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March, 2009

Well here it is already March, but that is a good thing

Muaost of the winter weather 1s past and spring is on its

way. When the sun is shining and the birds are
churping, vou can almost smell the spring flowers.

February’s Dinner and White Elephant Auction went
very well with 45 people in attendance. The food was
good and the people were having a good time at the
auction. Thanks to Bill Hein for another good vear
as auctioneer and to all the members and committee
people for their help. The Historical Society wants to
say that both Patti Hancock and Bill Hein are doing
well after their stays in the hospital,

A very short meeting was held before the dinner
and a nominating committee was appointed. At
the March meeting we shall have the report of
nominees from our committee, This vear the
positions are open for Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer and a Director.

This year we also will vote for the Museum Curator.
Linda Reading will be resigning from the position at
the end of April. We want to thank her for all the
years she has put in at the museum and commend
her for a job well done.  She will still be with us and
helping at the museum on Thursday mornings.

The March meeting will be a business meeting only
but please attend if you can. The board meeting
will be held on Thursday, March 19" and the
n.:gmulﬂr meeting will be held on Wednesday, March
257, Hope to see vou all there,

Joan Wiener, President
Wheeling Historical Society

Joan Wiener has been helping out at the museum
on Thursdays. Thanks Joan,

Linda, Beverly, and Marilyn have been changing
The restaurant exhibit 1o a political one.

Linda- picked up from Pioneer press Countryside
In binders. The Years [977-1985 and 1989- 2004,
These are donated by Pioneer Press with certain
rules. Linda will bring this before the board for
their approval or disapproval.

Patti i3 on vacation for a week or two.
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Dear Members, 1 have been remiss in

welcoming new members as they joined with us,
= [ apologize!
Il go back in time and welcome new membs
_ 15
And thank them for being part of this organization.

WELCOME

Lorain Hudson
James and Erika Landberg
Charles & Donna Vallas

Terry and Patti Steilen
Chris Gibson it —-""""':w-?
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. ATTENTIDN WMEMBERS ! ! "
Remember, to have vour voice leard, i
VOTE en Tuesday, April 7, 2009, If vo l E

you meed information on vour poliing

place please call the Village Hall at
B T-d 5026000,
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A Bit of

THE HISTORY OF “APRONS”

I DON'T THINK OUR
KIDS KNOW WHAT
AN APRON IS:

The principal use of
Grandma’s apron was
10 protect the dress
underneath, but along
with that, it served as
a potholder for re-

moving hot pans
from the oven

It was wonderful for drying chaldren’s tars, and on
occasion was even used for cleaning out dirty ears.

From the chicken coop, the apron was used for
carrying eggs, fussy chicks, and sometimes half-
hatched eggs to be finished in the warming oven

When company came, those aprons were ideal
hiding places for small lkads

And when the weather was cold, grandma
wrapped it around her arms.

Those big old aprons wiped many a perspiring
brow, bent over the hot wood stove

Chips and kindling wood were brought into the
kitchen in that apron.

From the garden, it carmied all soris of vegetables
Afier the peas had been shelled, it camied out the
hudls

In the fall, the apron was used 1o bring in apples
that had fallen from the trees.

When unexpected company drove up the road, it was
Surprimng how much furnsture that old apron could
dust n a matter of seconds

When dinner was ready, Grandma walked out onto
the porch, waved her apron, and the m en knew 1t
was tume to come in from the fields to dinner

[t will be a long time before someone invents
Something that will replace that “old-time apron”
that served s0 many purposes

REMEMBER
Crandma used to set her hot baked apple pes
on the window sill to cool.

Her granddaughters set theirs on the window
sill 1o thaw

They would go cazy now trying to figure out
how mafiy germs was on that apron

I don’t think 1 ever caught anything from an
apron.
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THE UNION HOTEL was built by Jacob
Hunsinger in 1856, on the west side
Of Milwaukee Avenue. A hall was added
And was a center of social activity
Both burmed down in 1925,

In 1912, Halley's comet was sighted.
An iceburg sank the Titanic.

Richard T. Crane died.
Port House was bullL.

The first public school bullding was
very small; ([t was erected in 1845. The
second, bullt in 1861, buwned in 1870.

HACKNEY'S is the oldest on going
restaurant in Wheeling.

When Wheeling farms were a plenty,
you could go hunting not only for fox
but also for rattlesnake and squirrel.






