscated for a veterinary surgeon, and served five and
a half years in the Prussian Army. In 1853 he came to America and
located in Wheeling, Cook County, where he has since resided,
engaged in the practice of his profession. He is also an insur-
ance agent; he has the agency of the Milwaukee Mechanic's Mutual,
the Addison Farmers' Mutual, of Du Page County, and the Rockford
Insurance companies. He was married, in 1853, to Miss Marisa
Bier; they have nene children - George, Edward, Reinhold, Carl,
Mary, Annie, Amelia, Emma and Alma. He is a member of the
Wheeling Presbyterian Church. He has been Assessor of Wheeling
for twenty years and school director for fifteen years.

A. G. SKINNER, farmer, P. 0. Wheeling, was born in Middlesex
County, N. J. in 1816, son-of John and Elizabeth Skinner. He
came to Cook County in 1836 and located in eastern Wheeling
Township, where he engaged in blacksmithing for four years, then
moved on the farm where he now resides, containing 270 acres,
and has since followed farming and blacksmithing. He was married
in 1838 to Miss Eliza Jane Huff, daughter of Johnson and Jennett
Huff. They have had seven children, four now living - Emma F.,
Jennett H., Elizabeth J. and Clara E. R. They are members of the *
Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Skinner is a member of the
Masonic Fraternity, A.F. & A.M.

(3)
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VILLAGE OF WHEELING

GEORGE STRONG, Jr., Farmer, P. O. Wheeling, was born in
Wheeling in 1840, son of George and Catharine Strong and was
brought up on the farm where he now resides, being the old
homestead where his father settled in 183l. He was married,
in 1861, to Miss Fanny E. Beach, daughter of Samuel A. and
Eliza Beach; they have had five children, four of whom are
living - John W., Callie A., George A. and Fanny M. Mr.
Strong and his wife are members of the Methodist Episecopal
Church, and he is a steward and trustee of the same. Mr.
Strong is a member of Vitruvius Lodge, No. 81, A.F. & A.M.
He has been Assessor and Collector of the town of Wheeling,
and a member of the school board for eighteen years.

CHARLES VOGT, merchant, was born near Hesse-Cassal, Germany,
in 1835, son of William and Catharing Vogt. He came to Cook
County in 1845 and helped his father on a farm in Wheeling Township
for ten years. He then engaged as salesman for J. M. Schaffer for
for four years; then, in company with his father, bought the
business, in four years purchasing his father's interest, and from
that time until 1881 he carried on the business alone. In that
year he formed a partnership with Emel Sigwalt, and the business
is now conducted under the firm name of Vogt & Sigwalt. They
carry a full stock of general merchandise. Mr. Vogt was married,
in 1557, to Miss Josephine, Daughter of Napolean and Salome
Periolet; they have had three children, all deceased. He: is a
member of the Masonic fraternity, A.F. & A.M. Vitruvius Lodge,
No. 81, and has been Town Clerk and School director. He has
been Postmaster and Deputy of Wheeling for twenty-four conse-
cutive years.
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WHEELING HISTORICAL DATA

THE INFANT WHEELIWG

pub, Wed, Dec. L, 1957 by Joan Heuer
The Wheeling Independent

This is the story of the birék of Wheeling, Wheeling in
diapers, Wheeling taking her first stumbling steps, Wheeling
trying to find her rightful place in that large, sometimes
frightening world called proper societye. This is the story of the
men and worlen who nursed infant Wheelin; and guided her unstable
feet and hands through the years of childhood,.

When, and moreover why, was this little settlement organized
into a village? Tof ind the answer we looked into the first
official records of the village -- dated 189li, We found the first
meeting of the Board of Trustees was held in the District School-
house on July 26th of that year. The Introductory t the Record of
Proceedings revealed the reasons for incorporating. It stated:

INTRODUCTORY

For several years prom nent citizens of ‘Wheeling had serioudly
considered the advantages and disadvantages of Village organization;
but, as to many the disadvantages seemed to predominate, the
organization was not attempted.

Circumstances, however, changed and changed public sentiment.
Necessary improvements were neglected; the regulation of
dramshops became more lax; foreign elements settled and engaged 1in

occupation that neither enhanced the material welfare of society
nor improved its moral tone; citizens frequently suffered indignity
and damage on their own premises from lawless strangers,and withal
the Village appeared to be in # process of general demoralization,
In view of this state of things prominent citizens of Wheeling
renewed the agitation for xkaxx Village organization with more
hope of success. The most progressive businessment of the movement
arranged for a mass meeting early in the month of June, invited an
attorney at law to speak to the people on Village organization.
Accordingly the mass meeting was held in Union Hall; the merits

of self government were expaained; a plat, showing the territorial
limits of the proposed incorporation was presented by the assessor
of the Township; a petition, ppaying for Village incorporation,
was prepared in due form, signed by 42 legal voters residing with
in limits of the proposed incorporation, and addressed to Hon.
Frank Scales, County Judge, Chicago, Ill. The County Judge took
official notice of said petition, and the County Clerk ordered a
special election to take place on the 19th day of June, 189l in
Union Hall, giving, legal voters an opportunity of deciding.for or
against Village organization. The election was held on the date
and in the place aforesaid with the following result: For

Village organization under the general law-h3 votes; Against
Village organization under general law, 3 votes. The election
returns having been duly canvassed the County Clerk ordered an
election under the general election law to be held on the 17th

%ay.gf July 1894 for the purpose of electing Village Officers,
owits:

continued
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One (1) President; Six (6) Trustees; One (1) Police Magistrate;
One (1) Village Clerk.

Accordingly the election aforesaid was held with the following
result:

President: Henry Boehmer; Board of Trustees; John Forke, Jacob
Schwingel, Emil Sigwalt, Reinhold Schneider, Wm., Fassb&nder, J. A,
Schminke; Police Magistrate: Louis Fischer; Village Clerk: W. R.
Mundhenke o

The votes having been canvassed and the organization papers
entered in County Court of Cook Co., Ill. completing the organization
of the Village of Vheeling, the officers duly qualified and entered
upon their respective duties,

With the baby now born and in the arms of her proud and
determined city fathers let's follow "The Infant Wheeling" through
days of shaking decisions, Let's thumb through the first village
Ordinances ==- We'll find some good laughs there. Follow us next week
when we review some more chapters in the life of "THE INFANT WHEELING"

#H#

SRS o Sy
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WHEELING HISTORICAL DATA

THE INFANT WHEELING

published Dec. 11, 1957 BY Joan Heuer
The Wheeling Indppendent

Je left the newborn baby in the arms of the newly elected
city fathers, but alas, she was destitute and without protection
from the so-called "law-less Strangers"., What now? What should
be done to keep the infant financially secure and safe from harm?

The new government decided to hit the most logical place for
funds -- the dram shops or saloons (cocktain lounges, to you);
since undoubtedly this was shere the gold would most likely be
found. The president apvointed a board member to secure necessary
information concerning the passage of an Ordinance pertaining to
the licensing of dram shops. On August lLth, 189l the first
Village Ordinance was approved and posted.

Upon examination we find it was unlawful to:

"e-sell or give away any intoxicating malt, vinous or fermen-
ted liquors of any name, nature or kind, in any quantity whatever,
without first obtaining a license so to do-="

"sell or give away, by himself, his agent or servant, or in
any other way, directly or indirectly any liquors mentioned in this
Ordinance to any minor, without the written order of his or her
parents or guardian; any person intoxicated, or who is in the
habit of getting intoxlicated; any person on any general or special
election day, or after 11 o'clock pems or before KXH S o'clock aeme
of any day--"

~ Licences were issued every three months and the fee was set
at $500 per annum =-- payable in advance. The first licenses were
issued to the following appdicants:

Curt Knoblanch at Chicago House

Ce Fo Metz at Columbia Hotel

Jacob Schwingel at His House

John Behm at Union Hotel

Herman Harmening at Wheeling House

Andrew G. Horcher at VWisconsin Central Hotel

The $125 received from each made she grand total in the
baby's piggy bank $750.

New to the problem of protection. Someone must be appointed
to uphold the new laws and keep the peace «- and someone waseMr.
Jacob Hausam was made the Village Marshall and he would receive
in exchange for his work a salary of $15 for the first municipal
year. Furthermore, the Board procured a statute, docket book and
reference book for the use of the Police Magistrate and a liarshalts
Star No. le

- It was also moved that the Village Clerk be allowed a salary
of $25 for the first municipal year. And too, EX a new meeting
place was decided upon =- Union Hall would serve as the regular
meeting place; the hall to be furnished for $1 per meeting, including
fuel and light. Don't laugh. These boys met about five nights ax
a week and this coudd add up to a sizable bill,

g WHEQ?QfERTY OF THe  1q
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THE INFANT WHEELING

published Dec. 31,1957 by Joan Heuer
The Wheeling Independent

Before continudéng withthe reports on activities of the
village government, let's slip back to the year 1877 and the
organization of the Wheeling Cornet Bank (the WCB). During
the days of the gay-nineties, and before, most towns and hamburgs
had their own bank to play for special affairs and Sunday after-
noon concerts. For without radios, Hi-Fi systems and television,
there was little music in grandmother's life.

A group of musically inclined,or at least enthusiastic, men
£t up a constitution and by-laws and chose three officers to head
their musical organization. There was to be a Leader, a Deputy
Leader and a Secretary., The constitution was complete to the
finest detall, setting forth the duties of all officers and the
ban#, It was run under a strict democratic rule, and it was pre-
pared for every emergency including the "forcible expulsion" of
members, the destruction of instruments, and disputes between the
leader and band members. The first band was made up of the follow-
1ne=

E flat Cornet, C. Welflin

. B flat Cornet, C., Statler

B flat Cornet, C. A. Fassbender

E flat Alto, C. Periolat

B.flat Tenor, Adam Weber

B flat Tenor, Emil Sigwalt

B Flat baritone, /& Hsgic odias

E Flat Tuba , A. Ge. Zimmer

Snare Drunm, Y. Kimmich

Bass Snare drum,and cymbals, Albert Weber

For the government of the Bank in public, the following rules
held good:

8. No member shall leave his place in the ranks without
permission from the Leader. Penalty 5 cents.

be No member shall play upon an instrument during the silence
of the banit, Penalty 5 cents,

ce. Any member appearing late at a place of rendevous or
failing to apvear shall, in the discretion of the Leader,
pay a fine of 25 cents.

de Any member appearing in a state of intoxication or becoming
intoxicated after appearance, the question of this into-
Xication to be decided by a vote of the other members in
case of dispute. Shall pay a fine of 1 dollar.

ees Any member leaving the ranks while on duty outside of band
room will be subject to a fine of 1 dollar,

. The conduct for rehearsels was equally as strict and evidently
the penalties paid off for during & three month period there were
®x 21 fines for profane language, h for non-appearnace and 3 for
late appearance. Making a total of $2.60 paid.

continued
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Bukk

But there were other difficulties, Consider this letter from a
miffed member:

To the Leader and Kembers of the W.C. Band.

Gentlemen,

After considering since the last meetingof the band (May 17)
I have made up my mind that it is better ( or in other words
that it is a case of suspension at present) that I should not
appear at the rehearsal tonighte I think it will be better
for all that I do not appear. Then you can talk over matters
plainly and I will not have to overhear some of the conversa-
tions, which probably would be distasteful for all parties
concerned, In the first place I think some of the members
made remarks that were wholly uncalled for. Secondly, If I
am subject for a fine I hope you will do your duty. Thirdly,
If you think of changing the instrument, (that lays in the
power of the Ieader}. Fourth, In case of expulsion, I hope
all of the members of the Bank know what that meansli

It is much different than a resignation. I have been informed
since the last meeting, there there is another member that
wishes to play the Bass Drum, as he thinks he will not learn
the instrument he has at present,

Now if the Bank thinks that they wlll better themselves by
doing so == Do so byall means,

I want the organization to understand that I think of the
Bank as I ever did and will harbor no 1ll feelings against them.
Act as they will,

I await your decision through your secretary, but shall not
meet with you again (As a member or otherwise) as to your
decision to-~night.

O yes, problems there were many, but undoubtedly there were
also a lot of good times, according to some of the debts they paid.
These statements for instance:

From J. Schwingel =-- 300 cigars at 2% cents a piece for $7.50

From Rynhold Periolat -- Hall Rent $15.00, 1 bottle of wine and

3 B bottles of whiskey, $1.75, and 6 dne-quarter barrels of beer,$9.00,
and 2 suppers for 5 men, $2.00. Lest we forget the barkeepers,$10.00e

Other bills included the purchase of instruments like these:

One Cornet, $19,00, one ¥ flat Altom 4§ $1l.00, And then there were:
300 Concert Programs $2.25.

i From all this effort the oohm-pa-pas were heard thmughout the
Village. Such tunes as the "Solitude Schottische!! "We shall sin
Quick Step", "Hail Soldier and There'll be Rest By and By Quick
Step", Mox Nix Ouse Quick March", "Festival Polka," "Gen., Garfield's
Quick Step", and Gen.Sherman's and Gen, Arthur and Gen. Hancock"s
"Phonograph Gallop", "Debutant Quick Step","Annie Laurie", "Ole

Black Joe", and "The Tuba's Terror Polka Di Concert" filled the aire.

# 2
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published Jan 8, 1958 BY Joan Heuer
The Wheeling Independent

With all the business being handled by the Board, and with the
ARRRinkxerk report fvom the committee apointed to provide for a
place of custody for offenders, the need for a Village Hall became
more acute,

The committee, Mr, E, Sigwalt and Mrs. Jacob Hansam, Village
Marshall, offered in the name of Mr, Wm. Wille, a piece of ground
30 by 100 feet, north of and adjacent to Mrs. Unterner's lot, for
$100., Further negotiations resulted in an offer by Mr. Wille to
sell a piece of ground [0 by 13l feet for the sum of $150, with
the condition that the Village erect a bullding on the property
within 1 year,

The preliminary plans for the building ppovided for a Hall
20 by 3- b¥ 12 feet, with two cells in the western end of the
Building 75 by 9 feet each. The building was to stand on posts.
Three sealed bids for its construction were submitted by H. P.
Mlentzer, H. Hans and Wm. Wille. The contract was let to iir. H. P.
Yentzer, providing he agreed to use no., 1 common pine lumber and
duitable wainscoating. $750 was appropriated for the hall, The
date was December 3rd, 1894,

On January 12th, 1895, the following statment was received=--

H. P. Mentzer

Shermerville, Il1l. (Northbrook)
Undertaker, Contractor and Buildén
Ice Box and Hearse rurnished when Desired
House Ralsing a Specially

Hall by Contract $167.00
Entry Work
922 feet flang "13.83
1 door 7 foot ®3/L 2475
181 feet "Maple" floor 579
2 blankets : plageld
18 pcs. 2 by I =16 feet long ST
22 pcse 2 by 6-16 feet long £ 28
192 feet % round 1.3
1 Lock and Butt 1,10
He P. Mentzer 8 hours 2400
N. Rochenbach 16 hours 3468
John lentzer 6 hours 1.50
E. Plagg 3 hrs. «69
xx3 50G.13
Extra painting 5% 10)
510.13
Extry work 42,13
Extry on Painting 1.00

F L3.13

continued
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This was followed by many more bills for a variety of things
ranging from spitoons to mattresses.

On December 3lst there was a bill for $7.50 for 8 new stars
(1 for mazkxmarskax the marshall and 1 for each Board member)

Je. Ao Rochenbach presented his bill for $1.50 for making
bunks in the Village Hall and delivering lumber,

Four new blankets were purchased from E, Sigwalt and Co. for
$9,00 and 35 cents for express.

February 15th Mr. Rochenbach brought forth another statement for
hanging two cell doors in the Village Hall. This one was for $1.00,

Mrs. Henry Hipp sent her bill to the Board of Trustees. She
collected 50 cents for sewing two cell mattresses.

Later, in June, an assortment of hardware, including two slop
pails, a broom, two jail locks, two small spittoons, and two larger
spittoons (for those with poor aim) was purchased from Fassbender
and Arnold (Dealers in 8toves, Ranges, Tin and Hardware).

The original furnishing included 1l Gold Coin Ventiduct No. 19
Stove, 1 dozen chair, 2 Rochester Lamps, 1 Table and one business
deske

With all this excitement, the Board was kept hopping while
they continued to write, pass and accept new Ordinances. They
passed several during these months., Let's review them next week.

#
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One may be led to believe that the problems in such a small,
insonsequential community were very few and of no major importance.
But considering the giant steps that have been taken in construc-
tion, medicine, and daily conuveniences in the past 60 or 70 years,
it is easy to understand that their problems were quite different
from ours in many wayse.

In the days Before mass inoculations, anti-biotics, and other
so=called "miracle drugs" the control of contagious disease such
ag diptheria, typhoid and smallpox was a major problem., According
to a Village Ordinance passed in 189l,, it was the duty of every
practicing physician who was attending any person affected with a
contagious, infectious or pestilentail disease to report, in
writing, to the President or the Village Marshall, describing the
locality of the patient, so that he may be readily found. The
President or Marshall then posted a notice with the name of the
disease printed or written in large letters in a conspicuous place
on or near the building in which the disease¢ was found., The sign
could not be removed until a physiclian permitted its removal.
Anyone could be fined from $20 to $100, Any perso: in contact with
an infectious disease was required to change or purify his clothing
before entering the world outside under the same penalty.

To further mitigate the threat of epidemic, annually during the
month of Ilay, a mass cleanup was ordered by the villagc. Residents
were required to thoroughly cleanse and pruify their yamEyxkawmrdx
yards, barn lots, pigsties,cellars, privies, and adjacent streets
of all trash, filth, manure and other substances likely to occasion
disease, In July the Village liarshall and Street Commissioner made
an inspection tour and anyone failing to comply was prosecuted.

The plank sidewalls that were first built in Wheeling presented
several problems, a bit different from ours todlay. Almost a full
page of requirements and specifications were necessary in setting
up the Ordinance. This was not just a matter of setting-up forms,
backing in a cement truck and troweling it out. The 6 or 8 inch
boards, li feet wide were laid side by side on top of stringers
fastened to one inch boards. Imagine the maintenance they must have
required. According to the Ordinance, the property owners had to keep
the sidewalks in front of their homes in proper repair at their own
expense. If they failed to do so the Village made the repairs and
ordered a special taxation against the property. All sidewalks
built contrary to the requirements could be condemned.,

On the other hand, some ¥illage problems remain the same today
as they were in 189l -- take the age-old battle between dogs and
neighbors for instance. n such a small vidlage the cure was a
bit different from the oné presently in use. Annually in the
month of Ilay the Street Commissioner was to prepare a complete
list of all dogs and their owners living in the corporate limits.

continued
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The Village Marshall then went from dogowner to dogowner collecting
dog tax, $1 on every male and $2 on every female. In return the
owner received a metallic plate bearing the letters V.T.P. (Village
Tax Paid) and the calendar year. Any dog found running at large

. througn the village not wearing his plate couhd be destroyed.

The following fees were allowed for services rendered under
this Ordinance:

Street Commissioner =- 5 percent of dog tax collected,

Village Clerk -- 15 percent of the dog tax collected.

Village Marshal -- 5 percent of the dog tax collected and 50
cents for each dog killed and buried under his supervision. An
affidavit stating the time the dog was destroyed and where the
animal was buried, was to accompany any such claims,

Apparently a "dog's life" was not so good in those days.

#
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by Joan Heuer
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Weds February 5, 1958

There must have been many men who could walk down tae
streets of Wheeling boasting that they once had been Village
liarshal, . for the resignation of the first IZlarshal, Jacob
Hausam, was followed by a lengthy list of law enforcement
heads.,

Hausam left his post to assume his duties as Village
President in April 1895. The following June he appointed
IIre Franz Klose Village .iarshal. The larshal was granted
five dollars per month for his_ssrvices. Franz Xlose, however,
failed to qualify for the office, and the Doard was reguired
to seekout another man who was able and willing to accept the
job.

in July, The President tried again and ajpointed iir. Jacob
Arnold as Village lilarshal for the municipal year, but in Octo-
ber he resigned. The monthly salary was then upped to twenty-
five dollars and one of the trustees was appointed to take charge
of the key to the Village iall, and to light the street lawps
until anotner marshal could be appointed.

A week later !'r. R. Scineider‘rcsigned his office as
trustee and was given the oath of office es Marshal. Ie was
later forced to relinguish his post due to 111 health.

Come December, lir., William Peet moved in after his appoint-
ment wes accepted by the PRoard. The salary was changed again=--
lowered to fifteen dollars e month. But in llay it was reconm-
mended that the duties of the 'larshal be expanded to include
street-lamplighter and street commissioner, so that he nag
receive an adequate salary. The recommendation was passed, and
the salary was raised to thirty dollars. Mr. Peet lasted until
October 1897, when he was discharged.

There was a reduction in salary again, after the recquested
resignaticn, and when lir. Henry Hipp took office, he was working
for twenty-five dollars a month. Mr. Hipp remained in office
for a number of years.

Law enforcement activities during this time can best be
described by quoting ver-batim from the old ledgers and communi-
cations suech as:

Village of Yheeling to C. F. letz
For lodging and meals to three (3)

inpecunious wayfarers @ 25¢ £ 75
6 meals for 3 prisoners 1.50
To secure handcuffs 100

Total 5325
continued
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The Infant Wheeling -- by Joan Heuer Village ilarshals
pube The ¥Wheeling Independent
2-5-58

For serving pepers on and .
and conveying same to County "Jale’ $Te50
signed W. E. Peet, Wheeling
Jan. 30/99

++4

Wheeling Incorporation to Jacob Arnold-~
November 28th, 1895
Served as Marshal 90 days at 16 2/3 cents

e day $1L .70
Killed five dogs Aug. 1l2th at 50 cents
a head 2,50
Total @wl7.20
+4+
Village of Wheeling to Frank Forke wL1.00
John liethling 1.00
H. Hipp 1.00
We Riswig 1.00

for guarding prisoners

+44

Then too there was letter writing and form filling:

The Village larshal reported that he had written
to Mr. in regard to the bill he owes the
village for burying his mule, but had not
received no reply.

+++

December 2li, 1904

Sir:

Accompanying this letter you will find a blank
form calling for some information regerding the
prisoners in your charge during the quarter ending
December 31, 190i.

This formiis sent to every jall, lockup, calaboose,
or similar institution in the United States, and you
are respectfully asked to fill it out at your earliest
convanience.

Very respectfully,
Bureau of the Census
Washington, D. Ce

+++

continued 27
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And sign painting:

The Village Marshal was instructed to paint three
signs warning swimmers not to bYathe in the river
unclothed, and to post these signs along the
river banks.

HiH:
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On April 6, 1896 the first move toward fire protection
was made. The last motion of the meeting was made by Wm. letz--
"that a committee of three be appointed to investigate the
subject of fire protection and i1ts' estimated ccst."

The appointed committee accomplished nothing by June, so
another committee of three was sclected to investigate various
chemical and other fire extinguishers snd report at the next
meeting. The appointed committee included Mr. i'etz, John Forks,
and Wm. Fassbender This committee meant business and at the
July meeting they presented the Board several letters from
different firms relating to the subject. They also introduced
¥r. L« B. Sizafoos of the Racine Iire Engine Co., w10 explained
so:ie of the unknown facts ol fire pravention and protection.

The Board was so ilmpressed they decided to go to Hacine and
investigate the workings of fire extinguishers.

In August, the village ordered the fire extinguishing
apparatus and shortly they received work from iixr. Sizafoos that
the order would be send September 7th. Sure enough -- on
September 1lth the bright new engine,with all her trimmings,
arrived at the Wisconsin Central Railway freight office. 1I'll
venture a guess that everybody in town turned out to get a
glimpse of her that first day, all red and shiny like a bright
new toy in the Indian Summer sun.

Arriving with the chemical engine was a hook and ladder
truck, 2 axes, 50 feet of hose, a pump, a 100,60, and L0 foot
coil of rope, a hook and chain, a barrel of chemical, a crow
bar, 5 ladders and pole, 2 gongs, & cast frame brace, an engine
and a pair of wheels.

The rire Department was to be allowed the use of the Villeage
Hell for their meetings and a fire b»ell was procured from
Fassbender and Arnold for $27.40. At a special meeting in late
Septenmber, the department was organized and officers were olected.
The rule to elect officers by ballot was suspended and the
election was held by acclamations. The results were as follows:
Fire:  Marshall, O, F. Metz; First Assistant, Mr. J. As.Schminke;
Second Assistant, ir. Frank Forke, Secretary, W. H. Nundhenke.

The companies were divided uo as follows:

Company Noe = =- Ingine; Foreman, J. P. Hausam; Asst.,
Wme Brandt; ilember, Valter Riswig.

Coizpany ioe. 2 = Pump and Supply Cert; foreman, Wm.
FPessbender; Asst., Lorenz Koebelin; Iliembers,
Emil Sigwalt, J. Junnsck, H. A. Benz, Chr.Wendling.

Compeny Noe. 3 = Hook and Ladder Truck; Foreman, lir.
Tony Behm; Asst., John Stryker; lembers, J.
Methi'Fag v, s Wi Brewn, Gy, Ballenbach, M. D.
Schmidt, G. Loeppert, H. Kaiser, J. Bchm, Wnm.
Wletz and Joe Killian.

Substitutes were J. Schwingel, Ii. W. Knittel, Chas.
HDohnson.

continued
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Organization of
fire dept.

The Infant Wheeling--by Joan Heuer

Then, as now, the Fire Department held an annual affair.
However, instead of a dance, in the early, 1900's the big day was
a lith of July Picnic. Indications are there was plenty to eat.
Consider these bills from the 13503 picnic:

E. Sigwalt and Co., General kerchandise

25 loaves bread §1.00
1 bat o 108
1 box peaches l.25
1 box plums 1.50
ly doz. oranges 9
100-2 1lb. bags <10
100-L 1b bags .15
1 jug mustard 225
Flags .50
Festooning 4
Matches a1
9 bunches bananas 3.00
2. F. Stryker, Fresh, Salt and Smoked leats
8 lbs. ham @ .18 Sl.lly
George Huber & Son, Soda and 11neral VWaters
9 cases of quarts 86,75
Je Ae. Schminke, General Nerchandise
25 gal. ice cream $18,.7
Ixpress & telephoning 2el
2 cases cracker jacks €.00 .
2 fans .50 |
30 1lbs. peanuts 2.25 I
1l floor wax « 30
2& pkgs. chocolate At
pan carmel <70
1 box butter rolls 50
1 box gum 55
¢ sauce dishes .20
1 bolt ribbon 0

The purchase of floor wax indicates there was probably
some dancing at this open-air wing-ding. This bill for the
care of four musicians adds to the evidence:

John Behm, Union Hotel

i dinners $1.00
i suppers 1,00
i lodgings 1.00 |
breakfasts 45,00 |
railraod fares 2.80
livery to depot (2 times) «50
##
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Remembering "the good o0ld days" oldtimers probably hold
their heads in dismay when they take a look at the present
village budgete In the first years the whole village could have
been run on taxes now paid by only six homeowners. Of course we
get more for our money these days, (I keep telling myself) but
it does appear that as the town grows, more experts must be hired to
help iron out new problems, more new equipment must be bought and
insured, and bigger and better improvements must be made in public
WwOorksa

In 1896 the total budget for the Village of Wheeling was
$1870600 -~ less than what is now allowed for office supplies,
including postage and stationery. The streets and bridges fund was
$50 less than what is now set aside for janitor's supplies, What
was allowed then for the marshal's salary was less than what is now
paid out for premiums for surety bonds on village officers. The
amount now appropriated for street lighting expense, repair and
installation, is 100 times greater than the total used for that
purpose in 1896. Salaries paid out to village officers and employees
has been multiplied 120 times in the past 62 years. And although
the fire department was paying for an engine at that time, their
expenses still amounted to only what the department is now allowed
for telephone expense and gas, o0il and maintenance of equipment,

Compare for yourself, Here are five of the first budgets
set up Bor the village:

Streets and Bridges -- 1896 - $350; 1897 -~ $L75; 1898 - $137.92;

1899 - $350; 1900 = $350.

Marshal's Salary -- 1896 - $360; 1897 -$360; 1898 =$327.3L;
1899 - $300; 1900 -$375.00,

Street lighting -- 1896 - $60; 1897 - $100; 1898 - $60.87;
1899 - $75; 1900 = %100,

Attorney: 1896 - $50; 1897 = ==; 1898 «=; 1899 ==; 1900 --,

Officer's Salaries =- 1896 = ﬁaoo; 1897 - $175; 1898 $70.85;
1899 = $150; 1900 ~ $375.

Fire Department =- 1896 - $700; 1897 $300; 1898 - $250;
1899 = #100; 1900 - $50.

Contingencies =- 1896 - $150; 1897 - $100; 1898 $60.87;
1899 = § 75; 1900 = $1500,

(continued)
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Total Appropriations =-- 1896 - $1870; 1897-$1410; 1898 =
$1174.50; 1899 §1225; 1900 - $2575.

And here are the total for the various departments in todays
budget:

General Administrative Expenses $67,560,00

Police Department Expense 55,000,00

Fire Department Expense 6,1:50,00

Streets, Bridges & Highways Fund 37,000,000

Water Fund 8&,700.00
Sanitary Sewer Fund 353,500.00
Grand Total Afppropriations 601,210,00

When Zou ¥now the taxes collected by the village in 1896
was onlg $600 and the estimated number of families was between

60 and 60 at that time, you know in a moment no one's back was
broken by high taxes in those dayse True, this budget came
before the addition of a sewer or water system, but then when

you consider once a fellow sunk a well he could pump all the water
he wanted for years and years without water bills, water mmEm meters,
or meter=readers and the installation and maintenance of a Chick
Sales was hardly worth mentioning, you wonder if maybe you weren't
born too late,

#it
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Certainly all of us would be lost without our telephones
in this day and age. Of the many mechanical slaves that do work
for us, the modern cormunication system is high on the list of
indispensables. This is the story of how the telephone got its
start in the ¥=iXxka Village of Wheeling.

In Spptember of 1900, in answer to a request from the
Chicago Telephone Co., the ordinance committee under the chalrman-
ship of F. D. Schmidt prepared and insroduced an ordinance concer-
ning the installation of a telephone system here,s It was read to
the Board for information at the September 3rd meeting, and after
considering, the Board decided to secure legal counsel before it's
passage. A special meeting was called four days later to again
consider the approval. Upon the second reading, it was moved by
Mr. Vime. Fassbender and seconded by F. D. Schmidt that the ordin-
ance be passed as reade. And so it started.

The ordinance granted the Chicago Telephone Company certain
rights in the vaéllage. They were to "erect, maintain and renew,
upon and along the streets and alleys of the Village of Wheeling,
for a period of fifty years, lines of poles, wires and to use the
same for supplying to the general public means of communication by
telephone or other electrical device."

Lines and poles were to be located under the supervision and
direction of the chairman of the committee on streets and alleys.
They were to be so placed as not ot interfere with ordinary travel,
or any water, sewer or drain. The village was to be held harmless
from "all damage resulting to any person, or persons, or corporation,
from the erection or maintenance of these structures."

The telephone company was to furnish the village with telephones
with local exchange service free of charge in the Village Hall and
ard in the Firehouse as soon as an exchange was established. Just
how many Wheeling farmers, dram shop keepers, store owners, etc,.
would pay to have one of these electrical talking gadgets in their
place remained to be seen,

(Continued next week)
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Wheeling =-- name of

"e..The name "Wheeling" is a corruption of an
Indian word, of uncertain meaning, sometimes translated

as "the place of the head." " 1

g! p. 586, Vol. XXVIII, Encyclopaedia Britannica
(under Wheeling, West Virginia) Eleventh Editim




WHEELING (Source of name)

The only other Wheelings are in Missouri and West
Virginiaj; the latter is CheSGEamaial one. Jhe name
was given over two centuries ago to a creek which
flows into the Ohio near present Wheeling, West Vir-
ginia, called "Wealingor Scalp Creek'" in 1752 by
Christopher Gist. In later ¥ears it was called
Wealingy, Weelin, Weeling, Weelunk, Wheelin, Wheling,
and Wheeling, In 1797 the legislature of North-
west Territory authorized Ebenezer Zane to operate

a ferry across the Ohio from the "Northwest Bank of
Indian Wheeling."

The name comes, according to Heckewelder, from
the Delaware ferm Wihling or Wih-link, signifying
"where the head is, or place of the head," and was
given to that place because Indians there slew a
captive and impaled his head on a sharpened pole.
There is no evidence to support other explanations,

such as "head of a river," or claims of non-Indian
origin.

From Journal of Illinois State
Historical Society "inter 1962




frome: *rs. F, Burlinghem
vueeling rubllic Library
2l S. i waukee Avenus
iiheeling, Illinois 60090

VILLAGE Of WHEELING

Popnlation: 11,756 (196l census)

Squere miloes:

™he Village ol theeling is located about 30 nilles northe
west of Chicego in the nertheast corner of ook County in
Wheseling Townshipe. The Village is bounded by Lake Countv on the
norti, Pelating load (Willow Road) on the south, the Des ’laines
Aiver on LVhe sast, and Buffale Grove on the west, The area was
occupiced from 1740 to 1223 hy Pottawatomie Indians, end hafore
1769 by the iiami Confederacy, who were in the region on LaSalle's
first vigit in 1671,

The derivation of tihe name of wWheolinc is »nrobobly {he
"eorruption of an Ifndian worde...sometimes traenslated as Ytae place
of %the head!" -~ probably referring tc ths Des Plaines River,
wiiichh was the center of transporation for the ILndians,

The first settlsr in Wheeling was a ''r. Sweet, who built
a cabin in ‘‘arch, 1333. He s30ld his squatter's claim to Georpe
Strons in Septembsr, 1933, and Strong became tihe Tirst permanent white
settler in tho townshin,

After the treaty with the Pottawatomles was ratified on
September 2G, 1833, neny settlers moved into Vheelinge ‘The first
of thase was Joseph Filkins, who built a house in 183l on property
which is now the northeast corner of the junction of ['ilweukee and
Imirdee Roeds. “7. I"11kins became the first nestmester ir 1430, and
wihie Iir8t hotelkeoper in L8137,

Tne first usost route from Chicago ©o Green Bay was
established in 1433, along a route which Is now “ilwaukee Avenue.
A rnurber of hotels and restaurents were built in the village to
sorve e travelers on the nost route,

The Villeapo of Vheellng was organized in 1950, and was
incovporated in 149), The Wisconsin Central Railroad (now the Soo
Line; wes locatsd a mile west of the old town. The depot was built
in 1086,

nestaurants and farming were Wheeling's mainsvay unt 1l the
building boom in the late 1950%s, Wheeling's populatisn in 1956
was Q00 == eight years later the population had jumped to 11,756,

more e




Village of Wheeling Page 2

While most of the new residonts are commuters, Wheeling
has also had tremendous growth in industry, business and
facilitlese A new industrial parlk, community swimiing pool, park
district, publlc Librery district, eight grade schools, a high
scheol, and scveral churches have been built silnce 195é.

Pottawntonie Woods and Dam No. 1, Cook Couhty Forest
Prezorve Sites,; &are locabed along the Des Plalnos River on
Yhoeling's sastern boundary.

The B5oo Line Rallroad provides freight service for

fheoling, Pelwaukaec Alrport nrovides nrivate airport faecilitics,
and two bus lines provide transportation to Chicago and Evanston,.

1 ncyelopaccéla Britannica, 11lth editions p. 524, Vol, XXVIII.
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A CENTURY TC RIMEVBER
by
Shirley Ward iicConnell
for
COIMMUNITY PRESBYTZRIAN CHURCH
Wheeling, Illinols
in honor of its
100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

October 4, 1964 - October 11, 1964

Presented as a Narration on
October 11, 1964

Narrators: Marilyn Miller Kelm
Robert Falder

Dramatization: Mrs. S. Fenner Adam
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A Century To Rcwember

When Illinois became a state in 1818, the way was clcarcd for
more settlers to move into the remote erecas of the stste. So it was
betwcen 1818 and 1850 that settlers were penctrsting into the arca
north of Chicago, even thougch no white risn could scttle in Lake County
without the permission of the indians who hcld posscssion.

The noble prairie rrass which could hidc 2 horsc end rider in its
height and density and made a bettcr thatched roof than did the
shingles of the day was losing 1its battle for survivel to the plow

share of the ploneer. For, once turned over, it would ncvcr acaln
rise.

The ma jestic proves, esch like en islsnd risin- sbove the nrairie
grass, wcre now shcltering homes of the pionecrs, where oncc only wild
life or a summer encamprent of indiens found wesrmth and security
nestled in theilr density.

The indian trails, too, had .videned out into rosds bearing the
heavy wagons and oxen of the pioncers. I ilwaukee Avenue was known es
iiilwaukee Plank Road, going from Chicaro through Half Day, Liberty-
ville, (then Independencc Grove), and on to ~"ilwaukee.

By 1835 pioncers cast their ballots in 8 polling place six miles
south of ''hcecling. :

In the Patcnt Office Report on Agriculturc for 1850-1851, John C.
Cox of Quincy, Adams County, Illinois, states: "The aversge intelli-
gence (of the people of Illinois) is worthy of particular notice,
being inferior to no scction I have secen in the Union.

"I"oral cheracter is hichly appreciated. Good-fellowship among
neighbors, end general intcrest in country affeirs, arec marked strong-
1y in our society. Nestness about the homestced 1s receiving gratify-
ing attention, evinced by the cultivation of shade trees, shrubbcry,
flowers, and garden fruilts, such as berries, etc, Tho mcans, howcvcr,
of a great number src insufficient yet to enable them to erect such
dwellings as sre desireable. Economy, too, is a Sucker virtue. Labor
is, in the main, fairly emnloyed, and the laborers treated with de-
serving considerstion; sverage wascs, sbout {8 a month, with board and
washing.

"The German population are cenerslly excellent farmers, snd, with
the help of their wonderful frugality and industry, almost invariably
succeed rapidly."

Thus, the carly settlers of Illinois werc epparently equaling thc
tradition ecstablished by the Illini indians,--For the literal inter-
pretation of the Indien word "Illini" :cans "men," and the French
added the "ois" ending making the whole meaning of the word: "Tribe
of rcal ren'"--as distinguished from the Iroquois Indians whom the
I1linl callcd bcasts.

The flichts of the Paszenger Plceons, those huce birds that mi-
crated throuch the plains in flocks so vast that they darkened the
sun as they flcw south in the fall, devastating any crop whcn thoy
stopped for the night, had ceased. So many were their numbers and so
large were thelr wings that the beat of the wings as they flew was
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like the roar of an sirplane.

The early communitics and homes lived by the code of "industry"
and weste not--want not, for it was only by this rigid selfdiscinline
that the families covld survive., One helned the other. Few people
hed money, at least in any quantity. For ex8'mle: In 1841 one of
the early settlers purchased s fer» on "1lvaukse Ave. neer "hseling
for $4.00 per scre. The orizinsl owncr had neid the ﬁovernment $1.25
per acre.

The Germsn and Alsatisn women had brought spinning wheels with
them, so that they could make yarn for knitted germents, They also
made a large knitted scarf that took the place of an overcoat. Very
little, if any, of the wool wss cerded a2t home. Most of it was taken
to Elgin for this process. They also made coniorters of the carded
wool which were wonderfully warm without being extremely heavy.

During the early 1850!'s a four-horse rake was used es a welcome
successor to the bacli-breaking grain crsdle.

The mail stage between Waukegan and Chicazo by way of Liberty-
ville, Half Day, and ''heeling was started in 1855. German was the
lenguage of the residents.

The general progress of the asrea was reflected by the industry of
the people. They, who were creating homes out of wilderness and
nrairie, were not neglecting the s»iritual values. They were simple
people in many ways. Thelr wants were few beyond actual necessities.
Indeed, it was cause for great rejoicing end thenkfulness when crops
were safely harvested, or when a winter passsed without serious illness.

In 1845 the first Evangelical Associetion Church was being built
on Plagge's Hill. This church wes used three years and was not larce
enough to accommodate the peonle, so they moved it to the northwest
corner of Dundee Road and s>snders Road. Lster enother church wes built
in this save location with old fashioned strsigzht seats, a double row
in the center with an aisle on each side and seats on the other side
of the aisle aceinst the wall,

Vhere 1s Plagge's Hill, you ask?--Why, that is now part of Sports-
man's Golf Course where the square house stands next to Dundee Road.
The top of that hill is actuslly the divide between the St. Lawrence
and the lilsslissiovpil waterwsys. By natursl course, all water east of
this point found its way into the St. Lawrence River and all water
west of this point found its wsy to the Mississionl River.

During these years, Chica-o had grown substantially. By 1872,
one hundred five rmiles of wster »nive had been laid in the city; and
in 1873 the city had constructed a tunnel beneath the laske through

which to draw pure water.

But, this was Chicsgo! People of the area north of the city were
busy 1eading their own lives and were only remotely affected by the
city and its growth. It wss during this period that some of the
people of the first congregstion of the German Evangelical Calvinist
or Reformed United Lutheran Church (founded in 1845) joined the group
in Wheeling. Among these were the Lesser, Xoebelin, and Sigwalt fam-
ilies.

no



ilies. |

Durinas the early 1860's o0il leg.ms without chimneys were coming
into use and on iay 4, 1861, fourteen volunteers from \‘hesling went
to join the Union Rifle Guards at Camp Fry.

Wwthen the North wss victorious in 1865, the news was told to the
vicinity by those who returned from Chicego to ''heeling. Powder was
placed on an anvill and when it was struck, the resuvlting explosion
could be heard for severel miles.

Illinois was the first state to retify the 13th Amendment abol-
ishing slavery. Less than three months later, the mortal remains of
President Abraham Lincoln lay in state in the Chicazo Court House en
route to Springfield for buriel,

The 1860's were exciting times: The first successful Trens-
oceanic cable was laid from New Foundland to Ireland. The city of
Chicago had built & transvortation tunnel under the Chicago River to
connect the south and west sides of the city. The east and west
coasts of Awerice were linkked at Opgden, Utah, when the Union Pacific
and Central Pacific tracls were joined. Just imagine, only 6% days to
cross the continent from Californie to New York; when, less than 30
years before, the founders of our community had sment 35 to 40 days
at the mercy of the winds on the oceen, then 2 3 week overland trip
from New York!

The inhabitants of the Yheeling area saw the need for a church
somewhat closer than those which were severesl miles away. So 1t was
in October of 1864, the members of the German LEvangelical United Re-
formed and Lutheran Church under the leadership of the Reverend F, C.
Schwartz apnlied to the Presbytery of Chicaro to become unlted with
and be one of the Presbyterian Church of the United States of America.
This organization became complete on rovember 2, 1864, and the members
of the new concrepation called their proup the German Presbyterian
Zion Church. The first meetings were held in the school house which
stood in the arove of trees where the shopning center is now located
in the avnproximate position of the Jewel Food Store. The membership
grew ravidly and in 1865, the church was comnleted on the Dundee Road
site, directly across from the school frounds.

At a stated meeting of the North ?resbyterian Church, Chicago, on
April 11, 1865, the nsme of Zion Church (German) with 45 members, 4
Elders, and 4 Deacons was entered upon the rolls, and an Elder from
the church, Jacob Glos, appeared and took his seat in Presbytery.

Shortly thereafter, the Reverend C. F. Vjaldecker became the sec-
ond pastor of our church. In 1866, he recorded the passing of Salome
Ifurbach, age 33 years, 1 month, and 5 days as the first death within
the Church family. One year later, he slso recorded the first church
wedding: that of John HMurbach and Ssrah Retterer., It was with a
heavy heart that he recorded the vwassing of Frank Edward ‘‘aldecler,
his infant son. His tenure was filled with busy days. They must have
been productive days, too, for the church debt was wiped out during
his pastorate.

Historically, an event took pnlace thast wss to chance the area
for generations. &Early morning on Ssturdey, October 8, 1871, a fire
had started in a stable in Chicago. The fall of the year had been ver
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dry end the fire spread. On ifonday wmorning, October 10, George Rock-
enbach, who lived near Wheeling, took a load of oats, ootatoes, butter
and egas to Chicago., He hesrd of the city burning when he resched
Niles, but proceeded because he figures that food was necessary. He
brought back a load of furniture, hls brother Fred, and Krs. dertin
Stenger to the home of Daniel Stanger in Wheeling. The fire illumin-
ated the area so brilliantly that a newspaner could be read in Whéel-
ing and Deerfield at ilidnight. Two hundred fifty persons were killed;
17,450 buildings were destroyed with {19€ million dollars worth of
damare.

Just 3 dsys after Christmas in 1871, the contregation rejoiced
to learn of the birth of twins, Anns and Minna Schwingel. The infants
were baptized on February 22, 1872. During this sare year, the birth
and baptism of Karl (Charles) Tiurbach, the son of the young couvnle
married in 1867, was recorded. To our knowledge, lir. Chsrles llurbach
is the oldest living verson basptized in our church ss an infant.

But, to make a church a.living home, every facet of human living
must enter snd leave its nortals and find strength snd humility at
its alter. 1In Februsry. of 1€73, one family lsld to rest 7 children
in the interim of one short rionth, probesbly victims of the cholera
epldemic which swept the country st thst time. Only God must know
the dignity of such human tragedy.

By 1875, under the pastorate of the Revereng Charles Selden, our
church made a missionary offering of {6.75 to the Board of Home Miss-
ions. That yesr the sslary of the minister wes ¢430. The Session of
our church submitted its records from 1864 to 1875 to Presbytery for

insnection. The spproval of the records was glven with the recommenda-

tion that the records be kept in the English language.

By 1876, the storm of discontent was brewing, and at the Concre-

pational meeting held on Jsnuary 2nd, the office of trustees was trans-

ferred upon the Elders and Descons. In addition, 211 paners which
were the proverty of this church were ordered transferred from the
holder to snother nember. Affelrs were not straightened out for some
little timel

These next few yesrs stand out as crucial in the snnals of our
church history. Apparently each dry twig added fuel to the fire until
the smoldering erupted in 1878, on St. Patrick's Dey, of all days!
Thus it wes on ilarch 17th thet the following item anpeared on the
record: ; .

"Whereas it anpears that wany families reside at Ytheeling and
Vicinity, who never attend Church, neither are they willing to sunport
the congregation with their earthly Means~--the Money; but if they have
s child to be Bantilised or Lords Supner to he taken, or if they have
funeral, they want the Church to be opened snd the pastor to aduin-
igter to them. Therefore: Resolved: That in the future, thé church
be closed for the above named peonle and facts; and the Pastor of our
church shall not administer to them in the church or the use of God."

The practicality of the above items 1s ziven to the wisdom of
the pastor.

The final sentence giving the psstor discretion of carrying out
this resolution st lesst tempers the situastion a trifle. However,
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on September lst, the Elders tendered their resicnstion and request-
ed that the Pastor read the form:cl notice from the Pulpit. On Sentem-
ber 15th no Zuorum was present to constitute & lawful Session to
take action in the above matter, so seven men were avnointed by the
Pastor to act as a Comnittee and 1f necessary, nominate candidates for
Elders "and tske such steps ss they deem nroper for the sake of
Christ's Lingdom of this Place.”

This situation wss very serious. The com-ittee of seven men had
a hard job before them, for on their shoulders rested the burden of
reveaving the torn mentle covering those who were pert of Christ's
kingdom. The rules were made, and the rule which was causing the
controversy seemed to be the portion covering the infant baptisms.
It was like condemning e baebe who wes here in our midst to becoming
a heathen.

On September 26th the committee apparently analized the situation
completely, for they wrote the following resolutions:

I - Resolved to keep up the Organization

IT - igggor ordered to carry out the rules passed on "‘arch 17,
Committee did not accept the resignation of the Llders

The Session is to collect twice a year for the money for
the Pastor's salary thet didn't come in regularly and that
he be vaid his dey wagzes from the treasury of the congre-
cation.

IIT
IV

Thus, the groundwork wes leid for the con' regation to continue.
However, these were some hard rules to live with, and obviously, some
of the members hsd a hard time living with themselves. So many times
a tense situation emerges in such a manner: ik all know what should
be done, but can it be done and still have anything left?

So it wss, by i'ay of 1879 when the records show the dismal feil-
ure of the earlier resolution. The record of ‘'ay 27th 1s so beauti-
fully worded that we quote:

"The Resolution of llarch 17, 1878, cannot be carried without
doing injury to the church and congregation., Resolved that the Res-
olution be withdrewn snd the treatment of such cases be committed to
the discretion of and wisdom of the Pastor."

The storm had subsided, and as the invigorating new atmosphere
filled the area, a unanimous call wss extended to !'r., ‘‘illiam R.
"'undhenke to assume the paestoral labor of the church. ''r. Ifundhenke
must have had scholasrly attributes, for the record shows that the
Segsion gave him perrission to comply with a request by the Presbyter-
ial lilissionary to write sn article on the condition of and general
work in this field, which article to be published in the ''issionary
column of "The Interior."

Mew interest was stimulsted in our organization. In 1880 it was
decreed that Lord's Supmer should be celebrated 3 times in the year.
Lst 3abboth in Octoker--2nd sabboth in Janusry--and Good Friday. Also
parents requesting infant bantism shouvld notify the pastor in time
for him to question and/or instruct then nrivately recarding the
nature and design of Christian Bantism,
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This wes an sctive year! It wss necesssry to build a new founda-
tion well under the church .building. "The wall should be 8 inches’
thick with sbutments 12 inches square snd es many es deemed necessary.
The entire basement should.-be 3 feet above around. Also, a platform
6 feet long and as wide as the building, 26 feest, be erected in front .
of the church to which the stsirs, 14 feet wide be attsched. The
church and manse are to be repainted slate colored. Blinds to be
fixed to all windows of the ranse, and the ceiling of the church to
be white washed. TIences are to be nade around the church yard and
nainted slate colored so as to —ake it arree vwith the color of the
buildings." To cornlete the '"new look" riven the church structure
by these improverents, the Ladies' Pastor's Society had the bell cast
and when it was finished, 1t was ore.ented to the church.

These events seer so every day,---ut to bring the picture into
focus, we rust realize that dvring the 17Z0's, welking wes the favor-
ite mode of trenswortetion. Horseback riders were riare in the coun-
tryside, but post families had oxen. Annleton's Fifth Reader wes used
in the schools and the students of literature were reading works by
Walt Vhitman, Eugene Field, ''ark Twain, and 0. Henry.

The next year, 1881, started us off on a new sctivity,--that of
a "Week of Prayer," which was to be observed the first week of the
New Year, and if Providence indicate or demand a continuation of the
meetings, they shall be continued some tize lon:ser. Weekly prayer
meetings were to be held regularly each liednesday night. The Pastor
was to present the benefits and necessity of such meetings. In August
.,34.,00 was collected a2t a "iissionfeast."

1882 started off with an sttempt to clesr up the church debt.
Each merber shall contribute asccording to his own ability., Tolerance
and unhderstanding seered to have taken over as the code of the day,
for one boy didn't nass his catechism test but was received into
Church membership at & special Session ineeting on his profession of
faith in Christ.

1887 wes a yesr of extensive review., In Jenusry, the Church
tressurer was unsble to vresent s full renort of the finances of the
church and was requested to lsy his books before the officers of the
church for their insvection. 1In ‘srch, the Session wss to review the
Church Register, officially notifying those absent nenbers whosé exac’
address is known that they ask for s letter of dismission to another
church and to drop from the roll the names of those whose address is
unknown. Within the next yesr, the record indicstes that the Elders
were to officially visit the families of the church and concreration,
espec:ally those that needed encourage ent or admonition to s strict .
attendance to their seversl duties as Church memrers,

It is also worthy of note thst although traveling wss hard, and g
consumed wmany hours of time, the Germen Presb terisn Church of Wood-
stock, Illinois, a distance of ovcr 30 wmiles, requested our pastor's
services one Sabboth in each -onth as a te-mworary nrovision. The
Session asked the ~inister to »nropnose to the German Presbyterian
Church of ‘.oodstock tl'e nlan to preach to the congregation 2 Sabboth
evenings in each month until a pastor should be secured. .

The following year, 1888, the General Assembly requested that
the psstor publicly present thelr prowositions to raise in comcermor-
ation of the Centenniel year, One i‘illion Dollars as an Endowment
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Fund for the relief of the ased snd dissbled minlsters, and urge upon
the people, esnecially the well-to-do a-—on~ us, to contribute to this
cause, Our contribhutions could not hav: bheen too much for it wss
about this ssie time thst 1t wes resolved within our church and vpre- XyHJ

sented to the neopls tﬁat_e£g__{;4¢_in—$he—weektyﬁnfthnﬂﬁxﬁf4¥nLde
fraying of tﬁé’runninc'Exﬁease&—e£—%he-church—shoa%d~be*tncreased to =

5 cents.,.

November 3, 1829, the 3ilver Anniversary of our Church! Vhat
joy and happiness abounded in and sround our church! The problems
were put aside for the time being. Services, both morning and even-
ing, were crowded. The messares civen were a blessing to all and
pood wishes were extended to the effect thiat "May the Church enter
upon the second quarter of o century of its life with new nurpose
and zeal."

Yes, the era that has gone down in history as "The Gay Nineties"
was here. True, events were talting place that have had a lesting
effect on the netion, and on the world. New inventions: Esastinan
verfected film in 1889 and Edison promptly oput it to use in an instru-
ment known as & kinetoscone which was the fore-runner of motion vic-
tures. Automobiles were nerfected snd in use. It was an age of in-
spiration to those who were in contact with the events of the day.
The world of rusic wss enriched by the works of Tchaikovsky, Dvorak,
Rimsky-‘orsakov, Sibelius, and Richard "scner. Chicago was the host
to the Columbian Exposition, a World's Fair honoring the 400th Anni-
versary of Columbus' arrivel "n tne New World. This smectacle has
long been the talk of our ancestors. It was a white city,--every
buildin~ being white, and the architecture ~zde the buildings all
compatlble in design. The Museum of Science and Industry is a living
memorisl to the peonle of this day of thet World's Fair. The Nobel
prizes awarded for the outstanding contributions to Physics, Chemis-
try, Medicine, Letters, snd Inter-national Peace were established by
the will of Swedish Stientist, Alfred Nobel., Indeed, an exciting
world if you were in tune with the haopeninzs. iost of these things
were for those who lived in urban sreas. Our colony of peonle, just
25 miles north of Chica;o did not know of the Gay Nineties. They
were much too busy with everyday living, such es keepin- the farm
well tilled and laying up sufficient food to teep the family through
the long winter, The vioneer nardshions of farm life had not eased
to the Doint of where people could think of luxuries, and nerhaps
some of the folks of the community were not even aware of the growing
use of some of the so-called "luxuries" of the day.

Several events of our church which are worthy of note during
"The Hineties" cover the redesigning of the pulnit area by making the
raised platform deenser and w1der so that the orrcan could be nlasced on
the nlstform. Iioney must have been scarce, for in 1895, the member=-
ship wes canvassed by the officers who soliclted subscriptions for
the Pastor's salery. One of the trustees was a»pointed to collect
the amount due with fair wages hein- allowed him for those services.

Again the language problem comes under scrutiny. It is recommen
ed thst the Sabboth 3chool be conducted in the English langua~e and
that the new <ethods of tecciiing the Bible be adopted. However, the
Session feared such radical change would meet with disfavor, so it
vas decided to maintsin the German Lencuace with both teachers and
nestor requested to devote more tie to help the students acquire
the Germen languapge. Anvarently Minnie Welflin Baslling knew her
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Bible well in Cermsn, for this wcs the year she wss 2ccented into
membership.

This ssme year, 1897, the purchsse of 2 odditional smsll pieces .
of property adjoininz the church wss considered, =nd if the cost wes
not more than $150 with the vresent owner screeing to weit for nvay-
ment for & months after the dete of nurchsse withouvt interest, the
deal would he made. The owner azreed to these terms end the purchase
was consumated. Ilovever, when these 2 newly acquired pieces of »nron-
erty were beins co-ordinsted with the niece of nrowerty thst the
church slrezdy owned, it wss discovered thet the location of the
church's resl estete wes incorrectly described. The Trustees were i
given sneclal orders charging them with the resnmonsibility of getting

his situation strairhtened out and to nersonally see to it that the
Werranty Deed wss recorded in the Cook County Recorderts office. .

In due time the rcel estate wss proverly recorded and the old
barn on the nroverty wcs to be torn down a2nd the lumber to be used
for the building of sheds, for this weés the ers when families travel-
ed to church snd elsewhere via horss znd buary. Ten sheds were built
on the newly acquired nroverty. 3talls were 9 feet wide and there
wes 20 feet under roof.

As the Twentieth Century started, thet which wss new wss r~red-
vally erodin~ the old. The word "jsnitor" sopears in the record
where the word "Sexton" hed formerly been used, and, under the leader-
ship of & new nastor, 3vncdcy even:in; services were started with every
third meetins to be in knclish. New son: boolzs were »urchesed he-
cause the o0ld tyne ned ‘one out of »rint. . new orrsn wes nurchesed
end the old orgen w:is sold to the hi-hest bidder. There w:is clso 2n
anneal made for sn orgenist,

Shortly, thercsfter, a2 winsore younr lady of fourteen yesrs of
&re resnonded to the a»9oesl. So it wes that Leurs Ott, now I'rs,
lLloebelin, became the rezuler orgenist. Insspmuch es her home wes off
of Huehl Rosd east of  heeling, she steyed in Wheeling Sundsy after-
noon in order to te there for the evenin~ song service. So much did
she enjoy vlaying the orssn, thct she wes willin- to well a8ll of that
distence for nid-weelr choir rehesrsal. 3o nreat wis her ability that
she wzs tue regulsr orgenist for over thirty years, end so grest was
her mastery of the orgen thet she ~layed a five meanuel orgsn for Lyon
end H?sly. These factors laid the foundetion for rood music in our
church.

It is recorded that "iss Adeline Schneider became s member of
the church during this time.

In 1902, the decision wes made to tske collections every first
Sabhoth of the month instee” of only four collections for the entire

year.

-

By 1202, horsebsck rilinc hzd declined end many homes had a bi-
cycle as well as 8 cerriage. Automobiles were being uvsed in the
city and on rare occss“on one wes even seen out in the country. In
1603 in far-off FNorth Carclins, the Wrisht Zrothers had wede the .
first successfvl flight of sn hesvier-then-air machine,

It wves in 1903 that it wss resolved to et subscriptions for the
vurpose of collecting money to put in a new frrnace under the church




9
buildin%. The Session a2lso received 2 letter fro~ the Reverend ' ill-
iam Boetcher, »nastor of the CGerman Presbyteriecn Church of Shelbyville,
Indisns, requesting help towsrds bvrilding a new house of worshin. It
was decided to zoive them finencial ass stance after being more fully
informed of the vlan of said church.

On June 27, 1905, Ienry Wiegand wes ordained in our church, and
became its pastor. Regular contributions to the mission work of the
church was established snd in N¥ovember 1906, out of a mission fund of
26,33, ,4.36 went to the Presbyterisn Hospitsl of Chicazo, and $9.97
to "Selbsterhaltungs Sache,”" which seems to be a self-help fund of
the Presbytery.

In 1908, our church becs e a nember of the Galena Presb;tery,
probably because they were basically the German group. Here at our
church the new hot air furnace wes installed. A new organ was also
installed. Ah, such sweet sounds when it w&ss proverly played! Oh,
yes, it was during this time that a new choir alcove was built and
opere-type chairs renlaced the uncomfortable pews. The melodic
tones of the Reverend ‘'legand's voice were an inspiration to the choir
and to all who heard him. It wes during his pastorate that the
cholr of Zion Presbyterian Church greatly enriched the services of
the church.

During the period of 1910 to 1912, the first locally owned auto-
mobiles appeared in the villege. The Sigwalts nurchased a Stanley
Steamer and gave their nei~hbors and friends rides,--the trip being
from VYVheeling to Half Day and return. Soon afterwsrds, John Schminke
purchssed a Ford. He, too, -ave round-trip rides from heeling to
Half Day, peusine briefly in Half Day to "let the motor cool off."

The Fiftieth Anniversary was celebrated in 1914, with the details
handled by the Ladies Aid. It is a note of interest to see by their
records that the Reverend ' illisr R. ‘unchenke, the Reverend Oltman
B. Oltmans, former pestors, and irs. Zrnest Shvette, the wife of a
former pastor, were invited to asttend the snecial services in April
with a1l expenses nsid. The Ladies Aid aslso helped procure photos
of charter meiibcrs and foruer pastors.

By 1915, electricity wes availa™le to the church, snd the Ladies
Ald Society were thanked by the consregation for -eeting the expenses
of wiring the church and install ng electrical fixtures.

Yes, it was ever thus, things near to one slways have a deeper
effect than do the events that o into history books. “hy, in 1914,
the Panama Canal was ow9ened for world traffic. Everyone is willing
to acknowledge that this wss a grest engineering feat, but out inter-
est quickens even faster when i‘ilwaukee Ave. wss paved from Niles to
Dundee Road. It w:-s about this time when telenhone sService wes ex-
tended out of ‘‘heeling. There were 8 parties on a line. This was
sowe edvancement, for when the Deerfield area first had televhones,
1t took 10 subscribers for a line. It w-s during the winter of 1917
that the snow was so very deep! Our psrents tell us that not a wheel
turned on the rosd for 3 deys, and to avoid being caught in the barn
with all paths lesding to the house closed by drifts, shovels were
kept in the house snd in the barn so thet naths could be shoveled
from either end.

Our parents, or rerhans our rrendvarents always tend to pause

4
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and reflect on this age from the late 1890's to 1€17. As senior
citizens, they reflect back end say that to them it clistens as a
Golden Age. They have very valid reasons for tneir reflections and
fortg?e imeges that they see, and it is not yearning for one's lost
you

During the 20 years just nest, the people lived by a high morel
code of conduct. Life did not move at such a fast pace as it did in
the years following. There wes time for religion, time to work, snd
time to play. Socisl events were less frequent than in later yeers
and everyone attended them. Familles attended from the youncest to
the eldest. The word "baby-sitter" wss unknown. The rursl commun-
ities enjoyed a wholesomeness that is indeed scmething to envy, for
intermingled with wholesoweness was the deep humility of resnect for
one's self snd for your nei: hbor. Those who had recelved personal
gain due to a steady Jjob, and at the time, those who orked stesdily
and conscientiously could end up es executives, end those who bene-
fitted becsuse of the sdvantare of ~ore education did not tend to show
snobbishness because, nerhans, they were still too close to the un-
sophisticated job of msking a livins from the land.

A very difficult and unusual situation occurred in 1216 when a
retition in behslf of the wife of a Civil Var vetersn wes presented.
The pastor recorded 1872 on the church record as the date of the
marriage of these two »neonle. However, the certificate given to the
bride and groom showed the date the marris e wss soleunized as 1869,
This lady needed the date verified in en»lying for the peansion due
her as the widow of the late Civil 'ar veteian. Session considered
the matter cerefully and found that they were powerless to help her,

or to straighten out the record, They decided that the 1872 date wes .

in error, but also concluded tihat our records would not meet the de-
mands of the government were they to be altered, also, they decided

that it would be inproper for the pastor to swear to a record after

the same had been altered.

Then came Vorld ter I! liany men of the area went to war. Some
didn't come back, others came back very changced end very restless.
WWomen, too, had taken on an entirely new rold,--thet of gainful em-
ployment outside the home. Howre wss chanted, too. The influenza
epidemic of 1918 had taken many lives.

Yes, even the church services and the snnual meeting were omittec
from Jsnucry 1, through Janusry 27th. Earlier in thst seme year, a
congregational committee consisting of Elder Lesser, lirs. E. Porte,
and Deacon John A. Schwinke were gonolnted to attend Presbytery to
inform it that the church did not concur in ‘' r, ‘iegand's request for
the dissolution of the nastoral relationship. 7"r. tiegand remained
with ou® church.

This was the seme year that our church took action to sever
connections with Gelena Presbytery and return to Chicaco Presbytery.
During the year, the use of the Germsn langus e was dropned from the
services.

The use of individual Cownunion cups and the enveloone system
for contributions were adopted in 1¢17. By 1919 efforts were made to
start the Youth Budget system. This system met with only & limited
success.
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The nsme of lirs. Conrad Reeb was cntered on the roll of Church
members, and now she has achieved the distinction of being the oldest

living church member.

The post-war economy ran high. Chicsro was ~rowing outward.
jotor cars were cow on now, even thouch, in the country, horses and
bucgcies were still in use. The local business district still had
hitching nosts and it wes not et all uncomron to see a stair-step
platform used to assist the ladies into the carriages.

Milwaukee Avenue was *eing paved north of Dundee Road. Oh, what
a faescinating thins to watch! The road bed was dug out and smoothed
by slip scraners nulled by mules. Forms were laid to mark the rosd
edge and then, ri-ht next to the side of the rosd were the rails of
a miniature train. At regular intervals, a little stea~ engine known
as a "dinky" ceme down the trscl:'s. It pulled a whole string of little
cars, each cecrrying its sn~ointed quantity of material for s batch of
concrete. These incredients were dumped into the cavity of a huge
mixer where they churned for what seemed lilie like sn endless time,
when all at once, sn eruntion took nlace and all of the grey soupy
mixture flowed into the area delinested by the steel forms. It was
tamped and smoothed asnd finally covered by cenvass, wstered down and
left to season. The crew were reaznectable men and the night watchman
loved children. i‘ore than once he shared a snmecial candy treat from
his lunch box with sowe child, It wcs on this crev thet one of the
boys of our church "nitched" about his are so that he could be the
water boy.

1924 was a memorable year, A new gasoline driven fire engine
was purchased to renlace the hand pumpver which hed been in use since
1876, ‘ihat a chanre! The old pusper was desizned to be drawn by
horses and to be ~anned by twelve men, six per side working in a
teeter-totter ~manner like the railroad hand cars. 'ith the retire-
ment of the old pumper, nose cart, end ladder truclk, came the legend-
ary tales of the voluntesr firemen. hen the bell atop the old vill-
age hall rang to sound the alarm of "fire," men swermed to the statio:
grabbed the poles of the equinent end ran down the street to the
scene of the fire. Frequently, the pumner wes attached to the only
fire »lug in Wheeling, located at the corner of ""ilwaukee Avenue &nd
Dundee Road where it was tapped into the pive line that extended from
the Soo Line pwwins stat:on next to the river to the water tower at
Wheeling Station, then ¥nown as Ca'p Twenty. Of course, if the fire
wes interesting, the men owerating the pumper mnicht leave their nost
and go to see how the fire was nrocressing until “the hose handlers
would yell "water," and send the pumn operators scurrying back to
their posts.

The old elementary school, where the con regation held its first
meetings had its last grsdusting class in 1925, In Septerber, all
classes were over at the present Walt Whitwan school.

On i1'arch 12, 1926, the Ledies Aid Society of lheeling brought
three lovely bouquets to jirs. Barbara Lesser in honor of her 90th
birtihday. Her hushsnd, Philin Lesser, had been an elder of our churc!
for over 30 years. In July, the church was struck by lizhtning, and
the splendid spire wes ruined. The cost of renlacing it was pro-
hibitive in relation to the means of the Treasury, so the bell tower
was roofed over without a steeple. Although everyone regretted the
loss of the steenle, many people were relieved that its height did

49
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not add to the problems of aviation, for our community now had one
established sirnort and enother wss talked of,

In June of 1927, the resignstion of Mr. Wiegand was accepted
and he wzs succeeded by the Reverend E. Leslie Shaw,

¥ineteen twenty-seven was an eventful yesr! In May, Charles
Augustus Lindbergh flew non-stop from New York to Paris in a plane
about the size of a Piver Cub., Wheeling lost its small-town charm
vhen the trees were reroved to nermit "ilweukee Ave. to be widened
to four lsnes. Oh, how thet traffic had increased! During the summer
season we hsd seen trsffic jams that extended more than 10 miles.
tiotorists drove on the shoulder of the rosd. Cars seemed to be every-
where., The dust on the shoulders lay so deep during the summer that
when an autonobile stirred it up, no one could walk or sit in the
front yard of the hoites that lined the hishwey. This was the year
that we first heard of a machine called a "combine." It cut and
threshed oats in one oneration., This new contraption harvested 40
acres of grain in one day using only 3 ment

Yes, the days of the large threshing crews were numbered. What
a time that was on the farm. There was always the anxiety of the
exact day that the hous-wife must be ready, for the weather was just
apt to be contrary and if it wes too demp or too wet, nothing moved!
Then the crew arrived. First e wsgon or two, then the off-beat
"nlump" of the terrifying tractor, followed by the thresher creaking
on its axles. In due time, thresher and tractor were nroperly align-
ed, orders were ;iven to all children to stay awey from the belt, and
finally everything wses in motion. The machine shook, the engine
quivered and emitted puffs of smoke, and ti:e chaff flew, but, oh, the
fun of riding on the filled crain wegon! Of course, just a few years
ago, the grain was bagzed end hed to be cerried, sack by sack, into
the granary; but now it wes run loose into a ti~ht-boxed wagon and
carried to the elevator where it was mechenically raised into the bins
in the grsanary.

The kitchen buzzed! Bread and pies were made, 1eat was cooking.
Endless cobs of corn were husked, or huge bowls of cabbagre were shaved
for slaw. The table was snresd to full length and covered by a derk
cloth so the men wouldn't be embaraessed if they got soil from thelr
shirtsleeves on it. Then they descended, --1ike hungry wolves. Food
was devoured In record time without eny ceremony, snd only a small
amount of conversation. Vhat mother wouldn't have done for some of
the kitchen conveniences of today!

The decade of the 1920's was a period of contrasts. Wheeling
sti1i1l had its blacksmith shops for horse-shoeing and iron work. The
children of the villape passed many idle hours watchinge the blacksmitl
at his work, painstekingly shaping iron to revnlace & broken brace.

He knew just when to force eir into his fire by pumping the huge
bellows that hung nearby, and he knew, too, when the crude 1lron rod
was resdy to be shaped., How fascinating to watch that rod take on the
scarlet glow of deep heat, followed by the sizzling boil of water as
it was "dunked" into the cooling vat after it had been shaped. It
was interesting, too, to see a horse getting a pair of shoes. Giant
chisels trimmed the hoof; the "frog" of the foot was cleaned out; the
shoe carefully fitted and finally nailed into plece with large nails,
This sounds somewhat like a weird ritual, yet it was painstakingly
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done, snd at times 1t was very gratifying to see a horse relieved of
paein from a tender foot.

The funerel custo s, too, chan-ed sharvoly. :any people remember
the horse-drawn hearse draned in black carrying the casket of the de-
ceased; and if the deceased hennened to be a church member, the bell
was tolled in strict cadence the exact years of the decessed's life.

Thus, we have this period when horse-drawn vehicles were still
common on the streets, and ilr. Welflin would tske time to fill s 1little
bag of cendy for the youngsters from his Lazy-susan candy counter near
the back of his General Store. Yet, many of us can recall teking our
first airplane ride with Charles '"Chuck" Balling handling the controls
in his open cockpit Waco biplene. The Stutz Bearcet wss the most!
wages were high, as was the economy, when all at once the bubble burst,
and as we entered the 1830's the..economy had hit an unheard of low.

It wasn't how.much you earned, it was just to have a job!

The area in the #iddle 'est in snd around Chicago was hurt ex-
tensively by the denression.

This was the period that the Reverent E. Leslie Shaw served as
our pastor. Inasmuch as he wzs not married, the manse was rented out.
The sheds which had been constructed to shelter the horses and later
sheltered the canvass tops of the automobiles, were removed and re-
placed by a garage.

Jig sew puzzles were the favorite form of home entertainment, and
on special occasions, we mirht be permitted to go to the movies to see
Shirley Temnle.

iloney was spent sparingly, but the church kitchen was remodeled
and both the church and the manse were repasinted in 1933.

It was during 1932 that a second World's Fair opened on the lake-
front in Chicaco. The exnosition wes nemed "A Century of Progress,"
in honor of the 100th enniversary of the pioneers in this area. The
architecture was done in the modern theme and quite & let-down for
those who remembered the 1893 World's PFair. The exhibits were wonder-
ful, and during the second yesr of the Fair, the breath-takingly beau-
tiful "Chelice of The Holy Grail" wss on disnlay in the Hsll of Relis-
ion. It was in 1934 that the Chicaro Zoolocical Garden, locally known
as Brookfield Zoqg opened its doors.

We thrilled to the ilational Air Races held at Glenview at the new
Curtiss Field. Wno can forget the siszht of the mass parachute jumps,
or the specisl races for large planes. At the end of each race, the
winning pilot might put on an acrobatic disnlay. It wes thrilling to
watch the regulation racers dart sround the pylons, but few of us will
ever forget the sight of the tri-motor Ford looping-the-loop!

In 1936, the great German Zevoplin, "The Hindenburg" visited Chica:
go, and although it did not come north of the city, we could see it,
a huge silver cigar floating along, as it left the city to the south-
west,

We welcomed the Reverend Donald C. lMorrison in 1937. The general
economy had improved, but woney was still very scerce. Under his
guidance, memoriel windows were contributed and installed in the churc

§
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Hany times during his pastorate here, he rave his thanks thet the
church was clear of long-term debt,

In 1941, on New Year's Day, lirs. ilagdalene Redlinger, a member of .
our church, celebrated ner 100th birthday. By December, our country
was again involved in wer., Rationing of every kind wes imposed, and
we .bid Iir. Morrison "Godspeed" in 1942, when he left to join the
Cheplain Corps of the Army. wMany of the young men of our church had
already nut in meny months of service overseas. DPeople here at home
were busy at war work in factories and saving for the future with ¥ar
Bonds, The war ended for many of our men in 1945, and once again we
had to adjust to peace-time living. Commodities became easier to ob- g
tain, and by 1949, the entire area was involved in a building boom.

Television had been verfected for use in the home, and many sets
were installed end enjoyed in our area. This was one factor in bring-
ing urban activities closer to us. Another factor was the building
boom. Little by little, the farms that our warents or our grand-
narents had worked so hard to pay for were being sold asnd a new sub-
division would start. Wheeling became the fastest growing community
in Illinois. The population jumped from 750 to over 10,000 inhgbit-
ants., 7v1th the heavy influx of »onulation, the old gave way to the
new. A shopping center was constructed &across from the church. The
town hall and fire station were now located next to the church.
Traffic passing by on Dundee Road was so noisy during the summer that,
at times, the minister had to stop s»nealiing in order for the congre-
cation to hear his wmessage.

The decade of the 1950s had closed the chapter on the use of
steam locomoties on the railroads. Diesel locomotives became the ac- .
tive power units, New horizons were opened to us all when we watched

the man-made Russian satellite "Sputnik'" on its annoilnted overhead

orbit. Toll roads and exnressways were now constructed to handle the
traffic. O'Hare Field wss in use for non-stop oceanic jet flights.

All of these things are so very close to us that sometirmes we
overlook their imnortance! Another event which wss even closer to us
wses the financing, construction, and the ovening of our new church on
December 23, 1962, As we entered our new sanctuary on Christmas Eve,
our thoughts returned to the austere chanel on Dundee Road. We could
not help but reflect back to the memory of the beautiful Christmas Eve
candlelight service. It was always lovely in its simplicity, for no
service could be pretentious in that structure where we were surround-
ed by constant reminders of the humbleness of our ancestors. Thus, it
wes with mixed emotions that we entered the new sanctuary for our
Christmas~time devotions. Suddenly we knew thet it would take the 3
efforts of each member of our church to bring those humanly qualities
of warmth, understanding, love, and humility into this new structure.
Some of our members had alresdy left their mark on the sanctusry in
the design and execution of the chancel furniture, the wood carvings,
the lettering, the Celtic cross, and the dove atop the Baptismal font.
Others enchanced the services through their work in’'the choir. GCrad-
ually, each member will find his snot for thet extrs bit that makes a
structure a '"home." ilay we [ind the threads to a2dd to the tanestry
to help complete the nicturs. .

The wonders that a century of time doth bring! From oxen to
orbitting the Larth,--from gun-powder messages to Telstar satellite,-:
from earthen floor cabins and wood stoves to centrallyheated insulatec
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houses,--we can not help but ssz ourselves ss time hurries on: "What
will thne next century bring, snd just what tyne of 2re will it be?"
But wait! Tire does not hurry on;--tie hurry on 2nd time is Lternal.
That which is LEternsl copes of God! Shall we nray?







HISTORY OF BUFFALO GROVE, ILLINOIS:

Tradition has it that in the early pioneer days deer and
buf'falo roamed over the territory about Buffalo Grove. In
the early morning the buffaloes started from the Wheeling
woods on their way to Deer Grove or Long Grove. At Buffalo
Creek they took their noon rest under the grove of trees and
drank water from the creek that was never dry. In the evening
they returned to the Wheeling woods, however, without stop-
ping at the grove. It is believed that this habit of the
buffalo has something to do with the name "Buffalo Grove".
But it may also be due to the finding of a skeleton of one
of these animals in the grove beside the creek which also
bears the name, i.e. Buffalo Creek.

Buffalo Grove, located in the northeastern section of Ill.,
is a part of the territory once occupied by the American
Indians. When the French explorers came to the Mississippi

Valley they found five tribes of Indians grouped together

under the name Illini. The leading tribes in this confederation
were the Sac, Fox, Winnebago, Chippewa and Pottawatomi. The
Pottawatomi occupied the whole northeastern part of Illinois.
The Ottawa and Chlppewa were assoclated with them.

The French, wno possessed Illinois until 1765, were successful
in dealing with the Indians., Friendship was promoted by traders,
explorers, and missionaries. The Pottawatoml were faithful
allies of the French until after the death of Pontiac. At the
close of Europe's Seven Years' War the French holdings were
ceded to the British. For a few years the Britisn flag flew over
Illinois until George Rogers Clark liberated it from British
rule.

Hostility between the Indians and the Americans reigned
throughout the Revolution until the treaty of Greenville was
concluded August 3, 1795. This treaty, by which the Indians
ceded an immense tract of country including the sites of all
the Northwestern posts, remained unbrcken until the Fort
Dearborn massacre of 1812, perpetrated by the Pottawatomi,
who later transferred their allegiance to America. In 1%156
the chiefs of the Sac and Fox tribes agreed to move their
people, west of the Mississippi. Black Hawk, leader of the
Sacs, resenting the exile of his people, recrossed the
Mississippl River in 1831 and several battles followed before
he was captured. The Pottawatomi tried very hard to serve
and protect the whites during those years. 1In 1833 the
United States Government obtalined about five million acres
from the Chappewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies at a price of
less than fifteen cents per acre. After this treaty, which
was the last between tnese Indians and the Government, the
area was largely abandoned by the Indians and, in 1835 and
1836, they were removed to Indian reservations and the land
was opened to homesteading.

LK






HISTORY OF BUFFALO GROVE, ILLINOIS cont.

EARLY SETTLERS

Pioneers from New England and the East traveled across
the country with their possessions in covered wagons drawn
by horses or oxen, driving their stock before them. The
trip was dangerous and full of hardships.

When they reached their destination food and shelter had
fto be provided. Birds, game and wild growth made nourishing
food. Socn these energetic people had raised crops from
which they ground thelr meal. Homes were made of logs,
furniture was homemade; stoves were unknown; clothing was
made from flax-woven cloth; wool was spun and carded and
socks were knit by the women.

These industrious, thrifty people staked out claims and
cut the forests, using the wood for building and for fuel.
Mills, log school houses and villages soon appeared in
northeastern Illinois.

Indian trails served as the only roads until, as the
settlements increased, the ploneers made their own trails
by horseback or wagon. The rallroad did not appear for
several years. The Northwestern extended as far as Des
Plained in 1853 and Barrington in 1854.

The healthful climate and extensive prairies, natural re
resources, and rellief from heavy taxation attracted home-
seekers from the 0l1ld World as well as the new. At the close
of the Napoleonic wars political, religious and economic c
conditions in Germany were bad. Poverty caused by crop

failures, over producion and overpopulation in the industrial

areas led thousands of peasants, laborers, tradesmen,
students and professional men to come here. Many highly
educated Germans, leaders 1in thelr country, left the Father-
land and brought ot Illinols an element of culture and edu-
cation that was to affect the life of the community. The
Germans furnished themselves with new and better homes,
flowers, fruit trees, books and music. Churches and schools
appeared at an early date. They adapted themselves to the
simpler standards of people about them and gradually ele-
vated the 1deals of western life. They were grateful that
Illinois had so liberally provided a haven in a land of
fresedom where rellgious persecution did not exist. America
was a "land of opportunity" where even the poorest had a
chance to make a living and serve God as they wished.

The region of which Buffalo Grove 1s the center was
settled toward the middle of the last century cniefly by
non-catholics, many of whom received free or law priced
land from the Government, Such lands were often bought
for speculation and quickly resold to German Catholics
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HISTORY OF BUFFALO GROVE, ILLINOIS cont.

who built new homesteads and encouraged more of their number
to join them. In this way Buffalo Grove became a Cathollic
settlement.

Since 18,45 the Germans of Trier had settled the region of
Gross Point (New Trier) fifteen miles east of Buffalo Grove
end had a resident priest whose mission territory included
the parish of Johnsburg around the present site of McHenry.
The distance from Gross Point to McHenry was about thirty-
five miles and the journey was made by horsetack. The Rev.
Father would put up for the night at Wheeling or Wauconda where
on one occasion in 1847, he was informed of the presence of
Catholics 1living at Buffalo Grove. The priest's first visit
to the settlement was quickly communicated to the Catholics
in the neighborhood and the first mass was celebrated at the
block house of John Simon Hennemann, which was built on the
division line of Cook and Lake countles close to the present
convent. Mr. Hennemann wss an immigrant from Schedendorf,
near Bomberg, Bavaris,

After the little Christian community had been thus founded
and orgsnized the missionaries stopped there every month to
hold services and administer the sacraments, the records of
which were kept in the rectory at Gross Point. In 1847 three
couples were married in the Hennemann block house; Adam Pfister
and Cunigunda Lang, John Schoeneberger and Anne M., Weiand
and A. Hennemann and Catherine Schoeneberger.

During the following months large numbers of Catholics arrived
in Buffalo Grove from Bavaria, the Saar region, Rhineland and
Trier. Among the family names were Weidner, Sebastian, Pfister
Schoeneberger, Horcher and Raupp.

With about twenty-five fremilies of the Catnolic Faith living
within a radius of about ten miles the desire grew to have a
church of their own. A meeting was called to make plans for
this undertaking on February 15, 1852. The money collected
at that first meeting amounted to $88.00 which was a consider-
able sum at that time and indicated their determination to
have & church. Within a year $300.00 were collected and seven
acres of land were acquired., John S. Hennemann donated two
acres and another two were bought from him; two acres were
bought from Pankrstz Weildner and one from John Weidner. A
carpenter from Gross Point, Andreas Hoefer, agreed to do the
work on the church building for the modest sum of $75.00.

The dedication of the church took place the following summer
with Bishop James Oliver Van De Valde of Chicago presiding.

This original St. Mary's Church was destroyed by fire in 1855,
erccted again and finally replaced by the present brick struct-
ure in 1899 when the need for a fitting parsonage and a larger,®
more substantial church were apparent.

# Above information is taken from a centennial booklet com-
piled by the parish of St. Mary's Catholic Church and
printed in 1947.
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HISTORY OF RUFFALO GROVE, ILLINOIS cont.

It seems clear that almost the entire tiny village of
Buffalo Grove with its surrounding farmlands revolved and
developed with the Catholic Church of St. Mary's as its
hub. The town stretched along one msin street for a short
distance without even a crossroad. A new school building
was dedicated in 1947 and celebrated in conjunction with the
centennial of the first mass.,

Until 19 ¥4 the town's population of 350 was comprised main-
1ly of ancestors of the 19th century settlers. Then, in 193¢,
after he had constructed small home subdivisions in Wheeling
and north Arlington Heights, builder Albert Frank and others
formed Buffalo Grove Homes, Inc. &and the expansion of
Buffalo Grove began between Cook-Lake County line and Dundee
Road. Subsequently the village has acguired a park building
and new government bodlies, & police station, public schools,
a shopping cneter and, for a short time, a branch of the
Wheeling Public Library, which discontinued because of the
many problems involved. Buffalo Grove is still growing;
to the south, west and this year to the north.
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