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WHEELING HISTORICAL SOCIETY  §eptember, 2009

Dear Members and Friends:

This is September and as usual summer has gone by
Much too fast. 1am looking forward to the changing
leaves. AT our August meeting, we again changed
the date for the Social and this time for the last time,
[t is planned for Sunday, March 14, 2010, We hope
as many as possible can attend and bring vour
neighbors and friends. We hope to have a person
who can appraise vour antiques at the social. We
will update all of you on that at a later date. We

are now in the process of designing and ordering a
few ormament for Lollipop Lane again this year,

The membership also had the loud speaker system
fixed and working and now we are looking for a
wireless microphone that will work with it. We
intend {0 use it at every meeting,

I hope in the next couple of months that we will
interview more of our members and other residents
of the community which would help to update
Wheeling history. If vou know someone that vou
feel could contribute to our history, please give

a call to the museum and leave a message and
someone will get back to you, The number

at the museum is 1-B47-537-3119.

To our members who have been ill or i the
hospital, we wish them all a speedy recovery and
look forward to seeing them at our fisture meetings.

Our September meeting was held on the 23™ and

I will update you in the next newsletter. The October
hoard meeting will be held on the 22™ and the
regular meeting on October 28" Please try to attend.

Hhstoncally vours,

Toan Wisner President

—
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REPORT,

Eariy on a September morning, Curato: Parti Steilen
and | went to the museum to begin reorganizing the
arlifacts and supplies in the storage area. Some of
these items are used to create the displays and include
materials for backdrops and other props for decerating
the exhibits,

We wanl Lo continue preserving, protecting, and
improving the overall care of our collections. One
practical idea 1s simply replacing the cardboard pack-
aging of some items with more durable storage
containers. We purchased some bins and will label
the contents for easier identification and we are also
benefiting from this task by becoming familiar with
the museum’s resources!

Meanwhile, Marilyn Chromy, Bev Rossman and Patti
Hancock are continuing their work on their primary
projects which include inventorying, obituaries and
research.

On a recent Thursday morning we had visitors stop
by asking for our assistance with their research.
Mr. And Mrs. Jahn are looking for the Kranz and
and Stein families in Wheehng. We checked our
reference books, found them in the Wheeling
cemetery and identified several names in the sections
and plots where they could continue their research,
They were pleased and grateful that we had the
resources avallable to help them. This s a great
example of researchers reaping the benefits of the
diligence and hard work that was put into these
records vears aco!
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We are alwo nvestigating sources for traming,
whether onfine or in person, 1o leam more about the

care and mamienance of our ColiEcIpns

Here is an ongoing project that is exciting 1o look at;
we are scanning our collection of negatives { an
assortment of people and places), beginning with

the Welfin's store and home. The first envelope of
negatives selected was labeled “Welfin's Photos™

and Armistice Day, November 1918" They mclude

a decorated automobile for a parade, as well as several
excellent interior shots of the Welflin store. The
negatives are scanned to a high-res TIF file for safe-
keeping and from that we can produce JPGA files that
are enhanced for better reproduction while leaving the
“original” untouched

This has been a most exciting time for both the
Curator and mwself

Donna Vallas
Agsistan! Curator

S0 §Ou THIAE §ou ENOW EVERYTHING

The sentence. “The quick brown fox jumps over the
lazy dog™ uses every letter of the alphabet. (Now you
KNOW you're going to try this out for accuracy,
right?)

The words “racecar,” “kayak™ and “level” are the same
whether they are read left to right or right to lefl
{ palindromes)

There are only four words in the Enghsh language
Which end in “dous™ tremendous, horrendous,

stupendous, and hazardous. Check it out')

There are two words in the English language th:f: h.m:'_e
All five vowels in order: “abstemious” and facetious

(Yes, admit it, vou are going to say-a € i 0 u)

T'YPEWRITER is the longest word that can be made
using the letters only on one row of the kevboard
(All vou typist are going to test this out”)
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Taken from Yahoo Internet 2008

Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food
with high acyd content caused some of the lead to
leach onto the food, causing lead poisoning death
This happencd most often with tomatoes, so for the
next 400 vears, or 50, (omalees were conssdered

POISONOUS.

Bread was divided according to status, Workers g
the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the middle,
and guests got the top or the upper crust.

|Lead cups were usaed 10 dnnk ale or whisky The
combmation would sometimes knock a person out
for a couple of days. Someone walking along the
road would take them for dead and prepare them for
burial. They were laid outl on the kitchen table for

a couple of days and the family would gather around
and eat and drink and wait and see if they would
wake up. Hence the custom of holding a wake

England is old and small and the local folks started
running oul of places 10 bury people. so they would
dig up coffins and would take the bones 1o a bone-
house, and reuse the grave When reopening these
cofbins, one out of twenty five coflins were found 10
have scratch marks on the inside and they realized
they had been burving people alive, so they would
tie a string on the wrist of the corpse, lead it through
the coffin and up through the ground and tie it to a
il

Someone could have sit oul in the gravevard all mght
{the graveyard shift), listen for the bell thus, someone
could be saved by the bell or was considered a dead
ringer. ..

And that's the truth. Now, whoever said History was
borng!!!
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“The obyect of this
Soocty shall be the
Dhscovery, preservanon
And dissermnation of
. Knowledge: abhouat the
OCILLY  Community of Wheeling






